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Plymouth’'s top cop:

In drug money coming to

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

The U.S. Department of
Justice has withheld nearly
$600,000 from Plymouth Town-
ship amidst allegations that
local elected officials misspent
drug forfeiture money, but
Police Chief Tom Tiderington
predicted the funds will be
freed up within weeks.

DOJ authorities had “fro-
zen” the money, Tiderin”~on
said, after a federal audit last
year revealed that the Ply-
mouth Township Board of

Trustees, specif-
ically former
Treasurer Ron
Edwards’ office,
had control over
expenditures
they should have
entrusted to the
police chief.

A recent
decision by the township board
to repay the drug forfeiture
fund 73,397 from the general
fund is expected to satisfy the
DOJ and free up the nearly
$600,000, Tiderington said.

“In my opinion we will be

Tiderington

back in compliance within a
few weeks,” he said Hiesday.

Beyond the $600,000, Tide-
rington estimated that another
$300,000 or more in local drug
forfeiture revenue is “in the
pipeline” with the court system
and the DOJ — money Ply-
mouth Township also should
eventually receive. Tidering-
ton said the local drug forfei-
ture fund currently has no
money in it.

Drug forfeiture funds come
from assets seized during cer-
tain criminal investigations
such as drug-related cases.

Four-year-old Kellen Weakley has used his super-hero spirit to battle stage 4 neuroblastoma for two years now.

Local family cevestated as
canoer retums In. -year-old

Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com

R yan and TTacy Weak-
ley were riding high in
early 2014.

The Livonia couple
had good jobs and two young
children, they were expecting
a third and they’d just bought
a nice new house to make
room for all those kids ITacy
had always wanted.

TVacy had just come home
from a pediatrician’s appoint-
ment for the couple’s 2-year-
old son Kellen and was rev-
eling in her son’s good health.

On the way home she
thought, “Life can’t be going
any better.”

A week later, it came
crashing down around them,
the way life sometimes does
— without explanation or
warning.

Kellen was diagnosed with
stage 4 neuroblastoma, a rare
form of pediatric cancer gen-
erally diagnosed before the
age of 5 and which, according
to St. Jude Children’s Hospi-
tal, accounts for some 10 per-
centofall childhood cancers.

And after atwo-year battle
that earned Kellen an all-
clear status, the family was
flattened again in July with
the news he had relapsed.

A HELPING HAND

W hat; Fundraiser for Kellen Weak-
ley, a 4-year-old boy whose stage 4
neuroblastoma relapsed in July.
When: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 1

W here: Peterlin's Restaurant,
22004 Farmington Road (at Nine
Miie), Farmington.

Details: The restaurant wili do-
nate 20 percent of proceeds from
iunch, dinner and takeout receipts;
just hand in a fundraiser fiier or
mention the fundraiser. Aiso fea-
tured wili be raffle baskets to be
auctioned off and other activities.
More help; You can also help at a
GiveForward page set up for Kel-

len.

The family was devastated
— twice.

“It affects, like, 1in 100,000
children,” TYacy said. “How
my child could fall into those
odds ... I'll never understand
it.”

It wasn’t supposed to be
that way. A week before the
original diagnosis, IVacy had
Kellen at the pediatrician’s
office for a checkup and Kel-
len got a clean bill of health. A
week later, she dropped him
off at day care and she got a

See CANCER, Page A3
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Nearly $600K

The money goes to the DOJ
and a portion is given back to
local communities to pay for
patrol cars, bullet-proof vests,
overtime costs and other items
related to police work.

The DOJ audit found that
some drug forfeiture money
was “commingled” with gener-
al fund dollars and used inap-
propriately for purposes such
as civilian salaries. DOJ o ffi-
cials launched areview of
spending after Tiderington
raised concerns about it.

The audit states that the law
enforcement agency head — in
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Kellen Weakley has shown his natural joyfulness despite his struggle
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township

this case, Tiderington — “must
authorize all expenditures”
from drug forfeiture money,
which the DOJ also refers to as
the equitable sharing fund.

“However,” the audit said,
“we found that the Plymouth
Township’s governing body,
including the township TYea-
surer’s Office, rather than the
Plymouth Township chief of
police, had responsibility for
and control over all expendi-
tures from the equitable shar-
ing fund.”

See FORFEITURE, Page A2

New chapter

hits high
note for
Plymouth
musician

Jill Halpin

Correspondent

At age 60, Plymouth Town-
ship resident Mark Jewett may
be in the midst of his first act,
but he is already starting on
another.

Last month, the career-long
engineer and project manager
launched his second career -
as a singer and songwriter -
with the release of his first
full-length album, “Tending the
Fire.” The product of an 18-
month collaborative effort
with a variety of Detroit-area
musicians, the album contains
11 original songs composed by
Jewett. It features him on lead
vocals, backing vocals, acous-
tic and electric guitar.

Jewett’s endeavor has been
worth the effort: He has not
only already been recognized
by “American Songwriter”
magazine, he’s also booked his
first public concert scheduled
for Jan. 6,2017 at Livonia’s
Tl'inity House Theatre.

His success and the unlikely
journey to a career in music
have been both surprising and
rewarding, he said. “It has
been areal later-in-life, sec-
ond-life discovery. It has
pulled me into a new dimen-
sion,” he said.

For Jewett, however, it is all
part of the journey, which
began in 2008 when he bumped
into an old friend. As a young
man growing up in Bedford,
Jewett was heavily involved in
music, singing in a capella
groups in school and playing in
local bands with frjends until
1981.

He put music on hold as he
attended college and began
work as an electrical engineer.
He married Debbie, his wife of
33 years, and together they
raised two chil®*en, a son, now
31, and a 26-year old daughter.
The couple has lived in Ply-
mouth Tbwnship for 26 years.

A chance meeting with and
old friend and band mate eight
years ago lead to arenewed
interest in music, he said. Jew-
ett picked up his guitar and
discovered the affinity for a
good song had never left him.
“l think | had forgotten how
much | truly enjoyed it. It
touches my soul,” Jewett said.

After making an initial for-
ay into songwriting via some
computer software, he attend-

See CAREER, Page A2
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Although Edwards
and former Clerk Nan-
cy Conzelman have
contended Plymouth
Township already had
repaid the drug forfei-
ture money for all that
was owed, they none-
theless went along with
a board decision, before
they left office this
month, to move $83,397
from the general fund.

Joe Heffernan, a
partner in the Plante
Moran firm that audits
township finances, has
told the board that the
payment should resolve
financial issues cited by
the DOJ for a four-year
period ending Sept. 30,
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2014. During that time,
Plymouth Ibwnship
received $1.9 million
and spent $1.3 million in
drug forfeiture dollars,
money that is meant
only to support law
enforcement efforts.

Newly elected town-
ship Supervisor Kurt
Heise has said the new-
ly reshaped township
board is expected soon
to have a study session
to get an update on the
issue.

He and other offi-
cials are hopeful they
can resolve the issue
and move forward with
drug forfeiture funds
once again flowing to
the township.
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Ladies of Straight Ahead perform

The Ladies of Straight
Ahead will perform
mainstream jazz, con-
temporary jazz, Latin
and jazzy hip-hop from
7-10 p.m. Thesday, Nov.
29, at the Plymouth Ann
Arbor Elks Lodge 325,
41700 Ann Arbor Road,
Plymouth

They have performed
for several years, being
led by bassist Marion
Hayden. Hayden is well
known throughout the
Detroit area, nationally
and internationally, hav-
ing just returned from
Japan. Drummer Gaye-
lynn McKinney comes
from the famous McKin-
ney family in Detroit
where her father Harold
McKinney and his sib-
lings achieved fame for

Visit W hite

The Plymouth Histori-
cal Museum invites fam -
ilies and friends to gath-
er for alook at the fes-
tive new “Yuletide at the
White House” special
holiday exhibit.

The Member Preview
Night for “Yuletide at the
W hite House” drew a
record crowd of more
than 160 people on
Wednesday, Nov. 16.
“This was our largest
crowd ever for an exhibit
preview,” said Liz Ker-
stens, executive director.
“It was a perfect kickoff
to the holiday season.”

Families are encour-
aged to visit the museum
to experience the holiday
traditions of our first
families from the whim-
sical story of Lincoln’s

CAREER
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ed a songwriting confer-
ence in Michigan’sUpper
Peninsula. It was there
he encountered a variety
of local musicians, in-
cluding “Detroit music
legend” Jill Jack.
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Ladies of Straight Ahead

their performances and
promotion of jazz. Mc-
Kinney plays a weekly
gig at Bert’'s Marketplace
in Detroit, the longest
running jam session
format in the area. She
also recently toured with

Aretha Franklin. The
band also includes Alina
Moore on keys, and Kym-
berli Wright on vocals.
This group played at
the Detroit Jazz Festival
this year as well as the
Michigan Jazz Festival.

hometownlife.com

at the Elks

Being an all girl band,
they break the stereo-
type of the typical male-
dominated jazz groups
around town and they
play all forms ofjazz, as
their name implies
“Straight Ahead.” Addi-
tionally, several of these
ladies are very involved
with organizations who
work with the inner-city
youth to give them the
joy of music and the
opportunity to learn if
they have musical tal-
ents. They are whole-
some, good people who
are great examples of
breaking race barriers to
do what they love and to
share it with the world.
$10 donation at the
door. Call 734-453-1780 or
visit www.plyaa325.

House Yuletides at Plymouth museum

pardoning of the first
Thanksgiving Tlirkey, to
the touching story of
Andrew Jackson’s nieces
and nephews making him
cry on Christmas morn-
ing. For those who enjoy
the peculiar: learn how
children were banned
from sledding on the
Capital grounds for 40
years.

“The museum is
decked outin red rib-
bons, garland and Christ-
mas tree lights,” said
Kerstens. “It’sa beautiful
time to visit.”

The exhibit officially
opened to the public on
Nov. 18 and runs through
Dec. 31 with two “Free
Days” scheduled. “We’ve
been working with busi-
nesses and community

Jack, a well-known
singer songwriter who
has toured with a variety
of musicians from Bob
Seger, Chris Isaak, Em-
mylou Harris and many
more, encouraged Jewett
to take a leap of faith.
“She pulled me aside and
said, ‘you need to do
this,”” Jewett said, cred-
iting “amazingly suppor-
tive local musicians” for
spurring him on.

Renewed and inspired,
Jewett returned home
from the conference and
began writing songs in
every moment of his
spare time. Working with
Detroit Music Award-
wining producer Nolan
Mendenhall and a cast of
local musicians, Jewett
was able to complete his
album, a collection of
songs that runs the gam-
ut of musical moods from
deep introspection to
self-deprecating humor
and genres from folky
Americana to rock, coun-
try and blues.

“All in all, the se-
quence of events since
2008 has been very un-
likely and the timing,
speed and impact of this
journey are sometimes
hard for me to grasp. The
result has been life
changing. The past eight
years have been pretty
amazing. | have done this
all part-time while work-
ing, raising a family and
doing life,” he said, add-
ing that his new-found
calling was notonly a
revelation to him; it also
took his wife by surprise.

A

sponsors to increase the
number of free admis-
sion events on our calen-
dar so that everyone has
a chance to visit,” Ker-
stens said. “Come and
delight in the festive
holiday atmosphere and
be sure to come back
Saturdays and Sundays
from Nov. 26 to Dec. 18
for pictures with Santal
No lines here.”

The next free day is 10
a.m.to 4 p.m., Dec. 3:
Craft Bazaar, Open
House and Bake Sale.
The Craft Bazaaris a
juried show that is free
and open to the public
and includes free admis-
sion to the museum and
all exhibits. The Bazaar
will feature a bake sale,
and many crafts, such as

knit, ceramic, jewelry,
and recycled art. Santa
will be there too, sobring
the whole family!

The museum is locat-
ed in downtown Ply-
mouth at 155 S. Main
Street. Hours of opera-
tion are Wednesday, Fri-
day, Saturday and Sun-
day 1-A p.m.. Regular
admission is $5 for adults
and $2 for children. Visit
www.plymouth
history.org for events
and exhibit information.

The Plymouth Histori-
cal Museum is apri-
vately funded organiza-
tion dedicated to pre-
serving, teaching, and
presenting history
through the operation
and supportofthe mu-
seum.

Plymouth Township resident Mark Jewett

“She didn’t marry a
musician; this isn’t who |
was when | married her.
I am very fortunate; she
has been extremely sup-
portive,” he said, adding
that his children have
also been very encourag-
ing.

Although finding the
time to devote to his
music has been challeng-
ing, the positive feed-
back he has received has
been motivating. “I have
had other artists express
an interest in cutting my
songs for their own al-
bums. | still have almost
40 unfinished songs, and
there is inspiration all
around,” he said.

Jewett is hopeful that
his new endeavor might
inspire others at a cross-
roads in life. “I feel like
this is a story that might

o different
way to Cale
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give people hope when
they are otherwise feel-
ing like they’ve reached a
dead end. | am re-ener-
gized and more excited
than I've been in dec-
ades.”

He also has words of
advice to offer others: “If
there’s something that
you have been wanting to
do, don’t wait until you
feel ready - just do it.
Life is too short. We don’t
really know how many
days we have left - just
do it,” he said.

Jewett’'s CD Release
Celebration Concert is
scheduled for 8 p.m. on
Jan 6,2017 at the 'IVinity
House Theatre in Livo-
nia. Tickets are $15 ($12
for Trinity House mem-
bers) and are available at
trinityhousetheatre.org/
upcoming shows.

Please Join Us for Our 1 Year Anniversary

OPEN HOUSE
November 30, 2016 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Take a tour of our beautiful building, see the pa.ssion we have for earegiving,
sample our delicious cuisine, meet our staff and enjoy a free chair ma.ssage.

| or more information visit our website at www.bcaconsquareliving.com
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mailto:dclem@hometownlife.com
mailto:jmaiiszews@hometovimtKe.com
mailto:tsmith@hometownlKe.com
mailto:custserv@hometowniKe.com
mailto:oeads@hometownlife.com
mailto:jjarrett@michigan.com
http://www.plyaa325
http://www.plymouth
http://www.bcaconsquareliving.com

hometownlife.com

CANCER

Continued from Page Al

call that afternoon that
the staff “was con-
cerned” about some
slight swelling around
Kellen’sright eye.

The next morning, the
eye was “pushing up,”
according to Tracy, who
immediately called the
doctor. The pediatrician
referred them to an oph-
thalmologist, who or-
dered an MRI.

“And the nightmare
began,” TVacy said, wip-
ing away tears.

They got the diagnosis
no parent wants to hear:
stage 4 neuroblastoma,
five tumors, including
the one that was pushing
his eye upward - “Thank
God for that, because
there weren’t any other
symptoms,” Tracy said —
and one the size of a pota-
to in his adrenal gland.

“We walked out of the
pediatrician’s office (the
week before) with a
healthy baby,” a stunned
TVacy said. “Everything
physically appeared
fine.”

Two years of treat-
ment followed, including
trials for his kind of can-
cer, immunotheraphy
and eight rounds of che-
motherapy. The treat-
ment even took Kellen to
the Helen DeVos Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Grand
Rapids.

In April, after months
of treatment and testing
and a grudging reluc-
tance to declare Kellen in
remission, DeVos doctors
finally gave the Weak-
leys the news they’d
longed to hear: Kellen
was clear.

“We couldn’t believe
it,” TVacy said. “We asked
to come out there and see
the scan for ourselves.”

The joy was short-
lived. In July, just three
months after the all-
clear, doctors found the
cancer had returned,
discovering a mass be-
hind that same eye. The
family knows the odds:
Children facing the origi-
nal diagnosis have a 50-
percent chance of surviv-
al; that number drops to
10 percent in kids who
relapse.

After two years of
fighting, though, the
Weakleys drew upon
their shared strength and
didn’t allow themselves
to be completely devas-
tated.

“We’ve learned to
celebrate the small
things,” Tl'acy said. “We
were glad it was just one
small spot.”

It’'sa strength that has
impressed her friends,
many of whom are work-
ing on fundraising ideas
to help the family with
the burgeoning costs of
Kellen’s treatment,
which is now going to
include about a dozen
trips to the Sloan Ketter-
ing Cancer Center in
New York for immuno-
therapy and seven vac-
cines. And that’s after
two more rounds of che-
mo here in Michigan.

TVacy, who is on her
second leave of absence
from her job as a kin-
dergarten teacher in
Livonia schools, has to
choke back tears as she
struggles with what to do
to help Kellen while

LOCAL NEWS
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The Weakley family — Tracy and Ryan, with Ava, Kellen and Wyatt.

maintaining life for her
other children.

“We’re a family of
five; we can’t afford to
take our other children
(to New York). There are
alotofarrangements to
be made,” she said, strug-
gling to fight back tears.
“You wonder if it’s the
right thing to do, but
what are you supposed to
do?”

Laura Melancon, one
of TVacy’s best friends,
has watched the struggle
from up close. Melan-
con’'sdaughter Evie and
Tracy’sdaughter Ava
were born six weeks
apart and her son Owen
isjustayear younger
than Kellen.

“The thought of your
child being diagnosed
with cancer ... it hit me
hard,” said Melancon,
whose husband has been
friends with Ryan Weak-
ley since high school.
“Wien | found out | was
pregnant (with Owen), |
thought, ‘Oh my God,
we’re going to have a
best friend for Kellen.””

Melancon wanted to
do something to help, but
Tracy balked - for a
while. Finally, Melancon
went ahead and estab-
lished a GiveForward
page to help with ex-
penses.

“The cost is going to
be insane,” she said. “I
want to be able to help
and the only way to do
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Farm Markets

E 734-483-1783

B

that, really, is financial-
ly.”

Sarah Davies’ family
has known Ryan Weak-
ley’s family forever and
Sarah now has a young
daughter and so can em-
pathize with TVacy and
Ryan. Like Melancon,
Davies has been tugging
at Tracy Weakley to let
her help - “It’s hard to
get to a position where
you have to ask for help,”
TVacy said - and finally
began helping to orga-
nize a fundraiser.

