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SUSAN BROMLEY
Journey Phillips, 9, of West Bloomfield milks a goat at the MSU Extension Tollgate Farm in Novi
as her mom. Crystal Johnson, watches.
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These area students were among the more than 1,300 named to the

Livonia, Mich. «» madonna.edu Dean's List for the Winter 2016 Semester, with a grade point average of 3.25 or higher.
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NORM POWELL

Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore in Munising is part of Norm Powell's photography exhibit "American Landscapes" at the Novi Civic Center through the end of July.

PHOTOGRAPHER TAKES TO THE
ROAD TO FOLLOW HIS PASSION

Susan Bromley
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Norm Powell with "Pictured Rocks" one of the many photographs currently in his "American Landscapes" exhibit nﬁ
this month at the Novi Civic Center.
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Quartzite Palis, Arvon Township, in the Upper Peninsula, part of Norm ﬁ]
Powell's photography exhibit "American Landscapes."
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Back from the brink, Olga’s ready to expand
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Win a Christmas in Jniy Gift

Look for this holiday icon hidden on the
pages of Christmas in July section inserted
into all Observer & Eccentric newspapers
or online at Hometownlife.com. Correctly
identify ail of the pages where the icon is
hidden and mail the entry form or enter the
contest on Facebook.
2016

Holiday Icon

All entries must

be received by

August 2nd, 2016.

Publication Dates:
July 21: Observers and Hometown
July 24: Eccentrics

WIn Great Prizes!

| $50 Gift Certificate (White | $50 Gift Certificate
Strips) Premier Pet Supply
Dolores J. Baron, D.D.S. Beverly Hills

31215 Southfield Road,
Beverly Hills, Ml 48025
ROCHESTER HILLS

63 W. Auburn Road,
Rochester Hills, Ml 48307
NOVI

47810 Grand River Avenue,
Novi, MI 48374

| Gift Basket
TranquiliTea
904 W, Ann Arbor Trail
Plymouth, MI 48170
1103 N. Main Street Suite A | $50 Gift Certificate
Kramer Jewelry
25766 Woodward Ave.
Royal Oak, MI 48067

Royal Oak, MI 48067

| $75 Gift Certificate

| $50 Gift Certificate

Metals in Time

400 S Main St

Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

Michael’s Lamp Shop
17621 West 12 Mile Road
Lathrup Village, Ml 48076

Ten others will win
Buddy’s Pizza coupons!
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Mark Poll, husband of Caitlin Helgesen of Mitsubishi Electric, Mason Rakoskl, son of Mark
Rakoski of Mitsubishi Electric, and Joe Teed of Mitsubishi Electric, present a donation of $11,747

via check to Deb Madonna from The Miracle League of Plymouth.

Mitsubishi

supports Miracle Le
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Outdoor hikes can ‘inspire fresh thinking’

Julie Brown
Staff Write
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A c a d e m ic

A rea graduates earn scholarships for academic
achievements and financial literacy at a
special awards ceremony at Madonna University

thanks to donor Ray Okonski.

i+ C elebrating 31 y € a r s

D aniel E an M aggie John
E vans M aloney KOﬂdEk Dolan
Gradua.te o f: Gradl:Jate o f: G.radua.te o f: Gradu.ate o f:
Seaholm High School Catholic Central Harrison High School Groves High School
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University of Michigan University of Notre Dame University of Michigan University of Michigan
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SIIRIHARIMURTIII JIILJREE Zain (Claire
B iiaskaramljrthi H ong KIl ERA Wang
G raduate o f: Gradu.ate.of: Graduz:\te o f: G raduate o f:
Farmington High School Bloomfield Hills High School Canton High School Country Day School
_W ilt A ttend: .Wil_lAtterId:_ W itl A ttend: WiIIAtt.endZ.
University of Michigan University of Michigan Vanderbilt University Stanford University
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Kids frolic at
annual Wayne
County Mud Day

Brad Kadrich

Staff Writer
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DOWN AND DIRTY

hometownlife.com

KELLY DOBSON
In a reversal of winter fun, these kids made "mud angels" Tuesday at Wayne County Mud Day.

KELLY DOBSON KELLY DOBSON
Children's mud-covered bodies took on the appearance of The Westland Fire Department, to the delight of all parents, provided the invaluable service of hosing the kids off before they
stone statues. climbed into their parent's cars.
< TH. .
? VAaA» o oA
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KELLY DOBSON
Mom didn't mind a little mud herself while capturing the image at Wayne County Mud Day.
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SHOWROOM OF

KELLY DOBSON
Mud loves company as thousands of kids took part in Mud Day.

FINE JEWELRY

KELLY DOBSON
A little mud
can't stop a

Showroom of Elegance has been a leader in fine jewelry big hug.
since 2000. With over 3,000 square feet in our store,

we stock one of the area's largest collections of jewelry.

showroomofeiegance.com |734.207.1906

6018 N. CANTON CENTER RD. - CANTON, Ml
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Events

Joe’s Catering will handle every detail to make
yourwedding memorable!

We specialize increating memorable experiences
events. Exceptional cuisine, superior service, and
quality are presentin everything we do. Experience
the full service attention you crave.
Now booking for 2017!

Gourmet Market

Fresh

33152 W. Seven Mile Road, Livonia, M| 48152

248477.4333

Sale valid 7-14-16 dmi 7-20-16
) ) Voors: Sun 9-7; Moa-Sai 9-8
While Supplies Last «Prices subject to change.
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Coach Snell grateful for

health-restoring donation

Thurston assistant coach
gives friend the gift of life

Ed Wright
Staff Writer

At some point during the
aftermath of his heroic kidney-
donation surgery on June 20,
Redford Thurston assistant
football coach Pete Kotsogian-
nis requested a modest and

tainly life- enhancing) proce-
dure’s benefactor — Redford
Thurston head football coach
(and Kotsogiannis’s brother-in-
law) Bob Snell.

“Since I've only been a coor-
dinator on the defensive side of
the ball, | told Bob that all |
wanted in return was to caU the
first offensive play for Thur-
ston this season,” Kotsogiannis
revealed, smiling. “We work on
all these trick plays, but never
use them. If he lets me call the

lighthearted favor from the
potential life-saving (and cer-

NEXT CHALLENGE: WORLD JUNIORS

play, we’re running a fancy

one.

The fact that Kotsogiannis
and Snell were able to joke
about the amazing and delicate
four-person, paired donor kid-
ney transplants that also in-
volved two participants from
California — a pair of acquaint-
ances, like Snell and Kotsogian-
nis, one of whom was the recipi-
ent of Kotsogiannis’ kidney,
the other a donor for Snell —
was a reflection of the proce-

See DONATION, Page B3

TIM SMITH, EDITOR
TSMITH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
734-469-4128

Longtime friends and fellow Redford Thurston football coaches Pete

Kotsogiannis (left) and Bob Snell are doing well a few days after
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With the Olympic rings towering behind him at Bahna Wrestling Center in Ann Arbor, Alec Pantaleo bursts with American pride.

JUST TRY TD2O

ST O P

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

To be the best, Alec Panta-
leo figures he’ll have to beat
the best.

He’ already very close.
That’s apparent to anybody
who knows what Pantaleo has
been able to accomplish on the
wrestling mat whether at
Canton High School or the
University of Michigan.

And he isn’t stopping there.
Pantaleo, who just turned 20,
now plans to slam his way to
international success and help
Team USA win gold Aug. 30
through Sept. 4 at the United
World Wrestling World Junior
Championships in Macon,
France.

“The best is yet to come,”
said Pantaleo, whose dad

Summer Specials

FUEL ER PACKAGE
Or get $15 on your Owner Advantage Card

= Synthetic Blend Oil Change 1 Tire Rotation and Pressure
Check = Brake Inspections « Vehicle Check-Up e Fluid Top-Off

« Battery Test « Filter Check < Belts and Hoses Check
Retail purchases only. Up to five quarts of Motorcraft® oil and oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and
disposal fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. See Quick Land® Manager for details.
Motorcraft® is a registered trademark of Ford Motor Company. Expires 6-31-16

Regular S199.95
COMPLETE

B RAKTE

SERVICE
Lifetime Brake Pad Guarantee
»Replace Front or Rear Pads/Shoes

>Machine Front or Rear Rotors/Drums < Free Tire Rotate « Free Car Wash
, MUST PRESENT COUPON WHEN ORDER IS WRITTEN. Plus tax and shop supplies. Most makes.

