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A  G A N N E T T  C O M P A N Y

along with American 
Legion Posts No. 391 
and No. 112, VFW Post 
No. 6695 and Vietnam 
Veterans of America 
Post No. 528 announce 
their Memorial Day 
Observance takes place 
Monday, May 28.

It will begin at 9 a.m. 
with a parade to Vet­
erans Memorial Park, 
where a ceremony hon­
oring all veterans who 
have served in various 
conflicts will be held. 
Special emphasis will 
be given to remaining 
World War II veterans.

Master of ceremo­
nies will once again be 
Dr. Steven Monaghan, 
past commander of 
American Legion Post 
No. 112. The principal 
speaker will be Albert 
Crowley, a Plymouth 
Lion and World War II 
vet.

Participating in the 
ceremonies with the 
above w ill be the V il­
lage Voices from the 
Beckridge Chorale, 
the Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park Band 
and many local youth 
groups. The ceremonies 
w ill begin at approxi­
mately 9:30 a.m. and 
w ill include a fly-over 
by the Yankee Air 
Force.

Peppers
tickets

Enter our Facebook 
contest for a chance to 
win two tickets to the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers 
concert at 8 p.m. Friday, 
June 1, at the Joe.
The concert will be a 
homecoming for drum­
mer Chad Smith, who 
graduated from Lahser 
High and stops in for 
sliders at Hunter House 
in Birmingham. Share 
the contest link with a 
Facebook friend and get 
an extra five chances 
to win if he or she also 
enters the contest.

Prom pics
Looking forward to 

prom? Why not share 
the magic with our 
readers? Send in your 
prom pics and we'll 
publish them on a spe­
cial photo page and a 
photo gallery on home- 
townlife.com. Simply 
e-mail your best shots 
to Plymouth Observer 
Editor Brad Kadrich at 
bkadrich@hometown- 
life.com and be sure to 
include names and high 
school of those pictured. 
Please limit to two-three 
photos and send in JPEG 
format only.
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City nixes fee, ponders tax vote
B y  M a t t  J a c h m a n

Observer Staff Writer

Plymouth property owners 
won’t see a 1-percent adminis­
trative fee on their tax bills, but 
city officials are leaving open 
the possibility of going to voters 
with some sort of tax proposal.

The Plymouth City Commis­
sion voted down Monday a plan 
to assess the 1-percent fee and 
funnel $215,000 — an estimate 
of the money the fee would raise 
during the next budget year 
— toward pension obligations. 
Officials said the fee, which is 
allowed by state law, would have

cost the average homeowner 
about $30 a year.

Some commission members, 
including Mayor Dan Dwyer, 
said they considered the fee a 
tax.

“It is increasing the taxes of 
our citizens without a vote,” said 
Commissioner Ron Loiselle, who 
voted against the fee.

But the mayor, who also voted 
no, said it’s “undeniable” the city 
will at some point have to find 
more money to pay legacy costs. 
Finance Director Mark Chris­
tiansen told commissioners the 
city’s future pension obligations 
to retirees are estimated at $8

million. Current employees have 
a 401(k)-type retirem ent plan, 
not guaranteed pensions.

'No d efin ite  p lan'
Dwyer said he was willing to 

discuss putting a tax propos­
al before voters at a future elec­
tion, and Commissioners Mike 
Wright and Diane Bogenrieder, 
who cast the only votes in favor 
of the fee, said they would join 
him in an informal commission 
subcommittee.

“There is no definite plan to 
put it on the ballot at all. There is 
only a plan to have a dialog about 
it,” Dwyer said Wednesday.

Dwyer said it isn’t certain what 
form the proposal would take, if 
it makes it to the ballot, but that 
it could be a request for a dedi­
cated millage, such as a public 
safety millage. The city’s total 
millage rate is just over 16 mills, 
or $16 for every $1,000 of a prop­
erty’s taxable value.

“I just can’t tax people without 
having a vote on it, and that fee 
is a tax,” the mayor said. Dwyer 
said he sees the November gen­
eral election as the earliest at 
which a tax proposal could go to 
voters, and that additional reve-

P le a s e  s e e  F E E , A 2

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Jim Thomas sweeps streets in western Plymouth Township.

Behind the scenes, township 
DPW provides basic services

B y  M a t t  J a c h m a n
Observer Staff Writer

They stay mostly under the 
radar, but you can’t turn a fau­
cet, drive clean roads or enjoy 
local parks without them.

The Plymouth Township 
Department of Public Works 
maintains the township’s 
water and sewer lines, sweeps 
the streets, removes snow 
and ice from township prop­
erties, hauls compost for resi­
dents’ use and provides labor 
for special events and every­

day needs.
“We’re that group that 

nobody knows too much about 
unless something really goes 
wrong,” Mike Karll, public 
works foreman, said Thesday 
during National Public Works 
week.

With just eight full-time 
employees, the department 
is mainly responsible for the 
township’s water system: 
more than 170 miles of water 
lines and 140 miles of sani­
tary sewers, more than 2,0000 
fire hydrants, more than 1,000

valves and nearly 10,000 res­
idential and commercial 
accounts.

W ater focus
Water and sewer make up 

much of the departm ent’s 
work load; meter-reading 
alone requires two to three 
weeks per month, depend­
ing on how many workers are 
assigned to it, and ongoing 
improvements to the system, 
such as the new water-boost-
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Pastor wins 
Kern honor

B y  M a t t  J a c h m a n
Observer Staff Writer

Riccardo

A Catholic pastor in Plymouth 
Township joined an elite group last 
week when he was honored for fol­
lowing the legacy of a beloved 
Detroit priest.

But the Rev. John Riccardo, pastor 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel joked
— with what parishioners call char­
acteristic modesty
— that his name is 
now the answer to a 
trivia question: Who 
doesn’t belong on 
this list?

Riccardo, a priest 
for 16 years and 
Good Counsel’s pas­
tor for five, was on 
May 17 given the
Gold Medallion award by the Father 
Clement Kern Foundation. The 
award puts him in the company of 
past winners such as former Detroit 
Mayor Dennis Archer, U.S. Court of 
Appeals Judge Damon Keith, four 
United Auto Workers presidents, 
and the Rev. William Cunningham 
and Eleanor Josaitis, co-founders of 
Focus: HOPE, a nonprofit Detroit 
job-training center.

Riccardo and Cunningham are the 
only priests to be given the Gold 
Medallion in the Kern Foundation’s 
30 years.

“I have never seen a priest, in my life­
time anyway, who has been so mov­
ing to people. Our church has grown 
by leaps and bounds,” said Audrey 
Monaghan, a Good Counsel parishioner 
and a Kern Foundation board member.
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Michigan 
Superin­

tendent of 
Schools Mike 
Flanagan and 

Dr. Jeremy 
Hughes, su­

perintendent 
of Plym­

outh-Canton 
Community 

Schools, talk 
with students 
during a Bully 
Busters dem­

onstration 
at Farrand 

Elementary 
School.

S t a t e  s c h o o l s  c h i e f  

i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  P - C
B y  B r a d  K a d r ic h
Observer Staff Writer

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Michigan Superintendent of Schools 
Mike Flanagan likes getting out into the 
schools every once in awhile to take a 
look at what’s going on.

On Thesday, he got an eyeful.
Flanagan, touring the state’s fourth- 

largest school district, heard from the

Plymouth-Canton Educational Park’s 
award-winning choir, cut a promo for 
the district’s award-winning radio sta­
tion, WSDP, and ate a lunch prepared by 
the Park’s award-winning culinary team, 
fresh off its second-place finish at the 
national competition.

He visited a forensics science class-
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Board to RESA: Put millage on ballot
B y  B r a d  K a d r ic h

Observer Staff Writer

A 2-mill enhancement millage 
idea being floated by Wayne 
RESA would more than make 
up for a projected deficit of 
some $5 million in Plymouth- 
Canton’s 2013-14 budget.

If it happens.
A divided Plymouth-Canton 

Community Schools Board of 
Education voted 4-3 Tuesday 
to urge Wayne RESA to get the 
enhancement millage on the 
ballot for the November gener­
al election.

According to Superintendent 
Jerem y Hughes, RESA is con­
sidering the millage “at the 
request” of the school districts

it serves, all of which are strug­
gling with varying degrees of 
budget issues.

RESA officials have said such 
a move would be contingent on 
getting support from districts 
representing at least 51 percent 
of the students in the district.

If it goes on the ballot, and if 
Wayne County voters approve 
it, the millage would be spread 
between RESA’s 34 districts on 
a per-student basis. Plymouth- 
Canton stands to get some $7 
million per year over the mill- 
age’s five-year lifespan.

“I t’s a source of revenue for 
us that would not be available 
anywhere else,” Hughes told 
Plymouth-Canton board mem­
bers Tbesday. “Budget pro­

jections over the next few 
years show us continuing to 
have deficits. I think all of us 
believe the Michigan economy 
will be getting better ... this is 
something that could tide us 
over.”

Getting enough districts to 
represent 51 percent of its stu­
dents could be tough for RESA. 
The largest school district in 
the state, Detroit, isn’t expect­
ed to even take up the issue 
until after the August prima­
ry. That means, according to 
Hughes, RESA would need sup­
port from some combination 
of Dearborn (the state’s third- 
largest district), Plymouth-Can­
ton (fourth-largest) and Livo­
nia.

Plymouth-Canton’s board 
passed the resolution RESA 
officials were looking for 
Tbesday, but just barely. And 
they were quick to point out 
the move was only meant to 
encourage RESA to put the 
question on the ballot, and 
not as support of the millage 
increase itself.

“This is the only game we 
have,” Trustee Barry Simes- 
cu said. “It’s an opportunity for 
our voters to weigh in on this.”

The issue the no-voters had 
was the fact the 2-mill question 
would raise more than $10 mil­
lion from Plymouth-Canton tax­
payers, but the local district 
would only keep a little more 
than $7 million of that, based on

the per-pupil distribution.
That didn’t sit well with some 

board members. Secretary 
Judy Mardigian and Trustees 
Mark Horvath and Mike Malo­
ney voted against it.

“I’m not going to support 
this,” Horvath said. “It’s a bad 
deal for our taxpayers.”

But the majority agreed with 
Simescu.

“We need to give our taxpay­
ers the opportunity to vote on 
this,” Trustee Sheila Paton said. 
“We need to let people weigh in. 
We’re looking at bad things (in 
the budget process) right now. 
If they want to pass it, maybe 
we don’t have to cut as much.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

Our Lady of Good Counsel's the Rev. John Riccardo and the 
Rev. William Cunningham are the only priests to be given 
the Gold Medallion in the Kern Foundation's 30 years.

FEE
Continued from page A1

nue is only needed tem­
porarily to “get over the 
hump” of outstanding leg­
acy costs.

Plymouth is one of 
the few communities 
in Wayne County that 
doesn’t assess some varia­
tion of the tax administra­
tion fee, which is designed 
to go toward the cost of 
assessing properties, pro­
cessing bills and collect­
ing taxes. The city col­
lects taxes for other gov­
ernment entities, such as 
the county, the Plymouth 
District Library and the 
Plymouth-Canton Com­
munity School District, 
largely without compen­
sation, in addition to col­
lecting its own taxes.

The administrative fee, 
if assessed, is supposed to 
go toward tax-collection 
expenses, but officials 
said that with the fee, 
money now used for that 
purpose could be freed up 
for other budget items.

C u ttin g  costs
Wright, who has said 

he was long against 
the administrative fee, 
argued for it Monday, 
saying that several city 
commissions in succes­
sion have been intense­
ly focused on cutting 
expenses.

“A big part of our sac­

rifice so far has come 
from our staff,” Wright 
said, noting that the city 
work force has been cut, 
departments consolidated 
and employees asked to 
bear more of their retire­
ment costs. “We’ve done 
this without really any 
noticeable diminution of 
services to our residents.”

But tight budgets have 
put some projects on 
hold, Wright said, such as 
plans to hire two addition­
al police officers.

“Our options on the 
cost-cutting side are 
basically nonexistent,” 
Wright said.

Police Lt. Jamie 
Grabowski spoke in favor 
of the fee, saying employ­
ees have accepted pay 
freezes and increased work 
loads. But he acknowl­
edged it was a tough call 
for commissioners.

“It’s a perfect exam­
ple of why some people 
don’t seek elected office,” 
Grabowski said.

Two residents spoke 
against the fee, calling it 
a tax increase.

“We’re already paying 
one of the highest taxes 
in the Detroit metropoli­
tan area,” Mike Vaz said, 
adding the fee would be 
“blatantly a tax increase 
on the citizens of Plym­
outh that they should not 
be asked to bear.”

mjachman@hometownlife.com 
(313) 222-2405

PASTOR
Continued from page A1

Friend to  the poor
Kern, who died in 1983, 

was known as a friend 
to the poor, the working 
class, and to immigrants, 
and was at Holy Trinity 
Church in Detroit’s Cork- 
town neighborhood from 
1943 to 1977, serving as 
pastor for most of those 
years.

Monaghan said that 
while Kern ministered 
to the poor in the physi­
cal sense, providing food, 
clothing and shelter, Ric­
cardo, in a wealthier com­
munity, ministers to the 
poor in spirit.

“He has the uncan­
ny ability to draw people 
into the church,” she said. 
“I have seen ... some peo­
ple who were agnostics, 
and they can’t get enough 
of him.”

Monaghan said Ricca­
rdo shows tremendous 
understanding for the 
people to whom he minis­
ters, but “doesn’t judge, 
doesn’t condemn, doesn’t 
placate and doesn’t con­
done.”

Riccardo lived a secu­
lar life between gradu­
ating from the Universi­
ty of Michigan and enter­
ing the seminary, dur­
ing which he worked 
for a Christian nonprof­
it and for Ford Motor Co. 
Monaghan said it’s that 
experience that helps her 
pastor connect with par­

ish members.
“He understands some 

of the trials and tribula­
tions that all of us live in 
our everyday lives,” she 
said.

'Real honor'
Riccardo, 46, said last 

week that he was “still a 
little flabbergasted” by 
the award.

“It’s a real honor to 
receive an award in the 
name of Father Kern, 
who was a real legend 
in the Archdiocese of 
Detroit and who impact­
ed so many people,” Ric­
cardo said. “It’s really an 
award that I’m receiv­
ing on behalf of the whole 
parish.”

Riccardo was honored 
by the Kern Foundation 
at a banquet at Mario’s 
Restaurant in Detroit on
May 17.

He grew up in Bir­
mingham and gradu­
ated from Shrine High 
School in Royal Oak and 
then from U-M. He stud­
ied philosophy at Sacred 
H eart M ajor Seminary 
in Detroit and stud­
ied theology in Rome, 
and also studied at the 
John Paul II Institute 
for Studies on M arriage 
and Family in Washing­
ton, D.C.

He has a daily radio 
show, Christ is the 
Answer, on Ave Maria 
Radio (AM 990).

mjachman@hometownlife.com 
(313) 222-2405
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ARO U N D PLYM OUTH
"Around Plymouth" is designed to announce upcoming events 
taking place in the community. Items will run on a space-avail­
able basis. Send details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com. 

GARDEN WALK
D a te / T im e : Tuesday, June 26, noon to 8 p.m.
L o c a t io n :  Plymouth
D e t a ils :  The 17th annual "Flowers are Forever" garden 
walk in Plymouth, sponsored by the Trailwood Garden 
Club, a branch of the Woman's National Farm and Garden 
Association. The gardens have a variety of features as well 
as many ideas that can be adapted to your own garden. 
Complimentary refreshments, raffle, and perennial sale will 
be at one of the gardens. Master Gardeners will also be 
available to answer gardening questions. Tickets are: pre­
sale, $8; and $10 on the day of the walk. Tickets for children 
12 and under are half-price; there is no charge for babes in 
arms. Strollers are not permitted.
C o n t a c t :  For additional information, contact Darlene 
Rinke, (734) 459-7499) or Marilyn Detmer, (734) 454-4625).

OPEN HOUSE
D a te / T im e : May 26, 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
L o c a t io n :  PLAV Post 166, 39375 Amrhein Road (at the 
southeast corner of Echols)
D e t a ils :  The Polish Legion of American Veterans (PLAV) 
will host an open house in conjunction with Memorial Day. 
Both veterans and the public are invited. Refreshments will 
be made available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
C o n t a c t :  For details call Roger L. Kehrier at (734) 453-2031. 

DAY CAMP
D a te / T im e : June 18 through Aug. 10, Monday-Friday, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.
L o c a t io n :  Salvation Army of Plymouth, Main Street just 
south of Ann Arbor Road.
D e t a ils :  The Salvation Army of Plymouth still has openings 
for its Summer Day Camp program. Cost is $60 per week 
per child. An optional before-care and after-care program 
exists for working parents. There are also scholarships avail­
able for families who cannot afford the full fee.
C o n t a c t :  For more information about the program, contact 
Cassie Hull, Program Ministries Coordinator, at (734) 453- 
5464 ext. 25 or e-mail cassie_hull@usc.salvationarmy.org.

ART EXHIBIT
D a te / T im e : Through May 31
L o c a t io n :  Liberty Street Brewing Co., 149 Liberty in Plym­
outh
D e t a ils :  David Stanton's artwork will be on view in the 
"upper hall" gallery. What makes Stanton's painting so en­
gaging? Exhibit organizers said, "They aren't just windows 
into his own soul, they're invitations for the viewer to open 
up their own and maybe let their inner child come out and 
play for a bit."
C o n t a c t :  (734) 207-9600 
MOPS MEETINGS
D a te / T im e : First-third Fridays, 9:15-11:30 a.m.
L o c a t io n :  St. Kenneth Catholic Church, 14951 Haggerty, 
Plymouth
D e t a i ls :  The St. Edith/St. Kenneth Catholic Parishes' Moth­
ers of Preschoolers (MOPS) group invites all mothers with 
children aged newborn through kindergarten to join. The 
group provides the encouragement, nurturing, and support 
and features a schedule of activities that include speakers, 
crafts, and group discussions.
C o n t a c t :  Heather at (734) 437-9517 or e-mail stekmops® 
gmail.com, or visit www.stekmops.org.

Honored at Madonna
Plymouth resident Jenna Peace was inducted into the Delta 
Mu Delta National Honor Society at the Madonna Univer­
sity School of Business Honors Convocation May 4.
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$ 3 . 9 9  it . $ 2 . 4 9  ib. $ 9 . 9 9  ib.

Choice Amish Amish

SffiS fi ffiSESS Chicke" Win«s 
$ 9 . 9 9  ib. $ 2 . 6 9  ib. $ 9 . 9 9  < h

C h ic k e n
K a b o b s

$ 5 . 9 9  it .

Choice
N e w  Y o rk  

S t r ip  S t e a k s

$ 7 . 9 9  ib.
Choice

D e n v e r
S t e a k

$ 5 . 9 9  ib.

Dearborn Brand
Jumbo Beef Hot Dogs 
& Smoked Kielbasa

$ 5 . 9 9  ib.

SEAFOOD
BBQ Shrimp 

Skewers
c t .

King Jumbo Shrimp
C r a b  L e a s  Fuiiy cooked

$ 1 9 . 9 9  ib. $ 1 2 . 9 9  ib. $ 1 8 . 9 9  ib!
f l f l f  V  W e  c a n y  a  f u l l  l i n e  o f

M i l  H i  D e a r b o r n  a n d  K o w a ls k i  P r o d u c ts

Eastern Market’s Hn^nrmQ9 ( $ 3  B o a r’s ( D H e a d  B o a r i© H e a d  B o a r fc O H e a d
own I I  2ft ■ " M 1 H im n  T^nirl Rlark Fnrpct Ham

I p A U i V V  Pkg.

own
Potato Salad or 

Cole Slaw

$2.99 ib.
h Garlic Bologna

$199 lb.

Muenster or Swiss
London Broil Krakus Polish Ham

$7.00 a. $5.00 ».

P B O D ia

C h e e s e

$5.00 it.

D AIRY GROCERY
Head
Lettuce...........
Louse Red 
Skin Potatoes 
Michigan 
Tomatoes.......

9 9 $ .

7 9 $ .

990n>

Bareman’s 2 / flE  OO  
Gallon Milk....  $ « > 9 0
M icelli’s
Shredded Cheeses
Athens Assorted Variety
Feta Cheese 6oz

M E A T  BUN D LES

!/ $ 5 . 0 0

$ 3 . 9 9

Assorted 2-Layer

Ice Cream Cakes.
Open Pit 
BBQ Sauces....
Fat Boy
BBQ Sauces 
or Rubs..........

$ 1 6 . 9 9

9 9 $

$ 3 . 9 9

B R .

ea.

V a r ie ty  B u n d le

$ 2 4 9 . 9 9
3 lbs. Sirloin Fillets Or Pepper Steaks 
3 lbs. New York Strips

B e e f V a r ie ty  
B u n d le  J

$ 1 2 6 . 9 9  $ 1 2 6 . 9 9

F o r k  V a r ie ty  
B u n d le

$ 6 7 . 9 9
3 lbs. Denver Steaks 
3 lbs. Porterhouse or T-Bones 
3 lbs. Pot roast
3 lbs. Sirloin Tip or Rump Roast 
8 lbs. Lean Ground Round 
3 lbs. X-Lean Beef or Pork Stew
2 lbs. Hickory Smoked Bacon 
Pkg Homemade Sirloin Patties
3 lbs. Breakfast Bulk Sausage
2 lbs. EMC’s Homemade Meatloaf
3 lbs. EMS’s Homemade Fresh Sausage 
8 lbs. Whole Fryers-May be cut up
3 lbs. Amish Boneless Chicken Breasts 
2 lbs. Beef, Pork or Chicken Cube Steaks

1.5 lbs. Beef or Pork Stew 
6 lbs. lean Ground Round 
2 lbs. Sirloin Tip or Rump roast 
2 lbs. Hickory Smoked Bacon 
2 lbs. Country Ribs or Pork Roast
2 lbs. Amish Boneless Chicken

Breasts
1 ib. Beef, Pork or Chicken Cube

Steaks
3 lbs. Pot roast
Pkg. Homemade Sirloin Patties
2 lbs. Center Cut Pork Chops 
1 Whole Fryer-May be cut up

2 lbs. New York Strip Steaks
3 ibs. Sirloin Tip or Rump Roast 
2 Ibs. X-Lean Stew Meat
6 Ibs. lean Ground Round
2 Ibs. Porterhouse or T-Bones
3 Ibs. Pot Roast
3 Ibs. Cube Steaks 
2 Ibs. Homemade Meatloaf

1 Spare Rib
3 Ibs. Country Ribs or Pork Roast
2 Ibs. Pork Stew or City Chicken 
2 Ibs. Breakfast Patties
4 Ibs. Pork Chops 
2 Ibs. Pork Cutlets 
2lbs. Bacon

• W h o le  a n d  H a lf  S id e s  o f  B e e f  A v a ila b le

J o i n  U s  o n  S a t u r d a y s  
f o r  o u r  O u t s i d e  B B Q  

S t a r t s  J u n e  8 t h !