It takes place at Peter-
lin’s Restaurant in Far-
mington. The restaurant
will donate 20 percent of
proceeds from lunch,
dinner and carry-out
meals from Dec. 1to the
Weakleys.

“Watching them go
through this experience
the last two years has
been heart-breaking,”
said Davies, a Livonia
resident. “I can’t cure
cancer. | wish | could, so
you think, ‘What can |
do?™’

TVacy’s first reaction
when she heard about the
GiveForward page was to
tell Melancon “to call all
of those people and have
them take their money
back.” But the family has
since come to accept that
there really are people
out there who want sim-
ply to help.

“The surprising thing
was that perfect strang-

910 Ridge Rd. 48198
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E. Michigan Ave.)
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ers were helping,” TVacy
said. “We’re so grateful.
To have this kindness ...
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Kellen Weakley gets in some playtime while waiting for a

treatment.

“The costisgoing to be insane.

I watitto be able to help and

the only way to do that,

is financially.”

LAURA MELANCON

one of Tracy Weakley's best friends

really carried us
through.”

The other thing that
has carried the family
through is Kellen him-
self. As much as he’s
been physically able to,
Kellen has carried on
with life, going to school
when he can - “His teach-
ers have been amazed
that he could miss so
much school, then come
back and fit right back
in,” TVacy said - and
showing a strength his
parents call “inspiring.”

“l can’t believe some-
one who has been
through so much could
be sojoyful,” his mom
said. “He doesn’t really
understand what’s going
on, but he has truly in-

really,

spired us. He’sour
strength.”

The doctors at Sloan
Kettering are hopeful,
Weakley said, and
they’ve met parents
whose children have
gotten the treatments
Kellen is about to experi-
ence who've given the
Weakleys reason for
optimism. But their big-
gestreason is Kellen
himself.

“In his four years,
Kellen has taught us just
to live in the moment,”
TVacy said. “Every day
he’shere is another day
of hope for us.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @bkadrich

Check us out on the Web every
day at hometownlife.com

Dr. James Stewart is a general dentist practicing in Livonia, MI|. Today
he discusses the effect breastfeeding may have on the development of a

baby's mouth.

BREASTFEEDING AND BABY'SMOUTH

Dear Dr. Stewart: l'ue heard that breastfeeding my baby can
help with the development oftheir mouth. Is this true?

Dr. Stewart: Yes. Several studies have concluded that exclusively breast fed babies are
at a decreased risk of dental malocclusion (the misalignment of the teeth and jaws). Why
is this? While no definitive link has been found, the association might be explained by

the fact that breastfeeding requires the baby to move her jaws and tongue in a way that
helps develop the mouth. Breastfeeding also requires the use of jaw muscles more so than
bottle-feeding, helping to develop muscle tone in the jaw. This use of muscles, especially
from the tongue, can help promote proper nasal breathing rather than mouth breathing.
Mouth breathing has been linked to health problems. Of course, this doesn't mean that

all bottle-fed babies won't enjoy proper mouth development and as a mother, you should
choose the option that works best for you and your baby.

If you have a question about your oral health and what you can do to enjoy a
healthier smile and higher quality of life, contact Dr. James Stewart by calling
(734) 425-4400 or visiting his website at jamesstewartdds.com.

Call 734.425.4400 or Visit www.jamesstewartdds.com

Dental

SLEEP MED

ICINE v/

- ofMichigan *r

JAMES R.

STEWART.JR.
D.D.S,, PC

15873 Middlebelt. Suite 100 Livonia, M| 48154
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Saturday, December 31, 2016

INNER SHOW

ELVIS Tribute Statting* M att King

V. Tickets: $45.00 - Cash Bar

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
NAGHAN BANQUET CENTER
(Between:7 -8 Mile)

M 0

19801 Farmington Rd
Livonia, h'lichigan 48152

-W ith Live OrHiestra

4 pm & 7 pm

Box Office: 2484737777

Visa-Master cards accepted

www.startributesfromlaswgas.com
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Forever After Productions staging ‘A Christmas Carol’

Forever After Produc-
tions will perform “A
Christmas Carol - The
Musical” at the PARC in
Plymouth, 650 Church
St., with an opening
Thursday, Dec. 1

A holiday classic that
is great entertainment
for the whole family, “A
Christmas Carol - the
Musical” is based on the
Charles Dickens novel
with music by Alan
Menke and poignant
lyrics by Lynn Ahrens.
The show tells the story
of how miserable old
Ebenezer Scrooge jour-
neys back through his
life with the help of the
Ghosts of Christmas
Past, Present and Future
and finally manages to
recapture his Christmas
spirit.

“This is definitely our
favorite production of
our season,” said Shirley
Auty, office adminis-
trator and Blind Old Hag
in the play. “We love

Lawyers

challenge

Attorneys at South-
field-based Goodman
Acker took a “whipping”
last week, but it was all
for a good cause.

Goodman Acker at-
torneys and staff are
taking part in the #Whip-
Cancer challenge, with a
goal to help raise funds
and awareness for pedi-
atric cancer.

One of out of five
children diagnosed with
childhood cancers have
their lives cut far too
short. Goodman Acker
has joined the #Whip-
Cancer challenge and all
funds raised will go to
the Pediatric Oncology
department at the DMC
Children’s Hospital of
Michigan in Detroit.

“Cancer is a disease
that touches the lives of
millions of people and
their families. Our ef-

SUBMITTED

Ghosts of Christmas Present, Past and Future are played by Maura Doyle (South Lyon), Brandon
Waldenmayer (Canton) and Shirley Auty (Canton) with Chris Plum as Scrooge (Plymouth).

having new families join
us for the holiday fun
along with some super

take pies

others to do

cast members that return
year after year!”
“A Christmas Carol” is

in the face,

the same
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Jerry Acker (left) attempts to put a pie in Berry Goodman's

face.

forts in the #WhipCancer
challenge are a success if
they help spread the
message, support the
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fight to block out child-
hood cancer and further
groundbreaking re-

search,” senior partner
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EVER

composed of cast mem-
bers ages 6-75.
This is Forever After’s

fifth annual performance
of the production. New
this year is Chris Plum of
Plymouth playing the
role of Ebenezer
Scrooge. His daughter
Claire plays the role of
Mr. Smythe’s daughter.

“l am thrilled to have
the opportunity to play
Scrooge with this tal-
ented cast but to have
Claire in it as well makes
it very special for me,”
Chris Plum said. “Having
played the role of Bill
Sykes in ‘Oliver’a few
years ago, and a couple
of years touring in the
UK | was somewhat fa-
miliar with the British
accent but it’sbeen fun to
revisit it.”

Familiar aspects of
the show include the
songs “Link by Link,”
“Fezziwig’s Annual
Christmas Ball” and
“Christmas Together.”
This show is suitable for
all ages with something
for everyone — acting.

Cyndi Corey (left) puts a pie in Elizabeth Rhodes' face.

Jerry Acker said.

For those wanting to
donate to the Pediatric
Oncology department at
the DMC Children’s Hos-
pital of Michigan, please
make checks payable to
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CHM Foundation, “oncol-
ogy’on the subject line of
check. Checks can be
dropped off or mailed to
the Goodman Acker, PC.
office, attention Kathryn
Kunst. Donations are
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singing and choreogra-
phy from Dance Beat
dancers.

Forever After Produc-
tions is a community
theater company based
in Plymouth. Since 2009,
it has produced more
than 45 full-stage mu-
sical and dramatic pro-
ductions throughout
metro Detroit, including
the Power Center in Ann
Arbor, The Berman Cen-
ter in West Bloomfield
and The Village Theater
in Canton.

General admission
tickets are $10 and are
currently on sale for all
six performances: 7 p.m.
Dec. 1; 7 p.m. Dec. 2; 2
p.m. and 7 p.m. Dec. 3;
and 1p.m. and 5 p.m.
Dec. 4. Buy tickets at the
door, online at
www.iheartforever
after.com or by calling
Shirley at Forever After
Productions 734-547-
5156.
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tax-deductible.

The Children’s Hospi-
tal of Michigan Founda-
tion will mail out an ac-
knowledgment letter
once the challenge is
complete.
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Residents feel

residential

Maria Taylor

Correspondent

IVoy Anderson was
standing on the basement
landing, helping his wife
with a load of laundry,
when he first noticed the
smell. A smell like rotten
eggs, coming from the
washing machine.

As the water kept
running, Anderson start-
ed feeling dizzy. Then he
blacked out and fell down
the stairs.

Anderson is allergic to
sulfur and that smell —
and the fall — meanta
trip to the hospital for 47
stitches in his leg. One
year later, he’s about 90
percentrecovered. But
his water still smells like
sulfur.

He’s not the only one
in Farmington Hills with
a water problem, either.
Anderson lives in the
Greencastle subdivision
where, since last fall,
residents have reported
foul-smelling water, sedi-
mentin their tubs and
toilets and black sludge
coming out of their fau-
cets.

Residents in Green-
castle and neighboring
areas are blaming their
problems on an Oakland
County tunnel project on
Middlebelt, stretching
from Interstate 696 to 13
Mile Road. It’'san un-
derpound storm drain,
designed to reduce sewer
overflows during heavy
rainfall.

Ever since fall 2015,
two million gallons of
groundwater have been
pumped out of the area
each day so that con-
struction work can carry
on. However, since the
de-watering began,
Greencastle residents
have complained of wells
drying up. And many
who do have water say
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Resident Melanie Williams poses fora photo with a poster she made. Some 48 houses marked red are impacted.

it’s not safe to drink.

At first, alot of them
thought it was a fluke.
Dan McRoberts was
taking a shower back in
May when the water
suddenly stopped. The
well had slowed to a
trickle and the system
had drained the holding
tank dry.

McRoberts called the
county and workers
came out two weeks later
and drilled another well.
“They’re looking at 15
gallons a minute for wa-
ter flow, in order to call it
a successful well,” he
said. “It produced three

gallons a minute and it
was salty.”

It took lyi months for
him to geta crew out to
dig another well. That
one wasn’t much better
— and it was still salty. In
the end, he ended up
piggybacking off a coun-
ty water main in the next
subdivision over, via a
one-inch pipe called a
spaghetti line.

At acity council meet-
ing last month, project
manager Joel Brown said
the county, in an attempt
to mitigate the problem,
has:

» Drilled 19 new wells

2017 FORD FUSION SE

24 month lease for$123 per month.
Rebates up to $2,000.

V'8

$20,534

2016 FORD FOCUS SE

24 month lease for$149 per month.

Rebates up

to $3,750

$15,264

2016 FORD F-150

SUPERCAB XLT 4X4

for homeowners.

» Put four residents
ontemporary water
tanks.

» Connected two
homes to municipal wa-
ter, with plans to add
three more.

» Performed water
quality testing.

W ater Resources Com-
missioner Jim Nash took
the brunt of the blame at
that same meeting, even
going so far as to hand
out his cellphone number.

“If you’re going to
blame someone, blame
me,” Nash said, while
giving out his cell num-

ber. “It’s not the city’s
fault.”

McRoberts is presi-
dent of the Greencastle
homeowners association,
so he’'sbeen acting as the
go-between for his neigh-
bors and the Oakland
County Water Resources
Commission. A lot of the
residents, himselfin-
cluded, said they’ve been
frustrated by delays. The
project was supposed to
be done in four months,
butit’s dragged on for
more than a year. And
residents feel like the
WRC isn’t giving them
the attention they de-

2016 FORD EDGE

N [-we ee >

24 month lease for $195 per month.

Rebates up to $3,750.
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response to

lacking
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serve.

“It seems like the only
thing they (the WRC)
care aboutis water flow
— if there’'swater flow-
ing, it's fine,” he said.

Greencastle residents
would disagree. For some
who’ve had their water
tested, the results are
wording: things like iron
particles, sewage, traces
oflead. Now they're
scared about living with
water that’'s contaminat-
ed.

Ken Polk’'swater test-
ed positive for two by-

See WATER, Page A6

SE

$25,752
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24 month lease for $139 permonth.
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$14,888



A6 (CP)

WATER

Continued from Page AS

products found in gaso-
line: ethylbenzene and
xylene. Both amounts are
below the EPA’s stan-
dards, but the fact that
they’re there at all gives
him cause for concern.
He’sbeen working with
Joel Brown, project man-
ager for the Middlebelt
tunnel, and the project’s
insurance lawyer, and, so
far, he’s had nothing but
positive things to say. His
home will likely be get-
ting a carbon filtration
system, which should
keep the chemicals out.

Melanie Williams is
secretary of the home-
owners association. She’s
heard all the complaints
and she said Polk’s case
is the exception, not the
norm.

Justin Droste was the
first to lose water pres-
sure, back in mid-Sep-
tember 2015. He ended
up getting a new well
drilled, which he said has
served him fine. That is,
until two weeks ago,
when a test for lead came
back at twice the EPA’s
limit.

“My heart kind of
stopped,” he said. “We
drink a lot of bottled
water, but all my coffee
isright from the tap” —
not to mention things like
showers, cooking, and
washing dishes.

The new well was
drilled in January. “So
anywhere from January
until now, it could have
been...” he said, trailing
off.

Jeff Junttonen, who's
lived in Greencastle for
10 years, has a different
problem: His well is con-
taminated with coliform,
a bacteria found in hu-
man waste.

Junttonen’s well failed
when the water table was
lowered for the tunnel
project. Sothe WRC dug
it deeper. Fast forward
about a year, and he
started to have issues
with water pressure,
smell and sediment back-
ing up into the laundry. “I
started to have gray
socks, gray underwear,”
he said. “They came back
out and lowered the well
again, subsequently
came out and tested the
water and they told me 1
had this coliform.”

A couple of weeks ago,
someone came out and
put chlorine in the well,
which was supposed to
solve the coliform issue.
It didn’t. Now, he’s living
off bottled water sup-
plied by the county.

Many of his neighbors
are, too. Some eight or 10
families have water
tanks in their front
yards, standing out stark-
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Two water tanks outside of resident Justin Droste's house.

ly white against the gray-
ish-brown brick of the
houses. But that water
isn’t safe for drinking.

“It comes from a fire
hydrant, gets put into a
water truck,” McRoberts
said. “It’sbrought in
multiple times a week
and fed into the several-
hundred-gallon tanks via
a little hose. If you want
to drink it, you have to
boil it.”

Some residents don’t
want to use the tank wa-
ter at all. One man, a
91-year-old veteran, takes
showers with bottled
water. Anderson rinses
dishes with bottled water
after washing them, al-
though he still has to
wash his clothes in well
water. Soap doesn’t lath-
er up like it normally
would, so he’s taken to
using three times the
normal amount of water
softener. Even then, the
clean clothes still smell
bad.

Junttonen’s kids, ages
5 and 15, won’t take a
shower or go anywhere
near the water. Not so
with pets, though, and he
worries about the golden
retriever puppy he got
last year. “He had all this
coccidian — | had to take
him in for several de-
wormings,” he said.

W hile nothing can be
proven, he said, “You just
start to wonder.”

Rachel Kellert isn’t
taking any chances. “We
brush our teeth with
bottled water now,” she
said. “We shower at our
parents’ house. We go
there to do laundry, cook
food — I'm afraid.”

Kellert's well failed
last October and, since
there was no water left, it
started pumping up
sludge and sediment.
There was sludge in the
pipes — in the water

heater, coming out of the
faucets. “It was com-
pletely unlivable,” she
said. 'Things got so bad
that she and her husband
Adam had to move to a
hotel for IVi months while
everything was replaced
and a new well was dug.

When the Kellerts
returned, they still had to
change their water fil-
ters every month, but
they were glad to be
home. Then Monday, it
started to happen again:
Adam turned on the
shower and black water
started coming out.

He grabbed his phone
and made a video. It was
8:25 a.m. “l was flipping
out,” he said. “It’s scary
s

The blackness in the
water comes and goes, he
said. He flipped on the
tub faucet to demon-
strate. At first, the water
seemed clear enough.
But as the tub filled,
black grains started to
cluster around the drain
and at the top of the wa-
ter level. Within minutes,
a stench like rotting eggs
filled the bathroom.
Adam said the water
tastes really bad — bitter
and sour.

Outin the Kellerts’
front yard, the pump
that’s causing all the
problems stands promi-
nently near the front
walk, about 15 feet from
the house. Further to-
ward the streetis a long
patch of dirt. That’s
where all the sludge
from the first well was
pumped last year, mak-
ing a pile some two feet
deep. “They had to pen it
in,” he said. “It left little
stones all over.” Now
grass won’'t grow there.

The Kellerts’ property
isn’t the only landscape
affected. AtLisa Am-
man’s house, the front

and back yards are both
tom up, along with her
garden. Droste’s 30- by
50-foot backyard pond
has dried up into a giant
empty pit. One woman
had to take her house off
the market because it
wouldn’t sell.

Down the street from
her house, arow of big,
round cement fixtures
and a line of stakes mark
the spot for a new partial
water main. Around the
corner, a dozen or so long
black pipes, the size of
telephone poles, lay
stacked at the edge of the
road. And all across the
subdivision, yards are
dotted with six- or eight-
foot pits — some roped
off with orange fencing,
some open.

At McRoberts’ house,
a white sandwich-board
sign near the driveway
has a message for resi-
dents: “IF YOU ARE
STILL HAVING ISSUES
LET US KNOW.” And on
the reverse: “WRITE A
LETTER WITH YOUR
CONCERNS — PUT IT
INMY MAILBOX OR
EMAIL.”

It’'s been out for 15
months.

Some residents, like
Williams, are calling it a
crisis. For her and her
husband, as well as for
Adam and Rachel Kel-
lert, the inconvenience
has gone way past taking
a shower or brushing
your teeth.

