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M erritt confirmed as superintendent

Joanne Maliszewski

Staff Writer

Monica Merritt will become
the permanent superintendent
of the Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools district, effec-
tive July 1, after former dis-
trict chief Michael Meissen’s
contract ends.

Merritt, who has served as
the interim superintendent for

about seven
weeks while also
serving as assis-
tant superinten-
dent of human
resources and
labor relations,

was given the Merritt

job by unani-

mous resolution Tuesday eve-
ning.

In an unprecedented move,

Board of Education President
Kim Crouch began Tuesday’s
regular school board meeting
by addressing the overflow
crowd. She apologized for
what teachers and members of
the public have criticized as a
lack of transparency in the
process of removing Meissen

and appointing Merritt without

a search.
“The board takes full re-

sponsibility for the process,”
Crouch told the board room
that was packed primarily
with teachers and their sup-
porters.

Crouch’s comments were in
response to questions and
criticisms made by residents
and teachers Monday evening
at a budget public forum. On
TUesday, Crouch said she “per-
sonally apologizes” for the the
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Priya Gogoi, vice president for research and strategy at Celsee Diagnostics, holds the key to the process, a microscope slide that filters tumor cells
from blood samples. Each slide contains 56,320 "wells" that capture circulating tumor cells, or CTCs.

Township start-up firm leads
with cancer-fighting technology

Matt Jachman

Staff Writer

A Plymouth Township company is on
the leading edge of developing technol-
ogy to help research and treat many

common cancers.

Celsee Diagnostics, based at the
Michigan Life Science and Innovation
Center, has a patented microscope slide
that can capture individual circulating
tumor cells, or CTCs, that cancerous
tumors often shed into the bloodstream.

Each “microfluidic slide” contains
56,320 wells, each just a handful of
microns wide (a micron is one one-
thousandth of a millimeter) that can
filter out the typically larger CTCs

See CELSEE, Page A2
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The Celsee Prep 100,
a tool used to pump
blood samples into a
microfluidic slide in
an effort to capture
circulating tumor
cells, is assembled at
Celsee's facility in
Plymouth Township.
A more advance
version of the
device, the Prep 400,
sends the blood into
the slides
automatically and
stains the cells for
identification and
research purposes.

Clock ticking on township’s DeHoCo appeal

Matt Jachman

Staff Writer

Withljust two weeks left to
do so, Plymouth Township offi-
cials have not decided whether
to appeal a court decision that

could mean the loss of 190 acres

of prime real estate on Five
Mile, west of Ridge.

The issue of appealing the
January Michigan Court of
Appeals judgment that upheld
a lower court’s decision that
returned the 190acres to De-
troit was on the agenda for
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Tuesday’s Board of Trustees
meeting, but the board took no
action. Afterward, Supervisor
Shannon Price said attorneys
for the township were still
researching the case.

The 190acres are part ofa
323-acre parcel the township
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acquired from Wayne Coun-
ty in a 2011 tax-foreclosure
sale. The land was all part of
the site of the former De-
troit House of Corrections,
known as DeHoCo, a city-

See DEHOCO, Page A2

apparent lack of transparency
and for the lack of a full expla-
nation of the change in super-
intendents and why the board
decided to choose an internal
candidate without a contracted
search firm.

“None of this was done with
willful malice or backroom
dealings,” Crouch said, adding

See MERRITT, Page A5

Board
delays golf
course vote

Matt Jachman

Staff Writer

With some sa%/ing they
want to amend the Hilltop
Golf Course management
contract to include perfor-
mance incentives, Plymouth
Township officials took no
action Tuesday on renewing
the deal with Billy Casper
Golf.
The contract, which ex-

ires this spring, was a topic
ast week during a special
Board of Trustees meeting,
during which executives
from the Virginia course
management firm talked
about the changin% naturel
the business and their plans
for marketing Hilltop for thj
coming season. Athree-ye
contract renewal option w
expected to be decided at
Tuesday’s board meeting,u
Supervisor Shannon Price
said a vote was postponed so
he and other board members
can discuss how to build in-
centives into any renewed
deal.

Hilltop, an 18-hole course
on Powell Road east of Beck,
has not officially turned a
profit since Billy Casper
began managing it in 2011; it
has an accumulated deficit
that, at the end of 2013, was
about $408,000, according to
a third-party audit.

Billy Casper collects a
management fee that was
just over $87,000 in 2015; the
township also covers payroll
expenses, but collects the
golf course revenue.

Trustee Bob Doroshewitz
said Tuesday that he favors
performance incentives.

“We've kind of got our
backs against the wall” with
the approaching season, Do-
roshewitz said, adding that he
would support a six-month or
maybe a one-year renewal,
but not three years.

ABilly Casper spokesman
did not return a phone call or
an email message Wednesday
morning.

When numbers from the
2015 season are totaled, Hill-
top is expected to about
break even, according to
Treasurer Ron Edwards. Nick
Bednar, a regional director of
operations at Billy Casper,
told board members last
week that the course should
break even or turn a small
profit this year.

In 2013, the last year for
which audited numbers are
available, Hilltop revenue
was about $624,000 and ex-

See GOLF, Page A2
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ruling.

Regardless of the
board’s decision, the
township would retain
ownership of the re-
mainder of the parcel,
some 133 acres, most
of it lying east of John-
son Creek. That land
had been purchased
from Detroit by a pri-
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Continued from Page AL
Darrell Clem
run prison in the town- Saff Witer
ship from 1920-86. The
state ran a correctional
facility on part of the site
fﬁr nearly 20 years after
that.

Jonathan Hicks has
eaten 52 cheeseburgers
in 52 weeks at the Canton
Bagger Dave’s restau-

The city filed suit in vate developer and it rant.
2013 seeking return ofthe  was later forfeited His tab? $0.
property and claiming because of unpaid Unlike the character
the foreclosure had been  taxes. Wimpy of Popeye fame,
improper and two courts, The entire site is Hicks didn’t have to glad-
so far, have agreed. The seen as part of the Ify pay someone Tuesday
next appeal for the town- ~ Michigan Interna- or a burger today.

Hicks was among the
first 50 customers who
lined up when Bagger
Dave’s opened the doors
last February to its then-
new restaurant on Can-
ton Center, south of Ford
Road.

His prize: One free
Great American Cheese-
burger every week for
one year.

“They’re fantastic,”
Hicks said.

And at $8.95 each, his

.S

Continued from Page AL

ship would be to the
Michigan Supreme Court.

Board members last
week discussed the case
in a closed session with
lawyer Mike Cox, the
former state attorne
general and Wayne Coun-
ty prosecutor.

Price said the town-
ship has until Tuesday,
Feb. 23, to appeal the

tional Technology
Center, a proposed
advanced-technology
business park in the
Five Mile corridor in
Plymouth and North-
ville townships.

mjachman@
hometownlife.com
734-678-8432

Twitter: @mattjachman
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from other cells in the
blood.

Coupled with other
Celsee technology, the
process could go a long
way in helping research-
ers and doctors identify a
specific cancer, deter-
mine how aggressive it is
and measure the effec-
tiveness of a given treat-
ment, said Grant Howes,
vice president for com-
mercial operations at
Celsee.

It’s a more efficient
way of sorting CTCs
from other blood cells
than had been previously
used, Howes said Mon-
day during a tour of Cel-
see.

“Finding those cells
has always been quite a
challenge,” he said, as
there might be one CTC
for every 10 million cells
in a blood sample. The
“liquid biopsy,” Howes
said, provides informa-
tion about a patient’s
cancer in a less-invasive,
less-expensive manner
than a surgical biopsy.
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O bstetrics e«Gynecology & Urogynecology

W om ens Health Presentations

Dr. Paul Makela, urogynecologist, provides insight and education
about avariety of female conditions including bladder dysfunction,
overactive bladder and pelvic prolapse. Grab a friend, your
sister or mom and learn about the latest therapies and procedures
available that may help eliminate or reduce your symptoms or
pain, and improve your quality of life. Attend any date!

February 24

March 16
St. Mary Mercy Livonia
Classrooms 1 & 2

36475 Five Mile Road, Livonia
5:45 p.m. - Check-in
6 p.m. - Presentation

REGISTER NOWI

Free of charge but registration
is required. Please call 734-655-1980.

Light refreshments will be served.

Dr. Makela isa member of & Mary Mercy
Medical Group, a network of primary care
and specialty physicians who provide
comprehensive medical care, health
maintenance and preventative services
to help you and your family stay healthy.
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Isn’t it time you DiscoverRemarkable?
stmarymercy.org/westside

1-0-0000269375

one-year savings totaled
$465.40 plus tax.

His last free burger,
along with complimen-
tary fries and Santa Fe
chipotle dipping sauce,
arrived Monday after-
noon as he took his reg-
ular seat in the bar area
and placed his order with
employee Kasey Bay-
doun.

For a place that once
called its burgers legend-
arP/, Hicks just might be
a legendary customer in
Canton.

Of all the customers
who qualified for free
cheeseburgers, Baydoun
said Hicks is believed to
have been the only one
who showed up for 52
consecutive weeks.

“I dont know of any-
one else who has been
here for all 52,” Baydoun
said.

Hicks remembers the

BLLBEI R SIAF
RHOGEAHR
Grant Howes, vice president
for commercial operations at
Celsee Diagnostics, talks
about the technology of

gathering tumor cells from
blood samples.

Plus, Howes said, the
individual CTCs can be
removed from the slides
for further study. The
special slide was invent-
ed by Kalyan Handique,
who has a doctorate In
chemical engineerin
and is Celsee’s president
and chief executive offi-
cer.

“There’s so much
more you can do with
molecular diagnostics
than 10 years ago,”
Howes said. “This is
great technology.”

Science incubator

Celsee, which until
last fall was called DeNo-

St. Michaels Parish

Canton man’s burger trail starts,

bitterly cold February
morning when he arrived
and got in line around 8
a.m., three hours before
Bagger Daves first
opened its doors. He
believes he was 23rd in
ling, or close to it.

It was so cold that
Bagger Dave’s handed
out numbers and allowed
the early arrivals to sit in
their cars and warm up
without losing their place
in line.

Hicks made Bagger
Dave’s part of his weekly
routine, typically each
Monday. With a career in
sales and marketing, he
would bring his laptop
computer and get work
done as he put away an-
other cheeseburger
stacked with American
cheese, lettuce, tomato,
pickles, ketchu‘p and
mayo, on a grilled sesa-
me-seed brioche bun.

BULBEI R SAF
RHOGEIRAHR

Kalyan Handique, who has a
Ph.D. in chemical engineering
from the University of
Michigan, is president and
CEO of Celsee Diagnostics
and inventor of the
microfluidic slide.

vo Sciences Inc., was
founded about five years
ago and currently has 10
employees, with a labora-
tory and a manufacturing
facility at the MLSIC.
The company is work-
ing toward clearance
from the Food and Drug
Administration that
would allow its devices to
be used in clinical set-
tings; at present, they are
for research use only.
The Prep 400, using
the special microscope
slides, automatically
separates the CTCs'in
blood samples and can
“stain” cells for identifi-
cation purposes, while
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But hold the mustard.

“I despise it,” Hicks
said.

One of the Bagger
Dave’s locations other
than Canton was once
labeled a disappointment
by two friends, Lucas
Foster and Kevin
McCown, who call them-
selves the Michigan Bur-
ger Boys in their quest
for the perfect burger.

They changed their
minds —and their re-
view —after Bagger
Dave’s opened in Canton
and they gave the chain
other chances. They now
give it high marks, in-
cluding a score of 8 out
of 10 for burger taste.

“I’ll come back as a
paying customer and
have a burger,” Hicks
said, “but I may expand
my horizons and try
some of the other items
on the menu.”

the Celsee Analyzer uses
software and high magni-
fication to study the pre-
pared samples and take
photoarap s of individ-
ual cells. The company
also has the Prep 100, a
device used to hand-
pump blood samples into
the slides.

“In the vast number of
cases, the Analyzer can
identify a CTC without
any human interaction,”
Howes said.

The Prep 400 and the
Analyzer were named
one of the top 10 innova-
tions for 2015 by The
Scientist magazine.

Celsee is one of 23
small companies, most of
them working in the life
sciences, at the MLSIC,
which is managed by the
Michigan Economic De-
velopment Corp. as an
incubator for life sci-
ences start-ups.

Another is Delphinus
Medical Technologies,
which has developed
SoftVue, an ultrasound
imaging device used for
breast cancer diagnoses.

“Great companies
here,” said Fred Molnar,
director of the MEDC’s
Venture Biotech pro-
gram.

mjachman@ hometowniife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman
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penses were about
$744,000, meaning a def-
icit for the year of about
$120,000.

Edwards said Hilltop
made an annual profit
averaging $190,000 dur-
ing the 10 years between
1996 and 2005, but the
business has changed
since then and the reces-
sion took a toll. That
profit, he said, was put
into the general fund.

The contract with
Billy Casper is expected
to be discussed at the
Tliesday, March 1, board
meeting.

mjachman@ hometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman
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Former county Commissioner Kay Beard dies

LeAnne Rogers

Staff A iter

Having been first
elected Wayne County
commissioner at 57, Kay
Beard might have gotten
a late start in elected
office, but still managed
a 30-year career.

That made Mrs.
Beard, who died Tuesday,
Feb. 9, at 94, the longest
serving county commis-
sioner In Wayne County
history.

“She was a firecracker
the whole time down at
Wayne County,” said
Westland City Clerk

Richard
LeBlanc, a
county
commis-
sioner for
three years
until being
elected
clerk in
2015. “I
appreciated her support
when I ran for the com-
mission.”

Born June 7,1921, in
Detroit, Mrs. Beard
raised five children be-
fore being elected to the
county commission in
1978. ADemocrat, she
was active in politics and

Mrs. Beard

Super fundraiser

the community in metro
Detroit for many years.
“I supported Kay
when she ran against
(then-Westland mayor)
Bob Thomas. She was the
incumbent,” LeBlanc
said. “She’d get all her
volunteers out on election
day intheir green T-
shirts —she was Irish.”
In recent years a Can-
ton resident, Mrs. Beard
had represented West-
land throughout her
years on the commission.
At one time, her district
also included Garden
City and Inkster. Re-
districting eventually

JUIEBONN

made changes to the
district to drop those
cities, maintain Westland
and add south Livonia.

Citing health issues,
Mrs. Beard abruptly
resigned from the com-
mission in 2008. Beard’s
aide Ronaele Bowman
was appointed to fill the
seat, but later in the year,
Schoolcraft College Trus-
tee Joan Gebhardt of
Livonia was elected to fill
the seat.

Honoring her long
service, the commission
named a 150,000-square-
foot building at the for-
mer Eloise property after

Mrs. Beard.

The building, on Mich-
igan Avenue west of
Henry Ruff, currently
houses the county Head
Start program offices
and programs as nutri-
tion congregate meals,
home-delivered meals,
liquid meals and emer-
gency food assistance. It
IS expected to be vacated
during the first quarter
of 2016. Other buildings
on the property have
been offered for sale. 1

Mrs. Beard was wife
of the late Jerry. Sheis
survived by her children
Ron, Kerry, Don (Deb),

Kevin (Edie) and Vicki;
her six grandchildren;
three great-grandchil-
dren; and her brother
Bill.

Mrs. Beard will be in
state at 9:30a.m. Thurs-
day, followed by the 10
a.m. funeral service at
Most Holy Trinity
Church, 1050 Porter,
Detroit (at the corner of
Sixth Street).

The family suggests
memorials to Angela
Hospice.

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver

State school board leader
to address LGBTQ issues

Darrell Clem

Seaff Wter

Atop-ranking state
school board official

who has called for new

policies to better meet
the needs of LGBTQ
students will be the

keynote speaker Sunday

when a Plymouth-Can-
ton advocacy group
meets.

John Austin, presi-
dent of the Michigan
State Board of Educa-

High school youths at Geneva Presbyterian Church in Canton have a Super Bowl Sunday
tradition of holding a submarine sandwich sale as a fundraiser. The teens sold the tasty subs
after Sunday, Feb. 7, services at the church on Sheldon, north of Ford Road. Geneva youths will
visit lowa's Quad Cities region this summer on mission work and plan a dinner/auction
Saturday, April 16, to raise funds. Donated auction items are welcome, with additional details
on donating available from Nancy Glodich at nancyglodich@mac.com.

Canton police are
seeking help identifying
a suspect accused of
exposing himself to a
woman Inside the Wal-
mart store on Michigan
Avenue, near Belleville
Road.

Canton have released
a photo of the suspect
that was obtained from
the store’s surveillance
video.

Detective Sgt. Dan
Traylor has said the
woman told police the
man exposed himself to
her about 3:30 a.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 3L She de-
scribed him as a black
male wearing a blue
hooded sweatshirt.

Anyone who has in-
formation is asked to call
Canton police at 734-3%- Canton police are seeking help identifying this indecent
5400. exposure suspect.

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com

PLYMOUTH CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
PLYMOUTH, M1 48170

SECTION 00 11 13
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids for the Plymouth Canton Community Schools” Construction Bid Package 7,
consisting of;

Site Upgrade Projects at Multiple Buildings

will be received at the office of Ms. Pamela Anstey, Assistant Superintendent of Business &

rations, Plymouth Canton Community Schools, 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth, M1 48170 until
11:00 AM, local time on Thursday, Fébruary 25, 2016 at which time they will be opened,
read publicly and tabulated.

Bids received after this time and date will be returned unopened.
Faxed or e-mailed proposals will not be accepted.
This Project will consist of sealed bids for the following Bid Division of work:
102: Asphalt Paving/ Site Concrete
Bidding documents prepared by TMP Architecture, Inc. will be available for 7public inspection
at the office of the Construction Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., 24317 Indoplex Circle,

Farmington Hills, MI' 48335; the Plan Room, Construction Association of Michigan
(CAW), Construction Data, and Builders Exchange, Lansing.

