Food for fire

Plymouth officials
are lauding staffers at
one local restaurant
for opening their grills
to displaced residents
and firefighters at last
week's fire at Lake
Pointe Village Apart-
ments in Plymouth
Township.

The Salvation Army
called several eater-
ies in town and were
turned down until dial-
ing the number at E.G.
Nick's. When the call
came, owner Tony Belli
sent over hot pasta and
salad. ,

The move impressed
Tony Bruscato, opera-
tions director for the
Plymouth Downtown
Development Author-

ty,

"It's another example
of how downtown
steps up when called
upon to help," Brus-
cato said.

Best weddings

The Meeting House
Grand Ballroom in
Plymouth has been
honored by being
named a recipient of
the 2013 Knot Best of
Weddings award.

The award is be-
stowed each year by
The Knotwedding
magazine, which
selects honorees by
asking recent brides to
rate and review their
wedding vendors.

It's the second
consecutive year the
Meeting House has
been voted the winner
forthe Knot Best of
Weddings.

Griffin Simpson waited
patiently for the start
of last year's Easter Egg
hunt at Plymouth Town-
ship Park.

Egg hunt

The Plymouth Lions
Club again hosts its
Easter Egg Hunt, start-
ing at 10'a.m. Saturday,
March 30, in Plymouth
Township Park.

Organizers say

arents should bring
he kids, their baskets
and cameras. The hunt
vyill be divided into age
8roups 0-3, 4-6, 7-8 and

-10. There will be a col-
lection box available for
hearln(ﬂ aids, eyeglasses
and cell phones. Dona-
tions are welcome.
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By Matt Jachman

Staff W riter

The fire March 21 that
destroyed abuilding at the Lake
Pointe Village Apartments start-
ed in an apartmentkitchen, but
fire officials haven’'t been able
to determine an exact cause.

ChiefMark Wendel of the
Plymouth Community Fire
Department said the fire inves-
tigation was completed Friday
and the building turned over to
management at the complex.

“We do notthink it's a suspi-
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cious fire,” Wendel said Mon-
day. “We think it'san accidental
fire atthis point.”

The kitchen in question was
in a second-floor apartment,
the chief said, butinvestiga-
tors couldn’t pinpoint an exact
location, such as a stove or oth-
er appliance, or an exact cause,
because ofthe heavy damage.

No injuries were reported in
the fire in the 16-unitbuilding,
which broughtoutthe PCFD
and firefighters from Livonia,
Northville Township and the
city of Northville’s Plymouth

hometownlife.com

b la ze

a kitc h en

station. Wendel said there were
atotal of about 40 firefighters at
the scene.

Many insured

Displaced residents have been
staying with relatives or atlocal
motels. Wendel said his under-
standing is that 14 of the 16 fam -
ilies orindividuals who had
been living in the building had
renters insurance.

Local agencies, such as the
Plymouth Corps of the Salvation

Please see FIRE, A3

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Wayne County Commissioner Shannon Price talks about how things are going at the county during Wednes-
days State of the Community luncheon sponsored by the Plymouth Community Chamber of Commerce.

Plym outh-area

leaders

talk up future plans

By Matt Jachman

Staff W riter

Investing in the future —
through schools, infrastructure
and business development —
was acommon theme Wednes-
day as Plymouth-area leaders
spoke aboutrecentaccomplish-
ments and projects starting to
take shape.

The annual State of the Com-
munity remarks, hosted at
Plymouth Manor by the Plym -
outh Community Chamberof
Commerce, took place during a
luncheon for just over 110 peo-
ple.

Speakers from Plymouth,
Plymouth Township and Wayne
County government, plus the
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools, emphasized near-term
plans thatthey said bode well
for the area’seconomy and its
residents.

County Commissioner Shan-

Rates as low as mmi #w 1\ |

Plymouth Mayor Dan Dwyer
talked about successes in the city
during Wednesday's State of the
Community luncheon.

non Price, R-Canton Township,
kicked o ff the talks, saying that
an “innovative and cool” compa-
ny is close to agreeing to locate
in Plymouth Township, bringing
up to 100 jobs. Township Super-
visor Richard Reaume and the
county'seconomic develop-
ment office have been working
to land the company, Price said,

and an announcementis expect-
ed perhaps as early as next
week.

‘It’svery innovative and cool
— that'sall I'm allowed to tell
you,” Price said.

Shipping commerce

Price, who also mentioned
the county’s financial woes
— including a budget defi-
cit— said economic develop-
mentisa“fun” partofhisjob.
Price said he sees great poten-
tial in the Detroit/Wayne Coun-
ty Port Authority in developing
commerce along the county’s
Detroit River access, and cred-
ited James Amar, his Democrat-
ic opponentin the commission
race last fall, for bringing his
attention to it.

Price also mentioned plans
foranew $400 million rail tun-
nel between Detroit and Wind-

Please see LEADERS, A3
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Plymouth Community Fire Depart-
ment Chief Mark Wendel said this fire
that ravaged the Lake Pointe Village
Apartments on Wilcox started in a
kitchen, but no cause isyet known.

District

leaders
push bond?,

By Darrell Clem

Staff Writer

Mere days before Canton vot-
ers startreceiving their absen-
tee ballots by mail, Plymouth-
Canton school officials are
ramping up their efforts to
win support for a $114 million
bond proposal for anew middle
school, improvements to exist-
ing buildings, increased spend-
ing for classroom technology
and replacement ofaging buses.

Departing Superintendent Jer-
emy Hughes, who leaves his job
June 30, and new school board
Trustee Kim Crouch pitched
the plan Thesday evening dur-
ing a Canton Township Board of
Trustees session that will air on
local cable television.

Hughes gave a 30-minute
overview of how the 17,685-stu-
dent school district would spend
the money, while Crouch made a
much shorter, direct appeal for
community supportfor the May
7 ballot measure.

District officials are sched-
uled to make a similar presen-
tation April 9to the Plymouth
Township Board of Trustees,
Crouch said.

Hughes said the bond pro-
posal would costthe ownerof
a $200,000 home about $410
ayear, but he said taxpayers
wouldn't feelthe pinch because
it simply replaces what would
have been a decrease in Plym-
outh-Canton’s debt levy.

“This will notincrease the tax

Please see BOND, A2

“We see
this as
putting

in their
hands an
electronic
textbook

DR. JEREMY HUGHES
Plymouth-Canton Superintendent

right here right for you
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School

By Brad Kadrich
Staff Writer

The new superintendent for
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools is signed, sealed and all
but delivered.

The district's Board of Edu*
cation Tuesday unanimously
approved aresolution agreeing
to athree-year deal for Michael
Meissen, currently the supervi-
sor of schoolimprovement and
studentachievementfor M il-
waukee Public Schools in M il-
waukee, Wis. (The vote was
actually 6-0, with Trustee M ark
Horvath absent).

Meissen, chosen over the dis-
trict's executive director for
finance, Brodie Killian, and the

BOND

Continued from page Al

in their hands an electron-
ic textbook,” Hughes said.
Moreover, building
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board OKs pactwith new chief

board agreed to acontractthat
pays Meissen $212,000 a year,
plus benefits. The agreement
starts July 1and runs through
June 30,2016.

“l've spoken to Dr. Meissen,
and he is very excited to get
started,” board President John
Barrett said Tuesday.

Meissen will replace Jere-
my Hughes, whose contract
expires atthe end of June.
Hughes has served since tak-
ing the job on aninterim basis
in 2011.

W hile he doesn't officially
startuntilJuly 1, Barrett said
Meissen has agreed to come to
the district for atleasta couple
of days per month until then to
leam the district, meet staffand

improvements would be

Dr. Michael Meissen and the

Plymouth-Canton Board of Educa-

tion have reached agreement on
Meissen's three-year contract to
become superintendent of Plym-
outh-Canton Community Schools.

begin the transition process.
Meissen was chosen over

Killian largely because of the

broader experience he's had

in public education. Prior to
his current position, Meissen
spent six years as the superin-
tendentofthe Glenbard Town-
ship High School District #87 in
Glen Ellyn, 111. That district has
some 9,000 students and serves
nine different municipalities.

He's also been aprincipal at
the high school, middle school
and grade school levels, as well
as having experience as an ath-
letic director.

Meissen and Killian were
the only candidates brought
back for a second interview. A
third candidate, Adrian Public
Schools Superintendent Chris-
topher Timmis, withdrew after
the first round ofinterviews.

Meissen earned his bache-

lor's degree in social welfare
from the University of Wis-
consin-W hitewater in 1981,
got his master’sin counseling
and guidance from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin in 1983 and
earned his Ph.D. in education-
aladministration in December
1990.

“I like the fact (Plymouth-Can-
ton) isadistrict that hasadem-
onstrated record of excellence
and wants to continue to achieve
greatness,” Meissen said after
his second interview. “I want to
getinto a district with aboard
that wants to continue working
toward greatness. This is areal-
ly strong district.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

Crarssoore higat aod festnal

rate that people are cur-
rently paying for school
bonds,” Hughes said.

Central 'archaic’
Hughes touted the bond
proposal as away to pay
foranew middle school,
on Cherry Hill Road west
of Canton, to replace
aging CentralMiddle
School, and he said the
money would allow for
new middle schoolcom-
puterlabs and an expan-
sion of the district’s
STEM — Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and
Math — academies.
Tbwnship Trustee Thm
Yack, aformer school
board trustee, said Central
Middle Schoolis in dire
need ofreplacing. “It’s
old,” he said. “It'sarchaic.”
Township Trustee Ste-
ven Sneideman, also a
former school board
member, said he has long
hoped for a way to reduce
teacher-pupil ratios in
classrooms he indicated
are too crowded.
“Tb do that,” he said, “we
need more classrooms.”
Hughes said the bond
proposalwould boost
classroom technology and
the district’'sinformation
technology infrastructure
— partly by gradually
buying computer devic-
es for every student over
the next five years.

Staying competitive
“We seethis as putting

made across the district,
plus the bond proposal
would allow officials to
ratchet up their efforts to
replace an aging fleet of
130 buses. Middle schools
would receive additions
exceptfor Discovery,
which can accommodate
improvements without
expanding the building.
Hughes said state aid for
schools hasremained flat
for the lastfouryears. He
called the bond proposal
necessary to help the dis-
trict remain competitive.
Crouch, meanwhile,
made a short statement
simply urging supportfor
the bond proposal.
Hughes and Crouch
addressed the township
board on the same night
the Plymouth-Canton
schoolboard approved
athree-year contract
forincoming Superin-
tendentMichael Meis-
sen, currently supervisor
of schoolimprovement
and student achievement
for Milwaukee Public
Schools in Wisconsin.
Canton Township Trust-
ee John Anthony said
Tuesday he believes
Hughes has shown strong
leadership during his ten-
ure as Plymouth-Canton
superintendent. He com-
mended Hughes for “a
tremendous job.”

dclem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238
Twitter: ©CantonObserver

O bserver
NEWS PAPERS

Published Sunday and Thursday by the Observer & Eccentric Media
www.hometownlife.com

HOW TO REACH US

HI 8. v5:00 pm
i s

ﬁ arfls Lu' 586.826.7082

Drnl:a‘wd )1?[ Tetownlife.com
g\:ﬂ[ bl %’g i ()\/\a‘%ﬁ%m
... [

bscription Rates:

ARSiand price:

The Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park Choirs
earned high marks for
their performances at
MSVMA District Cho-

ral Festivalheld at North-

ville High SchoolMarch
1-22.

Under the direction of
Jennifer Kopp and Val-
erie Said, five choirs

— Allegro, Dulcissima,
Chamber Choir, Madri-
gal Singers, and Festi-
val Singers — all earned
either an Excellentor
Superiorrating and have
been invited to perform
at State Choral Festival
to be held April 25-26 at
Holt High School.

All seven curricular

choirs at P-CEP attend-
ed the festival, sponsored
by the Michigan School
Vocal Music Association.
Each choir prepared two
contrasting pieces, which
were then performed

for apanelofthree high-
ly respected judges. In
addition, each choir was
required to complete an

adjudicated sight-reading
exercise and a clinic with
one of the judges.

The P-CEP Choirs will
host a Festival Concert
at7 p.m. Thesday, April
16, at Salem High School.
Each choirwill perform
their festival music atthis
concert. Tickets are $5
and are sold at the door.

"Around Plymouth" is designed to an-
nounce upcoming events taking place
in.the community. Items will run on a
space-available basis. Send details to
bkadrich@hometownlife.com.

BLOOD DRIVE

Date/Time: Friday, March 29, 7-10:45
a.m., and 2:45-6:45 p.m.

Location: St. Thomas a'Becket Church,
555 S Lilley in Canton

Details: The American Red Cross
hosts a blood drive at St. Thomas
a'Becket Church in Canton. Appoint-
ments can be made, and walk-ins are
welcome.

Contact: T0 make an appointment,
call Diane Risko at (313) 549-7052 0
email Diane.Risko@redcross.org

MUSIC BOOSTERS ENSEMBLE

Date/Time: Saturday, April 13, 9 am.
to 4 p.m.

Location: Plymouth High School
Details: The Plymouth-Canton Music
Boosters will be holding their Annual
Spring Arts & Crafts Ensemble with
more than 100 unique exhibitors.

In addition, there will be entertain-
ment provided by student musicians
araffle, door prizes, concessions and
fa bake sale. There is a $2 admission
ee.

ROAD RALLY

Date/Time: Saturday, April 27, check-
in begins at 3:30 p.m.
Location: Check-in isat Smith
Elementary School, 1298 McKinley in
Plymouth
Details: Reglstratmn is now open for
the annual Plymouth Newcomers and
Neighbors Road Rally. Competing
teams race around the city solvin
puzzles, performing activities, an
enjoying an evening on the town.
The tally ends at a final dinner party
locationi. The ally ,bers at4 p.m.,
and prog,ecte,d arrival time at final
destination is 7:30 p.m. Early-bird
registration ends API’Il 1, butg)arth-
Ran1|570an still register (for $25) until
pril 7.

contact; Pete and Eileen Ganster at
(73t4) 718-4589 or pganster@comcast.
ne

AROUND PLYMOUTH

Barbershop buzz

The Impulse Barbershop ({uartetwill P
9at7p.m.the
orus of the Wayne

Museum on Friday, Aﬁril
the Harmony Town C

erform at the Plymouth Historical
%uartet is made up of members from

hapter of the Barbershop Harmony

Society. Tenor Alien Holmes, lead Dave Peiffer, bass Frank Adams and haritone
Charles Nalbandian make up the quartet that won first place in the Battle of
the Barbershop Quartets in Belleville in 2012. Tickets to the show are $10 in ad-
vance or $15 at the door and can be purchased at the Museum or on the web-
site at www.plymouthh|story.org/events/ImpuIse-BarbershoE-Quartet ET711.

htm|?SortBox=201304. Museun doors will ‘open at 6 p.m., t

e show Degins at

YR.m. Come early to explore the Museum's sh)ecial exhibit "Made in America,"
WA

ch runs through June 9. The exhibit pays

omage to American ingenuity

and industry through the centuries. For more information visit the website, or

call (734) 455-8940.

to noon
Location: Plymouth High School
Details: Shoppers can find the
"perfect" formal dress, with man%/
long and short dresses from whic
to choose. There will also be formal
shoes and jewelry. Nothing priced
higher than $10."Donation’s of dresses,
17ewelry and shoes are accepted from
a.m.’to 2:30 p.m. weekdays at Plym-
outh High School.

Contact: lisa.benages@pccsmail.net
MOM 2 MOM

Date/Time: Saturday, May 4, 8:30 a.m.

Location: St. Edith Church, 15089
Newburgh in Livonia

Details: St. Edith Church hosts its
Mom-2-Mom Sale, with 74 tables of

Proceeds henefit St. Edith/St. Kenneth
MOPS.

Contact: www.stekmo[)s.org oron
Facebook at St. Edith/St. Kenneth
Mom-to-Mom Sale

CRAFTERS WANTED

Date/Time: Sept. 6-8, during Fall
Festival hours

Location: Plymouth

Details: Organizers sa)r, it's not to
early to send in an application for a
booth in the Plymouth Fall Festival
Craft Show. The spaces are limjted
and are filling up quickly. Aﬁphcatmns
are available’on the Craft Show page
at www.plymouthfallfestival.com.
Contact; For more information
contact Colleen Brown craftshow@

DRESS SHOPPING

?f]? l -
e
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Catch This Sizzling Spring Lineup at..
Canton’s Village Theater!

Tony Lucca Live On Stage!
2012 Finalist on NBC's Hit Show “ The Voice'
Saturday, April 6 « 8:00 PM f

Tickets: $20

Tiempo Libre in Concert!

Three-Time Grammy-Nomihated
Cuban Music Phenomenon

aturday, April 13 « 7:30 PM

S
Tickets: $25

Date/Time: Saturday, April 13, 9 a.m.

qently-used maternity, baby, and kids'
|

%/mouthfallfestival.com or (734) 455-
ems, a hake sale and refreshments. 14,

N ow T aking Ordersfor Easter!

www.blazospies.com

‘T a s tin g 5§ B e lie v in g !'”

Freshly Baked Fruit & Fresh Cream Pies
Available At These Fine Stores & Restaurants
WESTLAND LIVONIA CANTON
Norman's Market 734-721-6770  \Westborn Market 734-524-1000 Deli Dept. . Marial's Italian Bakery 734481-1200
Olympic Coney Island 734-641-3360 MILFORD Eastern Market of Canton 734-459-0120

This concertsupported in part
by an award from the National
Endowment for the Arts

NATIONAL

ENDOW MENT
FOR THE ARTS

»

*

Village | he e
Y\T CHERRY HILL

ater

Get Your Tickets Today! Visit www.cantonvillagetheater.org

Call 734/394-5460
50400 Cherry Hill Road « Canton, Ml 48187

Vintage Market 734-422-0160
Village Place 734-729-9556

Holden's Market 248-685-1260

DEARBORN

Dimitri’s Coney Island 2486842410~ Westbom Market 3132746100 Bakery.Degt.

WAYNE PLYMOUTH DOWNRIVER
L Georges Coney Island 74 722:2280 T onic Basket Mavket 734450-2227 TremmodSF(;aer[;zate
I Marco’sCozR; Diner 313.967-8470 Olympic Coré?y Island 734-362-8757
CARDEN CITY Jonnd's Maragt%m-m
Garden City Cdfe 734-333-6160 Taylor

www.blazospies.com
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Veteran officeristownship’s newest lieutenant

By Matt Jachman
Staff Writer

John Brothers has been wait-
ing two years for his promo-
tion, and his employer, the
Plymouth Township Police
Department, has been waiting
even longer.

But the wait ended this week
when Brothers, a 16-year veter-
an of the department, became
its newest lieutenant, following
the township Board of Trust-
ees’approval Tuesday evening
of the hiring of a third lieuten-
ant. Brothers joins current Lts.
Bob Antal and Cal Lauria.

“John’s just an all-around
great guy, and he’ll do an out-
standing job and bring value to
that post,” said his boss, Chief

Tom Tidering-
ton.

Brothers, a
sergeant for 10
years, has most
recently been a
day-shift patrol
supervisor, and
the chief said
management is
still discussing how duties will
be split with the addition of a
third lieutenant.

“l truly thought | was going
to ‘die on the vine,”” said Broth-
ers of his promotion eligibility,
which was set to expire Friday.
“It’s new, it’s exciting, it’s chal-
lenging.”

Brothers said he expects to
remain a day-shift supervisor
for the time being.

Brothers

Tiderington told trustees
Tuesday that he is trying to
plan ahead with the addition of
a third lieutenant. Retirements
among command officers are
expected down the road, he
said, and the department needs
to make a place for Sgt. Todd
Siepenko when his three-year
stint with the western Wayne
County community response
team, a unit of officers from
several departments that tar-
gets dangerous felons, ends
later this year. With Siepen-
ko’s return, the chief said, the
vacancy left by Brothers at the
rank of sergeant is not expect-
ed to be filled.

In addition, Tiderington said,
the expiration Friday of the
promotion eligibility list — the

lists are good for two years

— means the township would
have to redo the testing proce-
dure to create a new list for a
future promotion, which could
cost $7,000 to $10,000.

“We’d probably end up with
the exact same list,” Tidering-
ton said.

Brothers, who is mar-
ried with two children, start-
ed with the force in Janu-
ary 1997 after a short stint
with the police department
in Clarkston. He said his col-
leagues keep him motivat-
ed, and that the 28-year-old
department, given recent and
expected retirements, is fac-
ing major changes.

“We’ve got a great group of
guys — and gals. We’re at a

point in the police department
that is actually kind of exciting
for me,” Brothers said. “We’re
seeing a whole new depart-
ment, if you will.”

The third lieutenant’s spot
Brothers is taking was autho-
rized by the township board
seven years ago but never
filled. The annual salary for a
township police lieutenant is
$95,000.

The department, currently
with 28 sworn officers, is also
working to fill two vacancies
at the patrol officer level. One
vacancy was created with the
recent retirement of Ed Gauth-
ier, who had been an officer on
the force for 25 years.

mjachman@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2405
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Wednesday's State of the Community luncheon drew a sellout crowd to Plymouth Manor.

LEADERS
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sor, which he said could
create 2,000 jobs and
bring rail traffic that

now crosses the border

at Port Huron or Buffa-

lo. That would be good for
the township, he said, as
much of its undeveloped
land has rail access.

The current Detroit-
Windsor tunnel can’t
accommodate double-
stacked freight cars,
Price said, while a new
one would.

Price also announced
planned infrastructure
improvements closer to
home, including the refur-
bishing of restrooms at
the county’s Riverside
and Cass Benton parks,
the repaving of Sheldon
Road between M-14 and
Five Mile and repairs to
the Plymouth Road bridge
over Hines Drive.

Schools' 'great year'
Jeremy Hughes, super-
intendent of the Plym-
buth-Canton schools, said
it’s been “a really great
year for our school dis-
trict.” Hughes touted the
launch of two new pro-
grams — the Science,
Engineering, Technology
and Math (STEM) Acade-
my, plus the International
Baccalaureate program —
within the Plymouth-Can-
ton Educational Park high
school complex, plus the
introduction of foreign
languages at the fourth-
grade level and the dis-
trict being named one of
only five advanced-place-
ment honors districts in
the state, as examples of
forward progress.
Hughes spent a few
minutes discussing the
district’s Tuesday, May
7, ballot proposal for
$114 million in bonds
that would, among oth-
er things, pay for a new
middle school, buy new
technology and school
buses and pay for facil-
ities maintenance. The
new school, designed to
replace Central Middle
School, would be at Cher-
ry Hill and Canton Center
roads. Taxes would not
rise, Hughes said, as oth-
er debt is being retired.
Hughes illustrated the
state funding disparity
the district faces with a
chart showing some of the
better-financed districts,
including Bloomfield Hills
at more than $11,800 per
student, compared to his
district’s $7,134 a student.
“We are at the point
now where this dollar has
been stretched as far as it
can,” he said.