Both couples want to
start families. But their
doctors have told them to
put that decision on hold.
“Now we’'re terrified
about that,” Rachel Kel-
lert said. “A lot of the
things we read about that
cause miscarriages...
some of them we have.”

Williams agrees with
her. “At this point, this
project has caused so
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much stress and so much
fmstration and loss of
peace of mind and now
it's affecting our per-
sonal lives,” she said.
“It’s not OK to have to
putour lives on hold
because (Oakland County
W ater Resources Com-
missioner) Jim Nash and
his plaiming crew didn’t
have our safety in mind.”

Like her, other Green-
castle residents are won-
dering: Why here?

“We've got (Inter-
state) 696. Why couldn’t
they have put this along a
freeway?” Amman said.
“l don’t understand it.
(I-)275 was torn up ...
they could have put it
under 275. They reassure
me they’re going to clean
up the whole mess, but it
seems to me every time
they try to fix something,
they destroy something
else.”

They’re also upset that
the county won't say that
their problems stem
from the de-watering.

“They’ll accept that
the process is causing
wells to go dry, but they
won’t accept the fact that
the de-watering is caus-
ing these other prob-
lems,” Anderson said.
The WRC’sinsurance
lawyer, for example, sent
Anderson a letter stating
there’s no proof that his
fall was a direct result of
the de-watering, some-
thing Anderson found
“incredible.”

McRoberts and Wil-
liams have been keeping
tally of the problems via
a color-coded map of the
subdivision. Of the 84
total homes, 48 have had
their water impacted.
Eleven want tests done,
14 are already on spa-
ghetti lines and four are
waiting for a new partial
water main that will
bring them county water.

hometownlife.com

Residents would like
to see that water main
extended to bring county
water to the entire sub-
division, rather than
tackling problems on a
case-by-case basis.
They’ve showed up to
Farmington Hills City
Council meetings and
Oakland County Board of
Commissioners meetings
to plead their case.

They're also frustrat-
ed by what they see as a
lack of communication
on the part of the county.
“(The WRC) don’t know
the answers themselves,”
McRoberts said. “They
didn’t know anything
since day one.” Origi-
nally, he said, the county
thought only six houses
would be affected. “They
decided to make the main
shorter, so they obviously
know it isn’t working,” he
said. “It doesn’t take an
expertto realize they
screwed up.”

McRoberts is annoyed
at Nash in particular,
citing long waits for test
results and what he and
his neighbors call a wait-
and-see attitude. “One of
our biggest things is,
(Nash) says that every-
thing is resolved,” McRoO-
berts said. “Being on
temporary tanks is not a
resolution. Having peo-
ple without test results is
not a resolution.”

Several Farmington
Hills council members
have called for action
and Oakland County
Commissioner Bill
Dwyer introduced a reso-
lution in late October
pressing the WRC to act
quickly in completing the
project.

For its part, the WRC
contends it has acted in
good faith by drilling
new wells and providing
temporary water tanks to
residents, connecting
homes to the municipal
water system and testing
for water quality.

McRoberts accused
the WRC of putting its
insurance company’s
bottom line over the
safety of the residents.

“At this time, they do
not want to spend any
more money than they
have to,” McRoberts
said.

“To install a water
main and hook up every-
one is estimated to be $2
million. The Oakland
County general fund
budgetis over $400 mil-
lion. If you really think
about it, it’'sjusta drop in
the bucket; $2 million to
make sure that 85 homes
have safe, clean drinking
water?”

Williams put it more
succinctly: “l really can’t
believe that the lives of
Oakland County resi-
dents aren’t worth more
than the cost of extend-
ing the line.”
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November Livonia veteran of the month

Alan Berry, Vietnam/
Desert Storm/Gulf War
Era veteran of Livonia,
was honored as the No-
vember 2016 “Veteran of
the Month” by the Sons
of the American Legion,
Squadron 32, of the My-
ron H. Beals American
Legion Post 32 in Livonia.

Alan Berry served a
total of 23 years in the
service from 1961 to 1997.
He was born in Watseka,
111., and moved to Cali-
fornia when he was 6. He
was living in Walnut
Creek, Cdif., in 1961
when he turned 18. Con-
gress passed the Reserve
Forces Act of 1955 with
the aim of improving
National Guard and Fed-
eral Reserve Component
readiness. It mandated a
six-year service commit-
ment, in a combination of
reserve and active duty
time.

Alan’s father told him
that it would be better to
sign-up rather than be
drafted as he could pick
his branch of service. He
went to the Navy recruit-
ment and signed up for
the Navy Reserves and
was told to be back to the
recruitment office at 7:30
the next morning. As
soon as he arrived at the
center he was put on a
train to Camp Nimitz in
San Diego for 6 weeks of
basic training. He was
then assigned to the
U.S.S. Dixie AD-14 as
part of the deck force
and honor guard.

The U.S.S Dixie was a
Cruiser Destroyer Ten-
der. It was 530 feet long
and had a crew of more
than 1,250. It contained
all the manuals and parts
to repair any Cruiser or
Destroyer in the Pacific
fleet. FYom February to
June of 1961 she was at
Mare Island Navy Ship-
yard near Vallejo, Calif.,
for a complete facelift
with a new Helicopter
flight deck and hanger as
well as parts and man-
uals to be able to repair
the latest weapon sys-
tems.

Alan joined the U.S.S.
Dixie 1961 as she pre-
pared to assume the du-

Meeting

Ann Arbor

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

The state of Michigan
isrunning outof trun-
klines in Livonia on
which to do construction.
The organization will
hold a meeting Dec. 1to
discuss its next project
within the city, recon-
struction of part of Old
M-14 between Newburgh
and Market.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation
will hold an information-
al meeting regarding the
work along parts of Ann
Arbor Road and Ply-
mouth Road, which is
part of Old M-14,4-7 p.m.
Dec. 1at Livonia City
Hall, 33000 Civic Center
Dr. The meeting is open
to anyone interested in
the project and will also
include a presentation at
6 p.m.

I
r

Alan Berry was honoied as Veteran of the Month by the Sons of the American Legion, Squadron 32.

ties of flagship for Com-
mander Cruiser Destroy-
er Forces US Pacific
Fleet. In February 1962
she departed San Diego
for 8 months duty in the
Western Pacific. While in
the Pacific they earned
the Combat Efficiency
Award when they seta
record by simultaneously
refueling by high-lining
two destroyers at sea.

“It was quite an ac-
complishment and we
were all relieved and
proud when it was over,”
recalled Alan. On Feb. 20
they were sent to rescue
a 34 foot sailboat 180
miles south of Tokyo in 14
foot seas with 50 knot
winds. Alan was on watch
at 6:30 a.m. when he spot-
ted the sailboat.

Road

The proposed work
will consist of the recon-
struction of the road in
that area and will also
include:

» Adding right-turn
lanes on Newburgh Road
» Replacing the Old

M-14 bridge over the
Middle Rouge River and
the Hines Drive bridge
over Old M-14

» A new sidewalk
along the west side of Old
M-14, from Newburgh
Road to Plymouth Road

» A paved pathway
connecting the Old M-14
sidewalk and Hines
Drive pathway

There was no word on
when work on the road or
bridges would begin. Old
M-14 consists of Ply-
mouth Road from 'Tele-
graph to the Ann Arbor
Road/Plymouth Road
fork in Livonia. It con-
tinues along Ann Arbor

“l could see the flick-
ering of his signal mirror,
he had been adrift for 14
days.” said Alan, “It took
us three hours to get him
aboard.” They returned
to San Diego in Septem-
ber 1962 when she was
relieved by her sister
ship U.S.S. Prairie AD-15.
Alan served out the rest
of his time in San Diego
and was on the ships
basketball team. In Feb-
ruary 1963 Alan finished
his 2 years of active ser-
vice, was then put on the
Active Status List and
returned to his job at
Kaiser Gypsum.

In 1976 Alan was laid
off from his job at ACE
Hardware’s Warehouse.
His wife was 9 months
pregnant and he had no

this Thursday to discuss

construction

Road to the Wayne Coun-
ty/Washtenaw County
border at Napier Road.

MDOT has done a lot
of projects in the Livonia
area recently: resurfac-
ing of Plymouth Road
took place from Farming-
ton to Market in 2012 and
Interstate 96 from Tele-
graph in Redford Town-
ship to Newburgh in
Livonia was reconstruct-
ed in 2014. Work crews
also recently completed
construction on 1-275
through Livonia and
Farmington Hills this
past summer.

In addition, work is
planned to take place
along Plymouth Road
from Telegraph to Far-
mington in 2017 for re-
surfacing.

dveselenak
@hometownlife.com
248-408-3323
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< Emergency medical
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a FREE Ilunch

w ith your tour!

WwWWwW.SanctuaryatM arianO akland

29250 WestTen Mile Road

Farmington Hills, M1 48336

.org

job. Distraught, he knew
he had to do something
and fast. He went to the
Air Force recruitment
center to discuss his
options. The recruiter
told him that he could
join the A.F. Reserves
and did not have to go to
basic training again. He
joined and was assigned
to IVavis AFB, only an
hour from where he
lived. He wanted to be a
Mechanic but was as-
signed to a Field Mainte-
nance Squadron. Alan
spent the next 21 years in
the reserves. Every
month he spent a week-
end at TVavis AFB and he
spent 2 weeks each year
at different Air Force
bases all over the world
relieving base personnel

in field operation.

“l was very fortunate
and spent time at bases
in Hawaii, Spain, Germa-
ny, Philippines, Korea
and Japan,” Alan com-
mented, “We basically
ran the base by taking
care of scheduling and
loading of cargo and
passengers.” In early
1991 Alan joined a re-
serve unit that was sent
to Tinker AF Base, Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma to
assist in moving a large
amountofarmament and
supplies to Riyadh and
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia in
supportof Desert Storm.
“All the supplies had to
be manifested, sorted
and shipped ASAP”, not-
ed Alan, “the base was
run mostly by civilians

and the stuff was just
sitting there and no one
was moving it.”

In 1996 Alan signed up
for 90 days of active duty
and was sent to Bosnia.
He was a Tech. Sergeant
and was supervising the
loading of a 9,500 pound
pallet of supplies when
the pallet got stuck in the
cargo bay opening. He
was inside the plane’s
cargo bay when the pal-
let broke loose and
trapped his foot between
the pallet and a roller
rail. All the toes on his
foot were broken and his
foot was smashed. Alan
spent 3 months in rehab.
He returned to duty and
spent the next year at
TVavis AFB. He was hon-
orably discharged from
the Air Force in 1997.

Alan’swife was from
Michigan and they
moved to Canton, Dear-
born and finally Livonia
where he has lived for
the past 16 years. Alan
retired from McKesson
Pharmaceutical in 2008.
He has 2 children and 10
grandchildren. He has
been amemberof Amer-
ican Legion Post 32 since
2009.

Alan was interviewed
by members of the S.A.L.
Veteran of the Month
Committee. A DVD was
made of the interview
and shown at the Novem-
ber S.A.L. membership
meeting. Alan attended
the meeting and was
given a standing ovation
for his service. A plaque
was presented to Alan
from Livonia TVophy
with his picture and ser-
vice information. An
additional plaque was
also put on display in the
vestibule of the Amer-
ican Legion Hall.

The S.A.L. invites
local residents to attend
their monthly meetings
to listen to the Veteran of
the Month. The public is
also encouraged and to
nominate veterans to be
honored at its meetings.
Nomination forms can be
picked up at the Amer-
ican Legion Hall, 9318
Newburgh Road, Livonia.

Check us out on the Web every
day at hometownlife.com

PLANNING COMMISSION NOTICE
CI-TY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

CITY HALL, 201 S. MAIN

WEDNESDAY,DECEMBER 14, 2016

7:00 PM
(734) 453-1234

PUBLIC HEARING FOR ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS
RELATED TO: RT-1. RM-1. AND RM-2:

1. Article I1. Definitions.

Sec. 78-21, Definitions,

2. Article XVII. Schedule of Regulations.
Sec. 78-190, Limiting Height, Bulk, Density, and Area by Zoning District
Sec. 78-191, Notes to Schedule

All interested persons are invited to attend.

In accordance with the Americans with disabilities Act, the City of Plymouth will
provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meetingdiearing,
to individuals with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services may be made by
writing or calling the following:

Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator

201 S. Main Street
Plymouth, Michigan 48170
(734)453-1234, Ext. 206

Published: Sunday, November 27, 2016

REDFORD THEATRE

Enjoy our 1928 Barton Theatre Organ played 30 min. before each show
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Park in one of our FREE supervised parking lots

17360 Lahser Road ¢ Detroit (313) 537-2560

W Buy tickets online at redfordtheatre.com
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Toys & ITains:
Railroadiana

The Ss. Simon and
Jude Ushers’ Club will
sponsor a buy-and-swap
Railroadiana IVain Show
from noonto 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 27, at the Ss.
Simon & Jude Catholic
Church Social Hall, 32500
Palmer Road, between
Merriman and Venoy
Roads, Westland.

There will be approxi-
mately 100 dealer tables
available. The costis $10
for an 8-foot table. Deal-
er setup is 9 a.m. on the
day of the show, and
complimentary coffee
and doughnuts will be
available for dealers
until 10:30 a.m. Food will
also be available to the
public. Admission is $2
per person and $4 per
family. Parking is free.

For more information,
call Bob at 734-728-1247
or Norm at 734-595-8327.

Vintage toy show

A vintage toy show is
set for 8:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Sunday Nov. 27, at
Livonia Elks Hall, 31117
Plymouth Road. Admis-
sion is $5; kids under 12
are free. Items may in-
clude Hot Wheels, comic
books, games, non-sport
cards, Star Trek, Star
Wars, music memorabil-
ia, posters. Records,
autographs, beer and pop
Items, G| Joes, and much
more. For more informa-
tion, call Jacquie at 586-
329-8213.

Stuff a SWAT truck

The Westland Police
are assisting the West-
land Goodfellows with
their “No Child without a
Christmas” by holding a
“Stuffa SWAT Truck” 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday,
Nov. 27, at the Ihrget
store, 35401 Warren Road
in Westland. The goal is
to fill an entire Swat
truck with presents for
children in need during
this holiday season. Stop
by and help fill the truck
with gifts for children
that might otherwise be
without.

Detox your home

Jennifer Kelly will
offers personal and home

O PEN 7

Dr

(Just E. of Wayne Roail)
W estland, M |
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.Avtar Madahar D.V.M.
35345 Cherry Hill Road

48186

- FREE!

0 4 E Media | Sunday, November 27, 2016

W A Y NE

COUNTY

The Harmonyhouse Chorus will perform its Christmas concert Sunday, Dec. 11.

cleaning products for a
healthier home and life at
“Detox Your Home” at 1
p.m., Monday, Nov. 28, at
Livonia Alfred Noble
Library, 32901 Plymouth
Road, Livonia.

Christmas tour

Livonia’s 28th annual
Christmas Walk/Home
Tour, sponsored by the
Friends of Greenmead,
will be held from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
3. Tickets are $10 or $9 in
advance and are avail-
able at Greenmead His-
torical Park, Livonia City
Hall (Community Re-
sources, 5th Floor), all
Livonia public libraries,
or from any member of
the Friends of Green-
mead. The tour will fea-
ture four private homes,
St. Mary’s Antiochian
Orthodox Church, and
the Simmons/Hill House
and the A.J. Geer store
on the Greenmead
grounds.(Start your walk
at Greenmead.) All pro-
ceeds benefit the restora-
tion of Greenmead His-
torical Park. For more
information, call 248-477-
7375.

After work with the
Rep

State Rep. Leslie Love,
D-Detroit, will host her

W ayne
(T A |

“After Work with the
Rep” to provide people
with 9-to-5 work sched-
ules an opportunity to
meet with her and get
legislative updates. This
is the final legislative
update of the year. The
event is scheduled for 5-7
p.m. Monday, Dec. 5, at
Michno’s Cafe, 25524
Five Mile Road in Red-
ford Township. Refresh-
ments will be provided.

Jazz at the Elks

Jazz @ The Elks pre-
sents an all female group.
Straight Ahead, from 7-10
p.m. Ibesday, Nov. 29, at
the Plymouth Ann Arbor
Elks Lodge 325,41700
Ann Arbor Road, Ply-
mouth.The band’s sound
ranges from mainstream
jazz, contemporary jazz,
Latin and jazzy hip-hop.
The group is led by Mar-
ion Hayden on bass with
Gayelynn McKinney on
drums, Alina Moore on
keys, and Kymberli
Wright on vocals.

Jazz@the Elks is on
the last Hiesday of the
month. There is a $10
donation at the door,
which includes hors
d’oeuvres. Enjoy jazz in a
listening room setting
close to the entertainers.

For more informa-
tion,call 734-453-1780 or

Anlma
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Treating All Exotic and PocketAnimals

“Quality Service at an Affordable Price”
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BAKE SALE
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visit
www.plymouthannarbor
elks325.com or email
jazzat-
theelks@gmail.com.

LPS Foundation
luncheon

WDIV-TV news an-
chor Devin Scillian is the
keynote speaker at the
seventh annual Livonia
Public Schools Education
Foundation luncheon set
for noon to 1:30 p.m.
IlUesday, Nov. 29, at St.
Mary’s (Cultural and Ban-
quet Center, 18100 M erri-
man Road, north of Six
Mile, Livonia. Tickets are
$50 each or $500 for a
table of 10. Tickets may
be purchased through
PayPal at
www.LPSFoundation.org
or by check, payable to
LPS Education Founda-
tion, 15125 Farmington
Road, Livonia. The lun-
cheon host is WJR sports
director Steve Courtney.

Art of Giving sale

The Farber Soul Cen-
ter hosts the “Art of Giv-
ing Holiday Sale” at the
center, 5586 Drake Road
in West Bloomfield, from
6-9 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
8. A “donor preview”
runs from 5-6 p.m. with
the sale starting at 6 p.m.