Bid Documents will be available beginning at 12:00 PM. on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 via the

following;
- ngidders may obtain ore 5%) set of M size bidding documents beginning at 12:00 PM
on Tuesday, February 9, 2016, by contacting the Construction Manager, McCarthy &
Smith, Inc., at (248) 427-8400.

- Bidders may download bid documents from Gradebeam.com
Constructionn Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., at (248) 427-
information for access to the projéct documents.

Bids are to be submitted in a sealed envelope . The bid division(s) being bid is/are to be identified
on the outside of the envelope.

There will be a pre-bid meeting held on Wednesday, February 17, 2016 at 10:00 AM at the
Construction Managers constructiontrailer located behind Canton }—Il%ig School at 8415 Canton
Center Road, Canton, Ml 48187. The purpose of the meeting will be to review the project,
scheo(ljule and to answer any questions that bidders may have. Al Bidders are encouraged to
attend.

All bids should include 2 ooEiOes (2 original, 1 of the Proposal Pricing Form (Section 00
41 26), _Prprposal Execution Form (Section 00 42 00), and the Iran Economics Sanctions Act
Affidavit. The Proposal Execution Form provides a space for the bidder to disclose
any familial relatlonshya as required by Section 1267 of the Revised School Code, as
amended, MCL 380.1267, and this form must be signed and notarized in order for the
bid to be accepted. The {ran Economic Sanctions Act Affidavit form may be found in
section 0042 10 of the Bidding Requirements & General Conditions Manual.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security, in either the form of a bid bond or certified
bank check, in the amount of five (5) percent of the amount of the bid, payable to Plymouth
Canton Community Schools, as a guarantee that ifthe proposal is accepted, the school district
is secured from loss or damage by reason of the withdrawal of the bid or failure ofthe bidder
to enter a contract for performance, Further, the bidder will execute the contract and file the
required bonds within ten (10) days after notice of award of contract.

If awarded a contract, the successful bidder may be required to furnish a Performance Bond

and Labor and Material Payment Bond. Plymouth Canton Community Schools reserves the

rbl%gt to reject any or all bids received and to waive any informalities and irregularities in the
idding.

contacting the
to obtain Tog in

END OF SECTION
LDM 3x7.6

Published: February 11 & 18, 2016
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tion, said Hiesday morn-
ing that “excellent”
policies are being devel-
oped —and could be
adopted in coming
months —to address
issues facing lesbian,
gay, bisexual and trans-
gender students.

Austin is set to ad-
dress the Plymouth-
Canton PFLAG chapter
—a group of parents
and friends whose mis-
sion is to support, edu-
cate and advocate for
LGBTQ people —at a
meeting 3-5p.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 14, at St. John’s
Episcopal Church, 574 S.
Sheldon Road, in Ply-
mouth.

B R I C

George
Belvitch,
the
PFLAG
chapter’s
president,
said the
public is
invited.
Belvitch
called Austin “a strong
ally” for the LGBTQ
community.

Austin said his ad-
dress to the group will
be similar to one he
made in late January,
when he spoke to educa-
tors during the sixth
annual Michigan Sexual
Orientation and Gender
Identity Conference at
Oakland University.

“Michigan needs to
embrace all our young
people and create envi-
ronments in our schools
and communities that
helps them feel safe,
welcomed and able to
tune in and learn,” Aus-
tin said in a press re-
lease about the SOGI
event, adding that edu-
cators are looking for

uidance, particularly
or transgender stu-
dents.

Austin

K B Y B R

Under current state
law, Michigan schools
are required to imple-
ment anti-bullying pol-
icies to protect the
rights of LBGTQ chil-
dren, but officials say
work remains to combat
unsafe learning envi-
ronments.

“It is terrific that a
growing number of
students are comfort-
able coming forward
with the fact that they
have non-traditional
gender and sexual iden-
tity, but our schools are
looking for guidance on
the services and support
they need, on issues
ranging from bathroom
use to counseling and
teacher training,” Aus-
tin said.

He said he and his
state board colleagues
have asked state Super-
intendent Brian Whiston
and his staff to develop
new policies to address
the issues.

dclem@ hometownlife.com
Twitter: @CantonObserver
734-972-0919
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20-year-old accused
of attacking dad

Ab4-year-old man reported
being attacked late Frlda?/
morning by his 20-year-old son
at the home of the victim’s late
mother in Plymouth Township.

The victim was slightly
hurt, suffering elbow scrapes
and a bruised knee, according
to a Plymouth Township Police
Department report. The son
fled the scene In a vehicle
driven by his girlfriend; the
victim said he didnt want to
press charges, police said.

The victim told police he
arrived at his mother’ house
to find his son there and that

PLYMOUTH CRIME WATCH

the two got into an argument.
The son swun? a walking stick
at him several times, without
connecting, the father told
police, but calmed down and
arranged to get a ride from his
girlfriend.

Once she arrived and the
20-year-old got into the car she
was driving, the report said,
the father and son again ar-
gued and the son rushed out of
the car, shoved his father to the
ground and kicked him several
times, then got back into the
car. The driver drove off.

The victim refused medical
treatment.

Littering ticket

A 21-year-old Plymouth
Township man was issued a
littering ticket the morning of
Feb. 3 after admitting he had
left a Wendy’ bag in the area
of Normandy Drive and Nor-
mandy Court, police said.

Apolice report said the man
confessed to the littering and
then said “so what” to the offi-
cer who had showed up at his
house and asked him about it.

The complaint had come
from a resident near the litter-
ing site who had filed two pre-
vious littering complaints
since mid-January, police said.
In one of those earlier inci-

CANTON CRIME WATCH

She sold her iPhone,
but got fake money

A 24-year-old woman noti-
fied police Saturday after she
arranged online to sell her
iPhone and later realized the
buyer had paid for it with a
counterfeit $100 bill, a police
report said.

The woman told police she
had used an app on her phone
for a website, Wallapop, where
she advertised her phone for
sale. She said she arranged to
meet the buyer outside a party
store near Palmer and Lilley.

The woman said she sold the
phone about 7:30 p.m. Feb. 1to
a suspect she described as a
black male, 17-20 years old,
wearing dark clothing and
driving a Chrysler Sebring.

She said he walked up to her
vehicle, asked to see the phone
and handed her a $100 bill be-
fore driving off. She said she
later realized the bill was fake
and said it had the phrase “for
motion picture use only” on it.

Walmarttheft

Awoman who spent $150.73
for groceries at a Canton retail
store was ticketed for retail
fraud after police say she stole
an additional $26.85 in mer-
chandise.

Police say the incident oc-
curred about 4 p.m. last Friday
at the Walmart store on Michi-

Get it!

gan Avenue, near Belleville
Road.

Astore employee called
police after noticing the wom-
an had placed some merchan-
dise in her purse. A police
report listed the items as a
wallet, ink pens, tin foil and
makeup.

Police issued a citation for
retail fraud to the woman.

Mystery pills

Canton police took a 19-year-
old Canton man into custody
after finding a bottle of pre-
scription pills —with someone
else’s name on it—in his car.

The incident unfolded short-
ly before 1:30 a.m. Sunday on
Heron Court, near Warren and
Ridge, a police report said.

Police stopped to investi-
gate after seeing a 2015 Ford
Fusion, occupied by three peo-
ple, alongside the road. A 27-
year-old passenger immedi-
ately got out of the vehicle and
walked toward the back of i,
telling Eolice he was going to
check the tire pressure.

Ateen girl inside the car
told police she and the two
males were trying to find a
friend’s house and had lost
their way. She said the three of
them had been celebrating a
birthday and were looking for
another friend to ﬂo bowling.

During a search of the car,
police found a bottle of a pre-

Got it!

scription drug used to treat
pain and muscle spasms. No
one inside the car admitted to
knowing the man to whom the
drug had been prescribed.
They also said they didn’t
know how the bottle of 48
pills got into he car.

Police took the car’s owner
into custody for possession of
a controlled substance and
released the teen girl to her
father, who was called to the
scene. The male passenger
also was released and rode
off with them.

'‘Unstable' behavior

A Canton woman reported
her brother to police, saying
he has been sending unusual
emails and text messages
and, since Thanksgiving, had
shown up unexpectedly six
times at her house on Wil-
drose Drive, near Hanford
and Ridge.

The 57-year-old woman
told police that her brother,
49, from El Paso, Texas, is a
U.S. Army veteran who has
been exhibiting behavior that
she referred to as mentally
unstable. She said he has
other family members who
have also have refused to
welcome him to their homes.

The woman filed the police
report as documentation.

— By Darrell Clem

dents, a receipt that was
among the refuse was linked to
a rewards card from a restau-
rant chain, plus a silver Ford
vehicle was spotted. Police
used information obtained
from those clues to locate the
suspect Feb. 3.

License suspensions

» A 35-year-old woman was
arrested the morning of Feb. 2
for driving with a suspended
license. Police also learned she
had multiple license suspen-
sions and was wanted on seven
misdemeanor warrants from
four different communities, a
police report said.

The arrest came after an

officer spotted a 2002 Pontiac
Grand Am on eastbound M-14,
west of Beck, and found,
through a computer check, that
the car owner’s license was
suspended. The woman driving
turned out to be the owner of
the car, which was impounded.

» Another suspended-li-
cense arrest was also made the
morning of Feb. 2 after police
stopped a 30-year-old man for
driving a 2012 Jeep Wrangler
with an expired license-plate
tab. The driver had two license
suspensions and two traffic
wz_aérants out of Detroit, police
said.

— By Matt Jackman

State police to host female
recruiting event next month

David Veselenak

The Michigan State Police
hope to attract more women
into their ranks. They hope a
recruiting event in Livonia
will do just that.

The state police will hold a
recruiting event more target-
ed toward women looking to
join the ranks of the agency
from 10a.m. to 2 p.m. March
19in Schoolcraft College’s
VisTaTech Center, 18600 Hag-
gerty, in Livonia.

The event, Trooper Mar-
jorie Richardson said, will

opefully help bring in more
female candidates for the
state police, which she said
has been an issue for several
years. Nationally, about 12
percent of police officers are
female, a figure that’s higher
than where the Michigan
State Police is currently.

“For MSP, it seems to hov-
er around 9 percent,” said
Richardson, a recruiter for
the state police’s second dis-
trict, which consists of
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb
counties. “We do need to get
our numbers up. There’s no
question.”

The event will feature

current female troopers dis-
cussing the roles for women
within the a enc¥, as well as
training and the lifestyle of a
state police trooper. Informa-
tion on several units, including
Forensic Science Division,
Canine Unit, Special Investiga-
tions, Computer Crimes and
the Gaming Section will also be
available.

Requirements of those in-
terested in applying include:
good moral character; a U.S.
citizen and Michigan resident
at the time of appointment to
the academy; be at least 21
years of age; and have a high
school diploma or G.E.D., as
well as a good driving record.
Candidates must also possess a
stable credit history and have
no felony convictions on their
record. Attire for the event is
business casual.

Starting salary for troopers
after they graduate from the
21-week academy is $44,000
annually, with a $7,800 raise
after completion of the first
year.

Those interested in attend-
ing are encourage to email
Richardson at richard-
sonm2@michigan.gov and are
encouraged to arrive at the
event at 9:45a.m.
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‘Sylvia’ Is newest
play at Barefoot

Barefoot Productions
in Plymouth has gone to
the dogs with its latest
offering, Sylvia, which
opens Friday.

Aplay by AR. Gurney
that premiered in 1995,
Sylvia tells the story of a
New York City couple,
Greg and Kate, and the
dog they adopt, Sylvia. A
comedy, Sylvia isalso a
look at one man’s midlife
crisis and the need for
connection in an imper-
sonal world.

Barefoot’s production
of Sylvia features Mi-
chael Ludlum and Rebec-
ca Himm, both of North-
ville, as Greg and Kate,
and Jennifer Beitzel of
Pittsfield Township as
Sylvia. It also features
Cory Chambliss of Ply-
mouth.

Sylvia is directed by

MERRITT

Continued from Page Al

that board members did
not anticipate the angst
that accompanied Mer-
ritt’s selection.

“We feel we did this
with the best intent for
the district,” Crouch
said.

‘Lightning in a
bottle’

Following her appoint-
ment Tuesday night - and
after comments from
about 20 teachers and
residents - Merritt of-
fered her thanks. “l am
humbled,” she said. “I
consider there to be no
greater honor than to
work for this district.”

The former teacher,
assistant principal, prin-
cipal and, finally, assis-
tant superintendent of
human resources told the
crowd that even after
working in education for
20 years, arriving in the
Plymouth-Canton district
about five years ago, “I
truly believed I caught
lightning in a bottle.”

Merritt acknowledged
the district’s difficulties
and pledged her commit-
ment and dedication to
the job, the teachers,
students and community.
She referred to the cam-
araderie, sense of family
and teamwork that she
found in the district
when she arrived in 2011

“l want that so badly
for us again,” she said.

Merritt also referred
to a teacher’s comment
that the district needs a
titan - a reference to the
movie Remember the
Titans, in which actor
Denzel Washington por-
trayed Merritt’s father,
Herman Boone.

“I believe | can be the
titan for this organiza-
tion,” Merritt said. “We
will get through. 1t will
not be easy.”

As confirmed by other
board members’ com-
ments, Crouch told the
crowd that the decision
to pick a district insider
was the best choice be-
cause of Merritt’s knowl-
edge and history of the
community and the prob-
lems facing the district.

“We know employee
morale is quite low at
this time,” board Secre-
tary Kate Borninski said,
adding that she believes
Merritt has “the skill set”
required to work through
the district’s challenges.

“She will bring the
healing needed to move
the district forward,” she
said.

In December, the
Plymouth-Canton Educa-
tion Association, which
represents the district’s
teachers, rejected a pro-
posed contract that of-
fered a continuation of a
pay freeze this year and
a half-step increase next
year for teachers earn-
ing in the first through
13th step. Teachers at the
top of the scale, the 14th
step and above, were
offered a 0.5-percent
increase next year.

Since that time, teach-
ers dressed inred T-
shirts have attended
each board meeting to
explain theirciaersonal
situations and the need
for better salaries. And
some have questioned
whether two superinten-
dent salaries are on the

Chris Steves of Wood-
haven, who is also Bare-
foot Production’s presi-
dent.

The show is at 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday and
also 8 p.m. next Friday
and Saturday, Feb. 19-20.
There are matinee per-
formances at 2 p.m. Sun-
day and also at 2 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 21

Tickets range from
$15to $17 and can be
purchased through Bare-
foot Production’s web-
site, www.justgo
barefoot.com.

Barefoot’s venue is a
99-seat theater at 240 N.
Main, in the strip mall
next to Bode’s Corned
Beef House. The box
office phone number is
734-404-6889.

payroll.

“The district has the
legal responsibility to
honor that1(_Meissen’s_,
contract,” Trustee Mike
Maloney said.

He told teachers Tues-
day night that Merritt is
not receiving the super-
intendent’s salary now -
and never asked for a
raise - but a new con-
tract has still to be nego-
tiated and, when com-

lete, will be made pub-
ic. “We intend to be
transparent,” he said. “I
think you’ll be able to see
what you want to see.”

Lots of
superintendents

In his comments,
Trustee Michael Siegrist
acknowledged that the
district has had five su-
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Michael Ludlum of Northville, Rebecca Himm (right) of
Northville and Jennifer Beitzel of Pittsfield Township as the
dog Sylvia star in the comedy "Sylvia," by A.R. Gurney,
which opens Friday at Barefoot Productions in Plymouth.

perintendents in eight
ﬁears. “That’ not
ealthy,” he said, adding
that the lack of continul-
ty with so many superin-
tendents has driven “in-
efficiencies and confu-
sion” in the district.

The decision to ap-
point a new superinten-
dent from within allows
the board to “limit the
harm by moving the
district forward,” Sie-
grist said. “It’s our fault.”

Crouch also acknowl-
edged the number of
superintendents hired
and fired, adding that
“none of them worked
out because there’ so
much uniqueness to our
district.”

The board, she said,
determined it needed a
superintendent - an in-
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sider - who understands
the district and its prob-
lems. Referring to Mer-
ritt, Crouch said she has
a history of demonstrat-
ed leadership, has consis-
tently stepped up to re-
sponsibilities and chal-
lenges and has a strong
commitment to the dis-
trict and the community.

“We have put her ina
very difficult position,”
Crouch said, adding Mer-
ritt deserves an apology
from the board for put-
tin%her in a position
without public explana-
tion.

The gathering storm
surrounding Merritt’s
expected appointment
Tliesday drew former
board member Adrienne
Davis to the podium.

“Honest to God, it’s
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Help us kick off
‘Community
Scrapbook’

The Plymouth and
Canton Observers will
start a “Community
Scrapbook” spot in the
papers to highlight
residents and their
lives.

We ask that if you
and your family have
an event, activity, vaca-
tion or anything you
F_hotograph and would
ike to see it published,
email editor Joanne
Maliszewski at jmalis-
zews@hometown-
life.com.

To make this effort
successful, we urge all
to participate. It will be
a fun way to include
more people in our

much worse (on the ad-
ministrative side) than
you know,” she told
teachers, acknowledging
the challenges, partic-
ularly financial, facing
the district. She also said
she is aware - consider-
ing pay freezes and def-
icits - that many out-
siders would tell teach-
ers, “No, you dont want
to go there. Itsnota
place for your career.”