• A ll  B u n d le s  a re  F R E E Z E R  R E A D Y !
OE08776404
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DPW
Continued from page A1

er station planned for the water 
tower at Five Mile and Beck, 
add more tasks.

This week, the department 
just about finished installing 
a couple of hundred season­
al water m eters in large irri­
gation systems, some at parks 
but most in the common areas 
of residential subdivisions, 
where the unprotected meters 
are removed during the win­
te r months to spare them dam­
age that could be caused by the 
freeze-thaw cycle.

“I like what I’m doing,” Bob 
Courter, the senior township 
DPW worker, with 18 years 
on the job, said Thesday after­
noon after he and seven-year 
employee Joe Overaitis dug 
up a broken sprinkler head 
connection at Point Park. “I 
like repairing things, keeping 
things running.”

Courter and Overaitis had fin­
ished installing the seasonal 
m eter on the Point Park sprin­
kler system, at Ann Arbor Road 
and Ann Arbor Trail, and had 
turned it on in order to locate a 
system leak.

“It didn’t take long to push 
this grass up,” Courter said of 
the spot where surging water 
had raised the sod. He and 
Overaitis used shovels to find 
the sprinkler head — broken 
off at the water line, perhaps 
by a lawn mower — and talked 
about getting a replacement, or 
at least a new connection if the 
head proved serviceable.

Later, they were to locate all 
the Point Park system’s connec­
tions and clear the area around 
them so as to make them visi­
ble to grass-cutters and other 
workers.

Great outdoors
“I love working outside,” 

Overaitis said, echoing a com­
mon theme among public works 
employees. Even the coldest 
months don’t bother him, he 
said: “You have to like it.”

“I’m an outdoors type of per­
son. I try  to get outdoors as 
much as I can,” Karll said in 
his office. The work is dif­
ferent every day, and allows 
him to interact with the pub­
lic, co-workers, other township

employees and elected offi­
cials, he said.

Karll has less than a year 
with the township, but is a 
DPW veteran. He spent 35 
years in public works in Can­
ton Township, retiring as 
superintendent, a job that had 
him overseeing a staff of more 
than 30 people.

He grew up in Canton, too, 
and has seen its population 
boom over the decades, he 
said. When he was growing up, 
he said, “Canton” meant the 
cornfields between the city of 
Wayne and Ypsilanti.

“The cornfields, of course, 
disappeared,” he said.

In addition to maintaining the 
water system, township DPW

Plymouth 
Township DPW 
foreman Mike 
Karll helps run 
the department 
that maintains 
the township's 
water and sewer 
lines, sweeps the 
streets, removes 
snow and ice 
from township 
properties and 
provides labor 
for special events 
and everyday 
needs.

workers remove snow and ice 
and spread salt at township- 
owned parking lots, driveways 
and sidewalks during the win­
ter, sometimes pitching in to 
clear main roads during heavy 
snowfalls (road maintenance 
is largely the responsibility of 
Wayne County); inspect and 
clean sanitary sewers; help out 
during special events or to put 
up or take down seasonal deco­
rations in public areas; remove 
dead animals from the roads; 
and clean the streets regularly 
from April until the leaves fall. 
(Lawn care on township prop­
erties is done by parks work­
ers.)

The workers, who begin their 
days at 7:30 a.m. with a “tail­

gate meeting” to get their 
assignments for the day, are 
all cross-trained, Karll said. 
“Everybody can do all the jobs 
around here,” he said.

Clean sw eep
“Meeting people, helping peo­

ple,” Jim  Thomas said of his job 
motivations. “I’m not stuck in 
an office.”

Thomas, who has 15 years 
with the township, spoke as 
he used a fire hydrant at the 
DPW headquarters on Port 
Street to refill the 300-gallon 
tank on the street sweeper he 
had been driving. Thomas has 
done a variety of tasks, but 
said he has been concentrating 
on driving the sweeper for the 
last few years. He also hauls 
compost from the township’s 
provider to the DPW building; 
the compost is available for 
township residents, who pick it 
up themselves in plastic buck­
ets.

Thomas said when a spots a 
child on his sweeping route, 
he’ll stop the sweeper and raise 
the hopper, which reaches 
about 15 feet. “The kid’s awed,” 
he said.

“It’s a cool truck for the lit­
tle kids to see,” he added. “It’s a 
good PR thing.”

mjachman@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2405

CRIME WATCH
V a n  v i o l a t e d

A parked minivan was the 
target of a break-in attempt 
recently on Newport Drive, 
north of Joy road and east of 
Haggerty, according to a Plym­
outh Township Police Depart­
ment report.

The owner discovered dam­
age to her 2011 Chrysler Town 
& Country late last month, and 
told police it likely occurred 
some time since mid-January, 
when she was in Florida. The 
car was parked in a carport at 
the time.

Police said it appeared a tool 
had been used in an attempt 
to pry open doors, which were 
damaged.

Nothing was reported stolen 
from the vehicle.

— By M att Jachm an

F i r e  r u n s

The Plymouth Community 
Fire Department responded to 
the following runs during the 
period May 16-21:

• Monday, May 21 — Rescue 
runs on Terrace Court, on Shel­
don north of Ann Arbor Road, 
at Sheldon and Ann Arbor 
Road, on Plymouth Oaks, on 
Northville Road, on Sheldon, 
on westbound M-14 east of I- 
275 and on Washington.

• Sunday, May 20 — Rescue 
runs on Haggerty, on west­
bound M-14 west of Sheldon, 
on Fuller Court, on Elmhurst, 
on Plymouth Road and on 
Northville Road.

• Saturday, May 19 — Rescue 
runs on Northville Road, on 
Schoolcraft, on General Drive, 
on North Drive, at Haggerty 
and Gilbert, on Ferguson, on 
Newport and on Keel.

• Friday, May 18 — Rescue 
runs on Sheldon, on Brent­
wood, on Northville Road, on 
Hammill, at Ann Arbor Trail 
and Beck, on Five Mile, on 
Ash, on Ann Arbor Road, on 
Quail Circle and on Sheldon.

• Thursday, May 17 — Res­
cue runs on Ridge, on Canton 
Center, on Woodway and at Six 
Mile and Sheldon.

• Wednesday, May 16 — Res­
cue runs on Northville Road, at 
Five Mile and Maxell, on Elm­
hurst and on Beck.

a r d e n v i e w s

Gardenviews Celebrates 17 Years
And Still Loving It!

F ri., M a y  25 * S a t., M a y  26  • S u n ., M a y  27

Dxiwii town 15s o rthviLl em m , E. M ainSt.
www.gardenviewsinc.com

T H E  E N T I R E  S T O R E  W I L L  B E  1 7 %  O F F

i

mailto:mjachman@hometownlife.com
http://www.gardenviewsinc.com


online at hometownlife.com LO C A L  NEW S Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, May 24, 2012 (P) A5

Trustee leaves Schoolcraft 
for Arizona retirement

B y  J u l ie  B r o w n
Staff Writer

Patricia Watson will 
take lots of good memo­
ries of Schoolcraft Col­
lege to Arizona in June 
when she and husband 
Charles Jerzy eke move 
there for retirement.

Watson was elected to a 
third six-year term  on the 
community college Board 
of Trustees in May 2005. 
She was first appointed to 
fill a vacancy in October 
1991 through June 1993. 
She’s served since then, 
most recently as secre­
tary, as well as chair and 
treasurer.

'In cred ib ly
rew ard in g'

“I have learned so 
much about the commu­
nity college system,” said 
the Northville resident, 
a licensed psychologist 
and director of psychol­
ogy for the Center for 
Forensic Psychiatry in 
Ann Arbor. “It has been 
incredibly rewarding for 
me.”

She’s learned of ways 
to give back, and is hon­
ored the college is nam­
ing a student scholarship 
in her honor. “I’m real­
ly humbled by that honor. 
It’s just a really humbling 
experience for me.”

She’d been the board’s 
representative to the 
Michigan Community 
College Association and 
served on the Schoolcraft 
Development Authority 
which oversees develop­

ment of 
assets as 
a result of 
land lease 
arrange­
ments.

“Some­
one can 
attain an 
education, 

a quality education, at 50 
percent of the cost,” she 
said of Schoolcraft.

She earned a doctor­
ate in clinical psycholo­
gy from the University of 
Detroit, a m aster’s from 
University of St. Francis, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., and a 
bachelor’s from Aquinas 
College, Grand Rapids. 
She received an outstand­
ing leadership award 
from Aquinas College.

Watson is a clinical 
and forensic psycholo­
gist in private practice. 
Watson has also taught 
at Madonna University 
as an adjunct associate 
instructor in the Grad­
uate Division. She has 
served as a consultant to 
the Detroit Area Salva­
tion Army Corps and the 
Denby Children’s Home 
in Detroit. Watson was 
appointed as a commis­
sioner to the Northville 
Youth Assistance Pro­
gram (1998 to 2002).

She is a member of the 
American Psychological 
Association and Michi­
gan Psychological Associ­
ation. In September 1996, 
Gov. John Engler appoint­
ed her to the Board of 
Psychology for the state 
of Michigan and she has 
served as chair.

Points o f pride

Watson is proud of 
Schoolcraft’s fitness 
center, the Transitions 
Center which helps 
returning veterans and 
others, music recitals, 
dinner theater, profes­
sional development and 
recreational opportuni­
ties, and tutoring/vol- 
unteering options at 
Schoolcraft.

“There are just so 
many aspects of the col­
lege which are really 
treasures,” said Watson, 
whose term  will be com­
pleted by an appointee 
prior to the November 
2012 election.

She noted programs 
developed in her time, 
such as the possibility 
of bachelor’s degrees at 
Schoolcraft in nursing 
and culinary arts, which 
would require legislative 
approval. Watson also cit­
ed the biomedical tech­
nology building, with its 
focus on math and sci­
ence.

“It’s been gratifying to 
see all the changes and 
improvements in the Gar­
den City campus,” said 
Watson, who’s also proud 
of the library and public 
safety training improve­
ments.

“We just have great 
staff, great administra­
tion. It’s a good resource. 
This really is the best of 
a community asset,” she 
said. “And we’re debt- 
free.”

jcbrown@hometownlife.com

Watson

♦

O P E N  A R M S  U F f f l E H H  

i n v i t e s  y o u  t o  j o i n  u s  t o .  

G o s p e l  M u s i c  a n d  M i n i s t r y

w i t h

G o rd o n  J e n s e n
Gordon, an International 
Evangelist and Gospel 
singer/Songwriter, is a 
man with a passion for 
Jesus Christ and the work 
of the ministry. Gordon 
ministers in song as well 
as a prophetic healing 
ministry.

He is the songwriter who 
gave us classics like 
R e d e m p t i o n  D r o w e t h  
N i g h ,  B i g g e r  T h a n  A n y  
M o u n t a i n ,  H e ’s  A s  C l o s e  
A s  T h e  M e n t i o n  O f  H is  
N a m e ,  and many more. 
Ten times nominated for 
the Gospel Music 
Association’s Dove 
Award.

E v e r y o n e  W e l c o m e !
Bring your family and friends-you’ll be blessed!
SUNDAY, MAY 27TH, 2012-10:30 AM AND 6:00 PM

M e e t  o u r  N e w  P a sto r G r a d y  J e n s e n  a n d  
M u s ic  M in ister A b e  F a zz in i 

33015 W. 7 Mile, Livonia, Ml 48152  
E. of Farmington Rd. • Across from Joe’s Produce)

248.471.5282
♦

OE08777690

P re se n te d  b y

Blue Cross 
Blue Shield
of Michigan

A  nonprofit corporation and Independent licensee 
of the B lue C ro ss  and B lue Sh ie ld  Assoc ia tion

Begin at 
7:00 p.m.

o n  t h e

H i n e s  P a r k  L in c o ln
S t a g e  i n  

K e l l o g g  P a r k

May 2 5'bugs Beddow Band
( E a r t h ,  W i n d  a n d  F i r e  m e e t s  M o t o w n )

June I'The BelAirs
( 5 0 ’s  a n d  6 0 ’s  h i t s )

June 8'Motor City Soul
( M o t o w n  R & B  a n d  S o u l )

June 15 The BluesCasters
( B l u e s )

June 2 2'The Shawn Riley Band
( T o p  4 0  H i t s  f r o m  l a s t  3 0  y e a r s )

June 29'Al Jaquez and Friends
( P o p ,  R o c k ,  B l u e s  &  R o c k a b i l l y )

July 6 'Steve King and the Dittilies
( D e t r o i t  R o c k  &  R o l l )

July I3'Art in the Park
( N O  B A N D )

July 20'The Sound Alternative
( H o r n  B a n d  p l a y i n g  R o c k  &  R o l l  H i t s )

July 27'Gia Warner
( R o c k ,  S o u l  a n d  O r i g i n a l  M u s i c )

August 3'The Crutches
( U n i q u e  t w i s t  o n  h i t  m u s i c )

August I O'Mass Transit
( C r o w d  f a v o r i t e  p l a y s  m i x  o f  h i t s )

August I7'Randy Brock Group
( B l u e s )

August 24'Rodeo Drive
( D e t r o i t  C o u n t r y  +  R o c k  &  R o l l )

August 31'Lady Sunshine & the X Band
( T h e  Q u e e n  o f  D e t r o i t  S o u l )

w w w .d o w n to w n p ly m o u th .o rg  • fa c e b o o k .c o m /p ly m o u th d d a

♦

C h e c k  u s  o u t  o n  t h e  W e b  e v e r y  

d a y  a t  h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

i

mailto:jcbrown@hometownlife.com
http://www.downtownplymouth.org
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Trustee decries rumors she’ll resign
B y  B r a d  K a d r ic h

Observer Staff Writer

Kay Arnold has heard the 
rumors, and she’s not very hap­
py about it.

Arnold, the longest-serving 
member of the Plymouth Town­
ship Board of Trustees, is seek­
ing her sixth term  on the board. 
She made the decision to run 
after talking to family, friends 
and colleagues.

Arnold, who is also the 
board’s liaison to the town­
ship planning commis­
sion, has seen the township

through the 
addition of

f’ss B  Advanced Life 
■  Support train- 

ing for its fire­
fighters, the 
construction 

|  of a new town-
Arnold sh iP hal1- the

building of a 
second w ater tow er and the 
latest battle  over the m an­
ning of the fire departm ent, 
said she filed because she 
believes there  are still issues 
to be settled.

But rumors have already

sprung up, practically before 
the ink was dry on her nominat­
ing petitions, that Arnold plans 
to resign shortly after being 
sworn in, allowing other board 
members to appoint a trustee 
of their choosing.

Arnold said she’s furious 
about the rumor.

“Why would I do that?” 
Arnold asked. “I have my flow­
ers, I have grandchildren... if 
I wasn’t committed to serving 
the full term, I certainly have 
other things to do. If I’m lucky 
enough to be re-elected, I will 
serve my full term  and do the

best job I can, the way I always 
have.”

The name attached to the 
rum or is Carl Berry, who was 
the township’s first chief of 
police when its department was 
formed in the mid-1980s.

Berry, a security consultant 
who provides security for the 
Detroit auto show, flatly denied 
the rumor, saying he’s not inter­
ested in serving on the board.

“I’ve heard the rumors, and 
they’re totally untrue,” Berry 
said. “I don’t have the time to 
serve on the township board of 
trustees.”

He said he doesn’t know 
the source of the rumor, but 
decried anyone who would 
spread it.

“For people to say she’s going 
to do th a t... Kay wouldn’t be 
part of that,” Berry said. “Peo­
ple who are spreading those 
kinds of rumors don’t have the 
township’s best interests at 
heart. Kay Arnold has always 
been an honorable member of 
the township board, and I have 
no doubt she’ll serve her entire 
term .”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

R e la y  t o p s  $ 2 3 0 K  f o r  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  c a n c e r

U N I T E D  T E M P E R A T U R E
8 9 1 9  M ID D L E B E L T  • L IV O N IA

(7 3 4 )  5 2 5 - 1 9 3 0
w w w . u n i t e d t e m p e r a t u r e s e r v i c e s . c o m

THINKING ABOUT... Receive up to a...

$1,075°°
R e b a t e *

Offer expires 6-15-12 
*See dealer for details

c p f u s

•  Q u a lity  W o rk m a n s h ip
• B B B  A +  R atin g
• C o m p e tit iv e  P r ic e s
• E x te n d e d  W a rra n tie s
• F a m ily  O w n e d  &  

O p erated

Premier Dealer 

FREE
ESTIMATES

Visit Our Showroom! Our 38th Year!

Offer Expires 6/15/2012
•Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox 
products. **See dealer for details. ©2012 Lennox Industries, Inc. 

Lennox dealers include Independently owned & operated businesses.

B y  B r a d  K a d r ic h
Observer Staff Writer

Becky K rause of 
Livonia had a p re -su r­
gery  conversation  with 
h er friend , Tom Roat, 
sev era l years ago as 
Roat p rep ared  to go 
into su rg e ry  in his 
figh t with colon cancer.

The two had been  
p lanning to walk in 
the R elay fo r Life to 
help ra ise  m oney to 
figh t cancer, and Roat 
w anted to m ake sure 
K rause did the walk, 
w ith him  or w ithout 
him. He was confident 
h e ’d su rv ive the su r­
gery, bu t he ex trac ted  
the prom ise from  her 
anyway.

Roat never m ade 
it off the table, the 
colon can cer claim ing 
him during  surgery .
So th e re  was K rause 
Saturday  at C anton’s 
R elay fo r Life, keep­
ing the prom ise sh e’d 
m ade Roat th ree  years 
earlier.

D ressed  in a p ira te  
costum e w ith her 
friend , M elissa Tulppo 
of W estland — “We’re  
k icking can ce r’s 
ARRRRsse!” Tulppo 
said — K rause walked 
the path  th rough  Can­
ton ’s H eritag e  P ark  in 
R oat’s memory.

“He m ade me prom ­
ise I ’d walk the re lay ,” 
said  K rause, who also 
w alked fo r h e r friend , 
M ichelle, who lost her

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Buy a turkey leg from Cancer Pirate's comely wenches, Becky Krause of Livonia and Melissa Tulppo of Westland.

bro ther, Dave, to leu­
kem ia a few y ea rs  ago. 
“I prom ised, and here 
I am .”

She was one of near­
ly 850 individuals — 
and 74 team s — who 
walked the 24-hour 
re lay  to ra ise  money 
fo r can cer research . 
F inal to ta ls w eren’t 
availab le  yet, but 
R elay rep resen ta tiv e  
Mia Gocaj said the 
event ra ised  in excess

of $236,000.
That m eans the event 

in the las t five years 
has ra ised  m ore than 
$1 million.

That to ta l doesn’t su r­
p rise  B rian  and Rob­
in Holm lund of Can­
ton, who a tten d ed  th e ir 
seventh  s tra ig h t Relay 
fo r Life event. They 
lost th e ir  son, Andrew, 
to Ewing sarcom a six 
y ea rs  ago, and m an a 
booth selling  cookies,

w ater and o ther tre a ts  
in H eritag e  Park.

The cookies a re  spe­
cial, designed with 
A ndrew ’s favo rite  sym ­
bol: sunshine w ith a 
sm iley face on it. The 
fam ily sold m ore than  
200 cookies th is year.

“We sell out every  
year,” H olm lund said. 
“We have people who 
tell us they  come back 
(just) fo r the cookies. 
T hey’re  v ery  popular.”

Holm lund, whose 
daugh ter M organ was 
team  captain  th is year, 
said he believes th ings 
m ight be getting  better.

“Each year it seem s 
like the s ta tis tic s  get 
b e tte r  and b e tte r  in 
te rm s of childhood can­
cer,” he said. “You see 
m ore and m ore people 
back (a t Relay fo r Life) 
as su rv ivors. T h at’s a 
good th in g .”

Ken B entley  of 
Rom ulus counts him ­
self a survivor, though 
he hasn ’t com pletely 
b ea ten  his non-Hodg- 
k in ’s la rg e  B-cell lym ­
phom a yet. He was 
th e re  S aturday  w ith a 
big sm ile.

“I haven’t beat it yet, 
but I feel like I ’m b ea t­
ing it,” said Bentley, 
diagnosed in M arch. 
“T here a re  so m any 
caring  people out here. 
I t ’s a lot of em otion.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
(313) 222-8899

C ity  o f  P ly m o u th  W a te r  a n d  S e w e r  

R a te  C a r d  #14

W a t e r  R a t e  S e w e r  R a t e  M i n i m u m  B i l l i n e :  4 . 0 0 0  G a l l o n s

P e r  1 0 0 0

G a l l o n s  $4.67 $6.04

Ready to Serve Charges 
Quarterly Fees

Water Tap Fees
Plus Time and Material for City 

Inspections, Supervisors and Crew

Sanitary Sewer Tap Fees/ 
Storm Sewer Tap Fees

Plus Time and Material for City 
Inspections, Supervisors and Crew

M e t e r  S i z e C h a r g e T a p  S i z e C h a r g e T a p  S i z e C h a r g e

5/8" $11.56
Up to and 

including 1" Tap $750.00
Up to and 

including 6" Tap $750.00
3/4" $13.00 1.5" Tap $1,125.00 8" Tap $1,500.00
1" $19.76 2" Tap $1,500.00 10" Tap $3,000.00

1.5" $39.65 3" Tap $2,250.00 12" Tap $6,000.00
2" $62.92 4" Tap $3,000.00 14" Tap $8,000.00
3" $117.96 6" Tap $4,500.00
4" $185.22 8" Tap $6,000.00
6" $389.20 T a p  D i a m e t e r  B y  $ 7 5 0 . 0 0

> C o m m e r c i a l  S e w e r  S u r c h a r g e - F e e s  a r e  B i l l e d  a s  M a n d a t e d  o n  a  O n e - f o r - O n e  B a s i s

>  N o n - R e s i d e n t i a l  C u s t o m e r s  a r e  B i l l e d  M o n t h l y

>  T h e r e  W i l l  B e  a  M a x i m u m  o f  2 0  D a y s  F r o m  W a t e r  B i l l i n g  D a t e  t o  D u e  D a t e

>  N e w  W a t e r  S e r v i c e  M e t e r  F e e  = I n s t a l l a t i o n  T i m e  a n d  M a t e r i a l  p l u s  1 5 %

>  T h e r e  i s  a  $ 7 5 . 0 0  F e e  f o r  " A f t e r  H o u r s "  W a t e r  T u r n  o n l o f f

ADDITIONAL SEWER FEES
Property owner is responsible for all sewer leads, pipes, and taps up to and including the connection to the 
City's mains. Property owner is responsible for the repair and/or replacem ent of any publicly owned property 
including, bu t not limited to grass, sod, top soil, trees, curb, gutter, street pavement and base material.