Soul Studio’s inaugural
holiday sale is an art
lover’s shopping event,
featuring amazing art
and merchandise for
your gift season. The
studio will be filled with
unique and original
works of art, prints, ce-
ramics and weavings.
Geta first look at new
works for sale and a
sneak preview at current
works under construc-
tion.

In addition to selected
new artworks, you’ll find
aremarkable assortment
of new Soul Studio prod-
ucts and merchandise
including prints, posters,
greeting cards, tee shirts,
water bottles, sketch-
books, tote bags, and
more - all featuring the
artwork of our over 50
studio artists.

Ladywood 5K
fundraiser

Ladywood High
School will hosta com-
munity wide 5K to raise
funds for scholarships, at
9 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 10.
The 5K includes an ex-
clusive route and beauti-

EVENTS CALENDAR
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ful scenery on the
grounds behind Lady-
wood High School in
Livonia. Registration
cost for the ruivVwalk, is
$30 for adults, $25 for
students, $15 for kids 12
and under, and kids 5 and
under are free. Tore-
ceive a free T-shirt, all
registrations should be in
by Nov. 29. To register
online, print a paper
registration, and/or learn
more about the 5K,
please visit
ladywood.org/campus
-life/blaze-trail-5k-fun
-runwalk/. If your busi-
ness is interested in
sponsorship opportuni-
ties, please call Dawn
Conn at 734-591-1544
x237.

Mike Modano Ice
Arena open

Stop by and check out
the new and newly reno-
vated locker rooms and
the other significant
improvements at the
Mike Modano Ice Arena.
Open skates will be ev-
ery Thesday and Thurs-
day from 2:30-3:20 p.m.
The ever popular glow
skate will be held every
Friday from 7-9:20 p.m.
Timbits can learn to play
hockey every Saturday
morning from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:20 p.m. and anyone
can come get skating
lessons Mondays from 5-
5:50 p.m., Fridays from
6-6:50 p.m. and Saturdays
from 10:30-11:20 a.m.
There are adult drop in
times every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at
1-2:50 p.m. Ice is avail-
able to rent after 10 p.m.
for $150/hour.

Livonia Towne Club
The Livonia Towne
Club, a nonprofit wom-
en’sorganization bring-
ing together women for
social interaction meets
the fourth Thursday of
each month September
through May (exceptin
November and Decem-
ber when it’s held on the

second Thursday).

The club meets for
lunch and a program at
different restaurants in
Livonia and surrounding
areas. The program
could be an informative
speaker, bingo, fashion
show, music entertain-
ment and more. The next
luncheon is Dec. 2 with
entertainment from a
local accordion musician.

hometownlife.com

For more information,
call Vicki at 734-591-3254
for more information.

Franklin High library
teen book fair

The high school li-
brary will have a book
fair Dec. 9-13 at Barnes &
Noble, 17111 Haggerty,
Northville Township.
Teens are encouraged to
participate in the Harry
Potter Magical Holiday
Ball - dressed in a favor-
ite character - and dance
until you drop. The store
and cafe will be open. A
percentage of Barnes &
Noble sales will benefit
the Franklin High School
library. If you can’t make
it and wish to donate, go
to bn.com/bookfairs Dec.
9-13. Enter Bookfair
ID12026894 at checkout.

Holiday Harmonies

The Harmonytown
Chorus will perform
“Holiday Harmonies,” its
eighth annual Christmas
show at 3 p.m., Sunday,
Dec. 11, at the Livonia
Public Library Audi-
torium, on Five Mile, east
of Farmington Road. This
year’s show has an al-
phabetical treatment the
chorus celebrates the
Christmas season from A
toZ.

Tickets are $6 for
adults; $3 for students
12-18; children 12 and
younger are free. To
purchase tickets go to
WeSingBarbershop.com
or call 734-743-1764.

Broomstick Pool
Tourney fundraiser
The American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 32 will
hosta Broomstick Pool
Tournament Fundraiser
beginning at noon, Sat-
urday, Dec. 17, at the
Myron H. Beals Post 32,
9318 Newburgh Road,
Livonia. The costis $10
per entrant, with alight
lunch included. Register
by calling Jerry “mouse”
Lundquist 248-310-1775,
The public is welcome.

New Year's Eve
Party!

Celebrate the New
Year atbeginning at 7
p.m., Dec. 31, at the /VM
Vets Memorial Hall, 1217
Merriman Road, West-
land. The cost is $30 each
or $50 per couple. The
ticket includes dinner,
dancing, pizza snack at
midnight, and one bottle
of champagne per table
at midnight.

Tickets available at
AMVETS Post 171, 734-
765-0716.

Town Hall speakers

The Livonia Town Hall
has announced speakers
for its 52nd season:

» Jan. 18: Writer Doug
Stanton, who will relate
his writing on travel
adventures and political
pieces from national
publications.

» March 15: Best-
selling author Denise
Kiemanwill discuss how
she wrote “The Girls of
the Atomic City.”

Tickets are $150 for
the season, which in-
cludes lunch and lecture,
or $180 for priority seat-
ing. Programs are held at
10:30 a.m. at St. Mary’s
Cultural Center, 181()0
Merriman, in Livonia.
CaU 734-751-1898 from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.for tickets.
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Kaylee Diehl greets her dad, Sgt. Michael Diehl, just back from Iraq.

Westland soldier surprises
daughters at school

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

Sgt. Michael Diehl
walked briskly past the
rows of elementary
school students clapping
for him Hiesday after-
noon at Schweizer Ele-
mentary School in West-
land. He wels looking
forward to a big family
reunion with his daugh-
ters, whom he had not
seen this pastyear.

“l haven’t seen them
in awhile,” said Diehl,
who has spentthe better
partofthe lastyear de-
ployed to the Middle East
with the U.S. Army. “I
missed them.”

Educators at the
school on Glenwood,
along with Diehl's wife
Ashley, organized the
surprise appearance by
Diehl at the school T\ies-
day afternoon. A banner
welcoming Diehl, who
also attended Schweizer,
hung outside the main
doors and many students
and family members at
the school lined up out-
side and in the hallway to
greet him before he sur-
prised his two children,
including one who is in
kindergarten at the
school.

During alesson on
leadership in his daugh-
ter Kaylee’s classroom,
he walked through the
door when the teacher
began talking about lead-
ership with members of
the military. She grabbed
on and hugged him for
several moments before
she and her classmates
went across the hallway
to perform a mini-con-
certfor Diehl.

Michael Diehl said he
will be on leave for a few
days until after the
Thanksgiving holiday. He
said he’ll then return to
Fort Campbell.

Kristen Brickey, the
principal at Schweizer,
said she hadn’t seen
something like the visit
during her time at the
school and said it was a
unigue experience to see.

“We've both been here
for five years and noth-
ing like this has hap-
pened,” she said.

Ashley Diehl said she
had spoken with her
oldest daughter’'s teacher.

BILL BRES ER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Sgt. Michael Diehl enters the school he attended as a child to meet his daughter Kaylee Diehl, a

kindergarten student at Schweitzer Elementary.

BILL BRESLER| STAHF PHOTOGRAPHER
Kaylee Diehl and her dad, Sgt. Michael Diehl, reconnect.
Three-year-old Emma, overwhelmed by the event, goes back
to the arms of mom Ashley Diehl.
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UNABLE TOWORK? « DENIED BENEHTS?+ WE CAN HELP!
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
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v Applications/Hdarings/Appeals
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Free Consultation

Call for an Immediate Evaluation (800) 470-6732

sill Goidon & Associates, a nationwide piactice, leptesents clients befoie the Social Security Administration.
Member of theTX&NM Bar Associations. Mail: 1420 NW St Washington D.C Office: Broward County, FI
Services may be provided by associated attorneys ikensed m other states.

Meredith Bylo, who came
up with the idea of sur-
prising Kaylee with a
visit from her dad after
his deployment to Iraq.
“It was just complete
excitement,” she said. “It
was actually her teacher
who started putting this
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Kaylee Diehl has big hugs for dad, Sgt. Michael Diehl.

idea of surprising her.”
And Michael Diehl’s
daughter wasn’t the only
one surprised: he said he
wasn't expecting all the
fanfare when he arrived
to the school with the
students all waiting for
him in the hallway. It was
something, he admitted,
that he wasn’t used to.
“I'normally don't like

Pre-Holiday Toy Salel!

SAVE 15-40%

ON 1000S OF FAVORITESI

Over
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It you bet more than you can afford to lose,
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for free, confidential help.

(866) 276*5836

the attention,” he said.

dveselenak@
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728

Twitter: @DavidVeseienak

FISHER

FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION SERVICES

MICHAEL J.FISHER

Manager & Owner

TRADITIONAL SERVICE

AND BURIAL
includes metal casket,
viewing & service

$3300
Cemetery fees not included
BASIC CREMATION

includes cremation process
and county permit

$695*
*$795 for Macomb
& Washtenaw Counties

TRADITIONAL SERVICE

WITH CREMATION
includes casket,
viewing & service

$3200

We can customize a package
to meet your needs.

« Insurance assignment accepted
« Sate assistance (DHS) welcomed

p4501 Five Mile Road * Redford
| Between Beech Daly and Telegraph

313.535.3030

fisherfuneralhnome.net


mailto:grandtraversetours@gmail.com
http://www.grandtraversetours.com

A10 (CP) 0 4 EMedia | Sunday, November 27, 2016

LOCAL NEWS

IH

LINCOLN

Grand River at Wixom Road in Novi

(800) 240-8730 IVarsityLincoln.com
Over 800 Vehicles Ready To Go!

Coitiplinii
W iii

entiiiy

I*re-()wncd 1Jncoln!

Crrtijied! *
M anager’s Special
2014 Lincoln MK Z
1W i)
«Climate Control

«Keyless Entry

*«Only 39,793 miles

NOW ONLY

,9 9 5

2015 Lincoln M K \ AW D 2015 Lincoln M KA Hybrid A\ 1) |

* Power Steering *Bluetooth Connection
*Bluetooth Connection

*«Only 8,347 miles

«Rear Bench Seat
*«Only 22,437 miles

NOW ONLY NOW ONLY
N3 8 9915 STK #: 43236 N22.,995
2015 Lincoln M K \ AW 2014 1Jncoln M kS LcoBoostAVVI) I

« Traction Control
« Stability Control
*«Only 39,953 miles

NOW ONLY

925,995

*Privacy Glass
«Keyless Start
«Only 5,392 miles

aqa ™y

STK #: 43158 936,995

2012 Lincoln M KS LiItiinale AW 1) | 2014 Lincoln MKS KcoHoostAW 1)

«Climate Control *Bluetooth Connection
« Satellite Radio

«Only 45,870 miles
NOW ONLY

921,995

«Keyless Entry
*Only 50,148 miles

NOW ONLY

916,995

2016 Lincoln "1IK X Black Label 2014 iJncoln MKS L'llimatc FW 'D
AW D
*Keyless Start *Bluetooth Connection
*Bluetooth Connection! «Leather Seats
*«Only 10,553 miles mOnly 26,133 miles
NOW ONLY NOW ONLY
943 9 .95 921,995
2015 Lincoln JNavi}$ator 1,L 'Itim ale
4W D
*Multi-Zone A/C
*Keyless Entry
«Only 20,809 miles
NOW ONLY
949,995
2013 Lincoln M K Z
¢ Multi-Zone /VC
*Bucket Seats
*«Only 36,080 miles
NOW ONLY STK #: 43011
'919,995
)
m m OPUIX
LiNCO LN H oW SAIt IIDANS
Grand River at Wixom Rd in Novi

(8 00)

THE SALE IS ON...SAVE THOUSANDS

240-8730 I|VarsityLincoln.com

Financing

0 .9 %

2015 iJncoln M K Z

2015 Lincoln

2015 l.incoln M K Z

On Our Showroom

2016 Lincoin MK C

iM k Z

hometownlife.com

(>-Ye5ir/1()0,00()-M ile
Tantyon lwery Ccrlificd

as low as

A P R P

AW D

* Bluetooth Connection
«Climate Control
*Only 14,739 miles

NOW ONLY

N27,995

LHim ale AW 'D

*Multi-Zone A/C
*Remote Engine Start
*«Only 47,008 miles

NOW ONLY

921,995

AW 'D,

Floorr

*«Bucket Seats
«Climate Control
*«Only 4,916 miles

NOW ONLY

927,995

Select FW 'D

* Keyless Entry
* Multi-Zone /VC
«Only 1,040 miles

NOW ONLY

931,995

"Check It Out!

2013 Lincoln
Navigator
Ultim ate 4W 1I)

*Multi-Zone A/C

*Rear Bucket Seats

«Only 30,301 miles

NOW ONLY

N3 5

LINCOTLN

CERTIFIED

,9 9 5

PRE-OWNED

Meticulous 200-point inspection by
factory trained technicians

6-year/ 100,000-mile comprehensive
warranty coverage

Complimentary 24/7 roadside assistance

“ Based on 10/2016 Total New Vehicle & Certified Pre-Owned Sales and Service Customer Satisfaction per Lincoln Sales Report. 'As low as 0.9% APR for up to 48 months on
select vehicles for qualified customers with Tier 0-1 approval through preferred finance source. Offer subject to change at any time. See Varsity Lincoln for details. Price does
not include tax, title, license and dealer fees due at point of purchase. Inventory and pricing subject to change. See Varsity Lincoln for details. Otters end 11/30/16.



INSIDE;
SECTION B (CP)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2016
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MEDIA
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

PREP GIRLS BASKETBALL PREVIEW - PART 1

lt’'s Young’'s tow n

As upbeat veteran coach takes over Rocks, he’s
glad to have trio of senior captains helping him

Tim Smith
hometownljfe.com

Dan Youngjumped around the Salem
High Schoolgymnasium with unbound-
edjoy and enthusiasm during his new
team’s practice.

There were uptempo drills and plen-
ty of two-way conversations as the new
Salem varsity girls basketball coach
and his players getto know each other
ahead of the 2016-17 season. The Rocks
open Wednesday at Farmington Hills
Mercy.

“l know we have really good teams

we have to play against,” Young said. “I
don’t know how we’re going to stack up
untilwe startplaying them. We're going
to focus on us and getgood.”

It'sbeentwo decades since Young
coached high school girls basketball,
although he was atthe helm ofboys
hoop teams at Westland John Glenn as
recently as 2013-14.

“l1 coached girls with Bob Blohm
back when | was the Canton boys coach
back in the 90s (when girls and boys
seasons alternated),” Young said. “But |

See ROCKS, Page B2

PREP GIRLS BASKETBALL PREVIEW - PART 1

JUMPING

Trio of tough
non-conference foes
await Chiefs, but Hult

and other seniors ready

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

There is no easing into anew season
with the Canton Chiefs varsity girls
basketball team, and that'sjust fine
with senior co-captain Erin Hult.

Hult and the Chiefs open with what
coaches are labeling a “Triple Threat
Week,” with games at 5:30 p.m. Monday
atDetroit Cass Tech, 7p.m. Tiesday at
home against Birmingham M arian and
7p.m. Thursday at Detroit King.

“l think it'sobviously going to be a
challenge right away,” Hult said. “But
by the time districts comes around
again, we're already going to be pre-
pared.

“And it will be easier for us to excel
in our division because we’ll have al-
ready played such hard teams. Playing
the harder competition makes it easier
to beat easier teams.”

Canton second-year head coach Rob
Heitmeyer said it is partofthe process
to getit going with such atough sched-
ule.

“Wevery much wantto learn from
those six non-conference games that we
play to start the season,” Heitmeyer
said. “I recall one year at Salem, work-
ing on Fred Thomann’s staff. We went
1-6 to start the season with anincredibly
tough schedule. Thatyearwe ended up
winning the KLAA.”

They're primed

The Chiefs do have aquartetofex-
cellent senior leaders to lean on during
the week and beyond in shooting guard
Hult (who averaged 15 points per game
in 2015-16, when Canton won the KLAA
South Division and finished 17-5), guard
Brianna Finn, forward Madison W olf-
bauer and forward Sam Mattern.

“I'm really excited for the season
because we have seven seniors, so expe-
rience wise we're very experienced,”
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Salem girls basketball coach Dan Young holds court with players during a recent practice.

JOHN KEMSKII EXPRESS PHOTO

Senior Erin Hult (No. 4), shown from last season, leads an impressive group of Canton seniors.

Plymouth leers show no letdown against Canton

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

There was alesson learned by the
Plymouth Wildcats in the Nov. 19 season
openeragainst Dearborn Divine Child.

Even though the Wildcats prevailed
54 atThylor Sportsplex, the varsity
boys hockey team nearly let a four-goal
lead evaporate when the Falcons
cranked one offthe crossbar with one
measly tick left onthe clock. Thatwas
how close Plymouth was to finishing in

an unsatisfying 5-all tie.

Sowhen Plymouth returned to the ice
for Wednesday night's campus clash
against Canton at Arctic Edge Arena,
there would notbe aletdown from start
to finish. The Wildcats overcame a
scoreless first period and drubbed the
young Chiefs 7-2.

“They (Falcons) almost came back,”
Plymouth head coach Gerry Vento said.
“They hitacrossbar with asecond left.
We certainly fell asleep atthe wheel on
thatone,alotofnew guys who thought

the game was over.

“They learn quickly, | thoughtit was
a good sign in the third period tonight
and gotacouple early to getcontrolof
the game.”

Many chip in

Plymouth enjoyed a balanced attack,
with six players getting onthe scoresh-
eet. The Wildcats netted three goals in
the second and four more in the third.

See HOCKEY, Page B2

INTO THE FRAY

“Wevery much wantto

learn from those six

non-conference games that
weplay to startthe season.”
ROB HEITMEYER

Canton head coach

Hult said. “I think that’s going to help us
in high pressure moments. The varsity
experience is going to help us.”

Hult added that the Thiple Threat
Week merely gets the adrenaline flow -
ing earlier and will launch what the
Canton seniors plan on being along and
successful season.