$50 mail-in rebates

H | M

Canton alum Pantaleo ready to take wrestling world by storm with Team USA

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Getting in some reps Tuesday are Team USA junior wrestlers Alec
Pantaleo (left) and Sal Profaci, from New Jersey.

SERVICING ALL MAKES A MODELS including FORD

49251 Grand River Ave., N

800-837-5682

(Mike) and uncles (Joe, Dan)
set the family tone with suc-
cess on the mat either at the
collegiate or international
levels. “For me, | can do any-
thing | put my mind to. | see
no reason why | can’t win gold
in France, why | can’t keep
pushing forward, keep im-
proving.

“Hopefully soon my bud-
dies | 've been training with
can come along with me on
the ride. 1'U just be surround-
ed by successful people.
That’s what I 'm really excited
about.”

The Pantaleo legacy

This has been a whirlwind
year for Pantaleo, finishing

See PANTALEO, Page B2

ovi

L

Kotsogiannis donated a kidney and Snell received one.

PREP SWIMMING

Venos IS new
Mercy girls
swim coach

Has record of success as
Brother Rice boys mentor

Dan O'Meara
Staff Writer

Mercy High School has
found a most capable and qual-
ified individual to take charge
of its enormously successful
swimming and diving program.

Mike Venos, who has had
parallel results in his 17 years
with the Brother Rice boys,
will coach the Mercy girls, too.

He replaces Shannon Dun-
worth, who resigned recently
after 12 seasons with the Mar-
lins to take a non-coaching job
in Texas.

“l can’tbegin to tell you how
excited | am with this new
opportunity,”Venos said. “This
is a program thatis rich in
tradition. These
young ladies
know how to
work and un-
derstand how to
compete, and
they walk
around with the
pride ofa Mercy Venos
girl.”

The Venos
family is very familiar with
Mercy. Venos’ mother, aunt,
wife, sister-in-law and daughter
are graduates of the school.

As was the case when Dun-
worth replaced Jim Downs in
2004, Venos had a lot of phone
calls from past and present
Mercy parents and swimmers,
asking him to put his name into
consideration for the position.

“The support | have re-
ceived from people | know and
a few | don’t has been com-
pletely overwhelming,” he said.
“If | hadn’tapplied, 1don’t
think the women in my family
would have ever spoken to me
again.”

Venos’wife, Angela, is a
former Mercy diver, and their
daughter, Kelsey, is a former
Mercy swimmer who was a
member of the first four teams
coached by Dunworth.

“lI've known Shannon for a
very long time, and | have
witnessed what his approach
can do for these young ladies,”
Venos said. “My daughter is a
confident, successful young
lady due in large part to what
she gained from Mercy swim-
ming. | look forward to con-
tinuing what Shannon has built
upon with the Mercy legacy.”

Coaching a girls team is
nothing new for Venos, who did
that at Pontiac Notre Dame
Prep the past three years.

See VENOS, Page B2
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PANTALEO

Continued from Page Bl

sixth in NCAA Division | at 149
pounds before blitzing all com-
ers at the UWW Junior Nation-
als and Junior World Team
Thials (in April and May, re-
spectively).

He wrestled at 66 kilograms
(145.5 pounds) for the latter two
events.

After defeating Matthew
Kolodzik in the Junior World
Team Trials to punch his ticket
to France, the younger Pantaleo
was thrilled to continue his
family’s wrestling legacy.

“Uncle Joe was a two-time
national runner-up,”Pantaleo
said. “But also coming off his
sophomore year in college, just
like me, he won junior nationals
and then went out on the junior
world team out to Russia and he
won the Junior World Cham pi-
onships.

“We’re big in my family on
the idea every generation
should be better off than the
previous one, right?”

Bahna blast

Odds are in Alec Pantaleo’™
favor that he might do just that.
He now is in the final stretch of
preparation for the World Ju-
niors, working from July 15-24
at the Olympic TVaining Center
in Colorado Springs, Col.

That followed weeks of gru-
eling work against the likes of
2012 Olympian Jake Herbert
and two-time national champion
Kellen Russell at Bahna Wres-
tling Center in Ann Arbor.

“Jake is a two-time national
champ, Kellen’s a two-time
nation” champ,” Pantaleo said.
“If | can do what they did and
figure out how they did it. I 'm
going to get exactly what 1want
out of this sport.”

According to Pantaleo, who
is built like a tank yet lightning
quick, Bahna Wrestling Center
also doubles as a regional train-
ing center for the Olympic
circuit and senior level guys
(older than 20; juniors are ages
18-20 according to USA Wres-
tling).

“I’'m constantly getting top
guys in the nation in that
room,” Pantaleo said. “That’s
who | trained with to get pre-
pared. Those guys were train-
ing for the Olympic trials, so |
was doing whatever they were
doing, basically.”

Step by step

Pantieo’ path to the cusp of
international glory began with
his hometown Chiefs, where he
was an all-stater and as a senior
in 2014 lost in the championship
bout to Novi-Detroit Catholic
Central’s Myles Amine (in-
cidentally, now a good friend
and U-M teammate).

With the Wolverines, Panta-
leo has upped his game up a
notch — all with the ultimate
goal of being an Olympian med-
alist in mind.

“l knew going into college
that | had the kind of intangi-
bles you can’t teach, like speed
and strength,” Pantaleo empha-
sized. “Technique | knew could
only get better.

“That’s the one reason why |
picked U-M. They saw | was
athletic enough to hold my own
and they taught me all the tech-
nique | know to beat the best
guys in the nation.”

By the way, Pantaleo also
has had to overcome a partial
tear of his acromioclavicular
(AC) joint and a severe cut over
his left eye sustained during
Junior Nationals.

“A kid broke all four teeth
off inmy eye right here,” he
recalled. “And they stitched it
up and wrapped my head, had
the stitches in for two weeks
after Junior Nationals, took
them out, same day at practice
blew it back open again.

“So they stitched it up and at

VENDS

Continued from Page Bl

“Philosophically, my ap-
proach is the same with the
girls, although physiologically |
may tailor my workouts a little
differently,” Venos said. “I
have the same high expecta-
tions in and out of the pool for
all the teams | coach.”

Venos, who will be 52 next
month, also has coached the
Beachwood Recreation Associ-
ation’s summer club team for
34 years. There are 288 kids in
the program, ranging in age
from 4 to 18.

“l love it,” he said. “Teach-
ing these little kids how to
enjoy the competitive sport of
swimming is the reason | have
been coaching all these years.”

Venos has been a high school
coach for 31 years, starting at
his alma mater. Grand Blanc, in

0 & E Media | Thursday, July 14, 2016

LOCAL SPORTS

hometownlife.com

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Even warmups are intense for Alec Pantaleo, getting set for Tuesday's training session at Bahna Wrestling Center in Ann Arbor.

THE PANTALEO FILE

Who: Alec Pantaleo, 2014 graduate
of Canton High School and entering
his junior year at the University of
Michigan, where he finished sixth in
NCAA Division | at 149 pounds in
2015-16.

What: Pantaleo will compete from
Aug. 30 through Sept. 4 on Team
USA at the United World Wrestling
World Junior Championships in
Macon, France. To qualify, he was
champion at the UWW Junior Na-
tionals and Junior World Team Trials
at 56 kilograms (145.5 pounds).

In the blood: The 20-year-old's
parents are Mike and Wendy Panta-
leo of Canton. He isthe latest family
member to enjoy major success in
wrestling. Mike was a two-time
All-American at Olivet College in
the 1980s and in recent years was an
assistant coach at Canton High
School. His uncle Joe Pantaleo was a
two-time finalist for Michigan in
1988 and 1989, and in 1987 was
Junior World Champion. Uncle Dan
Pantaleo was a NCAA wrestling
champ at Olivet.

Cheering section: Pantaleo's ef-
forts at the World Juniors will be
closely followed by his former head
coach at Canton, Cory Mancuso, and
Chiefs teammates such as fellow
2014 alum Ben Griffin (now a wres-
tler at Eastern Michigan). "Coach
Mancuso, he's always cheering me
on. Ben Griffin, we're still good
buddies."”

Eye on future: After Pantaleo
graduates from Michigan in 2018,
he intends to turn his sights on
making the 2020 U.S. Olympic wres-
tling team.

the World Team trials I'm like T
can’t wrestle with my head
wrapped again.’ I’'m good to go,
but my body’s saying ‘Whoa,
whoa, slow down.”

