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Local 
family 
makes 
Whaler 
feel right 
at home 
- Sports, B1 

PLYMOUTH 
PIPELINE 

The Plymouth Goodfellows are 
coordinating volunteers for their 
annual paper sale 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 5. 

People can sign up for any time 
frame. "Times are difficult... and 
we need all the help we can muster 
to help us meet our goal of'No Child 
without a Christmas,'" Goodfellows 
spokesperson Penny Irwin said. 

Contact the Goodfellows at 
plymouthgoodfellows@yahoo. 
com or by calling (734) 262-3199-

Schwantner 

Pulitzer Prize winning composer 
Joseph Schwantner is coming to 
lead educational workshops in 
conjunction with the Michigan 
premiere of his ChasingLight per­
formed by the Plymouth Canton 
Symphony Orchestra Nov. 21, at the 

Village Theatre of 
Cherry Hill. 

Schwantner 
will give two 
workshops for 
fifth grade stu­
dents at Farrand 
and Hulsing 
Elementary 
schools in the 
Plymouth-Canton 

School District and will spend a 
day with graduate composition stu­
dents at the University of Michigan 
School of Music in Ann Arbor. 

The performance will include 
the Lincoln Portrait by Copland, 
Gevshy/WLsAnAmerican in Paris and 
Ellington's It Don't Mean a Thing. 

The Plymouth Canton Symphony 
Orchestras concert takes place 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21 at Village 
Theatre at Cherry Hill, 50400 
Cherry Hill (at Ridge), Canton. 

Tickets are $25, adult; $20, 
senior, $10, student. Call (734) 
451-2112 or visit www.plymouth-
symphony.org. 

Officials at Plymouth Christian 
Academy host "MISSION POSSIBLE," 
the school's annual Fall Auction, 
Friday, Nov. 20, in the school building 
at 43065 Joy Road in Canton. 

The evening begins at 5:30 p.m. 
with a buffet pasta dinner and 
silent auction. The live auction 
begins at 7 p.ni. and will include 
such items as a ride on the Red 
Wings Zamboni complete with 
game tickets, fabulous sports and 
vacation packages, a ride on a B-17 
Flying Fortress at the Yankee Air 
Museum and pearl sets made by 
women who have been rescued out 
of the human trafficking trade. 

Proceeds from this event will go 
directly to support students in the 
pursuit of a college preparatory, 
Biblical worldview education. 

For more information, contact 
PCA at 734-459-3505 or www. 
plymouthchristian.org. 

'Hell' of combat 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Stew Israel grills strip steaks for veterans. The Plymouth Elks and American Legion Passage-Gayde Post 391 partner to serve veterans from the 
Veteran's Administration Hospital and homeless veterans. 

Veterans describe terrors of war, paths to civilian life 
BYMATTJACHMAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Two men. Two wars, 20 years apart. 
And after what could be described as 

a season in hell that left each of them 
combat-wounded, two divergent paths. 

"It's been a scary road because of 
what I did experience in Vietnam," said 
U.S. Army veteran Peter Wilkerson, 
who was shot in the left arm in combat 
in 1965 and is totally disabled. "I take 
it day by day." 

"I wouldn't want to go through it 
again, I'll tell you that," said Elgin 
Olson, also an Army infantry vet­
eran, who was part of the invasion 
force June 6,1944, that stormed Nazi 
Germany's Fortress during World War 
II. 

Wilkerson and Olson spoke 
Thursday during a steak luncheon 
event for local veterans at the 
Plymouth Elks Lodge 1780. The lun­
cheon was hosted by the Elks with help 
from members of American Legion 
Post 391. 

' I STILL HAVE NIGHTMARES' 
Wilkerson, who grew up in Detroit 

and volunteered for the Army — but 
not for Vietnam, he points out — said 
he has suffered from mental problems 
since the war and is on a 100-percent 
military disability. 

"I still have nightmares," he said. Not 
just about being shot, he added, but 
about "just being in Vietnam, period." 

"That was a scary place," he said. 
Four months into his tour, 

Wilkerson said, he was the point man 
on a patrol when he spotted the enemy. 

Veterans Howard Thomas (Army) and Curley Lighton (Air Force) play cards while the steaks are 
grilling. 

He turned to warn the others, he said, 
when he was hit. 

"The bullet was so powerful it 
knocked me to the ground, and I 
screamed for the medic," he said. The 
medic ran up and began attending to 
him, he said, and was himself fatally 
wounded. 

"I remember him working on me. I 
think he shot something in my arm," 
Wilkerson said. "He got killed shortly 
afterward." 

Wilkerson was hospitalized for about 
two years, he said, first in Saigon, then 

in Tokyo, and then at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center in Washington, 
D.C. The bullet had torn through his 
arm, he said, damaging bone and 
nerves. He regained use of it, but it 
pains him in cold weather, he said. 

Wilkerson said he wouldn't be 
around without the help of an out­
patient treatment program at the 
Veterans Administrations John D. 
Dingell Medical Center. He attends 
three days a week. 

Please see VETERANS, A2 

Veterans enjoy 
steak lunch at 
Plymouth Elks 

BYMATTJACHMAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A day after people in 
Plymouth and around the 
country marked Veterans 
Day with speeches and cer­
emonies, a Plymouth service 
club and a veterans group 
recognized local military vet­
erans again — this time with 
hospitality and a hot meal. 

The Plymouth Elks Club, 
assisted by members of 
American Legion Post 391, 
hosted more than 100 vet­
erans for lunch Thursday at 
the Elks' Lodge 1780 on Ann 
Arbor Road. Patients from 
Veterans Administration hos­
pitals in Detroit and Arbor, 
and men from two area shel­
ters for homeless veterans, 
enjoyed steak and potatoes, 
salad and rolls, cake and cof­
fee and musical entertain­
ment by the Detroit Police 
Department's rhythm-and-
blues band, The Blue Pigs. 

"The whole purpose of 
this is to say thank you and 
give you the respect you 
really deserve as our heroes," 
Stewart Israel, the Elks' vet­
erans affairs chairman, told 
the crowd. 

The Elks had been hosting 
annual lunches for several 
years, Israel said, and when 
the Legion joined them a 
few years ago, they began 
doing two a year, one in 
November, which is Veterans 
Remembrance Month, and 
one in March. 

"They treat the vets spe­
cial," said Peter Wilkerson, 
a U.S. Army veteran of 
the Vietnam War who was 
wounded in combat. "They 
really show feelings for the 
vets." 

The Elks also host monthly 
ice cream socials at the John 
D. Dingell V.A. Medical 
Center in Detroit, collect 
deer hides to make gloves 
for veterans in wheelchairs 
and distribute Christmas. 
gifts annually to about 800 
veterans through three V.A. 
hospitals and two shelters, 
Israel said. 

"It makes me feel good," 
said Vivian Beigun, an Elks 
member for four years and 
frequent volunteer. "They 
give their life, and this is 
what I can do for them." 

mjachman@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2405 
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It'll be "two schools, one mission" when the 
merger of Plymouth-based Michigan Theological 
Seminary and Moody Bible Institute in Chicago is 
complete. 

The merger was announced at a gala event held 
in Plymouth last week. Moody Bible Institute 
President Paul Nyquist and Michigan Theological 
Seminary Chairman Rick Warren jointly 
announced plans for MTS. to merge with Moody 
and join with Moody Theological Seminary and 
Graduate School. 

Both boards approved the decision to join the 
seminaries at their spring 2009 board meet­
ings. The Higher Learning Commission officially 
approved the merger at their Oct. 29 meeting, 
stipulating a few additional merger conditions. 
These issues will be addressed in anticipation of a 
formal merger agreement to be in place by Jan. 1. 

"MTS and MGS not only align theologically and 
doctrinally, but this merger combines two schools 
with the same mission to train and equip students 
for ministry," said Jerry Jenkins, Moody board 
chairman. "As a single entity we can be more 
effective for the Kingdom." 

Moody currently enrolls 400 students in its 

seminary program and by merging with MTS, 
whose enrollment is 200, the school population 
will move it into the middle tier of seminaries, 
providing opportunities each school would not 
have on its own. Additionally, the merger allows 
more students access to broader study programs, 
and will enhance students' educational experience 
by providing access to a diverse faculty in both 
locations through brilliant classroom technology. 

"MTS brings a well-established counseling pro­
gram and Moody brings an effective online educa­
tion program combining the two schools offers 
students access to courses and ways of studying 
they may not have had otherwise," said Dr. Charles 
Dyer, provost and dean of Education at Moody. 

In addition to the exceptional educational 
benefits of joining the two like-minded graduate 
schools, the economic potential for better stew­
ardship of resources was an important factor in 
the discussion to merge. 