Plus, it'stheir lastchance aspartofa
high schoolteam to getto the Breslin
Center for the Final Four.

“It’s not extra pressure, butjust
more excitementand more drive and
motivation,” Hult said. “It'sour last
chance, we allreally wantit.”

Heitmeyer said Hultand Finn w ill be
“go-to players” although others — espe-
cially the seniors, which include for-
wards Shamya Butler, Raquel Church
and Marissa Templeton — have the
ability and determination to make key
contributions.

“Both Erin Hult and Brianna Finn,
lastyear showed an incredible propen-
sity to wantthe ball atthe end of the
game,” Heitmeyer said. “Both of them
scored big shots atbig moments.

“We look for both of them again to hit
afew big shots for us.”

Talentand leadership

It helps thatthe team also canrely on
the other seniors when the going gets
tough.

“This program has always had alot
ofincredible senior leadership,” the
coach noted. “And our seniors this year
fitrightinto that mold.

He said M attern “is one of the hard-
est-working student-athletes |I've ever
had the privilege of coaching. Justby

See CHIEFS, Page B3

MICHAEL VASILNEK
Battling for a loose puck Wednesday night
are Canton's David Gunnis (No. 8) and
Plymouth's Zach Gallaher.
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Canton

Despite opening losses, Chiefs showing
spurts of being improved hockey team

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

Canton varsity boys hockey coach Brad Barath is
looking to key returnees and promising newcomers
jelling asaunitduring the 2016-17 season.

Early returns haven't been great, however, with
the Chiefs following their season-opening 6-3 loss to
Chelsea with Wednesday’'s 7-2 defeat at the hands of
cross-campus rival Plymouth at Arctic Edge Arena,
the rink both Park teams call home.

“Every yearyou go in with high expectations, high
goals,” said Barath, entering his fourth season behind
the Canton bench. “And that's no different this year.
We lost some players in the offseason, we added some
players in the offseason, we're looking forward to
seeing how the new players go together with the re-
turning players.”

Lastyear was difficult for the Chiefs, who finished
7-16-1 overall. Butit'sa new season with new hope
thatthis winter might see an improvement.

Barath knows offthe hop he has strong senior
leadership in captain Michael Gaffka and M att East-
man, both defensemen — as well as from forward
Michael lUcker.

“He (G affka) is going to be big on the defensive
end,” said Barath, adding Eastman and senior David
Gunnis as other important veteran defensemen.

Up front, there are severalreturning senior for-
wards, including Dicker, Emerson Taylor and Brett
Cygan. “We expectbig things outofthem.”

Helping the cause are severaljuniors who skated
for Canton last season. Thatlist includes forwards
David Bourgeious, Joe Powers, Paul Maurer, Michael
Buckley and goalie Donald Jardine.

looking

LOCAL SPORTS

for win,

MICHAEL VASILNEK
Canton senior forward Michael Tucker skates up the ice during
Wednesday's game against Plymouth.

Canton added Canton Prep players Luke Davis
(junior forward) and Brendan Simons (sophomore
forward) who are “going to be impact guys.”

Joining the team from outside the program are
former Plymouth Stingray travel players Brendan
Kacic (senior forward), Hugo Fonovic (freshman
forward) and Grant Davison (senior defenseman).

“They have to jell with the team here,” Barath said.

Rounding outthe roster are senior defensemen
Jalen Miller, Michael Testani, senior goalie Bailey
Dugan (who played for the Chiefs as a sophomore but
played travel lastyear) and sophomore D-man Steven
Barlow.

Barath said his team needs to getavictory to help

hometownlife.com

confidence

MICHAEL VASILNEK
A key player for Canton is senior captain and defenseman
Michael Gaffka.

overall confidence. The Chiefs visit Farmin”on Hills
United Wednesday and hostLivonia Churchillon Dec.
3in a KLAA South Division tilt at Arctic Edge.

“We're starting the game with energy, with enthu-
siasm,” Barath noted. “For whatever reason as the
game goes on we lose thatenergy and other teams
begin to break us down.

“When we play with confidence we play well. But
we don’t sustain that confidence for an entire game.
Absolutely, it will help (to getawW).”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

Reaching for the puck Wednesday are Plymouth's Josh Weber (No. 26) and Canton's Jalen Miller (No. 16).

HOCKEY
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Thllying two of the goals was senior
forward CJ MuUenax (who also had two
assists), with single markers by junior
forward Josh Weber, sophomore de-
fenseman Graham Sheehan, junior
forward Tim Baldwin, senior forward
Nicholas Yankee (also two helpers) and
junior forward Jack Chumley contrib-
uting to the rout.

“That'sthe way ourteam’s got to
be,” Vento said. “We don't have the
superstars so to speak. Butwe have a
lotof guys that play well and do the
right things. It’'s going to be atotal team

ROCKS

Continued from Page Bl

haven't coached girls since then.
“Coached alotofbaU, though. It’s
fun. The girls are great, they listen,
they try to do whatwe ask them to do.
It'salotoffun,lreally enjoy it.”

New and exciting

Just as excited aboutthe new era in
Salem girls basketball are senior co-
captains Darby Scott, Jayna Lenders
and Emily Stewart.

Those captains also are thrilled to
have Young as their coach.

“He'sagreatcoach, he'sgotalotof
history coaching,” said Scott, who plays
big for her diminutive size (5-foot-2)
and can toggle between point guard and
shooting guard. “It'sjust all different.
We're just getting used to it, it’'s a good
change.

“I'm really pumped, senior year, got
two of my bestfriends by my side. I'm
excited.”

Young is back coaching high school
basketball (mostrecently with the boys
team at Westland John Glenn) after a
two-year hiatus.

He stepped away from coaching
basketball (he still coaches boys and
girls golfatPlymouth) after 2013-14 to
watch his son Ryan compete for Salem’s
boys team.

But Young, also afootball quarter-
back for the Rocks, broke abone in his

effort for us to be successful.”

Canton spoiled sophomore goalie
Brendan Olepa’s shutout bid in the
third, when freshman forward Hugo
Fonovic and senior defenseman M i-
chael Gaffka scored.

Even though the Chiefs have had a
couple down years recently, the Wild-
cats figured on getting a battle. And
that was the case, especially early.

“We knew Canton was going to come
out stronger this year, we knew they
were going to be a hard team,” said
Yankee, who after two games is tied for
the team lead in goals with MuUenax
(three each). “I was really proud that
we all came out and were able to offen-
sively bring pressure and get a few
goals on them.”

TIM SMTH
Salem senior co-captains (from left) Jayna
Lenders, Darby Scott and Emily Stewart are
all-in on leading the 2016-17 Rocks.

hip in 2015 and that effectively ended
his cage career.

SoDan Young decided it was time to
return to the gym.

“l loved coaching at Glenn and at
Canton, places I've coached,” Young
said. “Kids are kids. Boys or girls, it
doesn’'t matter. Butthis is areally good
group. It’'s fun to work with kids.”

Fresh start

And the 2016-17 Rocks are glad to
have last season in the rear-view m ir-
ror.

Close it out

Yankee agreed with Vento that the
team breathed a sigh ofreUefafter
escaping the Divine ChUd game with a
win and made sure to fUe that tidbit
away in the memory bank.

“Honestly we had that mindset we
were up and had the win easily (against
Divine Ctuld),” Yankee noted. “But we
realized we can’t think that. We carried
thatover to this game.”

Canton head coach Brad Barath,
whose team is 0-2 (having lost 6-3 Nov.
18 to Chelsea), lamented the inabUity to
adjustto Plymouth’s fierce forecheck
in the Chiefs’ defensive zone.

“After the first period, they (Wild-
cats) really concentrated on getting the

During the season, the Rocks lost
theirtrio of Petree sisters (Jala, Lasha
and Mahrianna, to YpsMantiArbor Pre-
paratory).

The remaining seven players battled
the restofthe season (the team finished
arespectable 11-10overall and 5-5 in the
KLAA Central Division), and later it
was decided to make a coaching change
from Lindsay Klemmerto Young.

“lthink it's made allof us mentally
stronger, probably pushed us to be more
confident with ourselves in whatwe
do,” Scott said. “Helps us move on from
things that happened.”

Concurring were Lenders and Stew-
art, who will start somewhere on the
floor. Like Scott, they are versatile and
Yoimg is finalizing the pieces to his
lineup puzzle.

“We're notreally focused on our
past, we're working on moving for-
ward,” Lenders said. “We gotalotof
young players who have alotofpoten-
tial. We're alljustworking on getting
better, getting our fundamentals down
before we getout here and have a great
season.”

Stewart said “having a fresh startis
good for allofus. It'shelping us
through alot. Danis alot more intense,
he has alotof(coaching) history, he has
alotofknowledge. He hasalotof pas-
sion, too. We coidd have a pretty good
season.”

Yoimg said it is nice to have the cap-
tains there as he goes through his own
learning process.

“They're doing agreatjob leading

MICHAEL VASILNEK

puck in deep in our end and forecheck-
ing hard,” Barath said. “We didn’t make
the adjustments, we weren't able to get
the puck outofour zone, which resulted
in some goals.

“Same with penalties and power
plays, we lost the special team battle.
We have a pretty new defensive corps,
..there’'ssome new players in there.
They have alotto learn and they're still
learning. More ice time, more repeti-
tion they're going to getbetter.”

Thking the loss in goal for Canton
was junior Donald Jardine. Chipping in
with assists in alosing cause were ju-
nior forwards Paul Maurer, Daniel
Bourgeious and senior forwards Bren-
dan Kacic and Emerson Taylor.

tsmith@ hometownlife.com

this group,” Young said. “They're going
to have really good years. And from
there we've gottwo juniors and five
sophomores.”

Juniors include Maddie Kemahan
and Madalyn Simko. The roster also
features five sophomores: Kate Mockai-
tis, Jaclyn Deprez, Jenna Sydlowski,
Lyniah Wilson and Natalia Lewandow-
ski.

Time to grind

The personable coach said he is tak-
ing the same approach he does with
Plymouth high school golfteams that
annually go farin the postseason.

“Justlike we talk aboutin golf, we're
gonna just keep getting better,” Young
said. “We’ll grind, have good chem istry
and try to be good atthe end of the year
where it'splayofftime. That's my goal.”

So far, practices have focused on the
nuts and bolts of good basketball.

“Defense, rebounding and trying to
get good shots, notturn it over,” Young
said. “That'sallwe’re working onright
now is trying to play good D as ateam,
teach the defensive fundamentals, try
to rebound missed shots.

“And then try to move the ball, we're
trying to develop skill levelon offense,
sowhere anybody can score when
they're open and in rhythm. And not
turning the ball over, notgiving the ball
to the otherteam. That'sour focus right
now.”

tsmith@hometowniife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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Hawkins helps Crusaders getjump

Hard-working Stevenson
alum sparks MU spikers as
they reach NAIA pool play

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

From antenna to antenna, the signal
is being received loud and clear about
Madonna University junior middle
hitter Amanda Hawkins.

The 2014 Livonia Stevenson gradu-
ate, who gets in the face of opponents
despite her 5-foot, 11-inch height, liter-
ally made the jump to go from prep
standoutto akey contributor on the
Crusaders’women’svolleyball team.

“Our coach (assistant Tim) DeBeliso
tells me | have one of the highestverti-
cals on the team,” said Hawkins during
atelephone interview Wednesday. “And
that'ssomething | really focus on dur-
ing the summerto prepare for season.

“I'm always jumping. | dojump rope,
I jump on boxes and everything. Be-
cause | really need my verticalto getup
over those hitters on the other side of
the net.”

This week. Madonna is headed to
Sioux City, lowa for the NAIA National
Tournamentand Hawkins’ season-long
excellence has been abig reason why.

The 20-year-old led Madonna with 16
kills against Point Park on Nov. 19, en-
abling the Crusaders to getto the na-
tionals.

“l've been proud of the season, |
think | had areally standout season,”
said Hawkins, adding with alaugh that
she “broke outofmy little shell.”

Hawkins added that although the
Crusaders are used to high-stakes com-
petition in the Wolverine-Hoosier Ath-
letic Conference, nationals represent “a
whole different atmosphere than play-
ing here. It'ssocompetitive and every-
one gets really into it.”

The terminator

That'san understatementas far as
how intense Hawkins plays the game,
according to longtime Madonna head
volleyball coach Jerry Abraham.

She'sone of our go-to players,
longtime Madonna head volleyball
coach Jerry Abraham. “She’samiddle
hitter, has the ability to terminate at-
tacks with awide variety of shots.

“..Werun the middle alot and
Amanda is integralin our success, that’s
for sure. And has been thatway for
three years. One of our upperclassmen
thatl rely upon each night.”

This will mark the fourth consec-
utive year that Madonna has qualified
for the nationals, but first the team
must getoutof poolplay to have a shot
ataNAIA championship.

That questbegins 'lbesday; the Cru-
saders must finish 1-2among four
teams after three contests to advance.
MU opens 5 p.m. Ibesday againstDordt
(lowa).

“We're getting better and better as
the season goes,” said Abraham, whose.
We have some experience, we have
some young players butwe'’re excited.
We're playing our bestvolleyball ofthe
season right now, so | think we're ready,
that'sall we can do. We have atough
pool.”

Madonna won the Wolverine-Hoosier
Athletic Conference East Division with
a l4-2 mark but fell in the WHAC semi-
finals to Cornerstone.

The Crusaders’lineup features other
standouts, such as sophomore libero
Deanna Krumholz, 5-10 junior outside
hitter Karlie Kelly, 6-3 seniorright-side
hitter Katie Breault and 6-1 senior all-
conference middle hitter Miranda
Fuerst.

said

Crusaders' catalyst

Butthere is nodenying thatthe for-
mer Spartan standoutis a major cata-
lyst for Abraham’s team.

CHIEFS
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sheer willpower, every moment she’s on
the court she does her best.

His take on Wolfbauer was just as
glowing.

“Madison Wolfbauer led the team in
double-doubles, she led the team in
rebounding” Heitmeyer said. “This
year we look for her to be guarding, in
man, the opponents’ bestplayers aswell
as being areal presence on the boards.”

About Butler, he called hera “gam-
er” who comes up biggestin crunch
time.

“Lastyear at Wayne Memorial, when
we won 45-40, she made some big sec-
ond-half baskets,” he said. “She can
shoot outside jump shots as well as get
to the rim .”

Church, meanwhile, “brings alotof
attitude, grit and grace to the team.
Greatcharacter kid. She came up big
with seven points against Noviin the
district semifinal. Great defender.”

Canton’s seventh senior, Templeton,
“shows alotofleadership with the
team, she's someone who had a great
scrimmage against Mercy last week.
She comes to practice and has been
working really hard.”

Stepping up

Although the seniors will loom large
in Canton’s season, coaches are optimis-
tic that the roster’s four juniors are

MADONNA ATHETICS

Showing her incredible vertical jump to bring the hammer down during a recent Madonna University women's volleyball game is Amanda

Hawkins.

MADONNA ATHETICS

Livonia Stevenson alum Amanda Hawkins is poised and confident entering NAIA pool play for

Madonna University.

Afterasummerdevoted to training
and improving hervertical jump, which
helps the 5-11 middle get up to hammer
the ball over taller opponents atthe net,
Hawkins tallied 343 kills and enjoyed a
stellar .337 hitting percentage.

Fuerst had 305 kills and a .332 per-
centage. Kelly led MU with 489 kills
from the outside.

Abraham said the way Hawkins has

ready to do their part.

Atthe top of the listis point guard
Alaina Heitmeyer, who in 2015-16
backed up recentgraduate Natalie
Winters. The Chiefs also lost Madison
Archibald to graduation.

“Alaina’s had agreatsummer of
basketball,” said Rob Heitmeyer, who
also happens to be Alaina’s dad. “The
coaching staffloves her style of play,
herteammates enjoy being on the court
with her. | know she’slooking forward
to doing what she can for this team this
year.”

Hult is looking forward to Alaina
Heitmeyer having what could be a
breakout season.

“She just needs some confidence and
she finally gained it,” Hult said. “1'm
really excited for her to be able to lead
the team.”

Forwards Ashley Criscenti, Carli
Vaughan and guard Abby Sokol, all
juniors, round outthe roster. All three
are drawing raves for their work ethic
and growth as players.

“We’'re looking to get mosteveryone
in every game,” Heitmeyer said. “As a
resultof having a deep bench, we want
to make sure we use that deep bench
and the athleticism that’s on this team,
toreally make our opponents play for
32 full minutes.”

If that plays out, the Chiefs could
become a “triple threat” to their rivals,
too.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

gone after her business since joining
the Crusaders in 2014 is no surprise.

She came over from Stevenson high-
ly regarded; she was a key player on the
2013 Spartans — the final team coached
by the late, great Kelly Graham, who
passed away in July after a half-year
fight againstLou Gehrig's disease. That
season, Stevenson reached the Class A
quarterfinals.

“We run alittle faster offense than
they do in high school, of course,” Abra-
ham said. “Once she adjusted to that,
and she did thatright away, very consis-
tent and strong ever since.

“But she was very good in high
school for Kelly Graham, and | just like
the way she competed at Stevenson, and
the way she competes to win right now.”

Among reasons Hawkins continues
to excel atthe collegiate levelinclude
dedication and endless toil in the gym.
Ofcourse, don't forgetto throw in a
boatload oftalent.

“1 liked her (recruiting herat Steven-
son) because she has a good arm swing
and she’s fast, has a good game sense,
has a good feel for the game,” Abraham
noted. “Outofhigh school, that'swhat |
saw. | knew she could hit the ball hard
and was smart.

“She’sbeen developing ever since, it
just keeps progressing. She'scertainly
one of the better middle hitters in our
conference (WHAC) of course and na-
tionally she's got good statistics.”

No matter how it plays out this week
in lowa, Hawkins and herteammates
won't forgetto have a little bitof fun
along the way.