Hard and fast

After taking a month-long
break to heal from those in-
juries, Pantaleo doubled down

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton native Alec Pantaleo also is a standout wrestler for the University

of Michigan.

on training. Even when not at
Bahna, he literally went the
extra mile — scaling the hills at
Plymouth’s McClumpha Park,
for example.

Of course, nothing but wres-
tling itself could get him ready
for the test ahead, he said.

“We’re big on believing if
you want to get in shape for
wrestling, you got to do a lot of
wrestling,” Pantaleo said. “Run-
ning and all that is good, but
that’s not what will get you in
wrestling shape.

“We do a lot of grind match-
es, non-stop, hard-nosed, just
going at it against your training
partner.”

JOHN STORMZAND | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Coach Mike Venos is pictured with Brother Rice captains (from left) Chris
Nodland, Jack Kennedy, Mark Blinstrub and Gust Kouvaris after the
Warriors won the 2015 state championship.

the 1980s and including stops at
Bloomfield Hills Andover and
Ferndale.

He has been at Brother Rice

for 18 seasons — the last 17 as
head coach. During that time,
the Warriors have won the
Catholic League championship

Outside the wrestling room
would be sprints and weightlift-
ing.

“Very fast-twitch, firing the
muscles,” Pantaleo said. “Our
weightlifting is all Olympic-
style lifting where it’s fast-
twitch, full-body workout, no
isolating muscles. It’s full body.

“We train to be athletes, not
to look good in the mirror.”

Food for thought

All of that heavy lifting
needs proper nutrition.

“| stick to all my veggies,”
Pantaleo said. “I look at my
body as a race car. You wouldn’t
put crap into your race car’s

every year and four Division 1
state titles, including the last
three.

Brother Rice has compiled a
dual-meet record of 144-22-1
under Venos, who has coached
more than 100 all-state swim-
mers, including 10 individual
and 11 relay state champions.

Venos, who teaches theology
at Brother Rice and is the fa-
ther of four, was named Coach
of the Year in 2013 by the Mich-
igan Interscholastic Swim
Coaches Association.

He takes over a Mercy pro-
gram that has won six state
titles in the last 12 years. The
Marlins will return a lot of
talented individuals from a
team that finished third in the
Division 1state meet behind
Ann Arbor Skyline and Saline.

“Our goal is the same year
in and year out, no matter what
kind of talent we may have,”
Venos said. “We want to focus
on the things we can control.

gas tank, you’d put in premium
gas. That’s how | look at my
food, | look at what’s going to
give me fuel?

“| stick to carbohydrates for
energy, protein, | drink at least
a gallon-and-a-half of water a
day, | work out twice a day. |'m
very, very strict on my diet. |
am a big believer that what you
eat affects your performance.”

To that end, Pantaleo credit-
ed his mom, Wendy, for helping
him stay on task.

“My mom eats very clean,
she’ sort of a fitness guru in a
way,” he said. “She’ll make the
best salad you ever had.”

Meanwhile, he added that a
truly golden moment came
after winning a spot on Team
USA.

“It was great making the
team and everything,” Pantaleo
said. “But then | saw my dad
tweeted me Tm one proud
father.” That’s the stuff that
matters.”

Bottom line

Mike and Wendy Pantaleo
will be cheering from Canton
when their son is competing in
France, and if Alec has any-
thing to say they will have plen-
ty to shout about.

“Our junior freestyle team,
its stacked,” he continued. “Ten
guys and all of these guys,
they’re good, really good.

“This is probably the best
freestyle team for the junior
USA that we've ever had. So we
(teammates) were talking, not
only are we going to bring
home a lot of individual gold,
but we’re going to bring home
team gold.”

It’s tough to argue that point
with Alec Pantaleo, whose
physical prowess is matched by
an unquenchable desire to
reach the pinnacle.

tsmith@horetoanlife.com
Twitter: @TinBmith Sports

and that means just trying to
swim and dive as well as we
can.

“If we go into the state meet
focused on that, we will be very
successful. It’s never been
about winning; it’s about being
the best.”

Interestingly, swimming
was not the original sport of
choice for Venos, who was a
baseball player in his early
teens.

“My dad told me, in the
winter of my freshman year, |
was not going to sit on the
couch waiting for baseball to
begin,” he said. “l was cut from
the basketball team and, with
no swimming experience at all,
joined the varsity team at
Grand Blanc.”

Venos began his coaching
career a year after he left high
school with the summer club
team at Warwick Hills Golf &
Country Club, site of the for-
mer Buick Open tournament.
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Rams sizzling like fireworks during posMth run

Local LCBL team

strings together
four-game
success streak

Ed Wright
staff Writer

Refreshed and re-energized,
the Michigan Rams have
emerged from a mini-post-4th-
of-July break with a robust
four-game winning streak.

The series of victories
pushed the Rams’record to
18-6-1 in the Livonia Collegiate
Baseball League.

On Sunday, head coach Rick
Berryman’ diamond men
swept a pair of contests from
the Sting in a doubleheader
played at Brother Rice Field in
Troy.

In Sunday’s nightcap game,
the Rams overcame a late 5-2
deficit by plating two runs in
both the fifth and sixth innings
to pull out a 6-5 triumph and
make a winner out of relief
pitcher Mike Kanitra (Livonia
Stevenson), who hurled three
innings of shutout relief. Ka-
nitra struck out three while
giving up just three harmless
hits and a walk.

The Rams, who outhit the
Sting 12-7, were powered by
two-hit games from Tristen
Jorah, who also added an RB |
and two runs, Anthony DiPo-
nio, Tyler Lowe and Alex Pec-
zynski, who contributed a pair
of RBI.

USA HOCKEY

TOM BEAUDOIN

Michigan Rams second baseman Alex Peczynski turns a double play during a game earlier this summer.

Jake Vanitvelt was the lone
Sting player to record two
safeties.

In Sunday’s first game,
Stevenson grad Jack Ferguson
tossed a complete-game gem
as the Rams nipped their hosts,
2-1.

Ferguson, who is a sopho-
more-to-be at Saginaw Valley
State University, scattered

eight hits without yielding a
walk. The former Spartan
mound ace fanned seven Sting
batters.

The winners’offense was
fueled by James Hall’s two-hit,
one-RBI effort. Peczynski
went 2-for-3 with an RB1, while
Zack Schmidtke and Patrick
Downing also reached on hits.

Ben Hart went 3-for-3 with

a double for the Sting.

Sting starting pitcher P.J.
Callahan was a hard-luck loser
after giving up just six hits
and two walks over seven
frames.

On July 7, the Rams started
their week-long mastery of the
Sting by posting a 7-2 victory
in a game played at Sterling
Heights Stevenson High

School.

The setback dropped the
reeling Sting to 7-13-1.

Jared Tobey was the win-
ning pitcher after holding the
Sting to just one unearned run
over the first four stanzas. The
Sting managed just one hit off
Tobey, who struck out five.

Addison Pawelek was stel-
lar in relief for the Rams, al-
lowing just four baserunners
in three innings of work.

Jessie Rometty was the
losing pitcher as the Rams
exploded for six runs in the
first two innings.

The bulk of the Rams’of-
fensive firepower was provid-
ed by Lowe (2-for-3, home run,
three RBI), DiPonio (2-for-4,
RBI, two runs) and Hall, who
delivered two hits and an RBI.

Vanitvelt stroked two sin-
gles for the Sting.

On July 6, the Rams up-
ended the Cubs, 6-3, in a game
that unfolded at Livonia’ Ford
Field.

Brendan Wetmore (West-
land John Glenn) earned the
win after hmiting the Cubs to
just two hits and two walks
(with four strikeouts) during
his 2Vfiinnings of relief work.
Ferguson picked up a save
after throwing a perfect sev-
enth inning.

Andre Gard took the loss
for the Cubs despite throwing
a complete game.

Eight different Rams
stroked one hit a piece. The
longest was launched by the
bat of Lowe, who cranked a
two-run home run.

ewhght@hometoanlife. com

High-energy help wanted

Plymouth-based
program hiring
mascot, announcer

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Hockey lovers with a bit of
flair and showmanship might
want to give USA Hockey’s Na-
tional Team Development Pro-
gram in Plymouth a call.

The program — which in-
cludes the U.S. NTDP Under-17
and Under-18 teams — is looking
for somebody to don Rushmore’s
eagle uniform.

“With the mascot, we need
somebody whose willing to put on
a show, willing to have fun, that’s
a big partofour game day,”
NTDP communications and mar-
keting manager Jake Wesolek
said.