CONSTRUCTION PURPOSES
For building or construction purposes, the daily charges shall be made for the use of w ater from the time of 
installation of the service pipe until m eter installation:

Service 
Pipe Size

3/4"
1 "

1.5"
2 "

3”
4"
6 "

8 "

Charge
$ 1 0 . 0 0

$ 2 0 . 0 0

$45.00
$75.00
$125.00
$154.00
$345.00
$700.00

All connections to the w ater supply system or the sewer disposal system shall be made by and a t the expense 
of the property owner or user so connecting, subject to any rules or regulations therefore now or hereafter 
established by the city, and subject to inspection and approval p rio r to use. A perm it for such connection 
shall be obtained in advance from the city, and the property owner or user m aking such connection shall pay 
all inspection charges now or hereafter established by the city p rio r to the use thereof.
Property owner is responsible for TAP compliance w ith ALL Federal, State or Local Rules, Regulations, or 
Laws.
TAPS RESTRICTED
The term  "tap" as used herein  shall include any opening or outlet heretofore or hereafter made in the w ater 
system, for the purpose of w ithdraw ing w ater therefrom  for any use, public or private, e ither commercial or 
domestic, excepting the hydrants. No taps shall be made to the system unless authorized by the proper city 
authorities.

»N on-Paym ent Penalty - 15% Added To Total Bill For All Bills Paid After The Due D a te «

P u b l i s h :  M a y  2 4 ,  2 0 1 2

Peggy Davis came from Battle Creek to visit her daughter, 
Carrie Burch of Canton, and to support the Bad Blood 
Club, fighting leukemia.

A u t o  w o r k e r s . . . h a v e  y o u  b e e n  

o f f e r e d  t h e  o p t i o n  t o  r e c e i v e  a  l u m p  

s u m  p a y m e n t  f r o m  y o u r  e m p l o y e r ^

Call us today to talk about what 
options may be right for you.

Michael K. Klassa, 
CFP.'ChFC,* CRPC,« 
Financial Advisor

A m erip rise
F in a n c ia l

37677 Pembroke Ave. • Livonia, Ml 48152 • 734-432-6490
Am eriprise  Finan cia l S ervices, Inc. Mem ber FINRA and SIPC.
© 2011 A m eriprise  Finan cia l, Inc. All righ ts r e s e r v e d ._______________________________ O E 0 8 7 7 6 7 1 8

k

mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
http://www.unitedtemperatureservices.com
mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com


o n l i n e  a t  h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m L O C A L  N E W S Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, May 24, 2012 (P ) A 7

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

S o m e  40 fo u rth -  a n d  f if th -g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  h a v e  b e co m e  

B u lly  B u sters a t  Fa rran d  E le m e n ta ry  S ch o o l.

FRANK RUGGIRELLO

M ic h ig a n  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  S ch o o ls  M ik e  F la n a g a n  a c­

ce p ts  h is s ta tu s  as h o n o ra ry  B u lly  B u ster fro m  Fa rran d  

E le m e n ta ry  S ch o o l P rin cipa l T ro y  R eehl.

SCHOOLS
Continued from page A1

room and watched stu­
dents conduct a ballistics 
lab, then heard from more 
than three dozen Farrand 
Elementary School stu­
dents who are part of the 
school’s Bully Busters 
anti-bullying team. (

Flanagan, whose own 
children went to Plym- 
outh-Canton schools 
years ago, came away 
impressed.

“I can’t believe what 
they’re doing here with 
resources that are about 
the same as they were in 
2005, and are less than 
some of the districts 
around them,” Flanagan 
said. “It shows it can be 
done. This district is a mod­
el. It’s remarkable to me 
what they’re pulling off.”

Battling bullies
Flanagan was partic­

ularly impressed with 
Farrand’s Bully Bust­
ers. He watched a video 
explaining the program, 
then listened as students

explained what they liked 
about the program.

Bully Busters was formed 
earlier this school year 
by new Farrand Principal 
Tboy Reehl and counselor 
Dani Evans after, as Evans 
said, they “got pushback” 
from parents about bullying 
issues at the school.

Evans trains the Bully 
Busters — there are some 
40 fourth- and fifth-grad­
ers — in a weeklong ses­
sion that teaches them 
what bullying is, strat­
egies to prevent it, and 
methods of conflict reso­

lution.
The Busters are outfit­

ted with trademark orange 
vests, keep records of con­
flicts they resolve and 
even hand out “positive 
behavior” coupons.

“We are finding not only 
has it been successful on 
the playground and the 
buses, but the kids look 
up to the Bully Busters,” 
Evans said. “A lot of them 
want to be Bully Busters.”

The students said 
they’ve noticed a lower 
number of instances com­
pared to last year.

“We prevent bullying 
before it makes an impact 
on students in a negative 
way,” said Bully Bust­
er Sophia Balow. “I love 
being a Bully Buster.”

“From last year to this 
year, I think it’s made 
a big difference,” fel­
low Bully Buster Kaitlin 
Mockaitis said. “Last year 
there were huge drama 
issues. This year, there 
are almost none.”

Passing on
Flanagan was 

impressed enough to ask 
students what he could do 
to replicate the program

at elementary schools 
across the state.

“It was a serious ques­
tion,” Flanagan said. 
“How might we repro­
duce this? You see good 
things and it’s hard to get 
them to other schools. 
Bullying is such an inhib­
itor to learn ing ... It’s a 
very serious issue, and 
to deal with it at this age 
is impressive. The dif­
ferences these kids were 
talking about (from last 
year) is remarkable.” 

While he was in town, 
Flanagan talked about:

• Charter schools — 
With new charters pop­

ping up in both Plymouth 
and Canton, Flanagan 
said public schools like 
Plymouth-Canton have 
to make clear the differ­
ences in the program­
ming they offer. He said 
the various academies 
Plymouth-Canton is plan­
ning to offer in the fall is 
a good step.

“There really shouldn’t 
be a fear of charter 
schools,” Flanagan said. 
“You offer alternatives 
yourself. The academies 
are a sm art thing.”

• Cyber schools — Fla­
nagan said he was against 
cyber schools at first, 
and still would be against 
a complete lifting of 
the cap. He said cyber 
schools are  an extension 
of online learning that’s 
already being offered.

“lb  take the cap off 
would have been a mis­
take ... I think they 
reached a good compro­
mise,” he said. “I’ve seen 
a lot of alternative educa­
tion kids really struggling 
in class who thrive online. 
So it can work.”

(734) 453-3203
w w w . C r y s t a l C r a e k A s s i s t e d L i v i n g . c o m

8121 L ille y  R oad  

C a n to n , M ic h ig a n  48187
(Located between Joy & Warren Roads)

F u l l  A s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  

B a t h i n g ,  D r e s s i n g  &  H y g i e n e  

i n  a  S m a l l  H o m e - l i k e  S e t t i n g

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer’s residents

•  H i g h l y  C o m p e t i t i v e  I n c l u s i v e  R a t e s

• 24 H our Pro fessiona l Staffing

• Private/Sem i-Private/Barrier-Free

• 3 H om e-C ook ed  M e a ls  a  Day

• O n-Call Nurse P ractitioner

• M e d ica tio n  M a n a g e m e n t

• D a ily  H ou se keep in g  &  Laundry

• B e au ty  &  B arber Shop

• W ander Secured/Endosed  Courtyard

P r i c e  t e l l s ,  q u a l i t y  s e l l s '

ONLY 5 MINUTES SOUTH OF CHERRY HILL VILLAGE!

Geddes

I
1 ,  11

Holmes i*.

a r m  M a r k e t s

C o r n e r  o f  H o l m e s  &  
R i d g e  R d .  (1  B l k .  N o r t h  

o f  E .  M i c h i g a n  A v e . )  

Open 9-7 D aily  

734.483.1783

M e m o ria l
D a y

P l a n t s !
A l l  4 8  c o u n t

ANNUALS
I V  F l a t

O v e r  2 0 0  v a r i e t i e s

PERENNIALS
18/*17?®.

H o s t

HANGING
BASKETS
* 1 4 "

TOP 9 REASONS
N O T  T O  S E T T L E

FOR AT&T U-VERSE
FEATU RE X F IN IT Y U-VERSE

The most On Demand shows and movies on TV, 
streaming online and on your tablet or smartphone 
with the XFINITY™ TV App

Y E S N O

The most FREE On Demand choices — over 37,000 Y E S N O

The most HD choices Y E S N O

AnyRoom® On Demand, so you can start 
an On Demand show in one room and 
finish it in another

Y E S N O

The most live sports Y E S N O

The fastest Internet provider in the nation 
according to PC Mag Y E S N O

Includes Constant Guard” online protection with 
Norton™ Security Suite, IDENTITY GUARD® and Comcast 
Secure Backup and Share — at no additional cost

Y E S N O

Advanced home phone calling features like Readable 
Voicemail and Text Messaging at no extra cost Y E S N O

Universal Caller ID® to your home phone, TV, PC 
and smartphone Y E S N O

Get more of what you love with XFINITY.
X F I N I T Y  T V

$ " * A 9 9  \
X F I N I T Y

S T R E A M P I X

FREE
f o r  3  m o n t h s fo r 3 months

X fin ity

A l l  b a c k e d  b y  t h e  3 0 -  
D a y  M o n e y - B a c k  
C o m c a s t  C u s t o m e r  
G u a r a n t e e ! ”

Don’t wait -  call 1 -8 7 7 - 8 6 3 - 3 1 7 5  today!

co m ca st.co m /xfin ity C o m c a s t .

O ffe r  e n d s  6 / 3 0 / 1 2  a n d  Is lim ite d  to  n e w  re sidential c u s to m e r s . X F I N I T Y  s e rvic e  n o t a v a ila b le  in all a r e a s . R e q u ire s  s u b s c rip tio n  to  D ig ita l S ta rte r T V  a n d  S h o w tim e  s e rv ic e . A f te r  6  m o n th s , m o n th ly  s e rv ic e  c h a r g e  fo r D ig ital S ta rte r g o e s  to  $ 4 9 .9 9  fo r 
m o n th s  7 - 1 2 .  A f te r  3  m o n th s , m o n th ly  se rvic e  c h a r g e  fo r  S h o w tim e  g o e s  t o  $ 1 0  lo r  m o n th s  4 - 1 2 .  A f te r  3  m o n th s , re g u la r ra te s  a p p ly  fo r  X F I N I T Y  S t r e a m p i x ™ . A f t e r  p ro m o tio n a l p e rio d  o r if a n y  s e rv ic e  is c a n c e lle d  o r d o w n g r a d e d , re g u la r c h a rg e s  
a p p ly . C o m c a s t's  c u rr e n t m o n th ly  s e rv ic e  c h a rg e  fo r  D ig ita l S ta rte r T V  ra n g e s  fro m  $ 3 9 .9 5  -  $ 6 6 .2 0 , d e p e n d in g  o n  a r e a , fo r S h o w tim e  ra n g e s  fro m  $ 1 0 .9 5  -  $ 1 9 .9 9 , d e p e n d in g  o n  a r e a , a n d  f o r  X F I N I T Y  S t r e a m p ix ™  Is $ 4 .9 9 . S e rv ic e  lim ited to  a  
sin g le  o u tle t. A d d itio n a l e q u ip m e n t, In s talla tio n, ta x e s  a n d  fra n c h is e  fe e s  e x tr a . M a y  n o t b e  c o m b in e d  w ith  o th e r o ffe rs . B a s ic  s e rv ic e  s u b s c rip tio n  re q u ire d  to  re c e ive  o th e r leve ls o f  s e rvic e . O n  D e m a n d  s e le c tio n s  s u b je c t to  c h a r g e  In d ic a te d  a t  tim e  o f  
p u rc h a s e . H D  p ro g ra m m in g  lim ite d  to  p ro g ra m m in g  p ro v id e d  to  C o m c a s t in H D  fo r m a t, C o m p a r is o n s  in clu d e  H D  c h a n n e l lin e u p  a n d  H D  p ro g ra m m in g  a v a ila b le  O n  D e m a n d . N o t  all p ro g ra m m in g  o r  s e rv ic e s  a v a ila b le  In all a r e a s . M o s t  U v e  S p o r ts  availa b le  
w ith  D ig ita l P r e fe rr e d  T V  a n d  X F I N I T Y  H ig h -S p e e d  In te rn e t w ith  E S P N 3 .c o m . M o n e y - B a c k  G u a ra n te e  lim ite d  to  o n e  m o n th  re cu rrin g  s e rv ic e  a n d  s ta n d a rd  installation c h a r g e s  u p  t o  $ 5 0 0 . C o n s ta n t G u a r d ™  a n d  a s s o c ia te d  lo g o s  a r e  tr a d e m a rk s  o r fe d e ra lly 
re g is te re d  tr a d e m a rk s  o f  C o m c a s t C o rp o ra tio n . N o t  all fe a tu r e s , In c lud ing  C o n s ta n t G u a r d ™  P ro te c tio n  S u ite , a r e  a v aila b le  w ith  M a c in to s h  s y s te m s . 2 0 1 1  ra tin g  b y  P C  M a g  b a s e d  o n  re vie w  o f  c u s to m e r d a ta  fro m  w w w .s p e e d te s t .n e t . P C  M a g  lo g o  Is a  
tra d e m a rk  o f  Z i f f  D a v is , In c . U s e d  u n d e r lic e ns e . ©  2 0 1 2  Z i f f  D a v is , In c . A ll rig hts re s e rv e d . F o r  d e tails a b o u t C o n s ta n t G u a r d ™  fo r M A C , visit x fi n it y .c o m / C G M A C . A p p le  a n d  th e  A p p le  logo a r e  t ra d e m a rk s  o f  A p p le  In c ., re g is te re d  in th e  U .S .  a n d  o th e r 
c o u n tr ie s . iP a d , iP h o n e  a n d  iP o d  to u c h  a r e  re g is te re d  t ra d e m a rk s  o f  A p p le  In c . A p p  S to re  is a  s e rvic e  m a r k  o f  A p p le  In c . C all fo r re stric tio ns  a n d  c o m p le te  d e ta ils . ©  2 0 1 2  C o m c a s t. A ll rig hts re s e rv e d . N P A 1 0 3 9 4 2 - 0 0 6 1

http://www.CrystalCraekAssistedLiving.com
http://www.speedtest.net
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In the Zumba Gold class, Joy Vlcek of Westland and Kathy Zimmer of Farmington Hills get 
their exercise to the tune "Save a Horse, Ride A Cowboy" by country duo Big and Rich.

Shirley Ziemba of Farmington Hills arrives promptly at 9 a.m. for the Spring Senior Expo 
held Tuesday at Schoolcraft College.

S e n i o r s  c a t c h  u p  o n  l a t e s t  i n f o  a t  e x p o

B y  K e n  A b r a m c z y k
Observer Staff Writer

Seniors and residents 
from across south­
east Michigan lined up 
early Tuesday m orn­
ing for the ninth annu­
al Senior Spring Expo at 
the VisTaTech Center at 
Schoolcraft College in 
Livonia.

And when the doors 
opened, “it was like 
opening floodgates,” said 
John Elkins of Livonia.

Elkins distributed 
information about St. 
M ary M ercy’s senior 
em ergency room, which 
specializes in assisting 
patients who are elder­
ly, and M ercy LifeLink, 
which provides instant 
access to emergency 
medical care 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 
He was one of several 
people working the more 
than 60 booths of exhib­
itors throughout the 
expo, presented by the 
Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers and Home­
town Weeklies in part­
nership with Schoolcraft 
College.

Seniors scooped up 
pamphlets, spoke with 
vendors and grabbed 
free items from the ven­
dors.

Terry Viavanko of 
Livonia is a re tiree 
from the Livonia Pub­
lic Schools. “I ’m brows­
ing today as it is my 
first year as an official 
senior,” Viavanko said.
“I want to know what it’s 
all about.”

She picked up inform a­
tion on tile and bathroom 
repair from Keystone 
Home Improvements.

Vangie Noetzel from 
Northville said she and 
her husband, Jim  Noet­
zel, were picking up 
information on senior 
housing, not for them ­
selves, but for a friend 
of her husband’s. “We 
like to come here and get 
a few free things, too,” 
Jim  Noetzel said.

Richard Radcliffe of 
Farmington was inter­
ested in information on 
senior housing. He wants 
to find small houses, and 
not condos, with two-car 
garages. “I also like to 
read about the financial 
things they have here,” 
he said.

Frank Delewsky of 
Livonia was interested 
in the lectures. “I always 
pick up little goodies, 
too, like batteries or bot­
tled water,” he said. 
Guests enjoyed coffee 
and breakfast sweets at 
one of the tables.

Claudia DeGrazia of 
South Lyon is about to 
turn 65. “I wanted to 
learn about M edicare 
and strength training for

seniors,” she said. “I golf 
and I want to learn about 
quick exercises. I’m 
enjoying it.”

'G reat atm osphere'
Jim  Vlcek of Westland 

visited the expo to consid­
er what his needs may be 
down the road. He turns 
65 next year.

“The expo is great for 
letting people know what 
services are out there,” 
he said. “My insurance 
will run out next year, so 
I spoke with Blue Cross 
Blue Shield and picked up 
materials on insurance 
and prescription cover­
age.”

Vlcek’s sister, Doro­
thy Cislo, traveled from 
Temperance. “My broth­
er told me about it, and 
I wanted information on 
diabetes, health care and 
financing,” she said.

Doris Ward of Westland 
wanted to attend work­
shops on sleep and hear­
ing. “It’s a great atmo­
sphere to learn about 
many things, including 
health, homes and senior 
living,” she said.

JoJo Sanford of Farm ­
ington received infor­
mation and availability 
of services for seniors.
“I like to go to the work­
shops and hear about 
health information and 
exercising,” Sanford said. 
“You feel good to come 
and see all the different 
information.”

Carolyn Pearson of Can­
ton took a balance test 
at The Recovery Proj­
ect table. She passed it. 
She smiled when she was 
asked about why she was 
at the expo.

“The freebies,” Pearson 
said. “The freebies are 
always fun. You always 
get good information 
here.” Actually Pearson 
was picking up informa­
tion on assisted living, not 
for herself, but a relative.

Gwen Dani of Plym­
outh, who administered 
the balance test to Pear­
son, is a physical ther­
apist with The Recov­
ery Project. Tests were 
administered that day to 
help provide information 
about the dangers of falls 
and how they might be 
prevented. About 75 per­
cent of seniors have bal­
ance impairment, and 
physical therapy can 
assist with balance, she 
said.

“They don’t have to wait 
to fall to go and get phys­
ical therapy,” Dani said. 
“We work on flexibility, 
balance and strength.”

Medicare covers up to 
15 visits a year for physi­
cal therapy, Dani said.

kabramcz@hometownlife.com 
(313) 222-2591 

Twitter: ©KenAbramcz

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Bob Piotrowski of Livonia speaks with Jessica Lewis and Melissa Woolfe of Heartland Canton.

Richard Radcliffe of Farmington speaks with Cecilia Reynolds of Comfort Dental Spa.

Kathie Gornick is from Plymouth Township.
Frank Delewsky of Livonia looks through an Observer News­
paper. Behind him is Grace Hampton of Farmington Hills.

Cynthia Belonga 
of Novi talks 
with Ron Lieber- 
man of Canton. 
Lieberman is with 
the Michigan 
Medicare/Med- 
icaid Assistance 
Project.

It's a big Expo, 
and some­
times you 
have to take a 
break. ♦

♦

♦

mailto:kabramcz@hometownlife.com
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More than 500 All Saints students helped raise some 
$12,000 in a walkathon to benefit a local family and the 
Hereditary Hemorrhagic Telangiectasia Foundation.

W a l k a t h o n  r a i s e s  $ 1 2 , 0 0 0

More than 500 All Saints 
students showed their 
support for members 
of their school commu­
nity, the Nissan Family, 
and the Hereditary Hem­
orrhagic Telangiectasia 
Foundation Internation­
al by sponsoring a walk-a- 
thon on May 7.

Three of the five mem­
bers of the Nissan fam­
ily — Clay, Sydney (7th 
grade) and Jared (3rd 
grade) — have been diag­
nosed with HHT.

HHT is a genetic dis­
order that causes abnor­
malities of blood vessels. 
A person with HHT has 
a tendency to form blood 
vessels that lack the cap­
illaries between an artery 
and vein. This means that 
arterial blood under high 
pressure flows direct­
ly into a vein without 
first having to squeeze 
through the very small 
capillaries. This place 
where an artery is con­
nected directly to a vein 
tends to be a fragile site 
that can rupture and 
result in bleeding.

Jessica Lopata, sec­
ond grade teacher at All 
Saints, chaired the event.

“Our school wanted to 
do something that would 
help the Nissan family,” 
Lopata said. “We see what 
the family goes through 
and just wanted to help 
them. Through the 
efforts of all the admin­

istration and staff mem­
bers, we held a successful 
event.”