A

Plymouth Township Supervisor Richard Reaume spoke to
township issues during the luncheon.

Dr. Jeremy Hughes, Plgmouth-Canton Community Schools

superintendent, talke

about details of the district's up-

coming $114 million bond campaign.

Teamwork praised

Dan Dwyer, the Plym-
outh mayor, credited
the city’s employees and
leadership, particular-
ly City Manager Paul Sin-
cock, with teamwork
and cost-cutting he said
helped Plymouth through
avery tough time for
local municipalities.

“People have a rough
view of government these
days,” Dwyer said. “l am
very proud of the fact
that we hold ourselves to
a very high standard.”

Dwyer went over the
city commission’s goals
for the year and indi-
cated progress toward
them is being made. He
announced the cancella-
tion of the purchase agree-
ment between the city and
alocal church for its park-
ing lot, and said negoti-
ations with the church
would start anew. Increas-
ing the availability of
downtown parking is one
of the commission’s goals.

“One day, before | leave
the city commission,
we’re going to do some-
thing about expanding
the stock of parking,” he
said.

Dwyer also mentioned
plans to replace an office
building on Plymouth
Road, east of Mill, with an
80-unit apartment or con-
dominium complex.

Employer expansion
Reaume, the township

A

supervisor, spoke last,
hurrying through his talk
and humorously acknowl-
edging the program had
run long. He spoke of
the expansions of sever-
al township companies,
including Robert Bosch
LLC, Superior Controls
and Johnson Controls,
and said two employers
with a science and tech-
nology focus are showing
interest in the township,
Algal Scientific and Stan-
ford Research Interna-
tional, a nonprofit.

Reaume said the Shel-
don Road repaving will
begin in August so it
won’t interfere with the
Concours dElegance of
America, a show of clas-
sic and collectible vehi-
cles hosted by the Inn at
St. John’s. The Concours,
on the last weekend in
July, will be marking its
third year in the town-
ship.

“l begged them to start
it (road work) after this
year’ event,” Reaume
said.

Amar, a township resi-
dent and retired arbitra-
tor who is starting acon-
sulting business, said he
liked the program’ focus
on economic develop-
ment and job creation.

“Very positive. |
thought it was a great!
presentation,” Amar said.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2405

Canton woman donates
mom’ hair cut - . years ago

A family treasure sat
on Caroline Van Gorder’s
dresser most of her life:
An 18-inch lock of her
mother’s hair that was cut
about 74 years ago.

Her mother, Francis
Tench, cut the brown and
auburn strands around
1939 when Van Gorder
was about 10 years old.

“She saved it for me
because | am the only
daughter; she thought |
may want to have it,” said
Van Gorder, 83, of Can-
ton, adding that she still
remembers the moment
when her mother cut the
hair and gave it to her.
Her mother was born in
1898. “l 've had it all these
years, always wrapped it
in tissue on my dresser.”

Van Gorder was mar-
ried for 50 years before
her husband, John Don-
ald, passed away in 2002
atage 72. With no chil-
dren of her own to pass it

FIRE

Continued from page Al

Army and the Society of
St. VinceqJd de Paul, have
been providing assistance
and guidance to those dis-
placed because of the
fire, but donations from
the public are not cur-
rently needed, said Lau-
rie Aren, director of fam-
ily and community min-
istries at the Plymouth
Corps.

Aren said the Salvation
Army will ask for dona-
tions if and when they are
needed.

The fire was report-
ed around 11 a.m. March
21, but Wendel said it had
apparently been burning
for some time.

“That fire was poten-
tially burning for up to
three hours” before it
was reported, Wendel
said at Thesday’s Plym-
outh Township Board of
Trustees meeting.

Wendel said he was
pleased with firefighters’
response to the blaze, and
with the mutual-aid coop-
eration. He said it was the
largest residential-fire
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Caroline Van Gorder (left), 83, of Canton, donates her
mother's hair that was cut about 74 years ago. Van Gorder
stands with Trish Tyl, a licensed clinical cosmetologist
with the Helen Palmer Image Recovery Center at St. Mary

Mercy Hospital.

on to, Van Gorder decided
to donate the family heir-
loom to a cause that would
honor her mother’s gift.

“l wanted to do some-
thing for children or
adults who could use it,”
she said. “That was the
type of person my moth-
er was. |f someone could

since the restructuring of
the PCFD 13 months ago.
That move included the
layoffs of six firefighters
and the closing of Station
No. 2, which is near the
apartment complex.

“l think the overall
incident was handled
extremely well,” Wen-
del said. PCFD Lt. Scott
Gross was the incident
commander, he said.

Teaching tool

Firefighters were at the
scene for several hours.
The Salvation Army’s
canteen truck provid-
ed drinks and nourish-
ment, the nearby proper-
ty management compa-
ny Herriman and Associ-
ates ordered 15 pizzas for
them and the downtown
Plymouth restaurant E.G.
Nick’ brought in pasta
and salad.

Township Supervisor
Richard Reaume said
fire officials, including
in the departments that
provided mutual aid, are
using the incident as a
tool to learn how better to
respond to such fires.

Wendel said the building
had no overall fire alarm
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use something, she would
help them.”

Her St. Mary Mercy Hos-
pital physician recommend-
ed to approach the Hel-
enPalmer Image Recov-
ery Center, a St. Mary Mer-
cy service that specializes
in image rehabilitatiorl for
cancer patients.

system, as they were not
required at the time it
Was built, though there
may have been individual
smoke detectors. Wendel
and township officials dis-
cussed the possibility of
amending the township’s
fire code to require fire
alarms in older apartment
buildings.

Tower fire

An earlier township
fire, March 13 at the Tow-
er Automotive plant on
Plymouth Oaks Boule-
vard, was due to equip-
ment failure, Wendel said.

Insulating material
between the walls of a
giant oven that workers
use in a parts-coating pro-
cess caught fire, and fire-
fighters had to cut into
the oven’s outer layer in
order to extinguish it.

No injuries were report-
ed in that fire, which
also involved mutual aid
from neighboring depart-
ments.

Workers at the Tower
plant produce frames for
the Jeep Wrangler.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2405
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Rouge R

By Kurt Kuban
Staff Columnist

| f you mention the

Rouge River to some-

one from the Detroit
area, the thought might
conjure up images of
industry, which only
makes sense consider-
ing the river had been for
years synonymous with
Ford Motor Company’s
River Rouge Complex.
Affectionately known as
The Rouge, the massive
factory that became the
world’s
largest in
1928 as it
cranked
out
instant
mobili-
ty for the
masses
still casts
quite a
shadow above the lower
reaches of our modest lit-
tle river.

And the Ford facto-
ry is not alone. The area
between the Ford com-
plex and Zug Island where
the Rouge River ultimate-
ly runs its course and emp-
ties into the Detroit Riv-
er is an industrial land-
scape straight from a post-
apocalyptic, sci-fi movie.
It is the very buckle of the
Rust Belt — an areawhere
the Rouge River famous-
ly caught fire in 1969. It
is also the area where the
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers paved much of the
river channel in a misguid-
ed effort to curb flooding
back in the 1970s.

Not surprisingly, many
people equated the Rouge
River with the pollution
that despoiled it. That’s
what happens when a
watershed is located in
the cradle of the automo-

Kurt Kuban
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It wasn't that long ago that canoeing on the Rou%e River seemed like a\ﬁipe dream.

However, a number of communities — including

anton Township and

ayne, along

with Wayne County Parks — hopes to get a federal grant to designate the Lower Rouge
River an urban water trail that would provide 25 miles of canoeing/kayaking, including
through this section of Wayne.

bile industry and is home
to 1.5 million people.

And when you consider
the stormwater and sani-
tary pollution that munici-
palities all over Wayne and
Oakland counties flushed
into the river every time
there was a thunderstorm,
you begin to see how the
Rouge River ended up get-
ting listed by the E.P.A. as
a GreatLakes AOC -Area
of Concern (www.epa.gov/
greatlakes/aoc/rougeriv-
er/index.html). The reality
is, for years, much of this
urban river system was
pretty much off limits to
people.

That dubious history,
however, shrouds some
very positive news about
the River Rouge in recent
years. There has been a
combined effort between
the federal government,
local municipalities
and especially a small

army of dedicated vol-
unteers who have fought
for a generation to bring
the river back from the
brink. Beginning in the
1980s, millions of mostly
federal but plenty of local
dollars have been spent to
curb pollution, especial-
ly the sanitary discharg-
es that plagued the river
for years (and still do in
some places).

Just as encouraging,
there has been a suc-
cessful grassroots effort
involved as well. Over the
last 25 years, thousands
of area residents have
volunteered in the annu-
al Rouge Rescue cleanup,
led by the group Friends
of the Rouge (www.ther-
ouge.org). Volunteers
have removed a mountain
of garbage — everything
from cars and shopping
carts to liquor bottles
(and just about every-
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thing else imaginable).

And sure enough, the
river is coming back to
life, especially in com-
munities that have imple-
mented best practic-
es. Water quality has
improved, including dis-
solved oxygen levels.
Fish and aquatic insects
have made a comeback
in portions of the riv-
er where they had disap-
peared years ago.

Most of the 48 Rouge
communities have
joined together to form
the ARC, or Alliance
of Rouge Communities
(www.allianceofrouge-
communities.com), which
has allowed a pooling
of resources to heal the
watershed. For example,
in the city of Wayne, ARC
secured a federal grant
and led the effort last
fall to remove an obso-
lete dam dating back to
the 1930s. With the dam
removed, fish, includ-
ing salmon and steelhead,
can now move up from
the Great Lakes all the
way to the headwaters
in Canton Township and
Washtenaw County where
they will be able to spawn
with greater success.

Many Rouge commu-
nities are now realizing
what a fantastic resource
they have in their own
backyards, and there
is an ongoing effort to
reconnect residents to
the river. This movement
is picking up momentum
as the water quality con-
tinues to improve.

In recent years, for
instance, volunteers
have hacked away at log-
jams to open up the Low-
er Branch of the Rouge
to canoeing, especial-

Proposed

Canton Twp.

potential
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ly in the city of Wayne -
home to a half dozenriv-
er miles. In addition to
locals who do paddle the
river on occasion, large
group trips organized
by Friends of the Rouge
each fall have proven
more and more popular.
Last October, for exam-
ple, a group of more than
50 people participated in
the trip, which took them
past the dam removal site
for the first time.

| recently satinona
meeting with numerous
Rouge River stakehold-
ers who agreed to partner
up and pursue an “urban
waterway” designation
for the Lower Branch,
which begins in Washt-
enaw County and gen-
erally follows Michigan
Avenue through Canton
Township, Wayne, West-
land, Inkster, and Dear-
born before reaching the
Detroit River. Despite
the fact that there are a
half million people liv-
ing in these communities,
the river flows through
a wooded corridor that
resembles northern
Michigan in many places.

The shareholders in this
effort — including Dear-
born, Canton, Wayne,
Wayne County and the
Alliance of Rouge Com-
munities — are collab-
orating to get a grant
through the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation
Urban Waters program.
They want to designate
the Lower Branch from
Canton Township all the
way to the Detroit River
as an ‘Urban Water Trail’.

Riverside Kayak Con-
nection and Heavner
Canoe Rental are also on
board with the effort. They
are located on the oppo-
site ends of the watershed.
Riverside Kayak Connec-
tion is located in Wyan-
dotte near the DetroitRiv-
er, and Heavner is actu-
ally based in Milford in
the Huron River water-
shed (though they do rent
canoes on Newburgh Lake
in the Rouge watershed).
The owners of both estab-
lishments see the urban
waterway concept as a
great way to promote “get-
ting outdoors” but they
also recognize the poten-
tial to capitalize on people
reconnecting with the riv-
er. Paddling sports have
always been very popular
in Michigan. In a water-
shed of 1.5 million people,
a few of them are bound
to rent canoes or purchase
kayaks.

This urban water trail
is nearly 25 miles long,
and would allow paddlers

w ater trail

a day long journey from
Canton to the Detroit Riv-
er — through sections of
peaceful woodlands and
past historic structures
like Henry Ford’s incred-
ible Fairlane Estate, the
River Rouge Complex
and even Zug Island.
Once out in the Detroit
River, people will be able
to paddle in the shad-
ows of passing freighters
plying the waters of the
Great Lakes.

Much work needs to be
done to make this pos-
sible. The communities
need to establish canoe
launches along the route,
not to mention bathroom
facilities and parking.
The stakeholders hope
to get the grant to do this
work. The fact that much
of the land is already
park land and in public
hands makes these tasks
much easier.

The biggest strug-
gle will be to open up the
logjams along the route
— and keep them open.
Friends of the Rouge led
an expedition on this route
two years ago, which |
happened to be part of,
and we encountered near-
ly 200 logjams of various
sizes. It will take many
volunteer hours, and
hopefully some work by
municipal crews to open
up the entire route. With
more and more people
taking an interest in the
Rouge, however, this is
certainly possible.

The bottom line is
canoeing on the Rouge
River is no longer a pipe
dream. | recently read
an article published in
the Detroit Free Press
back in 1985 that all but
declared the Rouge a
dead river. Well, to steal
a quote the great Mark
Twain, the reports of the
Rouge’s demise were
greatly exaggerated. Yes,
people were responsi-
ble for nearly killing the
river, but they are now
leading the charge in its
renaissance.

Changing perceptions
isn’t always easy - espe-
cially when you are talk-
ing about the Rouge Riv-
er. But once people start
seeing kayaks and canoes
moving through their
communities, chances
are they won’t be think-
ing about all that industry
downstream.

Kurt Kuban is commu-
nity editor of the Northville
Record and also covers
environmental issues for
O&E Media. He welcomes
your feedback at kkuban®
hometownlife.com.

Rouge River Water Trail

Dog Scout troop donates canine masks

Julie Benson heard the
statistics: Every year
approximately 4,000
humans die in house fires
and 40,000 family pets
are killed, the leading
cause of death from fire
being asphyxiation.

When Benson, the lead-
er to a local Dog Scout
troop, heard this, she
knew she wanted to
do something with her
troop members to take
action and help save as
many animals as possi-
ble.

So, with the help of
troop 217 members
Melissa Perez of Wayne,.
Michelle Neu of Tay-
lor and Vickie Lomas
of Walled Lake, Benson
helped collect more than

$500 in returnable cans
and bottles in order to
purchase six full canine
oxygen mask Kkits.

“Pets are members of
our families, they aren’t
just pets to the people of
my Dog Scouts of Amer-
ica troop,” said Ben-
son, a Novi resident who
leads Troop 217. “What
better way to serve the
community than to help
pets, throughout the met-
ro Detroit area, that may
not have a chance of sur-
viving without the aid of
these masks.”

The kits (which con-
tain a large, medium, and
small mask) will be dis-
tributed to Huron Valley
Ambulance, who in turn
will issue toEM S and

local fire houses in Oak-
land, Wayne and Washt-
enaw counties.

Benson and fellow troop
members will present the
canine oxygen mask kits
to Eric Fields 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, April 6,at HVA’s
Plymouth station, locat-
ed at 1270 Goldsmith in
Plymouth.

Dog Scouts of Ameri-
ca is a non-profit orga-
nization that promotes
positive reinforcement
training and responsi-
ble pet ownership. For
more information on Dog
Scouts of America visit
www.dogscouts.org.Any-
one interested in joining
the local troop can con-
tact Benson at bensonju-
lie@earthlink.net.
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Suspects face trial

By Darrell Clem
Staff Writer

Two Detroit men are facing
trial on charges arising from
a suburban crime spree that
authorities say included an
armed robbery inside a Canton
Family Dollar store and con-
spiracy to rob a Westland Cash
Advance store.

Eric Anthony Reed, 21, and
Raymond Maurice Whatley, 19,
could face penalties ranging
up to life in prison if they are
convicted of a robbery-related

spree that police say began Jan.

29 in Taylor and ended when
Westland Police captured the
suspects Feb. 16.

According to Wayne Coun-
ty Circuit Court documents,
Reed and Whatley are charged

P U

with armed robberies in Can-
ton, Taylor and Allen Park and
conspiracy to commit anoth-

er offense in Westland. The two
men are jailed with cash bonds
totaling over $500,000.

Reed and Whatley are fac-
ing trial after they voluntari-
ly waived their preliminary
examinations last Friday in
Plymouth 35th District Court,
which handled charges from
the four communities.

Reed faces trial for additional
counts of felony firearm and sec-
ond-degree criminal sexual con-
duct out of Canton. Detective
Sgt. Dave Schreiner said Reed
was accused of fondling a female
employee during a robbery that
occurred just before 9 p.m. Feb. 6
inside the Family Dollar store on
Joy Road near 1-275.

B L1C

Whatley Reed

“There was inappropriate
contact between the suspect
and a female in the store,” Sch-
reiner said.

Reed and Whatley are
accused of seizing cell phones
from Family Dollar workers
and taking money from the
store, Schreiner said.

Westland Police arrested the
defendants Feb. 16 after two
men arrived outside the Cash
Advance store at 208 S. Mer-

S A F E

riman. The men had arrived
before the store opened, police
said, and a male employee
refused to open the door for
two men desfcribed as wearing
hoods.

“The men left. The teller
knew there had been robber-
ies of cash stores, so he decid-
ed to go the Chase Bank branch
to make a deposit,” Westland
Police Sgt. Randy Thivierge
has said. “While he was at the
bank, he saw the suspects’vehi-
cle ata Burger King drive-
through.”

The employee got a license
plate number and called police
as the suspects returned to the
business. He again refused to
let the suspects in with their
hoods up.

Westland Police said the

T Y

In crime spree

license plate didn’t belong to
the car driven by the suspects,
who were stopped by police.
“The driver didn’t have a
license and a gun was found in
the car,” Thivierge said.

Once police had the pair in
custody, they were identified,as
suspects in the Canton robbery.

“One of our dispatchers
remembered an article in the
Observer from Canton (about
an armed robbery),” Westland
Police Sgt. Dan Serrano said. ‘We
printed out the photos. One of the
suspects was wearing the same
clothes he was arrested in.”

Staff Writer LeAnne Rogers contrib-
uted to this story.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
Twitter: ©CantonObserver

Brazen thief

A Canton man said he was astound-
ed when he looked out a window of his
home and saw a well-dressed wom-
an stealing a 40-pound lawn jockey
from his property on Cherry Hill Road
between Beck and Denton.

“It just astonished me,”” he told the
Observer on Tuesday.

The victim said the incident happened
on a recent March evening. He said he
saw the woman, about 35 years old, pick
up the lawn jockey and stagger back to
a car and drive off. He said he was even
more shocked when he learned she had
taken a cast aluminum horse head that
had been mounted on a metal post on his
deck.

He said the woman drove offin a
small black sedan. He said he contacted
the Observer so other residents could be
on the alert.

Gun threats

A Canton High School resource offi-
cer notified police after a female stu-
dent made what appeared to be threat-

CANTON CRIME WATCH

ening remarks about a gun, a police
report said.

The incident happened Monday after-
noon. During a group discussion about
the stresses of high school life, the 17-
year-old student reportedly said “l wish
| could kill them” and indicated she
wished she knew where her father kept
his gun, the report said.

She was referred to a school resource
officer, began crying and said she didnt
mean what she had said. Her father
was contacted to make sure he properly
locks any guns away that he has.

The father indicated that his daughter
has been bullied at school and on social
media, the police report said.

Disgruntled worker

An employee of a Canton company on
Haggerty south of Michigan Avenue
contacted police after a fired employ-
ee made what was perceived as threat-
ening remarks Saturday afternoon, a
police report said.

The 26-year-old worker had earlier
argued with other employees in what

PLYMOUTH CRIME WATCH

Suspicious substance

Employees at Comcast, the cable tele-
' vision and communications company
with a regional office on Concept Drive
in Plymouth Township, reported receiv-
ing a suspicious powdery substance in
the mail on March 20.

No injuries were reported, and aPlym-
outh Township Police Department report
said the blue material looked like glitter.

It had been received through the mail
earlier that day, a Comcast security
official told police, in an envelope that
also contained a blank sheet of paper.
There were a name and an East Lan-
sing address on the envelope, but Com-
cast could not match the name or the

* address to a customer.

Police could not find a match in their
records between the name and the
address given, the report said.

Local hazardous waste officials,
through the Plymouth Community Fire
Department, advised employees who
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had contact with the substance to throw
itaway and wash their hands.

Comcast reported receiving a threat,
on average, every two weeks.

Fraud thwarted

A township woman reported that a cred-
it card of hers had been compromised
recently, but that no charges had been
made on it. The card was canceled and the
woman advised to check her credit report.

The woman told police March 19that
she had received a call from the fraud
division at her bank, saying someone
with access to the card number, her
birthdate and other personal informa-
tion had inquired about activating it to
make purchases during an overseas
trip. The bank had apparently flagged
the call as suspicious.

The woman filed the police report for
followup by the bank’ investigative
division.

— By Matt Jackman

TI&ILIP

Nail & Spa
‘Qun.Mfc the Oteritateaton-

Indulge the revitalization atTulip Nail & Spa,

NoviTown Center's newest salon!

« Expert Pedicure-Manicure Services

¢ Gel nail polish/Shellac nail polish

¢« Acrylic Nails
¢ Full body wax

Both walk-ins and appointments welcome!

Gift certificates available!

Ask about our special private party events!

Save 2 O % on All Services!

Fora lim ited time, stop in and save

20%

0 ffany Tulip Nail & Spa service!

Tulip Nail & Spa is located

Novi Town Center
IVWi\ Ibicirh

at 26136 Ingersol Drive.

Call: 248-331-7858

open: Monday-Friday 10am-9pm,

- Saturday 9am-9pm, Sunday Noon-6pm.

SIMON’

www.novitowncenter.com

led to a scuffle, a police report said. The
employee was fired, but before he left
he threatened to return with others, the
report said.

There was no indication he actually
did.

Phone scam

A man went to the Canton Police Sta-
tion last Thursday evening to report
he had received a Verizon bill in the
mail for activation of five new phones
he never bought. He said the bill was
$430.

The man contacted the company and
was told someone had called in, provid-
ed his personal information and opened
an account. He told police he cancelled
the account and phone numbers, but he
wanted to file a formal police report.

Identity theft

A 67-year-old woman who lives on
Cavalier, southeast of Saltz and Sheldon,
contacted Canton Police last Thursday
to report she had been the victim of an
apparent identity theft.

She told police that she had received
notification from the Internal Reve-
nue Service on two occasions in Febru-
ary that her Social Security number had
been used to file a 2012 tax return. The
woman hadn’t yet filed her taxes.

She notified the IRS, credit report-

ing agencies, banks the Social Security
Administration and credit card compa-
nies of the incident, along with police.