Joining the two schools into a single entity 
allows for greater cost savings and efficiency. This 
will be achieved through the use of a shared tech­
nological infrastructure and back-of-the-house 
operations, officials said. 
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AROUND PLYMOUTH 

"Around Plymouth" is designed to 
announce upcoming events taking 
place in the community. Items will 
run on a space-available basis. Send 
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com 

Farrand craft fair 
Farrand Elementary School 

hosts its annual Vendor/Craft 
Fair 4-8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20 
at the school, located at 41400 
Greenbrian Lane in Plymouth. 

Well-known vendors as well 
as home-made crafts will be 
available. 

Admission is $1 at the door. 

Corriveau coffee 
State Representative Marc 

Corriveau (D-Northville), 
whose district includes 
Plymouth, Northville and part 
of Canton, hosts a coffee hour 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Nov. 30 at * 
Parthenon Coney Island, 39910 
Ford Road, in Canton. 

For more information, call 
(734)981-0200. 

DAR meets 
The Daughters of the 

American Revolution-Sarah 
Ann Cochrane chapter meet 
for a birthday luncheon at noon 
Monday, Nov. 16, at Station 
885,885 Starkweather in 
Plymouth. 

Speaker Sharon Hopkins, 
honorary state regent, state 
chairman Michigan Room, 
will speak about The Michigan 
Room. 

For more information, call 
(734)459-4764. 

Medicare workshop 
The Plymouth District 

Library will again be offering 

Dance delights 
The Salem High School Junior Varsity Dance team earned first place in their division at the 2009 Mid American Pompon 
Dance and High Kick Championship Nov. 8 at Eastern Michigan University. The team placed first in the Junior Varsity 
Jazz category. Salem JV performed with a Jazz routine to the song 'Let Me Think About It' by Ida Corr. The 12-girl team 
coached by Liz Hynes is preparing for the Regional Competition at Churchill High School Saturday, Jan. 23, with hopes 
of qualifying for the State Competition at EMU Sunday, Feb. 13. 

workshops to assist individuals 
who are looking to enroll in the 
prescription programs offered 
by Medicare. 

Co-sponsored by CVS 
Pharmacy, workshops will 
be held on all Tuesdays in 
November - Nov. 17 and 
24 - from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Attendees are required to put 
all their current medications in 
a bag and bring it to the work­
shop. 

Trained library staff mem­
bers will review the medica­
tions and obtain a comparative 
look at the programs offered. 
Space is limited; register by 
calling (734) 453-0750, Ext. 4. 

Holiday Arts & Crafts 
The annual Plymouth-

Canton Music Boosters Holiday 
Arts & Crafts Ensemble is a 
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juried art and craft exhibi­
tion hosted by the Plymouth-
Canton Music Boosters 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21 at 
Plymouth High School. 

Exhibitors include makers 
of handcrafted jewelry, holi­
day gifts, floral arrangements, 
purses, wood crafts, glass 
works, clothing & linens, paint­
ings, painted glass ornaments, 
and more. In addition to the 
100-plus exhibits, there will be 
food, baked goods, a raffle, and 
entertainment by local musi­
cians and artists throughout 
the day. Admission is $2. 

All the proceeds from this 
one day event go towards the 
band and color guard pro­
grams at the Plymouth Canton 
Educational Park, the campus 
of three high schools in the 
Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools. For more information 
visit www.pcmb.net/artcraft 

For more information, call 
(734) 414-7654. 

Reunion time 
Plymouth Canton and Salem 

Class of 1994 is hosting its 15-
year reunion 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Friday, Nov. 27 at the Novi 
Sheraton, 21111 Haggerty in 
Novi. 

Cost is $50. Details can be 
found and tickets purchased at 
www.pcepi994.com 

For more information, con­
tact Julie Burkett (Orleman) 
via e-mail at julieburkett@ 
hotmail.com or call (734) 674-
3478. 

Entertainment books 
The Beckridge Chorale is 

selling the 2010 Entertainment 
Book to support its vocal schol­
arship program. The book 
contains hundreds of 2-for-l 
and 50-percent discounts at 
airlines, restaurants, hotels, car 
rentals, movie rentals, theater 
and sports events, and much 
more. 

Retail cost6 is $35; your cost 
is $20. Save money and support 
the BeckRidge Chorale. 

Call (734) 459-6829 to order. 
Books will be delivered in the 
Plymouth area upon request. 
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VETERANS 
FROM PAGE A1 

He hasn't held a job, and 
a brief marriage — he was 
married at the time he was 
wounded — ended in divorce. 
"It didn't work," he said. 

Wilkerson reflected on how 
he's coped for the last 40-some 
years. 

"It was hell. I don't know 
how I did it," he said. "The only 
thing I can say is God was with 
me." 

Wilkerson had joined the 
Army with the hope of becom­
ing a drill sergeant. 

"I would've made it, too," he 
said. 

'HELL' 
Olson's road from combat, 

which had left him with shrap­
nel wounds in various parts of 
his body, was much different. 

He reported no particular 
problems readjusting to civil­
ian life. "I felt good," he said. 

Olson, who grew up in 
Wyandotte, married, divorced, 
remarried, became a widower 
and married again. He worked 
at a Wyandotte chemical plant 
and later in construction, he 
said. 

Now 82 — he was only 17 on 
D-Day — he's raised children 
and he and his wife, Joy, live in 
Southgate. 

Olson is a patient at the V.A. 
hospital in Ann Arbor, where 
he recently had knee-replace­
ment surgery on his left leg. 
He's got two or three weeks left 
in his hospital stay, he said. 

Olson said he volunteered 
for the Army. "My dad didn't 
want me to go," he said. 

Asked why he volunteered, 
he says he doesn't know. All his 
friends were volunteering and 
it seemed like the thing to do, 
he added. 

He had just three weeks of 
basic training at Ft. Knox, Ky. 
— where Wilkerson also had 

basic — before being put on 
a troop ship, he said. "They I 
needed the men over there," he ; 
said. 

Olson participated in the D- I 
Day invasion, then in the fierce ! 
combat in ancient Normandy •• 
hedgerows as the Allies fought !• 
to expand their foothold on the ! 
continent. 

"The Germans were picking 
us off and everything else," he 
said. ; 

The hedges were so thick, ' 
Olson said, that even tanks i 
couldn't penetrate them until ; 
infantrymen began welding ; 
giant cutting tools onto the ; 
front of them. 

"We had airplanes buzzing 
us and everything else," he 
said. 

Asked to describe the expe- | 
rience, Olson paused. "Hell. 
Hell," he says. 

He was wounded by artillery 
shrapnel several times, and. 
said he still carries it in his 
body. He shows a mark on his 
forehead. 

"They'd put a Band-aid on 
it and it was all right," he said. 
"You'd lay around for maybe a 
day or so and go back again." 

But the cumulative effect 
of the wounds, he said, along 
with the winding-down of the 
war, got him a ticket home. 
Olson said he was on a trans­
port ship when victory in 
Europe was declared. 

Olson has a theory about 
why the Vietnam veterans 
seemed to have a harder time 
coping back in civilian life 
than the veterans of his war. . 

Vietnam was a jungle war, 
he said, and a guerilla war, 
one in which the enemy wasn't 
always apparent or dressed 
in uniform. And the drugs 
prevalent in the Vietnam era 
messed with soldiers' minds, 
he said. 

"They had a different war 
than we did," Olson said. 

mjachman@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2405 ; 

Pre-Hollday Sale! 
Avoid The Rush, Shop Early & Save! 

SAVE 10"40% ON 1000S OF TOYS 
Dolls & Activities! 

Ends 11/25/09 

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop 3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 
248-543-3115 Mon-Wed, 10-5:30, Thu10-8:30, Fri& Sat 10-5:30, Sun 124 www.dollhospital.com 

mverse Title Sponsor 

n&m a pare ei 

» 
9 

and supporting Corporate Sponsors for 
JLS Garden City Hospital's 

18th Annual Fall Fundraiser a success. 

——• • COF^OIYf t f i 3 & 0 f f ${*}§*$ ••— 

rommtmmr>w*i> 

JO 
MIDWEST CARDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES, P.C. 

S fl^RK flN^*^ 

INDEPENDENT EMERGENCY PHYSICIANS 

^M$8____ffi__, nggggggggK jgjg J K Wk jHF 

T-JBjJj-iiilMmp ^ ^ 0 ^ 2 5 ^ llM&r Jagg, mjlm 

SOAVE ENTERPRISES 
Lv L* Ox 

c m i p k ^ J r ^ ^ LLC 
"Living Life To The Fullest" 

http://hometownlife.com
mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://www.pcmb.net/artcraft
http://www.pcepi994.com
http://hotmail.com
mailto:mjachman@hometownlife.com
http://www.dollhospital.com


online at hometownlife.com LOCAL NEWS Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, November 15,2009 (P) A3 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Kathleen Kasperek-Korelis, project leader for the Center for Advanced Medicine and Surgery, talks about the new 
operating rooms where equipment is suspended from the ceiling, eliminating cables and carts on the floor. 