In lauding Merritt,
however, Davis com-
pared her to the popular
former Superintendent
Jim Ryan - a comment
that drew a loud ap-
plause from the audi-
ence. She said Merritt’s
integrity is “flawless.
She walked into this
district with a smile.

“If you start beating

impoum
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newspapers and to
highlight life in the
Plymouths and Canton.
We will not publish
inappropriate photos.

Please be sure you
email your photos as
JPG attachments. And
don’t forget to identify
the people - and pets -
in your photos, as well
as when the photo was
taken and what the
folks in the photo are
doing. Also, be sure to

ut “Community Scrap-
0ok” in the email sub-
ject line.

We look forward to
“Community Scrap-
book” and sharing life
in our communities.

up on Monica, there’s a
whole crew in central
office who will be after
you,” Davis added, ask-
ing teachers to support
Merritt.

“If we dont want
(Merritt) or appreciate
her, she will have other
(career) options. We
must come together now
as a community,” Davis
said.

Bird Elementary Prin-
cipal Cathie Williams
talked about Merritt at a
recent regular principal’s
meeting. “What | do
know is this —every
time | had something to
say, she responded,” she
said.

jmaliszews@hometownlife.com
248-396-6620
Twitter: @jmaliszews
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Dodson PTO president Sara Olson looks at Landon McMullen's card that will go to a sick child at C.S. Mott Children's Hospital

Ashley Rosiewicz decorates her card that will be sent to military members.

-

RHOGEAHR
Students had
plenty of
decorations
from which to
choose for their
greeting cards.

Joanne Maliszewski

Staf Witer

Dodson students have
learned about giving
from the heart - intime
for Valentine’s Day -
with art and kind words.

“A lot of the notes
made me cry,” said Sara
Olson, president of the
Dodson Elementary
School PTO. “I think this
is just awesome. This is
teaching kids about em-
pathy and kindness.”

As a third annual com-
munity service project,
students wrote messages
for current military men
and women, veterans at
the Ann Arbor Veterans
Hospital, C.S. Mott Chil-
dren’s Hospital and, of
course, Melba and
George Dodson, for
whom the school is
named.

“Because they are
sweet,” Hillary Parrish
said, when asked about
the greeting card she
created for the Dodsons.

By the time students
were done with the pro-
ject, some 560 greeting
cards had been written
and designed and were
sorted in boxes for mail-
ing or delivery.

With plenty of volun-
teers in the classroom
helping students pick
decorations for the
cards, the adults could
have cried by some of the
messages the children
wrote.

_ “Thank you for risk-
ing your life to keep us
safe,” a student wrote to
a soldier. Another stu-
dent wrote, “... my life is
in your heart.” ]

Madelyn Porco decid-
ed her greeting card
would go to kids at Mott

BLL BT AR SPRFRHOIGREHR
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Austin Weiss, Luke
Babcock, Brooklun
Whipple, Aaizah
Lone, Lilly Olson,
Aubrey Burke and
Madison Albrecht
show some of the
cards made by
Dodson
Elementary
students.

hometownlife.com
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Teresa Babcock helps her son
Luke make a card. Luke's
older brother Brad serves in

the Marines. He will receive
cards made by the students.

Children’s Hospital: “I
want to make them feel
better.”

And the project
proved that life is, in-
deed, a circle. Current
members of the military
include Grant Pilver, a
former Dodson student,
and Brad Babcock,
whose brother Luke is at
Dodson, said Bonnie
Goodrich, reading spe-
cialist.

The kids had every
that glittered to decorate
their kindness cards,
thanks to donations and
parent volunteers, Good-
rich said.

“Gosh, I just love this.
| take so much pride in
this,” Olson said.

jmaliszews@hometownlife.com
248-396-6620
Twitter: @jmaliszews
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Oona Landon made a card for Melba and George Dodson,
former principal for whom the school is named.
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Canton
businesswoman’s
quote makes it
into calendar

A quote from Canton
resident Sue Voyles,
president of Logos Com-
munications, was select-
ed from more than 5,000
submissions to be fea-
tured in the 2016 Wom-
an’s Advantage® Shared
Wisdom Calendar. The
calendar provides ad-
vice for
women
business
owners
from
influen-
tial wom-
en lead-
ers across
the U.S.
and

around the world.

Mary Cantando,
growth expert of The
Woman’ Advantage,
said that Voyles” advice
appears in the square
for March 17. This
marks Voyles’ eighth
consecutive appearance
in the calendar. Her
quote reads, “Your best
networking tool is a
smile. Dont underesti-
mate its power when
meetin? people.”

Voyles’ quote was
selected because it is
sound advice that is
easy to understand. Her
idea is relevant to al-
most every woman in
business today, Cantan-
do said: “Women busi-
ness owners and those
who dream of starting a
business will learn so
much from the advice

provided by Sue Voyles

and the other successful

; -women quoted in the

- "calendar.”

*-  The 2016 Shared
«™Wisdom Calendar pro-
*-vides sound bites of
advice on key business
*jssues, including organi-
' Ration, promotion, sales
* .and human resources.

Voyles

Red Wings general

BUSINESS

JOANNE MALISZEWSKI, EDITOR
IMALISZEW@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
248-396-6620

TWITTER: ©IMALISZEWS

manager

talks at multi-chamber event

David Veselenak
Saff\Witer

Schoolcraft College’s
VisTaTech Center saw a
bit of a sea of red Tues-
day morning.

That’ because Ken
Holland, general man-
ager of the Detroit Red
Wings, was in town to
talk about the team and
his experiences during
an event held by the
Livonia, Westland and
Greater Farmington
Area chambers of com-
merce.

The 11th general
manager in team histo-
ry, Holland talked about
how he almost became a
vacuum cleaner sales-
man in his native British
Columbia after his pro-
fessional hockey play-
ing days were over. He
was all set to join the
sales force when he
discovered and applied
forajob as ascout in
western Canada.

“Within three or four
da?/s, the Red Wings
called and were looking
for a western Canada
scout,” he said.

He also shared sto-
ries of former Red
Wings coach Scotty
Bowman, who left the
team in 2002 after win-
ning the Stanley Cup.

He told a story of
when Bowman coached
the St. Louis Blues years
ago and found an in-
teresting way to keep
track of his players who
came in late to the hotel
the night before a game.
Holland said Bowman
went to the front desk
and spoke to the em-
pIoKee working the
night shift and told him
the players who came in
that night would be

happy to sign autographs
on a hockey stick Bow-
man supplied.

The next morning,
Bowman looked at the
stick and everyone who
had signed it, who had
also come in late, was
fined $250.

“He was an interest-
ing coach,” Holland said.
Brothers Jonathan

Reid and Andrew Reid,

both of Farmington,
came Tuesday morning
to hear Holland’s talk.
TheY said they are par-
ticularly interested in the
Red Wings this year, as
standout left winger
Dylan Larkin attended
the same high school,
\é\_/gterford Mott, as they
id.

The two, who are avid
hockey fans, said they
really enjoyed hearing
more of the back story to
many famous hockey
faces.

“I thought he was
really candid with a lot of
the stories,” Jonathan
Reid said. “You can tell
he’s an enthusiastic guy
and that’s whats led to a
lot of his success.”

Holland discussed the
success in the late *90s
and early 2000s, includ-
ing the team that won the
Stanley Cup in 2002 with
Dominik Hasek playing
goalie.

Holland said the drive
for that team to do so
well came from the vet-
eran leadership wiIIin? to
give up some potentia
salary in order to use
that to sign a player like
Hasek.

The moves, Holland
said, paid off.

“It turned out to be
maybe one of the great-
est years in Red Wing
history, with half that

Need help

with your

website?

4 Michigan.com has the solution:

across all devices

m Responsive design for optimal viewing

m Templated or customized website to meet
your business needs

m Our websites are sleek and professional
with a focus on conversion best practices

m Turn-key website solutions for any

sizes business

Michigan.com is the largest media and marketing company in Michigan.

Call our local team of experts today for your FREE Digital Business Analysis
(248) 408-9501 or emailjhayden@michigan.com

‘/ thought he was
really candid
with a lot of the

stories. You can

tell he's an
enthusiastic guy
and that's what's
led toa lotof his
success."”

JONATHAN REID
Red Wings fan

team going to the Hall of
Fame,” he said. “It hap-
Fened because of the
eadership deciding to
sacrifice not only their
ice time and their points,
but in their negotiations
to add one more player.”

dveselenak@
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728

Twitter: QDavidVeselenak

BLLB¥ FR) SERFAHOIOEREHR

to the comiined chamber of commerce group.
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Ken Holland signed autographs and posed for photos with

fans. Ten-year-old Livoniaresident Dillon McCallion plays

hockey when he isn't at srhool.

Start the new year off right
with afinancial review

t’s time to make those

new, year’ resolutions.

Lose weight, stop
smoking, start exercis-
ing, go to college, change
jobs, etc.

Is ge_ttingdyour fi-
nances in order on your
list of resolutions?
Should it be? Is now the
time to get serious about
your finances? You’re not
gettinP any younger.

At least once a year, |
meet with my clients to
review what happened in
their life since the last
time we met. Did their
income or expenses in-
crease or decrease? Did
they have any unexpect-
ed expenses that reduced
their emergency funds?
Has their health
changed? Did their goals
change? We also review
their portfolio’s perfor-
mance to determine how
it will affect their short-
and long-term goals and
make changes, if neces-
sary.

Taking time for a de-
tailed financial review
may help you progress
toward your short- and
long-term goals. Consid-
er the following items as
part of your checkup:

» Calculate net worth
—Calculating your net
worth is key to assessing
your financial health and
reaching your goals.
Reviewing your assets
and liabilities will help
give you a clear under-
standing of where you
are today and what
changes need to made to
reach your goals. The
formula to determine
your net worth: assets
minus liabilities equals
net worth. 1f you are
young, it may not be a
positive number, espe-
cially if you have a large
mortgage and little sav-
ings. If you are older and
your net worth is nega-
tive, you may want to
take a closer look at your
debt and savings plan.

» Review debt —
Living without debt is
awesome and stress-free.

Paula
Swain

GUEST
COLUMNIST

igure out how you can
acomplish itand doit.
hough said.

» Review insurances
-As your move through
lie, your insurance
neds will change. Give
sene thought to how
mch life insurance you
ned. If someone is de-
pedent on you for sup-
pot, you may need life
insranee to continue
thasupport if you were
to d; unexpectedly. Re-
vievyour life insurance
to deermine if you need
moreor less and if you
have he right type of
policjEvery year, | re-
view ly auto, home and
umbrtla policies to see
if | caireduce my premi-
um. Lat year, | reduced
my annal premium by
$600. Rview your health
insurane, so you fully
understnd your cov-
erage.

» Re-alance portfolio
—By rebalancing your
portfolioyou can take
steps to sll the invest-
ments tht have per-
formed ad buy Invest-
ments tht have under-
performe, using the
concept sU high and buy
low. By seling high, you
will be takng your gains
and possity taking a
taxable evnt. By buying
low, you wil be purchas-
ing hvestnents that are
on sile. Wh>doesn't like
a sate? You .hould con-
tactyour tatadviser
abojt your specific situa-
tion

> Retirement reality
check—Awre "ou on track
to retire wher you want
to retire? Areyou saving
emugh? Is yoiir portfolio
invested to reach your
gals? Recenlly, | meet
wih a coupleto assist
th:m with their retire-
mint planning to deter-
mne If they vere on
tnck to retire at age 70.

They were maxing out
their retirement contri-
butions and taking ad-
vantage of their employ-
ers’match, but they had
all their money invested
in the cash option of their
retirement plans. Based
on their goals and risk
tolerance, | recommend-
ed that they consider a
portfolio invested in
stocks, bonds and cash
for the potential of a
higher return. They
could continue to main-
tain a cash portfolio, but
they would have to save a
lot more to reach their
goals. By chan%ing their
portfolio, they have the
potential to earn more on
their money and main-
tain their current saving
plans.

For those of you who
will be turning 70/2, you
will need to begin plan-
ning for your RMDs that
are taken from your
employer retirement
plans and traditional
IRAs. RMDs are not
required from Roth
IRAs. Understanding the
rules can help to ensure
that you take these dis-
tributions in a manner
that is best suited for
your personal situation.
Make sure to take your
distribution; if not, the
IRS will assess a 50-per-
cent penalty on the
amount you were sup-
posed to take.

There is a good chance
your new year’s resolu-
tion wont stick. Getting
your financial house in
order shouldn't be a reso-
lution, but something you
do every year like your
annual physical or teeth
cleaning. If you need
help, schedule an ap-
pointment today with a
financial adviser.

Paula Swain is a financial
consultantin Plymouth. The
opinions are notintended to
provide specific advice or
recommendations for any
individual. Please consult with
an adviser aboutyour specific
situation.
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Animals at Plymouth Township church
among ‘creatures God has made’

Julie Brown
Staff Writer

IHaddie AHen, 5, likes
“playing with m
fPier)]/ds.g”A kind%rgartner
at Go Like the Wind Mon-
tessori in Ann Arbor, she
was among children at a
Science Alive presenta-
tion Saturday, Feb. 6, at
Lake Pointe Bible
Church.

Haddie likes “the chin-
chilla” as well as “porcu-
pine and armadillo.” Dad
Joe Allen asked how the
Plymouth Township
church program differed
from school.

“It’s different ‘cause
we don't sit on line and
we don't go outside,”
Haddie said. “We just
have a fish” at school.

Animals ranging from
aBurmese p)éthon toa
two-toed sloth were fasci-
nating to kids at the
church. “It’s always been
a fun thing,” said Terri
Neill, program coor-
dinator for Waterford-
based Science Alive,
standing behind a parti-
tion preparing to present
animals to the children.
“They always get a lot out
of it, the adults as well as
the kids.”

She said church pres-
entations aren’t unusual
and she has recently been
at Catholic elementary
schools for Catholic
Schools Week. “We do
s?;nago ues, we do paro-
chial schools,” Neill said.

This is the 16th con-
secutive year for Science
Alive at Lake Pointe Bi-
ble. Joshua Haynes, pas-
tor of student ministries,
was glad to see so many
children and their par-
ents.

Greeting neighbors

“It’s a good activity for
our children,” Haynes
said. The families get “to
enjoy seeing some of the
creatures God has made.
It’s a good chance to in-
teract with some of our
neighbors.”

Haynes, whose own
three children liked the
activity, doesnt see a
conflict between science
and faith. He was asked
about a recent science-
faith conference hosted
by a nearby Presbyterian
church.

“We believe faith
should be defensible,”
Haynes said. After Neill’s
presentation, Haynes
noted the “vestigial”
animal features she de-
scribed on some and
larger issues of how they
got there. He doesn't see
a conflict between sci-
ence and faith and noted
some wish to make such a
conflict.

Haynes noted “what
we understand to be the
cause of those animals.
We honor God through
the intricacies of those
creations. It’s the evi-
dence there is design in
creation,” adding “which
we would say is consis-
tent with creation.”

Downstairs Saturday,
the children sat attentive-
ly on carpet squares as
Neill brought animals out
from cages. “All of these
are bred in captivity,” she
said. “Elephants would
not fit in this room.”

Some animals have
temperament issues that
mean they can’t be in
p(;esentatlons, Neill add-
ed.

Animal kingdom

“If there is something
you do not want to pet,
you dont have to,” she
said. Puff the chinchilla
was popular.

“Chinchillas don' sit
still most of the time,”
Neill said. “He takes a
dust bath” and lives in
Chile and other South
American countries.

“They don't make good
pets,” she said. “They
cant be held. He is noc-
turnal. He’s also a plant
eater.” Children learned
the word for plant eater,
“herbivore.”

Next was a two-toed
sloth from the rain for-
est, including Brazil.
“What mommy eats, baby
eats. These eat leaves,”
Neill said. “I give them a
wide variety of other
things, too,” including a
rice-sweet potato mix-
ture.

“Try not to go up on
her head area. She is

JUEBOM

Bungee, a wallaby, jumps across the room as fascinated

children watch.

JUEBRON

Joe and Katie Allen of Plymouth greet the Burmese python
during the church Science Alive program.

eating,” Neill reminded
children as she moved
through the room with
the sloth.

Humans impact the
sloth and other animals
with development, Neill
said: “It’s a hard time for
them to cross the roads.
They’re not designed to
do walking.”

Amallard “call duck”
fascinated children. “She
loves the crickets which |
have here for her. She’s
going to do the duck
dance,” Neill said, adding
diet includes insects,
grasses and water plants.

“Of course, shes a
great swimmer,” Neill
said.

Bungee, a wallaby,
jumped across the room
as kids stood up. “Her tail
is for balance,” Neill said.
“She does have a pouch.
She’s bom with it. She
does not get it later on-
line.”

When asked how fast

Bungee can run, Neill
said, “Depends on what’s
coming after her. She
throws out the baby and
runs” if threatened.
“They have to take care
of themselves first.”

The Burmese python
was a big hit, growing up
to 20 feet. Neill joked
with “the ladies hiding in
the back there” with their
children up front.

The python was
burned partially by lights
giving off heat In too-
small confinement. “We
had to doctor it uﬁ. Our
vet is helpful with that,”
Neill said.

Of the snake, she said,
“He’sgust as gentle as
any of my others.” Chil-
dren and adults tried on
the snake.

“If you want to try him
on, nice necklace,” she
said. “Who else needs a
hug here? It sits on you
nicely. Feeling comfort-
able.”