There was 93-per- «
cent student participa­
tion for the walk-a-thon, 
which was held dur­
ing the school day. Each 
class walked at designat­
ed times, averaged $2,026 
per hour for a grand total 
of $12,157.00 by the end 
of the school day.

The Nissan family was 
present the entire day 
and awarded student par­
ticipants with ice cream. 
Jodi Nissan said she was 
overwhelmed with the 
outpouring of support for 
her husband and children.

“My family is appre­
ciative to what the school 
has done for us and the 
foundation,” she said. 
“This was a day filled 
with love and support that 
will be remembered for­
ever by our family! Over 
500 people are now wear­
ing HHT bracelets and 
t-shirts to support our 
fight. We have renewed 
hope and courage to keep 
fighting for the cure, 
knowing we are support­
ed by our school commu­
nity.”

For more information 
on HHT Foundation and 
how to help, contact HHT 
Foundation International, 
Inc., P.O. Box 329, Monk- 
ton, MD 21111, call (800) 
448-6389 or visit www. 
hhtinfo@hht.org

S o l d i e r  p r o u d  t o  h a v e  g u a r d e d  
T o m b  o f  t h e  U n k n o w n  S o l d i e r

John Sas- 
saman of 
Northville 
Township 
is proud 
of having 
served as 
a sentinel 
at the 
Tomb 
of the 
Unknown 
Soldier at 
Arlington 
National 
Cemetery.

B y  J u lie  B r o w n

Staff Writer

John Sassaman is proud 
of his time as a sentinel at 
the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier in Washington,
D.C.

“Oh, absolutely,” said the 
owner of Northrop-Sas- 
saman Funeral Home in 
Northville, noting few in 
the service hold that role.

He served at Arling­
ton National Cemetery as 
a sentinel or tomb guard 
with the Old Guard, 3rd 
Infantry Regiment of 
Ft. Myer, Va., with roots 
back to 1784. Sassaman 
was assigned in June 1970 
through November 1971.

“I was a sentinel toward 
the end of 1970 until I got 
out of service,” said Sas­
saman, who had earli­
er served at the Kenne­
dy gravesite in Washing­
ton, D.C.

He was in the Army 
ceremonial unit for such 
functions as state funerals. 
“I was in the right place 
at the right time,” he said, 
explaining he twice had 
orders for Vietnam which 
were canceled.

Sassaman had a low 
draft number, then deter­
mined by birthdate. Enlist­
ing helped him get the 
assignment, as did having 
top security clearance and 
college completion.

'One th ing led 
to another'

His new sergeant when 
Sassaman was stationed in 
Louisiana for training had 
a friend recruiting, and 
“one thing led to another. I 
ended up going there” fol­
lowing an interview with 
the officer.

Sassaman was scheduled 
to go to officer candidate 
school at Ft. Benning, Ga., 
and then Vietnam. Wash­
ington, D.C., intervened.

In Washington with the

Company E honor guard, 
soldiers were assigned to 
three relief? at the tomb, 
on 24-hour guard duty. 
Their uniforms and shoes 
had to be perfect.

“Your day was extreme­
ly busy,” he said. He’d 
arrive at 6 a.m., with a 
schedule made up for the 
soldiers, then take a tour 
of duty at 7 a.m. or 0700.

In summer, guards were 
changed every half hour 
due to extreme heat. Once 
away from the public eye, 
there was a drying rack 
for uniforms “and maybe 
drank a Pepsi, you were up 
for your next walk.”

There were less strin­
gent two-hour walks when 
the cemetery was closed, 
but the tomb is always 
guarded. Soldiers were 
still required to pass by . 
every 10 minutes during 
closed hours.

Soldiers would then 
sleep and come back the 
next day to train new 
trainees. There was then 
a free day, and Sassa­
man became close to the 
men he served with, but 
saw less of the others who. 
were working that day.

“I met a ton of people,” 
said Sassaman, 67, who 
has a daughter and two 
sons. He met the king of 
Spain and others he nev­
er would have otherwise. 
They were often intro­
duced after wreath-laying 
ceremonies.

'Great honor'
“Your chances of meet­

ing somebody like that 
were slim to none. It was 
a great honor to have that 
assignment,” he said.

He and others have in 
more recent years formed 
the Society of the Honor

Guard, which has a web­
site. They hold a reunion 
every other year and give 
college scholarships to 
service members and 
their families.

One man was killed in 
Iraq, Sassaman said, but 
that’s unusual for the 
group.

Sassaman has a son in 
the Army now at Ft. Ben­
ning, Ga., with all infantry 
training done. He’ll attend 
airborne school and likely 
be stationed in Alaska.

The elder Sassaman 
grew up on the east side, 
graduating from Grosse 
Pointe High School and 
doing his mortuary sci­
ence studies in Wisconsin. 
He’s glad to have served 
and stayed in touch with 
the other men.

“We were all pretty tight 
and they are today,” he 
said, noting the great pre­
cision the work required.

Upon further reflection, 
Sassaman wrote of the 
honor of serving at Arling­
ton, visited by many tour­
ists during the days. “It 
was after hours when the 
crowds were gone, the 
cemetery closed and the 
sun faded off of the hori­
zon that Arlington became 
a serene and tranquil 
place of beauty. We could 
look out over thousands 
of graves in any direc­
tion and reflect back on 
each and every one’s con­
tribution they made to the 
defense of this country,” 
Sassaman wrote.

jcbrown@hometownlife.com

P U B L IC  H E A R IN G

The Plymouth Housing Commission has developed its 2012 Agency Plan in compliance 
with the Quality Housing and Work Responsibility Act of 1998. It will be available for 
review by May 24, 2012 at our office in Tonquish Creek Manor, located at 1160 Sheridan 
Street, Plymouth, Michigan between the hours of 8:30 am and 4:30 pm.
In addition, a public hearing will be held on Wednesday, July 18, 2012 in the Community 
Room at Tonquish Creek Manor at 1160 Sheridan Street, Plymouth, Michigan at 6:00 
pm. Everyone is invited.

P u b l i s h :  M a y  24, 2012 OE08776935 - 3xt

I

M o n d a y

*Other In-Store Promotions w  
Announced Throughout the Day.

This promotion is available at all SEMI A R C Family Thrift Store Locations.
W i l l i

J - C u g e  I n v e n t o r y  

‘ R e d u c t i o n  S a t e

FIN A L
TW O WEEKS!

• Sdll ‘Bridesmaid 
&> Semi ‘Tormal

> 3 9 00
• Selected /Mother's ‘Dresses

1 / 2  o f f

• : ill ‘Ttoiver
$ 2 S 00

Ml ‘Turses..
Ml Jewelry.. 15

Ml Shoes.. $5‘J25
‘' E v a ’ s  ^ B r i d a l  O u t l e t

6209 Middlebelt, Garden City 
www.evasbridal.net • 734-523-8539

Store Hours: Mon. & Thurs. 10-8,
Tues., Wed. 8c Fri. 1 0 -6 , Sat. 1 0 -5  

Closed Saturday 8c Monday of Memorial Weekend
,  OE08777527

mailto:hhtinfo@hht.org
mailto:jcbrown@hometownlife.com
http://www.evasbridal.net
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N O T I C E  O F  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G

C i t y  o f  P l y m o u t h  

N O T I C E  O F  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  

2 0 1 2  /  2 0 1 3  P R O P O S E D  C I T Y  B U D G E T

N o t i c e  i s  h e r e b y  g i v e n  t h a t  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  M o n d a y ,  J u n e  4 ,  2 0 1 2 ,  a t  7 : 0 0  P . M .  i n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  C h a m b e r s  o f  C i t y  H a l l  

a t  2 0 1  S o u t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d i s c u s s i n g  a n d  r e c e i v i n g  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t s  o n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  2 0 1 2  /  2 0 1 3  C i t y  B u d g e t .

Proposed 2012 C ity  Millage Rates

T h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  m i l l a g e  r a t e s  p r o p o s e d  t o  b e  l e v i e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  w i l l  b e  a  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  

s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  2 0 1 2  p r o p o s e d  m i l l a g e  l e v i e s  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  P l y m o u t h :

•  T h e  2 0 1 2  t a x  r a t e  f o r  C i t y  o p e r a t i n g  m i l l a g e  i s  p r o p o s e d  t o  b e  1 1 . 3 8 3 4  m i l l s ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  2 0 1 1  o p e r a t i n g  t a x  r a t e .  T h e  

C i t y  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  t h e  C i t y  C h a r t e r  t o  s e t  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  m i l l a g e  r a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  m a x i m u m  a l l o w e d  r a t e  o f  

1 1 . 3 8 3 4  m i l l s ,  a s  a d j u s t e d  b y  t h e  H e a d l e e  m i l l a g e  r o l l - b a c k  f o r m u l a .

•  T h e  2 0 1 2  t a x  r a t e  f o r  d e b t  s e r v i c e  m i l l a g e  t o  f u n d  d e b t  s e r v i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  2 0 0 4 ,  2 0 0 8 ,  a n d  2 0 1 2  G e n e r a l  O b l i g a t i o n  

S t r e e t  B o n d  i s s u e s  i s  p r o p o s e d  t o  b e  2 . 9 7 0 0  m i l l s ,  w h i c h  i s  . 0 6 0 0  m i l l s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  2 0 1 1  t a x  r a t e .

•  T h e  2 0 1 2  t a x  r a t e  f o r  C i t y  s o l i d  w a s t e  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  m i l l a g e  i s  p r o p o s e d  t o  b e  1 . 7 2 0 0  m i l l s  w h i c h  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  2 0 1 1  t a x  r a t e .

•  T h e  t o t a l  C i t y  m i l l a g e  f o r  a l l  p u r p o s e s  i s  p r o p o s e d  t o  b e  1 6 . 0 7 3 4  m i l l s  f o r  2 0 1 2 ,  w h i c h  i s . 0 6 0 0  m i l l s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  2 0 1 1  t o t a l  C i t y  

t a x  r a t e .

•  T h e  C i t y  C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  a l s o  c o n s i d e r  r e - a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  1 %  t a x  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f e e  p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  2 1 1 . 4 4 ,  M C L ,  

G e n e r a l  P r o p e r t y  T a x  L a w s .

E q u a l i z a t i o n  F a c t o r s

W a y n e  C o u n t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t e n t a t i v e  2 0 1 2  e q u a l i z a t i o n  f a c t o r s  o f  1 . 0 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c l a s s  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  0 . 8 9 1 4  f o r  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  

c l a s s  o f  p r o p e r t y  a n d  0 . 8 7 8 9  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c l a s s  o f  p r o p e r t y .  S i n c e  t h e  C i t y  h a s  a d j u s t e d  a s s e s s m e n t s  f o r  a l l  p r o p e r t y  c l a s s e s  f o r  2 0 1 2  

b y  t h e  p r o p o s e d  f a c t o r s ,  a l l  2 0 1 2  e q u a l i z a t i o n  f a c t o r s  w i l l  b e  s e t  a t  1 . 0 0 0 0 .

2 0 1 2  /  2 0 1 3  P r o p o s e d  C i ty  B u d g e t s

T h e  b u d g e t s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  f u n d s  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  P l y m o u t h  a r e  p r o p o s e d  f o r  2 0 1 2 / 1 3  a s  f o l l o w s :

R e v e n u e s  E x p e n d i tu r e s

G E N E R A L  FU N D

P roperty  taxes $ 4,800,300 A dm inistration $ 1,335,510
Licenses & Perm its 5,100 B uildings & G rounds 390,660
Federal G ran ts 28,000 Police D epartm ent 3,139,930
S ta te-sh ared  Revenue 771,680 Fire D epartm ent 743,120
Sales of Service 670,240 Public W orks Dept 665,620
C em etery Revenue 148,500 O ther Functions 134,300
P ark ing  Revenue 73,500 C apital O utlay 204,950
O ther Revenue 760,680 D ebt Service 191,480
T ransfers-In _______150 T ransfers-O ut 452.980
REVENUE TOTAL $ 7,258,550 EXPENDITURE TOTAL $ 7,258,550

M A JO R  S T R E E T  FU N D

Gas & W eight Tax $ 341,800
C ontrib & O ther 300
REVENUE TOTAL $ 342,100 EXPENDITURE TOTAL $ 342,100

LO C A L S T R E E T  F U N D

Gas & W eight Tax $ 139,080
C ontrib O ther 99,140
REVENUE TOTAL $ 238,820 EXPENDITURE TOTAL $ 238,820

R E C R E A T IO N  FU N D

Contrib. From  G/F $ 200,000
Prog. Fees & O ther ___818,160
REVENUE TOTAL $1,018,150 EXPENDITURE TOTAL $ 1,018,150

W ASTE & R E C Y C L IN G  FU N D

P roperty  Taxes $ 715,460 O perating  Expenses $ 1,085,410
Sales of Service 369.950 D ebt Expenses ____ db___
REVENUE TOTAL $1,085,410 EXPENDITURE TOTAL $ 1,085,410

R e v e n u e s  E x p e n d i tu r e s

O T H E R  C IT Y  F U N D S

Plym  C om m unity Youth Advisory Comm Fund $ 1,020 $ 1,020
R ecreation C apital Im provem ent Fund $ 10,550 $ 10,550
P ark ing  Fund $ 10 $ 10
DDA O perating  Fund $ 860,570 $ 860,570
B uilding Fund $ 397,270 $ 397,270
Neighborhood Services Fund $ 136,780 $ 136,780
Brownfield Re-Developm ent A uthority  F und $ 306,410 $ 306,410
Brownfield Site R em ediation Fund $ 43,480 $ 43,480
D rug Law Enforcem ent Fund $ 9,000 $ 9,000
OWI Forfeiture Fund $ 10,080 $ 10,080
Om nibus Forfeiture Fund $ 2,000 $ 2,000
2003 LTGO D ebt Fund $ 43,010 $ 43,010
2004 GO D ebt Fund $ 431,280 $ 431,280
2006 LTGO D ebt F und $ 120,920 $ 120,920
2008 GO D ebt Fund $ 476,170 $ 476,170
2010 LTGO D ebt F u n d  (DDA) $ 238,010 $ 238,010
2012 GO Bond & R efunding Bond D ebt Fund $ 361,060 $ 361,060
2012 W/S R efunding Bond D ebt F und $ 200,000 $ 200,000
M ichigan T ransporta tion  F und  D ebt Fund $ 275 $ 275
Public Im provem ent F und $ 4,550 $ 4,550
DDA C apital Im provem ent Fund $ 112,500 $ 112,500
MTF C onstruction Fund $ 10 $ 10
2012 GO Bond C onstruction Fund $ 642,990 $ 642,990
W ater /  Sew er C apital Im provem ent Fund $ 600,800 $ 600,800
W ater /  Sew er O perating  & M aintenance F und $ 4,192,270 . $ 4,192,270
E quipm ent Fund $ 684,210 $ 684 ,210
C e m e te ry  T r u s t  F u n d $ 8 ,150 $ 8 ,150

T r a n s f e r s  b e t w e e n  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s

A s  p r o v i d e d  i n  S t a t e  l a w ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  p r o p o s e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e  C i t y  M a n a g e r  t o  t r a n s f e r  u p  t o  t e n  p e r c e n t  ( 1 0  % )  

o f  e a c h  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  a n y  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w i t h i n  e a c h  f u n d ,  b u t  n o t  f r o m  R e s e r v e  A c c o u n t s  n o r  b e t w e e n  f u n d s .

C o p ie s  o f  P r o p o s e d  B u d g e t  A v a i l a b l e

A  c o m p l e t e  c o p y  o f  t h e  2 0 1 2  /  2 0 1 3  C i t y  B u d g e t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  i n s p e c t i o n  a t  t h e  C i t y  C l e r k ’ s  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  r e g u l a r  b u s i n e s s  h o u r s ,  

a n d  a l s o  a t  t h e  P l y m o u t h  D i s t r i c t  L i b r a r y  d u r i n g  i t s  r e g u l a r  h o u r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n .

L i n d a  J .  L a n g m e s s e r ,  C M C  

C i t y  C l e r k

P u b l i s h :  M a y  2 4 ,  2 0 1 2

OE08776623 - 6x21.25
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I T ' S  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S  Q & A

Creativibe Owner Brett Wilson moved his long established web design company to new 
offices overlooking Kellogg Park on Main Street. Cutting the ribbon is Brett Wilson sur­
rounded by friends, family, clients and Chamber Ambassadors.

F i r m  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  

c r e a t i v e  s e r v i c e s

B u s in e s s  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s :  Creativibe, 338 S. Main, 
Plymouth
Y o u r  n a m e :  Brett Wilson, principal/creative director 
Y o u r  h o m e t o w n :  Plymouth 
B u s in e s s  o p e n e d :  May 1, 2006 
N u m b e r  o f  e m p lo y e e s :  4
Y o u r  b u s in e s s  s p e c ia lt y :  Website development and 
identity branding.
H o u r s  o f  o p e r a t io n :  Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
P h o n e :  (734) 414-95041 www.creativibe.com

Observer: Tell us about your 
business, including the types 
of services and/or products 
you feature?

Creativibe: Creativibe 
offers professional cre­
ative services in website 
design, identity brand­
ing and marketing strat­
egy — delivering profes­
sional caliber communi­
cations that help our cli­
ents achieve and main­
tain a professional brand 
image.

Observer: How did you 
come to open your business?

Creativibe: It was an 
entrepreneurial spirit, 
coupled with the support 
of my wife, that led me to 
leave my stable job at the 
University of Michigan.

Observer: Why did you 
choose Plymouth?

Creativibe: I love the 
quaintness, the people and 
the vibrancy of Plymouth. 
It was an excellent fit.

Observer: What makes your 
business unique?

Creativibe: Creativibe 
offers high-caliber, pro­
fessional services with­
out the high-caliber, big- 
agency cost.

Observer: How has it 
changed since you opened?

Creativibe: We’ve

CREATIVIBE

adapted to focus more 
on fulfilling the needs of 
larger, corporate clients.

Observer: How has the 
recent economy affected your 
business?

Creativibe: There was a 
slight dip after 2008 and 
I noticed clients were 
becoming much more con­
servative in spending mar­
keting dollars. I believe 
since then, we’re all a lit­
tle more thoughtful about 
how we’re spending.

Observer: Do you have a 
funny tidbit or story to share?

Creativibe: Nothing par­
ticular, but I’ve learned 
to use more discernment 
and be cautious when a 
carrot is dangled before 
me. A nd... it was a previ­
ous boss with poor ethics 
that lit the flame under­

neath me to launch Cre­
ativibe and leave my sta­
ble-great benefits-good- 
paying job. Yet another 
ironic example of some­
thing good coming out of 
something bad.

Observer: Any advice for 
other business owners?

Creativibe: Do your 
homework before jump­
ing in, all of it, take a 
servant’s attitude, and 
remem ber that diligent 
hands bring wealth.

Observer: What’s in 
store for the future of your 
business?

Creativibe: Creativ­
ibe will be pushing more 
mobile site development, 
offering more afford­
able options to small busi­
ness owners and, overall, 
growing.

PLYMOUTH CHAMBER CHAT
G o l f  o p e n i n g s

The Plymouth Community Chamber 
of Commerce has fewer than 30 open­
ings still available for the chamber’s 
annual golf outing July 9 at Fox Hills.

The event will be on the championship 
level Golden Fox course and is a scram­
ble that will include dinner and lunch. If 
you would like to participate or sponsor, 
call the chamber at (734) 453-1540.

The major sponsor of the outing is 
Victory Honda.

P a s s i n g  S e n a t e

The phasing out of Personal Property 
Tax in Michigan passed the Senate and 
is off to the House of Representatives.

The bill is expected to sit in the House for 
next few months while they debate how to 
handle the shortfall of funds for municipal­
ities, schools and community colleges as a 
result of the phasing-out of the tax revenue.

J u n e  e v e n t s

• June 14 — 10-Member Connection, 8- 
9 a.m., Chamber Office

• June 26 — Workshop on “Website 
Maximization,” 8:30-9:30 a.m., Chamber 
Office

• June 27 — Good Morning Plymouth 
breakfast. Speaker is Mary Kramer of 
Crain’s Detroit Business, 7:30-9 a.m., 
Red Olive Banquet Center

M e m b e r  c o n n e c t i o n

Sign up today because openings go 
quickly for the 10 Member Connection.

Members who attend this event often 
leave telling us this is their favorite net­
working opportunity we offer. Make nine 
new valuable business contacts in one hour, 
in addition to doing a short 34  minute pre­
sentation about your business. Afterwards, 
everyone can stay to finish off the coffee 
while getting to know each other better.

Attendees are limited to the first 10 
members who respond and who are from 
different business categories. The event 
will be held on June 14 from 8-9 a.m. at the 
Chamber office (850 W. Ann Arbor TYail).

To sign up for the 10 Member Connec­
tion, call (734) 453-1540 or e-mail wes@ 
plymouthmich.org.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Plymouth Farmers Market is open 
Saturday mornings, rain or shine, through 
October. The only exceptions: Saturdays 
during Art in the Park and Fall Festival.

F a r m e r ' s  m a r k e t

The 2012 Farmers Market is now open.
The market features fresh produce, 

flowering plants, herbs, baked goods, 
meats, eggs, honey, BBQ & pasta sauc­
es and a variety of craft items. They 
are open on Saturdays through October 
from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in The Gath­
ering and the street in front.

S h r e d  I t  D a y

Community Financial will again sponsor 
a Shred Day for anyone who needs to have 
confidential shredding of documents. The 
event takes place 24:30 p.m. Saturday, June 
9, at their branches in Canton (6355 N. Can­
ton Center Rd.) and Novi (23890 Novi Rd.).

F a t h e r ' s  D a y  R u n

The Plymouth YMCA will hold their annu­
al Father’s Day Run on Sunday, June 17. The 
run has been a Community Father’s Day tra­
dition for 33 years. Join the Y for a morn­
ing of fun and fitness. There is an event for 
every age, 0-99: Kids Fun Runs, 1M Run/ 
Walk, 5K Run/Walk, 10K and the Morse Den­
tal Group Hiple, 1M. 5K, 10K (103 M).

Register at www.active.com or for 
more information visit www.ymcade- 
troit.org/plymouth.

Volunteers are also needed. Contact 
cmorency@ymcametrodetroit.org. Pro­
ceeds support the Strong Kids Financial 
Assistance Program.