St. Joseph Mercy to open 
iis v4J million invGstmGni 

BYDARRELLCLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

St. Joseph Mercy Health 
System has confirmed it 
will open its new Center for 
Advanced Medicine and Surgery 
in December after investing $43 
million in its township facility 
near Canton Center and Palmer 
roads in Canton. 

Health officials say the 
53,000-square-foot, two-story 
addition makes St. Joseph the 
largest health care provider 
in Canton and marks the first 
time a facility in southeast 
Michigan will offer cancer 
patients a radiation therapy 
using RapidArc technology, a 
state-of-the-art, tumor-fight­
ing system that improves pre­
cision and speed. 

"We are thrilled to bring 
advanced and life-changing 
technologies to the Canton 
area," said Kathy Kasperek-
Korelis, St. Joseph director of 
oncology and project leader for 
the twofold cancer-treatment 
aiid outpatient-surgery facility 
at 1600 S. Canton Center Road. 

The new addition marks 
a vast expansion of an 

85,000-square-foot facil­
ity that opened 11 years ago, 
and health officials plan to 
celebrate with an open house 
2-4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 22, just 
weeks before the center will 
start accepting cancer patients 
in early to mid-December. The 
surgery area is expected to 
open in late spring. 

"We're very excited to 
show this to the community," 
Kasperek-Korelis said. 

From the moment a visitor 
steps inside the main lobby, it 
becomes clear St. Joseph chose 
a design intended to create a 
relaxing, healing environment 
for patients, both on the first-
floor cancer center and the 
second-story outpatient sur­
gery and procedure area. 

The decor includes soft colors, 
soothing artwork, an outdoor 
"healing garden," private chemo­
therapy infusion bays, flat-screen 
televisions and an American 
Cancer Society resource office, 
among other amenities. Three 
surgical suites — and space for 
a fourth — are spacious and 
designed with no electrical cords 
on the floor, providing a distrac­
tion-free environment for medi­

cal providers. 
"We have created a healing 

environment within a high-
tech building," Kasperek-
Korelis said. 

Moreover, St. Joseph offi­
cials say the new facility will 
provide top-tier care close to 
home for patients who live in 
or near Canton. 

"The Center for Advanced 
Medicine and Surgery will 
allow people in Canton and 
surrounding communities to 
receive advanced care right 
in their own back yards," said 
Rob Casalou, president and 
CEO of St. Joseph hospitals 
in Ann Arbor, Saline and 
Livingston County. "At St. 
Joe's, we are dedicated to heal­
ing body, mind and spirit; (the 
new center) goes a long way to 
support our mission." 

Health officials say the new 
center will complement an 
existing facility that offers 
primary and specialty care 
physician services; St. Joseph's 
busiest urgent care center; 
clinical lab; radiology; physical 
rehabilitation services; and an 
interactive health education 
center popular among children. 
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Karl's comedy night hosted by Plymouth native 
BYMATTJACHMAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

It'll be The Two Joeys, plus 
Don, at the next Komedy at 
Karl's Cabin event next week­
end. 

Plymouth native Joey 
Bielaska, the founder of the 
local Joey's Comedy Clubs, will 
host the quarterly Komedy at 
Karl's on Friday and Saturday. 
Dinner starts at 8:30 p.m., the 
show at 9:30 p.m. 

Joey Kola, a New York native 
who's been doing standup for 
28 years and is a regular on 
The Martha Stewart Show, 
is the headliner, with Don 
Tersigni a special guest. 

Kola, reached Friday 
— while shopping for shirts at 
Macy's — said an ironic, high-
energy look at family life is his 
specialty. Call him the Lewis 
Black of domestic, instead of 
political, situations, he said. 

"I just talk about how the 
American Dream has changed 
with my life," said Kola, who 
is married with two teenage 

Joey Kola headlines standup night at 
Karl's Cabin. 

children. 
Asked to explain, he said 

that while growing up, his 
father was the king of his 
castle. 

Now, "I'm just the lowly 
court jester," he said. 

While he loves the empow­
ered status of women, he said, 
"It's just not like our parents 
had it." 

"I can't wait to come back to 
Michigan," said Kola, who has 
worked before with Bielaska. 
Kola on Monday is taping a 
segment for Dick Purtan's 
show on radio station WOMC; 
he expects it to air on Tuesday. 

Bielaski, who founded 
Joey's (he is no longer in the 
club business, though he sold 
the Joey's name to a club in 
Livonia), is a captain for Spirit 
Airlines. He notes that he both 
took his first flying lesson and 
first got into standup, dur­
ing an amateur night at Mark 
Ridley's Comedy Castle (the 
standup, not the flying), 30 
years ago this fall. 

"It's kind of fun. I get to fly 
around the country and make 
my observations" and bring 
them to the stage, Bielaska 
said. 

He paid tribute to the 
Detroit television comedian 
Soupy Sales, who died recently. 
He was a mentor, Bielaska 
said. 

"He taught me everything I 
think I know today," he said. "He 
was quite the showman, and boy 
did I learn a lot from him." 

Karl's Cabin is at 6005 Gotfredson 
Road, south of North Territorial, Salem 
Township. Call (734) 455-8450 for tick­
ets ($15 each) and dinner reservations. 
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« Personal trainers for faster results 

«Comfortable, friendly environment 
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Canton Township 
4011 S.Canton Center Road. 

734-398-7627 

Cmll Now..NO DUES UNTIL 

Hurry, offer valid for first 50 new customers. * s « » U i if#" 
Offer expires November 30, 2009 ^ v 

Limit 1 per household No cash value Access card fee, other fees and some restrictions may apply Valid 
only for local residents on first visit at participating clubs ©2009 Snap Fitness Inc 

Join with a Friend or Spouse 

i ^m '.vwkfW 

Limit 1 per household No cash value Access card fee, other fees and some restrictions may apply Valid 
only for local residents on first visit at participating clubs ©2009 Snap Fitness Inc 

Buy 5 Personal Training Sessions 
Plymouth 

521 Ann Arbor Road 
734-207-2000 

%%m tp* mm Ht 
Half hour sessions are available. 

*, ig?py$pF"tj t 
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Limit 1 per nousehold No cash value Access card fee, other fees and some restrictions may apply Valid « 
only for local residents on first visit at participating clubs ©2009 Snap Fitness Inc f 

•Only available at Canton location 

#% dr l IP! DlU 
Gold,Platinum, Diamond & Jewelry Buying Event 

Turn your assets into Cash 

Cash In your unneeded & unwanted Gold, Platinum, 
New, Old and Estate Jewelry, small or large 

Up to 80% of Gold Value from a name you can Trust! 
We've been paying the highest prices for decades! 

Daily, Monday through Saturday, from 11am to 5pm 
or in home appointments available ~ call for information 

Location: 17 Kercheval Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms 

in the lobby of the Punch & Judy Theatre Building-Free Parking Across the Street 
just 30 minutes from most anywhere in the Detroit Metro Area-Easy to Reach 

Bring your estate jewelry including diamond 
rings, large and small, period jewelry including 

Art Deco, Retro, Victorian, Antique, etc. 

Weed a private appointment 

at our office 

or an in home appointment please 

call to set up 

a confidential meeting 

(800)475-8898 

Also buying select 

paintings, artwork 

sculpture, art glass 

porcelain and 

Russian silver objects 
Not sure if your gold, platinum, gems or jewelry 

are valuable? Come by for a free evaluation 

Safe - Secure - Private - Trustworthy 

Immediate Cash Payment ~ Up to 80% 
A Name you can trust! 

Buying Gold & Platinum Jewelry, Broken Jeweliy, Unused mountings, Estate Jewelry, Signed Jewelry 

For More Information Please Call (800) 475-GEMS (4367) or (313)884-4800 

tlit j*nrnttr, &£f4j% j-«fl».f, 

JOSEPH DaMOUCHBUE 

c 
17 Kercheval Avenue ~ Punch & Judy Building Main Lobby ~ Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml. 48236 

Telephone (800) 475-GEMS (4367) ~ or (313) 884-4800 ~ Fax (313) 884-7662 
Map On Line at: www.josephdumouchelle.com ~ E-mail: info@josephdumouchelle.com 

OE08680763 
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Pick mortgage carefully, don't let house own you 
Q: Dear Rick: My wife and 

I have lived in an apartment 
for the past few years and 
have decided to buy a home. 
Our original plan was to 
begin looking for a house in 
February or March. In one 
of your past columns, you 
wrote about the tax credit 
for first-time homebuyers, 
which we are. Your article 
said that the tax credit 
expired Nov. 30, 2009. Is it 
possible to get an extension 
and do you physically have 
to take control of the house 
before Nov. 30 or can you 
sign a purchase agreement 
by that date and close later? 