Copper stolen

A home on Hartford, northeast of Ford
and Lilley roads, was stripped of cop-
per piping after an intruder cut water
lines in the basement sometime prior to
March 19, a police report said.

A realty company in charge of the
home told police the house had been
shown because it is on the market. It is
believed that a sliding glass door was
unlocked.

The police report indicated 40 feet of
copper pipe was stolen.

Car missing

A 21-year-old resident of Stoney-
brooke Park Apartments, southwest
of Joy Road and 1-275, told police he
noticed his black Chrysler 200 was
missing from the parking lot Friday
night.

He told police he was behind on his
payments, but Canton Police had not
received any notification that any
employee of a company was going to
the site to repossess the vehicle, leav-
ing the owner to question if the car had
been stolen.

— By Darrell Clem
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Mother Nature cooperated, and hundreds of
youngsters from around the area took advantage
Saturday as Canton Township hosted its annual
Easter Eggstravaganza in and around Heritage

Park.

Kids ages 11 and younger got a chance to meet,
and have their pictures taken with, the Easter
Bunny, and to hunt for eggs around spacious Her-

itage Park.

There were animals to pet, and crafts to build
and entertainment in the gym at the Summit on
the Park, as well as the always-popular egg hunts.

LOCAL NEWS
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PHOTOS BY THOMAS BEAUDOIN

Eager youngsters wait to getthe word for the Easter egg hunt attended by hundreds of kids at Heritage Park in Canton.

Savanahh Chapman, 7, of Wixom feeds Snoopy, an 8-week-old Nigerian Dwarf Goat at the Eggstravaganza held in Canton.

Mickey, Isabella, Lilah and Logan Mohacst of Livonia enjoy a visit with the Easter Bunny at this year's Easter Eggstravaganza.

Harrison Qian, a 4-year-old from Canton, keeps his eyes

peeled for Easter e
at Heritage Park in Canton.

s that are scattered in the playscape

Brothers Jake and Gabe Christensen of Canton
petone of the many animals on hand at this
ears Easter Eggstravaganza held in Canton's

eritage Park.

Hiller's adds new mobility carts to help disabled patrons

By Julie Brown
Staff Writer

Heather Piszar of
Northville Township
used to have a tough time
shopping with her 10-
year-old daughter, Sar-
ah, who has Mowat-Wil-
son syndrome, which cre-
ates mobility limitations.
Whenever Heather would
go shopping, she would
have to push the gro-
cery cart and, at the same
time, pull Sarah in her
adaptive stroller, which
was difficult.

Thanks to Piszar’s hard
work and the kindness of
Hiller’s Markets, that’s
no longer true. Hiller’s
recently purchased one
of the carts for disabled
loved ones of custom-
ers for each of its seven
Michigan stores, making
it much easier for Piszar
and Sarah, who attends
Cooke School in North-
ville. Hiller’s has a Plym-
outh-area store at 5 Mile

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Hiller's Vice President Justin Hiller has made sure that all
of his stores have one of the "Caroline's Carts" that patron
Heather Piszar utilizes for her daughter Sarah, 10, who
has problems riding in a typical grocery cart. The cart, with
an attached seat, iS caﬁable of safely welcoming a person

with disabilities — wit

and Haggerty.

“It’s Hiller’s Market
that has really taken the
initiative. No one made
them do this. | was just so
impressed by them,” said

its swing-out handles.

Heather Piszar. “Hill-
er’s stepped right up and
said ‘We want them in our
store.™

Justin Hiller, Hiller’s
vice president, said the

move was a no-brainer.

“It’s just all about the
customers,” he said. His
dad and grandfather in
the business taught him
that.

The cart was designed
by Alabama mom Drew
Ann Long, who got a man-
ufacturer and is now
instrumental in market-
ing it via www.carolines-
cart.com.

“l saw an advertise-
ment in a trade maga-
zine,”” said Hiller. ““l think
the majority of people
just don’t think how dif-
ficult it is” to shop with a
disabled person.

Caroline’s Carts can
accommodate an adult up
to 250 pounds, said Piszar,
who is married to Sandor.
They have four children.

Hiller said he paid $850
per cart, about twice
what a regular grocery
cart costs. The retail-
er takes on maintenance
responsibility. The cart
has a foot-operated brake.

“It’s just starting to get
traction now,”” he said of
the local effort. “It’s been
a very positive response.
| think there are still
those individuals who
take advantage of them.”

He’s heard thanks from
Piszar, who worked for
about a year and a half
on the effort and also
approached other gro-
cers. Her daughter was
diagnosed at age 4 with
the fairly rare disorder,
which causes seizures.

“She is mobile and she
loves to get outside and
play,” Piszar said of Sar-
ah. “I’m not the only par-
ent in the community
who could benefit from
this.”

The Caroline’ Cart has
a harness. Its handles
swing open to allow the
disabled person to sit fac-
ing the shopper, which
Piszar said is helpful for
her daughter to be able to
see her.

“So that’s another

advantage of the cart. I ’'m
just so impressed with
this mom designing this,”
Piszar added.

“l can’t tell you how
convenient it will be. It’s
a real blessing, absolute-
ly.”Hiller’s said to her,
‘“We’re going to lead by
example. I'm just real-
ly touched and impressed
by that statement.”

The Hiller family
bought the Caroline’s
Carts as part of their
philosophy of doing busi-
ness. Justin Hiller said
it wasn’t difficult to buy
the carts over the phone
and have them deliv-
ered.

“It’s equally important
we do good as individu-
als,” the third-generation
owner said. “That’s what
we’re trying to do. This is
just more about helping
our fellow man. We try
to help the community as
much as we can.”

jcbrown@hometownlife.com


http://www.carolines-cart.com
http://www.carolines-cart.com
mailto:jcbrown@hometownlife.com

alirea honaonrdifeamn

LOCAL NEWS

World events can't help

but influence U.S. markets

By Rick Bloom

Guest Columnist

t seems lately that

things have been pretty

good. Unemployment
has dropped, spending
has been on the rise and
the market keeps mov-
ing forward. Then all of
a sudden, we hear about
a bailout of the Cyprus
economy and once again
fears about Europe start
causing problems in our
markets.

Many may be question-
ing why what happens in
Cyprus affects U.S. mar-
kets. After all, Cyprus
is avery small economy
and the bailout was only
$12 billion. Don’t get me
wrong, $12 billion is a lot
of money, but not when
you consider the bailouts
of other countries and the
bailouts here including
that of the auto industry.

The question is why the
proposed Cyprus bailout
caused a problem. The
answer is two-fold.

We no longer live in
an American economy;
we live in a world econo-
my. What happens in oth-
er markets, other econo-
mies, affects the United
States. Economies around
the world are intercon-
nected, so defaults in
one part of the world can
have a domino effect.

Closer to home, think
about how the world
economy affects Ford or
GM or even a company
like Domino’ pizza that

has more
interna-
tional
franchis-
es than
U.S. ones.
That is
why when
problems
develop in
one econ-
omy, the
conse-
quences spread through-
out the world. | also
believe that the market’s
reaction to the Cyprus
bailout has to do with the
terms of the bailout.

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

Taxation uproar

One of the terms
dealt with the taxation
of accounts in Cyprus
banks. The tax — as high
as 10 percent — was to
be levied on all bank
accounts, no matter the
size. The proposal caused
an uproar in Cyprus and
around the world, partic-
ularly in other European
countries. If they can tax
bank accounts in Cyprus,
what was preventing
them from taxing bank
accounts in other Euro-
pean nations that may
require bailouts? After
all, one of the reasons for
the bailout is to promote
confidence in the finan-
cial system. If you start
having special taxes on
bank accounts, the oppo-
site will happen. People
won’t have confidence in
the banking system and
will rush to banks to liqui-

date their accounts.

To me, this was an obvi-
ous reaction and shouldn’t
have surprised anyone.
However, the Europe-
an regulators were tak-
en aback by the reaction.
The head scratcher to me
is how they could be sur-
prised at the outrage.
However, I’'m not sure
if anyone believes that.
The reaction of investors
throughout the European
union was they also doubt-
ed the proposal.

It would be nice to go
back to the old days,
when foreign markets
had little if any effect on
ours. That’s a pipedream.
The reality is we live in
aworld economy and
everything is interrelat-
ed. What happens around
the world has a direct
impact on our markets
and our economy. That is
why for years | ve been
encouraging investors
to diversify portfolios to
make sure they include
international invest-
ments, including a por-
tion in emerging markets.

What happens in the far
corners of the world has a
ripple effect that affects
all of us.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial adviser. His website
is www.bloomassetmanage-
ment.com. If you would

like Rick to respond to your
questions, please email Rick
at rick@bloomassetmanage-
ment.com.

Gov. Nikki Haley to speak at
Wayne . . th Republican Dinner

South Carolina Gov.
Nikki Haley will be the
featured speaker April 25
at the annual Lincoln Rea-
gan Dinner held by the
Wayne 11th Congressio-
nal District Republican
Committee.

The fund-raising event
is an
oppor-
tunity
for vot-
ers to net-
work with
elected
officials,
communi-

Haley ty activ-
ists and
precinct delegates, as
well as to hear first-hand
the Republican message.

The dinner will be held
at Laurel Manor, 39000
Schoolcraft Road, in Livo-
nia, and is open to the
general public. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m. for a
Private VIP Photo Recep-
tion with the governor; a
social gathering time for
general attendees is at 6
p.m., and the dinner pro-
gram begins at 6:30 p.m.

Tickets are $75 per per-
son or $700 for a table

of 10. (Deadline for tick-
etsis April 19). Tick-
ets for the VIP Photo
Reception are $150 per
person. Inquiries can

be handled by email-
ing chair@waynellth.
com and checking www.
waynellth.com.

The goal of the Wayne
11th Congressional Dis-
trict Republican Com-
mittee is to deliver the
Republican message
through outreach and
grassroots efforts. ‘“We
can’tonly rely on par-
ty loyalists for our sup-
port,” said Paul Cusick,
chairman of the Wayne
11th CDRC. “We need
to bring our message to
the average citizen and
enlist their support for
our efforts to bring com-
mon-sense leadership to
this country. This din-
ner helps us raise the
resources needed to get
our message out to the
general public, especially
our younger voters.”

One of the strongest fis-
cal conservatives in state
government, Haley was
first elected to represent
the 87th District in Lex-

ington County in 2004,
as a virtual unknown. In
2008, Rep. Haley was sent
back to the State House
with 83 percent of the
vote - the highest per-
centage earned by any
lawmaker facing a con-
tested South Carolina
election that year. She
was elected as governor
on Nov. 2,2010.

Her time in government
has been marked by con-
servative leadership and
an unwavering commit-
ment to the taxpayers’bot-
tom line. She has fought
wasteful spending at every
turn, pushed for small-
er, more efficient govern-
ment, and led the fight for
accountability and trans-
parency that, before her
arrival, was sorely lacking
in the Legislature.

The Wayne 11th Con-
gressional District
Republican Committee
covers the communities
of Canton Township, Livo-
nia, Northville, North-
ville Township, Plymouth
and Plymouth Township.
Their focus is primarily
on state and local election
efforts.

Open 7 Days a Week, [I-6pm, Wednesdays II-8pm

Knightsbridge

Antique M all

42305 Seven Mile Road ¢ (Just 2 Miles westo f1-275)

Northville, M| 48167  248-344-7200

fcC

\\e have somethina

everyone

over 200 dealers ofquality antique

 Furniture -

Mid-Century/ Art Deco/ Modern « Coins

Stained Glass « Jewelry ¢« Vintage Toys * Linens « Military
Glass/Crystal/China « Tiffany Lamps ¢ Clothing

Check usouton the Web every day athometownlife.com
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XFINITY®
delivers

the fastest
Internet.

U-verse
doesn’'t even
come close.

XFINITY® already delivers speeds up to four times faster

than U-verse* And now, XFINITY is doubling the speeds

ontwo of its fastest Internet tiers. Plus, XFINITY brings

you the fastestin-home Wi-Fi with the most coverage in
your home. So don't fall for U-verse.

FEATURE XFINITY

The fastest Internet

YES NO

The fastest in-home Wi-Fi with the

YES NO

most coverage in your home

More Internet protection included
at no additional cost with Norton®
Security Suite, IDENTITY GUARD® YES NO

and Comcast Secure Backup &

Share

GET STARTED WITH

ECONOMY PLUS INTERNET INCLUDES

NO CONSTANT GUARD
TERM CONTRACT Say safew't* .ﬂv
REQUIRED “°”§m;ﬁ2mﬁcﬁ}fn o

(a 0 vatu¥)

Tomorrow could he awesome

ifyou call 1-888-868-0920 today.

comcast.com/xfinity

\fm ity

the future of awesome’

COMCAST

Offer ends 3/31/13. Not available in all areas. Limited to Economy Plus Internet for
new residential customers. After promotional period, or if any service is cancelled or
downgraded, regular rates apply. Comcast's current monthly service charge for
Economy Plus Internet is $39.95 or $29.95 with another service. Limited to service to
a single outlet. Equipment, installation and taxes extra. May not be combined with
other offers. '‘Compares Comcast’s and AT&T's fastest available download Internet
speeds. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. Wi-Fi claim based on August
2012 study of comparable in-home wireless routers by Allion Test Labs, Inc. Not all
features, including Constant Guard, compatible with Macintosh systems. Call for
restrictions and complete details, or visit comcast.com. ©2013 Comcast. All rights
reserved. 2012 Electronic Arts Inc. EA, EA SPORTS and the EA SPORTS logo are
trademarks of Electronic Arts Inc. Official FIFA licensed product. © The FIFA name
and OLP Logo are copyright or trademark protected by FIFA. NPA125653-0009
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Tips for small businesses
about using social media

By Jon Gunnells
Guest Columnist

\V olunteers, market-
ing managers and
small-business own-

ers are always asking me

how to find important
data about their Facebook
fans or simply how to use
social networks to drive
sales.

With so many social
networks and large vol-
umes of data, uncovering
insights about your com-
pany or organization’s
fans may seem daunting,
but itis actually easier
than you think.

1. Find Where Your Tar-
gets Are - With more than
a billion users, itis safe to
assume your key demo-
graphic is on Facebook.
The problem is, your key
demographics may not
use Facebook to get infor-
mation about what you’re
selling. This is especially
true if you are, say, abusi-
ness-to-business whole-
saler of widgets to region-
al retailers. Find where
your target is whether
on major networks like
Twitter or niche mes-
sage boards and blogs and
work from there.

2. Don't Focuson Fan
Counts - The most com-
mon mistake brands
small and large make is
putting too much impor-
tance on fans and fol-
lowers. Large commu-
nities are great, but if
those fans aren’t engag-
ing with your brand, they
aren’t helping your bot-
tom line. Make ita pri-
ority to increase interac-
tion among a core group
of followers. It will build
loyalty for your brand or
product and prove more
important, even if your

competi-
tor has a
few more
likes. '

3.

Small
With Met-
rics-We
areinan
age of

big data
and social
media
data is something even
professionals can get lost
in. When looking at You-
Tbbe insights, Facebook
insights or measuring
conversation volumes,
pick a few key numbers to
look at. My favorites are
impressions, reach and
engagement metrics such
as comments, video views,
or replies. After under-
standing these key met-
rics, expand using com-
mon sense. Do you need
to understand day-to-day
increases in video views?
Probably not. But it might
make sense to look at
month-to-month increases
in Facebook likes, or the
best time to post content.

4. Have A Plan - This
might be the most impor-
tant tip for any small busi-
ness or non-profit on the
social web. If you don’t
have a set posting sched-
ule or time to engage with
your key demograph-
ics on message boards or
blogs just stop. With social
media you are either in
or out - there is no half-
way. A Twitter account
or Facebook page with no
new content is like a web-
site with outdated contact
information.

5. Use Resources Wise-
ly - Theres areason big
companies don’t have mar-
keting managers and CEOs
running their social pres-

Tech Savvy

Jon Gunnells

ence: Social is time-con-
suming. Small companies
may not have the luxu-

ry of dedicated social staff
— and if thtdktthe case, do
your research on Google.
Instead of spending a day’s
time to find the best time
to post for your brand,
look for research or white
papers on Facebook’s peak
activity time, or key infor-
mation on your industry.

6. Don't Overwhelm
Fans - When consider-
ing what and when to post
content remember not to
overload fans with infor-
mation they don’t need. If
you post too much, fans
will hide your content
making your fan count
even less important. Addi-
tionally, you can look into
Facebook’s post level data
(by clicking and export-
ing insights) to see if any
specific content has driv-
en fans to unlike or unsub-
scribe for your page.

7. Have Fun - Social
media is a two-way street.
Followers and potential
followers want to have
fun, not listen to constant
sales pitches. Try apply-
ing the 80-20 rule when
posting content. Eighty
percent should be topical,
conversational, helpful
and of added value. The
other 20 percent can be
what | refer to as “shame-
less self promotion.”

While these tips won’t
make your brand the
next Red Bull or Taco
Bell, they will make your
social presence more
effective and efficient.

Jon Gunnells isafreelance
writer and social media plan-
ner. Comments or sugges-
tions for future columns?
Email Jonathan.Gunnells®
gmail.com.

N E S S

BRAD KADR1CH,EDITOR
Bkadrich@hometownlife.com

(313) 222-8899

FACEBOOK: HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

PHOTOS COURTESY PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Divas turned out in droves for the chamber's annual Diva Day promotion Saturday. Cham-
ber executive director Wes Graff called the event "a huge success" for local businesses.

Divas

for a

By Julie Brown
Staff Writer

Jaya Wilson of Canton
did some serious shop-
ping during Saturday’s
Diva Day in downtown
Plymouth.

“It’s nice,” Wilson
said, pausing at Bas-
ket Kreations on For-
est. “Everyone’s been so
friendly, and the good
deals you get.”

Wilson, who also liked
the snacks, was shop-
ping for herself, as well
as for Easter baskets and
birthdays. “Just great

Day event.

oOut
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Divas of all ages took ad-
vantage of the annual Diva

In force

event

person birthday par-
ty that day. “We’ve been
packed all day,” Boucher
said. “Everyone’s having
a really good time, espe-
cially because it’s sun-
ny out.”

Canton resident Stel-
la Delap owns Basket
Kreations and is a fan of
Diva Day.

“It’s been going real-
ly well,” Delap said. “It’s
been wonderful to see all
the ladies out and having
fun. It’s been a great turn-
out. People can take their
time and get to all the
stores.”

stuff,”” she said. “Even for
your puppies. | have two,
grandpuppies, | should
say.”

The March 23 day-
long event, offered by
the Plymouth Commu-
nity Chamber of Com-
merce, featured hot pink
feather boas for the first
500 women. “I like to see
all the boas,” said Wilson,
who got one. “It makes
it fun.”

Nearby at Gigi’s Mode
on Ann Arbor Trail, own-
er Beverly Whitby was
also pleased. “It’s been
great,” Whitby said of
Diva Day. “We had the
Divas out as soon as we
opened the door.”

Chamber executive
director Wes Graff was
pleased with the turnout.

“The day was a huge
success for the local
businesses,” Graff said.

Whitby liked having it
before Easter this year.
“These are great,” she
said. “They always car-
ry us through. The cham-
ber’s awesome. Even
though it’s a little chilly,
they (shoppers) still come
out.”

Her business has
been there nine years.
“They’re in abuying
mood,” Whitby said of the
Divas, who wanted spring
color for their wardrobes.
“They’re ready to have
spring hit.”

Staffer Chanelle Bouch-
er was busy Saturday at
Creatopia on Ann Arbor
Trail, where many cus-
tomers were painting pot-
tery and socializing. “It’s
been crazy,” said Bouch-
er, who’s pursuing her
master’s degree through
Bennington College in
Vermont. “Feather boas

Delap also found wom-
enin a shopping mood,
including for themselves.
“They really help busi-
ness,”” she said of such
events. “They’re expect-
ing to have a good time.
It’s just so nice to see.”

Staffers were tired but
happy at TranquiliTea
on Ann Arbor Trail. “We
are pooped,” said owner
Colleen Cannon, a Livo-
nia resident. “At least
I’'m pooped. Feathers are
everywhere.”

Chocolate Charmer was
a big seller on Diva Day,
featuring crushed malt-
ed milk balls and tea. The
staff also had “Shades of
Grey,” a play on the books
featuring more exotic
Earl Grey blends which
sold well, too.

‘“We*ve been doing fab-
ulous,” Cannon said
between customers. “It’s

NEW ALLSTATE HOUSE & HOME

I'm proud to protect homes in our community.
When it comes to protecting your home, it's nice to have an

agent who knows the area. I can help customize a policy just
for you, so you pay only for the protection you need. Call me

today!

JOEL SCHEMBRI

73 4 -9 27

NORTHVILLE
FINANCIAL

-9 500

INSURANCE &

A

Aut

l[Istate

You're in good hands.

o Home Life Retirement
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Northbrook, IL.©2012 Allstate Insurance Company

“Attendance was much-

improved this year.”
The chamber event

was later last year, and

are everywhere.”
Creatopia had a 14-per-

son birthday party Sat-

urday, followed by a 12-

a really good event.”

jcbrown@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-6755

BUSINESS BRIEFS

New teamm ate

Bank of Ann Arbor officials
announced Robert Rose has joined its
team as Vice President and Senior Loan
Officer, serving existing and new busi-
ness clients out of its Plymouth office.

Rose has more than 28 years of banking
experience in providing needs-based busi-
ness banking solutions to businesses and
their owners in Wayne,
Oakland, Macomb and
Livingston counties. He
was most recently with
Citizen’ Bank.

“(Rose’) focus on cus-
tomer service and his
desire to provide a closer
connection for the client
with the decision maker
in a highly successful and

growth oriented community bank format
has brought him toBank of Ann Arbor,”
said Tim Marshall, President & CEO,
Bank of Ann Arbor. “We are absolutely
delighted he’ joined the high-performing
banking team at our Plymouth office.”

, Rose holds a bachelor’ degree from
Albion College. He serves the communi-
ty through his involvement with the Tri-
umph Home Health Care, Automation
Alley, Livonia Chamber, United Way and
CYO Coach. Rose and his family live in
the Plymouth community.

Rose

Cheerleading champs

Rage, the junior level 4 team from
Plymouth-based Premier Athletics
Michigan Extreme traveled recent-
ly to the COA Midwest National Cham-
pionships in Columbus, Ohio, and came
home with the best trophies.

Rage finished first in its division and
was named the Level 4 grand champion.
The team finished in the top 10 of 182
competing teams.

Athletes competing for coaches
Rachelle Frusti and Kevin Enna includ-
ed Sarah Bowler, Bethany Caswell, Mad-
die DeGroff, Caitlin Farrand, Olivia
Ferrantino, Gabrielle Georgeson, Oliv-
ia Georgeson, Julia Marshall, Megan
Matatall, Anna Molnar, Christina lyiolnar,
Payton Olson, Amanda Owsley, Shaylah
Pate, Morgan Rosen, Mourgain Shepa-
rd, Alexis Smith, Dakota Steffey, Cassidy
Tear, Sam Tear and Clare Zgoda.