In addition, a high-energy
voice is being sought to announce
all the NTDP goals, assists and
penalties that take place during

DONATION

Continued from Page Bl

dure’s early-stage success.

On June 21, the day the anony-
mous donor’s kidney was surgical-
ly implanted into Snell’s abdomen
at the University of Michigan Hos-
pital, the 54-year-old veteran Thur-
ston football and baseball coach
was in dire straits.

A genetic condition called poly-
cystic kidney disease had reduced
Snell’s kidney function to a danger-
ous four-percent level, making
dialysis a daunting probability.

Despite the relentless fatigue
and dramatic weight loss that ac-
celerated during the past year,
Snell continued to teach and coach
at Thurston — with only a few
people (members of his family and
his closest friends) aware of the
battle he was waging.

“There’s a good chance | may
not have been able to coach this
coming season without the trans-
plant; or, at the very least, | prob-
ably would have missed several
practices because | would have
been on dialysis,” noted SneU, em-
phasizing the exquisite timing of
the procedure.

“For Pete to step up for me like
he did, | mean, | can’t come close to
putting it into words as far as how
grateful | am. The way | felt after
the transplant compared to how |
felt before it is like night and day.

“| feel great now. | lost 24
pounds in the past year or so (going
from 165 to 141 pounds), so it was
taking a toll on my body. But I've
already started to gain some
weight and my energy level is so

COURTESY USA HOCKEY
USA Hockey NTDP mascot Rushmore
makes this young hockey fan's day
during a 2015 community event.

2016 -17 contests at USA Hockey
Arena.
“We need somebody to come in

much greater.”

Kotsogiannis, whose sister is
married to Snell, said he didn’t
hesitate to volunteer for the paired
donor program once he heard
about the worsening condition of
Snell’s health.

“When you think about donating
an organ in the abstract — when
you ask yourself, Would | donate a
kidney to a loved one if the need
arose’— itposes kind of a dilemma
in your mind, because you think
about all the things that go along
with it,” admitted Kotsogiannis.
“But when it happened in reality, it
clarified things and, for me at
least, it made the decision (to do-
nate a kidney) a no-brainer.

“I’'ve been coaching with Bob
for close to 20 years now. He’s not
only been a mentor, but he’s been
like a brother.”

According to the University of
Michigan Transplant Center’s web-
site, the paired donor program can
greatly enhance the odds of match-
ing up potential donors to people in
need of a kidney.

The paired Iddney program is
offered to patients like Snell, who
have a willing donor (Kotsogiannis)
whose blood type isn’t a viable
match.

With the help of an elaborate
nationwide computer network,
matches are found for the pro-
gram’s participants and then the
meticulous task of coordinating the
actual transplants is coordinated
between the patients’transplant
centers.

The paired program is advanta-
geous to the benefactors because
living kidneys have a higher (and
significantly longer) success rate
compared to kidneys that are taken

and pump the crowd up, have
energy and kind of represent the
brand,” Wesolek added.

Rushmore, nicknamed Rush,
has been a fixture at NTDP
games both at the Ann Arbor Ice
Cube and last year in Plymouth.

He often greets fans of all
ages as they walk through the
arena doors and kibitzes with
fans throughout the game in sec-
tions and along corridors.

As for agame public address
announcer, the NTDP is looking
for somebody who can “engage
the crowd with energetic, bold,
easy tounderstand announce-
ments”and work in concert with
game day staff members, among
other duties.

Think you have what it takes?
Email Wesolek at jakew@usa-
hockey.org and include a resume,
cover letter and sample audio
files.

tsith@hometonnlife.com

Twitter: @TinBmith Sports

Download our free apps for iPhore, iPad
orAndroid!

from a deceased donor, the website
noted.

The wait for a deceased person’s
kidney can also stretch over sever-
al years.

Humans require only one
healthy kidney to live a full and
normal life.

“Pete and | joined the program
about a year and a half ago,” Snell
said. “We both had toundergo a
series of tests, including blood and
tissue evaluations. Once all the
preliminary work is done, you wait
and hope.”

“The entire process was really a
miracle of God and a miracle of
medicine,” Kotsogiannis added.

SneU and Kotsogiannis emphat-
icaUy praised the efforts of the U
of M Transplant Center, particular-
ly Chad Abbott, who played a key
role in orchestrating their success-
ful experience.

“There’s actuaUy an entire team
of people who do a lot to make this
work,” Kotsogiannis said. “The fact
that they’re able to find matches
for people on the other side of the
country like they did for us is just
remarkable.”

Individuals who may wish to
consider donating a kidney should
call 1-800-333-9013. Potential do-
nors undergo tests for blood and
tissue type before going through a
pre-donation evaluation, which
includes a nephrologist, a trans-
plant surgeon and a social worker.

Living donors are free to confi-
dentialUy withdraw from the pro-
-am atany time during the dona-
tion evaluation process and are not
obligated to donate.

ewright@hometoanlife.com

SPORTS ROUNDUP

Brine Academy all-star

Zoe Weber, daughter of Doug and Kim Weber
of Canton, has been named as a 2016 Brine Na-
tional All-Star and will represent the state of
Michigan at the
2016 Brine Na-
tional Lacrosse
Academy and
Brine National
Lacrosse Classic
July 19-22 in
Richmond, Va.

Weber is a
seventh-grader
at Discovery
Middle School
and currently
plays for Tri-
umph Lacrosse
in Wixom.

The Brine
Academy brings
the top youth
lacrosse players
in the country to
one venue,
where regional
teams are coached by NCAA lacrosse coaches
and compete to become the 2016 Brine National
Champions.

SUBMITTED
Zoe Weber (left) will represent
Michigan July 19-22 at the 2016
Brine National Lacrosse Academy in
Richmond, Va.

Montone earns honor

University of Detroit Mercy golfer Sarah Mon-
tone has been named a Women’s Golf Coaches
Association All-American Scholar for the second
straight year.

Montone, who played at Mercy High School,
has a 3.98 GPA as a business major. She started
all 10 tournaments as a junior and finished among
the top two on the team in six events.

She also earned a spot on the UDM Athletic
Director’s Honor Roll, the Horizon League fall
and spring academic honor rolls and was a mem-
ber of the Horizon League spring all-academic
team.

A total of 828 golfers earned the honor, in-
cluding 17 from the seven Division | schools in
Michigan. It is also the 19th Scholar All-American
honor in the history of the Titan program.

St. Edith soccer sign-up

The St. Edith CYO fall soccer program is ac-
cepting registrations for the upcoming fall sea-
son. This program is for girls and boys entering
grades 4-8 this fall and who are members of the
following Catholic parishes: St. Edith, St. Colette,
St. Kenneth and St. Aidan. The season goes from
the second weekend in September until mid-Octo-
ber. To register, visit stedithcyo.com, click on the
home tab, then the sports registration link and
then choose soccer.

Also being offered is the Little Eagles fresh-
man soccer program for boys and girls entering
kindergarten through third grades this fail. That
will be held on Saturday mornings for six weeks,
with the first session being Saturday, Sept. 10.
Each session will consist of a practice and a
game. Visit stedithcyo.com, and follow the regis-
tration instructions listed above.

AlIl CYO practices and home games will be at
Ladywood High School. For the freshman pro-
gram, all events will be at Ladywood High School.

For more information about either program,
contact Rich Field at 248-914-8620 or Ron Wollen-
weber at 248-444-2256. Or email questions to ste-
dithsoccer@gmail.com.

Marlins need coach

Mercy High School is searching for a girls
varsity ice hockey coach. Previous coaching ex-
perience is preferred.

Applicants should email a letter of intent and
resume to athletic director Nancy Malinowski at
nmmalinowski@mhsmi.org.

The Marlins are the defending Michigan Metro
Girls High School Hockey League Division 1
champions. Mercy is a member of the Catholic
High School League, too.
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Email event information for this
calendar to Sharon Dargay,
sdargay@hometownlife.com.