A: President Barack Obama 
signed a bill Nov. 6 extending 
the federal tax credit for first-
time homebuyer. You must enter 
into a purchase agreement by 
April 30,2010, close and take 
possession by June 30,2010. 

The first issue is to make 
sure you qualify for the credit. 
To qualify you must be a first-
time homebuyer. A first-time 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

homebuyer is 
someone who 
has not owned 
a primary 
residence in 
the last three 
years. The fact 
that you've 
been renting 
and haven't 
owned a home 
means you 
meet this test. 

In addition, there is an 
income limit. To qualify for 
the full credit, for purchases 
after Nov. 6,2009, your 
adjusted gross income, if you 
are married, must be less than 
$225,000. For a single individu­
al, the income limit is $125,000. 

The credit is 10 percent 
of the purchase price, up 
to a maximum of $8,000. 
Therefore, if you bought a 
home for $100,000 and you 
meet the income test, you 
would qualify for an $8,000 
credit. At the end of the year, 
if you did not owe money in 

taxes, the government would 
send you a check for the 
amount of the credit. 

Under the new law, the 
price of a home cannot exceed 
$800,000. There was no price 
limit under the old law. 

The new law also provides 
that current homeowners may 
purchase another home to live 
in and also receive a credit. If a 
person has owned the current 
home for at least five years as 
the primary residence, a $6,500 
tax credit is available. The 
credit is 10 percent of the pur­
chase price, up to a maximum 
of $6,500 in this instance. 

The first-time homebuyer's 
credit is certainly an incentive for 
many people to purchase homes. 
For those wHo have not already 
found a house and started the 
mortgage process, with the exten­
sion of the law, you now have 
additional time to find a home. 

Another benefit of the new . 
law is to get the credit (or 
income tax refund) in the 
homeowner's possession as 

FREE PI CM- 0 P AN D D R O P O F F 
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lifetime warranty m brake pads. 
Includes disk or drum brakes. One coupon per customer. Present at 

time of vehicle drop oft. Not valid with any other offer or coupon. 
I VALID AT THIS LOCATION ONLY. EXPIRES 12-31-09. I 

[¥iiESH@0K & snO?liisFEOTioir] 
iBrm EF^M-lii ISS|aaiit i 
I with shock & strut replacement I 

I Ufegtne waifanty GO shocks &. struts, i One coupon per customer. Present at time of vehicle drop off. 
> Not valid with any other offer or coupon. • 
I VALID AT THIS LOCATION ONLY. EXPIRES 12-31-09. I 

LIGHT ON? 
§ Restrictions and additional charges may apply to determine the cost of | 

B major repairs. One coupon per customer. Present at time of vehicle drop • 

off. Not valid with any other offer or coupon. 1 
| VALID AT THIS LOCATION ONLY. EXPIRES 12-31-09. I 

Pl^ntciiittt 
(Behind Greko Printing) 

~ Ctteclc Engine Light On? 
-» transmission Problems? 
~ Low Fluid Levels? 
~ Brake Noise? 
j ¥ ^ & p M & T f l f . ~ / f o } Mjl f fiv h'ffrl?lf?'l L . VALID ATTHIS LOCATION ONLY. EXPIRES 12-31-09. | l 

i &}rhyfy7 fiUn^i i 

| UP TO $200 OFF || 
I One coupon per customer. Present at time of vehicle drop off. Not valid I ] 

with any other offer or coupon. • i 

COOLIIIG SYSTEMS, ALTERNATORS, OIL/FLUID CHANGES & MORE 

FREE PICK-UP AND DROP OFF 

soon as possible. If you pur­
chase a home prior to the April 
30,2010, (and close by June 30, 
2010) deadline you may treat it 
as purchased in 2009. The pur­
pose of this is to report the pur­
chase on your 2009 income tax 
return (or amended tax return 
for 2009 if purchased after 
filing your income tax return) 
even if you purchased the home 
in 2010. By treating it in this 
way you will receive the credit 
sooner. Otherwise, you would 
have to file your 2010 income 
tax return in 2011. 

I strongly recommend that 
any prospective buyer take 
time and select a mortgage 
that fits his/her individual sit­
uation and not one that makes 
the mortgage company happy. 

Make sure you own the 
house and that the house 
doesn't own you. 

Good luck! 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
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« considering : 
: a Remodeling or « 
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I Project? ; 
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If so, email 
or calf far 
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d|mallese@gniail.com 
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Residents are invited to 
Community Conversation 

The Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers and the Canton 
Community Foundation 
are joining with the Center 
for Michigan to host a 
Community Conversation 
- a bottom-up, common-
ground citizen agenda for 
Michigan's transformation 
and future prosperity. 

The community conver­
sation is scheduled from 
7-9 p.m. Monday, Nov. 16 
in The Canton Community 
Foundation Office, 50430 
School House Road, Suite 
200. The foundation offices 
are located in the Canton 
Human Services Building 
at the corner of Ridge and 
Cherry Hill roads. 

The session is limited to 25 
participants. To register, call 
the foundation office at (734) 
495-1200 or e-mail info@ 
cantonfoundation.org or 
srosiek@hometownlife.com. 

The Center is working 
on Michigan's Defining 
Moment project, which 
is seeking to engage 
10,000 state residents in a 
three-year period to par­
ticipate in the Community 
Conversation. 

Participants will use 
interactive polling devices 
to record their opinions on 
issues such as the economy, 
education and good strat­
egies for government. 

Trained facilitators will 
conduct the conversations 
and written materials will 
guide the conversations. 
Videos and an interactive. 
"Michigan Game," an ice­
breaker helps participants 
become engaged in the dis­
cussion process. 

The Center for Michigan 
is a bipartisan, centrist 
think-and-do tank that 
is sponsoring Michigan's 
Defining Moment (MDM), 
a public engagement cam­
paign designed to link 
Michigan citizens with the 
public policy choices that 
face our state. 

"Citizen voices are even 
more important as Michigan 
braces for the most seri­
ous economic and political 
challenge of our times," said 
Philip Power, president of 
The Center for Michigan. 

"In 2010, all of Michigan's 
the top elected positions 
and many of the seats in 
the Legislature will change 
hands due to term limits. 
MDM doesn't seek to elect 
candidates of any particular 
party. Instead, we work to 
heighten citizen dialogue 
and build a pragmatic, 
solutions-oriented agenda 
for the state's future - with 
action items that can be 
taken up by Democrats and 
Republicans alike." 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

To all residents and other interested parties: 
Agenda's and Minute's for the Charter Township of Plymouth Board of 
Trustees Meetings scheduled for July 21, August 18, September 8 & 
22, October 13 & 27, November 17, and December 15, 2009 are 
available for review under the Reference Desk Page of the Township 
Website: www.plymouthtwp.org . 

Agendas and minutes are also posted in the Clerk's Office at 
Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, for 
public perusal. 

Joe Bridgman, CMC 
Clerk 

Publish: October 11 & 25 & November 15 & December 13, 2009 
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Plan ahead for this holiday season and get the 
cash you need now from Community Alliance 
Credit Union. 

1^^^1^^¾¾^¾¾ 

COMMUNITY A L L I A N C E 
EST. 1966 CREDIT UNION 

Nbur Guide To Financial Success 

$1,000 - 12 months = $ 88.21* 

$2,500 - 24 months = $115.57 

$5,000 - 48 months = $12724* I 

A m turn* m m 

pply Today! 
* Call or stop by the Credit Union 
* Apply online at communityaIliancecu.org 
* Call our 24/7 Loan Center at 866.398,6660 

Dearborn Office Livonia Branch 
(Located just inside North entrance (AtNewbwgh) • 
of AAA Headquarters BldgJ,., " 37491 Plymouth Road. 

1 Auto Club Drive. Livonia, .Ml 4S1SQ../,. 
Dearborn, Ml 48.126 * 734,464:8078- *"'*;' / ; ; t 
-313.336.1534 • •- " • " ; ..:^/^4^^ 
800,2870046 • '•• . . ^ ^ - / ¾ 7 ¾ ¾ > 
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Livonia ' 
communityalliancecu.org 

*APR = Annua! Percentage Ram.. l^^sed-m^l^^i^^^^^J^ m^^^'&f^^.i^rf^t^m^^i''4ir^ h/&'<-* 
amount of loan. L&an cannot freu$®dla-m'fmmM4>!&rJtm£mM WtiWaW&hci id •-*''/;'--•«:! 
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Student 'inspired' by 
D.C. leadership forum 

Gwendolyn Carey, a sixth-
grader at Discovery Middle 
School, recently returned from 
Washington, D.C, where she 
attended a People to People 
World Leadership Forum. 