Marywood seeks public input

Marywood Nursing Care Center in
Livonia has once again been recognized
by US. News & World Report as one of
Michigan’ best nursing homes for 2013.

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) continues to rate Mary-
wood a 5-Star facility.

In the rapidly changing landscape of
health care today, Marywood is now
examining how it can best respond in
order to continue offering 5-Star quality
care. Guided by its board of directors an
effort is under way to solicit ideas, con-
cerns and opinions from various Mary-
wood stakeholders, including the local
Livonia community and others living
in Southeast Michigan. The input will
assist the board in identifying strategic
pathways for the next several years.

A briefon-line survey can easily be
found on Marywood Nursing Care Cen-
ter’s website: www.marywoodnursing-
carecenter.org, just look for the Survey
Monkey link.

A A
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HE DATE!

Tuesday

23,2013

9 a.m.to 2 p.m.

Schoolcraft College
Livonia Campus

VisTaTech Center

0 Prizes
@ Free Admission and Parking
0 Morning Refreshments

v

Workshops and Demonstrations

Healthy Eating for Healthy
Aging
Priority Health

Zumba Gold
American Health and Fitness
Schoolcraft College

Areyourveins blue? There
isasolution foryou!

University of Michigan
Livonia Vein Center

Stand up to Neck & Back Pain
HealthQuest

Getting More Returns on Your
mvestments WithoutTaking

Risks
Bloom AssetManagement

Strength Training for Seniors
American Health and Fitness
Schoolcraft College

Hearing Loss & Associated

issues
Michigan Hearing

Is GriefReally Good Charlie

Brown?
Angela Hospice

isitwww . hometownlife or

Live Entertainment!

Presented by:

O bserver & E

hometownlife.com M

ccentric

| A

A GANNETT COMPANY

Vickie W

inans

Special comedic and musical
selections from award winning

gospel

Performance:

Entertainment Sponsor

W #

artist Vickie Winans

12-1p.m.

*

YOUR Mouth,YOUR Body!
ComfortDental Spa

CEPD Course Overview
Schoolcraft College

Assure Quality Long Term Care
Richmond Financial

Setting Goals to Stay Healthy
and Independent
St.Mary Mercy Hospita

Hospice 101 - Everything
Wanted to Know AboutH

pice,butwere too afraid
Hospice of Michigan

to ask

Top 10 Estate Planning Mis-
takes People Make (and how

to easily avoid them )
Gaggos Law Firm

Increasing Mobility and Fall

Prevention
The Recovery Project

facebook foracomplete listing and times.

Here'slookin'Y O U

Comfort Dental Spais not affiliated with Comfort Dental Center in Southfield, M or Dr. Halmaghi

ST.MARY MERCY
LIVONIA

saint Joseph Mercy health system

Formore information please contact:

Choya Jordan
313.222.2414

chjordan@ hometownlife.com

Schoolcraft

College

Refreshments sponsored by:

Y]
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OUR VIEWS

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance
the lives of our readers, nurture the
hometowns we serve and contribute to
the business success of our customers.

Rich traditions mark Easter and Passover

The rich traditions of faith
and family come together this
week with special significance
as Christians and Jews around
the world celebrate Easter and
Passover. They are celebrations
filled with the foundation sto-
ries that are recounted ritually
each year.

For Christians, Easter is
about the redemption of people
through the sacrifice of Christ
and the eternal life given to

those who believe in him. Holy
Week retells and commemo-
rates Christ’s last days on

Earth and his resurrection on
Easter Sunday.

For Jews, Passover recounts
the remembrance of deliver-
ance and redemption from 400
years of slavery in Egypt and
the exodus to the Promised
Land. It lasts for eight days and
commemorates the sparing of
Hebrew families when God pun-
ished Egypt by killing the first-
born in every family.

Easter

Passover
ance and

GUEST COLUMN
Arts play key
role In state'’s

economic future

By Jennifer Goulet
Guest Columnist

C ollaborate. Create. Connect. These themes set
the stage at the Governor’s Economic Summit in
mid-March that strategically engaged business,

education and emerging leaders to define approaches

aligning Michigan’s rich talent supply with the work-
force needs of Michigan’ employers. As Michigan
continues on a strategic pathway of reinvention, we
have important decisions to make.

How can we maximize our state’s assets in innova-
tion and creativity to equip emerging
talent to possess the skills needed by
employers today and into the future?
What must we do to ensure talent is
attracted to live and work in Michigan
communities, finding both meaning-
ful career opportunities and a vibrant
quality of life?

Studies abound documenting the crit-
ical role the arts play in educating our
children: not only through arts pro-
grams like music, theater or dance but

also by incorporating the arts throughout academ-

ic curriculum. With inclusion of the arts in education,

students gain valuable skills in creative and innova-

tive problem-solving; critical thinking and reasoning;
teamwork; and communication. Results for increased
academic achievement overall, and especially in sub-

jects like science, math, engineering and technology, a

mastery of which is in high demand, have been a prov-

en benefit of integrated arts.

Many of these skills were directly detailed as “pro-
jected demand” skills by 2018 at the Governor’s Eco-
nomic Summit. The arts prepare our students to gain
these top-ranked skills employers need and ensure a
talented workforce for our future. We must engage all
of our assets to prepare our students.

And yet, there’s much work ahead to guarantee
Michigan’s students have access to the arts in their
schools and educational experience. The Michigan
Arts Education Census, released in September 2012
by ArtServe Michigan and Michigan Youth Arts, con-
firmed the grim reality that at least 108,000 K thru
12 students in Michigan‘schools have no access to the
arts. None.

This is in sobering contrast to the notion of equip-
ping our future talent to meet the needs of Michi-
gan’s employers for continued economic growth state-
wide. We must bring this number to “zero” by embrac-
ing strategic and collective efforts across public, pri-
vate and nonprofit sectors to secure a future of equi-
table access to the arts and creativity for all Michigan
students.

We also cant lose sight of the importance placemak-
ing plays in attracting and retaining talent in Michigan
communities. The Summit referenced a study from
the Michigan Colleges Foundation indicating place-
making as an important factor in keeping college grad-
uates in Michigan, with 42 percent of graduates cit-
ing vibrant communities as a necessity for post-grad-
uate life. The arts contribute significantly to generat-
ing that community vibe where the spirit of creativi-
ty, innovation and entrepreneurship is valued and nur-
tured and where creative minds seek to locate and be
inspired by their peers.

While the arts are so often perceived as “great to
have” but not essential, especially in tight economic
times, we must embrace its critical role in equipping
tomorrow’s talented workforce, creating job and eco-
nomic opportunities and cultivating a vibrant sense
of place in our communities. We urge support of the
Governor’s recommended $1 million increase in the
state’s investment in its arts and cultural assets for FY
2014 - an important step in rebuilding funding to lev-
els more closely aligned with the creative sector’s sig-
nificant return on investment for Michigan. The cre-
ative industries must be engaged in the “heavy-lifting”
of Michigan’ economic development strategies, or we
miss the strategic advantage that could lie ahead.

Jennifer Goulet isthe president and CEO of ArtServe Michi-
gan. She can be reached atjennifer@artservemichigan.org.

is a celebration
redemption.
celebrates

resurrection and

liberation.

of are thousands of years old, but
their messages transcend time.
Even today people from Libya,

Afghanistan and Somalia seek

deliver-
The stories

to be saved and to be delivered
from oppression.

What would we say or what
would do if these two historic
events took place today? What
would we post on Facebook
about them?

Would we like, would we com -
ment, would we share? What
would we tweet? Who would get
our Instagram?

In this day of being connected
24/7, it is not technology but the
words of people we don’t know,
from a different time and a dif-
ferent place who continue to
offer us hope of freedom, renew-
al, redemption and resurrection.

It is our faith that guides us,
and it is that faith that is being
renewed this week.

Whether you worship Easter
Sunday at a church or are con-
cluding Passover with your fam-
ily at home, know that those
around you are also sharing in
the hope and the renewal that
faith offers.

COMMUNITY VOICE

Which team, the University of Michigan or Michigan
State, has the better chance at making it into the Final

Four in the NCAA basketball tournament, and why?
We asked this question at the Plymouth District Library.

"l have no idea. | really
don’t care. The last time
| went to a sporting
event — and my wife as

well — is when we were

in college. | was bored
with it then. I’'m bored
with it now.”

John Schmidt
Plymouth Township

LETTERS

Partofthe solution

Thinking and asking for alternative
ideas to fund roads isa great idea.

W hat are your ideas? People are
always critical but offer no solutions.
Step up and offer alternatives to
raising taxes. Past legislators have
always passed their poor choices
on to us, the taxpayers. You want
representation, you got itwith Heise
and Colbeck.

Get involved and help them solve
our issues. If you're not part of the
solution you're part of the problem.

Andrew Brandt
Canton

Incredible opportunity

My wife, Sally, and | moved to
Plymouth in 1972 because of the
excellent reputation of the Plymouth-
Canton school system. We were not
disappointed as both our children
received an excellent education and
were able to complete advanced
degrees leading to a professional life.

Our grandchildren are now
enrolled in our school system. Ifwe
are to ensure the high quality of local
education, for all our children and
grandchildren, we must supportthe
efforts to maintain our facilities.

lam a senior citizen. It isoften
tempting to say, "l have done
enough, itisnow their turn."” How-
ever, building a strong community
isa lifelong endeavor. We know the
area isfacing an uncertain financial
future. | have learned that the great-
est investment we can make, for the
future of our community, isa strong
educational system. Our children and
our nation will prosper to the extent
we provide educational opportunities
today.

Sally and lare strong supporters of

“l would say Michigan.

I would base that on
their path, the (teams)
they have to face to get
.. Ithink they’'re
both going to advance to

there..

at least the next round.”
Christine Cummings

Plymouth Township

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

We welcome your Letter to
the Editor. Please include
your name, address and
phone number for verifica-
tion. We may edit for clarity,
space and content. Submit
letters by the following for-
mats:

web: WWW.hometownlife.com
mail: Letters to the Editor, Plym-
outh Observer, 615 W. Lafayette,
Second Level, Detroit, M| 48226
Fax: (313) 223-3318

e-mail: bkadrichOhometownlife.
com.

the May 7 bonding issue proposed
by our school board. The bond issue
provides an incredible opportunity

to make all the proposed enhance
ments without raising our school
taxes above the current rate. Please
join us in getting out the yes vote for
our children's future.

Dennis Bila

former mayor, City of Plymouth

EEFthanks

I had the recent privilege of
chairing the Educational Excellence
Foundation's annual Wine Tasting
and Strolling Dinner Benefit held at
the Fox Hills Golf & Banquet Center.
lappreciated seeing board members
and administrators in attendance as
well as many local dignitaries and so
many others who attended in sup-
port of this worthy cause.

On behalf of our foundation I'd
like to recognize some of the local
businesses who were instrumental
in the success of this event: Our
"Land a Deal on Wheels" Dealership
sponsors Dick Scott Dodge Chrysler
Jeep, Hines Park Lincoln, Lou LaRiche

Chevrolet and Victory Honda in Plym-

“I’'m saying Michigan
State, because | went to
Michigan State, and my
daughter goes there.”

Mary Krebs
Canton Township

“Well, I’'m going to say
Michigan. My husband’s
a big Michigan fan.”

April Maikow ski
Plymouth Township

outh as well as Tennyson Chevrolet
in Livonia, Atchinson Ford in Belleville
and Jack.Demmer Ford in Wayne for
their generous contributions to our
event.

In addition, | really appreciate all
of the wonderful foods provided
and served by the Courthouse Grill,
Espresso Elevado, Happy's Pizza,
Kilwin's, Red Olive Restaurant, Leo's
Coney Island on Five Mile and
Sheldon and E.G. Nicks in Plym-
outh, the Beirut Bakery in Redford,
Olga's Kitchen in Canton, Noodles &
Company in Livonia, the Dearborn
Sausage Company in Dearborn,
Sysco Detroit, Fox Hills, Busch's Fresh
Market and Diana Woodward and
her talented Culinary Arts students.

| especially need to applaud our
major event sponsors, Busch's Fresh
Markets, Alphagraphics Printing and
the Fox Hills Golf & Banquet Center,
for their continued support of our
efforts.

... thiswas truly a community-
driven event.

From our Gold Sponsors Com-
munity Financial, National Home
Lending & Canton Soccer to our
Silver Sponsors Hugs Hearing Center,
Fountain & Hock Dentistry, Skyway
Precisions, Monroe Bank & Trust,
the Plymouth-Canton Education
Association, Plymouth-Canton Board
of Education, Neville Financial, Sen.
Patrick Colbeck, Title Direct, Kohl's,
Rep. Kurt Heise and our Valet Spon-
sors Keller Williams & Ross Mortgage,
they all are all in part responsible for
the success of this event.

The proceeds from last year's event
were used in a variety of ways to sup-
port education in our district.

Jim Harb
Plymouth-Canton EEF
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Bentivolio: Government spending out of control

By Ken Abramczyk

Staff W riter

The numbers are stag-
gering.

The United States faces
a national debt of $17 tril-
lion. Federal spending for
2013 is estimated at $3.8
trillion. The sequester
budget alone was estimat-
ed at $85 billion.

On Wednesday, U.S.
Rep. Kerry Bentivolio
highlighted his push to
cut government spend-
ing and gave a legisla-
tive update to a breakfast
audience consisting of
members of the Livonia
Chamber of Commerce at
Schoolcraft College.

Bentivolio believes Con-
gressional spending is out
of control.

“If we were to pay $1
trillion off, we have to cut
$500 million each week
for four years,” Bentivo-
lio said. That amount—

2'k percent — is all that
needs to be cut to reach
the $1 trillion, Bentivol-
io said. “Do you think you
could cut 2’k percent from
your budget? Sure. Why
can’t the government?”

Bentivolio said oppo-
nents of the cuts say that
travelers will wait in lon-
ger lines because of few-
er TSA agents or police
and fire furloughs will

Council on

The Plymouth Com-
munity Council on Aging
and Hospice of Michigan
present a series focused
on caregivers and those
who need hospice ser-
vices.

«“Caring for the Care-
giver,” Thursday, April
4, noon (fitness room)

— This talk will walk
caregivers through the
caregiver kit Hospice
of Michigan has devel-

n t AU m
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Congressman Kerry Bentivolio speaks with Livonia architect Ben Tisio.

impact public safety,

but Bentivolio believes
the number of feder-

al employees can be cut
in other areas. “What
about the bureaucrats in
between?”” he asked. “It’s
amazing how much we
are wasting on govern-
ment programs.”

Obamacare will
drive up costs

The Affordable Health
Care Act will add to those
costs and regulations, he
said.

As an example of gov-

Aging

oped. The kit offers care-
givers practical sugges-
tions, tools and resources
to assist them with care-
giving.

«“Have You Had The
Talk?”” Thursday, April
25, noon (fitness room) —
This talk will walk care-
givers through the “Have
You Had the Talk’ kit
Hospice of Michigan has
developed. The kit offers
worksheets, tools and

In Plymouth

ernment regulation, Ben-
tivolio cited his reindeer
ranch. Bentivolio, who

used the reindeer to partic-

ipate in parades over the
past 20 years, had the area
fenced, but was required
by the state to send in an
inspection report and pay
$400 each year.

Bentivolio said he
inspected his fence “every
day”’to make sure his
investment— his reindeer

— didn’t run away. “And

they senta DNR agent

to my house,” Bentivolio

said. “Unbelievable.”
Bentivolio introduced

resources to assist clients
should they ever need to
rely on someone else for
medical care and decision
making. Officials said the
best time to plan and pre-
pare is “when there is no
emergency, no crisis, no
scrambling.”

« “Except for Six,”
Thursday, May 2,12:30
p-m. (banquet center) —
The one-hour Hospice
of Michigan documenta-

Come seeour brand new
state-of-the-artrepairfacility at

40475 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth, M1

© AY SBIKVHOI\

FREE

WINTER SAFETY

INSPECTION
I Includes: Battery & Charging System,
- Check & Fill all Fluid Levels, Brake &
Suspension Systems, & Condition of
i Tires. Call Today for an Appointment.

Expires 4-15-13.

$99.00

POT HOLE SPECIAL

Includes:

Tire Balance & Rotation,
& Front End Alignment
Valid at Don Massey Cadillac Plymouth only.

Mustbe presented attime ofwrite up. Valid on most
cars and light duty trucks. See dealer for details.

Expires 4-15-13.

Hours of operation: Mo
Tues., Wed., Fri. 7:30 am -

C all

Today

i p

20% OFF

ANY SERVICE, REPAIR,
PARTS, ACCESSORIES

& BOUTIQUE ITEMS
Up to $100 in Total Savings.

Valid at Don Massey Cadillac Plymouth only. Must be
presented at time o fwrite up. Not valid with any other
offers or in-store specials. Excludes tires. Does not
include sales tax, hazardous waste fees or shop supplies.

See dealer for details. Expires 4-15-13.

for an

FREE

L O A N R
With any colfision center repalr

We service all makes and models.
We are a direct repair facility for many
major insurance companies.

Full warranty on all repairs.

Expires 4-15-13.

n., Thurs. 7:30 am - 7:00 pm;
6:00 pm; Sat. 8:00 am -

A ppointm ent

A R

:00 pm

(734) 453-7500

www.donrnassevcadillac.corn

his first bill in February,
which offers small busi-
ness owners a six-month
grace period to correct a
violation of federal reg-
ulations without penal-
ty, as long as the violation
“doesn’t threaten or jeop-
ardize human life.”

On health care, Bentivo-
lio said even Congress
doesn’t know what the
Affordable Health Care
Act will cost. “We know it
will raise taxes, and bank-
rupt the country,” Ben-
tivolio said. “Even if tax-
es go up, we won't be able
to pay for it in six years.”

Hospice present series

ry film “Except for Six”
takes a subject Hospice
officials said “most of
us would rather ignore
and humanizes it. It is a
reflection on the time of
a person’s life that every-
one must eventually deal
with — the end of it.”
The Plymouth Cultur-
al Center is located at 525
Farmer in Plymouth. To
RSVP, call (734) 453-1234,
ext. 236.

Bentivolio compared
government health care
programs to his days
serving in the military
when he needed a pre-
scription. It took two days
from the pharmacy on the
base, when he could have
received the prescription
within two hours at a local
retail store, he said.

One of the attendees
asked Bentivolio what he
was doing to get his mes-
sage on government spend-
ing to the public. Bentivolio
said he created a video on
his website to discuss the
sequester. “Let’s putitin
perspective so that every-
one can understand it,”
Bentivolio said.

Bentivolio also has
opened an office on Com-
merce Township near M-
5 and Maple Road.

Immigration issue

On immigration, Ben-
tivolio said he expected to
tour the Arizona and New
Mexico borders in early
April to learn more about
the immigration issue.
Some immigrants cross
the border illegally to
enjoy the same economic
freedoms as Americans,
Bentivolio said: “They are
still breaking the law.”

Some who cross the
border illegally try to get
benefits, namely Social
Security, and even unem-
ployment, Bentivolio
said. Government agen-
cies are rated on the num-
ber of “customers” they
obtain for these benefits,

Pension recipients..

he’ said.

On the other hand, work-
ers are needed for jobs in
this country, he added. Pro-
duce is rotting in the fields
of Alabama, New Mexi-
co and Arizona because
no workers are available
to pick them, Bentivolio
said. “We are going to need
those workers,”” Bentivol-
io said. “My job is to look at
the pros and cons.”

Attendees at the break-
fast agreed with Bentivo-
lio on some of the issues.

Pamela Armon, com-
munity director of Oak-
mont in Livonia, attended
the breakfast with anoth-
er Oakmont employee.
“When you live here in
Livonia, it’s important to
know what is going on in
Washington,” Armon said.
On the issues, Armon
believed government
cant always take care
of everyone. “We have a
hard time taking care of
our own, let alone addi-
tional people from anoth-
er country,” she said.

Tom Karabatakis, owner
of Promotional Concepts,
thought Bentivolio was
honest and liked his dis-
cussion about regulations.
But Karabatakis was also
frustrated. “You hear
problems but not solu-
tions,”” Karabatakis said.
“You need some action to
find some solutions. It’s
frustrating. Everyone is
always talking about the
problems. You need some-
one to sit down and decide
to run with it.”

.have you been

offered the option to receive a lump
sum payment from your employer?

Cali us today to talk about what
options may be right for you.

Michael K. Klassa,

Ameriprise ©

Financial
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Financial Advisor
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One of the top returnees for Salem's varsity girls soccer team isjunior

defender Olivia Kaye (No. 8), shown during a 2012 game.

SPORTS

GIRLS SOCCER PREVIEW - PT.2

Duhl no stranger

to Salem soccer

By Tim Smith

Staff Writer

Scott Duhl knows all about the
Salemway, first as a first-team
all-state player in the 1990s
and then in recent
years as an assis-
tant coach to Ed
McCarthy.

Duhl also has
several years
under his belt as
acoachwithinthe  Duhl
Salem girls soccer
program, most recently in 2010.

That familiarity will help
Duhl as he succeeds Joe Nora
at the helm of the Salem varsi-
ty girls soccer team this season,
which began Wednesday night
against Livonia Churchill.

“Taking over for Joe Nora
will be very difficult,” empha-
sized Duhl, in arecent e-malil
to the UNSEIVEI". “Joe had over
100 career wins and had a lot

of soccer experience both play-
ing and coaching. Joe was also
a coach of mine as a youth play-
er growing up in Plymouth-Can-
ton.

“So, being that | coached
along side of him and had him
as a coach, | have high regard
for him and think he did agreat
job in his tenure.”

Duhl, an assistant for McCar-
thy since 2004, also has plenty
of sideline experience with elite
club programs. On his resume
are stints with the Michigan
Wolves ﬁ2007 to present), U16
CSAWolves Academy (2010 to
present) and Michigan Bucks
semiprofessional men’steam
(2011,2012).

Another as of Nora’s
coaching IE|Jhi osophy that Duhl
brings is his penchant for get-
ting the most out of what he has
onthe roster.

Please see SOCCER, B2

Chiefs score big to help out Kelly’'s Kidz

'The money we
donated is going
to do something
fantastic for

the community.
And thatis
more important
than the players
receiving a gift at
the banquet
PAIGE ARESCO,

Canton player

By Tim Smith

Staff Writer

Stuffing the ball
through baskets has noth-
ing over stuffing enve-
lopes to help Kelly’sKidz.