“It will be my third year going, and
like all the otheryears it'sbeenreally
exciting and it'sjust great com petition
outthere,” said Hawkins, daughter of
Livonia’'sJetonna and Christopher Haw -
kins and ownerofa 3.8 grade-point
average. “It'sgreat for our team to get
outthere and compete, and | think
we're going to play atareally high lev-
el.”

W ith Amanda Hawkins front and
center, that certainly should be the
case.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmithJports
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Shown during a game from last year is Canton's Brianna Finn. She is one of seven seniors the

Chiefs will lean on in 2016-17.
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Early Rice outburst freezes CC, 5-1

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Despite being on the eve of Thanks-
giving, Birmingham Brother Rice's
hockey team started their holiday din-
ner a little early.

The W arriors brought their 'A' game
to the table carving up rival and three-
time defending MHSAA Division 1
champion Novi Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral, 5-1, before a packed house
Wednesday night at USA Hockey Are-
na's Olympic Rink.

Three first period goals by Rice (2-1)
proved to be the proofin the pudding
as host CC (1-3) dropped its third
straight.

"It was awesome, the crowd gotinto
it early and it was really fun to see,"
Jack Clement, athird-year senior de-
fenseman for the Warriors. "We just
came out with alotof energy. We have
alotof seniors on this team. They've
been showing great leadership all year.
We just came out and battled. We really
battled from the get-go and it was real-
ly cool.”

Just 1:12 into the opening period.
Rice's Nick Dudley scored unassisted
to make it 1-0. And at the 8:38 mark of
the first, Mitch Schultz scored from
Michael Mclnerney and Ryan Giniel to
give Rice atwo-goal cushion.

"I'd have to go back and look at the
film to see the goals against, but from
my memory the goals that were scored

. one starts with a bad turnover in
our own zone," CC second-year coach
Brandon Kaleniecki said. "You just
can't have it against a team like this
and we have possession of the puck.
Another one starts with an offensive
zone face-off, which we talked about.
So that one bothers the coach because
we talked aboutit. We knew what they
were going to do and we didn't execute
what we needed to do. And sure
enough, back ofthe net and it's 2-0."

The W arriors'third goal ofthe peri-
od came at 13:310on a power play as
Clement beat CC starting netminder
Sean FInstrom with assists going to
W ill Duncan and Dudley.

"They have a good power play, they
moved it around,” Kaleniecki said. 'We
kind of knew what they were looking to
do. They found away and got one
through. So on that one you kind of tip
your hatto them and how well they
played, too."

Meanwhile, the 3-0 start by the War-
riors proved to be better than expected.

"The boys came out hard," Rice first-
year coach Kenny Chaput said. "We had
emphasized after Saturday's game (1-0
loss to Livonia Stevenson) that we had
to get things to the netand they did a
really good job of getting pucks to the

COLLEGE MEN'S CLUB HOCKEY

Gutsy weekend

Catholic Central's Mitch Morris (left) tries to turn the corner on Rice defenseman Will McLellan.

net. It helps to getthe lead and not play
from behind. And it helped with confi-
dence and everything getting those
early goals."

Kaleniecki decided to shake things
up entering the second period by mak-
ing a goalie change as Joe Pernecky
replaced Finstrom.

And the Shamrocks showed some
life offensively cutting the deficit to 3-1
when Nicco Zervos banged home a
rebound after John Zielinski's shot
caromed o ff the back boards.

After successfully killing off a pen-
alty, Rice answered by converting on a
two-on-none break as Mclnerney
scored unassisted at the 10:17 m ark to
make it 4-1.

"We had alotof momentum going
early in that second period and we felt
like the tide was turning," Kaleniecki
said. 'We felt like we were going in the
right direction. | felt good potentially
where we could go from that with the
power play. We had a couple opportuni-
ties to get some good looks and we
mishandled the puck, then make a poor
pass. You name it, we did it. And then
sure enough we turn it over and they
getthe two-on-0. That stuff will kill
you. It took out alot of steam out atthat
point when we were building some

for Schoolcraft

Ocelot leers battle host Ferris State to 6-6 tie, 7-2 victory

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

W ith each passing week, the School-
craft Ocelots become more com fort-
able with life in the American Colle-
giate Hockey Association.

Still just in its second year as apro-
gram, the Ocelots continued to grow as
a squad Nov. 18-19 at Ferris State Uni-
versity, earning a 6-6 tie Friday and
following up the next night with are-
sounding 7-2 victory.

“The pace of this game was much
quicker than Friday night and we had a
great defensive effort,” Ocelots men’s
club hockey coach Rob Lindsay said,
about the Saturday contest. “I made
some line changes for this game to see
if we could getall four lines clicking
and that's exactly what happened.

“We controlled the game at both
ends of the ice. Our penalty kill was
really good tonightand we put the puck
in the netwhen we were shorthanded.”

Also helping the cause was goalie
M att Monendo, aLivonia Franklin prod-
uct. He earned the victory with a stellar
performance againstthe Bulldogs’ D2
squad.

“Matt Monendo was outstanding
between the pipes,” Lindsay said. “He

PREP SWIMMING

made some really huge saves in our 7-2
win. This was a big confidence builder.”

After a scoreless first period,
Schoolcraft goton the board in the
second minute of the middle stanza
when forward Vinnie Glenn (Livonia
Stevenson) scored on an assist from
linemate Jacob Stanley of Westland.

By the time the middle period was
over, the Ocelots were up 4-1 and in
control. Also scoring in the second
were forwards Andrew Lindsay (IVen-
ton), Sheldon Varhol (Garden City) and
Stanley.

N etting goals in the third were for-
ward Zack Nelson (Livonia Franklin),
Lindsay (second ofthe game for the
team captain) and forward Zach Nich-
ols.

Drawing two assists for the Ocelots
was forward Owen Hund (Garden
City), with single helpers by Stanley,
Glenn, defenseman Scott Pohl (Livo-
nia), Nichols and Lindsay.

“We were beating Ferris to the loose
pucks and winning the 1-1 battles,”
coach Lindsay noted. “I was very excit-
ed for the boys and It was awell-de-
served win.

“The boys played with confidence
and they did things with the puck that
you normally don’t see. Looking for-

momentum, butthey were abetter
hockey team by far tonight.”

After leading 4-1 after two periods.
Rice putit away just 20 seconds into
the third as Mclnerney notched its
second goalofthe game off an assist
from Alec Deluca.

'We gotin the dirty areas today,"
Clement said. "That's why we put up
five (goals) today. It was good."

Chaput liked the way his team per-
formed throughout the 54 minutes in
the defensive zone. Goalie Ryan H o ff-
man turned aside 17-0f-18 CC shots.

"Coming into the year we thought
we're a little young on defense, a little
inexperienced, but they've played real-
ly, really well," the Rice coach said.
"They didn't panic when under pressure
and our goaltending wasve”, very
solid, too. Ryan did a greatjob back
there keeping control of things."

Chaput, who served last season as an
assistant under Lou Schmidt, has now
taken the reins at Rice full-time and it
appears the W arriors haven't missed a
beat.

"It's been awesome, they made it
really easy,”" Clement said of the transi-
tion. "Coach (Chaput) really hasn't
changed much. Coach (Lou) Schmidt
was a great coach and coach Chaput is

SOOTT CONFER

following that great tradition."”

After winning its season opener Nov.
17 against Port Huron Northern, 6-0, CC
was sweptin atwo-game weekend
series by national prep power Culver
M ilitary Academy (Ind.), 5-1 and 6-0.

And the Michigan Interscholastic
Hockey League North Division loss to
Rice stings even more. The Shamrocks
have now been outscored 16-2 over
their last three games.

"It's a game we wantto remember, |
would say that,” Kaleniecki said. "It's a
game we wantto learn from because
there's alot of things in this game that
we need to learn from if we're going to
be a good hockey team. We've got a
long way to go, so it's agame we don't
forget. If anything, it's a game we've
gotto mark down and remember, look
at and see the areas we need to im -
prove on, and there are alot of them."

CC also went O-for-5 on the power
play.

"Special teams as a whole has to be a
ton better to have any chance," Kale-
niecki said. 'We need special teams to
be in a positive moment, a positive for
our team and tonight obviously we
weren't."

bemons@ hometownlife.com

bemonsl@ twitter.com

KELLY DOBSON

Schoolcraft forward Zach Nichols (No. 12), shown from earlier this season, scored a goal in each

of two weekend games against Ferris State.

ward | see us getting abid tothe ACHA
Playoffs if the boys keep working on
our systems.”

On Friday, the Ocelots let an early
4-1 lead evaporate, with the Bulldogs
scoring four goals in the second to take
a 5-4 lead.

It was 6-5 for Ferris State midway
through the third. But Andrew Lindsay
netted the equalizer at 16:39 (from
Nichols and Hund) to send the contest
to overtime. After a hard-fought, five-
minute OT, the teams settled for the
draw.

Other Schoolcraft goals were regis-
tered by forwards Spencer Kovacs
(Livonia Churchill), Andrew Nowak
(Livonia Stevenson), Nichols, Stanley
and defenseman Zack Finzel (Livonia
Stevenson).

“We have to play three solid peri-
ods,” he said. “We were playing too
much perimeter hockey in the second
period and weren’t getting enough
shots to the net.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

Mercy finishes second at Division 1 state championship meet

Marty Budner
hometownlife.com

Mercy may not have returned home
with the coveted state championship
trophy thatit won in 2013, butthe Mar-
lins did continue an impressive streak
as they placed third or better at state for
the 12th straight season.

Rockford, which was ranked fourth
heading into the state finals, rallied in
the find four events to win the Division
lgirls swimming state meet, which
concluded Nov. 19 at Oakland University
with 249 points. Top-ranked Mercy fin-
ished a close second with 239 points.
Since 2005, Mercy has raced to six state
titles, finished second four times and
placed third twice.

Saline was third in the highly compet-
itive meetwith 231.5 points, followed by
Ann Arbor Skyline (221) and Northville
(201).The combined Harrison-Farming-

ton team was 13th overall with 66 points
and Bloomfield Hills placed 30th with
8.5 points in the 37-team meet.

Rockford touched firstin two ofthe
final four events to overtake Mercy and
register its first state title in program
history.

The Rams began their historic come-
back by winning the 200-yard freestyle
relay by nearly a half-second over
Brighton. Mercy was fifth in that race.

The Marlins then wentone-two in the
100-back behind the efforts ofjunior
Katie Minnich and senior Alaina Skellett
who finished in 54.51 and 54.95, respec-
tively. Rockford sophomore Morgan
Kraus was third in 55.42.

In the 100-breast— the next to last
event — Rockford senior Sydney Mc-
Dowellwon in 1:01.94 while Mercy did
notplace, which setup the final-relay
showdown. The Rams held a slim lead
and needed to finish ahead of Mercy to

win the title.

Rockford managed that exact scenar-
io by placing second in 3:26.55 while
Mercy splashed to fourth in atime of
3:28.21. Saline won that eventin 3:24.44.

Mercy opened the meet with athird-
place finish in the 200-yard medley
relay asthe team of Minnich, senior
Allie Lobbia, Skellett and sophomore
Annette Dombkowskitouched in 1:45.08.
Northville won in 1:;43.10.

The Marlins’other All-State swims
(top eight) were from junior Kendall
Goit (fourth in the 200-free, seventh in
the I()0-free), freshman Kylie Goit (sev-
enth in the 200-free), Minnich (sixth in
the 200-IM), Skellett (third in the 100-
fly) and Dombkowski(seventh in the
500-free).

Mercy’s 200-free relay team included
the Goits, freshman Lindsey Case and
Dombkowski. The 400-relay foursome
was the Goits, Skellett and Minnich.

Mercy’'sother scorers were Domb-
kowski (14th in the 200-free), junior Mya
Loniewskl (13th in the 200-IM, 14th in
the 100-back), freshman Sarah Puscas
(16th in the 200-IM, 15th in the 100-fly),
junior Alexa Rybicki (12th in diving),
Kylie Goit (10th in the 500-free), fresh-
man Chloe Pulick (15th in the 500-free)
and freshman Julia Coffman (12th in the
100-back),

Harrison Farmington sophomore
Ashley TUrak had a strong meetby plac-
ing second in the 50-free (23.08) and
fourth in the 100-free (50.45) to earn
All-State designation in those events.
Harrison Farmington also scored in the
200- (10th in 1:37.85) and 400-free (11th in
3:35.10) relay events.

The lone Bloomfield Hills points
came from sophomore Sydney Woods
who tied with Saline senior Maddy Mur-
phy for 10th place in the 100-yard back-
stroke. They each touched in 57.67.
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DECEMBER

ARTS & CRAFTS
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, Dec. 2-3
Location: Lutheran High
School, 33300 Cowan, Westland

Details: Juried show of hand-
crafted items, hourly door prize
drawings, face painting, bake
sale, lunch available; $2 admis-
sion, free for 11 and under
Contact: 734-422-2090

BETHLEHEM
MARKETPLACE

Time/Date: 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 3

Location: Birmingham First
United Methodist Church, 1589
W. Maple, Birmingham
Details: Take a step back in
time to the ancient city of
Bethlehem where children will
be provided with denaia to
"spend" at the marketplace.
They'll get a chance to help
build a cradle and make a
wooden dreidel, weave fibers,
knead bread dough and more.
A census taker, roaming villag-
ers, storytellers and market
vendors, along with live ani-
mals, round out the Interactive
event. Dinner will be available
from 5-6 p.m.

Contact: Patty Glass at 248-646-
6407, ext. 3130; pglass®fumc-
birmingham.org

CANTATA. ADVENT
WORKSHOP
Time/Date: 10 a.m. Dec. 4

Location; Faith Community
Presbyterian Church, 44400 W.
10 Mile, Novi

Details: Christmas Cantata
followed by family Advent
workshop

Contact: 248-349-2345; faith-
communlty-novi.org

CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Time/Date: 10:30 a.m. Dec. 25

Location: Open Arms Church,
33015 Seven Mile, Livonia

Details: Worship service
Contact: 248-471-5282
CONCERT

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
4

Location: Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church, 39020 Five Mile, Livonia
Details: Detroit Lutheran
Singers Christmas concert will
Include selections from "Laud to
the Nativity" by Ottorino Respi-
ghi, and other sacred works,
carols and Handel's “Hallelujah"
chorus. Other performances are
3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, at Histor-
ic Trinity Lutheran Church, 1345
Gratiot Ave., Detroit; 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 9 at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, 814 N. Camp-
bell, Royal Oak; and 4 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 10, at Zion Lu-
theran Church, 1501 W. Liberty
St., Ann Arbor. Tickets are $15
general admission, $10 for
seniors and students over 12
Contact: detroitlutheransinger-
s.com

CONCERT

Time/Date: 6 p.m, Sunday, Dec.
4

Location; Northville Christian
Assembly, 41355 Six Mile Road,
Northville

Details: Recording artists David
Britton and Jean Watson will
present the "Sounds of the
Season" Christmas concert. The
concert will be a unique blend
of musical styles that will de-
light the audience with a variety
of Christmas favorites with a
live band called the Nashville
Bandoliers. All of the artists and
the show is produced by Billy
Smiley, a Northville native.
Smiley went to Northville High
from 1972-75. The concert is
free.

CONCERT

Time/Date: 4 p.m, Sunday, Dec.
4

Location: St. Aldan Catholic
Church, 17500 Farmington Road,
Livonia

Details: An Advent Pageant of
Lessons, Carols & Sing-a-long
features the Adult Choir, Chil-
dren’'s Choir and Contemporary
Ensemble of the St. Aidan Music
Ministry. Admission is a $5
donation and two canned
goods to benefit the church's
Christmas food baskets program
Contact: 734-425-5950

CONCERT

Time/Date: 6 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
n

Location: St. Lazerus Serbian
Orthodox Cathedral, 4575 E
Outer Drive, Detroit

Details: The Council of Ortho-
dox Christian Churches of Met-
ropolitan Detroit sponsors its
second annual Christ is Born!
Glorify Him! A Detroit Orthodox
Christmas Concert, which will
include hymns and carols from
Greece, Serbia, Romania, Uk-
raine and other countries,
English language hymns sung by
an Orthodox chorus, and a
sing-along of popular carols. A
reception follows the concert.
Monetary and non-perishable
food donations will be collected
during the concert to support
Orthodox charities

Contact: Olga Liss at 248-252-
8184; Olgaliss0910@gmail.com

ONGOING

CLASSES/STUDY
CONGREGATION BETH
AHM

Time/Date: 1p.m. Wednesday
Location: 5075 W. Maple, West
Bloomfield

Details: "Drop In & Learn,"
which runs year-round, features
lectures on DVD on Jewish

history, culture, philosophy and
related topics, followed by brief
informal discussion. No charge,
no reservations required
Contact: Nancy Kaplan at
248-737-1931; nancyel-
len879@att.net
FARMINGTON AGLOW
Time/Date: 7-9:30 p.m. second
Monday of the month
Location: Open Arms Church,
33015 W. Seven Mile, Livonia
Details: Aglow isan interna-
tional full gospel ministry
Contact; 248-227-9103

OUR LADY OF LORETTO
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday

Location: Six Mile and Beech
Daly, Bedford Township
Details: Scripture study
Contact: 313-534-9000

ST. MICHAEL THE
ARCHANGEL PARISH
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second
and fourth Thursday, through
May

Location: 11441 Hubbard, just
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia
Details: Gary Michuta, author
and Catholic apologist, ieads a
study of Ezekiel. Bring your own
Bible

Contact: 734-261-1455, ext. 200;
www.livoniastmichael.org.
FAITH COMMUNITY
WESLEYAN

Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every
Saturday

Location: 14560 Merriman,
Livonia

Details: This informal class
includes fellowship, discussion
and question and answers. All
ages welcome. Bibles available If
you don't have one

Contact; pastor Tom Hazel-
wood at 734-765-5476

ST. INNOCENT
ORTHODOX CHURCH
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday

Location: 23300 W. Chicago
Road, Bedford Township
Details: An informal and ongo-
ing study of the Orthodox faith
and life. RSVPto Subdeacon
Joshua Genig at joshua.ge-
nig@gmail.com or 630-936-6386
Contact; facebook.com/stinno-
cenredford

EXERCISE

CLARENCEVILLE
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

Time/Date: 6:45-7:45 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
Location: 20300 Middlebelt,
south of Eight Mile, Livonia
Details: Instructor Wendy
Motta, a seven-year Zumba
practitioner, teaches Zumba
through drop-in classes. Each
costs $3. Participants should
bring water, a towel and wear
athletic shoes. For more in-
formation, email Motta through
zumba.com

Contact: 313-408-3364

FOOD

SALVATION ARMY
Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every
Thursday

Location; 27500 Shiawassee,
Farmington Hills

Details: Free meal

Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12

ST. ANDREW'S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Time/Date: 10-11 a.m. second
Saturday of the month
Location: 16360 Hubbard,
Livonia

Details: Food pantry assists
nutritional needs of the needy
Contact: 734-421-8451; stan-
drewseplscopalchurchllvonia.org

HEALING SERVICE

THE ANTIOCHIAN
ORTHODOX BASILICA
OF SAINT MARY

Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4
p.m. first Tuesday of the month;
English service, 3-4 p.m. third
Tuesday of the month
Location: 18100 Merriman,
Livonia

Details: The service includes
prayers of petition and in-
tercession, hymns. Scripture
readings and the anointing of
the sick. Offertory candles are
available for a free will offering
in the vestibule of the church.
Contact: Rev. George Shalhoub
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey
Badeen at sbadeen@tbosm.com

MOMS

CHRIST OUR SAVIOR
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
second Tuesday, September-May
Location: 14175 Farmington
Road, Livonia

Details: Mothers of Preschool-
ers (MOPS) is aimed at mothers
of infants through kindergart-
ners

Contact: Ethanie Defoe at
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar
at 734-658-2463

DUNNING PARK BIBLE
CHAPEL

Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first
and third Tuesdays

Location: 24800 W. Chicago
Road, Bedford

Details; MOPS is a place where
moms can build friendships,
receive mothering support,
practical help and spiritual
hope.