Carey, along with fellow del­
egates from around the world, 
toured government and his­
toric sites throughout the D.C. 
area, learned about interna­
tional diplomacy while dining 
at the Ethiopian Embassy, and 
developed an understanding of 
our nation's history during vis­
its to Jamestown Settlement 
and Colonial Williamsburg. 

The delegates also learned 
about the inner workings of 
the U.S. government while 
exploring Capitol Hill, the 
Supreme Court, Library of 
Congress, and other sites on 
the Hill, and enjoyed a per­
sonal presentation about tools 
and techniques for personal 
success by Sean Covey, author 
of The 7 Habits of Highly 
Effective Teens. 

One of the highlights for 
Carey was having the oppor­
tunity to meet and talk with a 
Vietnam Veteran who was at 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
wall when the delegates visited. 
Throughout the course of the 
program in Washington, D.C,, 
Carey learned about leadership 
and how great leaders through­

out history have handled world 
events. Various hands-on 
activities, professional speakers, 
workshops, and visits to signifi­
cant memorials, museums, and 
monuments gave Carey a new 
perspective on the importance 
and essential need for informed, 
passionate world leaders. 

"I learned about the impor­
tance of setting personal goals 
and working hard to achieve 
them," Carey said. "It made 
me think about how world 
events affect all of us, and how 
it's important to understand 
what's going on in the world 
today so we can get involved 
and affect the future. And 
learning about our country's 
history really made me proud 
to live in the United States." 

The People to People World 
Leadership Forum offers 
students a unique blend of 
specialized educational, lead­
ership, and cultural exposure 
through a variety of programs, 
as well as an itinerary filled 
with the highlights of the host­
ing community. 

While in D.C., Carey formed 
many lasting friendships with 
other Student Leaders from 
around the world. Participants 
in these programs often expe­
rience life-changing shifts in 
their attitudes toward indi­
vidual and shared responsi­
bilities, global leadership, and 
appreciation of cultural diver­
sity, while they also return 

Caruso Johnson 

home with enhanced skills and 
self-confidence. 

Dinner and song 
Former Canton resident and 

mezzo Soprano Andrea Caruso 
and soprano Kojelyte Johnson 
headline an evening of dinner-
and-song, "The Sopranos," 6 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 6, at Amantea 
Restaurant in Garden City. 

The evening also features 
accordion players Andrew 
Caruso and John Shallock, 
Bass player John Dana and 
pianist Ron Gould. 

Cost is $25, and the Italian 
family style dinner includes 
pasta, chicken, meatballs, 
green beans, salad, bread-
sticks, coffee, tea or pop and 
dessert. Limited seating is 
available; tickets are available 
in advance only. 

Amantea is located at 32777 
W Warren Road in Garden 
City. For more information, 
call (734) 629-3512. 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3,2009 
6:00 P.M. 

PLEASE NOTE that the Zoning Board of Appeals will hold its 
Regular Meeting on Thursday, December 3, 2009 commencing at 
6:00 p.m., to consider: 

Application #1469, 47765 Halyard, Brembo Brakes: The 
applicant is requesting two variances and is in a TAR 
zoning district and has over 200 feet of road frontage. 
They are proposing (1) monument sign that will be 
twelve feet and five inches (12.5) in overall height. The 
base will meet the 30 inch requirement for snow 
accumulation and then the letters and white space will 
equal ten (10) feet for an overall height of twelve feet and 
5 inches (12.5). The applicant is asking for a thirty inch 
(30") variance in maximum height. 

They are also asking for a variance in materials from 
masonry to aluminum for the base of the sign per Figure 
4 of the packet. 

The meeting will be held at Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N. 
Haggerty Road in the Town Hall Meeting Room. 

For further information contact Plymouth Township Building 
Department 734 354-3210. 

Publish: November 15, 2009 
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CANTON CINEMA 
Ticket Kiosk & Tickets Online 

734-844-3456 
Ford Rd. JJALITY 

THEATERS »'M«HJ.»IJ.I,.I 
1 Mile West of IKEA 

DETROIT'S BEST 

MOVIE DEAL 
*4.50 to$5.25 
ALL SEATS 

EXCEPT ADULT EVENING not valid for Fathom Events or Digital 3D 
ALL LOUNGER SEATS ALL DIGITAL SOUND 

ALL STADIUM SEATING 

SHOWTIMES 11/13-11/19 ©No passes 

WIZARD OF 0Z METROPOLITAN 
70TH ANNIVERSARY OPERA: TURANDOT 
ENCORE TUE. 11/17 ENCORE WED. 11/18 

6:30 PM 6:30 PM 

O THE FOURTH KIND (PG-13) 11:30,2:10, 
4:30, 6:45, 9:05 FRI/SAT LS 11:20 
© DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL (PG) 
11:10,1:25,3:45,6:15,8:45 
FRI/SAT LS 11:00 
© 3D DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL (PG) 
12:00,2:15,4:40,7:00,9:15 
FRI/SAT LS 11:30 
©THE DOX (PG-13) 11:25,2:00,4:35,7:10,9:50 
© THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS (R) 
12:50,3:05,5:15,7:25,9:35 
FRI/SAT LS 11:45 
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY (R) 12:40,2:50 
5:00, 7:35, 9:40 FRI/SAT LS 11:40 
COUPLES RETREAT (PG 13) 
FRI-MON 11:15,1:45, 4:15, 6:55, 9:25 
FRI/SAT LS 11:50 
TUE/WED 11:15,1:45 TH 11:15,1:45, 4:15 

M O V T E ~ N 
^GIFT C A R D S 

available at the box office 

*bonus Sl.OO 
for every $10.00 t gift card^/ U 

And a WHOLE LOT MORE GREAT GIFTS 

Showroom of Elegance has the largest selection 
of fine jewelry in the Plymouth-Canton area. 

Wish Lists * Custom Design * Free Gift Wrapping 

Everion Diamond Knot Collection 

The Strength of Love Forged in a Knot 

Earrings, Pendants, Bracelets & Rings 

Starting at just $149. Holiday Hours 

Begin Dec 8th 
fVlor̂ Sat: 9:30-8:00 

Sun: Noorv5;G0 

6018 Canton Center Rd. 
Canton, Mi 48187 

Pi 734.207.1906 

SHOWROOM OF 

'eaamee 
/ / FfNE JEWELRY 

Canton Rotary Benefit Week 

November 17-21 
Store Hours; 

Tues.-Fii 9:30-6:00 
Sat 9:30-4:00 

Closed Sun. & Mon. 

showroomofelegance, com 

Do you hove Gold, 
Silver of Plolf num? 
Sell it at Showroom of Elegance 
during benefit week, and we will 
donate 20% of OUR PROCEEDS to 
the Canton Rotary Club. 

Please be sure to bring in this ad- or tell us that your sale is for the Canton Rotary Club 
so that we may make the proper donation. 

6018 Canton Center Rd. 
Canton, Ml 48187 

l>: 734.207.1906 
Thank you for Supporting 
the Canton Rotary Club, 
www. cantonrotaty. corn 

Discovery Middle School student Gwendolyn Carey and a delegation of students from around the country converged 
on Washington, D.C, for a People to People World Leadership forum. 
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As Low As 
Whole House 

Re-Piping 
or 

20% OFF 
Senrice Cad 

With this coupon 
Expires 12-8-09 

Over 30 Years 
Experience 

Master Plumber 
License 

#81-09508 

HEALTH SYSTEM 

A M&m&m of Trinity Health 

'-?•* 

http://hometownlife.com
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DUCATION 
Students big winners 
in fire poster contest 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

As smiling parents 
looked on and snapped pic­
tures, six Plymouth-Canton 
area students Tuesday 
celebrated a crowning 
achievement of their fire-
prevention education by 
capturing top honors in a 
poster contest. 

The upbeat ceremony 
inside Canton Township's 
administration build­
ing culminated earlier 
efforts by the Canton Fire 
Department to visit local 
classrooms and teach chil­
dren fire-safety lessons 
they can take home to their 
parents. 

"If we can prevent fires, 
we can also prevent the 
injuries and loss that go 
along with that," Canton 
Fire Marshal Frank Barrett 
told the crowd. 