Just ask the Canton
varsity girls basketball
team, which at Sunday’s
team banquet donated a
check for an undisclosed
amount to me}Local (flhar
ity — money that wi
enable as many as eight
children with special
needs to play baseball in
the Miracle League later
this P]/ear
“The money we donated
is going to do something
fantastic for the com-
munity,” junior forward
Paige Aresco empha-
sized. “And that is more
important than the play-

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Here, Canton varsity girls basketball players listen to instruction from their coaches, Brian Samulski and Bob Blohm durin%
a 2012-13 game. The coaches also wanttheir players to be solid citizens off the court, asthey demonstrated with a recen

donation to Kelly's Kidz.

ers receiving a gift at the

banquet.”

Aresco and others on
the Chiefs already are
active in community ser-
vice, many through the
National Honor Society.

In November, noted
Aresco, the varsity team
went to the house of Kel-

ly’sKidz co-founder Kel-  be the way to go. fundraising endeavors as
ly Hermann (sister-in-law “Kelly'sKidzissucha  well asthrough the sale
of Canton girlsbasketball ~fantastic organization,” of concessions at home
coach Brian Samulski) to  Aresco said. “And since . Funds were ear-
stuff envelopes for their ~ we are familiar with marked for Kelly’sKidz
fundraising efforts. The ~ them, we thought they instead of for player gifts
players have done sofor ~ would be aperfect chari-  suchas coffee mugs or
the past several years.' ty to donate to.” computer mouse pads.
This year, it was decid- The team collected
ed time and. moneywould  money through various Please see DONATION, B4

GIRLS TENNIS

PREVIEW - PT. 1

Tennis coaches
see potential
By Tim Smith

Salem’'s and Canton’s

varsity girls tennis teams

will have a different
look in 2013, but coaches

remain optimistic for the

coming season.
According to Salem

coach Lin Ware, the

influx of four freshmen

to the roster should spark
the Rocks —who already
feature fourth-year varsi-

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ty player Ashley Walker
at No. 1singles.
There’sno doubt that
Walker is the key player.
The senior is described
by Ware as “abig hitter

BILL BRESLER
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Ashley Walker, shown in this

with an all-around game”

Among the best

gratulated by teammate

DurinP the 2012-13 varsit% girls bowling season, Plymouth's Emily Fraser (lef
aitlyn Webb after throwing a strike. Both were selected
to the All-Observer team, which is profiled on B3.

who is slated to play

file photo, is beglnnln? her
fourth season with Salem's
varsity girls tennis team.

women’stennis at Wayne

State University. volleyball player and hes
1) is con- “One of the freshmen been a club tennis player
R we picked up is Chelsea for anumber of years.”

Yu who will move high

Ware said returning

into the singles lineup,”

Ware noted. “Chelseais a

Please see TENNIS, B3

TIM SMITH, EDITOR
tsmith@hometownlife.com

(734)469-4128

Canton youth

grid camps

Several Canton
Chiefs football camps
are just around the
corner.

* From June 10-13
and July 15-18 (5-7:30
p.m. for each Mon-
day-through-Thursday
sessmn] isthe Canton
Foothall Skills Camp
for kids entering

rades seven-nine in
the fall. Call Canton
freshman head coach
Rich Mui at (248) 229-
2738 for more infor-

mation.

* The Canton Foot-
ball Wing T Camp is
slated to take place 2-5
p.m. Monday, June 17,
and 5-8 p.m. Tuesday,
June 18, through
Thursday, June 20. It
isfor pIa%ers entering
grades 10-12. Call Can-
ton varsn%/ head coach
Tim Baechler at (734)
455-7691 for more
information.

* From Monday,
June 24, through
Thursday, June 27,
(from 9.a.m. to noon
each day) will be
the Canton Football
Fundamental Camp,
for youngsters enter-
ing grades three-six
in the fall. For more
information, contact
Enza Lanava at (313)
300-1173

All'of the sessions
will take place at the
Canton High School
varsity football field.

League seeks

football alums

Full-contact alumni
football games are on
the way to the Plym-
outh-Canton area, and
Alumni Football USA'is
on the lookout for past
high school players
to join the fledgling
circuit. o

The organization
(located at the Alum-
niFoothallUSA.com
Web site) is organizing
afull-contact football
game "representing
your old school against
atop rival."

According to a press
release from media di-
rector Christie RaYburn
of Alumni Football
USA, "These are com-
plete high school rules

ames. We organize
the event and supply
all e(iwpment. You
%utpp"y the greatest
its

~Go to the website
listed above or call
(866) U-Get-Hit for
more information.
Only the first 40 Play-
ers per roster will gét
to play.

Canton girls
lacrosse
clinics

The sport of girls
lacrosse is still grow-
ing, and yo.unPsters
interested in learning
to play the sport have
a grreat opportunity.

‘The Canton Chiefs
%wls lacrosse team is

osting lacrosse clinics
for elementary and
middle school kids on
Saturday, April 20.

From 10 am.to
noon will be the clinic
for elementary school
students; the middle
school clinic will be
from noon to 2 p.m.
The cost is $35, with
no experience re-
quired.

To register, go
through Plymouth-
Canton Community
Education at (734)
416-2937 or go to’
communityeducation.
pces.k12.mi.us for
more information.


mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
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Blazers thaw out, best Churchill

By Brad Emons

Observer Staff W riter

At least the sunwas
out Friday afternoon
despite the linger-
ing winter-like weath-
er conditions and tem-
peratures still hovering
below 40.

Livonia Ladywood and
host Livonia Churchill,
however, were able to
launch their 2013 girls
soccer season on time.

And it was Ladywood
that was basking in the
sun following a 2-1 victo-
ry over the Chargers as
junior Jenna Urso tallied
the game-winning goal
with only 13:54 remain-
ing off an assist from
fellow junior Abigail
Pelon.

“This is the second
timgbvgeg/e I?]eeg outs(ijgi/e,
maybe the third,” Lady-
wood coach Ken Shin-
gledecker said. “We've
been inside the whole
week, not outside one
time. | think they’ve
been in the same boat.
This weather has been
unbelievable.”

The Blazers, com-
ing off a21-3-2 sea-
son, struck first for a 1-
0 advantage on senior
Domenique Sarnecky’s
goal, set up from senior
defender Liz Danger
with just 1:14 to play in
the opening half.

“We have a different
look to us, obviously,”
said Shingledecker, who
lost leading scorer Kel-
ly Capoccia (24 goals)
and top playmaker Paige
Brennan (27 assists) to
graduation. “When you
take Paige and Kelly out
of the equation, it’sa dif-
ferent team. We have
lots of good players.
How they mix together
... we'll wait and see.”

The Blazers were miss-
ing starting goalkeeper
Sara Even and veteran
forward DeYana Walk-
er, both whom were out
with injuries.

“The possession side
of things was spot on,”
Shingledecker said.

“Then it’'sa matter of
putting the final touches
onthings ... you've got
to score when you pos-
sess the ball like we did.
We're going to have to
get goals from an abun-
dance of people. It’snot
going to be one. ‘Dom’
can do it. And when DeY-
anais here, she'll doit.
And Jenna showed she
can do it. We have lots of
W players and we just
ave to take care of busi-
ness. And they will.”

Keeping it close

Churchill was forced
to defend its end for
most of first half, but the
Chargers kept it a one-
goal game thanks to the
goalkeeping of senior
Alexis Tzafaroglou.

“She (Tzafaroglou)
made all the right deci-
sions today,” Churchill
first-year coach Reid
Friedrichs said. “She
made a lot of great
saves by being in the
right spot. She made a
great save right there at
the end by coming out.

It was a little unlucky
on their game-winner
because she made anoth-
er great decision. If my
goalie can make the
decisions Alexis makes
— putting herself in the
right spots all the time
—then we’re going to be
a lot better for it.”

Churchill made a game
of it with 17:22 left in the
match on junior Kelsey
Parrinello’s goal from
junior Kacie Murray.

But Urso’s goal just
3:38 later proved to be
the difference. .

Whitney Bauriedl, fill-
ing in for Even in goal,
received solid play from
her defense, led by left
back Marissa Ozog, a
junior.

“l thought Marissa was
excellent,” Shingledeck-
er said. “She’salways
a big part of our attack
coming out of the back
line and | thought she
was really, really good
today.

“And (junior) Emily

Huddleston is as a good
amidfielder as any-
body in the state. | like
our team. We've just got

to take care of business .

and score goals.”

Meanwhile, despite
very limited practice
time outdoors, Fried-
richs may have found
a starter in sophomore
Sediga Nedam.

“l needed a fast
defender,” the Churchill
coach said, “someone
who could start and han-
dle the pressure of a
game.... | was look-
ing for one for days and
Sediga plays outside
mid and | put her in the
center back. When she
came out, they (Lady-
wood) scored and when
she came back in they
didn’t score. She was our
best player on the field
for us in the first half.
She did a great, great job
for being In a new posi-
tion. She'sa sophomore
and was thrown in the
middle because shewas
needed there and she
responded really well.
She did great.”

Sore other Chargers
also put in a good work
rate as well.

“Kelsey Parrinel-
lo played avery good
game,” Friedrichs said.
“Lauren Wynns, the
freshman, played well
up top, as well as Karly
Munroe in the midfield.
Rachel Tomassi played
well in the back. We did
apretty good job.”

Despite the loss, Fried-
richs was upbeat about
his team’s play head-
ing in to two tough
road matches this week
against Northville (Mon-
day) and Salem (Wednes-
day).

“For where we've
been, we've come along
way,” said the Churchill
coach, who inherited
a4-10-5 squad from a
year ago. “l enjoyed our
effort and | was very
pleased.”

bemons@ hometown life.com

(313) 222681
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PHOTOS BY RENA LAVERTY

Mitchell Heard (No. 15) of the Plymouth Whalers, shown from earlier this season, is one

of many play
against Sarnia.

W halers

W 1IN

The Plymouth Whal-
ers are within reach ofa
sweep of their first-round
OHL Westermn Conference
playoff series against Sar-
nia, following Monday’s5
2vi|ctory in Garr;g
Plymouth jumped out to
a2-0lead atjihe RBC Cen+
tre in Samniabefore the
contest was four minutes
old with Rickard Rake-
Tland Ryan Hartman find-
ing the ran inst Sti
godlie AR
After Samia gotonthe
board at 5:57, when Nick-
oOlas Latta scored an unas-
sisted goal against Plym-
outh netminder Alex
Nedeljkovic, the Whalers
regained atwo-goal edge
before the period ended.
Making it 3-1 at 10:49
of the first was Stefan
Noesen, onaplay set upby
Cody Payne and Vince Tro-
check (three assists).
Hartr(nan’s secnrt} ofthe
game, from Trocheckand
TbhmWilson, apenedup a4-
llead with 13:05to play in
the middle starza.
Both teams scored in
the third, with Rakell ?(ar
nering his second mark-
er of the contest at 16:49,
Assisting were Noesen and
Sebastian Uvira.
Nedeljkovic won for
the third straight game
against Samia, making 19
saves. Anderson stopped
39 of 44 shots directed his

way.
The Whalers will have a

chance to sweepthe series

7p.m. Wednesday in Sar-

SOCCER

Continued from page BL

High hopes

He doesn't expect that
to change this spring, as
the Rocks look to make
sone noise in the KLAA
Central Division despite
being relatively young.

“l have hi%h expec-
tations for the group,”
Duhl said. “WWe're going
tobe ateam that at every
moment of the game has
11 very capable young
women making good
choices.

“We might not have a
dream team player onthe
roster, but we have alot
of very good players that
want to win and compete
at the highest level.”

Leading the way onthe
field will be senior for-
wards Emily Barfuss and
Emma Tardiff, who are
both “capable of scor-
ing goals but are very
much different how they
goabout the game. Emi-

SPORTS ROUNDUP

Football clinic

The Livonia Steven-
son Youth Football Clinic
for students currently in
grades 2-6 will be from 9
am. to 12:15 p.m. Satur-
day, May 18 at the high
school turf field.

The camp is free.
Check-in starts at 9a.m.
at the school’'s north caf-
eteria. Clinic T-shirts are
available for $8 (must be
received by May 16.

from

layers making offensive contributions in the team's first-round OHL series

One

SwWeep

Ryan Hartman, shown from earlier this season, scored
twice for the Plymouth Whalers in Game 3 Monday night

against Sarnia.

nia. But if the Sting stave
off elimination, the teams
will reconvene 7 p.m Fri-
day at Compuware Arena
for Game5.

Plymouth openedthe
best-of-7 series with Fri-
day’s 11-2 rout at Conpu-
ware. On Saturday, the
Whalers hung onfora 32
home victory before just
under 3,000 fans.

Zach Lorentz and Mitch-
ell Heard each hada goal
and an assist with Wilson
scoring the other goal for

ly’senergy and ability to
beat people off the drib-
ble will cause opporents
fits while Emmais a play-
maker and more of atar-
get player.”

Forward/midfield-
ers Nancy Krutty and
Alli Eggenberger, also
seniors, are expected to
be catalysts aswell.

“Baoth will play criti-
cal rolesrf]gr usif weare

ing to have any suc-
dess Duhl noted

Other returnees include
juniors Olivia Kaye, Tay-
lor Jaaska and Kati Bins-
field.

Kaye is Salem’sbest
defender who is an excel-
lent passer and student
of the game while Jaaska
is poised under pressure
while Binsfield isrelent-
less onthe pitch.

“All three will play crit-
ical roles in the back-
line, defending and help-

ing build the aswe
come forward,” he said.
Perhaps the team’s most

talented player is sopho-
more Kylie Knight, who

For more information,
e-mail Stevenson varsi-
ty football coach Matt
Fielder at mfielder@livo-
niapublicsehools.org.

Gymnastics camp
The 2013 Livonia Blue
summer gymnastics
camp will offer three
sessions (four days
each) for ages 11-and-
up from 4-7 p.m. Monday
through Friday, June 17-

Plymouth.

The contestwas 1-1 after
20 minutes before Lorentz
and Wilson each scored in
the second stanzato make
it a3-1 contest entering the
third. A power-play goal
by Samia’sReid Bouch-
er closedthe gaptoa godl
and Samia kept pressing,
outshoating the Whalers
13-7inthe frame.

Nedeljkovic heldthe
fort, however, and Samia
could not send the game to
overtime.

can play in the back or at
midfield.

Junior Morgan Siterlet
is a solid passer and strik-
er “whowe will rely onto
cover lots of ground and
to play a ton of minutes,”
Duhl said.

Freshmen with a good
chance to make animpact
are defender Leah Mos-
si and midfielder Caroline
Simko.

He described Mossi as
“fast, and ater-
rific passer” and Simko
as a player with the abili-
ty “to score from distance
aswell as make the right
pass in the final moment.”

Otlhers who Euhl Iist%(il
as players with potenti
to IEn)eIEJ/ the musg(i)nclude
senior defender/midfield-
ers Sarah Martin and
Madie Kummer, juniors
Emily Hawks, Beth Mill-
er, Alexa Norman, (goal-
ie) Aly Mann and sopho-
mores Hayley Rodgers
and Kaitlyn Pelech.

tsmith@ hometownlife.com

(734)469-4128

20, July 15-18 and Aug.
19-22 at the Churchill
High School gymnastics
room.

The cost is $70 (one
week), $130 (two weeks)
or $180 (three weeks).

The registration dead-
line is Friday, June 7.

For more informa-
tion, e-mail Livonia Blue
coach Lisa Broomfield
at MissLisa621@yahoo.
com.


mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
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The PlymouthWildcats’var-  GIRLS LACROSSE tory was goalie anWieloch.  has 12 in two games) with ) ) ) _
sity girls lacrosse team didn't “We were really able to get Nowicki and Holmquist each seniors Katie Vena, Julia Mei-
need long to kick things into followed upwith Tuesday's229  offense going early,” Plymouth  registering one goal. Wieloch reles and Abi Collingwood will
high gear this season romp over Dexter. head coachBob Hill said. ‘“We  was stellar in goal with eight be the top players in the doubles
After two games, both victo- Against the Dreadnaughts, wonthe majority ofthedraws ~ sawes. lineup.
ries, Plymouthenjoyeda29-12  senior captain Haley Saanson  and that always leads to soor- “The first game isthe onel Others onthe squad do bring
edge in scoring over opponents  scored seven goals while fresh-  ing chances, which we were amalways nervous about,” Hill  plenty of club tennis experience.
Dexter and North Farmington-  man Natalie Nowicki scored six  able to capitalize on.” said. “But Haley scored some “While we will be a young team,
Harrison. and Ah Holmquist chipped in In the win over North-Harri-  timely goals and Megan keptus | think they all have good ten-
On Monday, the Wildcats post-  with five. son, the big gun wes Saanson in the game all night. I’'m glad nis backgrounds that will keep us
eda 7-3win over the Hawks and Making nine stopsfor thevic-  with five markers (shealready  to be out of there with awin.” co_r(;rpetitive in the KLAA,” Ware
said.
" The Rocks Orece(rjtttjltyj l;Iied for
Irst in an Indoor es tour-
SPORTS ROUNDUP nament, “Midnite Madness” at
Sign up for 'Cats grades 4-7 will have the chance Madonna hes had its first 14) and noon2 p.m. (ages & HVTC.
softball clinic to sign up for the “Hoops” camp  three WHAC series altered due  16), Monday through Thurs- Salem was scheduled to open
settotake place 1-3pm Mon-  toweather and hesbeenidle day, April 14, the Jaycee Park,  the season\Wednesday against
Hurry upifyouare asoftball  day, June 24, through Thursday,  since March 9. located at 19800 Mayfield Livonia Churchill. _
player interested ingettingup ~ June 27, at Canton. Thking part The Madonna softball team, Street, Livonia. Meanwhile, Canton will have a
to speed for the 2013 season will be the coaching staffsfrom  10-11 overall, returns to action The costofthe four-daycame  streamlined roster in 2013, but
The Plymouth Wildcats Soft-  Plymouth, SalemandCanton. It~ at4 p.m. Wednesday whenits is $75 (includes T-shirt). ore that coach Barb Lehmann
ball Clinic will take place Satur-  costs $60to signup, withcamp-  newly renovated field will be TheWolves/Hanks Academy ~ seespromisein.
day, April 13, inthe Plymouth ers receiving a T-shirt. rededicated against non-confer-  for boys and girls ages 49 will ~ “Thelevel of skillisagreat
High School gymnasium, 8400 For both basketball camps, g~ ence foe Albion College. be from 6:15-7:30 p.m. Mon- improvement from last year with
N. Beck Road in Carton. to www.communityeducation. ) days and Wednesdays, April Jennifer Ghandour and Cait-
For just $45 per session, pces.ki2.mi.us to sign up. Young gridders 8through May 22, at Jaycee lin Orr as senior members of the
receive lunch, aT- . sought Park. team,” noted Lehmann inane-
shirt and FAST instruction Birney scores 3 For information, visit michi-  mail tothe O0SEIVer.
—for Fundamentals, Agility, Kylie Birney of Plymouth The Washtenaw Saints Foot- garwol .com; or email 'Returning senior captain and
Speed and Techniques. (Livonia Ladywood) hada ball Team, of the Christian Ath-  dbradleyl515@shcglobal.net. singles player Hannah Ferree
There will be intermediate multi-goal game Sunday for the  letic League of America, is look- will be instrumental to the team’s
and advanced sessions. University of Detroit Mercy ing for interested young men Steelheaders meet success in the KLAA South—not

The registration deadline is
Friday, March 29. Make checks
payable to Plymouth Wildcats
Softball and mail to Cindy Ser+
kbeil, 7506 Andover Drive, Can
tonM1 48187.

Girls hoop camps

» The Canton High School

irls basketball is slated

or 7-830p.m y, June 3,

through Thursday, June 6. It is
for girls entering grades 7-10.
Canton’sbasketball staff will
oversee the proceedings. The
costtoregister is $60, including
acamp T-shirt.

» Meanwhile, girls goinginto

women’slacrosse team, but it
wasn't enoughina 12-10lossto
the Winthrop Eagles.

MU baseball
postponed

The Wolverine-Hoosier Ath-
letic Conference baseball series
between No. 24 Madonna Uni-
versity and Davenport slated
for March 23-24 at Hitch Ball-
park has been postponed due to
cold temperatures and snowin
the forecast.

Per WHAC palicy, two of the
four games will be made upat a
later date.

(grades 6-12) to join the team
for the upcoming 2013 fall sea
Tn

There are notryouts and
everyone will get achance to
compete. Practices start in July
and will be run out of Domino’s
Farms in Ann Arbor.

Tobe added to the contact list

lease contact coach John\Weis-

rg at (734) 9264513 or by e-

mail at weisbergjohn@aol.com.

Soccer camps

The Michigan Wolves/Hawks
Soccer Club will stage a spring
break boys and girls soccer
camp from 911 am (ages 6-

April 2

Captains Dave Engel and Bill
Bale of Best Chance Too Char-
ters will be the featured speak-
ers for the Metro West Steele-
haders meeting at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, April 2, at the Livonia
Senior Citizens Center, 15218
Farmington Road.

Learn about Lake Michigan
charter boat fishing for king
and coho salmon, steelhead,
lake and brown trout. All meet-
ings are opento the public.

For more information, call
Jim Robertson at (734) 383-
2790.

only on the court but as ateam
leader.

Sowill singles player Maddison
Johnson, not to mention Ghan-
dour and Orr.

“We have a number of juniors
that have played all year,” Lehm-
ann continued. “Due to the court
play | have seen, it will be one of
the best seasons.”

Lehmann’slineup is still tak-
ing shape, with the official oper-
er set for April 9 against Wayne
Memorial.

Note: Preview information about
Plymouth will be published in an
upcoming issue of the Observer.


http://www.communityeducation
mailto:weisbergjohn@aol.com
mailto:dbradleyl515@sbcglobal.net
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Continued from page Bl

That check was pre-
sented to Hermann at
the team’s
awards banquet. She was
there with her 10-year-
old daughter Maggie, the
inspiration behind the
charity. Maggie has cere-

bral palsy.

More than sports

“It is really special to
know that the money we
are donating is going to
help multiple families,”
noted Aresco, adding
that the players are fully
aware that “there is more
to life than just sports.
Sometimes student-ath-
letes get so caught up in
sports that they forget
there are other important
aspects of life.”

According to Hermann,
the word about Kelly’s
Kidz and what it does to
help families with special
needs children continues
to grow thanks to such
selfless efforts.

It should be noted that
other student-athletes
and teams at Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park
also contribute time to
serve Kelly’sKidz.)

“When | spoke at the
banquet,” Hermann'said,
“the one thing that |
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Canton girls basketball players pose with 10-year-old Maggie Hermann (front row, fourth from right), the inspiration behind Kelly's Kidz. during
Sunday's team banquet following donation of a check to the local charity.

notice every year when
the players come over

is that there always one
or two girls that show

an interest and begin to
ask questions about Mag-
gie. Or why we dowhat
we do.

“And it is my belief
that it only takes a few
to begin to make a dif-
ference in the lives of
many.”