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH
FISH FRY FRIDAYS

ALL FRIDAYS DURING LENT STARTING FEB. 12TH
4:30 P.M. UNTIL SOLD OUT (GOOD FRIDAY 3:00 UNTIL SOLD OUT)
31530 Beechwood Garden City, M| 48135

WE SERVE ONLY PREMIUM ICELANDIC HADDOCK
PREPARED w ITH OUR OW N RECIPE BATTER

MENU

FISH DINNER (HADDOCK) $9.00
SHRIMP DINNER $9.00
FISH-SHRIMP COMBO $9.00
FISH SANDWICH COMBO $7.50
1 SLICE PIZZA wrsapple sauce MEAL $2.00

Macaroni & Cheese wsappie sauce Meal

3.00

DINNERS COME WITH FRIES, COLESLAW, ROLL.
COFFEE. HOT TEA OR MILK
(POP AND ARIZONA ICE TEA ADDITIONAL)

ST. THOMAS,

HE APOSTLE IS LOCATED OFF MERRIMAN

BLOCKS NORTH OF FORD RD.

SPONSORED BY THE 2016 ST THOMAS FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

. Luncjj * Dinnui

Join Us for

e

with a variety of delicious homemade

Polish & American entrees
Salmon Steak
Broiled Cod

Pierogis

Crepes

Shrimp

OceanPerch

Fish & Chips

Potato Pancakes
...just to name a few!

This Wednesday & Friday

Fish & Nalisniki or
Pierogi & Nalisniki

We Cater! B
15800 Middlebelt « Livonia
734-425-9800

JUEBROMN
Science Alive program
coordinator Terri Neill
introduces the Burmese
python to children and adults
at Lake Pointe Bible Church.

Armadillo finishes
things up

An armadillo was the
last animal before lunch.
“Ive trained this guy to
do many things. He’s not
shy,” Neill said of the
armadillo, now 18. “This
is an animal I've had for a
long time.”

Haddie’s parents, who
worship at Lake Pointe
and have a nearby Ply-
mouth address, liked the
session. “We've come the
last several years and it’s
always been a really fun
time. | like animals,”
mom Katie Allen said.

They also brought son
Ki, 8, who wore a “Com-
mander Awesome” name
tag. Joe Allen noted the
church, its Awana youth
program and MOPS
group for moms of pre-
schoolers all bring In
children to Science Alive.

jcbronn@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @2481ulie
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Charges

refiled In

hockey association
embezzlement case

LeAnne Rogers

Staff Writer

Charges that include
embezzling more than
$20,000 from the West-
land Hockey Associa-
tion have been refiled
against a Westland
woman.

Sheri Benton, 45, has
also been charged with
writing insufficient
funds checks for more
than
$500. She
entered a
not
guilty
plea at

raign-
ment in
Westland
18th
District Court and is
scheduled for a prelimi-
nary examination Mon-
day, Feb. 29.

Originally arraigned
on the same charges in
September, Benton was
bound over for trial in
Wayne County Circuit
Court. The charges
were dismissed without

Benton

Check

prejudice —meaning
the charges could be
refiled —Jan. 14. The
charges were subse-
quently refiled.

A spokesperson for
the Wayne County Pros-
ecutor’s Office didn*
respond to a request for
comments on the
charges being dis-
missed and refiled.

Westland Police
reported that the youth
hockey group initially
thought about $8,600
was missing over the
last couple of years.
Instead, police said the
financial records were
closely scrutinized and
approximately $45,500
was missing over three
years.

The charges are that
Benton used the funds
to pay personal ex-
penses, including $8,000
on a mortgage, and
withdrew money from
the group’ account
using an ATM card.

W&M ife.com
9030
Twitter: @LRogersChserver

us out

on the Web every day at
hometownlife.com

VaIentine‘sA/W eekend

Saturday February 13th,

LIVE ON STAGE:

2016

"Billy Joel & Elton John Tribute from Las Vegas"
Exact Sound Alike-Look Alike
Showtimes 8PM - TICKETS ONLY $35

Jeff Brewer and Je ff Scott's outstanding vocal abilities and flair for
entertainment, make for an enjoyable evening. They have captivated
audiences both large and small in the US and Canada.

Benny and the Jets
Sacrifice

iy jaa
The Marquis . *™ *
Theatre S*r i e
135 E. Main

Northville, M1
48167

248-349-8110

Uptown girl
Rocket Man

face 9 face

248-473-7777

Piano Man
New York State of Mind

fa

CALL BOX
OFFICE FOR

TICKETS
Visa/Mastercard
Accepted

WWW.NORTHVILLEMARQUISTHEATRE.COM
JUNE 25 THE BEATLES FROM LAS VEGAS

1.0 0000270407

NOVITOWNCENTER.COM

Zfhe B eit Place foA,

(Valm tu ie\

tfhxw &

WITH SO MANY GREAT FASHION STORES,
Novi Town Center is sure to have the perfect Valentines
Day gift for your special someone. Along with new styles
for her, don’t forget planning agreat meal at Tony Sacco’,
Bonefish Grill, Diamond Jim Brady’s and our other fine

restaurants!

Get Something Extra for

Valentine’s Day! Participating
Novi Town Center stores will be
giving away a sweet gift from

Chocolates by Renee with any

purchase of $25 or more.*

*W hile supplies last. Available at redemption stores.

SIMON" PI

Novi Town Center

hof
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OPINITON

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance
the lives of our readers, nurture the
hometowns we serve and contribute

to the business success of our customers.

PARC: Here’s a better idea for arts, recreation

group of residents
A has expressed an
interest in cre-

ating a taxing authority
to retain a portion of the
former Central Middle
School, while adding a
pool, auditorium an
other elements. The au-
thority would request
upward of 1mill from the
residents of the city of
Plymouth and Plymouth
Township to fund the
construction and opera-
tion of the new facility.

There has been some
debate and opposition to
a millage which would
generate three times as
much revenue from the
township vs. the city.
There has also been ob-
jections to constructing
the facility in the city.

I wish to offer a viable
alternative to the PARC
concept:

Arts, Culture and Recrea-

LETTERS
Diversionary tactic

OnJan. 11, state Rep.
Kurt Heise held a meet-
ing at the Plymouth li-
brary. I brought up the
situation of the work
sto?]page by the teachers
in the state-run Detroit
Public Schools. Heise
raised his voice and de-
clared that the leader of
the work stoppage is an
anarchist. It was appar-
ent to me that his remark

tion Authority

Purpose: Toestablish
an authority to construct,
maintain and program
art, cultural and recrea-
tion facilities for the
benefit of the greater
community

Goals:

1 Construct and sup-
port high-quality art,
recreation and education
facilities.

2. Construct a pool and
theater on the campus of
P-CEP.

3. Provide on-going
financial support for art
and recreational pro-
grams.

4. Construct facilities
which provide benefits to
the greater community.

was an attempt to divert
attention from the real
issues that drove the
teachers to take the dras-
tic action of a work stop-
page to expose the condi-
tions of the state-run
Detroit Public Schools
under the anointed man-
ager Darnell Earley,
former emergency man-
ager of the city of Flint.
Itis very disturbing to
me that Heise seemed
more concerned about

CANTON

Observer

Joanne Maliszewski,
Community editor
Larry Ruehlen,
Managing editor

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Jani Hayden,
Advertising director

education

w

School Week

ON CAMPUS

-0

Hormones Will

5. Construct facilities
that will be utilized as
fully as possible.

6. Establish an organi-
zation which will knit
Plymouth, Plymouth
Township and Canton
Township together.

7. Achieve the above
goals at the least cost to
taxpayers.

Governance: An au-
thority would be created
via an intergovernmental
agreement by the city of
Plymouth, Plymouth
Township and Canton
Township. The authority
would be limited to a
maximum of 1 mill. The
authority would be re-
sponsible for the con-
struction of the pool and
theater and oversee
scheduling. The author-
ity would enter into an
agreement with the Ply-
mouth-Canton Communi-
ty Schools district defin-
ing the use of the pool

confining young students
under a leaky roof with
perhaps seats under their
fannies than providing an
environment where the
mice do not play, the
rooms are clean and in
good condition and the
necessary supplies are
available for the teachers
and students.

In my opinion, we
should all be concerned
about subjecting children
and young adults of the
state of Michigan to the
conditions exposed by
the Detroit teachers. It is
a form of abuse to the
K-12 young people of the
Detroit Public Schools
that Heise appeared not
to be concerned about by

roclaiming that the
eader of the work stop-
page is an anarchist.

I know of no action by
the state of Michigan to

Urratr.
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and theater by the school
district.

The authority would
enter into contracts with
each governmental part-
ner (Plymouth, Plymouth
Township and Canton
Township). The contracts
would detail the relation-
ship between the author-
ity and each government
as it relates to use of
authority facilities.

Authority board rep-
resentation would be
based upon population
and other factors. The
number of authority
board members, terms
and responsibilities will
be determined jointly by
authority communities.

Funding: Abond re-
quest in the amount of
(approximately 0.4 to
0.45) mills would be
placed on a ballot in each
community. The term of
the bond issue would be
determined by the mu-

rectify the conditions
before the teachers took
drastic action to expose
the condition of the
schools. Why did the
state of Michigan take
over management of the
Detroit schools in 2009 if
the state only continued
the mismanagement of
the schools? “Shooting
the messengers” will not
improve the conditions.
William Cole
Plymouth

No surprises

Let’s have a re-cap of
what occurred during
and after the lowa cau-
cus. From what I have
been able to ascertain,
aides to Ted Cruz sent out
false emails stating that
Ben Carson had dropped
out of the Republican
race. When Donald
Trump learned of this, he

YOUR AD

nicipalities.

The millage would

generate approximately

30 million in revenue
for construction of the
pool and theater. Each
municipality would re-
ceive revenue(based on
SEV) to support the arts,
recreation or cultural
facilities or program.
The city of Plymouth
would realize (all esti-
mates) $1 million, Ply-
mouth Township $3 mil-
lion and Canton Township
$6 million. One or more
of the municipalities may
enter into an agreement
to advance a common
goal(s).

As an example, the
city of Plymouth and
Plymouth Township may
agree to the following:

» Major portions of
Central Middle School
are demolished; areas
include pool, gymnasium,
warehouse, etc.

threatened to sue lowa,
blaming his loss on these
misdeeds. Neither of the
above acts should sur-
prise anyone, considering
the two peoEIe involved.

During the Demo-
cratic caucus, six of the
polling sites ended up
with the same number of
votes for Bernie Sanders
and Hillary Clinton. Ac-
cording to caucus rules,
six coins were flipped
and Clinton won all six
tosses. Now, despite the
odds of that occurring,
Bernie Sanders didn't
pull a Trump and whine,
snivel or demand a new
vote. And Hillary didn’t
sink low enough to send
out false emails. If she
had, I’'m sure Bernie
would have used his clas-
sic line, “l am sick of
hearing about those
damn emails.”

» Remainder of Cen-
tral will be re-purposed
to support, arts, recrea-
tion, senior services and
association offices. Pla
fields will be develope
and enhanced.

» The Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools
district would enter into
an agreement to provide
land and parking areas
for the pool and theater.

» PCEP-800-1,000-
seat theater would be
constructed in associa-
tion with one or more of
the Park’s high schools.
Estimated cost $10 to $12
million.

» Acompetition and/
or leisure pool would be
constructed in associa-
tion with one or more of
the Park’s high schools.
Estimated cost $8.5 to $10
million.

Tom Yack isa Carton Toarship
trustee and former supervisor.

Bernie Sanders has
been portrayed by his
detractors, pundits and
sometimes the media as a
wild man with disheveled
hair, shaking his fists to
get his point across. Ex-
cept for the wild man
part, | would have to
agree that he gets pas-
sionate trying to right the
wrongs that have been
inflicted on our people by
Wall Street and the very
politicians who were
running in the Repub-
lican caucus in lowa.

If you get a chance to
hear Bernie Sanders
speak in Flint at the de-
bate March 6, I’m sure
you will find him quite
refreshing, especially
when compared to the BS
coming from the right-
wingers.

James Huddleston
Canton
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Association (NNA) 2013.
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Wwt® mEnjoyWonderful Fresh Seafood
Throughoutthe Season..! «0

4 N W ild CaughtTuna, Swordfish,
! Sockeye Salmon & Much M ore!

Ask Our Seafood Specialistfor
Fantastic Recipes!

33066 W. Seven Mile Road Livonia. MI 48152
248.477.4323

HOURS: Monday-Saturday9-8;

Sunday 9-6

FrijesnSmmiammmh

SR

SEAFOOD

Sale valid 2-11-16thru 2-17-16
While Suppilies Last =Prices subject to change.

Largest Fresh Meata Seafood Counter inthe Area!
ArtofBread-fresnHouse Made Everyday-UsingHonBMOFlour
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CELLAR

Fresh Wild Caught Fresh Wild Caught ouiic 19 Crimes
i i »h Red Red Blend
W h_|tef|sh C_od _ )
Fillets Fillets -%V“ -%MI
$799n $699 h la Mike’s Hard
lis Lemonade
© $38.99«
Frog it 6pack H
I(;?chf') Hew Belgium J f

$3.991b

Entreesto Go

Censea EZPeel Censea
Shrimp P&0 Shrimp Pesto
131-40CU (26/30ct) Salmon

$6.99 ihm $5.99 e

Censea Cooked Entree to Go

Tiger Crab
| Sh“mp Stuffed Sole
K% (31-40CU

$16.9dy 4%

M EAT,;

C 2 USDAPremium Fresh-All Natural

«

Brewin&Co.

North American
Lobster

Talils
(small 40i)

$2,. 9.8

Premium Fresh

<rao> Choice Angus Boneless All Natural
Porterhouse Pork Chicken Leg
Steak Chops Quarters
$10,99In  $342in 890 in
USDA Premium
Choice Angus Fresh-All Nafural
T-Bone Veal Loin
Steak Chops

$10,99ib  $1Z.99n.

USDA Premium
Choice Angus

Filet Mignon

$19.99

33048 Seven Mile Road-Livonia
Hours: Wed.-Mon. 8-6, Closed Tuesday

c%%% S g
D D0
TRy
2/1S

#D

(Edl .

KD !

—

is® USDAPremium
ce* Choice Angus

Bistro Steaks

$8,99h

Entrees to Go

Marinated Chicken Breasts
Italian, Herb & Garlic, Mesquite or Teriyaki

$4,99h
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gpP *&We Have the Perfect Giftfrom Flowers,
/' Sweets, Custom Basketsand j»

Dinner for Two!

Gourmet Market SI™

Surprise Your Valentine with Fresh, Beautiful

Flowers from French’s Flowers!!
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33152 W. Seven Mile Road, Livonia, Ml 48152

248.477.4333 e o

Sale valid 2-11-16 thru 2-17-16
Hours: Sun 9-6; Mon-Sat 9-8 f o1
While Supplies Last «Prices subject to change.
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/ /PRODUTCE ORGANIC
Jumbo Californ_ia »4» Californ_ia*’
Broccoli: Clementines*
| Itnlp Florida </ 1Florida
Golden Ripe_ 1 Fresh Squeezed Fresh Squeezed
Whale Pinegyde
S, s o C 1/2 gal 1/2 gal.
1DEL]I Gounmet Market
I USDA Premium
’ Choice Angus
Porterhouse
Dietz & Watson Boar’s Heai Steak
Gourmet Hard 1
Chicken Breast Salami $1 0o.09 IN

YR r Sy Rma- .

OldTyme Kowalski Boors Head
Provolone Kielbasaor Imported Swiss
Cheese Old Fashion loaf Cheese
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Boar*Head
¥R

Chicken Leg
Quarters

Fresh Wild Caught

Whitefish
Fillets

Joe’s Gourm et
Catering & Events
Summer dates are filling up_fast!

FIN E

$4.00 Off a $§a2,e.§a)ib %g’e%?ﬂb

Everyday G O URMET

CHEESES

Greek Joes Antioxidant Grilled Chicken Chicken Caesar
Pasta Salad Kale Salad Breast Pasta Salad

HRr R B[R B[R
Chef’s Feature
Linguine in Tomato Fennel Sauce

CAFE
Joe’s Fresh Roasted Weekly Coffee Special

Call today to book your Graduation F{arty,
Wedding, Showers & Employee Picnics!
We cancustomize any event to fityour

needs and budget!

WwWWwW %

oesgourmetcatering.com
or call foday at 248-477-4333

North American

lobster Talls

Ismail 40zl

m B H fjaij

Visitus at;
X226

GROCERY

Guernsey G.H.Cretors
ice Cream CoolWhip  Popcorn
$4.90.. w2 P2.99
HersheiTs Chocolate Syrup AC)

24 0z

PASTRY m

.$l7.99 r$27.99

Sander’s
Bell Stone .o, City Lava Red Velvet
éﬁ’ﬁ % Popcorn Cake Cupcakes
- o o 49  $349
248-477-4 Hours:Wed.-Mon. 8-6; Gosed Tuesday
Chocolate Triple Berry W INE CELLAR
Cherry Bread Scone Koscato rhormiinp Villa lolanda
$4.99 2 im S\N\é\ét'BQd?F?ose RosaRegale ChOCOlatC S»arS £ ® Ma,°
. Hood &White Wine Wine Strawberry or Mango
Very Berry Cinnamon
Bread Pudding Baisin Bread $1%J-99 $195U'99 $9é389 $133i|99

$2.49

t\
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RENA LAVERTY |USA HOCKEY

Czech Republic players mob each other after scoring the OT winner Tuesday, while U.S. player Phil Kemp slumps in disappointment.

Czech Republic tops Team USA in overtime, sparked by goalie s 49 stops

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

The power and beauty of
international hockey was on
full display Ttiesday night at
USA Hockey Arena in Ply-
mouth.

Although a late comeback
enabled the U.S. NTDP Un-
der-17 team to reach overtime
against the Czech Republic,
the visitors grabbed a 4-3
victory with only 37 seconds
left in the extra session, when
Jan Kern chipped in a power-
play goal.