Investment plans ideal 
for giving gift to graduate

B y  R ic k  B lo o m

Guest Columnist

C ongratulations to 
all those graduating 
from high school. 

There is no doubt that 
high school graduation is 
something to celebrate, 
as it is another milestone 
in life. As I’ve mentioned 
many times in the past, 
high school graduation 
doesn’t mean the end of 
someone’s formal educa­
tion. In fact, my advice 
for high school graduates 
is that you must continue 
your education.

That doesn’t necessar­
ily mean that everyone 
should go to college; but, 
it does mean that every­
one needs to continue 
their education after high 
school. After all, when you 
look at the jobs in today’s 
world, there are not many 
for high school graduates. 
That being said, as many 
celebrate high school 
graduation, the question 
always is, what to buy the 
high school graduate?

The traditional and easy 
gift to give is cash or a 
gift card. After all, a high 
school graduate will have 
no problem finding ways 
to spend money. Howev­
er, considering the diffi­
cult economic times and 
the importance of educa­
tion, there may be some 
better choices than cash 
or a gift card. One alter­
native that I recommend 
is to invest in a 529 Plan.

Invest fo r  the future
A 529 Plan is an invest­

ment program that is 
geared for post-high 
school education. The 
beauty of the plan is that it 
allows you to invest mon­
ey and that money grows 
tax free. When the money

is eventu­
ally with­
drawn for 
a quali­
fied edu­
cation 
expense 
such as 
room, 
board, 
tuition, 
books and 
required 

fees, there are no tax con­
sequences. Many peo­
ple are under the mistak­
en belief that a 529 Plan is 
only for college. Although 
it is a great investment 
vehicle for college, it can 
also be used for other edu­
cational needs such as 
for a trade or vocational 
school.

For the great majori­
ty of people, the 529 Plan 
I recommend is the Mich­
igan Education Savings 
Plan (MESP - www.mis- 
aves.com). The MESP has 
many advantages and is 
very user friendly. First, it 
doesn’t take a lot of money 
to establish the plan. You 
can start one for as low as 
$25. In addition, the plan 
has very low costs and 
no commissions. There­
fore, you can be assured 
that your money will go 
for educational purpos­
es, not to pay to high costs 
and fees. Another great 
advantage of the MESP 
is that it is not limited to 
Michigan schools. A stu­
dent can use the money 
for basically any public or 
private institution in the 
country. Therefore, the 
plan has great flexibility.

Education is key
I cannot stress enough 

the importance of educa­
tion past high school. We 
live in a changing eco­
nomic environment and

we are no longer just 
competing against Ohio 
and Indiana for jobs. We 
are competing against the 
world. The one way peo­
ple will be able to com­
pete is to have a good 
education. That is exact­
ly what an investment 
into the MESP does. Not 
only does it put money 
away that the graduate 
can draw upon to cover 
their expenses, but it also 
shows the graduate the 
importance of education.

I recognize that a grad­
uate would much rath­
er get a gift card or cash, 
however, the standard 
should be what the gradu­
ate needs. If the MESP or 
a 529 Plan is not for you, 
consider other gifts that 
will help the graduate on 
their journey. For exam­
ple, it could be a book or 
a subscription to a finan­
cial magazine or even an 
investment itself.

Graduates, remember 
that the journey is not 
over, it’s just beginning.
To be successful in today’s 
economic climate, you 
must continue to pursue 
your education. For those 
who choose to end their 
formal education at high 
school and enter the work­
force, I want to encourage 
you to reconsider. As dif­
ficult as it is to continue 
your education, you must. 
To give yourself options 
and opportunities in the 
future, continue your edu­
cation past high school. 
Good luck!

R ic k  B lo o m  is a fee-only 
financial adviser. Observer & 
Eccentric readers can submit 
questions at moneymatters® 
hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit his website 
at www.bloomassetmanage- 
ment.com.

Money Matters

Rick Bloom
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Our fundamental purposes are to enhance 
the lives of our readers, nurture the 
hometowns we serve and contribute to 
the business success of our customers.

O U R  V I E W S

H o n o r i n g

s a c r i f i c e

T a k e  M e m o r i a l  D a y ’ s  

r e a l  p u r p o s e  t o  h e a r t

C o m m u n i t i e s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i l l  

s o o n  g a t h e r  f o r  p a r a d e s  a n d  c e r e m o n i e s  

d e s i g n e d  t o  h o n o r  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  o f  o u r  

m i l i t a r y  f i g h t i n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  h a v e  

g i v e n  t h e  u l t i m a t e  s a c r i f i c e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  

o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  ( P l y m o u t h  m a r k s  t h e  o c c a ­

s i o n  w i t h  a  9  a . m .  p a r a d e ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  

m e m o r i a l  c e r e m o n y  i n  V e t e r a n s  M e m o r i a l  

P a r k ) .

A n d  t h e n  w e ’ l l  r e t i r e  t o  o u r  p a t i o s ,  p a r k s ,  

p o o l s  a n d  c a b i n s ,  t o  s i z z l e  t h e  g r i l l  a n d  

e n j o y  t h e  h o l i d a y .

A n d  w h i l e  w e ’ r e  d o i n g  t h a t ,  w e  u r g e  y o u  

t o  r e a l l y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  y o u ’ r e  h o n ­

o r i n g .

S i n c e  t h i s  n a t i o n ’ s  i n c e p t i o n ,  i n  w a r s  a n d  

b a t t l e s ,  s k i r m i s h e s  a n d  f i g h t s  -  l a r g e  a n d  

s m a l l  -  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  m i l l i o n  m i l i t a r y  s e r ­

v i c e m e n  a n d  w o m e n  h a v e  g i v e n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  

a l l  t o  g i v e  u s  t h e  f r e e d o m  a n d  l i f e s t y l e  w e  

e n j o y  t o d a y .

T h e  w a r s  t h e s e  b r a v e  s o u l s  h a v e  f o u g h t  

h a v e  p r o d u c e d  o u r  c o u n t r y ’ s  b i g g e s t  v i c t o ­

r i e s .  T h e y ’ v e  t a k e n  d o w n  S a d d a m  H u s s e i n  

a n d ,  m o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  k i l l e d  t h e  o r c h e s t r a t o r  

o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  t e r r o r i s t  a t t a c k  o n  A m e r i c a n  

s o i l  i n  h i s t o r y .

A l l  o f  t h a t  s t u n n i n g  s u c c e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  

d o e s  n o t h i n g  t o  o v e r s h a d o w  t h e  c o n t r i b u ­

t i o n s  m a d e  b y  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o u r  m i l i t a r y  

s e r v i c e m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  h a v e  g i v e n  t h e  

u l t i m a t e  s a c r i f i c e  t o  e n s u r e  A m e r i c a n s  

c o n t i n u e  t o  e n j o y  t h e  f r e e d o m s  s e c u r e d  b y  

t h e i r  e f f o r t s .

M e m o r i a l  D a y  i s  t h e  o n e  d a y  o f  t h e  y e a r  

s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  t o  

r e m e m b e r ,  r e f l e c t  a n d  h o n o r  t h o s e  w h o  

h a v e  g i v e n  t h e i r  a l l  i n  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e i r  c o u n ­

t r y .  I n  t h e  G e t t y s b u r g  A d d r e s s ,  A b r a h a m  

L i n c o l n  c a l l e d  o n  A m e r i c a n s  t o  c o m p l e t e  

t h e  u n f i n i s h e d  t a s k  o f  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  l i b e r t y  

“ s h a l l  n o t  p e r i s h  f r o m  t h e  E a r t h . ”

A m e r i c a n s  h a v e  n e v e r  w a v e r e d  i n  t h a t  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  f r e e d o m ,  n o r  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  

h e l p  t h o s e  w h o  s e e k  t o  b e  f r e e .  A m e r i c a n s  

h a v e  f o u g h t  i n  t w o  W o r l d  W a r s  f o r  f r e e ­

d o m ,  i n  K o r e a  a n d  V i e t n a m .  A m e r i c a n s  

h a v e  f o u g h t  a  C o l d  W a r ,  i n  D e s e r t  S t o r m ,  

i n  I r a q  a n d  A f g h a n i s t a n  a g a i n s t  t y r a n n y ,  

o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  t e r r o r .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  

M e m o r i a l  D a y  h a s  d i m i n i s h e d  o v e r  t h e  

y e a r s .  S o m e  p e o p l e  t h i n k  t h e  d a y  i s  f o r  h o n ­

o r i n g  a n y  a n d  a l l  d e a d ,  a n d  n o t  j u s t  t h o s e  

f a l l e n  i n  s e r v i c e  t o  o u r  c o u n t r y .  F o r  m a n y ,  

M e m o r i a l  D a y  a n d  t h e  t h r e e - d a y  w e e k e n d  

m a r k s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a r t  o f  s u m m e r .  P e o p l e  

u s e  t h e  t i m e  t o  o p e n  t h e i r  p o o l s  a n d  t h e i r  

c o t t a g e s  a n d  g a t h e r  f o r  p i c n i c s .

P e o p l e  w i l l  a t t e n d  l o c a l  c e r e m o n i e s  a n d  

s p e n d  s o m e  t i m e  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  

t h e  d a y  b u t ,  b y  a n d  l a r g e ,  A m e r i c a n s  w i l l  

f o c u s  o n  h a v i n g  f u n .

T o  h e l p  r e - e d u c a t e  a n d  r e m i n d  A m e r i c a n s  

o f  t h e  t r u e  m e a n i n g  o f  M e m o r i a l  D a y ,  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  M o m e n t  o f  R e m e m b r a n c e  w a s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 0 0 .  I t  a s k s  t h a t  a t  3  p . m .  o n  

M e m o r i a l  D a y  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  v o l u n t a r i l y  

a n d  i n f o r m a l l y  o b s e r v e ,  i n  t h e i r  o w n  w a y ,  

a  m o m e n t  o f  r e m e m b r a n c e  a n d  r e s p e c t ,  

p a u s i n g  f r o m  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  f o r  a  

m o m e n t  o f  s i l e n c e  o r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  T a p s .

A n  e - m a i l  w e  r e c e i v e d  s u m s  u p  b e s t  w h a t  

w e  s h o u l d  p o n d e r ,  d u r i n g  t h a t  m o m e n t  o f  

s i l e n c e .  T h e  a u t h o r  i s  u n k n o w n ,  b u t  t h e  

s e n t i m e n t s  a r e  o n  t h e  m o n e y :

“It is a  v e te ran , not th e  p reach er, who has 
given us freed o m  of religion.

“ I t  i s  a  v e t e r a n ,  n o t  t h e  r e p o r t e r ,  w h o  h a s  

g i v e n  u s  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  p r e s s .

“ I t  i s  a  v e t e r a n ,  n o t  t h e  p o e t ,  w h o  h a s  

g i v e n  u s  f r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h .

“ I t  i s  a  v e t e r a n ,  n o t  t h e  c a m p u s  o r g a n i z ­

e r ,  w h o  h a s  g i v e n  u s  f r e e d o m  t o  a s s e m b l e .

“ I t  i s  a  v e t e r a n ,  n o t  t h e  l a w y e r ,  w h o  h a s  

g i v e n  u s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a  f a i r  t r i a l .

“ I t  i s  a  v e t e r a n ,  n o t  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n ,  w h o  

h a s  g i v e n  u s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e . ”

E n j o y  t h o s e  b a r b e c u e s ,  o p e n  t h e  p o o l  o r  

s p e n d  a  r e l a x i n g  w e e k e n d  a t  t h e  c o t t a g e .  

I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h a t  m e r r i m e n t ,  t h o u g h ,  

w e  u r g e  e v e r y o n e  t o  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  s a y  

t h a n k  y o u  t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  a l l  t h a t  

p o s s i b l e .

T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  m i l l i o n  r e a s o n s  

w e  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  f o r g e t  w h y  t h e r e  i s  a  

M e m o r i a l  D a y .

O b s e r v e r
A GANNETT COMPANY
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Grace Perry,
Director of 
Advertising

C O M M U N I T Y  V O I C E

W h at are yo u r M em orial D ay plans?
We asked this question at Kellogg Park in downtown Plymouth.

“I’m actually going to 
the music festival down 
in Detroit. I go every 
year. I’ve gone since, I 
guess the first year was 
2 0 0 0 . ”

Christopher Bur
Plymouth

“We’re just going to 
have a barbecue in the 
house.... We’ll probably 
had six to 10 (people). 
It’s a family.”

Mary Zumstein
Northville Township

“Probably just stay 
home. Our son’s coming 
home to visit.”

Vicki Kibiloski
Coldwater

“I don't have any yet. 
Possibly a cookout.”

Linda Vaughan
Canton Township

L E T T E R S

Taxpayers win?
How can the arbitrator's ruling in 

the Plymouth Township firefighters 
contract dispute be declared "A  
win for the taxpayers?"

Maybe in the monetary sense 
(and that is yet to be proven), but 
definitely not in the safety sense.
Do I want a group of part-time on- 
call firefighter wannabes coming 
to save my family, my home and 
my possessions in an emergency as 
opposed to professional firefight­
ers who have had to go through 
extensive training? I think not!

I also wonder how the 15 
remaining professional firefighters 
feel about having to work along­
side part-time on-call firefighter 
wannabes. Think they will have to 
do on the job training? Let's hope 
not.

Thomas Marunich
Plymouth

Obama no altar boy
President Obama was overheard 

saying, "You are fed up with him, 
but I have to deal with him even 
more often than you," after the 
president of France, Nicolas Sar­
kozy, called the prime minister of 
Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, a liar.

Our president lies so much that 
he makes Adolph Hitler's minister 
of propaganda Joseph Goebbels 
and Saddam Hussein's "Baghdad 
Bob" and Bill Clinton look like 
altar boys.

Every time President Obama 
gives a speech, he probably thinks 
to himself, "W hat a bunch of 
idiots." If the young people of 
today would stop and check on 
every speech that our president 
has given, they will find that he's 
a liar, plain and simple.

As a veteran, a majority of 
veterans think he is nothing more 
than a con artist. Our country is in 
grave peril and all they look for is 
a free handout.

The sad thing is that the media 
know that our president is lying 
and won't question what the 
president says. That is how dicta­
tors come to power.

Robert J. Siedlik 
Livonia

Repower your vehicle
Engine trouble symptoms 

can mean major problems with 
your car. If you see, hear, feel or 
smell anything that is out of the 
ordinary, take your vehicle to a 
reputable automotive repair shop 
or engine installation center for 
diagnosis to avoid the inconve­
nience and unexpected cost of a 
breakdown.

Symptoms of major engine 
trouble include:

• Excessive smoke from exhaust 
—  particularly dark smoke indi­
cates oil leaking into the combus­
tion chamber.

• Oil on the driveway indicates a 
leak which will cause the oil level 
to drop.

• Excessive oil consumption.
• Unusual noise from the engine 

such as knocking or tapping.
• Illuminated engine indicator 

lights: oil, water or engine.
If your car or truck is diagnosed 

with major engine damage, 
but the rest of your vehicle is in

W H A T  D O  Y O U  T H I N K ?

W e  w e lc o m e  y o u r  L e t t e r  t o  

t h e  E d ito r .  P le a s e  in c lu d e  

y o u r  n a m e ,  a d d r e s s  a n d  

p h o n e  n u m b e r  f o r  v e r i f ic a ­

t io n .  W e  m a y  e d i t  f o r  c la r ity ,  

s p a c e  a n d  c o n t e n t .  S u b m it  

le t t e r s  b y  t h e  f o l lo w in g  f o r ­

m a ts :

W e b :  www.hometownlife.com 
M a il:  Letters to the Editor, Plym­
outh Observer, 615 W. Lafayette, 
Second Level, Detroit, Ml 48226 
F a x : (313) 223-3318 
E -m a il:  bkadrich@hometownlife. 
com.
B lo g :  You may also let your 
opinions be heard with your own 
blog at hometownlife.com. 
D e a d l in e :  Letters should be 
received by 9 a.m. Monday to be 
published in the Thursday edi­
tion.

relatively good shape, talk with 
your technician about your op­
tions, including repowering with 
a remanufactured/rebuilt engine. 
For the cost of an average down 
payment on a new car or truck, a 
vehicle's engine can be repowered 
with a remanufactured/rebuilt 
engine, gaining years of reliable 
service without monthly car pay­
ments and higher insurance rates.

W ith repowering, a vehicle's 
engine or an identical one from 
another like-vehicle is completely 
disassembled, cleaned, machined 
and remanufactured/rebuilt.
Unlike used or junk yard engines 
with an unknown performance 
and maintenance history, re- 
manufactured/rebuilt engines are 
dependable, reliable and backed 
by excellent warranty programs.

To learn more about the ben­
efits of remanufactured/rebuilt 
engines, visit the Engine Rebuild­
ers Council at www.enginere- 
builder.org

Ken Carter
chairman, Engine Rebuilders 

Council

Support unions
America attained greatness 

on the shoulders of middle-class 
workers. When they demanded 
fairness, our economy flourished. 
They bought houses, cars and 
other products that kept our farms, 
factories and small businesses 
humming. This was the result of 
treating workers fairly.

Today, as America's megacor­
porations consolidate economic 
power, small businesses are being 
eaten alive and our jobs are being 
shipped overseas. Communities 
are being decimated by job loss. 
This outsourcing is also destroy­
ing unions and impoverishing the 
workers they represent here in 
America.

Indeed, we must support efforts 
to make our trade policies more 
fair to Americans, but that won't 
be enough. Collective bargaining 
sets standards for all employers to 
follow. Thus, nonunion workers 
also benefit from the collective 
bargaining of unions. In fact, when 
our economy is flourishing, small 
business owners benefit, too. We 
should all be concerned. And we 
should all help stop the efforts of 
Lansing politicians from undermin­
ing the rights of all Michigan work­

ers to join unions and collectively 
bargain.

Randy 'Grumpa' luliano
Portage

Protect all women
The Violence Against Women 

Act designed to combat domestic 
abuse was enacted in 1994, and 
last week came to a reauthoriza­
tion vote in the Senate with 68 in 
favor and 31 opposed. The act was 
expanded to include greater protec­
tions for LGBT victims, immigrant 
women facing abuse and Native 
American women, who have been 
traditionally underserved.

In the past 12 years, this act has 
been unanimously reauthorized by 
Congress twice. However, in this 
session of Congress, 31 Republi­
can male senators voted against 
reauthorization, becoming the first 
senators ever to cast a vote against 
VAWA.

House Republicans are pushing 
their own version of VAWA without 
the new provisions aiding these 
three groups. The idea of picking 
and choosing which individuals 
deserve protection is objectionable. 
Ever since this act was renewed, 
underserved groups have been 
included to ensure no one is left 
out of a law that was designed to 
protect everyone from domestic 
violence.

Resistance to the bill is further 
proof of Republicans' disregard to 
issues affecting women. Let's hope 
the House Republicans will not pre­
vail and exclude these groups from 
protection in their version.

Joanie Ignash 
Commerce Township

Anti-life mandate
When the Obama administration's 

health care financing plan was 
signed into law. President Obama 
and Congress promised that funds 
under the new law would not cover 
abortions.

This has now been proven to be 
empty rhetoric.

Why? Because the Department 
of Health and Human Services has 
mandated that under the health care 
law, private health insurance plans 
must cover the "full range of FDA- 
approved contraception" —  in which 
category HHS explicitly included the 
abortion-inducing drug ella.

This mandate includes a so-called 
"religious employer exemption," 
yet the exemption is no narrowly 
defined that most religious schools, 
colleges, hospitals and charitable 
organizations serving the public 
do not qualify. Even an expanded 
definition of "religious employer" 
would fail to protect nonreligiously 
affiliated organizations, individuals 
and even religiously affiliated health 
insurers whose pro-life consciences 
are nonetheless violated.

This is an unprecedented attack on 
the freedom of conscience of millions 
of Americans, eviscerating their free­
dom of choice to purchase private 
insurance that does not violate their 
ethical, moral or religious objections.
I hope all readers will contact their 
elected representatives in Washing­
ton, D.C., and voice outrage over this 
anti-life mandate.

Mary M. Gieske
Livonia

1
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G o u r m e t  M a r k e t

/ r  \ Flats $9.99 ea Mix and Match 
Visit Our Flower Tent for Beautiful Blooms

Spring is here and Joe's Produce has an amazing selection of outdoor flowering 
plants to make your porch and landscape bloom. Every hanging basket, porch 

pot and bedding plant is handpicked for beauty and quality.
Hanging baskets starting at $16.99 each. Take O ne H om e Today

3 3 1 5 2  W . S e v e n  M ile  R d  •  L i v o n i a ,  M i 248.477.4333 H o u r s :  T u e s d a y  - S a t u r d a y  9 - 8  •  S u n d a y  9 - 6  •  M e m o r i a l  D a y  9 - 6
mmm

1  1  T l 1|U |

1  A 1
1 J  t l  1 1

■ •

South Carolina

Sweet & Juicy 
P e a c h e s

D o l e  W h o le
Golden Ripe 
Sweet & Juicy
P i n e a p p l e

Florida Driscolls Canadian

B i - C o l o r  C a l i f o r n i a  H y d r o p o n i c

S w e e t  C o m  S t r a w b e r r ie s  R e d  P e p p e r s

B o a r ’s H e a d  
Mesquite Smoke House 

Beef Brisket

CD j p r J W W  S a v e  
Boars Head ( I  lb. $ 3 . 0 0 lb.

D ie tz  & W a tso n  
Gourmet Lite Turkey

J o e ’s S ig n a tu r e  
Honey Smoked Roasted Ham

fill

B o a r ’ s  H e a d  

C l a s s i c  C h i c k e n

lb.
S a v e  $ 3 . 0 0  lb .

D i e t z  &  W a t s o n  

B u f f a l o  C h i c k e n

CcTiCq

Boars Head lb.
S a v e  $ 2 . 5 0  lb .

7 " , *

lb*
S a v e  $ 2 .0 0  lb .

P a r m ig ia n o  
R e g g ia n o  C h e e s e

O l d  T y m e  

C o l b y  &  C o l b y  J a c k  

C h e e s e

*
S a v e  

$ 2 .0 0  lb.