JUuLY
CAR SHOW

Time/Date: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 16

Location: St. Michael the Arch-
angel Church, 11441 Hubbard,
Livonia

Details: The lot will open for
participants at 8 a.m. Cars must
be in place no later than 11a.m.
$10 covers participation and car
owner's goodie bag. Voting will
take place throughout the day,
with the awards ceremony at
2:30 p.m. .Door prizes will be
drawn every hour and there will
be additional activities and food
available

Contact: livoniastmichael.org
CAR SHOW

Time/Date: Noon-5 p.m., Sun-
day, July 17

Location: Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, 28000 New

How to reach us:
1-800-579-7355

Deadlines:

Friday, 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers
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Market, off 12 Mile near Far-
mington Road, in Farmington
Hills

Details: Free admission for
those viewing the cars. Event
will include music, 50/50 raffle
and refreshments will be avail-
able. Proceeds will benefit
Another Way Pregnancy Center
Contact: Ron Donoghue at
248-892-7201 or email at rondo-
noghue@yahoo.com

COMMONGROUND

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday, July
22

Location: Connection Church,
3855 S. Sheldon, Canton
Details: Women and girls, 12
and over, from more than 30
churches will gather for worship
to live music and an after party
with appetizers, a coffee and
cocoa bar and giveaways. The
outreach focus for the event is
CGrace's Table, an organization
that works with teen mothers
and their children. Lisa An-
derson, founder, will be the

Holiday deadlines are subject to change.

BOURGEOIS

PATRICIA ANNCARTNER
died peacefully on July 9,

2016 in Wayne, Michigan at
the age of 75. She is survived
by her children and their
spouses Bernadette (Alfred)
Brock of Wayne Michigan,
Clarence (Rachel) Bourgeois of
Paulina, Louisiana and Pamela
Kiley of Paulina, Louisiana.
Grandchildren: Grayson. Ella
and Justin Brock, Kaleigh and
Kaden Bourgeois, Christine
Sloan, Craig Blessing Jr. Louis
Mays Jr. and Sarah Kiley and
nine great grandchildren.
Brother Harold (Jan) Cartner of
Jefferson Texas; and numerous
nieces and nephews She is
preceded in death by Husband
Louis J Bourgeois of Paulina
Louisiana and sons George
Bourgeois and Paul Sloan.
Daughter: JoAnn Dupree
Sisters: Donna “Jeanie” Gray
and Mary Moye. Brother;
Signouney Cartner Jr. Patricia
was born on Feburary 26,1941
in New Orleans Louisiana to
Rosemarie and Sigourney
Cartner. Patricia moved

to Wayne Michigan after
Hurricane Katrina 10 years
ago. Patricia loved her children
and nothing gave her more joy
than the love she had for her
grandchildren. Patricia wishes
were not to have a service,

but to pay it forward in life. Do
something for someone else

in her honor. The family would
like to send special thanks to.
Dr. Indrani Nimmagadda and
the Wayne Fire Dept, for the
years of service and excellent
care given to Patricia,

"Ny, e
melHQy afymiv
laaed one...

...btiny you peace.

BOWEN

KELLEY Her Legacy....

age 55 of Springport passed
away July 10, 2016 at home
under the loving care of her
husband and family. She was
born on August 18, 1960 In
Detroit the daughter of Frank
E. and Gloria B. (Francis) Bair.
She received her Bachelor's
Degree from the University

of Michigan in 1982. Kelley
married Tom Bowen on

May 14, 1983 at Franklin
Community Church, Franklin,
MI and he survives. She was
a truly creative spirit! Kelley
found great joy journaling and
reading the Bible as well as
her endeavors as a ‘Creative
Farmer". She loved tending to
her many flowers, especially
sunflowers and black-eyed
Susan's, as well as bee
keeping, Kelley's love for life,
her husband and family will
sadly be missed.

Her Family....In addition to her
loving husband of 33 years,
Kelley Is survived by her Mom;
Gloria; siblings: Tracey F (Neil)
Mooney, Mark E. Bair; sister-
in-law: Linda (Herman) Bair;
nieces: Brooke and Devon Bair
and Elizabeth Mooney. She
was preceded in death by

her father: Frank.

Her Farewell,..A Memorial
Service will be on Saturday,
July 16, 2016 at 1:00 p.m.

at the First Presbyterian
Church, 162 North Bridge

St,, Dimondale, M| 48821
with Pastor Scott Crane
officiating. Luncheon following
in the church fellowship hall.
In Kelley's honor, memorial
donations may be shared with
Best Friends Animal Society or
Reubens Room Cat Rescue.
Please sign Kelley's guestbook
at www.borekjennings.com or
leave a message of comfort
tor the Bowen family by calling
877-231-7900.

Bonefe&?nnings, Funeral Home
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guest speaker. CommonGround
will collect diapers, sizes 2-6,
refill packages of moist wipes,
$10 Meijer gas cards and $10
Starbucks gift cards, for dona-
tion to Grace's Table

Contact: 734-397-1777

CONCERT

Time/Date: 7-10 p.m. Saturday,
July 30

Location: Church of the Holy
Spirit, 3700 Harvey Lake Road,
Highland

Details: The Paradise Band, Elvis
Lives and The Soulmen perform
in an outdoor concert. $15
advance tickets; $20 at the door
Contact: 248-887-5364; holyspi-
ritconcert.ezevent.com

FILM

Time/Date: 6:45 p.m. Friday,
July 29

Location: Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, 28000 New
Market, Farmington Hills
Details: See the movie, "Field of
Dreams" and have a dinner of

fax 313-496-4968 « www.mideathnotices.com

MOORE

CHARLES D. On July 6th
Charles D, Moore was called
home at age 87, to be with his
wife Dorothy, his son Steven,
and other family members
that passed before him. After
serving in the United States
Army from 1948-1950 with
the military police. Chuck
moved to Plymouth Michigan
where he became a staple

In the community for many
years. He owned the A&W

in Plymouth for 30 years,

and was very active in the
community, helping to lay
the bricks In Kellogg Park,
working on the Plymouth
Museum, and could be found
flipping pancakes during the
fall festival. He was also a
member of the Elks, Klwanis,
and V.F.W. in Plymouth before
he and Dorothy retired and
moved to Naples, Florida. In
addition to being an incredible
man. Chuck was a wonderful
husband and great father, as
well as a loving grandfather
and great grandfather. He

is survived by his children,
Charles Jr. (Judy), Debra,
Melvin (Debra), Richard (Lisa),
Daniel, his 10 grandchildren,
eight great grandchildren and
his brother Ralph (Bernice).
Donations can be made to

a charity of your choice in

his name, there will be an
afternoon memorial, Sunday,
July 17th at the Plymouth Elks
at 3:00 p.m.

POLLOCK

<N H U,
MARILYN JOHNSTON 92
of Livonia, Michigan passed
away peacefully on Sunday,
July 10, 2016. The loving wife
of the late Donald for over 60
years. Survived by her four
children Alison (Cary) Wilson
of Fayetteville, GA, Janet
(Bob) Finley of Bremerton,
WA, Robert (Wendy) Pollock
of Payson, /kzZ, and William
(Barbara) Pollock of Livonia;
along with nine grandchildren,
six great grandchildren and
brother-in-law Jack (Louise)
Pollock of Mentor-on-the-
Lake, OH. She was preceded
In death by her sisters Cleta
Price and Joan Kelly. Funeral
Service Friday, July 15, 2016
at 11;00 a.m. at Harry J. Will
Funeral Home, 37000 Six Mile
Rd., Livonia, Visitation Friday
from 10 a.m. until the time of
service. Internment at Glen
Eden Memorial Park. Visit
www.harryjwillfuneralhome.com

For information

regarding this

directory please

Call

Janice Brandon
at 248-926-2204

or email

jkbrando@michigan.com

ballpark food
Contact: 248-553-3380
MUSIC FESTIVAL

Time/Date: 11a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, July 23

Location: Hosanna-Tabor
Lutheran Church, 9600 Leverne,
Bedford

Details: Free Christian music
festival with Wise 4 Salvation, 11
a.m.; REIGN, noon; Reggie
Williams, 1p.m.; Redemption
Road, 2 p.m.; Krymsyn Grayce, 3
p.m.; Second Day Story, 4 p.m.;
The Well House Band, 5 p.m.;
and Veracity, 6 p.m. Crafters and
vendors will be on site from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Gift drawings will
be held at 3 p.m. Bring a lawn
chair or blanket

Contact; 313-937-2424; hosan-
natabor.org
RUMMAGE SALE

Time/Date: 57 p.m. Monday,
July 25, and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues-
day-Wednesday, July 26-27