When the Under-17 Five
Nations Tournament contest
was concluded, the victors
piled on top of each other at
one end of the ice —while
Team USA players skated
dejectedly, wondering what
might have been if not for a
sluggish start.

“Obviously, we lost the
game and they were very
excited they won the game,”
U.S. head coach Don Granato
said. “That’s the way itis.
These games mean a lot. So it

NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

RENA LAVERTY |USA HOCKEY
Finishing off his goal at the end of the second period is forward Jacob
Tortora, slipping the puck past Czech goalie Tomas Vomacka.

certainly is a disappointment
for us.

“We chased the game. We
fell behind early and its a
different game when you do
that. Everything seems to
take more energy. And that’s
what it felt like from the ice,
from the bench.”

Meanwhile, Granato’s
players and NTDP fans in the

building (the actual atten-
dance was not announced)
might be having nightmares
of Czech Republic goalie
Tomas Vomacka.

He was like a human force
field, displaying athleticism,
anticipation and perfect posi-
tioning to turn aside 49 of the
52 shots sent in his direction.

Actually, Vomacka had a

Third Winters sister extends
family’s collegiate streak

Youngest of Canton soccer
sisters signs with lowa

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

Natalie Winters wanted to
keep the family tradition alive
by getting a scholarship to play
college soccer, following sis-
ters Lindsay and Rachel.

On National Signing Day,
Feb. 3, the Canton senior mid-
fielder got her wish as she
signed a national letter of in-
tent with the University of
lowa.

“It means a lot,” Natalie

Winters said. “My family has
supported me so much
throughout this whole process.
My sisters have gone to play
sports, so it was always a
dream to follow them, too,
because | look up to them.”

Al three soccer sisters
were at Canton High School for
the late afternoon ceremony, as
was their high school coach,
Jeannine Reddy.

“I coached Rachel and |
coached Lindsay, too,” Reddy
said. “They’re all very differ-
ent. Lindsay was such a poised
and easy-going (player). They

See WINTERS, Page B2
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COMPLETE
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49251 Grand River Ave., Novi n

800-837-5682
Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm, Sat. 8am-4pin

slight crack in the armor
right off the bat.

At just 1:27 of the first
period, Josh Norris scored an
unassisted goal to get the
NTDP first-ever interna-
tional home game at the Ply-
mouth arena off to a rousing
start. (Earlier Uiesda% Fin-
land edged Russia, 4-2, to
open the five-day tourney).

But the Czech Republic
responded with two goals
within a minute around the
midway point of the first to
go up 2-1and chase Team
USA starting goaltender
Adam Schee ?four saves).

Taking over was North-
ville native Dylan St. Cyr,
who stogped 10 of 12 shots the
rest of the contest.

The U.S., despite trailing
much of the night, looked to
be on a perpetual FEower play,
firing shot after shot at Vo-
macka —who quicklly
shrugged off the early goal
by Norris.

It remained 2-1after one

See FIVE NATIONS, Page B3

Soccer player Natalie Winters has signed with lowa.

« 30-day price guarantee

e All makes and models

) J MUMROYALM
Located at:

rsitV
LINCOLN *

QUICKLANEOFNOVI.COM

| Goodrich

KELLYENTIRES'

734-469-4128

JOHN KEMSKI [EXPRESS PHOTO
Going up for a layup Tuesday night is
Canton's Obi Okoli (left), who led the
Chiefs with 22 points.

PREP BASKETBALL

Chiefs rally
for ‘doubly’
Impressive
63-57 win

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

Canton’s perfect season nearly
was derailed Tuesday night by
Livonia Churchill.

But the host Chiefs —trailing
49-40 with 90 seconds to go—
went on a 3-point scoring spree to
extend the KLAA South Division
varsity boys basketball game into
overtime.

From there, it took a second OT
before Canton prevailed, 63-57, to
give it 15wins in as many outings
and a 9-0 mark in the division.

“It was definitely clutch shoot-
ing,” Canton head coach Jimmy
Reddy said. “But I liked that, we
really havent had a game like this
in a while. We haven't had a close
game in a while.

“I liked that when we were
down, we were still fighting. e
still thought we had a chance.
Down nine with under two min-
utes to play, it doesn't look great.
But our kids kept fighting and
kept believing and got it done
down the stretch.”

Even so, the pesky Chargers
(9-6,54) had the ball at the end of
the fourth quarter and the final
moments of the first OT with the
opportunity each time to win with
a basket.

“We had to get a stop at the end
of regulation,” Reddy said. “Chur-

See CHIEFS, Page B4
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NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

Colleges

Plymouth baseball
players firm up plans
to play sport at

collegiate level

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

When Josh Sulak and Kyle
Wolter pitch for the Plymouth
Wildcats, they pride them-
selves on hitting the target.

Both did just that in their
search for coIIe?es to keep
pla?/ing baseball in the years
following their high school
career, which will end this
sprin?. )
Sulak is slated to play col-
lege baseball at Northwood
University, while Wolter will
be part of the debut team at
Lawrence Technological Uni-
versity.

“I’'m beyond blessed to be
able to play at the next level,”
Sulak said Feb. 3 during the
National Signinﬂ Day festiv-
ities at Plymouth. “I’'m beyond
blessed to continue my base-
ball career.

“It takes a lot of dedication,
practice and hard work, but it
definitely pays off in the end.”

Just as pumped about mov-
ing on from high school to
college beginning this summer
(when LTU practices begin in
earnest) was Wolter.

“It’s presented me with a
great opportunity to get an

LOCAL SPORTS

a hit with baseball

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Plymouth baseball players Josh Sulak (left) and Kyle Wolter signed to play at Northwood and Lawrence Tech,

respectively.

education, a good one,” Wolter
said. “I get to start up a legacy
at Lawrence Tech, since it’s
going to be their first year.”

With a smile, Wolter added
that bein% part of something
new will be “something you
can show to your kids when
you’re older, show them that
you've accomplished some-
thing great.”

Tip of the cap

Their Plymouth baseball
coach, Jason Crain, gave full
marks to both Sulak and Wolter
for their on-field abilities and
leadership skills. He also said
he expects both third-year
varsity players to do some-
thing special in their senior
season with the Wildcats.

“Great ballplayers and lead-
ers and | think they’re going to

lead us to great things this
year,” Crain said. “Josh is a
great all-around athlete and is
a phenomenal pitcher. _

“He’s ﬁOt some great action
on his ball. People struggle to
barrel up his fastball, which
Pives him an oploortunity ata
ot of ground balls. He com-
mands himself well on the
mound.

“Kyle, while he pitches as
well, he’s probably our best-

hometownlife.com
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handed infielder (shortstop)
that we’ve had. He makes ev-
ery play.”

According to Crain, both
Sulak and Wolter have a bright
future in the game following
graduation this June.

And being on a Division |
team or lower-level programs
doesn’t matter as much in
baseball as it does in sports
such as football and basketball
when it comes to predicting
future success.

Multiple levels

“There’s a lot of players that
come from all different levels
that move on in their baseball
careers,” Crain said.

The coach added that the
key is finding a spot where an
individual is comfortable
enough to keep moving for-
ward on the field and in the
classroom.

“Obviously, as a program,
we try to give players the op-
ortunity to play at the next

evel if they want to,” Crain
said. “In baseball, there’ so
many different levels you can
play at. We want to help them
find that spot that’s a fit for
them.

“As an athlete and as a for-
mer athlete myself, | think
athletics really helps in the
academic process as well,
because it keeps you orga-
nized, teaches you time man-
agement and also teaches you
life skills that you can take
beyond your years in school.”

tsmith@hometowlife.com

Shamrocks signhees

DETROIT
CATHOLIC CENTRAL

INING

AARON BABICZ

Novi Detroit Catholic Central High recently recognized 19 student-athletes on its 2016 signing day. Among those headed to play

college football include: Tom Kowalkoski, Boston College; Tyler Laurentius, Hillsdale College; Alex Bock, Ferris State; Tarek Dalou and

Concordia University. Soccer commits include Justin Murray, University of Detroit Mercy; Matt Turton, Kalamazoo College; Peter
Kirouac and Ben Sargent, Albion College; and Connor Gaskin, Claremont McKenna (Calif). College. Lacrosse commits include Alex

Jarzembowski, U-D Mercy; Nick Bazany, Rocco Mularoni and Kyle Gaines, Hope College; and Matt Jarzynski, Augustana (Ill.) College.
Baseball commits include Grant Hartwig, Miami of Ohio; Nick Marcon, College of Central Florida; and Brendan Charette, Carroll (Wis.)

University. Golf commits are Max Palmer, Robert Morris University, and Josh Stein, Lawrence Tech.

WINTERS

Continued from Page BL

all have different qualities. Natalie
is quicker, a little more fiery. Ra-
chel is also very good. Just a great
family.”

The youngest of the Winters
soccer trio, whose parents are Julie
and Jason Winters, said she imme-
diately felt comfortable at lowa,
where she will look into pursuing a
degree in crime scene investigation
as well as play for a Division |
women’s soccer program.

Sisterly advice

Natalie added that she received
plenty of advice from Lindsay and
Rachel about trying to find a col-
lege fit. Lindsay graduated in 2010
from Canton and earned a degree
from Olivet College; Rachel, a 2014
Canton grad, remains at Bowling
Green State University.

“Go where it feels right, where
you’ll get a good education and
where it feels like a home away
from home,” she said, recalling the
helpful hints from her siblings. “I
wanted to find a school that was
good in academics, t00.”

Holder of a 3.3 grade-point aver-
age, Winters also has advice for
current Canton players who shared
the National Signing Day program
(10 Canton seniors participated).

“If you don't focus on your
grades, you’re not going to go any-
where without them,” she said.
“Study, focus and do well.”

Meanwhile, Winters, currently
closing out her career with Canton’s
varsity girls basketball team, is
foregoing her senior soccer season.

Instead, she will gear up for her

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Soccer coach Jeanine Reddy coached all three of the Winters girls. Lindsey Winters wen

to Olivet, Natalie Winters heads for lowa and Rachel Winters is at Bowling Green.

career at lowa by playing solely for
the Michigan Hawks elite club pro-
gram.

Reddy lamented losing her from
the 2016 roster.

“She’s matured so much as a
person. She’s an outstanding soccer
player, probably one of the best
we've had offensively and any-
where on the field, at Canton since

I’ve been coaching,” Reddy said.
“Leaving with a great legacy, with
all the (Winters) sisters playing
soccer. She’s just been awesome.”

Additional National Signing Day stories will
be published in the Sunday, Feb. 14,
Observer.

tsmith@hometowlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

JOHN KEMSKI |EXPRESS PHOTO
Salem senior softball players Kara Hutchison (left)
and Jamie Squires shared the spotlight on National
Signing Day.

NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

Softioall Rods sed
their college dedls

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

Watching from the wings on National
Signing Day, Salem varsity softball coach
Bonnie Southerland couldnt help but smile.

Two of Southerland’s players, Jamie
Squires and Kara Hutchison, signed with
Oakland University and Davenport Univer-
sity, respectively, to continue their softball
career.

Of course, both players have the 2016
high school season yet to play.

“We’re very, very proud of Jamie and
Kara,” Southerland said. “They’ve brought a
lot to the program. Theyre outstanding
student-athletes and we’re excited to see
them move on to the next level after the
come back their senior year and really do
some good things for this program.”

Squires, a multi-talented infielder, liked
her future collegiate home as soon as she
went there for a campus visit. Oakland is a
Division | program.

“The teammates are great, the coaches
are great,” Squires said. “Everybody 1've
met Is amazm%.... They have a great softball
program and | love the coaches ?ncludmg
former Plymouth coach Val Canfield). And
they have a beautiful campus.”

Hutchison, a hard-hitting catcher, said
she looked at different colleges “but Daven-
port was the best fit for me, both softball-
wise and academically.”

She holds a 3.1 grade-point average and
will study for a degree in physical therapy.

“It’s a great opportunity to be able to play
college softball,” Hutchison said. “I’ve been
working so hard for it for so many years.”

Sharing it

According to Squires, National Signing
Day in and of itself is a pretty special occa-
sion. But she said making it even better was
having the chance to celebrate together at
the Salem High School athletic department.
Each of the three high schools at Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park had an individual
program throughout the afternoon and early
evening.

“It’s a great honor. It’s great to have all
the student-athletes together, everybody
here to celebrate,” Squires said. “It’s just a
good feeling. I love it. I think it’s a great idea
to have everybody sign together.”

Southerland, meanwhile, said she always
pegged Squires and Hutchison as future
college players.. )

“l Just think it’s their love of the sport,”
Southerland said. “Both Jamie and Kara love
to play softball. They're pretty dedicated
athletes, so | think moving on to the next
level was certainly inevitable.”

tsmith@hometowlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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MIHL SHOWCASE

Showing

Saunders’ hat trick lifts Salem to second win

over top teams; Plymouth also prevails

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

What better time to show
some skills than the prestigious
Michigan Interscholastic Hock-
ey League Showcase?

Both Salem and Plymouth
did just that, with big wins
against top-ranked varsity boys
hockey teams.

The Rocks defeated Grosse
Pointe South, 3-2, in a shootout
Friday at the Kennedy Recrea-
tion Center in Trenton. It was
Plymouth’s turn to shine that
day before a bevy of Junior A
and college scouts, prevailing
3-1over Division I-ranked
Grandville.

Salem also turned back
Grandville, winning 5-3 Sat-
urday behind junior forward
Jake Saunders’hat trick to
finish 2-0 at the MIHL’s annual
event.

“The MIHL Showcase
brings in scouts from the NHL
on down,” Salem head coach
Ryan Ossenmacher said. “It is
another good opportunity to
provide our team with tough
games and exposure to scouts
from the next levels of hock-
ey.”

Salem needed a “beauty of a
oal” in the shootout against
outh by senior forward Evan

Newel, In tandem with Rocks
goalie Matt Visel turning aside
all three shootout attempts.

“We competed very well
against one of the top teams in
the state,” Ossenmacher said.
“Matt Visel was strong in net.
We did a good job of keeping
GPS to the outside and limiting
their quality opportunities.”

Newel also scored during
the second period, finishing off
a feed from linemate Matt
Schaumburger to make ita 1-1
game at 4:3L

Breaking the tie about 11
minutes later was Salem de-
fenseman Marty Mills (from
Nick Callegari), but Grosse

Pointe South forced the shoot-
out (no overtime was played)
on a power-play goal in the
third by Marshall Vyletel.

Visel was solid for Salem,
making 26 saves. The Rocks
fired 18 shots at GPS goaltend-
er Camden Mills.

On Saturday, Saunders
gthree goaIsR and freshman

orward Colin Goleniak (three

assists) were the offensive

stalwarts and junior goaltender

Tristan Rehling (20 saves) the
defensive standout as the
Rocks (10-4-2) defeated the No.
5team n Division 1

“We started off a little slow
against Grandville,” Ossen-
macher said, referring to a 2-0
deficit early in the second peri-
od. “After the first period, we

increased our ph%/smal play and

commitment to shot blocking,
which created more offensive
opportunities.”

Saunders then started the
Rocks on the comeback trail,
scoring at 5:59 of the middle
period. Setting up the goal
were junior forward Shawn
Weldon (two assists) and Gole-
niak.

It was 2-2 when Saunders
scored again about five min-
utes later, with assists going to
Newel and junior forward Joey
Driscoll (two assists).

The Rocks went up 3-2 at
14:59, thanks to a goal by senior
forward Nathan Homrich, with
assists collected by Driscoll
and Weldon.

Grandville tied the score at
3-3ona goal just 1:33 into the
third period, but Saunders
grabbed the lead back again at
3:18. Assisting on Saunders’
third goal of the night was
Goleniak.

Closing out the scoring was
junior forward Matt Schaum-

urger at 13:58. Setting up the
insurance goal were Goleniak
and senior defenseman Bailey
Thompson.
Key to Salem being able to

Pom pon champions!

up big at
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the Showecase

SALEM HOCKEY

Salem junior forward Jake Saunders celebrates after scoring one of his three goals Saturday against Granduville.

SALEM HOCKEY

Salem junior goalie Tristan Rehling makes a stop against Grandville during
Saturday's MIHL Showcase match-up in Trenton.

chip away and ultimately take
control was Rehling, who
“made a few key saves after we
went down 2-0 to give us the

SHANNON CRAGGS

The Plymouth Canton pom pon team, composed of girls in grades 6-8, took first place in the Middle School
Division at the Michigan Pom Association State Championship hosted Jan. 31 by Alma College. Team members
include (back row, from left) coach Chelsea Schroeder, Brooke Tyszkiewicz, Allison Hawkins, Cami Craggs, Kassidy
Davis, Cordy Householder, Julia Battaglia, Erin Sugiura, Hannah Kulp and coach Kristen Beyer and (front row,
from left) Rachel Provenzano, Olivia Henry, Rachel Pierson, Alii Glud, Lacey Courtney, Maria Hall, Kokoa Kaneko
and coach Ari Bologna. Also on the team are Janae Washington, Lydia Brandt and coach Joslyn Covault.

HVE NATIONS

Continued from Page BL

period, although the U.S. out-
shot the Czech Republic, 21-7.
The shot totals read 29-9 mid-
way through the second peri-
od, when a defensive giveaway
in front of St. Cyr led to Kern’s
first of the night.

Pucks continued to be
driven in Vomacka’ direction,
to no avail.

With just under two min-
utes remaining in the second,
U.S. forwards Grant Mismash
and Evan Barratt teamed for a
dangerous play that looked
promising.

Barratt’s one-timer of a
Mismash feed was stymied by
Vomacka’ blocker.