J a r s l b e r g

C h e e s e

lb.
S a v e  $ 2 . 5 0  lb .

Summer Grill Opens Thursday May 24!

GROCERY

lb. S a
S a v e  $ 4 .0 0  lb .

Be sure to pick up Joe’s M ustard Potato Salad or 
Regular Potato Salad...J2.49lb. Save $1.00lb.

Q j  lb.
S a v e  $ 2 . 0 0  lb .

'MiJiUBRG.

“ N e w ”  P e r f e c t  f o r  t h e  P i c n i c

H e i n z  P i c n i c  P a c k s

L a y ’s  P o t a t o  C h i p s

B i a y  1 (Soft 1  I t e s ®
Sweet Baby R ay’s BBQ  Sauce

(DCS) 18oz. bottle 
All Varieties

Coke P rod u cts

g T ) g | *
1 .2 5  L i t e r  Q l /  C S S  + Dep.

BAKERY
J o e ’s Apple, C h erry  & 

B lu eb erry  P ie
§W® $lo(D® on each pi®

R ed, W hite & Blue  
F ru it  T arts

at $1.49 &  mp0
P a trio tic  Mini P a rfa it

* 1 ° °

CAFE
Joe’s In Store Fresh Roasted Coffee 

“ F l a v o r  o f  t h e  W e e k  ” 
“Traverse City Cherry”

H I 1

S a v e  $ 1 . 0 0  lb . lb

.oc
Angel Food C ake  

A F a t F re e  D essert

H o n e y  M u s t a r d  S n a c k  M i x

Corn Chips w/Flax Seed

lb.

/

W o n d e r  B r e a d  
H o t  D o g s  &  H a m b u r g e r  B u n s

® ®
8  p k .

Everyday G O U R M E T
S t .  L o u i s  R i b s

12 p k

o Q t s o v  each
J o e ’s Cookies
$/&  A M T

i o q v q v  each 
Save $1.00

“Great for Weekend Snacking”

S t o p  b y  T h e  C a f e  t o  e n j o y  a  

C o o l  &  D e l i c i o u s  M o c h a  

F r a p p e  o r  L e m o n a d e

lb
Save $1.00 lb.

B a k e d  B e a n s

lb
Save $1.00 lb.

C h i c k e n  B a c o n  R a n c h  P a s t a

lb
Save $1.00 lb.

C a r r i b e a n  S l a w

_  lb
Save $1.00 lb.

J o e ’s  A s s o r t e d  D i p s  ^ 1 ®  off
B u f f a lo  C h ic k e n  D ip ................................. $ 5 .9 9 lb.
A r t ic h o k e  A s ia g o  D ip ................................$6.99 lb.
S p in a c h  B a c o n  R a n c h  D ip .......................$ 5 .9 9 lb.
K r a b  D ip .....................................................$5.99 lb.

J O E ’ S  G O U R M E T  

C A T E R I N G  

&  E V E N T S

Order your Parly Platters, 
Side Dishes and Entree’s 
for your Backyard BBQ!!

Call today to plan 
your Summer Event, 
Corporate Picnics and 
Wonderful Weddings.

Visit us at
ww w.joesgourm etcatering.com  

&  The Knot

C all 2 4 8 -4 7 7 -4 3 3 3  ex t. 2 2 6

3 ) ( Q )

o n l y  r 1 *1 each

W I N E  C E L L A R
- M i k e ’s  P i c k s  ~ 

All S an gria  Wines 
$1.00 off a  bottle

Leinenkugel B eer
m m

Save $1.00
O beron C ab ern et Sauvigon

* 1 7
m

Save $4.00 a bottle
Joe’s Gourm et M arket Cordially Invites You For

W ine T asting at th e M arket 
Thursday May 31st, 2012

W i n e  T a s t i n g  C a l i f o r n i a  W i n e s  

C h e c k  O u t  O u r  N e w  B e e r  S e l e c t i o n  

M i c h i g a n  M i c r o - B r e w s

All of us af Joe’s wish you a Happy 
and Safe Memorial Day!

y  -  v  i r  l i M t n r r i r  i  r  i n i w i f c  —  - Prices good through May 29,2012

http://www.joesgourmetcatering.com
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G o u r m e t  M a rk e t

33066 W. Seven Mile Road • Livonia 
248.477.4323 Mon-Sat 9-8; Sun 9-6

Join Us All Weekend For Your Chance
to  W IN  F A B U L O U S  P R I Z E S

Including: Tiger Tickets, Movie Passes, 
Bell & Evans Turkeys, Joe’s Gift Cards 

and much, much more!

J o e ’s  M e a t  

&  S e a fo o d

Rob Pharo, Joe Maiorana & M ike Liabenow

We’ll be offering the freshest 
possible meat and seafood to 
our customers!

Ju st in time for the holiday weekend, shoppers will be 
able to stock up on their Memorial Day picnic items at 
the all new Jo e ’s Meat & Seafood. The store will offer a 
variety of locally sourced meats, such as:
• Michigan grass fed beef & Duroc pork
• Angus USDA Choice beef
• Piedmontese beef
• Prime beef
• Sustainable seafood
• Chemical-free shrimp
• All natural domestically raised lamb
• All natural Bell & Evans chicken

Those looking for ground beef without the fillers and 
by-products can purchase with confidence knowing that 
our beef is ground daily in refrigerated prep rooms to 
ensure the highest of quality and food safety.

Sausages will also be made in-house. Varieties such  
as chicken, and pork will be made using only fresh 
ingredients, natural casin gs and unique recipes 
developed by our chefs.

Behind the seafood counter, shoppers will find house- 
made salads, dips, sauces and spreads, as well as 
smoked fish and pickled herring. The main attraction is 
the selection of sustainable catches, as well as select 
ecologically friendly farm -raised options.

Come and join in our Grand 
Opening Celebration!

Angus U.S.D.A. 
Premium Choice

S i r l o i n  S t e a k

3 T ) 2 n  S a v e
$1.00 lb.

Angus
U.S.D.A.

Premium Choice
N e w  Y o r k  S t r i p  

&  B o n e - I n  

R i b e y e  S t e a k

Q X t f M P S a v e
$2.00 lb.

F r e s h  A t l a n t i c  B e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  S e a s o n

S a l m o n  F i l l e t s  w ild  C a ^ h t ,F r e s h
S o c k e v e

S a l m o n  F i l l e t s
n o

$6.00 lb.

S a v e
$ 1 0 0  lb.

J o e ’ s  F r e s h  

S e a f o o d  D i p s
A l l  V a r ie t ie s

1 M 1 S a v e
$2.00 lb.

W i l d  C a u g h t  U S A

S h r i m p
3 1  - 4 0  C t .

0 «
G r i l l  R e a d y

2 lb. Brown Sugar and “  “  ; z t t
Black Pepper Seasoned Fresh Premium Trim

S a l m o n  C e d a r  P l a n k s  T i l a p i a
1 ' Q W

S a v e
$1.00 lb.

Angus U.S.D.A. 
Premium Choice
B i s t r o  S t e a k

S a v e
$1.00 lb.

F r e s h , N e v e r  F r o z e n
3 “Pack

B a b y  B a c k  R i b s

JHCST) S a v e
$2.00 lb.

Open Prairie 
U.S.D.A.

Premium Choice 
All Natural Angus

P o r t e r h o u s e  
&  T - B o n e  S t e a k
* c r 1

Ground Beef 
from Chuck

S a v e
$1.00 lb.

Fresh Housemade 
Sw eet or H ot Ita lia n

Sausage
3 ) ®  S a v e

« $1.00 lb.

S a v e
$2.00 lb.

B e ll &  E v a n s  
B o n e le ss - S k in le s s  
Chicken Breasts

199
lb .

Open Prairie 
U.S.D.A.

Premium Choice
A l l  N a t u r a l  A n g u s

N e w  Y o r k  S t r i p  
&  D e l m o n i c o

folp c r "
S a v e

$2.00 lb.

D e a rb o rn
Hot Dogs

Sk in le ss Pkg.
9

S a v e
$1.00 lb.

Natural Casing 

B e e f C a s in g
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Sun, soccer in Cup forecast
CANTON CUP FACTS
W h a t :  30th annual Can­
ton Cup Soccer Tourna­
ment, hosted by Canton 
Soccer Club with support 
from Canton Leisure Ser­
vices.
W h e n :  5 p.m. Friday 
through 7 p.m. Sunday. 
W h e r e :  The tourney 
headquarters is Indepen­
dence Park (located at 
Denton and Cherry Hill 
roads), where there will 
be 24 fields in play. Other 
venues are as follows: 
Heritage Park (Heritage 
Parkway and Canton Cen­

ter Road), 13 fields; Griffin 
Park (Cherry Hill-Sheldon, 
six fields); Plymouth- 
Canton Educational Park 
(Joy-North Canton Center 
roads), 17 fields; Flodin 
Park (Saltz between Lilley 
and Sheldon), three fields. 
W h o :  Teams will include 
boys and girls of vari­
ous skill levels and ages 
(boys between 8-19; girls 
between 8-14). An esti­
mated 11,000 players will 
travel to Canton from 
Michigan, Ontario, Ohio 
and Indiana in one of the

B y  T im  S m it h
Observer Staff Writer

Mother Nature gave 
the 2011 Canton Cup a 
kick in the collective 
mud-splattered shins of 
thousands of players who 
couldn’t finish what they 
started.

It rained throughout 
the three-day tourna­
ment, and the threat of 
severe weather on Day 3 
resulted in the remainder 
of the 29th annual tour­
ney being canceled.

“That was an unprec­
edented crisis,” second- 
year tournament director 
Darryl Noel said. “But 
we came to understand 
what the Canton Cup 
crew can do. They were 
stress-tested last year.”

After months of doing 
what he half-jokingly 
described as his “anti­
rain dance,” Noel and

his crew anticipate no 
such issues when the 
30th annual Canton Soc­
cer Club-hosted Memo­
rial Day Weekend tour­
ney commences 5 p.m. 
Friday.

All are hoping long- 
range forecasts of sun 
and warm tem peratures 
are as precise as a per­
fectly placed header. The 
buzz is getting louder as 
opening day looms near.

“We’ve had some of our 
teams up at the Midland 
tournament last week­
end and people were 
very excited about com­
ing back,” said Noel, a 
Canton resident. “People

are always interested in 
the way the Canton Cup 
experience comes across. 
Because we’re not just a 
soccer tournament.”

Noel said family fun 
is as integral as the soc­

cer, and that’s what he 
and the rest of the tour­
nament team work count­
less hours trying to help 
come to fruition.

Of course, soccer is 
front and center. There

Midwest's largest dub- 
based tournaments. 
B u c k s :  A free game 
between the Michigan 
Bucks and Hamilton FC 
Rage will take place noon 
Saturday at Independence 
Park. Preceding the game 
will be a Memorial Day 
remembrance including 
Canton Township Supervi­
sor Phil LaJoy,
W e b :  For game schedules 
and other information, go 
to www.cantonsoccerdub. 
com or www.cantoncup. 
net.

will be 690 club teams 
comprised of boys ages 
8-19 and girls ages 8-14 
kicking it all over Inde­
pendence Park and four

P le a s e  s e e  C U P , B 2

Chiefs in 
tourney

The Canton varsity 
baseball team will play 
in the first Champions 
Tournament over the 
Memorial Day weekend 
in Flint. The tourney fea­
tures six 2011 teams that 
won district champion­
ships last year, including 
Birmingham Brother Rice 
(No. 1 in Division 1), Bay 
City Western (No. 4 in 
D1), Lapeer East (No. 4 in 
D2), Flushing and Howell. 
Canton opens 4 p.m. Fri­
day against Lapeer East.

"The upcoming week­
end will give the team an 
opportunity to play some 
of the best competition 
in the state as we finish 
off the regular season 
and prepare for districts," 
Chiefs head coach Mark 
Blomshield said. "We 
feel that this tourney 
will create a playoff like 
atmosphere where the 
margin of error will be 
small."

’Cats win 1 st 

KLAA crown
B y  T im  S m it h

Observer Staff Writer

When Plymouth junior Bri Gior­
dano lifted a towering fly ball to 
left during Monday’s KLAA Kens­
ington Conference softball cham­
pionship game between the host 
Wildcats and Northville, she wasn’t 
sure if it would go far enough or 

stay fair.
G IR LS  With two runners
SO F T B A LL  on base and Plym­

outh up 2-1 in the 
bottom of the fifth, the swirling 
winds pushed the ball toward the 
foul line.

“But I knew it was a good hit, so 
I just started running my hardest,” 
Giordano said following the game.

She was smiling as she talk­
ed, and that’s all you need to know 
about what happened next. The ball 
glanced off the screen attached 
to the foul pole to give Giordano a 
three-run homer and give Plym­
outh an insurmountable 5-1 lead — 
which held up as the final score as 
the Wildcats won the conference 
title for the first time in school his­
tory.

“It’s the first time it’s happened, 
so we’re  all excited and coach (Val) 
Canfield is super excited,” Giorda­
no said, referring to the conference 
crown.

Final fre n zy
Pitching the distance for the vic­

tory was freshman Mik Marciniak 
— who caught a liner off the bat of 
Jessica Jones for the final out, trig­
gering a mob scene in the circle.

“She did, boy am I impressed,” 
Canfield said about how M arcin­
iak got stronger as the game pro­
gressed, after giving up a run in 
the third on a two-out RBI single by 
Allie Oosten.

But Marciniak shut the door after 
that inning and her teammates 
tied the contest in the fourth, when 
Marciniak doubled to left to score 
Giordano (who walked and moved 
to second on Brittney Miller’s per­
fect sacrifice bunt).

P le a s e  s e e  S O F T B A L L , B 2

Salem's Joe 
Amado is 
the picture 
of skill and 
concentra­
tion when 
competing 
in hurdle 
events.

H e ’ s  n o  o r d i n a r y  J o e
B y  T im  S m it h

Observer Staff Writer

Overcoming hurdles is what 
Joe Amado’s all about— liter­
ally.

The Salem senior is headed to 
the Division 1 state finals June 
2 in East Kentwood after win­
ning the May 18 regionals at 
Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park in both the 110-meter and 
300-meter hurdles.

Some other fast facts about 
the talented 17-year-old, the lat­
est in a series of elite, state- 
qualifying Salem hurdlers (fol­
lowing Baze Efremov and Scott 
O’Connor):

The 5-11,135-pound Amado 
set new school marks this sea­
son in both hurdle events.

TALES FROM THE

-

A t r
'f'vx.

i ACM [
• He completed the 110 hur­

dles in 14.86 seconds, breaking 
the record set in 2011 by Dion 
Walker (15.50), another excel­
lent hurdler who walked on this 
year at Eastern Michigan Uni­
versity.

• Amado also outdid 
O’Connor’s 40.17, the record set 
in 2010, when he cracked the 
40-second mark (39.56) at last 
week’s regionals.

And nobody works harder or 
wants to be better than Ama­
do, who promised Salem head 
coach Kyle Meteyer that he 
would rip through the competi­
tion this season after being dis­
qualified in a preseason indoor 
meet after a false start.

“As soon as it was done with 
it, he texted me and said he was 
going to destroy people in the 
outdoor season,” said Metey­
er, a onetime hurdler at North 
Farmington. “... He’s been moti­
vated all year to do better and

P le a s e  s e e  A M A D O ,  B 3

M a d i  s c o r e s  i n  m o v e  t o  s o c c e r
B y  T im  S m it h

Observer Staff Writer

On your mark, get set, 
score goals...

Plymouth junior for­
ward Madi Lewis can 
be forgiven if she con­
fuses the speed of track 
and field with the rush 
of bursting through and 
beyond opposing defend­
ers on the soccer pitch.

That’s because the 17- 
year-old Canton resident 
excelled her freshman 
and sophomore years on 
the Wildcats girls track 
and field team, but gave 
that up this spring to play 
on the varsity girls soc­
cer team.

So far, so fast. Through 
Monday’s KLAA confer­
ence title game, Lewis 
has compiled 22 goals and 
23 assists while leading 
the Wildcats to the KLAA 
South Division title.

“Breakaways are def­
initely thrilling,” Lewis 
said, underscoring what 
she loves most about soc­
cer. “So is scoring.”

During a recent game, 
Lewis found the back of 
the net on one breakaway 
attempt. She later blasted 
one off the right post and 
always lurks as a threat 
to put points on the board.

Instant speed
To that end, Lewis can

step through the tiniest 
of openings and be going 
full blast in an instant, 
and her track experi­
ence garners an assist 
for that.

“For track, we worked 
on my starts a lot,” she 
said. “And with short dis­
tance sprinting it defi­
nitely helps, because on 
the field that’s just basi­
cally what I do is short 
sprints.

“And doing the 400 
(meter dash) also helped 
with my endurance, 
because you need to train 
for longer in that. I think 
it helped.”

P le a s e  s e e  L E W IS , B2

JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO

Here comes Plymouth junior forward Madi Lewis (No. 14), 
racing for a 50/50 ball with Canton's Alex Bryden during a 
recent game.

Pheasant Run 
hosts Publinx

Pheasant Run Golf Club 
in Canton is set to host 
the Michigan Publinx 
Medal Play tournament 
Saturday and Sunday.
The 54-hole event, one of 
the premier amateur golf 
events held in Michigan 
annually, is moving from 
nearby Fellows Creek. 
"Adding Pheasant Run 
to the mix truly gives 
Canton two exceptional 
public championship 
tested golf venues," said 
Greg Bores, PGA head 
golf pro at Pheasant Run. 
"This event will offer 
qualified golfers a chance 
to take on many of the 
best amateur players in 
the state."

Contestants will 
compete in a two-day 
tournament within two 
divisions. A champion for 
the gross and net division 
will be awarded the Lee 
Goh's Classic Trophy for 
their fine play.

The Michigan Publinx 
Golf Association is one of 
the original organizations 
established to serve golf­
ers in the state. To check 
the status of the event or 
if interested in compet­
ing, visit www.mipublinx. 
com.

Pheasant Run Golf 
Course is located at 46500 
Summit Parkway in Can­
ton. The 27-hole layout 
covers more than 300 
acres of rolling terrain, 
and traverses over 10.5 
miles from start to finish. 
For more information, 
visit www.golfprgc.org or 
call (734) 397-6460.

Soccer
equipment
drive

As part of the Soccer 
Aid for Hope project, a 
soccer equipment drive 
will take place Saturday- 
Sunday, May 26-27, at 
the 2012 Canton Cup 
Soccer Tournament.

The drive is slated from 
7 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day, 
at Independence Park 
(Denton Road, south of 
Cherry Hill).

All soccer equipment 
will be donated to the 
Achievers Football Club 
and Futbol Club Leveriza 
in the Philippines.

Among needed items: 
jerseys, shorts, socks, 
T-shirts, soccer cleats, 
indoor soccer shoes, run­
ning shoes, goalie jerseys 
and gloves, warmups, 
bags/backpacks, soccer 
balls, shin guards, cones, 
practice pinniesA/ests and 
ball air pumps.

For more information, 
contact Mark Mangune 
at mark.mangune@ 
gmail.com or visit www. 
facebook.com/SoccerAid- 
forHope.

mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
http://www.cantonsoccerdub
http://www.cantoncup
http://www.mipublinx
http://www.golfprgc.org
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’Cats drop bid for conference title
Plymouth’s bid for the 

KLAA Kensington Con­
ference girls soccer 
championship washed 
away with the rain Mon­
day night.

The host Wildcats (10-
2-3,9-0-1 in the KLAA 
South) were trounced 7-2 
by Northville.

Things looked prom­
ising in the first half for 
Plymouth as sophomore 
Sydney Rouse and junior 
Morgan Klabunde each 
found the back of the 
Mustangs net to go up 2-1

Rouse finished a

feed from junior for­
ward Madi Lewis and 
Klabunde fired a cross 
from Zoe Foster into the 
cage.

But Northville tallied 
an own-goal to tie the 
contest and went up 3- 
2 at halftime on Mallory 
Weber’s goal.

It was all Mustangs in 
the second half, however.

“Not one of our bet­
te r efforts,” said Jeff 
Neschich, head coach of 
the KLAA South Division 
champions.
S A L E M  1, C H U R C H I L L  0

(PKs): The two Kensington 
Conference teams played to 
a scoreless draw through 80 
minutes of regulation and 
two minutes of overtime 
Monday night before the 
Rocks (9-6-1) prevailed in a 
shootout at Livonia Churchill 
(4-8-5).
Salem converted all four 

chances in penalty kicks with 
senior Kaitlynn Krause tally­
ing the game-winner. Also 
finding the mark in PKs were 
Olivia Kaye, Hayley Rogers 
and Emily Lundh.
Salem goalkeeper Ali Egg- 

enberger earned her sixth 
shutout of the year.
Churchill made two-of-four 

with Kelsey Parrinello and 
Erin Emmanuel converting.

SOFTBALL
Continued from page B1

Then in the fifth, Cas­
sidy Hewitt singled and 
Brooke Senkbeil laid 
down a sacrifice bunt 
that turned into a throw­
ing error, giving Plym­
outh runners on second 
and third with nobody 
out.

Kayla Rebain then hit a 
sacrifice fly to center for 
the lead run, Lindsay Lut- 
ton singled and Giordano 
followed with her round- 
tripper above the 200-

foot mark against North­
ville pitcher Laura Pond.

“We kind of regrouped 
(after falling behind 1- 
0),” Canfield said. “I told 
them, ‘Let’s not miss 
out on this opportuni­
ty. I want you to seize 
the moment because it 
doesn’t come too often.’ 

“We took a deep breath 
and it’s like (we) collect­
ed ourselves and start­
ed over.... I’m just really 
proud of this team.” 

Plymouth (29-6,16-2 
in the KLAA South Divi­
sion) enjoyed the vic­
tory, fully aware that 
the championship game

for the overall KLAA is 
Wednesday against Lake­
land (26-4,15-1) and that 
the Wildcats and Cen­
tral champion Mustangs 
(17-3,14-2) will meet 
up again Tuesday in the 
Division 1 pre-district 
game at Salem.