Contact: Amy at 313-937-3084
or Kristen at 734-542-0767

PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE

COMMUNITY LIFE

RELIGION CALENDAR

Time/Date: 1p.m. 5unday
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911
Five Mile, Livonia

Details; All Creatures ULC
sponsors the service, which is
conducted in an informal set-
ting. Pet blessings are available
after the service.

Contact: 313-563-0162

PRAYER

ST. EDITH CHURCH
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs-
day

Location: Parish office, 15089
Newburgh, Livonia

Details: Group meets for sing-
ing, praying and short teaching.
Fellowship with snacks follows
Contact: Parish office at 734-
464-1223

Contact: 734-464-1223

ST. MICHAEL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday-
Friday

Location: 7000 N. Sheldon,
Canton

Details; Praying silently or
aloud together; prayer requests
welcomed.

Contact: 734-459-3333

RECYCLING

RISEN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. third
Saturday of the month
Location: 46250 Ann Arbor
Road, between Sheldon and
Beck roads, Plymouth

Details; Recycle your cell
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet
cartridges, laptops, iPods, iPads,
tablets, eReaders on the third
Saturday of each month. Use
the doors on east side of church.
Contact: Lynn Hapman at
734-466-9023

SINGLES

DETROIT WORLD
OUTREACH

Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. Sunday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Bedford, Room 304

Details: Divorce Overcomers
group is designed for individ-
uals going through divorce,
those who are divorced or
separated.

Contact: The facilitator at
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org
STEVE'S FAMILY
RESTAURANT
Time/Date: 9 a.m. second and
fourth Thursday

Location: 15800 Middlebelt, V4
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia
Details: Widowed men of all
ages may attend the Widowed
Friends Men's breakfast. This is
an informal "peer" group
where men have an opportunity
to meet with others.

Contact; 313-534-0399

SUPPORT

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

Time/Date: 5a.m. to 11 p.m.
daily

Location: 29667 Wentworth,
Livonia

Details: Adult day care pro-
gram at the church's Wood-
haven Retirement Community.
Funding available from TSA,
AAA 1-C Older Americans Act.
Contact; 734-261-9000;
www.woodhaven-retire-
ment.com

CONNECTION CHURCH

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday
Location: 3855 Sheldon, Can-
ton

Details; Celebrate Recovery is a
Christ-centered recovery for all
hurts, habits and hang-ups.
Child care Isavailable for free
Contact: Jonathan@Connec-
tionchurch.info; 248-787-5009
DETROIT WORLD
OUTREACH

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Bedford; Room 202

Details: Addiction No More
offers support for addictive
behavior problems

Contact; 313-255-2222, Ext. 244

FARMINGTON HILLS
BAPTIST CHURCH
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. second
Tuesday of the month except
January, July and August
Location: 28301 Middlebelt,
between 12 Mile and 13 Mile in
Farmington Hills

Details: Western Oakland
Parkinson Support Group
Contact: 248-433-1011

MERRIMAN ROAD
BAPTIST CHURCH
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. second and
fourth Thursday

Location; 2055 Merriman,
Garden City

Details: Metro Fibromyalgia
support group meets; donations
Contact: www.metrofibro-
group.com; or Ruthann at
734-981-2519

FIRESIDE CHURCH OF
GOD

Time/Date: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday

Location: 11771 Newburgh,
Livonia

Details: Fireside Adult Day
Ministry activity-based program
for dependent aduits, specializ-
ing in dementia care. Not a
drop-in center

Contact: 734-855-4056 or
734-464-0990; www.firesidecho-
g.org; adm@firesidechog.org
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Detroit Lutheran Singers will hold a series of concerts throughout the area during the holiday

season.
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CARLSON

CONSTANCE “DEE” of
Plymouth, passed away
November 16, 2016, at the
age of 85. She was born In
Wyandotte, Ml to Samuel
and Helen Robinson. Dee

is survived by her loving

son Craig (Debbie) Carlson,
her dear grandsons David
and Joseph G. (Solbin Park)
Carlson. Dee was preceded
In death by her beloved
husband Gustaf Carlson,
both of her parents and her
sister Joann Wilson. Dee was
a First Grade Teacher for the
West Wood School District in
Dearborn Heights. She was an
active member at St. John’s
Episcopalian Church as a
choir member and the church
bell ringer. Dee also loved to
golf and had a deep love for
her Michigan State Spartans.
Dee is greatly loved and will
be deeply missed. There will
be a Memorial Service at St.
John’s Episcopalian Church
in Plymouth on Wednesday,
December 21st, 2016 at
1:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made

to the American Diabetes
Association.

CARPENTER

CAROL (nee BOGGESS)

age 72 died peacefully
October 30, 2016 In her home
surrounded by her family and
close friends. Beloved wife

of Mack Carpenter; loving
mother of Bob Carpenter (Mitzi
Morris), Cheryl Carpenter ( Dr.
Leland Babitch). Cherished
grandmother of Bradley
Babitch and Dylan Babitch.
Dear sister of Donna Hoffmann
(Fred) and loving Aunt to
Donna’s daughter Nicole
Keaton (Owen) and great aunt
to Kylin and Dakota. Carol Is
also survived by many loving
Aunts, Uncles, Cousins,
Nieces and Nephews. Carol
graduated from Henry Ford
High School in Detroit in
January, 1962. She received
both her undergraduate and
her Doctor of Education

from Wayne State University.
A distinguished career in
teaching followed at Redford
High School and Henry Ford
High School in Detroit, Detroit
Institute of Technology, Wayne
State University, Oakland
Community and Oakland
University. After teaching,
Carol combined her love of
teaching and writing with

a successful career as a
consultant with Ford Motor
Company and Chevrolet
Division of General Motors.
Throughout her life, Carol
wrote poems and short
stories. She became an award
winning poet and short story
writer. Carol had over two
hundred publications of her
writing and received numerous
awards for her brilliant writing.
Carol's great voice has been
quieted, yet it will live forever
in the hearts and minds of
her students, readers, family
and friends. Carol’s family and
friends have set up the Carol
Carpenter Writing Scholarship
at Oakiand University, 2200

N Squirrel Road, Rochester,
MI 48309 to honor Carol, who
truly walked in beauty.

memmy.afy.aur
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D IX O N

DORIS ELIZABETH
TREADWELL Went to be

with her Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ on November
20th, 2016 at the age of 87.
She was born February 23,
1929 in Jackson, Michigan,
and attended Jackson High
School. She is survived by
her beloved husband of 66
years. Dr. Charles (Chuck) E.
Dixon; sons David (Melanie)
of Buchanan, GA, Michael
(Lisa) of Jackson, MI, and
Mark (Kelly) of Novi, MI; eight
grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren. She was a
Registered Nurse, a long-time
member of the First United
Methodist Church of Jackson,
as well as Newburg United
Methodist Church of Livonia,
and participated in many
church activities throughout
the years, including UMW and
the Music Ministry, singing

in church choirs from age
fourteen. She also spent many
years as a member of the
Gilbert & Sullivan Society of
Jackson; was a past president
of the Michigan Dental
Association Auxiliary, and
numerous PTA committees
while raising her three boys. A
lifelong fan of the University of
Michigan, her favorite time of
the year was fall, as it brought
with it Michigan Football
Saturdays. A memorial service
will be Sunday, November
27th at 3p.m. at First United
Methodist Church of Jackson,
275 W. Michigan Ave. with
visitation one hour prior.

ELNAN

PAT JOY Age 85, of
Farmington Hills, Michigan.
Beloved wife of the late Thor
Elnan. Dear sister of Joyce
Stoumbos, Kay Adelsburg,
and Joan Rogers. Survived
by many loving nieces and
nephews. Private services
entrusted to Thayer-Rock
Funeral Home, Downtown
Farmington. Memorial
contributions may be made
to St. Judes Children’s
Research Hospital or Friends
of the Farmington Community
Library.

www.thayer-rock.com

G ONZALEZ

JENNIFER November 14,
2016 Age 29 of Pensacola
Florida, Formerly of Wayne.
Long time companion of Tim
Woodruff. Daughter of Dawn
Stevens and Rene Gonzalez.
Granddaughter of Sylvia and
Roberto Gonzalez and the late
Thelma and Donald Porter.
Sister to Jason, Jared, Julian,
and Jamie. Aunt of Emily
Taylor and Madilyn Gonzalez.
Also, survived by many Aunts,
uncles and cousins. Funeral
service from The Uht Funeral
Home. 35400 Glenwood Rd.,
Westland, Saturday 11:30
a.m. Visitation Friday from the
funeral home 11a.m. - 9 p.m.
Cremation to follow. Family
requests memorials to Gift of
Life. Please view memorial and
send tributes at
www.uhtfh.com

HIN O TE

WILFRED CHARLES age
70, passed away at home

on Tuesday, November 15,
2016, surrounded by his family
and after a four-year struggle
with cancer. He is preceded
by his parents Lucette and
Ossie Hinote, long-time
residents of Plymouth and
owners of Ossie’'s Welding.
He is survived by his wife
Carol, his sons Wayne C. and
Troy M. both of Plymouth;
sisters Judith Hainaut of Des
Moines, lowa; Joyce Hinote
of Brooklyn, New York; Carol
Hinote of Albuquerque, New
Mexico; and brother William
Hinote of Asheville, North
Carolina. Chuck graduated

in 1964 from Plymouth High
School, attended Michigan
Technological University, was
drafted into the Army and
served in Vietham with an
honorable discharge in 1974.
He worked until his retirement
four years ago as a welder/
fabricator. He and his wife
Carol were married in 1972.
Viewing and Funeral will be
held at Schrader-Howell
Funeral Home in Plymouth
(www.schrader-howell.com).
Interment will be in Great
Lakes National Cemetery,
Holly, MI.

HOW ARD

HILMAR Our family
renaissance man Hilmar
Howard will always be loved
and remembered. At the age
of 87 Hilmar was a life long
learner. He taught himself

how to write Chinese, speak
German and Swedish; member
of the Farmington Swedish
Club. Hil taught himself to play
piano, violin, and cello. A gifted
artist and former member

of BBAA and the Scarab

Club. A former Farmington
Fireman who still loved reciting
Shakespeare! Before retiring
Hilmar was a successful

4th generation fruit grower;
business owner and orchardist
in Farmington Hills. He will

be missed by his immediate
family, son, Colin Howard and
wife, Emily; daughter, Maria
Howard-Smith and husband,
Timm Smith; grandchildren,
James and Brianna Howard,
Dylan and Shayla Smith; as
well as all his many friends
and family. For inquiry
regarding the Celebration of
Life on December 10th, please
contact ehoward8373@gmail.
com or call 810-265-8168.

P ALO

ROBERT Age 64 of Livonia.
Loving father of Lisa (Mike)
Hayes and Mike (Katherine).
Proud grandpa of Michael,
Evan, Olivia, and Lucas.
Dearest brother of Rick
(Cheryl), Mary Ellen (the late
Kenneth) Peters, Ronald (Lori),
Michael (Christina), and Mark
(Darla). Also survived by many
other loving family and friends.
Memorial gathering will be
held Tuesday 5:30 p.m.-8:30
p.m. with memorial service at
7 p.m. at Fred Wood Funeral
Home-Rice Chapel, 36100 Five
Mile Rd., Livonia (E. of Levan).
Please visit online guestbook
fredwoodfuneralhome.com.

P AUTLL

RANDY LEE of Garden City,
Michigan passed away on
September 24, 2016 at the age
of 61. Randy was a lifelong
resident of Garden City. He

will be dearly missed by many
family members and friends. A
Celebration of Randy’s Life has
been planned for December

3, 2016. For more information,
please contact the family at
celebrationoflife4dRandy@
gmail.com.
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EMPLOYERS: To place a recruitment ad in the OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC OR HOMETOWN WEEKLY and on CareerBuildet.com call 888-263-5002 or e-mail MicliJobs@ gannettcom

Taking a counteroffer is never cut and dry

BYMATTTARPEY
CAREERBUILDER

says. Things may not return
to normal right away. There
may be promotions that you

| nsome cases, when your

current employer finds out

that you've received a job
offer from another company,
he or she will propose a
counteroffer in an effort to
keep you. The counteroffer
frequently includes a consid-
erable pay bump and some-
times a promotion.

Is it better to accept the
counteroffer and stay with
your current company? Here
are some pros and cons to
consider.

Money

The biggest advantage of
taking a counteroffer is also
the most obvious: It's probably
a higher salary. Also, the fact
that your employer is fighting
to keep you may hint at your
status with the company.

mWhen you're able to get a
counteroffer from your employ-
er, you've effectively forced
them to put their money where
their mouth is," says Dorianne
St. Fleur, a human-resources
professional, career coach
and blogger. “It's a unique
opportunity for you to leverage
your competing offerto get a
higher salary and/or bigger
job responsibilities.”

Retention costs
A higher salary may not
always be indicative of greater

CONTINUE YOUR SEARCH AT '1

i-n-r.i til M™rr-Y- w

CARECRBUILDERT.COm J

value to the company. In tact,
the counteroffer might be an
attempt to cut costs.

“The truth is that the cost
of replacing an employee is *
higherthan the cost of the
raise,” says Michele Mavi,
director of internal recruiting
and content development at
Atrium Staffing. “In addition to
the purely financial benefit to
the company to keep you on
board, they’ll also be avoiding
the administrative headache
of replacing you. For many
managers, the time, cost and
disruption to their business
might become things that they
want to avoid at all costs.”

GET /VLERTS

Set up an email alertto receive
recommended jobs each week.

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

TO PLACEYOUR AD 1-800-579- 7355

Reason to leave

The proposition of more
money may be tempting,
but don't lose sight of what
caused you to seek a new job
in the first place.

‘A bump up in salary is
terrific, but what else do you
need and want?” says ca-
reer counselor and executive
coach Roy Cohen. ‘Are you
upset that you have been
passed overtor a promotion?
Would you benefit from a flex
schedule orthe opportunity to
work from home occasionally?
Are the benefits better at the
new company? What is miss-
ing from your current situation,

fwl POST RESUME

Encourage employers to contact you by

posting your resume online.

GETTY IMAGES

and is it likely to be available
to you if you stay?”

Trust issues

Even if you geta counter-
offer, your employer knows
that you were looking for
another job. Money aside,
this may have planted seeds
of distrust that you need to
overcome if you acceptthe
counteroffer.

“Employers are human, too,
and remember: You just told
them that you disliked your
situation so much that you
went through the process of
seeking and almost accepting

employment elsewhere,” Mavi

FIND ADVICE

Master job search skills with expert

advice and career resources.

aren’t considered for, or you
may not be asked to lead the
big project you had your heart
set on. That's not to say that
with time, things can't go back
to normal orthat some people
haven't been perfectly happy
accepting counteroffers — it’s
just not the norm.”

Co-worker dynamics

It's also worth considering
your co-workers’responses to
finding out you were prepared
to leave. The feeling of dis-
loyalty or betrayal may not be
exclusive to your manager.

“If it becomes known that
you accepted a counteroffer,
your co-workers may become
resentful of you and the mo-
rale of your department could
change,” says DeLynn Senna,
executive director at Robert
Half Finance & Accounting.
“Other employees could start
to believe that it takes threat-
ening to leave to get a raise or
a better title. Some employees
could even go on the hunt for
a new job so they can receive
their own counteroffer.”

Matt Tarpey is a writer for the
Advice & Resources section
on CareerBuiider.com. He
researches and writes about
job-search strategy, career
management, hiring trends and
workpiace issues.