Location: Timothy Lutheran

View Online

www.hometownlife.com

e Tuesday. 4:00 p.m. for Thursday papers

POUND

DALE T. SR. July 8, 2016 at
84 years of age; formerly of
Farmington. Dale is survived
by Sandra, his beloved wife of
54 years; his loving children,
Laurie (Joe) O'Callaghan,
Janet Elliott, Sheryl Pound
and Dale Jr. (Karen) Pound; his
cherished grandchildren, Mark
Murray, Morgan and Jacob
O’Callaghan; Kevin and Keri
Pound; great-grandchildren,
Brooke and Lucas Murray; his
dear sister, Elaine Isaacs and
many nieces and nephews.
Sadly, Dale was preceded in
death by his brother, Donald.
Funeral Service Thursday, July
14, 7:00 p.m. at the Thayer-
Rock Funeral Home, 33603
Grand River Ave,, Downtown
Farmington (one block West
of Farmington Rd.). Visitation
Thursday from 4 p.m, until the
time of the service. Memorial
tributes suggested to the
Alzheimer's Association,
alz.org.

www.thayer-rock.com

WELLIVER

PATRICIA ANN age 77, died
July 5, 2016. Beloved Wife

of Walter Welllver, Mother of
Edward (Laurie), Garry (Kathy)
and Larry (Terri) Scherbarth,
step-mother to Kevin (Raisa)
Mitchell, grandmother to 11
and great-grandmother to 11.
Pre-deceased by her parents
Richard and Zora Van Der
Werff. Patriciawas born in

St. Louis, Missouri and she
has a surviving niece and
nephew, Geraldine Joseph
and Richard Grellner. She has
many great nieces and great
nephews also. She was retired
from Metro Home Health
Care, She spent many of her
retirement years traveling to
the Netherlands, California,
Florida, Missouri, and Texas.
Pat and Walt's motto was

" Disney World, like youth,

Is wasted on the young”. A
Memorial Service Is being held
at Unity Church of Livonia,
28660 Five Mile Road, Livonia,
MI 48154 on July 23rd, 2016
at 2:00 p.m.

Church, 8820 Wayne Road,
Livonia

Details: Admission to Monday
sale is $2; bag sale on cloth items
and half-off all other items on
Wednesday

Contact: 734-427-2290
SCHOOL TOURS
Time/Date: 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.,
July 20 and July 27

Location: St. Michael Catholic
School, 11311 Hubbard, south of
Plymouth Road, Livonia
Details: The tours, led by stu-
dents and teachers, are for
prospective new students and
their families

Contact: 734-261-1455, xt. 225;
livoniastmichael.org

SPAGHETTI DINNER
FUNDRAISER

Time/Date: 6 p.m. July 20
Location: Faith Community
Wesleyan Church, 14560 Merri-
man, Livonia

Details: Menu includes spaghet-
ti, salad, rolls and dessert. Dona-
tions will be accepted at the
door and will benefit a Livonia
family in need

Contact: Melissa at 734-765-
1827 or Angela at 313-377-0840
VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL

Time/Date: 9 a.m.-noon, July
25-29

Location: Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, 28000 New
Market, Farmington Hills
Details: "Barnyard Roundup" is
open to children in preschool
(potty-trained) through fifth
grade. There is a fee with family
discount available

Contact: mrslizparrott@ya-
hoo.com or 248-553-3380
WIDOWED FRIENDS
Time/Date: 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
July 17

Location: St. Kenneth Catholic
Church, 14951 Haggerty, Ply-
mouth

Details: The peer support group
will attend Mass and gather for
a potiuck luncheon

Contact: 734-895-6246 or
734-452-9149

WORSHIP IN THE PARK
Time/Date: 11 a.m. Sunday,
through Aug. 21

Location: Cherry Hill Village
Schoolhouse grounds, located at
Ridge and Cherry Hill roads.
Canton

Details: St Michael Lutheran
Church holds outdoor services
with childcare provided

Contact; 734-459-3333, connec-
tingwithGod.org

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY

Our Lady of Loretto
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday

Location: Six Mile and Beech
Daly, Bedford Township
Details: Scripture study
Contact: 313-534-9000

Faith Community Wesleyan
Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every
Saturday

Location: 14560 Merriman,
Livonia

Details: This informal class
includes fellowship, discussion
and question and answers. All
ages welcome. Bibles available if
you don't have one

Contact: pastor Tom Hazel-
wood at 734-765-5476
EXERCISE

Time/Date: 6:45-7:45 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
Location: Clarenceville United
Methodist Church, 20300 Mid-
dlebelt, south of Eight Mile,
Livonia

Details: Instructor Wendy
Motta, a seven-year Zumba
practitioner, teaches Zumba
through drop-in classes. Each
costs $3. Participants should
bring water, a towel and wear
athletic shoes. For more in-
formation, email Motta through
zumba.com

Contact: 313-408-3364
FAMILY MEAL
Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every
Thursday

Location: Salvation Army,
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington
Hills

Details: Free meal

Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12
HEALING SERVICE
Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4
p.m. first Tuesday of the month;
English service, 3-4 p.m. third
Tuesday of the month
Location: The Antiochian
Orthodox Basilica of Saint Mary,

EVANGELICAL
PRESBYTERIAN

hometownlife.com

18100 Merriman, Livonia
Details; The service includes
prayers of petition and in-
tercession, hymns. Scripture
readings and the anointing of
the sick. Offertory candles are
available for a free will offering
in the vestibule of the church.
Contact: Rev. George Shalhoub
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey
Badeen at shadeen@tbosm.com
MOMS

Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church

Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
second Tuesday, September-May
Location: 14175 Farmington
Road, Livonia

Details: Mothers of Preschool-
ers (MOPS) isaimed at mothers
of infants through kindergart-
ners

Contact: Ethanie Defoe at
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at
734-658-2463

Dunning Park Bible Chapel
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m, first
and third Tuesdays

Location: 24800 W. Chicago
Road, Bedford

Details: MOPS is a place where
moms can build friendships,
receive mothering support,
practical help and spiritual hope.
Contact: Amy at 313-937-3084
or Kristen at 734-542-0767
PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date: 1p.m. Sunday
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911
Five Mile, Livonia

Details: All Creatures ULC
sponsors the service, which is
conducted in an informal set-
ting. Pet blessings are available
after the service.

Contact: 313-563-0162
PRAYER

St. Edith Church

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs-
day

Location; Parish office, 15089
Newburgh, Livonia

Details: Group meets for sing-
ing, praying and short teaching.
Fellowship with snacks follows
Contact: Parish office at 734-
464-1223

Contact: 734-464-1223

St. Michael Lutheran Church
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday-
Friday

Location: 7000 N. Sheldon,
Canton

Details: Praying silently or
aloud together; prayer requests
welcomed.

Contact: 734-459-3333 for
additional information
Recycling

RISEN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. third Sat-
urday of the month

Location: 46250 Ann Arbor
Road, between Sheldon and
Beck roads, Plymouth

Details: Recycle your cell
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet
cartridges, laptops, iPods, iPads,
tablets, eReaders on the third
Saturday of each month. Use the
doors on east side of church.
Contact: Lynn Hapman at
734-466-9023

SINGLES

Detroit World Outreach
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Bedford, Room 304

Details: Divorce Overcomers
group isdesigned for individuals
going through divorce, those
who are divorced or separated.
Contact: The facilitator at
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org
Steve's Family Restaurant
Time/Date: 9 a m. second and
fourth Thursday

Location: 15800 Middlebelt, V4
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia
Details: Widowed men of all
ages may attend the Widowed
Friends Men's breakfast. This is
an informal "peer" group where
men have an opportunity to
meet with others.

Contact: 313-534-0399
SONG CIRCLE
Congregation Beth Ahm
Time/Date: Noon to 12:30 p.m.
every Shabbat

Location: 5075 W. Maple, West
Bloomfield

Details: Sing zemirot (Shabbat
songs) and celebrate Kiddush
following morning services.
Lyrics are provided in trans-
literation as well as the original
Hebrew.

Contact: 248-737-1931 or email
nancyellen879@att.net.
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Fire Protection Association pros

tout sprinkler use, debunk myths

Fires in the home pose one
of the biggest threats to the
people of your community. An
average of 367,000 home fires
occur each year, killing 2,500
people. Home fire sprinklers
are a proven way to protect
lives and property against
fires at home.

Home fire sprinklers re-
spond quickly and effectively
to the presence of a nearby
fire. When sprinklers are
present, they save lives.

» If you have a reported
fire in your home, the risk of
dying decreases by about 80
percent when sprinklers are
present.