“It will be another bat­
tle,” Canfield said. “We 
already know each oth­
er. This (will be) the third 
time we’ve played each 
other. We have all the 
stats and I’m sure they 
(Mustangs) do, too.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
(734) 469-4128

PUBLIC

COURSES

T h e  L in k s  a t  W h i t m o r e  L a k e  
7 3 4 - 4 4 9 - G O L F

M em oria l D ay  Weekend Specia l 
Sat, Sun &  Mon 

1 8  h o le s  w / c a r t

,  O p e n  - 1  p m  $ 3 5  •  1 - 5  p m  $ 2 5
i  T w i l i g h t  s t a r t i n g  a t  5 p m  -  $ 1 6
5 Contact the pro shop at 734-449-4653 for avail times.
Visit w'w'vv iinksatwhirtmoretiake com

COYOTE PRESERVE
An Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course

rS P R IN G  S P E C IA L S
W e e k d a y s  (valid before 2pm )

1 1 8  h o l e s  w / c a r t  =  $ 3 0  (not valid  5/28 /12 ) | 

S e n i o r s  = $ 2 5  (not valid  5/28 /12 )

Weekends
Before 7:30am = $45 
After 1:30pm = $38 

After 4pm = $20
M ust Present coupon

www.coyotepreserve.com  ? 
phone: (810) 714-3206

Not Valid With Leagues. Outings, Holidays or other Pre Booked Events. Exp. 6/3/12

S t .  C l a i r  S h o r e s  

C o u n t r y  C l u b

2 0 1 2  S u m m e r S p e c ia ls

W eekends after 1:OQpm
1 8  h o le s  w it h  c a r t  * 3 0 .0 0

S a t u r d a y s  a f t e r  1 :O O p m
J u n i o r s  (1 7  &  u n d e r )  F R E E

(W hen acco m panied  by a  full paying 
Adult - if riding cart fee required)

M Q n ,  W e d ,  g f  F r i d e y g  u n t i l  1 : Q Q p m
1 8  h o le s  w it h  c a r t  * 2 7 .0 0  

S e n i o r s  * 2 4 .0 0

W e e k d a y s  i : Q O p m  t P  3 ; Q Q p m
9  h o le s  w it h  a  c a r t  * 1 7 .0 0  

Not Valid on H olidays 

g  22185 Masonic Blvd, SC S  Ml 48082
Is g g g .-gj9A -2 QQO

S T O N E B R ID G E
g o l f  c l u b

M E M O R I A L  W E E K E N D
May 26, 27 & 28 Sat/Sun/Mon 

Your choice* with any Riding Rate of $39 or more: 
On e  Sleeve Titleist Velocity Balls or  $5 Off

a ('not vafcf mth other tscounts. group rates or promotions)
w w w r^ o n e b r id  g eG o lfC  iu b . n e t

7 3 4 . 4 2 9 . 8 3 8 3  Ann Arbor, Ml

H I C K O R Y  C R E E K

M e m o r i a l  D a y  
W e e k e n d  S p e c i a l

1 8  h o le s  w / c a r t  * 3 5  (after 12  noon)

Belle River Golf C o u rse
“The Best Value in Golf”

W e e k d a y  S e n i o r s  5 0 + 
- * 5 e l l e / ^ i v e r  1 8  h o le s  w / C a r t  O n ly

★  8 1 0 -3 9 2 -2 1 2 1  M e m p h is , Ml 4 80 41  
____________w w w .b e lle r lv e r g o lfc o u r se .c o m

HUNTER’S RIDGE GOLF COURSE

►  MEMORIAL DAY ^ 
WEEKEND SPECIAL

S a t .  S u n .  M o n .

0 6 , 18 w /cart s 2 5  ^p*—'  Must have coupon. Exp. 5/29/12

WEEKDAYS18 Riding..... 2 for *50°°Before 3:00pm - No Holidays 
SENIOR 5 5 +  S i i n 0 0Weekdays 18 Riding 2 for 4U Before 3:00pm - No Holidays

i Valid thru 6/15/12*1 Coupon per 4-some

Weekend Special
Before 11am....  *33
11am to 2pm.... *29

ISmlmq

7 3 4 - 4 8 1 - 0 5 0 0 ----------------- 8 0 0 - 2 1 4 - 5 9 6 35820 Stony Creek Rd. • Ypsilanti, Ml 48197 
________________ www.pineviewgc.com _________________

P l e a s e  t s t
w w w . c o y o t e g o l f G l u b . c o m  

S e n io r  S p e c ia l  (5 0 y rs  +)
T u e .  - F r i .  b e f o r e  1 2  n o o n  

1 8  H o l e s  w / c a r t  =  $ 2 5  e a c h  
( N o t  V a l i d  M o n d a y  5 - 2 8 - 1 2 )

M e m o ria l W e e k e n d  S p e c ia l
S a t . ,  S u n . ,  &  M o n d a y  5 - 2 8 - 1 2  

1 8  H o l e s  w / c a r t  -  B e f o r e  1 2  n o o n  =  $ 4 9  
A f t e r  1 2  n o o n  <= $ 3 5  

T w i l i g h t  -  A f t e r  4 : 0 0  =  $ 2 5
p : 5 -3 1 -1 2

On Milford Rd. 1 mile S. of I-96

Faulkwood Shores G o lf C lub  
517.546.4180 • Howell

Memorial Day Weekend Specials 
SAT-SUN-MON

18 H o le s  w / c a r t  $ 22 .00  
T w ilig h t  a f te r  2 p m  w / c a r t  $15 .00  

(a ll you  can  p lay )

Rain checks available 
anytime, rain or shine.

must have coupon - call for tee times ; 
expires 5-29-12

SIGNATURE COURSE

G o lf  C lu b
Monday Tuesday Wednesday before noon special 

4sf,rne i s  holes with cart $160. norm ally $200
Must have tsomc-

M > ts -  r r s r  n r  e o t i p o h  u  t i m e  o f  p u r c h a s e  • i r r  l i m e  r e q u i r e d  

not valid tctr.h am other offer

vvvvu.northvillehillsaolfclub.com • 734-667-4653

To advertise in this directory, call 
Jim Sabatella at 313-223-3246

For more about golf in Michigan 
www.TeeltUpMichigan.com

Canton Cup tournament director Darryl Noel and his family can't wait for the games 
to begin Friday. From left are wife Patty, daughter Julia, Darryl, son Tyler and daughter 
Nicole. Julia and Tyler will play for Canton Celtic teams; Nicole (a member of Plymouth's 
varsity girls soccer team) will help out with scorekeeping.

CUP
Continued from page B1

other venues.
Everything from rec­

reational to elite teams 
to the Michigan Bucks- 
Hamilton FC Rage Pro­
fessional Develop­
ment League US Open 
Cup Qualifier match 
(noon Saturday at Inde­
pendence Park) is on 
the docket (with 1,100 
games).

Once again, kids who 
play for various Can­
ton Celtic and Plymouth 
Reign teams will com­
pete against squads from 
across Michigan, the 
Midwest and Canada.

Noel said the continu­
ing popularity of the Can­
ton Cup is linked to how 
soccer kids from the

1970s and 1980s are now 
raising children who are 
growing up entrenched 
in the sport.

Soccer is picking up 
where youth baseball left 
off decades ago.

“Back in the ’60s and 
’70s, soccer wasn’t even 
on the radar here in 
Michigan,” Noel empha­
sized. “... But now, with 
the explosion of soccer, 
and the quality of teams, 
you are starting to see 
second generation soccer 
players.

“The way I was trained 
in baseball was my dad 
showed me, so I started 
off at an early age. Now 
what you’re seeing is a 
lot of these soccer play­
ers who are now parents, 
who are teaching their 
children at a young age.”

Noel and his wife, Pat­
ty — whom he credits

with keeping his family 
going while he spent end­
less hours mapping out 
the 2012 tourney — head 
one of those soccer-lov­
ing families.

They have two children 
(Julia, Tyler) competing 
for Canton Celtic teams 
and another (Nicole) 
helping out with score- 
keeping duties. Nicole 
also plays varsity girls 
soccer at Plymouth High 
School.

“I t’s a shared family 
experience,” he added.

If all goes according 
to plan this time around, 
with no constant rains 
morphing soccer pitch­
es into mosh pits, many 
more families will leave 
Canton knowing exactly 
what that means.

tsmith®hometownlife.com 
(734) 469-4128
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‘You need to have the mindset of 
working hard, and you need to put 
the effort out there because i t’s not 
just going to come easy’
M A D I  L E W IS
Plymouth junior

LEWIS
Continued from page B1

There’s no doubt Lew­
is can get from Point A to 
Point B quickly and rip 
shots to all four corners 
of the goal when she gets 
opportunities.

As proof, Lewis is at the 
top of the team ’s all-time 
list for goals in a sea­
son, but she doesn’t care 
about individual stats.

In fact, coach Jeff 
Neschich described her 
as so nice and selfless 
that “she’d play defense 
if I wanted her to.”

That’s probably not 
needed this spring, but 
nice information to have 
for any coach with cham­
pionship aspirations as 
the Wildcats have this 
year.

“Madi makes a differ­
ence,” Neschich said 
during a recent prac­
tice. “She’s blessed with 
a lot of speed, she’s also 
a very talented soc­
cer player. She has good 
touch, and good sense for 
going to the goal. You can 
tell she’s played at a high 
level.”

The future looks pretty 
bright, too. Lewis is mak­
ing lists of national pros­
pects (including one by 
ESPN.com) and has ver­
bally committed to play 
college soccer at the Uni­
versity of Michigan.

Neschich, who also 
coaches Plymouth’s boys 
team in the fall, likened 
the rise of Lewis to one 
of his form er players — 
Colin Rolfe, a two-time 
All-American at Louis­
ville who now is play­
ing professionally for the 
Houston Dynamo.

“As a coach, it’s awe­
some,” Neschich said. 
“I’m blessed to have 
players with the kind of 
talent she does, but you 
know, it’s not just one 
player.

“We’ve got a really 
good core group of kids 
that have a lot of expe­
rience here. I t’s nice to 
add that piece to the puz­
zle that we already had 
going here.”

During a recent prac­
tice, Lewis said soc­
cer has always been her 
favorite sport to play. It’s 
just that MHSAA rules 
would not permit her 
to play prep soccer her 
freshm an and sophomore 
years because she was 
playing for the Livonia- 
based Michigan Hawks 
club team.

So during those years, 
she ran track — namely 
the 100,200 and 400 dash­
es, 100 hurdles and sprint 
relays. H er name is on 
the Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park record 
board, too.

E ffo rt  co u n ts
Lewis said the two 

sports have something 
basic in common.

“You need to have the 
mindset of working hard, 
and you need to put the

effort out there because 
it’s not just going to come 
easy,” Lewis said. “I 
think that the harder you 
work, the easier things 
will come.”

A different kind of goal 
she hopes comes along is 
another trip  deep into the 
Division 1 state tourna­
ment. In 2010, the Wild­
cats reached the finals, 
only to lose to Novi.

Lewis watched from 
the stands, lamenting not 
being able to help her 
schoolmates out.

“I don’t regret running 
track at all, because I 
loved it and I made a ton 
of friends,” she said. “But 
when I went to the state 
game, I really wished I 
was there.

“And also when they 
lost last year (in the dis­
tricts to Canton) I wanted 
to be there, and be there 
for the team .... I want 
to get there (in 2012). I 
think we all do.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
(734) 469-4128

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 

@  hom etow n life
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'Stangs sting Wildcats
B y  T im  S m it h

Observer Staff Writer

Plymouth’s varsity 
baseball team Monday 
could not complete what 
would have been quite
PREP f\dou;
B A S E B A LL  J le f ,ay for the
decade-old high school, 
falling behind early to 
visiting Northville and 
losing 4-1 in the KLAA 
Kensington Conference 
championship game.

On the adjacent field, 
the softball Wildcats 
defeated Northville 5-1, 
giving Plymouth its first- 
ever conference title in 
that sport.

The loss was a bitter 
pill to swallow for Plym­
outh senior catcher Rich 
Guglielmi, because the 
Northville pitcher that 
stymied the Wildcats 
(Matt Stojkov) is going 
to be a college teammate 
next year with Guglielmi 
and Canton senior Ryan 
Bazner at Saginaw Valley 
State University.

“He (Stojkov) is a good 
pitcher, he threw a lot 
of fast balls by us and 
fooled us on a lot of curve 
balls,” Guglielmi said. 
“He kept us off-balance. 
He pitched well. But we 
didn’t hit well, they hit 
well and that’s the game 
of baseball.”

Guglielmi noted that 
the loss was the second of 
the year to the Mustangs 
in 2012, and that the two 
division champions will 
meet up again Tuesday 
(May 29) in a Division 
1 pre-district game at 
Salem. That means one of 
the two top-seeded teams 
in the districts will be 
quickly bounced from the 
state tournament.

“They beat us twice,” 
he said. “We do not want 
to lose to them a third 
time in a row.”

Plymouth head coach 
Bryan Boyd, whose team 
dropped to 23-7 overall 
and 12-4 in the confer­
ence, said players hope­
fully will learn from the 
loss when the pre-district 
game rolls around.

“This was the tune- 
up for that,” Boyd said.

“They got it today, hope­
fully we can get it next 
Hiesday. We obvious­
ly wanted to win the con­
ference title, but at the 
same time, if we beat 
them next Thesday, we’re 
going to feel pretty good 
about ourselves.”

A two-run first imme­
diately put the Wildcats 
into a hole, and Stojkov 
made sure they never 
climbed out of it.

Scoring chances were 
few and far between. 
Plymouth put two run­
ners on base to open the 
second (Guglielmi, hit by 
a pitch; Casey Sudz, sin­
gle) but could not push 
across a run.

Northville then upped 
its lead to 3-0 in the third 
against Plymouth start­
er Austin Ebeling. With 
one out, Brendan Patrone 
doubled to right-center 
and scored on a single to 
right by Trevor Maresh.

The Wildcats sliced that 
lead to 3-1 in the bottom 
of the inning, with Matt 
Janke tripling over the 
center fielder’s head and 
scoring on a wild pitch.

Northville padded the 
spread to three runs 
again with a tally in the 
fifth, with Patrone scor­
ing the run with a single.

Plymouth could not 
spark any kind of come­
back, however. After 
scoring in the third, the 
Wildcats could only mus­
ter a single by Brian 
Schmid and back-to-back 
walks to start the seventh 
by Sudz and Schmid.

“They’re  a very good 
team,” Boyd said. “You 
got to make plays against 
a team like that. There 
were a couple plays we 
didn’t make. Frankly, we 
made a lot of plays, too; 
we turned three double 
plays that kept us in the 
game.

“But we just missed out 
on a couple big hits here 
and there.”

Tripleheaders: On Saturday, 
Plymouth played a triple­
header against the three 
teams from Farmington 
Public Schools.
After losing 4-1 to Farming- 

ton, Rich Guglielmi's walk-off 
homer gave the Wildcats a 
6-5 victory over Farmington

Harrison in the second tilt. 
Collecting the win in relief 
was Brian Schmid.
Plymouth wrapped up the 

busy day with a 4-3 win over 
North Farmington. Pitcher 
Nick Sandberg threw a com­
plete game for the win.
• Canton also played a 

tripleheader Saturday at 
PCEP, winning 3-0 over North 
Farmington and 9-5 over 
Harrison but losing 5-3 to 
Farmington.
Ryan Bazner struck out nine 

and threw a one-hitter in 
the win over North, with 
Nick Hazergian pitching one 
inning for the save. Jake 
Boucher went 3-for-3 with 
two RBI with Mike Stafford 
doubling and scoring a run. 
Against the Hawks, Alex 

Cole pitched into the fourth 
for the win with Riley Regner 
hitting a grand slam while 
going 3-for-4 with five RBI. 
James Hall helped out with 
two hits and two runs.
The Chiefs could not muster 

enough offense to support 
the pitching of David Blythe 
(three runs over 5 1/3 in­
nings) against Farmington. 
Bazner did chip in with two 
hits and an RBI.
C A N T O N  4 , S T E V E N S O N  

3: Josh DeYonker went 
2-for-4 with a double, triple 
and two RBI, but it wasn't 
enough Monday as Livonia 
Stevenson fell to host Chiefs 
(17-7) in a Kensington Con­
ference crossover.
Riley Regner, Chad Russell 

and winning pitcher Nick 
Hazergian each had an RBI 
for Canton, which scored 
two runs in the bottom of 
the seventh to pull out the 
victory.
Hazergian went all seven in­

nings, allowing three runs on 
seven hits. He struck out five 
and walked four.
Losing pitcher Chris Mc­

Donald also threw all seven, 
allowing two earned runs on 
three hits and five walks. The 
senior right-hander struck 
out five.
McDonald also went 2-for-3, 

while Jake Semak also had an 
RBI for Stevenson.
S A L E M  2 , W A Y N E  1:Josh 

Penn threw a complete-game 
four-hitter Monday as the 
Rocks edged host Wayne Me­
morial (12-16) in a Kensing­
ton Conference crossover. 
Penn struck out five, walked 

one and hit one batter to 
outduel Wayne starter Zach 
Lankton, who also went all 
seven innings while allowing 
just four hits.
Lankton struck out eight 

and walked four.
Tyler McCurry went 2-for-3 

and scored Wayne's only run 
in the first inning on a Salem 
outfield throwing error.
Kyle Penn's RBI single made 

it 1-1 in the third and Justin 
Sydlowski scored the game­
winning run on the passed 
ball in the fourth for Salem.

Eagles grounded by HVL
B y  T im  S m it h

Observer Staff Writer

A dazzling, 17-strikeout 
performance by Plym­
outh Christian Acade­
my senior pitcher Daniel 
Slater should have been 
the story Tuesday on the 
team ’s Senior Day game 
against Huron Valley 
Lutheran.

Instead, Slater had lit­
tle support in the field and 
at the plate and the visit­
ing Hawks pounced for 
a 5-2 victory in a contest 
to determine the second- 
place finisher in the Mich­
igan Independent Athlet­
ics Conference Red Divi­
sion.

Huron Valley improved 
to 11-4 overall and 10-3 
in the MIAC Red while 
PCA dropped to 12-6,10-4. 
Although the teams could 
finish tied record-wise in 
the division, the Hawks 
now own the tie-breaker.

“This team (Hawks) has 
turned out to be our nem­
esis,” PCA head coach Joe 
Bottorff said. “In the last 
three years we’ve played 
them eight times and lost 
seven.

“I think we’re pret­
ty equal talent-wise, but 
they just did a lot better 
job of catching and throw­
ing than we did today. I 
was really impressed with 
their defense.”

Conversely, fielding 
woes hurt the Eagles.

With two outs and

D U A L  M ATCH  RESULTS 
CAN TO N  166 

LIVO NIA  CHURCHILL 170 
M a y  21 a t  H il lto p  G.C. 

C a n to n  sco re rs: Donnie 
Trosper, 38 (medalist); Tyler 
McMahan, 40; Brent Perry and 
A lex Chapagne, 44 each; Josh 
Maxam, 45; Justin Legel, 46.

nobody on in the top of the 
first, a ground ball skirted 
through a PCA infielder’s 
legs and before the frame 
ended, there were three 
infield hits and two Huron 
Valley runs (with RBI hits 
by Alex Harris and James 
Brown).

Hawks lefthander Ryan 
Schaffer, who allowed just 
five hits in a complete- 
game effort, shut the door 
except for a two-run hom­
er by PCA’s Daniel Jip- 
ping in the sixth (follow­
ing a walk to Ben Cock- 
rum (2-for-2, one run).

That blast to left only 
sliced the PCA deficit to 
4-2.

Schaffer (3-for-3, three 
runs) also swung a big 
stick, tripling down the 
right-field line to open the 
fifth against Slater.

He scored on a subse­
quent two-bagger into the 
left-field com er by Alex 
Harris (3-for-3, two runs, 
three RBI).

“(Schaffer’s) been con­
sistent as of late, he hits 
the ball, whether it’s a sin­
gle or a home run he hits 
the ball,” Hawks head 
coach Matthew Schaewe 
said. “And (on the mound) 
he was really good today 
with his control.

“He struggled with it 
the last couple games, but 
today he was really on the 
ball with it.”

After the homer by Jip- 
ping (l-for-3), Huron Val­
ley got a run back in the

C h u rc h ill sco re rs: Eric Hill 
and Cory Dare, 42 each; Ben 
Proben and Dom  DiLisi, 43 each 
N ick Proben, 45; Brian Sexton, 
49.
D u a l m a tch  records: Canton, 

7-2 overall, 7-2 KLAA  South D ivi­
sion; Churchill, 5-4 overall, 5-4 
KLAA  South.

seventh when Harris dou­
bled to bring home Schaf­
fer (who singled with one 
out).

The way the contest 
played out disappoint­
ed Bottorff, who would 
have liked to have seen 
Slater rewarded for his 
strong pitching. (As part 
of Senior Day, both Slat­
er and outfielder Jon 
Beauchemin were intro­
duced before the game.)

“He is a real competi­
tor on the mound, he real­
ly goes after hitters and 
throws hard,” Bottorff 
said. “When he has his 
slider working, like he did 
today, he can get a lot of 
strikeouts.

"... Unfortunately, the 
rest of the team didn’t 
help him out a whole lot. 
But he gets 17 by himself 
and you’d think we’d be 
able to get the other four 
without giving up five 
runs. But we had a little 
trouble with that.”

The Eagles might 
soon have a chance for 
redemption against the 
Hawks, however. Both 
teams along with Luther­
an Westland comprise a 
Division 4 district host­
ed by PCA on Saturday, 
June 2.

PCA will face the War­
riors at 10 a.m. with the 
winner then facing Huron 
Valley for the district title.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734)469-4128
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When it comes to running hurdles, Salem senior Joe 
Amado is all business. He will compete in the Division 1 
state meet on June 2.

A M A D O
Continued from page B1

so far, so good.”
No. 1 on the Amado 

checklist is finishing in 
the top-eight in any of his 
three events at the finals, 
which would earn him all- 
state status. Last year, 
he just missed out. Nail­
ing down a college track 
scholarship would be 1A.

To get to where he wants 
to go, Amado doesn’t mind 
falling occasionally while 
sprinting, launching and 
landing around the PCEP 
track. He’ll just pick him­
self up and take aim at the 
next hurdle in his path.