Kelly’sKidz is anot-
for-profit organization
run out of her home. Just

Blazers embark

on bid for encore

By Brad Emons
Observer Staff Writer

The 2012 girls softball
seasonwes nothing short
of remarkable for onearea
team- Livonia Ladywood.

The Blazers finished 40-
2 and captured their first-
ever MHSAA state cham+
pionshipwhenthey defeat-

ed Sagi-
GIRLS

SOFTBALL Valley,

0, for the
coveted
Division 2title.

Topping the season
in 2013 will be a daunt-
ing task for the Blazers,
especially after losing
four-year pitcher Briana
Combs (Cleveland State),
Miss Softball and the
Michigan Gatorade Play-
er of the Year, alongwith
catcher Allyssa Kashat
(Davenport University)
and second baseman Carli
SanMillan (University of
Findlay).

But back-up pitcher Lau-
ren Hayes, the heroin
last year'sstate final after
Combs went down with
aleginjury, will toethe
slab full-time this season
with the help of returning
infielders Celeste Fidge,
Haley Lavwence and
Andria Gietl.

And sixth-year Lady-
wood coach Scott Conbs
has not backed off from
putting together ancther
challenging schedule.

“We have scheduled
every tough Division 1
team and pitcher that we
canfind,” Combs said.
“By tournament time our
underclassmenwill know
our systemand strongly
contribute.”

Next-door neighbors
Westland Huron Val-
ley Lutheran (20-5) and
Lutheran High Westland
(16-16) will nowbutt heads
in the Blue Division of the
Michigan Independent
Athletic Conference.

Huron Valley, which cap-
tured the MIAC Redand
Division 4 district titles last
season, virtually retums
its entire starting lineup
ledby pitch-
er Julie St John, the MIAC
MVP and secondteamAll-
Observer selection.

Lutheran Westland also
returns its top two pitch-
ersin Emily
Hahn and junior Lindsey
Ermert.
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under $400,000 has been
generated in five years
with that money helping
nearly 60 families, she
said.

As described onthe
organization’swebsite,
Kelly’sKidz was creat-
ed “to provide financial
assistance and resourc-
es to physically-impaired
children with special
needs and to create an
opportunity for them to
lead the best life” that
they can.

“l think a lot of these
(basketball players) are
touched by the reality
that these special needs
kids are just like they
are,” she noted. “They
just function in a differ-
entway.”

Samulski, meanwhile,
had high praise for the
players and their fami-
lies.

“ think it'sabsolute-
ly anesome that the

ents and players
%oached ﬁae)\//vith this

idea about donatingto a
charity instead of getting
each player a small gift

at the banquet,” Samul-
ski stressed. “l amvery
fortunate to be coaching
at Canton, each year we
have outstanding student-
athletes in our program
arrlmd that i k|)s because angf n
their upbringin their

ocstaning fanies,

“ thlnk this isa great
example of how great our
players and parents are.
They truly understand

it’snot only about bas-
ketball but it'salso about
teaching' life lessons and
giving back to the com+
munity when you can.”

For information about Kelly's
Kidz, go to www.kellyskidz.
net. For information about
the Miracle League (which
has a field in Plymouth), go
to www.miracleleagueof-
plymouth.org.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 469-4128

M U softball back home sub-.500

The Madonna Uni-
versity women’s soft-
ball team split a pair of
games March 9towind
up 8-10 on its spring trip
at the Tucson (Ariz.)
Invitational Games at
Lincoln Park.

Erin Mayes (2-for-4)
and Emma Cook each
knocked in two runs,

while Bree Crampton
pitched a four-hit, com-
plete-game shutout in an
8-0 victory over Purdue
North Central (Ind.).
Crampton struck out
seven and did not allow
awalk in seven innings
to even her record at 4-4.
Karleigh Creighton
(North Farmington) also

added two hits.

The loss dropped
North Central to 1-3.

In the nightcap, Carly
Land held the Crusaders
to five hits over seven
innings as No. 22-ranked
William Penn (la.) rolled
toan 82 win.

Molly Miller went 2-
for-4 with three RBI

for William Penn (11-6),

while Arielle Cox

two hits inalosing cause.
Crampton, the los-

ing pitcher, allowed

five earned runs on five

hits and five walks in

2.2 innings before giv-

ing way to Carlee Meek,

who worked the final 3.1

innings.

Familiar face returns to Madonna

By Brad Emons
Staff Writer

Mark Zathey has come
full circle.

No stranger to Madon-
na University athletics,
Zathey played soccer
for the Crusaders from
1994-97 and coached
the MU women to five
straight Wolverine-Hoo-
sier Athletic Conference
titles, including a trip to
the NAIA Nationals in
2005.

The 36-year-old Zathey,
a Livonia Churchill High
grad, will take over the
Madonna men’s pro-
gram, replacing Eric
Scott, who resigned Feb.
8to coach the Albion Col-
lege women’steam.

“l am excited about this
opportunity,” said Zathey,
who resides in Redford.
“This step in my coach

Triple Threat
cagers

Canton-based Triple
ThreatTraining is opening
the doors for sixth-grade
%lrls interested injoining

3, abrand new travel
basketball team.

Spokesman Dominique
Washington said sixth-
graders would play in
eightto 10 tournaments
throughout the local area.

A parentinformation
meeting is slated for 7
Elm Friday, April 5, at

igh Velotity {located on
Michigan Avenue west
of Canton Center Road),
where more details about
practice times and tour-
namentlocations will be
presented.

Parents want-
ing more information
can send an email to
TnpleThreatTramm MI@
gman .com or call (734)

41-1336.

Football coaches
Livonia Franklin is
seeking two assistant
football coaches for the
2013 season.
Applicants must be able

ing

ing jour-
ney is one
that isavery
emotional
one. Madon-
nawas very
much a sec-
ond home
for me when
| was a student-athlete
and later a coach. Both
soccer programs have a
rich history.

“l look forward to the
opportunity to serve the
men’s program and hope
to continue to build upon
the shoulders of the pre-
vious players and coach
es who gave somuch to
the game.”

Under Scott, MU fin-
ished 22-24-7 during his
three seasons, whic
included aWHAC play-
off championship and
an NAIA National Tour-
nament appearance in

2011

“I’mvery pleased that
we were able to get such
agreat coach and even
better person in Mark,”
MU athletic director
Bryan Rizzo said. “His ¢
roots with Madonna soc:
cer date back to the
mce%on of the program

has remaine
a strong supporter of
both the men’sand wom-
en’'steams through the
years. | ’'m excited for the
future of the program.”

A three-time selection
as WHAC Coach of the
Year (2002, '04, ’05), 21 of
Zathey’swomen’splay-
ers earned first-team
All-WHAC honors.

All five of Zathey’s
teams were ranked in
the NAIA Coaches’ top *
25 poll at some point dur-
ing the season with 2005
team landing at No. 8

SPORTS ROUNDUP

to demonstrate knowl-
edge and proven ability
totrain and teach the fun-
damentals with prior high
SChOd coaching experi-

For more information,
e-mail Franklin varsi-
ty coach Chris Kelbert at
ckelbert@livoniapublic-
schools.org.

Foul shot contest
The third annual Sons
of American Legion Post

32-Livonia Youth Free
Throw championship

will be frorh 9a.m. until
noon, Saturday, April 6,
at Memorial Church of
Christ gymnasium, 35475
Five Mile Road (between
Levan and Farmington
roads).

First place and runner-
up trophies will be award-
ed, along with door priz-
es, for the following age
groups; 6-and-under, 7-8,
910and 11-12.

The cost is $5 per par-
ticipant (payable at reg-
istration) will all pro-
ceeds going to Blum’s
Landing, a Michigan
bed and breakfast for
returning wounded vet-

:m ' MR 3vHxMWiimm "M

erans.

Former Grand Valley
State and University of
Michigan basketball play-
er Jerret Smith will also
be making an appear-
ance.

For more information,
call Charles Wagner at
(248) 420-8472.

Pom pon clinic

The Livonia Steven-
sonvarsity pom pon
squad will stage a clinic
for grades three through
high school from 9am. to
1p.m. Saturday, April 20
at the high schodl field-
house.

Included in the $25 cost
isalight snack, CD and T-
shirt. (You must be regis-
tered by Friday, April 5.)

For more information,
email Kelly Sikorski at
kelsikorski@sbcglobal.
net

Senior softball

A newly formed team in
the 65-and-over Westemn
Wayne County Suburban
Softball League is seek-
ing slow-pitch players the
summer season, which
runs from May through

s L.

Zathey is the women’s
soccer leader in career
wins (71), posting a 71-
21-12 mark in his five
seasons for a .740 win-
ning percentage.

A member of the first-
ever MU men’s soc-
certeamin 1994 and a
two-time team captain,
Zathey is a 2000 gradu-
ate of Madonna with a
degree in history and a
certificate in secondary
education.

Zathey also earned
amasters degree in
sports administration
from Wayne State and
has served as an adjunct
instructor at MU.

Zathey was the techni-
cal director for the Mich-
igan Rush and the direc-
tor of the boys Michigan
State Youth Soccer Asso-
ciation Olympic Devel-
opment Program.

t

August.

Games will be played
*at 10a.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays in the Livo-
nia, Canton and Westland
areas.

The league is governed
by ASA senior slow-pitch
rules. A nominal fee will
be assessed to cover inci-
dental team and league
EXPENSES.

For more information,
call Bob Mosher (734)
502-7477 or Doug Curry
at (248) 767-0828.

Steelheads meet

ins Dave Engel
and Bill Bale of Best
Chance Too Charters will
be the featured speakers
for the Metro West Steel-
ehaders meeting at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 at the
Livonia Senior Citizens
Center, 15218 Farming-
ton Road.

Learn bout Lake Mich-
igan charter boat fishing
for king and coho salmon,
steelhead, lake and brown
trout. All meetings are
opento the public.

For more information,
call Jim Robertson at
(734)383-2790.


http://www.kellyskidz
http://www.miracleleagueof-plymouth.org
http://www.miracleleagueof-plymouth.org
mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:ckelbert@livoniapublic-schools.org
mailto:ckelbert@livoniapublic-schools.org
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Egg hunt benefits

kids

By Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Youngsters will hunt
for Easter eggs on Good
Friday at Newburg Unit-
ed Methodist Church
in Livonia, but will give
away the goodies cor+
nected with their search.

“Basically, | wanted to
turn an hunt upside
down. V\?egtgried to pl?/e
the traditional egg hunta
twist,” said Rachel Ben-
ton, director of Fami-
ly and Children’sMinis-
try for the church. “This
is something new we’re
trying out this year. We
wanted to offer some-
thing for the community
... to celebrate Easter ina
meaningful way.”

Children will col-
lect plastic eggs and
thentrade themin for a
chance to create a “birth-
day kit for achild in
foster care at the Unit-
ed Methodist Children’s
Home in Redford. They’ll
choose a cake mix, frost-
ing, party supplies, bal-
loons and other compo-
nents of abirthday cele-
bration. They’'ll also dec-
orate a gift bag to contain
the items.

The church will donate
100 birthday kits to the
foster care facility. Ben-
ton said the activity helps
young participants learn
howto give to others.

The egg hunt is one of
several events planned
during the Easter Fair
that will run 11:30am.--
2p.m., March 29, at the
church, 36500 Ann Arbor
Trail, between Wayne
Road and Newburgh.

INn foster care

Children who egg hunt on Good Friday at Newburg United
Methodist Church, will get a chance to build birthday kits
for youngsters in foster care. Kits will contain cake mix,
frosting and birthday party supplies.
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GRAHAM,
EWING "DALE"
March 23, 2013 age 86 of West-
land. Beloved hushand of the late
Gloria. Dear father of Sandra
"Donald) Holzhazusen, Dwayne
Tammy), and Cynthia (Danny)
Costantino. Brother of Wayne.
Grandfather of ten and great
grandfather of many. Funeral

LeVINE,

DR. SEYMOUR EARL
Age 82, of Livonia, Mich-
igan, died March 22,
2013. Dr. Levine was a
 retired Lieutenant Colo-
nel in the Air Force and an edu-
cator in Livonia Public Schools.
Beloved husband for 58 %/ears of
Maxine LeVine. Cherished fa-

PAWLAK,
ROSEMARY A
Age 76, March 26, 2013. Be-
loved wife of the late Alfred Sr.
Dear mother of Renee (Paul)
Fershee, Toniann (Kim) Taylor,
Michael (K|m2 and ‘the  late
Alfred Jr. ~ Mother-in-law of Di-
ane _Pawlak. Grandmother _of
Daniel, Cory, Avory, Benjamin
Connor, Joey and the late Erika.
Sister of Joanna McK.aﬁ. Visita-
tion Friday 3-9 pm with an eve-
ning Rosary. Funeral service Sat-
urday. 10am at the John N.
Santeiu & Son_Funeral Home,
1139 N, Inkster Rd., Garden City
(Btwn. Ford Rd. & Cherry Hill).
www santeiufuneralhome.com

childrenwhopartici-  Benton saidthe church's  fopmees {100, The V'btean‘gnsﬁran Monica_ LeVine cRngn Moty
pate in six activities will  pastor chose Good Friday  10am. Visitation at the funeral (i & érlglrjlge gr%rr?d}/gthera\”g)f
receive asmall prizeand  for the fair because fam- home Tuesdaz 2-9om. Burial 10 Anihony * Motisi” and Talia
: ilies—including thase %ke place atL,ark\,/lew M-ew.o““ Motisi. Loving brother of Ronald
“We'll have a couple planning to attend Wayne pﬁTsfeL‘."eW | o (Doralee) LeVine. Dear brother-
of crafts, cookie deco- County’sannual Marsh- Tibutes at www.uhtfh.com, {R'la}Nt OfD SusBant Goldgerl%band,
rating, games like bean  mallow Drop at nearby Ak suvived ebryr an(;indf/)'s thil-
pagtoss, Benton said. Nankin Mill in Westland dren, Dr. Carrie’ (Major Derek
We have aninterac- —might be more likely Oliver) Preston and Casey Pres-
tive Bible story that will to drive by and drop in. U h t ton, and many loving ‘nieces,
run through the entire “It’sunconventional, FUNERAL HOME nephesv%/% \5?835@5 l\ﬁ?)deBwS' RIMER
i S i eogee XS0y = MARCHISAT ZIDPMAT  MARVIN DANIEL
r ry. It pEopi¢ IRA KAUFMAN CHAPEL. Age 85. March 24, 2013,
ends with the Resurrec- to come and enjoy their 948-569-0020 Marvin was the loving
tion. V\_Et%he story in _tlma(ke)éogtétggr. IEasttz;]CI lN[/EAi'\EASE’l\\llI\é\IT()ﬁREAT husband of the |%te |E|?a_
engaging and age-appro-  is about 'slove nor Rimer (McPhail) for
priate ways.” the gift of life. Our hope CEMETERY IN HOLLY. 46 years_and the (Iate Do?othy
Youngsterswill geta  is that by offering this www.irakaufman.com Rimer (Fhomas), for 11 e
chance to participate event, families will be Daniel (Helene) and Ted and be-
in the story by waving able to experience the loved son of 2he late John and
palms, tasting “Last Sup-  components of that nar- OLESNAVAGE Martha Rimer. He is also sur-
per” bread, and visiting rative.” _ JOSEPH \dnved by his Iovlmg Egrandsch|l-
Jesus' tomb. _ The church will hold Joseph Olesnavage, age 92, of Err%?fyjfﬁcsilc}g’emléy & Efin, Sara
It'sour hopethatthey  its Good Friday service Lexington, ~ formerly ~ Birming-  brotier ~John ' Marvin — was
The fair isaimed at For more information is surv,wed by his wife Jeannette @indair and ~brothers; Russell
families with infants, tod-  call (734) 422-0149 or MFféHWAL'E'\'LSB (Charller),hS sons Johnk(M Brgar-and_Donald (Tin%/) and_ step
dlers and elementary- visit Www.newburgumc. CL ef), Joseph. (Sue), Mark (udy). pyother Roger and brother in law
. Of Monroe, Michigan, home  Paul, and Jim (Terri), and daugh-  James Mcghan Marvin was a
aged youngsters andis org. own of Garden City, Michigan. ters Margery (Tom) Vogel, and  arine veteran. He was a union
Bom February 23, 1983 died"un-  Mary Ann (Johin) Cary. Services carpenter for 65 years. Marvin
exgectedly aturday March 23, were held af 1L AM Wednesday  [oued. heing. 2 stnday School
2013 oné month after his 30th ~ March 27 at St. Denis Catholic Teacher a% Redford”  Baptist

RELIGION CALENDAR

Send items for the religion calendarto Sha-
ron Dargay at sdargay@hometownlife.com.

M arch
BETHANY

Time/Date: 8 p.m.-midnight, Saturday,

March 30

Location: Don Hubert VFW Hall, 27345
Schoolcraft, east of Inkster, Redford
Details: BethanK, an organization serving

, er Christians, offers a singles
dance. Tickets are $13. Beer, wine, pop, snacks

Catholics and ot

and coffee are included
Contact: (586) 264-0284
CAMP ENROLLMENT

Location: Consumingi Fire Christian Center,
31463 Ann Arbor Trail, Westland

Details: The Center is enrolling kids and

teens, age 5-15, for its six-wee

Bible/Home-

work Enrichment Camp that will run July
a

half-

8-Aug. 16. Full day sessions are $700 an
z(ijy is $480. Families (_1et a $25 discount
for added siblings for the
discount for the half-day rate. A non-re-
fundable $100 registration fee atthe time
of enrollment secures a place at cam
tuition must be paid in full by Maz
includes the registration fee, snac
als for class, tutoring in most subjects and

ull day rate; $10

E. Al
31. Cost
s, materi-

airthday. He was a beloved hus-
aand t0 Kellie and stepfather to
Angel, Willie and Destiny. He is
also survived bY’ his parents Paul
and Debra Rawlins, brother Rob-
ert (Holly) and sister Lisa (Tom).
He was an amazing Uncle to Al-
lison, Ryan, Keegan and lil Rob-
ert. You will forever be in our
hearts and prayers. Visitation
was Wednesda%/ and will be
Thursday, March 28, 2013 12de
until time of service Thurs ay
ﬂ)m at The Ridge Chapel-

artenson _ Family “of Funeral
Homes, 2272 West Jefferson,
Trenton. Memorial contributions
20 honor Michael’s life may be
made pa%/able to DFCU_Finan-

Church Lexmﬁton._
ead full obituary at
www.pomeroyfuneralhomes.com

Church for over 50 years, He
was a huge Constantine Falcons
fan. A memorial visitation will
take place on Tues. March 26,
2013 from 5-9pm. A memorial
service will be on Wed. March
21, 2013 with Pastor Danny
Langle)f officiating. Both ~serv-
ices will take place at the HaW
J. Will Funeral Home, 37000 W.
Six Mile (East ofNewburgh?, Li-
vonia, Michigan 48152." Inter
ment will take place at Parkview
Cemetery in Livonia. In lieu of
flowers,” Marvin’s family asks
that donations he made t0 Cross
Point Meadows Church, Con-
stantine Track/football or | Am
My Brothers Keeper Church of

eial. To share a memory visit
?:S:sith?nltﬂteelztrll?g Staten or Sylvia Brown at W martenson com gaggflitét A. e ook an e
(734) 266-2293 vtenbon www.harryjwillluneralhome.com

Time/Date: Now through May 31

Y o U

r I'n vita t1o n

EVANGELICAL
PRESBYTERIAN

40000 Six Mile Road

CHEbl it
S Anne‘sAcage -Gragess K8

Livoniaﬁwozlgﬁr&% 1)462-320

CHURCHES OF
THE NAZARENE

OF MR WA ZAREE

45801 W. Ann Arbor Road + (734) 453-1525
Sunday School - 9:45 A.M.
Sunday Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening - 6:00 P.M.

i 1 ed. 7:00 '\u

gl Vel
) '-./w |¢|M ’1"

Rosedale
Gardens

PR YTERIA HURCH. A)
m1 F;;%égggit@;@l

N Tradf%aa%wdce |

Visit www.rosedalegardens.org !
For information about our many programs <

ASSEMBLIES
OF GOD

c4 Cfiiircflfar
Seasoned Saints

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church

14175 Farmington Road, Livonia, Just north of 1-96
www.christoursavior.org

Northville, MI 48168
248.374.7400
www.wardchurch.org

Sunday Worship
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional

Staffed Nursery Available

Sunday School/Bible Class
9:45 am
Early Childhood Center
Phone 734-513-8413

f

Making disciples who share the love ofJesus Christ

Pastors:ﬁ\ﬁ:\gc?tzliaég,joireeden Aﬂ '
LUTHERAN CHURCH
WISCONSIN SYNOD

Sr. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran
Church & School

o

Wor@pS iceE/l
Vet Wﬁﬁm

Fellowship Presbyterian Church
Adult Sunday: 9:30 - 10:15 a.m. « Worship: 10:30 a.m.

OPEN ARMS CHURCH Childrens Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Worshi Services held at: Saint Andrews Episcopal Church
m%)an 16360 Hubbard Road in Livonia * South of Six Mile Road j
UNITY WORLDWDE pm ST. PETER'S LUTHERAN nursery prowded * www.feHowshiD-Dresbvterian.ora ]
MNISTRIES Pastor Grady Jensen CHURCH & SCI-IIOOL )
& Music Minister Abe Fazzini 1343 Penniman, P ymout
. . L. Church: (734) 453-3393
Friends of Unity BNTMeRL, e B2 i
77AN %%nﬂ{dw Roa Across from Joe's Produce 3 WORSH'P SE VlC S

i frendsoftnty.og

Sunday Service and Youth Programs 10 a.m.
Florence Ernzen, Licensed Unity Teacher

734.454.0015

248.471.5282
Church ASYuu Rememberit! 1

In fo rm

ation

Sunday Worship 9:30am

EASTER WEEK SERVICES:
Thurs 7pm, Good Fi 1pm,
Sal 7pm, Sun 7am & 9:30am

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA

Antioch

L uﬁ I &f h
m&%@fﬁaﬁ ca.org

l\/auHO%We k Servi %me

r rdin D ir tor I a Il

egarding irectory, please ¢ -”eﬁ(ﬂ:pm
Sue Sare at 248-437-2011 ext, 247 Ea?g%rﬁéfg%s
or e-mail: ssare@ hometownlife.com
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Power Play

»

Loc all

w ith h

By Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Mike Smith knows
exactly what sets his
group, Power Play,
apart from other cover
bands — showmanship
and experience.

“We do more than just
stand there and play,”
said Smith, a Livonia
resident. “We do what
would be like a 70s rock
show, where there is a
lot of movement. | play
guitar behind my back
and we go out and inter-
act with the audience.

“People want to see
something that is kind
of exciting instead of
just a pretty girl in an
evening gown and a
bunch of overweight,
bald guys standing
behind her playing.

Our band has a younger
vibe, even though we'’re
older guys.”