Poster contest winners 
stood out among hundreds 
of students who earlier 
this year entered a Fire 
Prevention Week competi­
tion sponsored by the fire 
department and the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Walker-Winter 
Elementary third-grader 
Carlie Borre took first 
place in grades one 
through three, followed 
by second-place winner 
Isabella DiCicco, also of 
Walker-Winter, and third-
place finisher Pranav 

Poster contest winners (from left) were Carlie Borre, Pranav Movva, 
Noma Farooqui, Isabella DiCicco, Claire Bergin and Lydia Chapel. 

Movva of Achieve Charter 
Academy. 

"I was pretty excited," 
Carlie, 8, said, saying she 
had learned from firefight­
ers the importance of hav­
ing fire extinguishers and 
smoke alarms in the home 
— and how to safely get out 
of a burning building. 

Plymouth Christian 
Academy fifth-grader 
Lydia Chapel captured 
first place among students 
in grades four through 
six, followed by second-
place winner Claire Bergin 
of Tonda Elementary 
and third-place finisher 
Noma Farooqui of Canton 

Charter Academy. 
"It felt really good (to 

win)," Lydia said, saying 
one of her close friends won 
last year's contest and the 
two of them had joked that 
maybe Lydia would follow 
suit. 

Like Carlie, Lydia said 
she learned valuable fire-
safety lessons in her class­
room. 

All six poster contest 
winners received a $50 
savings bond from local 
sponsors Admiral Cruise & 
Tour Center and National 
City Bank. 

dclem@hometownlife.com I (313)222-2238 
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*$100 deposit or 2% interest rate available for new personal checking account customers only (no existing Ragstar checking account). To qualify, open a new personal checking 
account with a minimum deposit of $50 and set up an automatic, recurring direct deposit of income of at least $250 per momh, excluding Interest deposits. Direct deposit must 
be established withsi the first 60 days of account opening. $103 ixmu. wilt be deposited into your account within 30 days aterth. first recurring direct deposit takes place. All 
accounts must remain open and active for a minimum of six months. W checking account Is dosed within the first six months, flagstar reserves the right to reclaim the $100 
deposit and interest bonus. 2% interest rate is accurate as of 11/11/2)09 and is guaranteed for 12 months after account opening. Maximum deposit is $100,006. Funds may not 
cramiy be on deposit with flagstar Sank. Offer good only when opening a Bagstar interest-bearing checking account. Account fees could reduce earnings. Direct deposit must 

Hulsing fifth-graders get visit 
from a Pulitzer Prize winner 

BY MAGGIE WUNDERLICH 

CORRESPONDENT 

Excitement is building up for 
fifth-graders at Hulsing and 
Farrand Elementary Schools, 
who get a rare visit from 
Pulitzer Prize-winning compos­
er, Joseph Schwantner Nov. 20. 

The renowned American 
composer will lead educational 
workshops as part of the Ford 
Made in America program. 
The fifth graders can't wait to 
hear, firsthand, about his new 
work, Chasing Light 

Chasing Light is based on an 
original poem by the composer 
and inspired by a winter sun­
rise right outside his home in 
the southern New Hampshire 
hills. According to National 
Public Radio, Schwantner said 
it was a challenging piece and 
took eight months to compose. 

Chasing Light will make 
its Michigan premiere at the 
"Chasing Lincoln" concert on 
November 21, at 7:30 p.m. It will 
be performed by the Plymouth 
Canton Symphony Orchestra, 
as led by Music Director and 
Conductor, Nan Washburn. 

This Americana concert will 
honor the Lincoln Bicentennial 
and will perform Copland's 
"Lincoln Portrait", along with 
narrator, Narendra Sheth. 
Other pieces include: Paine's 
"As you Like it Overture"; 
Gershwin's "An American in 
Paris Suite"; and Ellington's "It 
Don't Mean a Thing." 

During the workshop, the 
fifth-graders hope to learn 
how Schwantner composed the 
music for Chasing Light. 

According to Hulsing 
Elementary School's music 
teacher, Lawrene Rocheleau, the 
fifth-graders are also compos­
ing music, based on their own 
poems, and hope to present it to 
Schwantner during the workshop. 

To prepare for this, the stu­
dents were instructed on writ­
ing Haiku poetry, which origi-

Rebekah Carnes worked hard and still kept a smile on her face. 

Hulsing student Cannon Mishenko looks over his paper. 

nated in Japanese culture. As 
the students wrote the Haiku 
poems in their classrooms, one 
enthusiastic boy was overheard 
saying, "I didn't realize I had 
poem writing in me." 

Once the Haiku poems 
were completed, four were 
selected from each class and 
the students were taught how 
to compose music for each one. 
Rocheleau, who's known many 
of these fifth-graders since 
kindergarten, taught them the 
pentatonic scale, which uses 
five notes. She said she "loves 
to see students grow in their 
excitement over writing and 
music composition." 

The students are currently 
working on the last steps, which 
are to play and record their new 
compositions. They will sing, play 
the piano or use basic unpitched 
instruments such as drums, bells, 
chimes or egg shakers. 

The "Chasing Lincoln" con­
cert will be performed at the 
Village Theatre at Cherry Hill 
in Canton. Admission is $25 
for adults; $20 for seniors; 
$10 for students. Tickets may 
be purchased at the Plymouth 
Community Arts Center, 774 
N. Sheldon in Plymouth, or at 
www.plymouthsymphony.org 

For more information, con­
tact (734) 451-2112. 

The 2009 Schoolcraft CoUeqt CuUtuwy Ex$raMaqaMza,f ceie^rajtma the pleaMwez 

of ike palate and ike culimry talent of Metro Detroit, WM A great success. We 

extend a, spetiat thanks to ike MlowUig for theirgenerosity in donating their 

services & 'products. We itwiteyou to visit them throughout ike comma year! 

SCHOOI.CRA.TCOU1CT « . M t . t / * 

FOUNDATION 

5ive Restaurant 
The Inn at St Johns 
44045 5 Mile Rd. 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-414-0600 
www. theinnatstjohns. com 

American Harvest at 
Schoolcraft College 

18600 HaggertyRd. 
Livonia, MI 48152-2696 
734-462-4488 
www.schoolcrafi. edulharvest 

Andiamo 
7096 E. 14 Mile Rd. 
Warren, MI 48092-1285 
586-268-3200 
www. andiamoitalia. com/warren 

Armitage Catering/ 
Finnish Cultural Center 

40390 Guilford Rd. 
Novi, MI 48375 
248-477-4981 
Cadillac Coffee Company 
1801 Michael St. 
Madison Heights, MI 48071 
800-438-6900 

Galaxy Wine Distributors 
29500 6 Mile Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48152 
734-425-2990 
Gnarly Head Winery 
12001 S.Hwy 99 
Manteca, CA 95336 
209-824-3600 
www. dfvwines. com 
Great Lakes Wine & Spirits 
3101GulIeySte. 1 
Dearborn MI 48124 
313-278-5400 

Great Oaks Country Club 
777 Great Oaks Blvd. 
Rochester, MI 48307 
248-651-5200 

$100. Offer not good in conjunction with any other coupons or checking account offers. Some restrictions apply. Limit one $100 deposit or 2% interest rate offer per customer per 
tge 
alts 

cava 
Bay Harbour Village 
Bay Harbor, MI 49770 
231-439-2282 
Central Distributors 
28100 Gorsuch Ave. 
Romulus, MI 48174 
734-946-6200 

Chandlers A Restaurant 
215½ Howard St. 
Petoskey, MI 49770 
231-347-2981 
www. lakeandhoward. com 

Cinco Lagos 
424 N. Main 
Milford, MI 48381 
248-684-7455 
www. cincolagos. com 
Claddagh Irish Pub 
17800 Haggerty Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48152 
734-542-8141 
www. claddaghirishpub. com 

Coffee Express Co. 
47722 Clipper St. 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-459-4900 
www. coffeeexpressco. com 

Cornerstone Wine 
Distributors 

Elite Catering Company 
33610 7 Mile Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48152 
248-476-3080 
www. elitecateringcompany. com 

Forest Grill 
735 Forest Ave. 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
248-258-9400 
www. theforestgrill. com 

Henry's Food Court 
at Schoolcraft College 

18600 HaggertyRd. 
Livonia, MI 48152-2696 
734-462-4400 x5057 
www.schoolcraft.edu/henrys 

Holiday Market 
1203 S. Main St. 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 
248-541-1414 
www. holiday-market, com 

Hotel Baronette 
27790 Novi Rd. 
Novi, MI 48377 
248-349-7800 
www. hotelbaronette. com 
International & 