FOLLOW CAREERBUILDER
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GET COOKING WITH

HELP WANTED- TRUCK DRIVER
TariTara Tmmpatamn is hiring Company Drivers and Owner Operators tor Ratbed, Van, or Tank. Excellent equipment, pay, benefits, home
weekly. Call800-650-0292 or apply wwwtanlara.us (MICH)
MISCELLANEOUS

STOP OVERPAYING foryourprescrpdonsl S*VE! Callour licensed Canadian and International phartricy, compaw prices and get $25.00
OFFyoiM' firstprescription! CALI 1-800-259-4150 Promo Code CDC201625 (MICH)

THE EMPLOYMENT
CUISSIFIEDS!

THIS CLASSIFIED SPOT FOR sALB.AdverriseyoiM'productorrecruitanapplicantinmorethan 100 Michigan nempapers atone
time! Only $299Meek. Call this newspaper or 800-227-7636 wm.cna8ds.(X}m {MICH)

OUR HUNTERS WILL PAY TOP $$%$ tohuntyourland. Callfor a free Base Camp Leasing info packet arid quote. 1-866-309-1507

MvwBaseCampLeasing.com (MICH)

W hether you're looking for

STEEL BUILDINGS

PIONEER POLE BUILDINGS- FreeEslimates-Ucensedandinsured-2x6 Trusses-45 Year Warranty GaJvalume Steef-WCoiors-Since
1976-ffl  Michigan-Call Today 1-800-292-0679. (MICH)

ajob in the food industry

or another field, we've got

Professional the recipe for success!

e« Generous portions of

all your needs... regional listings

« A blend of employers and

Personal Chef Professional, employmentagencies
experienced CIA trained chef seeks
part time positions cooking organic/
ethical, nutritional meals forindi-
viduals or families. (248)231-W22
elizabethelliott922ggmail.com

SPICEUP YOUR aiREER -

Pointins BP/ Robert « Wallpaper
nterior *Exterior« Plaster/

O R s ¥ oS
rée Es or
COMPLETE LANDSCAPING * H il i v PUT OUR CUISSIFIEDS TO WORK FOR YOU!
BY LACOURE SERVICES Go Beyond the Job
COMPLETE LANDSCAPING Clean-ups, landscaping, grading, Search.
dding, hydro-seeding, retaini
BY LACOURE SERVICES Salls. iney work brick walks & It it jU t i< MK, lir
Clearv-ups, landscaping, grading, patios. Drainings & lawn irrigation ' It . Jlldit Mint w1l -

sodding, hydro-seeding, retaining
walls, ins. work, brick walks &
patios. Drainings & lawn irrigation
systems, low foundations built
up. Weekly lawn Maintenance.
Haul away unwanted Kerns.

« Commercial » Residential
* 42 years experience
« Licensed and Insured
* Free Estimates

vmnnw.lacotireftérvices.com
248-489-5955 or 248-521-8818

systems, low foundations built
up. Weekly lawn Maintenance.
Haul away unwanted items.

« Commercial + Residential
« 42 years experience
« Licensed and Insured
« Free Estimates

wrww.lecoureservices.com
248-489-5955 or 248-521-8818
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ACROSS
1 Neighbor of
Chile
5 Chemists
outerwear
12 Some
captives
20 Cthies
21 Magic's city
22 Fearmonger
23 Centennial
State
pageant
winner
25 Start to chew
26 Clinic fluids
27 Enjoy a meal
28 DVR biggie
29 Baste, e.g.
30 Text giggle
31 Output of
Tollden
38 Highly skilled
people
40 Prudential
competitor
41"—found Itl"
42 Member
of a noted
racecar-
driving
family
47 Surplus item
51 Be a cast
member of
52 Oklahoma
tribe member
53 Placed in the

55 The NBA's
‘King James'

57120-Down
character
Sarducd

61 Uru.
neighbor

64 Wildlife lair

65 Proverb

66 Add liberally

67 Most August
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SUNDAY PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

101 Cry upon

1021991 Denzel
Washington
film

109 Gave a meal

110 Hubbub

111 Chiang Mai
native

112 Johnny —

113 Pool coverer

middle, to a 100 Navigator

Brit

newboms 115 Open ocean
60 Popular 118 Parts of It
energy drink appear at
73 Anderson of both the
®\WKRP in starts and
Cincinnati' ends of this
74 Rome's puzzle's
country. In eight theme
French phrases
76'FOr— 123 Bel Air
(piano piece) resident,
77 Sun, eg. eg.
79— Moines, 124 Funicello of
lowa the screen
80 Prism, cone 125Cry in
or sphere church
82 Beach shoe 126 Nonclerical
85 Stands for females
hot dishes 127 mPossibly'
86 Melody 128 Veg out, say
87 “Saludl, say
91 Dutch genre  DOWN
painter Jan 1 Cook’s spray
92 Port-au- 2 Like serials
Prince's land 3 Pick again
98 No. on a 4 KGB funder
road sign 5 Lav, in Bath
6 Specter in
Islands, now politics

7 Make
swollen
8 Magna—
9 — par with
10 Stick in
11 Moreover
12 Natural
home
13 With 84-
Down,
lunchmeat
with pimlento
14 Goal in Zen
Buddhism
15 Uno plus
due
16 French bud
17 Knife of TV
ads
18 Oxalate, e.g.
19 Vermont ski
town
24 Wearing a
lounge robe
28 Color a little
30 Tibetan
priest
32 Ending for
enzymes
33 She sang
"Smooth
Operator”
34 m—dam
tootin’!"
354G — (T-
Moblle
offering)
36 Retaliate
37 Like some
criticism

13 14 15 16 17

39 Singer Ochs

43 Actor
Greene

44— -7

45 Luc’s denial

46 Chilling stuff

48 Camera
stand

49 Fixed up

50 Studmuffin

54 West
Germany's
Ludwig

56 Deprived

57 Not genuine

58 Wheel turner

59 Little jerk

60 Patients’ gp.

61 First groups
of Invitees

62 Snappy reply

63 Net minder

65 California’s
— Woods

68 Splinters

70 MBA, say

71 — ray Disc

72 Feature of
the word

mo
75 — -Kit
(police tool)
78 Tub traction
aids
81 Medit. land
82'Or— heal
83 From way
back: Abbr.
84 See 13-
Down

36 37

86 Shut angrily
88 Structure
of a plane
without the
engine
89 Belfry
locales
90 Knotted
93 Quarterback
Boomer
94 Spanish for
"daddy”
95 Ball caller
96'Sk8er—a
(2002 hit)
97 Chick------ A
99 Hold dear
102 Taj—
103 Singer
Menzel
104 Drenched
105 1953 Alan
Ladd title
role
106 Disney
mermaid
107 Religious
branches
108 Die down
114 Rent-—
116 Chop down
117 —-mo
118 Animal
gullet
119A,
In France
12075 TV
debut
121 Ang of film
122 Certain M.D.

iS 19

59

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McCieilan at (517) 702/4247 or
smcciellan@ michigan.coni. Want more puzzles? Check outthe “Just Right Crossword Puzzles"

SUDOK

5
7
7
2
1
3
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TTMIXIZP>PA4A - <mMmAHdArox<zgs > o
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Rnd fhe wordt hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

B7

books at QuilDriver6ooks.com

Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9

grid, broken Into nine 3x3 boxes. To

solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through

9 must fill each row, column and box.

Each number can appear only once in

5 3 each row, column and box. Vou can
figure out the order in which the numbers
will appear by using the numeric dues

9 3 4

3 7 provided in the boxes. The mote numbers
you name, the easier it gets to solve the
puzzle!

2 4
6 z 1 9 S v G 8 L
6 5 8 1t e Zs 8 8 19
8 9 s 1 k Gt 6 Z
1 6 c8z 9 96 L L
fr t 9 6 Z L 8 G 9
9 2 3 S 6 1 G8 1272 9V
9 C 8 1 s 1 Z e
4 9
1S 6 8 9 z L f G
Z1V 1 Gse 9 9 8

-
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moo»z>0>»rRr>»0XAmMO>O0mOe g
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OSOoOP»Pr X+, TMZXAXIUVCMmM<—0O0OZ
WO<DTWNWOZZWXAXOUDZOA>»TOZ—
IOMIZIMXAXTMTCZIZWO COZTIXR
nmoOon <ot wII<TAn>»> A= czZ2<mT
—omzZzEZ—TMTAMCAHAHVWO D X=zZzmz2Z
S n-HzTr xdnwaoxm<oAd4TmronsnC
TmMmY>» T T EOEZ " XIMI->»EO0ZTOT
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mzm>» A< AI>»zxnncr<o-drr
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CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
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PRESIDENT-ELECT TRUMP ASIDE. VW. HIA. CM - AND TNE
INDUSTRY - MOVE DREAD WITH ELECTRIEICATION

Even as a
new president
moves toward
inauguration in
the United States
as a staunch
opponent of
regulationsaimed
atclinmtechange.
it’s full speed

ahead for automakers in rolling
out new electrically powered vehicles
for global markets.

Volkswagen is completing its pivot
from “clean diesel” to electrification.
A Chinese startup called NextEV
has launched an electric car it claims
is the world’s fastest completely
battery-powered automobile, with
big plans to create a lifestyle brand
to match the car’s speed.

And Kia will be bringing its
first hybrid vehicle, the 2017 Niro
Hybrid, to American showrooms
soon - and has come up with a
cutting-edge digital “chatbot” to
help market and explain the car.

Trump’s term may cause the industry
to hit the pause button in certain
ways as carmakers look for the new
Republican administration to go easier

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

on them in terms of fuel-economy
and emissions requirements. But
the horse is far out of the barn,
to use an old-mode metaphor, in
terms of the industry embracing
electric cars.

For example. General Motors is
bringing out itsall-electric Chevrolet
Bolt right now, and Tesla is pushing
ahead with plans for huge output
ofits own mainstream-priced EV,
Model 3, in a year or so.

Since Dieselgate, Volkswagen, too,
has pivoted toward EVs. And CEO
Matthias Muellerjust announced
that the company may actually
build its own EV-battery factory.

VW also disclosed plans to make
EVsin the US by 2021 as part ofa new
push to become a major player in the
American market and to become a
significant factor in a battery-vehicle
segment where Volkswagen had
been an afterthought until lately.

Kia has launched NiroBot, a new
bot for Facebook Messenger, to deliver
instant access to comprehensive
product information for the Niro.

The gambit is part ofa growing
wave of brands using chatbots, which
USA Today defines as “a largely
automated, interactive experience

NMLS# 30 Yr. Pte.
11t Cholo* Mortgage Landing 135560  {734)469-0782 ' 3,875 0
Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 3.875 0
AP Financial 2431 j, (877)23445600 3.875 o
Amarlplut Mortgage Corp. 127S31 (248) 740-2323 3.875 0
Dearborn Federal Savingt Bank 399721 ,; (313)565-3100 3,875- o
Lendarful.oom 1326443 lenderful.com 4.125 0
Fifth Third Bank 403245 | (800)792-8830 ,' 4.125- 0
Ross Mortgage 107716 (246)282-1602 4.25 0
, Zeal Credit Union 406356 (734)466-6113 4.126 0.26

that assists consumers with
questions and sells them goods
and services.”

Earlier this month, for instance,

Twitter announced that it
will launch it own chatbot,
which already is being used
by Pizza Hut, Spotify, Tesco,
Evernote and other brands.
And Uber users can hail a
cab via chatbot. Meanwhile,
Staples, Mastercard and Bank
of America are just a few of
the brands that have launched
bols in recent months.

“Where brands were once
defined by their visual expression
and human interaction, we'e
now entering a stage where brands
also will be defined through digital
voice,” said Dylan Stuart, partner at
Lippincott, a creative consulting firm.
“As chatbots cross the digital divide
from transactions to relationships,
the face and nature of branding is
evolving.”

Facebook is now selling ads on
the popular messaging service to
brands that can reach people they’ve
interacted with, routing Facebook
users to Messenger. People who have
started conversations with brands
on Messenger will be invited to
“converse” with a chatbot.

Messenger now works on Android
Auto, meaning that users will be
able to listen to and reply to texts
from friends on Messenger using
voice commands.

15Yr.

The all-new 2017 Kia Niro Hybrid Utility Vehicle

For Kia, the NiroBot on Messenger
will allow the brand to “talk” with
consumers about comprehensive
information about the new EV, interior
and exterior galleries, multimedia
product overviews and the ability
to schedule a test drive.

“Kicking off our pre-launch
strategy by breaking new ground
with our bot for Messenger [will]
make the new-car research process
much easier and more efficient for
shoppers,” Kimberley Gardiner,
director of marketing for Kia Motors
America, said in a news release.

“The user-friendly interface
combines the experience of being
ina showroom with the convenience
and mobility today’ car buyers
are looking for as users interact
with the NiroBot at their own pace
and focus on the specific areas that

Transportation

REAL ESTATE SALES
OPPORTUNITY

best deal for you...

interest them most.”

Certainly Trump was far from the
minds of Next executives as they
pulled the wraps offthe N1O EP9,
which boasts 1,360 horsepower, zero-
t0-160-mph speed of 7.1 seconds and
alap record for EVs at the famous
Nuerburgring circuit in Germany.

The NIO EP9 was introduced
at the swanky Saatchi Gallery on
Kings Road, London, though it will
first go on sale in its native China.

The car will go on sale in China
first and then around the world, the
company said. “This visionary electric
brand will help users rediscover the
joyful lifestyle’ of car ownership
by creating inspiring vehicles that
deliver superior performance, a new
benchmark for aesthetic design
and unique user experience,” the
statement said.
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Above Information available as of 11/23/16 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com.

til Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

©2016 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

Careers

NOTICE TO SPECTRUM CABLE CUSTOMERS

Important Information about Your Spectrum Channel Lineup
Conmmrunities Servedt Farmington Hills; Farmington; Livonia; Novi; and Redford. M1

Hifective on or after Decermber 6, 2016, Fuse will be added on Digi Tier 1/Fremier

Channels, channel 76 and in HO on channel 276

Hifective on or arfter Decermber 13 2016, impact Network HDvnll be added to Digi

One on channel 147 and 347 will move from Digi

Tier 1, channel 369
Premier Channels to Spectrum |VSelect/Standard

For a complete channel lineup, visit bri*thouse.com.

For more information, please call 1-877-885-8318
or visit our website at brighthouse.com

Spectrurrih

Assorted

ems

all kinds of things...

MESMMmMm

Notional Geo%lraghic_Ma azines-
From 200 16.
with coses. $300 cosh. 248-668-0406

Great Buys

Estate Antique Auction
Fridoy Night, Dec 2 at epm
11580 Oigar Romulus, 48174.

Furniture, Asian Collection, Fine
Art, Gold watches, Great Lamps,
Llodro, Toy's, Large Children's A
Doll Furnitdre Collection, & More!

See 400 Photos A List:

WWWADou90a|t0nAuctI20neer.com.

Livonio-Olen Eden Park 4 plots
$3,600 for all or $1000 each

Christmas Marketplace
Sat. Dec. 3rd 9om-4pm
Commerce United Methodist Church,
1155 N. Commerce Rd. Cookies,
Crafts, & Raffle. Fresh green ar~
rongements & lunch. (248) 363-3935

Adopt Me

6 to

Farmington-Olen Eden Cemeter
2 plots in nnlg/ Garden. Section
#38. 4. Ca

M

Tier 1/

new beginnings..

ACCOUNTING/
HUMAN RESOURCE CLERK

word, Excel
Mon-Fn. Good

Resume to: 146!

Full-Time. Accounting experience
needed. Construction background
preferred. Exp'd

. in Microsoft
ond Power Point.
Salary/Benetits,
Jib Street

Plymouth, M| 48170
Pieose no phone coils.

DIRECT CARE: * New wage*

9.50fhr. trained;

must be 18 & have a

valid Mi driver's license; CLS/MORC
trained preferred. Full time and

art

time; many shifts; support adults

living in their

ly os possible by

DIRECT CARE STAFF - Carin
staff to ossist and support individuals
to live in their homes os independent-

I own homes; make a
difference! 734-728-4M1

- Carin

assisting with recre-

ation, daily living needs, transporta-

tion, other duties and services. $10.50/

hrtostarf.

Mint Condition

RN, LPN or MA
ractice in Ann Arbor

Dermatology
¥664 /Plymout

Il 520-625-5378 mofivated:

Call 586808-5233

Dermatology exp'd. preferred.
Salary commensurate with_
experience. Excellent benefit

,\Package including 401K.
0 Weexends/No Evenings.
a2dermOaol.com

Call 734-722-4580 E xt#19

area is seekin’a
RN, LPN or MA

Tum your dust
L seeucssensgssinto dollars by
S SomRLete Treatment System, -
homedépot.com pot placlng a.

find a new friend...

QASSAED QI

CASH PAID or CONSIGNMENT for

E
TSC - WH AKE
10150 Highland Rd. Sun. Dec. 11th
4PM-6:30PM DHPP Lepto CV BDT

$38, 3year Rabies $14, Heartworm
Test $15 w/ purchase of 6 months
heartworm prevention.
MUST BRING AD. Skin E7aorl& Eye

exoms avail. 313-A-5 R4I§hor

Vintage Antique & Other Valuable
Items. Single ltems to storage units
to entire estates. Professjonal,
courteous, fair, honest, discreet older
gentleman. | DRIVE TO YOU
costume & tine iewelry,
military, collections, books, toys,
stereos, instruments, ephemera,
clothing, Christmas, much more.

oins,
knick knacks,

BSE, MSA:
248-795-0362. www.1844weoavvau.com

You
It’s right here, from the front
to the back of your Observer &
Eccentric Media newspapers.

**Som e restrictions apply D 10

CLASSREL

L o c a l

n

don't have to

.800-879-7388

OnEnn&Eccmic
MEDIA

e W S .

fish for it.

Totally Local Coverage!

to subscribe, call: 866-887-2737

(0] server &
h e

E ccentric

b \%
t Ifa. 5 ! )ﬂz
omatewnllfa.eem ,'XI R


http://www.rmcreport.com
http://www.Dou9OaltonAuctloneer.com
http://www.1844weoavvau.com