Just when it seemed as
though the Czech Republic
would take a 3-1 lead into the
second intermission, Team
USA got one back at 19:31 to
energize the crowd.

Forward Jacob Tortora
broke in on Vomacka and slid
the puck past the goalie’s out-
stretched left pad.

Tortora said he saw an
opening in the Czech defense
and went for it. “The forwards
on their team collapsed,” he

RENA LAVERTY |USA HOCKEY

Displaying uncanny quickness while making one of his 49 saves Tuesday at
USA Hockey Arena is Czech Republic goalie Tomas Vomacka. Denied on this

play isJosh Norris (right) of the U.S.

said. “We were in our zone and
| just saw there was two (de-
fenders). ... Luckily, I got
around them.”

The second period ended
with the home team still trail-
ing, 3-2, but up 38-17 in shots.

It only took 2:39 of the third
period for the U.S. to tie the
score at 3-3. Barratt finished a
perfect set-up by defenseman
Reilly Walsh.

Regulation ended shortly
after Vomacka used his glove
to rob defenseman Nate

Knoepke’s laser, the 50th shot
taken by the U.S.

Yet just when it seemed as
though a shootout was immi-
nent, a penalty was called
against the hosts with 1:20 left.

With about 40 seconds to go,
a shot taken by Dalimil Mi-
kyska from the top of the right
circle hit a body and caromed
over to Kern, wide open on the
other side of the ice.

The high shot was in and
out of the net before St. Cyr
had time to recover.

chance to come back,” Ossen-
macher said.

» Plymouth’ hard-fought

win Friday was helped by ex-

U.S. WOMEN'S SOCCER

Rodriguez

cellent goaltending.

Senior Trevor McManus
stopped 23 of Grandville’s 24
shots to earn his sixth victory
of the season.

Grandville opened the scor-
ing in the first, but the Wildcats
responded in the middle period.

First, junior forward Colton
Borke snapped in sophomore
forward Josh Weber’s center-
ing pass.

Plymouth then went up 2-1
when senior defenseman Kyle
Kozler fired in a power-play
goal.

Late in the third period, the
Wildcats collected some insur-
ance. Junior forward Alex
Chartrand made it 3-1 with
about two minutes to go.

Sophomore forward C.J.
Mullenax and junior defense-
man Zach Gallaher created a
turnover to set up the goal.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

makes cut

for CONCACAF roster

Salem junior from
Michigan Hawks will play
for U.S. Under-17

Women’s National Team

Canton’s Isabel Rodriguez,
a member of the Michigan
Hawks, is among 20 players
named to the U.S. Under-17
Women’s National Team for
next month’ 2016 CONCA-
CAF U-17 Women’s Champi-
onship.

U.S. head coach B.J. Snow
unveiled the roster for the
tournament, to be held March
3-13in St. George’s, Grenada.
The tournament will send the
top three finishers to the 2016
FIFA U-17 Women’s World
Cup, being held in Jordan
from Sept. 30 to Oct. 21.

Rodriguez is among seven
defenders on the American
roster.

“We are extremely excited
about the team that will be
representing the United
States at World Cup Qualify-
ing Tournament in Grenada,”
Snow said. “It was a tremen-
dously challenging process to
narrow down the final roster
and that’s a credit to all of the
players we’ve been able to
evaluate in camps over the
last year.”

The cut-off date to be eligi-
ble for the upcoming U-17
Women’ World Cup is play-
ers born on or after Jan. 1,
1999. Snow chose 12 players
born in 1999, but also includ-
ed five players born in 2000
as well as three 14-year-olds
born in 2001

Rodriguez, a junior at
Salem High School, was se-
lected from the Hawks’ U-17
Elite Clubs National League
program. Also on the U.S.
team is Brightons Alexa
Spaanstra, a forward from
the Hawks’ U-18 roster.

The 2016 CONCACEF
tournament will take place at
two stadiums, the Grenada
National Stadium and the
Grenada Athletic Stadium.

“The main focus for our
U-17 National Team is to eval-
uate and develop players that
have the potential to navigate

U.S. WOMEN'S SOCCER
Isabelle Rodriguez, a junior at
Salem, has been named to the
roster of the U.S. Under-17
Women's National Team.

through our Youth National
Team system and it’s critical
that we always keep this
mindset at the forefront of
our philosophy,” Snow said.
“At the same time, we never
want to lose sight of the tradi-
tion of winning and the stan-
dards that have been created
by those that have preceded
us.

“At this level, there is
always a fine line in the selec-
tion process of deciding who
gives us the best chance of
winning now versus those
players who have the best
chance of moving forward
with our National Teams.
With this current roster, we
feel we have identified a
group of young players that
gives us the balance of being
able to compete with the top
teams in the world now, but
who also possess the potential
to be the future of U.S. wom-
en’s soccer.”

Snow also will bring this
roster to the four-team 2016
U-17 Womens NTC Invita-
tional that will run Feb 11-15
as the U.S. hosts Japan, South
Korea and England.

The NTC Invitational will
serve as final preparation for
the CONCACAF tourney. All
the invitational matches will
be held at Glenn “Mooch”
Myernick Field at the U.S.
Soccer National Training
Center in Carson, Calif.


mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
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GIRLS BASKETBALL

LOCAL SPORTS

WILDCATS CLOSE IT OUT

Plymouth wipes out
John Glenn’s late lead,

rallies for 44-39 win

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

Senior night proved to be an
unqualified success for Ply-
mouth’s girls basketball team
Tuesday night —although it
was looking a little dicey for
the first 27 minutes against
scrappy Westland John Glenn.

Trailing 32-25 with six min-
utes to play, the Wildcats used
a late 17-4 spurt to pull out a
44-39 victory.

While several Wildcats
stepped up and made clutch
plays during the pivotal fourth-
quarter comeback, it was sen-
ior Cassidy Lewis who was
driving the bus.

After connecting on just two
of her first 10 shots, Lewis
caught fire down the stretch,
hitting her final three shots to

CHES

Continued from Page BL

chill had the ball when it was
tied with seven seconds left.

“And in the first overtime,
they held the ball for the last
minute and we got a stop. We
had to get two big stops to win
that game.”

Leading the Chiefs with 22
points was senior guard Obi
Okoli, while senior forward
Logan Ryan was stellar with 15
points and 12 rebounds.

Chipping in 14 points, in-
cluding six key free throws in
the closing minutes, was senior
guard Hamoudy Turfe.

Freshman guard B. Artis
White made some clutch out-
side shots, while sophomore
guard Noah Brown played well
on defense.

Churchill came out strong,
forcing eight Canton turnovers
and building a 27-16 halftime
lead.

But Reddy said he chal-
lenged his team in the locker
room during the break: “They
responded with much more
energy and urgency in the sec-
ond half.”

Launching treys

Still, the Chiefs were looking
at their first loss of the season
until White connected on a trey
with 1:30 left to close the gap to
49-43.

“B. Artis White late was
really good with the ball,” Red-
dy said. “Then knocking down
that three (late) in the fourth

uarter. He made a couple
threes.”

Ryan followed with succes-
sive triples to keep the game
going. The second one, which
tied the score, was drained
from a couple feet beyond the
top of the arc.

Each team managed just two
Eomts in the first extra period,

ut the Chiefs went up for good
following buckets by Okoli and
Ryan.

“Obi opened the second
overtime with a drive to the rim
and then Logan scored off an
offensive rebound and put us
up four,” Reddy said. “Those
were big baskets. And Harmou-
d?/ was 6-for-6, so he made some
clutch free throws down the

SCHOOLCRAFT ROUNDUP

finish with a team-high 13
points. Plymouth sophomore
guard Gabby Chouinard got the
rally rolling when she convert-
ed back-to-back layups to cut
her team’s deficit to 32-29.

Lewis then scored four
straight points on a mid-range
jumper and a layup to deadlock
the tense contest at 33-33.

Woodard, a sophomore

uard, put John Glenn back in

ront with a triple from the left
wing, but Plymouth junior
forward Alex Ebeling an-
swered with a corner trey to
make it 36-36 with 3:12 to play.

Sparked by a ball-hawking,
pressure defense, the Wildcats
reeled off a pivotal 6-0 run
over the final three minutes to
put the game on ice.

Senior Hannah Badger (sev-
en points) started the run with
a corner three to put the hosts
ahead, 39-36. Badger then stole
the ball with 1:50 left and the
play ultimately led to a pair of
Chouinard free throws at the
1:22 mark to make give the
Wildcats a 41-36 lead.

After Lewis drained a free
throw with 54.8 second to go,
John Glenn’s Sierra Moseley
swished a 3-point shot with 28
seconds remaining to bring the
Rockets to within 42-39. Lewis
and Ebeling tacked on one free
throw each in the waning sec-
onds to preserve the victory.

The star of the game for
John Glenn was senior forward
Nadia Reed, who finished with
10 points and 11 rebounds.

After making just 6-0f-32
shots through the first three
quarters, the Wildcats’ shoot-
ing touch returned in the
fourth, when they made 7-of-9
shots.

The Wildcats (6-9,5-4)
played without senior Bailey
Brown, who suffered an injury
in Friday night’s victory over
Livonia Churchill.

Honored during a pregame
senior night ceremony were
final-year players Brown, Bad-
ger, Maren Wisniewski, Lewis
and Elise Wehmer.

JOHN KEMSKI |EXPRESS PHOTO

Flying through the lane against Livonia Churchill defenders is Canton

freshman guard B. Artis White (left).

stretch.”

Scoring 23 points for Chur-
chill was Joan Andoni, while
Jon Hovermale contributed 10
points.

Reddy emphasized that the
way his teamJouIIed out the
victory TUesday will pay divi-
dends as the KLAA playoffs
and MHSAA state tourney
unfold over the next three
weeks.

“Every game’ not going to
be like it’s been the last month
or so,” he said. “I wasnt happy
with the way we started.”

The way his team finished,
of course, was another story.

Next up for Canton is Fri-
day’s campus clash at Ply-
mouth. The boys game will
follow a Canton-Plymouth girls
basketball match-up.
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Plymouth's Hannah Badger (left), shown from a game earlier this season,
was a catalyst Tuesday night for the Wildcats.

CANTON INVITATIONAL

Chiefs place fifth
at grueling tourney

Canton eclipses 140
mark, but unable to
top difficult field

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

The Canton Gymnastics
Invitational provided another
example to the Chiefs that
the bar for excellence con-
tinues to be raised higher and
higher.

Canton, the 2014 state
champion and 2015 finalist,
placed fifth Saturday in a
tournament chock full of elite
high school squads.

“We've seen the competi-
tion and now know what we
need to do to win,” Canton
head coach John Cunningham
said. “It’s up to us.”

The Chiefs registered a
140.40 score, trailing defend-
ing state champion Rockford/
Sparta (146.75), Howell
(142.95), Farmington
(142.675) and Forest Hills
(142.175).

Canton literally slipped
out of the running for the top
two spots.

“While fifth place was not
where (the Chiefs) wanted to
end up,” Cunningham said,
“counting five falls on beam
and bars literally took (us)
out of second place.”

Cunningham pointed to
Katie Dickson’s “excellent”
9.45 on floor exercise only
being good for 10th place in
Division 1as proof of just
how tough the competition
was at the meet.

There were several other
outstanding performances by
the Chiefs, however.

Hailey Hodgson placed
third in Division 2 on floor
(9.4), fifth in the all-around

JOHN KEMSKI |EXPRESS PHOTO
Senior Hailey Hodgson was one of
several standout Canton gymnasts
at Saturday's invite. She is shown
here from a previous meet.

35.)025) and seventh on vault
8.9).

Placing ninth on D-l vault
with 9.125 was Jana Hilditch.
She also tallied 9.05 on bars
(sixth) and registered 35.025
in all-around.

Kelsea Kernosek (8.65,
8.65, 8.8), Rachel Socha (8.6,
8.8) and Katherine Najduk
(8.5) all were instrumental in
helping push Canton “into the
140s again, among the elite
te:_:léns in the state,” the coach
said.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @ TimSmithJports

Ocelots men’s bowlers top field at Merri-Bowl

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

Schoolcraft College’s men’s
bowling team knocked down
pins and the competition at
Friday’ Ocelots-hosted in-
vitational at Merri-Bow! Lanes
in Livonia.

Prevailing at the 2016
Schoolcraft College Invitation-
al, the Ocelots tallied 4,355
pins to top the five-team field.
In second, with a 3,610 total,
was Kirtland.

Also stellar were School-
craft individual bowlers, nail-
ing down the top three places
in the men’s results.

The overall medalist with a
225-209-213 score line was
Schoolcraft’s Kacey Brezovsky
(Garden Cigl).

In second and third, re-
spectively, were Sean McKin-
ney (Livonia) and Ben Jakes
(Nowi).

McKinney rolled a three-
game series of 622, featuring a
223 game; Jakes chipped in a

210 game en route to a 571
total.

Rounding out the scoring
for the Ocelots were Andrew
Gury (sixth, 529), Eric
DeYoukner (12th, 492), Drew
Garrison (14th, 486), Jason
Bley (16th, 468) and Sam Berg-
er (18th, 465).

Lady Ocelots third

Meanwhile, Schoolcraft’s
women’s bowling squad fin-
ished third at the invitational
with a 2,788 total.

Prevailing with a 3,498 tally
was Mid Michigan, followed by
Muskegon (3,397).

The top performer for the
LadY Ocelots was Livonian
Ashley Schou, who finished
ninth overall with a 141-150-
139—430 score line.

Placing 11th through 13th
for Schoolcraft were Redford
native Ashley Mattia (380),
Canton’s Rachel Boucha (375)
and Kaylin Janiczek (369).
Cierra Cox was 19th, regis-
tering 308 for the day.

SC basketball

» On Saturday at School-
craft, the men* basketball
team earned a 99-67 win over
Oakland Community College.

Fueling the Ocelots (14-10
overall, 9-2 in the MCCAA
Eastern Conference) with 20
points was guard Tyler John-
son, who hit 6-0f-9 attempts
from beyond the 3-point arc.

Others in double figures
were Anthony Wartley Fritz (11
points) and Ja’Christian Biles
(10 points).

Chipping in were Observ-
erland products Dre Black of
Westland John Glenn and Da-
von Taylor of Canton. They
scored nine and eight points,
respectively.

Schoolcraft built a 43-27
halftime lead and really took
control after the break with 56
points in the second half (24
thanks to successful treys,
8-of-16).

» OCC’ women’s basketball
team was a rude guest to

Schoolcraft, however, defeat-
ing the Lady Ocelots, 89-76.

It was Schoolcraft’s first
loss in Michigan Community
College Athletic Association
Flay; the first-place Lady Oce-
ots are 22-2 overall and 101 in
the Eastern Conference.

Scoring 27 points for
Schoolcraft was guard and
Birmingham Seaholm alum
Elise Tolbert.

Others with excellent
games included Jade Smith (24
points), T’era Nesbitt (13
points) and Rikki Scherdt (12
rebounds).

OCC (14-8, 8-3) started
strong and led wire-to-wire. It
was 17-11 after the first quar-
ter, 40-33 at halftime and 65-54
after three quarters.

Men's hockey
Schoolcraft’s men’s hockey
team defeated host Xavier
University, 11-2 and 5-3, the
weekend of Jan. 29-30.
Fueling the opening rout
were hat tricks by Mike Lesko

and Andrew Lindsay, with
Canton alum Nick Borg back-
stopping the win between the
pipes.

In the follow-up American
Collegiate Hockey Association
contest, doing the goaltending
honors for Schoolcraft was
Nick Carravale.

Scoring twice for the Oce-
lots was Derek Klisz.

“The boys were winning all
the one-on-one battles along
the boards and finishing at the
net,” Ocelots head coach Rob
Lindsay said. “The offensive
and defensive zone were awe-
some and our neutral ice re-
groups were very good. Our
goaltending was spectacular.”

Upcoming Schoolcraft home
games (at Redford Arena) are
scheduled for 10 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 19, and 4:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 20, against the Ferris
State University club team.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @VmSmith_Sports
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Learn to avoid home repair scams
at AG consumer program Feb. 24

Julie Brown
Staff Writer

A consumer education
program on home repair and
improvement through the
Michigan Attorney General’s
Office is set for 12:15p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 24, at the
Maplewood Community Cen-
ter, on Maplewood west of
Merriman in Garden City.

“Anybody can come, defi-
nitely,” said Garden City’s
senior activities coordinator
Sheila Sulewski, noting resi-
dents of all communities are
welcome that day as walk-ins.

“I haven't done anything
with them before,” she said of
AG Bill Schuette’s office.
“This is going to be new to me,
too. I think it’s good informa-
tion.”

She was online for the
Michigan Attorney General
website and found program-
ming details, which will in-
clude upcoming sessions at
Maplewood to be publicized
later.

Sulewski agreed on home
repair and improvement sen-
iors can be “taken advantage
of. It can happen to anybody,
too. Always get a second opi-
nion. You forget a lot of
times.”

Participants on Feb. 24 will
learn:

Community Resource Center

Senior Center

Family Resource Center

Dance Express
Fit4 All

Community Coalition

Thrift Store
Library

JULIE BROWN

A Feb. 24 program through the Michigan Attorney General's Office is on tap at the Maplewood Community
Center in Garden City, focusing on avoiding home repair and improvement scams.

» the telltale signs of home
repair scams;

» how to recognize unscru-
pulous contractor red flags;

» how to navigate the home
repair project process.

Additional information is
available at www.mi.gov/ce.
Questions may be referred to
agcp@mi.gov.

chuette’s Consumer Pro-
grams team offers the pro-

grams including the Feb. 24
one at Maplewood in Garden
City. Garden City’ Sulewski
cgnobe reached at 734-793-
1870.