Smit] an play-
ing guitar at age 9 and
has performed with
numerous bands over
the years. Dave Tatro
on bass and Mario Res-
to on drums, both of
Livonia, played togeth-
er with Resto’s broth-
er, Luis, throughout the
U.S. and Canada before
Smith recruited them
for Power Play two
years ago. Resto, who
plays drums and sings,

O bserver &
hometownlife.com

b and

ig h

plays

energy,

Mike Smith, founder of Power Play, rocks out.

composed and produced
two CDs and has writ-
ten music for television,
radio and Web projects.
April Hudson, vocals,
sang with various local
bands before joining
Power Play alittle over
ayear ago. Smith found-
ed the band five years
ago, but didn’t find the
right mix of performers
until Tatro, Resto and
Hudson came along.

“It went through dif-
ferent combinations,”
he said. “The last cou-
ple of years we've tried
to get the group estab-

E ccentric
M E D I|A

A GANNETT COMPANY

Ssurprising
* people 4

allover town!!

* INTERTO

Fun and exciting
contests and events
week after week.
Look for contests in
your local newspaper,
Special Section Inserts

* and online...
GREAT PRIZES
GREAT FUN
y m cclllec. wilial

lished solidly, with some

solid booking, a solid
following. We're start-
ing to pick up steam.”

Playing at Spree
With his wife, Tama,
in charge of booking
for the band, Power
Play has picked up reg-
ular gigs at T.C. Gators
in Canton and Bayside
Sports Grill in Walled
Lake. The group’s
spring-summer sched-
ule also includes wed-
dings, country club
pearances, a senior
all-night party at North-

v 1

www.hometownlife.com

classic

rock

e xXperience

ville High School, Lake-
a-Palooza at Grass Lake
and a coveted spot in
the music line-up on
the main stage at Livo-
nia Spree. The band will
play the evening of the
annual festival’sfire-
works display.

“Everything is click-
ing and hopefully it will
continue,” said Tama,
who also assists with
managing her husband’s
carpentry business.
“We're really excited
about Spree. | ’'m always
looking for new oppor-
tunities, but the band
sells itself once they
play somewhere and
people see them.”

She said the band
plays mostly clas-
sic rock, but includes
some current sounds.
The set list is an eclec-
tic mix of music by Cee
Lo Green, Adele, Stevie
Ray Vaughan, Maroon 5,
AC/DC, Rolling Stones,
Pink, Foo Fighters, Ozzy
Osbourne and Dave
Mathews, among many
others.

“The musicians have
been around and are
a cut above the rest.
They’ve been in the
business a long time.
That'swhat makes them
special.”

Performing nightly
Tama and Mike Smith

M E

Weekdays, April Hudson works with heavy machinery
outdoors at Schoolcraft College. On weekends she sings

with Power Play.

Mario Resto of Livonia sings and plays drums with Power

Play.

Dave Tatro of Livonia plays bass and sings.

met while working at
Jamie’son 7, a popu-

lar spot for live music
in Livonia several years
ago. She was a wait-
ress and he played with
a house band called
Undercover.

“We played over 3,000
nights — 300 nights
ayear for 10years.
That was 1982-92,”
Mike Smith recalled.
“Those were very for-
mative years for me.
We used to have nation-
al acts come in from
time to time and we
got a chance to play as
a warm-up for them.
When you're play-
ing night after night,
that’s where you real-
ly develop your chops.
You learn to work a live
audience and read the
room. A lot of bands
make a set list and nev-
er vary from it. But
we’ll change on the fly.
That’s something that
comes with experi-
ence.”

After Smith left
Jamie’s, he focused
on family —the cou-
ple have three sons —
recording in his home
studio and working in
his carpentry business.

“l just got back into
the live (performanc-
es) about five years ago.
| had kind of dropped
out of it,” he said. An
acquaintance from his

ears at Jamie’sinvited

im to play with a band.
He did, but it didn’t take
long before he assem-
bled his own group.

“We all get along. |
love playing with these
guys,” said Hudson,
whose day job entails
snow removal, mowing
and other grounds main-
tenance at Schoolcraft
College. She looks for-
ward to their appear-
ance at Livonia Spree
because it will intro-
duce the band to “a
whole new group of peo-
ple.”

“I’m super excited,”
she said.

You don’t have to wait
for Livonia Spree to
see Power Play. Catch
their act at 9 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 20, at Bay-
side Sports Grill, 142 E.
Walled Lake Drive, in
Walled Lake. They also
w ill perform at 9 p.m.
Saturday, May 18, at
T.C. Gators 42775 Ford
Road, Canton.

Concert raises funds to feed the hungry

Tom Birchler of Livonia will take the
stage at Marian High School in Bloom-
field Hills, along with his brothers,
Dave, Keith, Jim and John, for the fam-
ily’s“Jammin’ to End Famine” concert
onApril 26.

The concert was inspired by the broth-
ers’ father, Don Birchler, who reached
out to help others when needed. Pro-
ceeds from the concert will pay for food
thatwill be packaged by volunteers at
a Kids Against Hunger event in June at
Marian.

“All of the Birﬁchlers had OL}!]I’_ first
experiences performing onthis ve
s;(apegé back inpoeur high gd”nool days,[y
Tom Birchler wrote in apress release.
“I remember winning the Marian/Rice
talent showthere and getting seriously
bitten by the performing bug.”

The sixth annual concert will start
with a pre-concert reception and sweet
table in the schoal auditorium lobby
from 7-8 p.m. Music will start at 8p.m
Marian High Schoal is located at 7225
Lahser.

Performers will include The Paisley
Fogg, a 1960s-style rock band, featur-

ing David, Keith and Tom Birchler; The
Grunyons, ajazz a Cappela group with
John Birchler; and Moose Wampler &
the Overdays, a 1950s party rock group,
featuring Jim Birchler.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 for
students. They are available at the door
or in advance by e-mailing TomBirchler
at thirchler@mi.rr.com or by calling
(248) 722-1830.

Kids Against Hunger works with
churches an(?;III Ilorical nor}progts to pack-

its specially formulate casse-
?glee for dpgi:ve%// inthe US ans;l?szllo oth-
er countries to feed starving children
and their families. Since 2004, volun-
teers have packaged more than 10 mil-
lion meals in Michigan. They've been
distributed to disaster victims, starving
people worldwide and to food shelters Iin
the Great Lakes states. Since 2008, Jam+
min’ to End Famine has raised funds for
more than 75,000 of those meals.

For more about Kids Against Hunger,
visit www.kidsagainsthungercoalition.
com For more about Jammin’ to End
Famine, visit www.thepaisleyfogg.conv


mailto:tbirchler@mi.rr.com
http://www.kidsagainsthungercoalition
http://www.thepaisleyfogg.com/
http://www.hometownlife.com
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ENTERTAINMENT

The Stray Birds will perform April 12 at Trinity Theatre in Livonia.

Arts Crafts

CITY GALLERY

Time/Date: Exhibit runs
through April 12
Location: Inthe Costick
Center lobby, 28600 W. 11
Mile, Farmington Hills

Details: Works by Farm-

m,E.ton Hills residént, Bob

AiKins

Contact; Ajikins at www.

AikinsAviationArt.com;

EZ482 473-1800 for Costick
enter

DETROIT INSTITUTE

OF ARTS

Time/Dates: 10 a.m. to 4

R.m. Wednesday-Thursday,
0am.to 10 p.m. Friday;
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday-

Sunday

Location: 5200 Wood-
ward, Detroit

Family Sundays; 2 p.m.
Sundays; storytelling, .
performances; free with
admission

Exhibits: Motor City Muse:
Detroit Photographs: Then
and Now, througi June
16; Shirin Neshat, includes
eight video installations
and two series of photos,
April 7-July 7: printmaking
by Ellsworth Kelly, May
24-Sept. 8

Contact: (313) 833-7900,
www.dia.org

GALLERYOVT
Time/Date: 10 a.m.-2 p.m,
Mondag-Fnday, through
March 26

Location: Village Theater
at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry
Hill Road, Canton

Details; Works by the Ann
Arbor Fiberarts Guild

Contact: (734) 394-5308

PLYMOUTH COMMU-
NITY ARTS COUNCIL
Time/Date: 9 a.m. t0 4
p.m. Monday-Thursday
and during public events,
through April

Location: Plymouth Com-
munity Arts Council, 774 N.
Sheldon, Plymouth
Details: "Spaces & Places,"
isthe PCAC's 4th annual
open juried exhibit
Contact: (734) 416-4278

Film

PENN THEATRE
Time/Date: 5 p.m. and
7pm. FndaJ-Saturday,
March 29-3

Location: 760 Penniman
Ave., Plymouth

Details: "Hop," a 2001
animated film, $3
Contact: (734) 453-0870;
www.penntheatre.com

REDFORD THEATRE
Time/Date: 8 p.m. April
5and 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
April 6

Location: 17350 Lahser,
Detroit

Details: Three Stooges
Festival, featuring the
films "Women Haters,"
"Movie Maniacs," "Disor-
der in the Court," "False
Alarms," "Mutts to You,"
and "Three Missing Links,"
tickets are $5

Contact: (313% 537-2560;
www.redfordtheatre.com

Music

BASELINE FOLK
SOCIETY

Time/Date: Sign up for
open mic, 6:15-6:45 p.m.;
Performances, 7p.m.,

he third Saturday of the
month.

Location: The JWH Center
for the Arts, Plymouth
Communlt)f Arts Council,
774 N. Sheldon, Plymouth
Details: Includes open mic
performances along. with
afeatured act. Admission
is $5. Individual and family
annual memberships also

GET OUT!

are available

Contact: Scott Ludwig at
BFSpresident@aol.com or
call {)734) 453-0869

CHAMBER MUSIC
SOCIETY
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Satur-
day, April 6
Location: Seligman Per-
forming Arts Center, 22305
W. 13 Mile, at Lahser, on
the campus of Detroit
Country Day, Beverly Hills
Details: Gryphon Trio will
erform music by Haydn,
han Ka Nin, Christos
Hatzis and Mendelssohn,
Tickets range from $30-$60
Contact: Www.Chamber-
MusicDetroit.org or (248)
855-6070

JAZZ AT THE ELKS

Time/Date: 7-10 p.m. last
Tuesday of the month

— except December
Location; Plymouth Elks
Lodge #1780, 41700 Ann
Arbor Road, Plymouth
Details: There is a $10 do-
nation atthe door which
includes hors d'oeuvres.
Proceeds from Jazz Elks
goes toward special needs
and disadvantaged chil-
dren and veterans
Contact: (734) 453-

1780 or e-mail to ﬁlym-
outhelksl 780@yahoo.com
TRINITY HOUSE
THEATRE

Time/Date: Most shows
start at 8 p.m., doors open
at 7:30 p.m.

Location: 38840 W. Six
Mile, Livonia

Details: Tim Grimm, April

5; Bill Bynum and Company

with Robert Stark, April

6; Empty Chair Night with
Annie and Rod Capps, Joel
Palmer and Bill Edwards,
April 7; The Stray Birds .
with Red Tail Ring, April.
12; Antione Dufour, April
13; Derek Webb, April

14 Barzin, April 19; Blue
Water Ramblers, April 20.
Most shows tickets are $15,
and $12 for subscribers.
Only cash and checks are
accepted

Contact: (734) 464-6302

Something

different

DETROIT ZOO

Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. daily

Location: 1-696 service
drive and Woodward,
Royal Oak

Details: Admission is $11
for adults 15to 61, $9
for senior citizens 62 and
older, and $7 for children
ages 2to 14; children un-
der 2 are free

Special program: FTOP-
atch training classes for
2013 will be held 1-4:30
p.m. Thursday, March 28,
and 1-4:30 ﬁ.m. Sunda%
April 7, at the Detroit Z00's
Ford Education Center. The
"citizen science” program
teaches volunteers how to
identify frogs and toads
by their breeding calls
and gather and record
data that supEorts a na-
tional network. For more
information orto register,
e-mail Rebecca John-
son, associate curator of
amphibians, at rjohnson®
dzs.org >
Bunnyville: The event,
from iIO am-4pm,
Saturday, March 30, will
feature treats, games,
crafts, live entertainment,
animal enrichment, photos
with the Easter Bunny, and
an egg hunt. Visitors who
donate a canned or other
non-perishable food item
for donation to Gleaners
Community Food Bank,
will receivé a reduced
admission price of $8.

Contact: (248) 541-5717

MARSHMALLOW
DROP

Time/Date: 11 a.m., Fri-
day, March 29

Location: Nankin_Mills,
33175 Ann Arbor Trall,
Westland

Details: More than 20,000
marshmallows will be
drogped from a helicopter
to thousands of children
below, who scramble to
collect these goodies and
trade them in'to receive
aprize. Children will be
divided into age groups,
to ensure that everyone
has an opportunityto fully
participate.

Contact: (734) 261-1990

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, March 28, 2013
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The Farmington Hills-based Chamber Music Society of Detroit will present Gryphon in
concert April 6 at the Seligman Center in Beverly Hills.

Historical

GREENFIELD VILLAGE

Time/Date: April 27-28,
May 4-5 and 11-12
Location: 20900 Oakwood
Blvd, Dearborn

Details: Tickets are on

sale now for "Day Out
with Thomas: The Go Go
Thomas Tour 2013," which
glves, youngsters a chance
0 climb aboard Thomas
the Tank Engine and take a
25-minute ride. The event
includes Thomas-related

activities, such as storytelling

and arts & crafts. Train rides
depart every 30 minutes,
from 9:30 am.-5 p.m. Tick-

ets are $11.75 for members,
1and older and includes_
free admission to Greenfield
Village. Ticket prices for
non-members are $11.75
for children, 1-4: $27.75
forYouth, 5-12; $33.75 for
adults, 13-61; and $32.75 for
seniors, 62 and up

PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL
MUSEUM

Time/Date: 1-4 p.m,
Wednesday, Friday-Sunday,
through June 9

Location: 155 S Main,
Plymouth

Details: New "Made in
America" exhibit highlights
America's confributions

to industry, with a special

emphasis on Michigan-
made products. Visitors will
find iconic American-made
&roducts throughout the
Museum's "Main Street,"
including a 1931 Ford Model
A pick-up truck belonging
to Margaret Dunning, the
Museum's major benefactor.
Other notable items include
e|giht edal cars from the
collection of Greg Gladki
of Westland, Many more
items from the Museum's
collections are scattered
throughout the exhibit,
iving visitors a full sense of
\merican ingenuity. Admis-
sion is $5 for adults and $2
for students, 6-17

Contact: (734) 455-8940
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Live, Professional The

A NightofLaughter

& Comedy at the Point!
What:

Im riov g%the Pojnt, an
il

I

a\}aﬁte Dave
When:  Sunday April 14,2013
Tickets:  $15and seatingis limited
Where:

Tipping Point Theatre,
et

CNJOYf

oi sesep 00

. . X
atre Close to Home!

Info  Call the Box Office at 248.347.0003 or tippingpointtheatre.com
April 4 - May 5, 2013

By Jeffrey H«lchw V +/

361 E. Cady Street, Northville, Michigan 48167

37337 Six Mile

Newburgh Plaza « Livonia

¢+ CheckOut
4 "

lur Exciting
New Menu

Chicken
Ribs
Fish & Chips

*  BBQ
Meatloaf

|[tew»s! t ¢ %ﬁ%
i

Baked White Fisti

Fish nTots 8&£©
L Grilled Atlantic Salmon

"eludes 1 whole chicken.
2 large sides &Rocky's

house breed. Feedsa

Call or Order Online:

www.rockysrotisserie.com
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Smashed Potato Bar
Yield: 4 servings

2 pounds potatoes, washed and quar-
tered

Vz cup milk, warmed

2 tablespoons unsalted butter

‘Iz cup plain yogurt or light sour cream

Sea salt and fresh ground pepper to
taste

Place potatoes into a soup
pot and add water until they
are completely covered.
Lightly salt water and place
over medium high heat.
Cook potatoes for 15 to 25
minutes until they are soft,
but not falling apart. Care-
fully drain the water and
return them to the pot they
were cooked in.

Kids can: Use a potato
masher to achieve desired
texture, being careful not to
work the potatoes too much.
They also can add milk, but-
ter and yogurt to mashed
potatoes. Stir ingredients
to combine. Taste mashed
potatoes and season them
with salt and pepper. Add
any extra flavorings or top-
pings and serve warm.

Chef Justin’s tips: Use
a combination of purple,
yellow and red potatoes to
make multi-colored mashed
potatoes. Leave the skin
on the potatoes for extra
nutrients. Don’t over-mash
the potatoes; overworking
can cause them to become
gummy.

Potato Bar toppings:

* Low fat yogurt or low fat
sour cream

* Chives/scallions

* Cheese

* Bacon bits

* Fresh herbs

* Sun-dried tomatoes

eLemon

Potato and Green Bean
Salad

Yield:10 servings

Yz pound green beans, washed, ends
trimmed and cut into thirds

2 pounds potatoes, washed, peeled
and diced large

Vz cup low-fat mayonnaise

2 lemons, juiced

Vi cup olive oil

3 bell peppers, seeded and diced small

1 cup fresh parsley, chopped fine

1 red onion, diced small

Sea salt and fresh ground pepper to
taste

Kids can: Snap the ends
off the beans and break
them into thirds.

Fill medium-sized mixing
bowl halfway with ice and
water; set aside.

Fill large-sized stock pot
A full with lightly salted
water. Bring to rolling boil
over medium-high heat.
Add green beans to boiling
water and let cook for 2 to
3 minutes. Using a hand
strainer, remove green
beans from boiling water
and place into the ice water
to stop them from cooking.
After the green beans have
cooled down, remove them
from the ice water and set
aside.

Carefully add cut pota-
toes to same boiling water
greens beans were cooked
in. Cook potatoes in boil-
ing water for around 15
minutes, depending on size.
Once tender, drain and
rinse with cold water.

Kids can: In large mixing
bowl, combine mayonnaise,
lemon juice and olive oil.
Stir the mayonnaise mix-
ture to combine. Add all of
the rest of the ingredients
to the bowl and lightly stir
to combine all flavors. Taste
and adjust seasoning with
salt and pepper. Keep potato
salad cold in the refrigera-
tor and stir before serving
on favorite greens.

Roasted Campfire Pockets

Mashed Potato Bar

Chef Justin Timineri

FOOD

F rench fries are one of a kid’s favorite things to eat.
But there’s a whole lot more that can be made from
delicious, nutritious potatoes.

“There are so mhny different kinds of potatoes that
can be flavored in just about any way you like.,” said p
Chef Justin Timineri, executive chef and culinary
ambassador, Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services. “Get the
kids into the kitchen with you
and experiment with making
potato dishes the whole family
will enjoy.”

Potatoes are a good source
of potassium (for your mus-
cles and growth), vitamin B6 (to
help fight illness and help your
nerves function), and fiber (for
digestion). Most of the nutri-
ents are right under the skin —
leave the skin on whenever pos-
sible.

You can find more recipes
that will have the kids saying,

“Pass the potatoes, please!” at
http://bit.ly/flpotato.

Roasted Campfire
Pockets

Yield: 4 servings

20 fingerling potatoes, sliced thin
21Iar e onion, sh(lgggd
peppers, sliced

2 cups mushrooms, sliced ,

2 tablespoons fresh herbs, chopped fine
basil, oregano, thyme, rose
2 tablespoons dlive ol

Sea salt and fresh ground pepper to taste

4 skinless, boneless chicken breasts

Preheat an outdoor grill
for medium-high heat, or an
oven at 375°F. In medium
sized mixing bowl combine
potatoes, onion, bell peppers,
mushrooms, herbs and olive
oil. Stir ingredients to com-
bine and season lightly with
salt and pepper.

Make 4 12- byl2-inch
squares of aluminum foil and
lay them out to be stuffed.
Place a chicken breast in the
middle of each foil square,
and lightly season with salt
and pepper. Evenly distrib-
ute vegetable mixture on top
of each chicken breast. Fold
each packet so that a tight
seal is formed and all the food
is contained.

Grill packets, or bake
them in the oven, for 20 to 30
minutes until internal tem-
perature of chicken reaches
165°F. Remove packets from
heat and let cool slightly.
Open packets carefully as hot
steam may rush out.

Kids Can: Help slice veg-
gies and stuff their pockets
with their favorites.

SHARON DARGAY, EDITOR

SDARGAY@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

g£82222-8883

BOOK: HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Homemade Potato Chips

Homemade Potato Chips
Yield: 4 servings

4medium fingerling potatoes,

unfeeled (mixed"colors)
tablespoon dlive ol

Pan release spraﬁ

Sea salt and fresh ground pepper to taste

Additional seasonings (ee bl

Special equipment needed: Frencn man-
dolin

Preheat oven to 425°F.

Rinse and dry potatoes.
Slice potatoes as thin as pos-
sible with a mandolin.

Place sliced potatoes in
medium sized mixing bowl
and rinse several times with
warm water. Lightly squeeze
and dry potatoes.

Kids can: Place sliced pota-
toes back in a dry mixing
bowl and add olive oil. Toss
potatoes to make sure they
are evenly coated with the
oil, using a little more oil if
needed.

Lightly spray a cookie sheet
with pan release spray. Lay
sliced potatoes in a single
layer on cookie sheet. Place
cookie sheet in oven and bake
for 15 to 20 minutes or until
golden brown and crispy.

Remove cookie sheet from
oven and let cool slightly. Use
a thin spatula to remove pota-
to chips from cookie sheet
into a mixing bowl.

Kids can: While they are
still warm, season chips with
their choice of seasoning, a
favorite dried spice mix such
as Greek, Cajun or barbecue.

— Family Features
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-law suites,

storage space

among

abode

buyers’'top picks

Purchasing a home is an impor-
tant life decision, and many fac-
tors can influence the home choic-
esbuyers make.

The National Association of
Realtors 2013Profile of Buyers’
Home Feature Preferences exam-
ines the features buyers prefer
when it comes to purchasing a
home, as well as the differences in
preferences when it comes to fac-
tors such as region, demographics
and household composition. The
survey captures buyers who pur-
chased a home between 2010 and
2012.

‘Deciding where to live comes
with a lot of options, butbuy-
ers quickly realize that some fea-
tures are more important than oth-
ers when it comes to choosing the
right house for them,”said NAR
President Gary Thomas, broker-
owner of Evergreen Realty, in Vil-
la Park, Calif. “Buyers need to
have a clear idea of what features
are important to them and know
where they are willing to compro-
mise; in this respect, Realtors can
bring buyers home. Realtors vis-
ithundreds of homes with buy-
ers each year, and have a unique
understanding of what buyers val-
uein their local markets.”

Geography and demography
strongly influence what buy-
ersvalue in a home. The typi-
cal recently purchased home was
1,860 square feet and was builtin
1906. Repeat buyers, buyers of
new homes, married couples and
families with children typical-
ly purchased larger homes. First-
time buyers and single women
tended to buy older homes. The
typical buyer purchased a home
with three bedrooms and two full
bathrooms. Slightly over half of
the homes purchased were ona
single level.