» People in homes with
sprinklers are protected
against significant property
loss — sprinklers reduce di-
rect property damage by
about 70 percent per fire.

» Home sprinkler systems
respond quickly to reduce the
heat, flames, and smoke from
a fire, giving families valuable
time to get to safety.

» Roughly 85 percent of the
time, just one sprinkler oper-
ates.

» Each individual sprinkler
is designed and calibrated to
go off when it senses a signifi-
cant heat change.

» Only the sprinkler closest
to the fire will activate, spray-
ing water directly on the fire.

Model safety codes now
require the use of home fire
sprinklers in new one- and
two-family homes. These
requirements offer the high-
est level of safety to protect
the people of your community.

When considering home
fire sprinkler requirements
for your community, itis im-
portant to address key myths
often raised by sprinWer op-
ponents. The fact is, because
automatic sprinkler systems
have been commonly used in
structures for many years, the
evidence is clear that such
systems are a proven way to
protect lives and property
against fires. Sprinklers also
respond quickly and effective-
ly to the presence of a nearby
fire, and function well, with-
out creating problems for
homeowners. *

Home fire sprinkler
myths

» “A smoke alarm provides
enough protection.”

» “Newer homes are safer
homes; the fire and death
problem is limited to older
homes.”

» “Home fire sprinklers are
expensive and will make hous-
ing unaffordable, especially
for first-time buyers moving
to our area.”

» “We don’t need sprinkler
mandates; they can be in-
stalled in homes voluntarily.”

» “Home fire sprinklers
often leak or activate
accidentally.”

» “If you want your home
fire sprinklers to be reliable,
they will need frequent, ex-
pensive maintenance.”

» “When a fire occurs, ev-
ery sprinkler will activate and
everything in the house will
be ruined.”

» “The water damage
caused by the sprinkler sys-
tem will be more extensive
than fire damage.”

» “Home fire sprinklers are
not practical in colder cli-
mates, as the pipes will freeze
and cause water damage.”

» “Home fire sprinlders are
unattractive and will ruin the
aesthetics of our residents’
homes.”

» “Any time a smoke alarm
goes off it will activate the
home fire sprinklers.”

MYTH: "A smoke alarm
provides enough protection.

Matt Klaus, NFPA' princi-
pal fire protection engineer,
counters this popular myth.

FACT: Smoke alarms alert
occupants to the presence of
danger, but do nothing to ex-
tinguish the fire. Home fire
sprinkler systems respond
quickly to reduce heat, flames
and smoke from a fire, giving
residents valuable time to get
out safely. Smoke alarms re-
duce the risk of dying if a
home fire occurs by about
one-third. If you have a re-
ported fire in your home, the
risk of dying decreases by
about 80 percent when sprin-
klers are present.

Fire sprinkler opponents
have been using a statistic of
99.45 percent to illustrate the
effectiveness of smoke alarms
in reducing home fire deaths.
This NFPA statistic estimates
the likelihood of surviving a

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Fire sprinklers are part of an integrated water piping system designed for

life and fire safety.

home fire when a working
smoke alarm is present.

A 100 percent chance of
dying would mean that every
fire is fatal, or, roughly, 100
deaths per 100 fires. Fortu-
nately, that is not the case.
The chances of surviving a
reported home fire when
working smoke alarms are
present is 99.45 percent (100
minus 0.55) vs. 98.87 percent
(100 minus 1.13) in home fires
with no working smoke
alarms. The first number is
barely higher than the second.

The 99.45 percent vs. 98.87
percent statistic is based on
“chances of survival”which is
not the same thing as “risk of
fire death” based on total
number of reported fires.
Chances of survival don’t have
much bearing in the discus-
sion; preventing home fire
death and reducing home fire
death risk is the goal.

Consider this:

» Each year, over 2,300
home fire deaths occur in
more than 365,000 reported
structure fires. Therefore, the
likelihood of surviving a home
fire is approximately 99%
without regard to the pres-
ence of smoke alarms or any
other fire safety provisions.
Does that mean 2,300 deaths
are acceptable? Most people
would say no.

» Each year, there are an
estimated 12,000 deaths due to
falls in homes and an estimat-
ed 11 million fall injuries in
the home. The likelihood of
surviving a fall is therefore
99.9 percent. Does that mean
12,000 deaths are acceptable?
Most people would say no.

» Each year, there are an
estimated 42,000 deaths due to
motor vehicle crashes and an
estimated 6 million reported
motor vehicle crashes. The
likelihood of surviving a mo-
tor vehicle crash is 99 per-
cent. Does that mean 42,000
deaths are acceptable? Most
people would say no.

MYTH: “Newer homes are
safer homes; thefire and
death problem is limited to
older homes.”

Matt Klaus, NFPA'S princi-
pal fire protection engineer,
counters this popular myth.

FACT: Age of housing is a
poor predictor of fire death
rates. When older housing is
associated with higher rates,
it usually is because older
housing tends to have a dis-
proportionate share of poorer,
less educated households.
Statistically, the only fire
safety issue that is relevant to
the age of the home is out-
dated electrical wiring. Be-
yond that, age of the home has
little to nothing to do with fire
safety. A fire at 2 a.m. is just
as deadly in a new home as it
is in an older home.

New methods of construc-
tion negatively impact occu-
pant and firefighter life safety
under fire conditions. The
National Research Council of
Canada (NRC) tested the per-
formance of unprotected floor
assemblies exposed to fire.
The findings of the study. The
Performance of Unprotected
Floor Assemblies in Basement
Fire Scenarios, assert that
these structures are prone to
catastrophic collapse as early
as six minutes from the onset
of fire.

In 2008, Underwriters Lab-
oratories® (UL) conducted a
study to identify the danger to
firefighters created by the use
of lightweight wood trusses
and engineered lumber in
residential roof and floor
designs. The findings of the
report. Structural Stability of

Engineered Lumber in Fire
Conditions, point to the failure
of lightweight engineered
wood systems when exposed
to fire. Firefighters expecting
thirty minutes of structural
integrity with dimensional
wood structures face higher
peril in lightweight struc-
tures.

The same UL study found
that the synthetic construc-
tion of today’s home furnish-
ings add to the increased risk
by providing a greater fuel
load. Larger homes, open
spaces, increased fuel loads,
void spaces, and changing
building materials contribute
to: faster fire propagation;
shorter time to flashover;
rapid changes in fire dynam-
ics; shorter escape time;
shorter time to collapse.

Lightweight construction
has been variously estimated
to be used in one-half to two-
thirds of all new one- and
two-family homes, excluding
manufactured homes. Fire
sprinklers can offset the in-
creased dangers posed by
lightweight construction and
create a safer fire environ-
ment for firefighters.

FREE PRESENTATION:
“The Dangers of Lightweight
Construction.” NFPA has up-
dated its popular Power-
Point® presentation aimed at
educating community’s deci-
sion makers and the public
about the dangers of light-
weight construction materials
under fire conditions.

MYTH: “Homefire sprin-
klers are expensive and will
make housing unaffordable,
especially forfirst-time buyers
moving to our area.”

Matt Klaus, NFPA' princi-
pal fire protection engineer,
counters this popular myth.

FACT: The fact is that home
fire sprinklers are affordable.
In 2013, the Fire Protection
Research Foundation issued
its updated Home Fire Sprin-
kler Cost Assessment report,
which revealed that the cost
of installing home fire sprin-
klers averages $1.35 per sprin-
klered square foot for new
construction. That’s down
from $1.61 per sprinklered
square foot that was in the
Foundation’ 2008 report. To
put the cost of a sprinkler
system into perspective, many
people pay similar amounts
for carpet upgrades, a paving
stone driveway, or a whirlpool
bath. Sales in many U.S. com-
munities where sprinkler
systems are available show
that, not only are consumers
requesting this feature, but
also that houses with sprinkler
systems are selling faster
than those without. Installing
home fire sprinklers can help
residents: significantly reduce
property loss in the event of
fire; cut homeowner insur-
ance premiums; help qualify
home for a tax rebate; and
help support local fire service
efforts.

MYTH: “we don’t need
sprinkler mandates; they can
be installed in homes
voluntarily.”

FACT: Mandating sprinklers
in new one- and two-family
homes provides a greater
overall level of safety in com-
munities. By requiring these
life-saving devices in new
homes you are ensuring that a
large number of residents can
enjoy the same level of safety
found in many offices,
schools, apartments, and pub-
lic buildings.