American Cuisine— 
Culinary Arts at 
Schoolcraft College 

18600 HaggertyRd. 
Livonia, MI 48152-2696 
734-462-4488 
www. schoolcrafi. edulharvest 

L. Mawby Vineyards 
4519 S. Elm Valley Rd. 
Suttons Bay, MI 49682 
231-271-3522 
www, Imawby. com 

McCormick Distilling Co. 
16234 Pine Ridge Dr. N. 
Fraser, MI 48026 
586-296-4845 
MGM Grand Detroit 
1777 Third St. 
Detroit, MI 48226 
313-465-1742 
www. mgmgranddetroit. com 

Michigan Grape and 
Wine Industry Council 

PO Box 30017 
Lansing, MI 48909 
517-373-9789 
www. michitanwines. com 

Mitchell's Fish Market 
17600 Haggerty Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48152 
734-464-3663 
www.MitchellsFishMarket. com 

Pierson's Grille & Spirits 
Boyne Mountain Village 
Boyne Falls, MI 49713 
231-549-7270 

Portofmo Restaurant & 
Banquet Facility 

3455 Biddle Ave, 
Wyandotte, MI 48192 • 
734-281-6700 
www.portofinoontheri.ver. com 

Romano's Macaroni Grill 
39300 7 Mile Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48152 
734-462-6676 

The Great Lakes Coffee 
Roasting Company 

389 Enterprise Ct. 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-745-0000 
www.greatlakescoffee. com 

The Henry Ford 
20900 Oakwood Blvd. 
Dearborn, MI 48124 
313-982-6001 
www. TheHenryFord.org 

Trader Joe's 
20490 Haggerty Rd. 
Northville, MI 48167 
734-464-3675 

www.macan 

Schmitt Sonne 
1950 Scenic Dr. 
Milford, MI 48380 
Sorella's Homemade 

Baked Goods, LLC 
31236 5 Mile Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48154 
734-525-5544 
www.sorellashomemade. com 
Steve & Rooky's 
43150 Grand River Ave. 
Novi, MI 48375 
248-374-0688 
www.steveandrockys. com 

Studer Enterprises, Inc. 
Star Works Cellars 

911 Olivia Ave. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734-369-2423 
www.solterrawine.com 
Symons General Store 
401 E. Lake St. 
Petoskey, MI 49770 
231-347-2438 
www. lakeandhoward. com 

Table 5 
126 E. Main St. 
Northville, MI 48167 
248-305-6555 
www.table5.net 

The Cupcake Station 
136 N. Old Woodward 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
248-593-1903 

The Fine Wine Source 
16721 Middlebelt 
Livonia, MI 48154 
734-425-8610 
www.finewinesource. net 

The Grapevine 
43155 Main St. 
Novi, MI 48375 
248-344-4044 
www. thegrapevineofhovi. com 

Traffic Jam Restaurant 
511W.Canfield 
Detroit, MI 48201 
313-831-9470 
www. traffic-jam. com 
Venus Imports, LLC 
30105 W. 8 Mile Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48152 
248-477-6439 

Vine2Wine Custom 
Winery of Northville 

446 S. Main St. 
N6rthville, MI 48167 
248-465-9463 
www. northvillewine. com 

Vintner's Canton Winery 
8515N.LilleyRd. 
Canton, MI 48187 
734-354-9463 
www. vintnerscanton.com 

Walnut Creek Country Club 
25501 Johns Rd. 
South Lyon, MI 48178 
248-437-7337 
www. walnutcreekcc. net 

Wines of Distinction 
J & J Importers 
1307 E. Maple Rd. Ste. B 
Troy, MI 48083 
248-790-2089 
www.jjimports. com 

WineStyles 
17386 HaggertyRd 
Livonia, MI 48152 
734-464-9600 
www. winestyles. netllivonia 

Zerbo's Health Foods 
34164 Plymouth Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48150 
734-427-3144 
www.zerbos.com 

Zumba Mexican Grille 
121 N. Main St. 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 
248-542-1400 

•OBSERVER &£CCENTRIC 

NEWSPAPERS 
TJOM1TOWN 
l l W E E K L I E S 

www.hometownlife.com 

Schoolcraft College Foundation 
18600 Haggerty Road 

Livonia, MI 48152-2696 
734-462-4455 '[> 

www.schooIeraft.edu/foundatioi-
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PI 1131 I CHHf u tm r ^ T 

^_-_# J______9 _̂____. I î __# I I ^^L ^^J f 
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6 OR 15> MANTHR 
See store for details!! 

PRE-SALE PRICES AS OF NOV. 20 
APPLIANCE MODEL MSRP SALE 

STACK 

TRADITIONAL WASHER 

TRADITIONAL DRYER 

MGT3800TW* 

. MVWC7ESWW* 

MVWC400VW* 

MGDC700VW* 

$1,439.00 $950.00 

$599.00 $499.00 

$509.00 $399.00 

$649.00 $524.00 

COLOR 

WHITE 

WHITE 

WHITE 

• • I 1 1 1 Baa 

MEDC700W $579.00 $499.00 WHITE 

MGDC400VW $529.00 $424.00 WHITE 

MEDC400W $429.00 $399.00 WHITE 

FRONT LOAD WASHER MAH2400AWW" $749.00 $599.00 WHITE 

MHWZ600TW $949.00 $699.00 WHITE 

MHWE300W $1,099.00 $699.00 WHITE 

MHWE450WW $1,399.00 $1,099.00 WHITE 

HE DRYER MDE2400AYW* r̂e g ^w'&m\f\f $599.00 WHITE 

MGDZ600TW $1,029.00 $799.00 WHITE 

MGDE300WW $1,179.00 $725.00 WHITE 

MEDE300WW $1,099.00 $699.00 WHITE 

lVIIt_"nUWA¥t """UIH IVI i¥l V D L U / D_H¥ ¥ %}*Y I *Je\J%J %pZ/38UU WHI11 

MMV1153WW* $219.00 $175.00 WHITE 

ELECTRIC RANGE 

GAS RANGE 

MMV1153WB* 

AER3311WAW* 

AER5830VAW* 

MER7662WW* 

MER7662WB* 

MER7662WS* 

AGR3311WAW* 

$219.00 

$351.00 

$D«s«#-UU 

$649.00 

$649.00 

$749.00 

$351.00 

$175.00 

$299.00 

$499.00 

$549.00 

$549.00 

$649.00 

$299.00 

BLACK 
VyrflTF 

WHITE 

WHITE 

BLACK 

STAINLESS 

WHITE 

MGR7662WW' $649.00 $549.00 WHITE 

MGR7662WB' $649.00 $549.00 BLACK 

MGR7662WS $749.00 $649.00 STAINLESS 

WALL OVEN JJW7530DDB' $1,149.00 $399.00 BLACK 

DISHWASHER 

TOP FREEZER 

MDBM601AW0* 

MDB5601AWQ* 

MDB6701AWW* 

MDB6701AWQ* 

M1TXEMMWW* 

$479.00 

$479.00 

$599.00 

$599.00 

$899.00 

$299.00 

$299.00 

$399.00 

$399.00 

$759.00 

BISQ 

BISQ 

WHITE 

BISQ 

WHITE 

SIDE X SIDE MSD2542VEWV $999.00 $875.00 WHITE 

BOTTOM FREEZER MBF2556KEW $1,599.00 $1,324.00 WHITE 

MFD2562VEW* $1,799.00 $1,499.00 WHITE 

*Prices are for floor models only • Any special order 
items will be priced at MAP pricing. 

Bill & Ro 
APPLIAN 

Quality Factory Trained Technicians 

15210 Middlobclt • South of 5 Mile 
Livonia 

734.425.5040 

http://hometownlife.com
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Fireworks, music kick off Lightfest 
^J ««« 

\St«t & Hospice Monttt 

« W » ^ ^ ^ , . _ _ - * « * * « * * 

Wayne County Parks will 
host the Lightfest opening 
ceremony at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 19, at the Merriman 
Hollow Area along Hines 
Drive in Westland 

The ceremony will include 
fireworks, music and light 
refreshments. 

Lightfest features more than 
35 giant animated displays 
and more than one million 
lights. It's the midwest's larg­
est and longest light show. The 
complete Lightfest route is 
over four miles of Hines Drive. 
The holiday light display is 
open 7 P-m. to 10 p.m. Nov. 
19 through Dec. 31. It will be 
closed Christmas Day. There is 
a $5 donation per car. 

Dec. 1, 8 and 15 will be Toy 
Nights. Wayne County will be 
lending a hand to provide toys 
to disadvantaged children in 
Wayne County. On those three 
nights, the community is invit­
ed to bring a new, unwrapped 
toy in lieu of the suggested $5 
donation fee. Visitors also can 
make the donation. Wayne 
County considers the dona­
tions an opportunity for the 
people of the community to 
partner with the county in an 
effort to make a difference in 
children's lives. 