Good Neighbor Society effort
seeks Realtor nominations by Feb. 26

For eight years, REALTOR
Magazine's Good Neighbor
Society has helped Realtors
extend and enhance their
charitable work through the
Volunteering Works grant and
mentoring program. The pro-
gram, which assigns mentors
to Realtors who want to in-
crease and expand their com-
munity service outreach, is
now seeking entries.

“Realtors build, change and
improve communities across
the nation every day," said
National Association of Real-
tors President Tom Salomone,
broker-owner of Real Estate
Il Inc. in Coral Springs, Fla.
“Through the Volunteering
Works program, we can help
Realtors build upon and ad-
vance their volunteer efforts
to help even more through
community service.”

The Good Neighbor Society
is seeking applications from
Realtors who work on small-
scale charitable efforts that
have growth potential. The
society is comprised of past
recipients of REALTOR Mag-

azine's Good Neighbor
Award, which recognizes
outstanding achievement in
community service. Five Vol-
unteering Works recipients
will benefit from a year of
one-on-one mentoring from a
member of the Good Neigh-
bor Society and a $1,000 grant
as seed money to help imple-
ment improvements in their
community program.

Volunteering Works recipi-
ents will be selected based on
their dedication to their vol-
unteer work and the potential
for their charitable work to be
expanded or improved with
the help of an expert mentor.
Ideal candidates have been
active in charity work, can
identify specific challenges
they would like to address
with the help of a mentor and
have specific goals for the
future of their community
service project. Applicants
must be NAR members.

“We created Volunteerin
Works to benefit Realtors who
have a passion to make life
better in their community,”

said LeRoy Bendickson, of
Edina Realty in Edina, Minn.,
who is the Good Neighbor
Society advisory council chair
and a 2011 GoocYNei hbor
Award winner. “As they work
on refining their charitable
efforts, they can get advice
and guidance from a mentor
who has been in their shoes.”

Kristin Joyner, 2015 Volun-
teering Works recipient, has
served the Sawnee Women’s
Club on many projects,1pro—
viding backpacks full o
weekend food to schoolchil-
dren in need. Joyner says the
Volunteering Works experi-
ence has benefited her char-
ity in seeking ways to start a
vegetable garden at a high
school, which will provide
fresh produce for struggling
families.

“I received encouragement
from my mentor, who shared
some scripts with me on how
to get corporate sponsors,”
says Joyner, a Realtor with
Designer Realty, Dacula, Ga.
“With her enthusiasm, | wrote
for another grant with Whole

Foods and most important of
all, she gave me confidence
by telling me, “Your cause is
worthy.™ Joyner’s mentor was
2014 Good Neighbor Kristina
Rhodes, with F.C. Tucker
Emge Realtors Evansville,
Ind. Joyner says the $1,000
grant enabled her to get “good
old fashioned dirt and seeds”
to get the garden under way
at the high school.

The Good Neighbor Award
winners, who mentor the Vol-
unteering Works recipients,
on average spend more than
20 hours a week on volunteer
work and have built and led
some of the most effective
charitable organizations in the
country. Since 2000, there
have been more than 160 win-
ners and honorable mentions
of the Good Neighbor Award.

Volunteering Works is
funded by The Stuart &Jill
Siegel Charitable Foundation.

For a Volunteering Works
entry form, visit
www.Realtor.org/gna and
click on “Nominate” The en-
try deadline is Feb. 26.

HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-OAKLAND COUNTY

These are the area residential real
estate closings recorded the week
of Sept. 8-11, 2015, at the Oakland
County Register of Deeds office.
Listed below are cities, addresses,

and sales prices.
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HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-WAYNE COUNTY

These are the area residential real
estate closings recorded the week
of Sept. 28to Oct. 2, 2015, at the
Wayne County Register of Deeds
office. Listed below are cities,
addresses, and sales prices.
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Devel°Per's

couodul

under state
Statute

Q: A developer came into
our condominium project
and wants to complete the
unbuilt units which were
labeled as need not be built,
but it has been 12 years. Does
he have a right to do that?

A: More than likely not and
you should
assert your
rights as the
association
under Section
67_(3%_of the
Michigan
Condominium
Act. This in
imperative
because there
is a movement
on the part of certain special
interests groups to change the
statute to basically eliminate
the right of the co-owners in
the condominium to obtain
property which was labeled
“need not be built,” but was not
constructed by the developer
for a period of 10years in cer-
tain situations. If you do not
Perfect your rights by bringing

egal action, you will more than
likely find it much more diffi-
cult to do so because the pro-
posed legislation attempts to
close any reasonable recourse
by the association. Get a com-
munity association lawyer who
knows these issues immedi-
ately to protect the interests of
the association and to get the
benefit financially that the
association is entitled to with
respect to those unbuilt units.

Q: I am currently serving
as a director on our Condo-
minium Association Board of
Directors. At one of our re-
cent meetings, one of the
board members raised a
question about providing
cable services to our co-own-
ers. Specifically, she was
wondering if itwould be a
good idea to inquire with a
local cable provider as to
whether it would give our
association a bulk rate dis-
count for all residents in the
condominium complex. Do
you think it's a good idea for
our association to be in-
volved in something like
that?

A First, you should review
the association condominium
documents to determine if the
bylaws authorize the associa-
tion to provide such services to
the units. If not, you may not
be able to simply treat bulk
cable the same way the associ-
ation would a utility service
without amending the bylaws.
Many cable providers prefer
not to be classified as a utility
provider for other reasons and
therefore take the approach
that they are not an “everyday
necessity.” (However, some
states, such as Washington,
regulate telecommunication
service providers the same
way as other utility compa-
nies).

The other problem is that
the board may not have the
authority to budget and classi-
fy such charges as a limited
common expense. It may be
difficult to determine what
percentage interest each unit
should be allocated as an ex-
pense based upon relative
value. This would come into
play if some residents want
certain premium channels that
others do not. One way to solve
this problem would be to have
all residents receive a set me-
nu of basic channels through
the association at a bulk dis-
count rate. Then, anyone that
prefers premium services
could contact the cable service
provider and arrange for that
on their own. You may also be
able to negotiate a payment to
the association by the cable
company in consideration for
allowing cable to be available
at the condominium.

Meisner

Robert M. Meisner is a lawyer and the
author of "Condo Living 2: An
Authoritative Guide to Buying, Selling
and Operating a Condominium." He is
also the authorof "Condominium
Operation: Getting Started & Staying
on the Right Track," second edition.
Visit bmeisner@ meisner-law.com. This
column shouldn't be construed as
legal advice.
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FEBRUARY
AUCTION

Time/Date: 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
1

Location: Hellenic Cultural
Center, 36375 Joy Road, West-
land

Details: Auction supports
Concordia Lutheran School.
Tickets are $30 per person or
$270for atable of 10and in-
cludes appetizer, dinner, des-
serts, drinks and auction. Dead-
line is Feb. 8. Order by calling
248-474-2488 or 313-937-2233.
Contact: Laura Goodman at
313-937-2233

BIBLE SEMINAR

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 17-March 16

Location: Plymouth Seventh-
day Adventist church, 4295
Napier, south of Ann Arbor
Road, Plymouth

Details: The free seminar looks
at the book of Daniel. Includes
details of the "Daniel Diet" that
has been thought to provide
protection against heart disease,
diabetes and other illnesses.
Study guides available for all
participants. Bring your own
Bible or use one available at the
seminar

P ass

Contact: 734-455-3580
BREAKFAST

Time/Date: 830-11:30a.m.
Sunday, Feb. 21

Location: St. Theodore social
hall, 8200 N. Wayne Road,
Westland

Details: French toast, pancakes,
ham, sausage, scrambled eggs,
applesauce, coffee, tea, milk,
juice. Cost is $3 for adults and
$1.50 for children, ages 2-10
Contact: 734-425-4421
CLOTHING COLLECTION
Time/Date: 10:30a.m.-1230
p.m. Sunday, through Feb. 14
Location: Crossroads Church,
which meets at Trinity Church,
34500 W. Six Mile, Livonia
Details: The church iscollecting
winter survival gear, including
men's used work boots, men's
new and gently-used white
socks, ladies new and gently-
used turtleneck tops. Contact
the church to arrange additional
drop-off times

Contact: crossroadsnow.org;
Pastor Steve at 248-890-5718

FAMILY FUN DAY

Time/Date: 3-6 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 27

Location: Unity of Livonia,

ages
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COMMUNITY LIFE

RELIGION CALENDAR

28660 Five Mile, Livonia
Details: Games, prizes and
special activities for kids, in-
cluding a bounce house. Chair
massages, chiropractric screen-
ing and atalk on health and
wellness for adults. Sponsored
by Applied Modern Health
Chiropractic

Contact: 734-421-1760

FILM

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 11

Location: Congregational
Church of Birmingham, UCC,
1000 Cranbrook Road, Bloom-
field Hills

Details: The film, Seeds of Time,
focusing on the global food
system, is part of the Life on
Earth @ Risk documentary series
Contact: 248-514-8746

FISH FRY

Time/Date: 4:30-7 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 12-March 18

Location: St. Michael the Arch-
angel, 11441 Hubbard, Livonia
Details: All you can eat, $10 for
adults, $8 for seniors, $5 for kids,
ages 3-13, free for kids under 3,
carry outs, $9 and $10
Contact:734-261-1455, ext. 200

GRIEF WORKSHOP
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www.hometownlife.com
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May peace be
with you in this
time of sorrow.

Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 17-March 16
Location: St. Michael the Arch-
angel Church, 11441 Hubbard,
Livonia

Details: "Grieving with Great
Hope" afive week series, isfor
anyone who is mourning the
loss of a loved one. Good
Mourning Ministry, a local
Catholic bereavement organiza-
tion co-founded by John and
Sandy O’Shaughnessy, leads the
sessions. For more information
and registration details visit
goodmourningministry.net or
call the church

Contact: 734-261-1455, www.li-
voniastmichael.org

GUEST SPEAKER

Time/Date: 10:30a.m. Sunday,
Feb. 21

Location: The Univeralist Uni-
tarian Church of Farmington,
25301 Halsted, Farmington Hills
Details: Willie W. Payne, histori-
an and author, will present a
multi-media lecture on "Un-
derground Railroad Michigan
Connection." He will use music
and photos of local Under-
ground Railroad stops to narrate
stories and describe places used
to harbor runaway slaves. He
will discuss how slave work
songs and spirituals were used
to communicate escape plans
and how these songs also influ-
enced blues, jazz and other
music

Contact: 248-478-7272

LENTEN DISCIPLINES
Time/Date: 1010-11 am. Sun-
day, Feb. 14-March 20 and
6:30-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb.
17-March 16

Location: Kirk inthe Hills, 1340
W. Long Lake Road, Bloomfield
Hills. Sunday series is held in the
refectory; Wednesdays in the St.
Andrew's room

Details: Sunday morning series
explores the meaning of Lent.
Wednesday sessions focus on
Richard Foster's Celebration of
Discipline

Contact: 248-626-2515, ext. 117
SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

Time/Date: 10:30 a.m.-noon,
Saturday, Feb. 20

Location: St. Michael Lutheran
School, 3003 Hannan, Wayne

Details: Take a guided tour of
the school, meet with teachers,
and learn more about Christian
education for preschool-eighth
grade. The school offers licensed
latchkey, and bus service for
resident of Wayne and Westland
schools

Contact: 734-728-3315; stmi-
chaellutheran.org

VALENTINE'S DAY
DINNER-DANCE
Time/Date: 7-11 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 13

Location: Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, 28000 New
Market Road, Farmington Hills
Details: 19650stheme dinner-
dance will include hamburgers,
hotdogs, fries and desserts and
music for dancing. The event
benefits Camp Hope, a bereave-
ment camp for kids, ages 6-17.
Tickets are $20 per person and
available at the church office
Contact: 248-553-3380
VENDOR SPACE

Location: St. Mel's Catholic
Church, 7506 Inkster Road, north
of Warren Road, Dearborn
Heights

Details: Vendor and craft tables
are $35 for the 2016 Spring
Charity Craft & Vendor Show,
which runs 10am.-3 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 14, at the church.
Event includes bake sale, raffle,
50/50, with proceeds benefiting
veterans and their families. See
the Otto Miller JR Auxiliary Unit
396 Garden City, MI Craft &
Vendor Shows Facebook page to
view the contract

Contact: AmericanLegio-
nAux396craftshow@yahoo.com

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY
Our Lady of Loretto

Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday

Location: Six Mile and Beech
Daly, Redford Township
Details: Scripture study
Contact: 313-534-9000

St. Michael the Archangel
Parish

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second
and fourth Thursday, through
May

Location: 11441 Hubbard, just
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia

Details: Gary Michuta, author

and Catholic apologist, leads a
study of Isaiah. Bring your own
Bible

Contact: 734-261-1455, ext 200
or on line at www.livoniast-
michael.org.

Faith Community Wesleyan
Time/Date: 45 p.m. every
Saturday

Location: 14560 Merriman,
Livonia

Details: This informal class
includes fellowship, discussion
and question and answers. All
ages welcome. Bibles available if
you don't have one

Contact: pastor Tom Hazel-
wood at 734-765-5476

EXERCISE

Time/Date: 6:45-7:45 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
Location: Clarenceville United
Methodist Church, 20300 Mid-
dlebelt, south of Eight Mile,
Livonia

Details: Instructor Wendy
Motta, a seven-year Zumba
practitioner, teaches Zumba
through drop-in classes. Each
costs $3. Participants should
bring water, a towel and wear
athletic shoes. For more in-
formation, email Motta through
zumba.com

Contact: 313-408-334
FAMILY MEAL

Time/Date: 56 p.m. every
Thursday

Location: Salvation Army,
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington
Hills

Details: Free meal

Contact: 248477-1153, Ext. 12
HEALING SERVICE

Time/Date: Arabic service, 34
p.m. first Tuesday of the month;
English service, 3-4 p.m. third
Tuesday of the month
Location: The Antiochian
Orthodox Basilica of Saint Mary,
18100 Merriman, Livonia
Details: The service includes
prayers of petition and in-
tercession, hymns, Scripture
readings and the anointing of
the sick. Offertory candles are
available for a free will offering
in the vestibule of the church.
Contact: Rev. George Shalhoub
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey
Badeen at sbadeen@tbosm.com
MOMS

Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church

Time/Date: 9:30-11:30a.m.
second Tuesday, September-May
Location: 14175 Farmington
Road, Livonia

Details: Mothers of Preschool-
ers (MOPS) is aimed at mothers
of infants through kindergart-
ners

Contact: Ethanie Defoe at
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at
734-658-2463

Dunning Park Bible Chapel
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30a.m. first
and third Tuesdays

Location: 24800 W. Chicago
Road, Redford

Details: MOPS isa place where
moms can build friendships,
receive mothering support,
practical help and spiritual hope.
Contact: Amy at 313-937-3084
or Kristen at 734-542-0767
PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date: 1p.m. Sunday
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911
Five Mile, Livonia

Details: All Creatures ULC
sponsors the service, which is
conducted in an informal set-
ting. Pet blessings are available
after the service.

Contact: 313-563-0162
PRAYER

St. Edith Church

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs-
day

Location: Parish office, 15089
Newburgh, Livonia

Details: Group meets for sing-
ing, praying and short teaching.
Fellowship with snacks follows
Contact: Parish office at 734~
464-1223

Contact: 734-464-1223

St. Michael Lutheran Church
Time/Date: 6-7 am. Monday-
Friday

Location: 7000 N. Sheldon,
Canton

Details: Praying silently or
aloud together; prayer requests
welcomed.

Contact: 734-459-3333 for
additional information

Recycling

hometownlife.com

RISEN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Time/Date: 1-4p.m. third Sat-
urday of the month

Location: 46250 Ann Arbor
Road, between Sheldon and
Beck roads, Plymouth

Details: Recycle your cell
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet
cartridges, laptops, iPods, iPads,
tablets, eReaders on the third
Saturday of each month. Use the
doors on east side of church.
Contact: Lynn Hapman at
734-466-9023

SINGLES

Detroit World Outreach
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Redford, Room 304

Details: Divorce Overcomers
group isdesigned for individuals
going through divorce, those
who are divorced or separated.
Contact: The facilitator at
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org
Steve's Family Restaurant
Time/Date: 9a.m. second and
fourth Thursday

Location: 15800 Middlebelt, 174
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia
Details: Widowed men of all
ages may attend the Widowed
Friends Men's breakfast. This is
an informal "peer" group where
men have an opportunity to
meet with others.

Contact: 313-534-0399

SONG CIRCLE

Congregation Beth Ahm

Time/Date: Noon to 12:30 p.m.
every Shabbat

Location: 5075W. Maple, West
Bloomfield

Details: Sing zemirot (Shabbat
songs) and celebrate Kiddush
following morning services.
Lyrics are provided in trans-
literation as well as the original
Hebrew.

Contact: 248-737-1931 or email
nancyellen879@att.net.

SUPPORT

Apostolic Christian Church
Time/Date: 5am.to I1p.m.
daily

Location: 29667 Wentworth,
Livonia

Details: Adult day care program
at the church's Woodhaven
Retirement Community. Funding
available from TSA, AAA 1-C
Older Americans Act.