Beyond the life safety
benefits of home sprinklers,
there are other incentives for
jurisdictions that mandate

sprinklers in new homes. By
mandating sprinkler require-
ments, cities and towns can
reduce the strain on fire ser-
vice personnel, limit damage
to property, and help conserve
municipal water resources by
reducing the amount of water
needed to fight fires (fire-
fighting hoses use more than
eight times the amount of
water used by automatic fire
sprinklers).

MYTH: “Home fire sprin-
klers often leak or activate
accidentally.”

FACT: Leaks from auto-
matic sprinkler systems are
very rare, and no more likely
than leaks from any part of a
home’s plumbing system. It is
also rare for a damaged sprin-
kler system to release water,
and when it happens, it is
almost never an accident.
Vandalism or misuse are typi-
cally involved. Furthermore, a
sprinkler will not activate
from exposure to aburning
match or any likely event in
the house other than a signifi-
cant, unwanted fire.

MYTH: “I1fyou want your
homefire sprinklers to be
reliable, they will needfre-
guent, expensive
maintenance.”

FACT: The standard design
for home fire sprinklers is
much simpler than the design
for more traditional sprin-
klers like the ones used in
commercial buildings. If you
install a home fire sprinkler
system, the only “inspection
and maintenance” you will
need is to (a) walk around
your home and make sure the
sprinklers are not obstructed
by something that would block
the water coming out, and (b)
avoid turning off the main
control valve, which you don’t
normally operate anyway.

MYTH: “When afire occurs,
every sprinkler will activate
and everything in the house
will be ruined.

FACT: In the event of a fire,
typically, only the sprinkler
closest to the fire will acti-
vate, spraying water directly
on the fire, leaving the rest of
the house dry and secure.
Roughly 85 percent of the
time, just one sprinkler oper-
ates.

MYTH: “The water damage
caused by the sprinkler sys-
tem will be more extensive
thanfire damage.”

Matt Klaus, NFPAS princi-
pal fire protection engineer,
counters this popular myth.

FACT: Home fire sprinklers
can significantly reduce prop-
erty loss and damage due to a
fire. The sprinkler will quick-
ly control the heat and smoke
from the fire, limiting damage
to other areas of the house,
giving residents valuable time
to get out safely. Any resulting
water damage from the sprin-
kler will be much less severe
than the damage caused by
water from fire-fighting hose
lines. Fire departments use up
to 10 times as much water to
extinguish a home fire as fire
sprinklers would use to ex-
tinguish the same fire.

MYTH: “Home fire sprin-
kler systems are not practical
in colder climates, as the
pipes will freeze and cause
water damage.”

Matt Klaus, NFPA'S princi-
pal fire protection engineer,
counters this popular myth.

FACT: With proper installa-
tion, home sprinkler systems
will not freeze in cold settings.
NFPA13D sets forth guide-
lines on proper insulation to
avoid pipes freezing. The
Chicago area is a great ex-
ample of a cold weather re-
gion where many jurisdictions
have passed sprinkler man-
dates for new homes with
limited to no problems with
systems freezing.

MYTH: “Homefire sprin-
kler systems are unattractive
and will ruin the aesthetics of
our residents’homes.”

FACT: New home fire sprin-
kler models are very unob-
trusive, can be mounted flush
with w”Is or ceilings, and can
be concealed behind deco-
rative covers.

MYTH: "Any time a smoke
alarm goes offit will activate
the homefire sprinklers.”

FACT: Each individual
sprinkler is designed and
calibrated to activate when it
senses a significant heat
change. They do not operate in
response to smoke, burned
toast, cooking vapors, steam,
or an activating smoke alarm.

JULIE BROWN, EDITOR
JCBROWN@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
248-842-8046
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Call condo
board meeting,
discuss
concerns
promptly

Q: Our condo association
has been taken over by a
group of people who want to
undo everything that has
occurred at our condomini-
um, including our adminis-
trator, our legal counsel and
any contractors with whom
we are dealing. What can we
do to stop this?

A: Assum -
ing that you
are correct in
that the mem-

bers of the

board are not

leading the

association in

the right di- Robert
Meisner

rection, you
should imme-
diately gather
a petition to remove the Board
of Directors by having a spe-
cial meeting called to do so
presumably in accordance
with your condominium by-
laws. Another option is for the
co-owners to file a legal pro-
ceeding in Circuit Court to
remove the directors from
office. Generally, this action
requires at least 10 percent of
the co-owners to sign a petition
to bring the action. For remov-
al to be successful, the court
will need to find that the direc-
tors engaged in fraudulent,
illegal, or dishonest conduct, or
gross abuse of authority or
discretion, and that removal is
in the best interest of the asso-
ciation. In any event, you
should make it clear by retain-
ing an attorney to advise the
existing board of their failures
and potential liability for mis-
management of the condomini-
um.

Q: We own some property
that was foreclosed upon
and our lawyer is telling us
to tender payment in otxier
to redeem the property with-
in the six month period. | feel
somewhatuncomfortable
aboutthat. Do you have any
comments?

A: Yes, you probably need a
new lawyer, because the rele-
vant statute provides that a
sheriff’s deed obtained at a
sheriff’s sale is void if the
property is redeemed by pay-
ing the amount required within
the applicable time limit pre-
scribed to the purchaser or the
purchaser’ representative or
assigns or to the register of
deeds in whose office the deed
is deposited for the benefit of
the purchaser. Simply stated,
actual payment of the funds is
required and your lawyer’s
assertions that you can proper-
ly tender the funds will not
satisfy the state statute’s pay-
ment requirement.

Robert M. Meisner isa lawyer and the
author of "Condo Living 2: An
Authoritative Guide to Buying, Selling
and Operating a Condominium." He is
also the author of "Condominium
Qperation: Getting Started &Staying
on the Right Tradk," second edition.
Visit bmeisner@mreisner-law.com This
columm shouldn't be construedas
legal advice.

REAL ESTATE
BRIEFS

Benefit Estate Sale

Hall & Hunter Realtors will
hold its 13th annual Estate Sale
of Antiques, Collectibles and
Treasures to benefit Habitat
for Humanity of Oakland
County. It will be held Sat-
urday, Sept. 10, from 9a.m. to 4
p.m. at Hall & Hunter Realtors,
442 S. Old Woodward Ave. in
Birmingham.

All year long. Hall & Hunter
Realtors collect antiques, gent-
ly used furniture and collect-
ibles. Since Hall & Hunter
started this tradition 1lyears
ago, the firm has donated
$250,000 to Habitat for Hu-
manity of Oakland County.
Sponsored by: Changing Places
Moving Company, Devon Title
Agency, Stefek’s Auctioneers &
Appraisers, Bank of Birming-
ham. Visit HallandHunter.com
or call 248-644-3500.

Free foreclosure tours

Free foreclosure tours are 1
p.m. every other Sunday. Meet-
ing place is Panera Bread on
the southeast corner of Middle-
belt and 1-96.

Email Georgia@addedvalu-
erealty.com or visit www.Free
ForeclosureTour.com.
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KITTEN VIDEO S
ARE AWESOME

THEY W ONT HELP YOU FIND A BETTER JOB, THOUGH,

Find videos with answers to your biggest career
conundrums at www.careerbuilder.com/tv.

CfIREERBUILDER
START BUILDING

>20C CareerBuiider, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Auto insurance through AAA.

From the peace ofmind experts

For generations, AAA has been providing its customers with
peace of mind. Butrecentiy, drivers who switched to auto
insurance through AAA got something more - savings of
up to 35%, with additionai discounts availabie for bundiing
with home insurance, being a member of AAA, safe driving

records, air bags, car aiarms and more.

This office isa iocaliy owned and operated business and a
proud supporter of our community. Let me show you how you

can have reai peace of mind with insurance through AAA.

OVER 100 YEARS of AAA SALES AND
CLAIM EXPERIENCE

CONTACT ME FOR A
FAST, EASY HASSLE-FREE QUOTE:

Nicholas Pallas or Gerri WitowsKi
(734)453-2100

Fax: 734-667-3396

A A A M ichigan
1365 S. M ain Street, Suite E

Piym outh, Mi 48170
nppallas@ aaamichigan.conn

AUTO « HOME =« FIRE « BUSINESS « COMMERCIAL =« LIFE « HEALTH « DISABILITY

Auto and home insurance underwritten by Auto Club Insurance Association family of com panies.
Other insurance products underwritten by other insurers through AAA’'SsACG Insurance Agency, LLC

and identified on insurance documents specific to the insurance product.