Southerners tend to buy newer
homes; they were more likely to
wanta home less than five years
old and in awooded lot with trees
when compared to other regions.
Not surprisingly, buyers in the
South also placed a higher impor-
tance on central air conditioning.

While more than three-fourths
— 78percent— ofall buyers pur-
chased a home with a garage,
garages were more popular
among new-home buyers, Mid-

westerners, and suburbanites.
Forty-one percent of homes pur-
chased had a basement, but this
feature was more popular among
buyers in the Midwest and North-
east. Northeastern buyers also val-
ue hardwood floors more than peo-
ple in other regions. Southerners
typically bought the largest home
at 2,000 square feet. Those in the
Northeast followed closely behind
with a typical home purchase of
1,850 square feet.

Among buyers 55 and older, 42
percent considered finding a sin-
gle-level home very important,
compared to just 11 percent of
buyers under age 35. Single wom-
enalso placed higher importance
on single-level homes, while single
men wanted finished basements.
Both single men and married cou-
plesplaced higher importance on
new kitchen appliances.

Among all 33home features in
the survey, central air condition-
ing was the most important to the
mostbuyers; 65 percent of buy-
ers considered this feature very
important. The next most impor-
tant feature was a walk-in closet
in the master bedroom; 39 percent
ofbuyers considered this feature
very important. Closely behind
was having a home that was cable-,
satellite TV-, and/or Internet ready,
as well as an en-suite master bath-
room.

When it came to actually buying
ahome, among buyers who consid-
ered central AC and cable-, satel-
lite TV-, and/or Internet ready very
or somewhat important, 94 per-
cent bought a home with these fea-
tures. The nextmost common fea-
ture was an eat-in kitchen; 89 per-
cent of buyers who thought this
was important purchased a home
with an eat-in kitchen.

Buyers value some features
so much that they are willing to
spend more money to have them.
Sixty-nine percent of buyers who
did not purchase a home with cen-
tral AC would be willing to pay
$2,520 more for a home with this
feature. Sixty-nine percent of buy-
ers who did not purchase a home
with new kitchen appliances would
be willing to pay $1,840more fora'
home with this feature. A walk-in
closet in the master bedroom was
the third most common feature on

REAL ESTATE

which buyers would spend more.
Sixty percent of buyers who did
not purchase a home with a walk-
in closet would be willing to pay
$1,350 more for a home with this
feature.

The features on which buy-
ers placed the highest dollar val-
ue were waterfront properties
and homes that were less than five
years old. Thirty-two percent of
buyers would be willing to pay a
median of $5,420 more for a home
on the waterfront, and 40 percent
of buyers would be willing to pay a
median of $5,020 more for a home
that was less than five years old.

The rooms that buyers were
willing to pay the most for were
abasement and an in-law suite.
Thirty-three percent of buyers
would be willing to pay a medi-
an of $3,200 more for a home
with a basement, and 20 percent
of buyers would be willing to pay
amedian of $2,920more for a
home with an in-law suite.

When it came to rooms that
buyers want in a home, 55 per-
cent of buyers thought it was
very important to have a liv-
ing room, although buyers in the
Northeast placed more impor-
tance on a home with a dining
room. Buyers aged 55 and old-
er placed more importance on
abedroom on the main level of
the house. Buyers aged 35 to 54
placed more importance on a
laundry room, while those with
children placed more impor-
tance on a family room.

The two most common rooms
buyers were willing to spend
more for were a laundry room
and a den/study/home office/
library. Sixty-three percent of
buyers who did not purchase a
home with a laundry room would
be willing to pay $1,590 more for
a home with this room. Forty-
four percent of buyers who did
not purchase a home with a den/
study/home office/hbrary would

be willing to pay $1,920 more for
a home with this room.

Although 97 percent of recent
buyers were satisfied with their
home purchase, there are always
features buyers would like that
they dont have, said NAR Vice
President of Research Paul Bish-
op. “Most satisfied homeowners
still said they would like more or
larger closets and storage space.
In addition, nearly half of recent
buyers would prefer alarger
kitchen, and two out of five would
preferalarger home overall.”

Within three months of a home
purchase, 53 percentofbuyers
undertook a home improvement
project. The typical buyer spent
$4,5500n various projects. Remod-
eling the kitchen was the most
common home improvement proj-
ect; 47 percent of buyers under-
took a project in the kitchen. Bath-
rooms were a close second at 44
percent. Forty-one percent of buy-
ers who made home improve-
ments added or replaced lighting,
and 37 percentadded or replaced
appliances soon after becoming a
homeowner.

In October 2012, a sample of
households that had purchased
any type of residence real estate
during 2010 to 2012 and still owned
the property was surveyed. The
survey sample was drawn from a
representative panel of U.S. house-
holds monitored and maintained
by an established survey research
firm. A total of 2,005 qualified
households responded to the sur-
vey. Households were sampled to
meetage and income quotas rep-
resentative of all home buyers
drawn from the 2011 NAR Profile
ofHome Buyers and Sellers.

The 2013Profile of Buyers’
Home Feature Preferences can be
ordered by calling (800) 874-6500,
or online at www.realtor.org/prod-
ser.nsf/Research. The study costs
$14.95for NAR members and
$49.95for nonmembers.

HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-WAYNE COUNTY

These are the area residential real
estate closings recorded the week
of Nov. 26-30, 2012, at the Wayne
County Register of Deeds office.
Listed below are cities, addresses,
and sales prices.

These are the area residential real
estate closings recorded the week
of Nov. 5-9, 2012, at the Oakland
County Register of Deeds office.
Listed below are cities, addresses,
and sales prices.
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Co-op

has legal

status

By Robert Meisner
Guest Columnist

Q: Does the co-op have a
right to decide who is buying
the cooperative shares unlike
a condominium?

A: So long as the co-
op is not violating any
laws such as human
rights violations,
they have the right to
determine who will
be shareholders with
them. Remember
that Barbra Streisand
and Richard Nixon
were denied co-op
membership in New

York
because the
CO-0p was
concerned
about the
paparazzi
that would
be hanging
around
trying
to take
pictures. Of
course, the co-op board
must exercise sound
business judgment and
must weigh the fact
that the shareholder
that is trying to sell
will be upset if they
nix the sale. On the
other hand, the co-op
might have a right of
first refusal as well.

Q: | am wondering if we,
as a homeowner, have an
obligation to disclose that
there was a murder/suicide
in the home which we have
purchased, assuming we
want to sell it. | know that
it is of concern to some
prospective purchasers.
What do you think?

A: While each case
has to be decided
on its facts, and
depending upon the
individual state’s law,
in a recent case out
of the Pennsylvania
Superior Court,
the court basically
said that the fact
that a murder
once occurred in
a house falls into
the category of
homeowner-buyer
concerns best left
to the term caveat
emptor, i.e., let the
buyer beware. The
decision went beyond
considering whether
a combined murder/
suicide should be
disclosed, essentially
holding no
psychological defects
need to be disclosed
because they are not
considered under
state law. It has also
been argued that this
court’s opinion could
apply to such diverse
circumstances as
a past rape on the
property, a sex
offender living next
door, or even a high
crime rate in the
neighborhood.In
any event, caution
being the better part
of valor, you may
want to consider
discussing it with
your lawyer before
issuing a disclosure
statement.

Robert M. Meisner is

a lawyer and author of
Condominium Opera-
tion: Getting Started

& Staying on the Right
Track, second edition,
available for $9.95 plus
$1 shipping/handling.

He also wrote Condo
Living: A Survival Guide
to Buying, Owning and
Selling a Condominium,
$24.95 plus $5 shipping/
handling. Call (248) 644-
4433 or visit bmeisner@
meisner-law.com. This
column shouldn't be con-
strued as legal advice.
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BRAND NEW

3& 4 bedroom/2 bath Homes
Homes starling at
1,456'5q ft up lo 1,5685q ft
3bedroom homes starting as
low as 5999/monlh &
4 bedroom homes starting as
low as 51,199/month S
South Lyon Schools h
Large Clubhouse, Swimming pool,
Large playground,

Homes equipped with shed, all
appliances, OA plus full size W/D I
Apply online today at
www.4northville.com
Or call Sun Homes
at (888) 448-3061
Office hours M-F 8a-5p
Sal 10a-2p
Offer expires 03/28/2013EHO |
‘some restrictions apply  C

Farmington Hius
Own or Lease

$575/mo0r ¢ ess

« Site Rent Included
* 2/3 bdrm, 2 full baths
All Appl. « We Finance

* New & Pre-owned avail

hometownlife.com
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Free Rent until
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BRAND NEW HOMES
IN CANTON
Beautiful 3 Bed/2 Baths homes
with all appliances
Starting at $729
Call us today!

(888) 272-30099

Academy/Westpoint
42021 Old Michigan Ave. « Canton
"Offer valid on select homes only.
Expires 3/28/13 WAC
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HelpWarted - Gererd

INSTALLERS
SIDING, GUTTERS

& WINDOWS

HelpWerted - Generdl

JOE'S PRODUCE
GOURMET MARKET
ORENINGS!!

Customer Service
Representative

GARDNER
WHITE

e METRO DETROIT AREA

!GO§RME? é.ARKEH’E

Apply in person to any of
our locations, apply on-line

or email

laura@gardner-white.com

GRONERWHTE

even ore
E%E%cen ric
Recru it ackage!

Fordetails call
1-800-579-7355

Independent
Contractors
Needed

Twice a week
Thursday mornings
&
Saturday afternoons

Western Wayne County Area

Deliver The Observer Newspapers
to homes

in Western Wayne County.

Must have vehicle, valid
edriver’s license & insurance.

Please call

734-582-8690
for more information
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30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts. Other
1st Choice Mortgage Lending (734) 459-0782 . 35 0 2.75 0 JIA
Accurate Mortgage Solutions (800) 593-1912 3.625 0 2.75 0 JIA
AFI Financial (877) 234-0600 3.5 0 2.75 0 J/IAIF
Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. (248) 740-2323 3.5 0 2.75 0 JIA
Client Services by Gold Star (800)991-9922 3.5 0 2.75 0 J/AIVIF
Co-op Services Credit Union (734) 466-6113 3.875 0.25 3.125 0 J
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank (313)565-3100 3.75 0 3 0 A
Fifth Third Bank (800) 792-8830 3.625 0 2.75 0 J/AIVIF
Gold Star Mortgage (888) 293-3477 3.25 1.875 2.375 1.875 J/IAIVIF
Group One Mortgage (248) 282-1602 3.75 0 3.375 0 J/IANIF
Mortgages by Gold Star (888) 293-3477 3.125 3.125 2.625 0.25 JIAIVIF
Sierra Pacific Mortgage (313) 215-1766 3.375 0.75 25 0.75 JIAIVIF

Above Information available as of 3/22/13 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a
$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment
calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com.
Key to "Other” column - J= Jumbo, A = Arm, V = VA, F = FHA & NR = Not Reported.

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders.Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

©2013 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved
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Northville/Novi
We're looking for customer-centric, energetic, aggressive
account executives who can follow a solutions-hased
strategy of sales with clients, have a proven ability to close
sales and can think hig to take their place in our Northville/

Novi territory, as part of our Advertising team with Observer
& Eccentric Media.

+ College degree or equivalent work experience in field sales.
* Proven sales track record.
* Have impeccable communication skills.
* Qutstanding computer skills.
* Digital sales experience a plus.

We offer base + commission and benefits in a work
environment that is stimulating and fast-paced along with
opportunities for career growth with Gannett Co. Inc.

Email resumes to
lvernon@hometownlife.com

Attn: Sales

EEOC
O bserver & E ccentric $
hometownlife.com M EDIA f

A GANNETT COMPANY

TOOL AND DIE
MACHINISTS

Your Job
Your Future

at the premier machining facility

Die-Nam ic

Day Shift

CNC Lathe &CNC Mill
Wire & Conventional EDM

Surface ID & OD Grinding & Finishing

A minimum of 5-7 years experience is required for all
positions and must do own set-ups and control
adjustments. We offer competitive wages
and afull benefit package.

Apply in person between 8AM-4:30 PM at:
Die-Namic Inc.

7565 Haggerty Rd.

Belleville M148111
Or fax resume to:
734-710-3223
oremail to:
sthomson@ die-namic.com

EOE - M/FIDIV

TO PLACE YOUR AD
1-800-579-7355
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RESPONSIBILITIES
Cover and write about all aspects of community life
(government, schools, public safety, business and
lifestyles) in Milford. Essential job functions include:
reporting and writing for print and digital products
(including all aspects of social media), participate in
staff meetings, initiate and provide accurate reports
of government, public safety, schools and features and
other assignments as determined by local editor.

REQUIREMENTS:

« Demonstrated knowledge of and experience
working with legal issues relating to print and
on-line operations, including knowledge of state
and federal laws that apply to First Amendment
protection, the Freedom of Information Act, the
Open Meetings Act, etc.

« Three years experience working with news
operations, both in print and digital products.

¢ Must have a demonstrated proficiency in both PC
and Mac-based software. Knowledge of Microsoft
Office applications are a plus. Demonstrated
proficiency in using a digital camera and social
media tools (Facebook and Twitter).

« Bachelor's degree in journalism or communications
(a four-year degree in another discipline, combined
with relevant experience is acceptable) is required.

¢ Must provide own transportation and be able to
work a flexible schedule of days and afternoons.
Weekends included.

ReporteﬂJ I

The Milford Times is part of
Observer & Eccentric Media

A Gannett Company

Classified Advertising: 1-800-579-7355
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NEWSPAPER
POLICY
All advertising published
in this Newspaper is
subject to the conditions
stated in the applicable
rate card. (Copies are
available from the
advertising department:
Observer & Eccentric
Media
41304 Concept Drive,
Plymouth, Ml 48170
866-887-2737.

We reserve the right not
to accept an
advertiser’s order.
Our sales representatives
have no authority to bind
this newspaper &
only publication of
an advertisement shall
constitute final,
acceptance of the
advertiser’s order.
Advertisers are
responsible for reading
their ad(s) the first time it
appears & reporting any
errors immediately. The
Newspaper will not issue
credit for errors in ads
after the FIRST
INCORRECT INSERTION.
When more than one
insertion of the same
advertisement is ordered,
only the first insertion
will be credited.
Publishers Notice: All real
estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to
the Federal Fair Housing
Act of 1968 which states
that it is illegal to
advertise “any preference
limitation, or
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Challenging fun for ALL ages

PUZZLE CORNER

ACROSS

1 Lomond and
Ness
6 Bah!
Familiarize
with new
material
Peace talks
city
“That Girl” girl
Eurasian
mountains
Went first
Current rage
Full range
Previous to
Sunflower
supporter
Taro-root
paste
Colony
members
Hurlers’ stats
Winds around
Noon on a
sundial
Watchdog’s
warning
Puts up
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Forum garb
Big rackets
Goddess of
dawn
Seasonal
libations
Wapiti

Got along
Slangy pal
Cotton gin
name
Riverbank
dweller
Maude
portrayer
Little finger
Kitchen
implement
Swamp grass
Lawn invaders

DOWN

Idles away
time
Elaborately
decorated
Hot coal

That gentleman

Comfy
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6 Genuine
nuisance

7 Tin, in
chemistry

8 Name in
cosmetics
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46

49

Want more puzzles?
Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books
at QuillDriverBooks.com
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[
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 mustfill each
row, column and box. Each number can appearonly once in each row,
column and box. You can figure outthe order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier itgets to solve the puzzle!
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Level: Beginner

CALWORD SEARCH

9 Keeps from
happening
Stays near the
shore

Catch using
trickery
Model-builder’s
activity
Cookie man
Long coats
Tire center
RSVP word
It may be
abstract
Form a
thought

— Jean King
Thoughtless
Arrange in
order

Talk turkey?
Had the same
opinion
Ocean
trenches
Filter in
Glides aloft
Pate de

— gras
Selected a
card

Metric wt.
Shoe width

10

12

45

51
53

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Spserver & Excec wedl speciaiss ncommunty. i NEBBRWEAPESBREKFEPRAH G  wom
mobilz_an(;j video. O&E Mediabp_ublish(;as 13 indrivi(’jually’ adk\/”e"r‘l’ivsi‘“ng;yf:rcf:’;‘:‘S"‘;"e \6\/\P/ E \(/:V\é E FLQ é N ﬁ % |E E ||§ ,li} E ﬁ E {: i'ﬁlm MUS%
edited newspapers, a website and more than which is in violation of the
75 special sectizngand specialty products annually. law. Our readers are GXSVPCBGGRSLNODPOGOF 6% m
The staff includes more than 40 journalists, 25 Zev;:ﬁlyn'g"sf";g:":':‘::;?: BLSNOMHOOSGCHRTXI!| BET suae PICOOLO
“Harsonnal in circulation and production. O Modla. AEL RONUCANHPUNLDDOD e auo oReeR
on OSENedia e Fu RO ANE P AN RN ¢ Cme
Because local news matters. Come join our team! R Py 2o M t  JoLAVICHORD NARE
Gannett is an equal opportunity employer Equal Housing ﬁ é -(l)- ||:| X E E i:z 2 )S( ’\lj "6 IA) % E 0 % g M E Fope TAVBORINE
an is committe o a poficy o Opportunity Statement: L FIFE TRIANGLE
equal employment opportunity for all persons. wo o plged o te R Lv  TNSTRARBXcCCPFonue T
Apply online at Careerbuilder.com and use Po“cﬁfﬂ;hh;:z::xzmem v.os W A H H W R T S C B U N C 1 A 0 s U GUITARFCR\l TUBA
Ezgword: 14965 « Location: Milford, Ml ‘;’ep‘;‘;ﬁiﬂ_mh:;zﬁﬂfa“g‘e E “E K/l (F; 'FI'Q |P ,F\’l $ E "Xl ll\l \\I/v-ll'-l E IY \A/ ﬁ 8 \’\/l R mmot\ V\I/(l)oLll_'/:
buildernk PErp UEI NXVRONOI LLLEFI L noruer
onr are no bariers. MDOI PTUEVI MI FLSCTCOTF
UNPTPUUPTMRTVGOTUULI
|t All At RXVAAGNLLBAPRCTCLCAD
S : TCPRWWADFAHSLABYG CETETPD
Your 0O FESTAMBORI NE»UOS I HL
Fingertips MVBNTFRELACI SUMNDGBTPE
Observer 8 Eccentric Findthe words hidlen vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.
Newspapers
lobs!
Autos! CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
Apartments e 98 fP9zLGE
Garage Sales! zLP6eS9 8
A Top Notch Service Directory! X 96 L ZL 8 S p €
{ L9298L6EP
Comes Out Every 10 986 P1e L 29
Sunday & Thursday 3 LPe 96285 L
Look no further for > g1 Lez6P9S
the local classifieds! 6e 9o LIPI § 2
Pz98SVeob6L

To Place Your Ad:
1-800-579-7355


http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:careers@quinnlawgroup.com
mailto:a2derm@aol.com
mailto:Bma123@comcast.net
mailto:physicianeyecare@yahoo.com
mailto:jjvargovick@gmail.com
mailto:Rosearakel@aol.com
http://www.CSRdisability.com
mailto:preston48@yahoo.com
mailto:richard.preston48@yahoo.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:oeads@hometownlife.com

Sports Utiity

e

BUCK GVC

(734) 453-2500

‘y ‘l;/‘
Auto Misc. W .b.JA

WE PAY i
P

For Clean

USED
CARS

(241)355-7500

Truds for Sde

R i

BUCK GVC

(734) 453-2500

(734) 453-2500

el

BUCK GVC

(734)453-2500

BOB JEANNOTTE

(734) 453-2500

(734) 453-2500
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Lou LaRiche

Buick

BOB JEANNOTTE
BUCK GVC

(734) 453-2500

Lou Lal-?iche
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BOB JEANNOTTE
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Lou LaRiche

A message from the Observer,
Eccentric & Hometown Newspapers
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BOB JEANNOTTE
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ACTIVE GM EMPLOYEES - ]

#1153

#30274

#318449

#318129

NO CREDIT
APPLICATION DENIED.
* Bankruptcy * Slow Pay
« First Time Buyers ¢ Divorce
* Limited Credit
7~m CANHEIPLX

S

™ Al)

We Will Match Your Down Payment Up to $00*

k2013 MALIBU LS - BVPLOYEESPEQALS

$2999

LI LJ down

24Mb, ﬂmwﬁ S1999 doan
BMo \with $999 doan

NOSEQRTYCHRCHT- 24 MONTHLEASE-10,000 MLESYEAR

2013 CRUZE L

2655

% 2

ONE PRICING
with $1999 down
with $999 down

NOSEQ RTYDHRCHT- 24 MONTHLEASE-10,000 MLESYEAR

2013 EQUINOX LS - EMPLOYEE SPECIALS

$2999

down

81% with $1999down
with $999 down

NOSEORTYDHRCHT- 24 MONTHLEASE-10,000 MLESYEAR

2013 TRAVERSE LS -employee specials

52999 with $1999 down
down with $999 down

NOSEORTYDHRCHT- 24 MONTHLEASE-10,000 MLESYEAR

AT NVAIBULS.... 20 SI5881
2000IMPALALS ... 250p . $12480
2010 CAVERD2SS.2038P 26080

2P .. $2481

20009M\VERAOLT.  2306P.... 23989
12SINCAT........ 2R $15482
200 IMPALALT...... 2198P.... $12989

40875 Plymouth Rd.

3.5 Miles North of Ikea
At Haggerty & Plymouth Roads

1.866.385.8000
NONDAY, THUREHY S e G TCEAYVELREGAY FHOAY 8 308m-Gom

On The Web: www.switchtolariche.com

Visit a local auto dealer today!

In today’s economic climate, you might think it’s

impossible to get credit to buy a car. We have news for you.
Not only is financing available, there has never been a better time to buy a car or truck.
Today’s vehicles are greater in quality and fuel efficiency than ever before. Your local car
dealer has access to multiple sources of credit and will work with you to find financing

that meets your needs. Interest rates start as low as 0%,
incentive savings and rebates.

Now is the time to buy. Visita local dealertoday!

and dealers are offering

*No Security Deposit Offer Leases with approved credit plus tax, lie, doc. and title fees. All offers require non GM lease in household or quality tor GM lease loyalty offer. Malibu #3C1539,
Traverse #37T8129, Equinox #37T8449 require GM Employee/Family (GMS) Authorization - Cruze 43C1274 Is everyone pricing. Stock sale only, others available at similar savings. Offers
are subject to change due to manufacturer program changes and print deadiines. 'See dealer for additional details. **90 day payment waiver on Camaro, Cruze, Equinox, Malibu and
Silverado with approved credit. Lease offers expire 4/1/13. Certified Pre Owned 1.9% for up to 36 months with approved credit. See dealer tor details.
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