“Flat running is com­
pletely different than hur­
dles,” said Amado, fol­
lowing in the footsteps of 
recent Salem all-state hur­
dlers Baze Efremov and 
Scott O’Connor. “When 
you’re up against an obsta­
cle like that, you have to 
time it perfectly or else 
you fall and hit yourself on 
the track and then you’re 
out for a couple races.”

The right w ay
Sprinters might get the 

limelight. But Amado is 
finding plenty of it headed 
his way as he continues to 
work, grind and smoothly 
scale hurdles in his path.

“I’ve been doing this 
seriously for three years 
now,” Amado said. “I’ve 
been going to practice 
every day, I think it’s just 
like a continuous flow 
going to practice, working 
hard and trying to get bet­
ter and better.”

It helps being familiar 
with the track and hurdles 
at PCEP, where KLAA and 
regional meets were held 
this season.

“People always perform 
better at home,” he said. 
“These are my hurdles, 
this is my track, I’m used 
to it. I kind of have that 
advantage over the other 
guys.”

Amado also has worked 
hard with Salem assis­
tant coaches during his 
prep career to improve 
his technique and maxi­
mize strength and flexibil­
ity through a pre-practice 
stretching regimen. He 
augmented that by joining 
the Michigan Accelerators 
Track Club after his soph­
omore season.

And he could always use 
teammates such as Efre­
mov and O’Connor as 
sounding boards for how 
to tweak his approach.

Now, he doesn’t mind 
being available to help 
younger guys.

“You need to have the 
right form, that’s real­
ly important,” Amado 
said. “Some people can 
run super fast in an open 
event, but then they run 
hurdles and have terrible

THE AMADO FILE
W h o : Salem senior hurdler 
Joe Amado, 17 of the varsity 
boys track and field team. 
E lite : Amado is undefeated 
this season in both the 
110- and 300-meter hurdles, 
having set new Salem school 
records this season in each.
He will compete at the June 
1 Division 1 state finals in 
both events, as well as with 
teammates Colin McCor­
mack, Chase Minshew and 
Thom Crawford in the

form.
“The guy with the better 

form will win. To be a real­
ly good hurdler, you got to 
have both, speed and good 
form. Land strong on your 
toes and get three steps to 
the next hurdle.”

Concurring was Metey- 
er, who added that hur­
dlers deserve to get more 
credit than they usually 
receive.

“Hurdlers are I think 
the most versatile kids on 
the track team,” Meteyer 
said. “It takes a lot more 
coordination to do hurdles 
than run the 100-meter 
dash or a 200. Those guys 
(hurdlers) have to put in a 
lot more time to learn the 
technique.

“(With the) 100, more 
or less you have it or you 
don’t. Hurdles? Not so 
much. You can be a medi­
ocre sprinter and turn into 
a very good hurdler with 
some work on technique.”

Sm ooth as silk
Of course, mediocrity 

and Joe Amado have noth­
ing in common whether 
doing hurdles or running 
events.

“He’s the smoothest 
hurdler I’ve seen in high

1,600-meter relay.
H e llo :  Salem head coach 
Kyle Meteyer immediately 
saw promise in Amado 
when the latter competed 
in an eighth-grade track 
meet. Meteyer said Amado 
has progressed from a 
"skinny little freshman" 
into an athlete who has 
potential to excel with a 
college team.
F a m ily :  Amado's parents 
are Jose and Maria Amado.

school this year,” Metey­
er said. “Other guys might 
have a little more foot 
speed, a little more explo­
siveness. Joe’s the smooth­
est one over the hurdles,”

And it was Amado’s 
momentum-seizing sec­
ond leg of the 1,600 relay 
at regionals that enabled 
the Rocks to win that race 
and finish first in the team 
standings.

All of that, as well as 
being as coachable as they 
come, are why the veteran 
coach sees a bright future 
somewhere at the colle­
giate level.

“Some guys can go on to 
college and maybe they’re 
not as coachable or maybe 
they peaked in their run­
ning,” summed up Metey­
er. “I think Joe has a lot 
more to offer, especially 
in the college 400 hurdles 
because he’s a good 400 
runner, too.”

With every high-pro­
file meet that Amado sails 
through this spring, it 
looks as if a college track 
and field coach some­
where will happily find 
that out very soon.

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
(734) 469-4128

G o l f s m i t h

O U R  N O V I  S T O R E

I S  N O W  O P E N
Visit o u r b ig g e r  & b e t te r  Golfsm ith!

J U S T  8  M I L E S  F R O M  O U R  O L D  N O R T H V I L L E  S T O R E

C JZ jc£jd tt */aylorMade  : : N I K E G j O L F  'faoctf&fot.. P I N G  - S t  i = c = i t

3 Custom Fitting Studios • Huge putting green • The latest golf fashion 
4 Hitting Bays • The lowest prices on the best brands

H U R R Y !  O F F E R  E N D S  M A Y  2 8 !

SW |N G  B Y  A N D  R E C E ,V E  G o l f e m l t h

1 5 %  O F F
A  S I N G L E  I T E M  O F  $ 9 9  O R  M O R E

Coupon valid 5/24/12 through 5/28/12. Offer valid at all Detroit area stores. Due to manufacturer restrictions not all items qualify for discount. Select | 
items from the following brands are excluded: Callaway, TaylorMade, Cleveland, PUMA, Bushnell, Garmin, SkyGotf, Leupold, Nike, Prince, Wilson, Head, i 
Dunlop, OGIO, Sun Mountain, adidas, K-Swiss, Under Armour, Yonex and Volkl. All items from the following brands are excluded: PING, Titieist, Scotty 
Cameron, FootJoy, Mizuno, ECCO, TRUE linkswear, Cobra, Oakley, Accusport, Zero Restriction, Lacoste, Luxilon, Motorola, Hugo Boss, Tommy Bahama I 
and Babolat. Does not apply to tennis balls, ball machines, tennis restringers or do-it-yourself putting greens. Additional exclusions may apply. See a  | 
store associate or visit gotfsmith.com/exclusions for a  complete list of manufacturer restrictions that apply. Discounts cannot be combined with other i 
Golfsmith coupon offers or discounts unless specified. Not valid on previous purchases, exchanges, special orders or gift cards. No substitutions or ] 
backorders. See store for details.

A D D R E S S :

43135 Crescent Blvd 
Novi, Ml 48375 
248-347-2339 

GolfTEC Lessons Inside
A LSO  VISIT OUR TRO Y & LA KESID E STORES. SEE  GOLFSMITH.COM 

FOR LO CATIO N S AND HOURS.

S T O R E  H O U R S :

Mon-Fri ; 9am-9pm 
Saturday: 9am-8pm 
Sunday: 10am-6pm 

Memorial Day: 9am-6pm

♦ 1 "  ' »  ' J - I W ,

mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
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BAASE,
R O N A L D  L E E ,  S R .

Age 6 8 , May 19, 2012. Beloved 
husband o f  Maryann. Lov ing  
father o f Ron (Carylyn) Jr., Bianca 
(Dave) Sams and David (Paula). 
Grandfather o f Donnielle, Shalen, 
Colin, Zach and Megan. Funeral 
Service 11:00 A M  Saturday at the 
R .G . &  G .R . Harris Funeral 
Home, 15451 Farmington Rd., 
Livonia. Visitation Friday 2-9 PM. 
Please share a memory o f Ron at 

www.rggrharris.com.

B O U G H T O N ,  

R O B E R T  C A R L

Was born in Wayne, M ichigan 
February 13, 1979, the oldest son 
o f John and Louise Boughton. He 
attended L ivon ia Churchill High 
as a member o f the Math, Science 
and Computers Program. He went 
on to attend M ich igan Tech 
University, where he received a 
Bachelor’s in Computer Science 
and Secondary Education. Rob 
always enjoyed working with 
people. For many years he served 
as the Tournament Director for 
the Am erican Contract B ridge 
League. Robert also played 
Bridge and had reached the status 
o f  a Bronze L ife  Master. He also 
worked for the Observer 
Newspapers and was an Eagle 
Scout. Robert enjoyed playing 
triv ia every Thursday with his 
family. Robert is survived by his 
parents, John and Louise 
Boughton as well as his sister 
Ap ril (Clark) Smalley and broth­
ers Ryan and Ross Boughton. He 
is the grandson o f Robert (the late 
Anna) Boughton and the late Carl 
Arthur (the late Dorothy) Nelson. 
Services were entrusted to the 
Harry J. W ill Funeral Home in 
L ivonia and took place earlier this 
week. He was laid to rest at Glen 
Eden Memorial Park in Livonia. 
Memorials may be made to the 
Make-A-W ish Foundation in his 
honor. Please visit: 
www.harryjwillfuneralhome.com 

To leave condolences 
for Rob ’s family.

D E S R O C H E R S ,  I I  

J O S E P H

Age 68 o f  Livonia, M ay 20, 2012. 
Beloved husband o f Lois. Loving 
father o f Joseph DesRochers III. 
Dear brother o f  Ann (Harvey) 
Hamel, the late Ernest, and 
Joseph (Carol) Santelio. Joseph 
leaves behind many lov ing  
nieces, nephews, fam ily, and 
friends. Visitation w ill be held at 
Fred Wood Funeral Home Rice 
Chapel 36100 F ive M ile  Road (E. 
o f  Levan) L ivonia. Thursday May 
24,2012 from 3-9PM  with a 7PM  
Rosary Service. Funeral services 
w ill be held at St. Edith Catholic 
Church 15089 Newburgh Rd 
Livonia, M i. Friday instate 10:00 
A M , Mass 10:30 A M .
Memorial contributions may be 

made to Angela Hospice. 
Please share your memories at: 

Fredwoodftmeralhome.com

Let others 
know...

W h e n  y o u ’v e  lo s t  a  
lo ve d  o n e , p la c e  

y o u r  n o tic e  on  o u r  

w e b s ite  a n d  in  

“P a s s a g e s ”,., a  
d ire c t o r y  lo c a te d  

in  e v e ry  e d it io n  o f  
y o u r  h o m e to w n  

n e w sp a p e r .

hom etow nlife.com

O bserver  &  E ccen tric
XJOMFTOWN
X X  W EEKLIES

Call
1-800-579-7355

K E N Y O N ,  

R A Y M O N D  B .

Asheville, NC . Raymond 
Burdette Kenyon, age 8 6 , 
passed away Friday, May 
18, 2012 at M iss ion  

Hospital. Ray was born in 
Woodland Township o f  Barry 
County in M ichigan on June 3, 
1925 to the late Ernest Adelbert 
Kenyon and Ina Mae W ill 
Kenyon. He was also preceded in 
death by his wife o f 54 years, 
Shirley Granger Kenyon. Ray 
came from a large fam ily o f  four 
brothers and three sisters. He 
graduated from Hastings H igh 
School in Michigan, class o f 1943, 
and was class President. He then 
attended and graduated from the 
University o f  Michigan. Ray was 
a U.S. Army Veteran serving in 
Europe in 1944 and 1945. In the 
1960’s, he was a proud member o f 
the Garden C ity School Board. 
Ray worked for Ford Motor 
Company from 1962 to 1985 in 
Dealer Development and was a 
member o f  Lake Lure Fairfield 
Chapel in Lake Lure. Ray is sur­
vived by his three children; a son, 
Frederick Kenyon; two daughters, 
Pavanne Kenyon Lapham and 
Am y Kenyon; two sisters, Lois 
Finkbeiner and Jean Jowett; five 
grandchildren; four great-grand­
children and Margy Herrmann, his 
close companion for seven years, 
and her three daughters. A  memo­
rial service was held on Tuesday, 
May 22,2012 at 4:00 P.M. at Lake 
Lure Fairfield Mountains Chapel, 
1384 Buffalo Creek Road, Lake 
Lure, N C  28746 with Reverend 
Everette Chapman officiating. In 
lieu o f flowers, memorials may be 
made to CarePartners Hospice in 
Asheville , P.O. Box 25338, 
Asheville , N C  28813.Groce 
Funeral Home at Lake Julian, 
Arden, N .C . is assisting the fami­
ly and the memorial register is 
available online at:

www.grocefuneralhome.com

R O D R I G U E Z ,  

R A N D Y  R A Y

M A Y  20, 2012
Bom  January 19, 1950. Age 62. 
L ived in Westland for over 55 
years. Husband o f Donna (nee 
B lackwell). Son o f Etta (Cochran) 
and the late Andrew. Father o f 
Robert, Andy, Nata lie (fiance 
David). Brother o f Caroline, 
Rodney, Kathelene, Andrew Dean 
(Sherrill). Randy left behind 
many Uncles, Aunts, cousins and 
their families, and friends who 
gathered in Irish H ills  for family 
reunions. Worked w ith friends 
and his brothers from Local #412 
at Detroit Diesel in Redford for 
over 30 years. Attended the 
Wayne-Westland school system 
and graduated as the State 
Champion wrestler in his weight 
class from Wayne Memorial H igh 
School in 1968. Visitation was 
held Tuesday, May 22nd at L.J. 
G r if f in  Funeral Home, 8809 
Wayne Rd., L ivonia, M ichigan. 

Memories and thoughts can be 
made at griffinfuneralhome.com.

T A F T ,  W I L L I A M  D .

M ay 18, 2012, o f  Plymouth. 
Beloved husband o f Joann. Dear 
father o f Gregg (Ann), Susan 
(Gary) Matthews &  W illiam  
(Maggie). Loving grandfather o f 
six &  great-grandfather o f four. 
Dear brother o f Lo is Simmons. 
Memorial services w ill be an­
nounced at a later date. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
M u ltip le  Sclerosis Society o f 
M ichigan or Lapham Cemetery. 
For further info or to leave a mem­
ory or condolence, please visit: 
www.venneulenfuneralhome.com

M a y  p e a c e  b e

w it h  y o u  in  t h is  

t im e  o f  s o r r o w .

Successful walk

Participants stroll through Westland earlier this month 
during the annual CROP walk. Approximately 143 individu­
als, including members of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
First Congregational Church of Wayne, First United Meth­
odist Church of Wayne, Good Hope Lutheran of Garden 
City, Grace Moravian of Westland, Kirk of Our Savior of 
Westland, Prince of Peace Lutheran of Westland, St. Mary 
Catholic of Wayne, and St. Richard Catholic of Westland, 
walked to raise awareness of global and local hunger. The 
group raised $12,500 for Church World Service. A quarter 
of those funds will be returned to four organizations in the 
Wayne-Westland community.

RELIGION CALENDAR
Send items for the religion 
calendar to Sharon Dargay 
at sdargay@hometownlife. 
com.

May
C L O T H I N G  B A N K

T im e / D a te : 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, May 25 
L o c a t io n :  Canton Christian 
Fellowship Clothing Bank, 
41920 Joy Road, between 
Lilley and Haggerty, Canton 
D e t a ils :  "Free" clothing 
and shoes to anyone in need 
C o n t a c t :  (734) 927-6686 or 
(734)404-2480

June
G A R A G E  S A L E

T im e / D a te : 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, June 9 
L o c a t io n :  Canton Christian 
Fellowship Church, 8775 
Ronda Drive, Canton 
D e t a ils :  "Great Expecta­
tions Garage Sale," will in­
clude such items as clothing, 
furniture, electronics, and 
more. The sale will be held 
in the church parking lot 
C o n t a c t :  (734) 404-2480; 
www.cantoncf.org
G R I E F  S U P P O R T

T im e / D a te :  7-9 p.m., Tues­
day, June 5 and Thursday, 
June 7,14, 21 and 28 
L o c a t io n :  Our Lady of Vic­
tory Parish, 133 Orchard Dr., 
Northville
D e t a ils :  The "Grieving with 
Great Hope" workshop of­
fers help for those mourn­
ing the loss of a loved one.

Speakers will include the 
Rev. Denis B. Theroux, as 
well as John and Sandy 
O'Shaughnessy from Good 
Mourning Ministry, a Catho­
lic bereavement organiza­
tion. Registration forms are 
online at www.goodmourn- 
ingministry.net or call the 
parish office.
C o n t a c t :  The church at 
(248) 349-2621, www. 
olvnorthville.org

T R A S H ,  T R E A S U R E S

T im e / D a te :  9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., June 1-2 
L o c a t io n :  Cherry Hill 
United Methodist Church, 
321 S. Ridge Road, Canton 
D e t a ils :  Annual Trash and 
Treasure Sale will include 
toys, kitchen and holiday 
items, hobby-related goods 
and some furniture. No 
clothing. Bag sale is after 
noon Saturday 
C o n t a c t :  (734) 495-0035 

W I D O W E D  F R I E N D S  

T im e / D a te :  5 p.m. so­
cial hour, 6 p.m. dinner, 
Wednesday, June 13 
L o c a t io n :  Corsi's Italian 
Restaurant, 27910 W. Seven 
Mile, three blocks west of 
Inkster Road, in Livonia 
D e t a ils :  Cost is $14 and 
includes dinner, beverage, 
dessert, tax and tip. Pay 
exact amount at the door. 
Cash bar available. After 
dinner enjoy cards, games, 
and conversation until 9:30 
p.m. RSVPbyJune6 
C o n t a c t :  Carol at (248) 
946-0300 or Pat at (248) 
545-8348 or Cookie at (248) 
357-2183

i

Y o u r  I n v it a t io n  to  W o r sh ip
C A T H O LIC

ST. A N N E ’S R O M A N  
C A T H O L IC  C H U R C H  

Tridentine Latin Mass 

St. Anne’s Academy - Grades K -8

38100 Five Mile Road 
Livonia, MI 48154 *(734)462-3200 

M ass S ch ed u le :
F i r s t  F r id a y  M ass 7:00 p.m .
S a t u rd a y  M ass 11:00 a.m.
S u n d a y  M asses 7:30 &  10:00 a.m .
C o n fe ss io n s  H e a rd  P r io r  to E a c h  M ass 

M o t h e r  o f  P e r p e t u a l  H e lp  D e v o t io n s  
T u e s d a y s  a t  7:00  P.M .

PRESBYTERIAN
(U.S.A.)

ROSEDALE GARDENS
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)

9601 H u b b ard  a t W . C h ic a g o , L iv o n ia , Ml 
(between Merriman & Farmington Rds.)

<**■ «*_ (734)422-0494
* JJL 6

= 2 C : :  -  F r ie n d s  in  F a ith  S e r v ic e
9 :00  am

Tra d it io n a l S e r v ic e  
10:30 am

V is it  w w w .ro s e d a le g a rd e n s .o rg  
F o r  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  o u r m a n y  p r o g r a m s

_________________________________ Q E08 76 0 82 5

EV A N G ELICA L
PRESBYTERIAN

TATATT TN 40000 Six Mile RoadW A R D  Northville, Ml 48168 
■  III I  C H U R C H  24B.374.7400

www.wardchurch.org

Traditional W orship at 8 ,9 :3 0  & 11 a.m. 
Con tem porary  W orship at 9:30 & 11 a.m. 0 

Children’s  Program s available at 9:30 & 11 a.m. I

The Traditional Service is broadcast on the \ 
radio each week at 11 a.m. on 560 AM !i

LU TH ER A N  C H U R C H  M ISSO U RI SY N O D

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church
14175 Farmington Road, Livonia Just north of I-96 

www.christoursavior.org

Sunday School/B ib le C lass
9:45 am

Early Childhood Center 
Phone 734-513-8413

Sunday Worship 
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional

S ta ffe d  N u rs e ry  A v a ila b le

J L

M a k in g  d is c ip le s  w ho  s h a re  the lo v e  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t
P a s t o r s :  D a v e n p o r t ,  B a y e r ,  &  C r e e d e n

7 3 4 -5 2 2 -6 8 3 0  OE08760707

C H U R C H E S  O F  
TH E N A ZA REN E

P L Y M O U T H  C H U R C H  
O F  T H E  N A Z A R E N E

45801 W. Ann Arbor Road • (734) 453-1525

Sunday School - 9:45 A.M. 
Sunday Worship -11:00 A.M. 
Sunday Evening - 6:00 P.M.

Family Night - Wed. 7:00 P.M.
NEW HORIZONS FOR CHILDREN LEARNING CENTER 8 

_______________ (734) 455 -3 1 96 _______________ g

ASSEM BLIES  
O F G O D

OPEN ARMS CHURCH
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am

C h i l d r e n ’ s  P r o g r a m s  
A v a il a b le

CONGREGATIONAL

north Congregational Church
36520 12 Mile Rd. 

Farmington Hills
( b e t .  D r a k e  &  H a l s t e d )  

(248) 848-1750
10:30 a.m. Worship & Church School 
Faith - Freedom  - Fellowship

R e v .  M a r y  E .  B i e d r o n
S e n i o r  M i n i s t e r

OE08760699

LUTHERAN CHURCH  
WISCONSIN SYNOD

St. Paul ’s Ev . LutHERAN-vf 
Church & School *  -

17810 F a r m in g t o n  R o a d ,- 
L iv o n ia  (7 3 4)261-1360

W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

S u n d a y : 8 :3 0  A.M . &  1 1 :0 0  A.M .
T h u r s d a y : 6 :3 0  p .m . 

website: www.stpaulslivonia.org

PRESBYTERIAN

Fellowship Presbyterian Church
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 - 10:f5a.m. • Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Childrens Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
P a s to r :  D r . J im m y  M c G u ir e

Services held at: Saint Andrews Episcopal Church
16360 Hubbard Road in Livonia • s o u t h  o f  s i x  M ile  R o a d  

__________________n u rse ry  p ro v id ed  » w w w . f e l lo w s h ip - p r e s b v t e r i a n . o r Q OE0876Q 7Q 8

F o r  I n f o r m a t i o n

r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  D i r e c t o r y ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  

K a r e n  M a r z o l f  a t  3 1 3 - 2 2 2 - 2 2 1 4  o r  e - m a i l :  

k m a r z o l f @ h o m e t o w n l i f e .  c o m

mailto:oeobits@hometownlife.com
http://www.rggrharris.com
http://www.harryjwillfuneralhome.com
http://www.grocefuneralhome.com
http://www.venneulenfuneralhome.com
http://www.cantoncf.org
http://www.goodmourn-ingministry.net
http://www.goodmourn-ingministry.net
http://www.rosedalegardens.org
http://www.wardchurch.org
http://www.christoursavior.org
http://www.stpaulslivonia.org
http://www.fellowship-presbvterian.orQ