Contact: 734-261-9000;
www.woodhaven-retire-
ment.com

Connection Church
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday
Location: 3855 Sheldon, Canton
Details: Celebrate Recovery isa
Christ-centered recovery for all
hurts, habits and hang-ups.
Child care is available for free
Contact: Jonathan@Connec-
tionchurch.info or 248-787-5009
Detroit World Outreach
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Redford; Room 202

Details: Addiction No More
offers support for addictive
behavior problems

Contact: 313-255-2222, Ext. 244
» Farmington Hills Baptist
Church

Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. second
Tuesday of the month except
January, July and August
Location: 28301 Middlebelt,
between 12 Mile and 13 Mile in
Farmington Hills

Details: Western Oakland
Parkinson Support Group
Contact: 248433-1011

» Merriman Road Baptist
Church

Time/Date: 1-3p.m. second and
fourth Thursday

Location: 2055 Merriman,
Garden City

Details: Metro Fibromyalgia
support group meets; donations
Contact: www.metrofibro-
group.com; or call Ruthann with
questions at 734-981-2519

» Fireside Church of God
Time/Date: 8a.m. to 530 p.m.
Monday-Friday

Location: 11771 Newburgh,
Livonia

Details: Fireside Adult Day
Ministry activity-based program
for dependent adults, specializ-
ing in dementia care. Not a
drop-in center

Contact: 734-855-4056 or
734-464-0990; www . fi residecho-
g.org; or email to adm@fire-
sidechog.org


http://www.mideathnotices.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.williamsthomasfun
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festival aims to inspire

Sharon Dargay

Staff Writer

“Prelude” from Bach’s Suite for Solo Cello no. 1in G major has nev-
er sounded sweeter than when it played on garbage.

In a teaser for “Landfill Harmonic,” a documentary about a Para-
guayan youth orchestra, a 19-year-old cellist shows his instrument
made of an oil can and old tools once used for tenderizing beef and
making gnocchi - all parts recycled from a landfill - before he launches
into the soulful Bach solo.

“Landfill Harmonic,” which tells the story of the Recycled Orches-
tra of Cateura, is among the inspiring films that will screen next month
at the Greater Farmington Film Festival.

It’s also one of Festival Director Dwayne Hayes’ favorite documen-
taries at this year’s event.

“It’s about a community that is recycling or taking garbage and
turning it into instruments and creating a small orchestra and touring
with it. It’s incredibly inspiring, what they are doing.

“It’s one of my favorite films,” Hayes said, adding “I think they are
all fantastic.”

Inspiration is among the goals of this third annual film festival,
which will run March 3-6 in various locations in Farmington and Far-
mington Hills. ) ) ]

kickStart, a Farmington Hills-based nonprofit, created the event to
show documentaries and feature films that not only tell stories but
motivate viewers. Each film will be paired with a non-profit organiza-
tion. A representative from the groui) will talk to the audience about
the work they do Nonprofits also will be listed on the film festival web-
site.

“If you’re inspired about that issue, you can contribute,” Hayes said.
“The films we present deal with contemporary social issues and they
usually are presented in some way that is inspiring and positive and
that makes you want to be motivated to action.”

Doubling attendance

Hayes said kickStart created the event to give the Farmington/Far-
mington Hills community an opportunity to see inspiring new films
that have not been screened widely in the Detroit area. He said about
half of the audience is from outside of the Farmington area.

“We've brought people in from all over...Detroit, Rochester, south of
Dearborn.”

Approximately 1,000 film lovers attended the event last year, more
than double from the previous year. The festival organizing committee
increased the screenings from seven to eight this year and added a new

OTHER FESTIVAL FILMS

» "The Hunting Ground," a documentary directed by Kirby Dick, uses first-person
testimonies and expert insights to explore the issue of rape on college campuses.
Screens at 7 p.m. March 4, at the Farmington Civic Theater in downtown Farming-
ton.

» "The Judgment" is a drama in Bulgarian with English subtitles. Its story centers
on a desperate man who, after losing his wife, his work, and the confidence of his
son, starts smuggling illegal Syrian immigrants into Bulgaria. Screens at 9:15 p.m.
March 4 at the Farmington Civic Theater.

» "Prescription Thugs" looks at the growing epidemic of prescription drug use.
Director Chris Bell includes experts on the nature of addiction, survivors with first-
hand accounts of their struggle, and whistleblowers who testify to the dollar-
driven aims of pharmaceutical corporations in this documentary. Screens at 3 p.m.
March 5, at The Riviera Cinema.

» "Landfill Harmonic," about the Recycled Orchestra of Cateura screens at 7 p.m.
March 5, at the Farmington Civic Theater.

» "Under the Same Sun" isa drama in Hindi with English subtitles. The film tells
the story of Karim, an injured fugitive, who iswelcomed like a beloved brother by
three orphaned boys in a remote Rajasthani oasis of Hindu and Muslim harmony.
Their simple human kindness disrupts the smooth and certain arc of Karim's mis-
sion and threatens his very identity. Screens at 9:15 p.m. March 5.

» "A Month of Sundays," tells the story of Frank Mollard, who receives a call
from an elderly woman, mistaking him for her son. He isthrown into the woman's
life and surprises himself by developing a close bond with her. The relationship
inspires him to reconnect with individuals he had neglected. Screens at 1 p.m.
March 6, at the Holocaust Memorial Center, Farmington Hills.

Afree preview party will include a silent auction, film trailers, a
cash bar, food and live music, 7-10 p.m. Feb. 18, at The Riviera Cinema,
30170 Grand River Ave.

Festival tickets are $5per film or $30 for seven films. “The Best of
the New York International Children’s Film Festival,” which will be
shown at 10:30 a.m. March 5, at the Farmington Civic Theater, is free.
Buy festival tickets at gffilmfest.com.

“How to Let Go of the World and Love All the Things Climate Can’t
Change” kicks off the festival at 7:30 p.m. March 3, at Smith Theatre on
the Oakland Community College campus, located on Orchard Lake
Road, just south of 1-696. Josh Fox, whose documentary, “Gasland,”
was nominated for an Academy Award, directed the film, which looks
at communities in 12 countries around the world facing grave effects
of climate change.

sdargay@ hometownlife.com

venue, The Riviera Cinema in Farmington Hills.

Download our free apps for iPhone, iPad or Android!

Meet the Boogie Woogie Kid Trio at Jazz@The EIlks series

Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Matthew Ball will bring a
new twist to his boogie woogie
piano show this month when he
performs at the Jazz@The Elks
music series in Plymouth.

Ball, an attorney-turned-
performer, is adding a drum-
mer and a singer into the mix,
creating the Boogie Woogie
Kid Trio.

“I’m doing a couple of new
things outside the realm of
what I’ve been doing. The trio
is a new project for 2016,” said
Ball, a Clawson resident who
performs as the Motor City
Boggie Woogie Kid. “The other
is a ragtime to rock and roll
show with four pianists in-
cluding myself. We've done it
Lv_vice so far and it was a huge

It.

“The trio is an expansion of
what I’m already doing. There
are many pieces of music |
play that are songs, but | per-
form as an instrumentalist.”

Emma-Lee Aboukasm, 19,

will add her voice to Ball’s
repertoire, which includes
American favorites from the
1920s-40s. Aboukasm is the
2014 winner of The Detroit
Youth Vocalist Jazz Competi-
tion, and was a finalist in The
International Sarah Vaughan
Vocal Jazz Competition. She
studies music performance at
the University of Michigan and
just released her debut album,
“Rise to It.”

Sean Nasrey, a self-taught
drummer who performs
throughout the metro area,
completes the trio.

Lawyer, pianist

Ball studied music and his-
tory, obtaining degrees in each,
at Oakland University. The
classically-trained pianist won
the award for outstanding
student in piano performance
while at OU and performed
overseas on a scholarship. He
earned a law degree at the
University of Detroit and
worked as an attorney for
several years. He left the legal

SUBMITTED

Matthew Ball, the Motor City Boogie Woogie Kid, performs Feb. 23 at the

Jazz@the Elks series in Plymouth.

field after attending a boogie
woogie festival in 2001 and
never looked back. Today he
teaches piano and performs
throughout Michigan and on-
line.

“I have 3 million views
across 300 videos,” he said,
describing his presence on
YouTube. He also has recorded
three CDs which hell have at
the concert in Plymouth.

His shows include boogie
woogie arrangements of such
songs as “Swanee River” and
“Waltzing Matilda,” as well as
ragtime tunes.

Ball said he is drawn to
boogie woogie by its mass
appeal.

“Boogie woogie is a niche of
the whole jazz spectrum that
has a unique ability to move
and interest anyone from two
years old to 80 years old. |
don't think modern jazz art
form can stake that claim.

“It’ fun, upbeat and enjoy-
able music. 1t makes people
tap along with their toes. I love
it.”

The Jazz@The Elks concert
starts at 7 p.m. Tliesday, Feb.
23, at the Plymouth-Ann Arbor
Elks Lodge #325,41700 Ann
Arbor Road, Plymouth. Admis-
sion is $10 and includes hor
d’oeuvres. Call 734-453-1780
for more information.

sdargay@ hometowniife.com
Download our free apps for iPhone,
iPad or Android!
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Say It with chocolate

These baked treats are a homemade way to show you care

BERRY CHOCOLATE LOAF WITH
GLAZE

Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time 35 minutes
Serves: 14

4 cups all-purpose unbleached flour

2 envelopes Fleischmann's RapidRise Yeast

VScup sugar

1lteaspoon salt

1% cups milk

4 tablespoons butter

2 eggs

1package (5 ounces) Sunsweet Dried Cherries or
Amazln Berry Blend

3 ounces chopped bittersweet or semi-sweet chocolate

\Scup coarsely chopped nuts, optional

Glaze

1\Scups powdered sugar

viteaspoon pure vanilla extract

2 % to 3tablespoons very hot water

Preheat oven to 325F. Combine 2 cups flour, undis-
solved yeast, sugar and salt in a large mixing bowl. Heat
milk and butter until very warm (120° to 130°F). Add to
flour mixture with eggs and beat on medium speed with
electric mixer until smooth and elastic, about 3 minutes.
Gradually stir in remaining flour. Add dried fruit, choco-
late and nuts (if desired).

Spread batter in two greased 8 \&by-4 VS-inch loaf

pans, filling each half full. Let rise in a warm, draft-free
place until nearly doubled, about 1 hour. Bake for 35 to
40 minutes or until golden brown. Place on cooling rack.
Cool for 10 minutes and remove from pan. Cool 20 min-
utes on wire rack. Combine glaze ingredients and drizzle
over warm bread and continue to cool.

Nutritional information: Calories per serving 268, fat 6g,
cholesterol 38mg, sodium 76mg, carbohydrates 50g, fiber 1.5g,
sugar 23g, protein 6g

PLUMSWEETS MASON JAR TRAIL MIX

Prep time: 5 minutes
Serves: 4

1cup almonds

1cup pepitas (green pumpkin seeds)

1cup large unsweetened coconut flakes

1cup favorite whole grain cereal (such as puffed brown
rice)

1cup Sunsweet PlumSweets (use PlumSweets dark
chocolate or Greek style)

Combine all ingredients in a bowl. Spoon mixture into
mason jars. Makes a perfect gift.
Nutritional information: Calories per serving 160, fat 12g,

cholesterol Omg, sodium 15mg, carbohydrates 10g, fiber2g, sugar
4g, protein 4g

ith the day of love not far away,
W its the perfect time to consider
all of the ways that you can
share sweet indulgences with
your nearest and dearest. This Valentines
Day, try some new, delicious ways to give
the gift of decadent chocolate.

Whether you make a treat from scratch
or simply fill a gift basket with a chocolate
indulgence, you don't have to skimp on
good health - especially as dark chocolate
has risen in popularity and become a Valen-
tines Day favorite. These gift-worthy reci-
pes from Sunsweet feature craveable choco-

late to share with those you love most.
Courtesy of Family Features

CHOCOLATE HAZELNUT BISCOTTI

Prep time: 30 minutes
Cook time: 50 minutes
Servings: 30

lcup Sunsweet Amazln Diced Prunes
% cup whole hazelnuts

2 cups whole wheat pastry flour
Vicup cocoa powder

lteaspoon instant espresso powder
2 teaspoons baking powder
lteaspoon salt

Vicup unsalted butter, at room temperature
1cup sugar

2 eggs, large

lteaspoon vanilla extract

% cup bittersweet chocolate chunks

In a bowl, soak the Amazins in warm tap water for 5
minutes. Drain well.

Preheat oven to 350°%F. Toast the hazelnuts until lightly
fragrant, about 10 minutes. Rub the hazelnuts between a
dishtowel to remove some of the skins (It's not necessary
to remove all skins). Using the back of a saute pan, crush
the hazelnuts until some but not all of the nuts are
cracked in half or in quarters.

In a separate bowl, whisk together the flour, cocoa
powder, instant espresso powder, baking powder and salt.
In a stand mixer fitted with the paddle attachment, cream
the butter and sugar. Beat in the eggs one at a time, then
add the vanilla extract. With the mixer on low speed, add
the flour mixture in three stages, mixing briefly in be-
tween each addition. Mix in the Amazlns, chocolate and
hazelnuts until just incorporated. Let rest for 20 minutes to
allow the flour to hydrate; this helps alleviate some of the
dough'’s stickiness.

Line a baking sheet with parchment paper. Turn the
dough out onto a lightly floured surface and divide in half
(each half will be about 525 grams). Shape each half into a
log about 2 inches wide and nearly 13 inches long. Transfer
to the prepared baking sheet. Brush the tops of the loaves
with the beaten egg white.

Bake the loaves for 35 minutes or until firm on top but
before the bottoms darken too much, then transfer to
cooling racks. Lower the oven temperature to 300°F. Once
the logs have cooled to a warm room temperature (after
at least 30 minutes), use a serrated knife to cut the logs on
a bias into %-inch-thick biscotti. FNace the biscotti on the
baking sheet and bake for 5to 7 minutes or until lightly
golden brown. Working quickly to avoid burning your
fingers, flip the biscotti over and bake for 5to 7 more
minutes.

Nutritional information: Calories per serving 132, fat6.5g,
cholesterol 20mg, sodium 43mg, carbohydrates 18g, fiber 2.5g,
sugar 9g, protein 2.5g

SLENDER BLONDIE BROWNIES WITH
PEANUTS, CHOCOLATE CHIPS, AND
PRUNES

Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Serves: 12

Nonstick cooking spray

\>cup white whole wheat flour
MN2teaspoons baking powder
Viteaspoon baking soda

Vsteaspoon salt

Vi cup canola oil

Vacup packed light or dark brown sugar
2 egg whites

1tablespoon vanilla extract

A cup chopped pitted prunes

Vicup peanuts

Vicup bittersweet chocolate morsels

Preheat oven to 350°F. Coat a 9-inch-square pan with
cooking spray.

Sift the flour, baking powder, baking soda and salt

onto a piece of waxed paper or aluminum foil. Set aside.
In a large bowl, beat the oil and sugar until smooth, 1to
2 minutes. Mix in the egg whites and vanilla. With a
wooden spoon, stir in the flour mixture until just com-
bined. Fold in the prunes, walnuts and chocolate morsels.
Spread the batter in the pan.

Bake 25 to 30 minutes or until a wooden pick inserted

in the center comes out clean or with moist-looking
crumbs. Cool 5 minutes in the pan, then turn out onto a
wire rack to cool completely. Cut into 12 pieces and store
in an airtight container for up to 5 days.

Nutritional information: Calories per serving 169, fat 7.2g,
cholesterol Omg, sodium 81mg, | carbohydrates 25g, fiber Ig

GLUTEN-FREE CHOCOLATE NUT
COOKIES

Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 24

7icup walnuts, lightly toasted

Vi cup hazelnuts, lightly toasted

% teaspoon salt

4 ounces bittersweet chocolate

2 egg whites, at room temperature
Vicup sugar

% teaspoon cream of tartar

Vicup Sunsweet Amazln Diced Prunes

In a food processor, grind the walnuts, hazelnuts and
salt into a coarse meal (do not over process). Melt the
chocolate in a heat-proof bowl over a pot of barely
simmering water, ensuring that the bowl doesn't touch
the water. Alternatively, microwave the chocolate at half
power for about 2 minutes. Cool slightly.

Preheat oven to 350°%F. Line 2 baking sheets with
parchment paper.

In a stand mixer fitted with a whisk attachment, whip
the egg whites, sugar and cream of tartar until the
whites hold stiff peaks when the whisk is removed from
the bowl, about 2 minutes. Gently fold the chocolate and
nuts into the egg whites until the batter is uniform, then
fold in the AmazIns. Using a 2-tablespoon ice cream
sScoop or a spoon, portion the batter onto the prepared
baking sheets (Each cookie will weigh about 35 grams).
Bake until firm on the outside but still soft in the center,
about 12 minutes.

Nutritional information: Calories per serving 7, fat 5g,
cholesterol 3mg, sodium 24mg, carbohydrates 7.5g, fiber 1.5g,
sugar 4.5g, protein 1.59

THINKSTOCK

|S+-B


mailto:SDARGAY@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

hometownlife.com 0 &EMedia | Thurschy, February 11, 2016 (CP)  Bl1

WE DELIVER VALUE

THAT HITS HOME

Trusted local coverage The best places to go and
from an award winning things to do in your community.

news team .

Events that bring the
Apps that keep you
7 community together.
connected. Apps that keep

you connected.

Local sports coverage that makes
Breaking news 24/7 with A you part of the action,

text alerts.

Newsletters delivered to Locally targeted special
your inbox. publications dedicated to local

events and interests.

Coupons, grocery deals Local human interest stories that
and retailer bargains to engage and connect the community.
save you hundreds each

week.

L earn more at Hometownlife.com

O bserver & E ccentric
hometownlife.com
PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK



B12 (CP) 0&EMeda | Thurschy, February 11, 2016 hometownlife.com

SB3F

Maytag, Whirlpool, KitchenAid and Amana

on sale now thru end of February 2016

(Sab, J/com fort

FREE BOXSPRING

OR SAVE UP TO $400
on a Serta Adjustable Mattress set

Offer valid February 3 -29, 2016
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