At the walk-through dis­
play area, visitors can stop 
by Santa's Workshop at the 
Warrendale Area for refresh­
ments and gift shopping. 
Santa will be there from 
Thanksgiving until Dec. 23. 
Don't forget to bring your 
letters to Santa. Outside of 
Santa's workshop there will be 
a giant mailbox where kids of 
all ages can drop off their let­
ters to Santa. 

Although Lightfest begins 
at 7 p.m., Hines Drive will be 
closed to traffic beginning 
at 5:45 p.m. nightly. Visitors 
enter Wayne County Lightfest 
at Hines Drive and Merriman 
in Westland. 

Lightfest is provided in 
partnership with Fox 2 News, 
the Friends of Wayne County 
Parks, DTE Energy, DBT 

Santa Claus will be at the Wayne County Lightfest both in person and in 
lights. The annual Hines Park display opens Nov. 19. 

Marketing and Promotional 
Group, Garden City Hospital, 
ITC Holdings, McDonald 
Modular, Entertainment 
Express Luxury Limousine, 
Michigan Mountain Biking 
Association, Beatthetrain.com 
and Trails Edge store. 

People also can sign up 
or the 13th Annual Wayne 
County Lightfest 8K Fun 
Run/Walk at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 17- Participants will have 
an opportunity to travel the 
Lightfest display route on foot. 
For bike enthusiasts, there's 
the Bike Through the Lights at 
7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 18. 

There will be post race food 

for both events, along with 
free long sleeve T-shirts and 
glow necklaces. Registration is 
$20 in advance for adults and 
$25 on race day. High school 
students and younger pay $12. 
Both events will take place in 
Hines Park-Merriman Hollow 
area. 

Registration forms can be 
downloaded from the parks' 
Web site at www.waynecoun-
typarks.org or picked up at 
the Nankin Mills Interpretive 
Center in Westland or Total 
Runner store in Southgate. 

For more information on 
Wayne County Lightfest, call 
(734) 261-1990. 

technology 
form 
beauty 

When times are tough, you rely on your friends and neighbors. 
Dr. Allen Berman, nym^^M^&^^g.f^^j ; g 

is offering FREE cleanings for kids under 14 and hmM^e^iM^.'W'M^fh^' 
(including necessary X-rays and exams - new patients only). 

Let us put a smile 6f fIf••*»** *"**«- •'&«' 
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Teehnolojgys/ Mastery 
alien berman, dels FOflTI / Harmonv 

9430S. Main Street, Plymouth, Ml 48170 Beauty/Radiance 

734-453-2200 Allen Berman/DDS /Transformation 
"qMft?MSBmf?$ife?f'?''" 

http://Beatthetrain.com
http://www.waynecountyparks.org
http://www.waynecountyparks.org
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Up the wrong tree - cat rescued after overnight ordeal 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER -

Judd and Leslie Rowe of Canton did a 
favor for a friend of their daughter and 
took in her cat, Gelato, on what they 
thought was going to be a short-term 
basis. 

Gelato may be staying a lot longer after 
surviving a harrowing experience earlier 
this week. 

The Lowes let Gelato outside their 
Canton home, something they've been 
doing periodically, since Gelato has 
always returned home. 

But Thursday was different. Gelato, 
whom Leslie Rowe believes got spooked 
by a neighbor's dog, ended up in neighbor 
Jill Engel's tree about 6 p.m. Thursday. By 
9:30 Friday morning, the cat was still in 
the tree. 

"It was frustrating," said Leslie Rowe, 
who was among those who had tried to 
coax the cat down. "She's small for her 
age, and I don't know that she would ever 
have figured out how to get down." 

Leslie Rowe was worried, and her 
husband's attempt to comfort her - "He 
said, 'you don't ever see skeletons of cats 
in trees,'" she recalled with a laugh Friday 
afternoon - didn't get the job done. 

But when the cat hadn't come down by 
Friday morning, the Rowes tried to find 
someone who could go up after her. Since 
the fire department no longer provides 
that kind of service, she called some tree 
services. One quoted her a $400 price. 

Luckily, Engel, whose tree Gelato chose 
to climb, is an animal lover who sits on 
the board of directors of Tail Waggers 
USA, a group dedicated to helping pet 
owners with a variety of services. Engle 
made a phone call, and got results. 

"I told (Rowe) her cat couldn't have 
ended up in a better person's tree," said 
Engel, the special events coordinator at 
Parisian in Livonia. "I wasn't leaving my 

Tony Parrelly of Michigan Tree & Stump Removal extended his bucket to its full 65 feet, then had to 
reach up another 4-5 feet to rescue Gelato, who'd been up in the tree overnight. 

house until we got this cat saved." 
Enter Tony Parrelly of Michigan Tree & 

Stump Removal in Livonia. Responding 
to the urgent call from Engel, Parrelly 
pushed back a paying job to take a look at 
Gelato's plight. By the time Parrelly got 
up into the tree in his bucket, the cat was 
about five feet beyond the truck's 65-foot 
reach and was frightened. 

"It was a little out of reach, and it was 
crying like a baby," Parrelly said. "She 
clung to the branch for dear life. I had to 
peel her legs out from around it and tickle 
her a little to get her to let go. 

"I thought for sure I was going to lose 
her," Parrelly added. "I didn't have a good 
hold on her, didn't have a good hold on 
myself, to be honest. It was just one of 
those situations where you came out 
of there luckily. I got a little help from 
beyond." 

When he returned the frightened cat 
to its equally frightened owners, Parrelly 

wouldn't take any payment for the service. 
That, to Engel, was one of the best parts 
of the story. 

"He was an hour late getting to the 
other job so he could help with this pet, 
and he wouldn't take any money," Engel 
said. "That, to me, is just amazing. It's 
fantastic that there are still businesses out 
there that have a heart." 

Parrelly shrugged off the compliment. 
"It was instinct," Parrelly said. "You just 

do what comes natural sometimes. You 
don't really think about it. You just do it." 

The Rowes were happy to have Gelato 
back, and weren't too worried about 
another emergency - at least for awhile. 

"Gelato has eaten and she is hiding in 
my closet on top of the heater," said Leslie 
Rowe, who noted it was "about 34 degrees 
this morning." "I think she maybe there 
for quite some time." 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-8899 

t?<»„ 

5 0 % Off Our Already Low Examination fm 
2 0 % Off Spay/Neuter & Dental Procedures 

12.50 Seiected Vaccines! Don't Miss Grand Specla!! 
Exp. Dec. 31,09 

Please join a team of dedicated veterinary 
professionals, serving our community 
with convenient extended hours and 

consistent affordable prices. 

OPEN: M I F B am To MIDNIGHT 
SAT - SUN 9 am To 9 pin 

FOR IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT 
CALL: 734-397-7779 

WALK-INS 
WELCOME 

We will never charge you an emergency fee for our semes, 

"Our Mission Is To Keep your Pet Happy, 
Healthy And Pain-free At An Affordable Price 

43439 Michigan Ave. Canton, M l 48188 » 

Dr. A. Dhaliwal, DVM Dr. V. Singh, DVM Dr. K. Lubana, DVM o 

y> Mtfif Sfopptu§l 
with 

Independent Consultants from: 
Tastefully Simple, Pampered Chef, Mary^ 
Kay Cosmetics, Upper Case Living, Pure 

.Romance, Scentsy, Tupperware, Private 
Quarters, Gold Canyon Candles, 
Monavie, Silpada, Beijo Bags, Home & 
Garden, Tealight Treasures, Party Lite, £ 

.Avon, Princess House, Chair Massages^ 
Discovery Toys, Lia Sophia, My 0¾ 
Chocolate, Classy Crystals 

Saturday, Nov. 21. 10 am~4 pm 
FREE ADMISSION! 

At Canfield Community Center - Dearborn Heights 

1801 N. Beech Daly {between Ford Rl & Cherry Hill) 

'We are Professional Grade" 

i - ^ ^ j 

24MPG 
8 Passenger 

Seating 

WHERE'S THE S.M.A.R.T. 
PLACE FOR YOUR MONEY? 

2.25 
18-MONTH CD* 
WITH LOYALTY CHECKING ACCOUNT 

/o 
APY 

18-MONTH CD 

(800) 642-0039 www.flagstar.com 

\'\ 

FSagstar 

"Stated Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of 11/11/09. Minimum opening balance requirement is $500 and maximum deposit is 
$250,000. Deposits are allowed only on the maturity date or during the grace period. Account fees could reduce earnings. Penalty may be imposed 
for early withdrawal. Not available for public units. Customers must maintain their primary checking account at Flagstar Bank and conduct an 
average of 15 monthly transactions or at least $250 in recurring ACH transactions per month to qualify for the Loyalty CD account rate. Loyalty 
CD account rate offers cannot be combined with coupons or other special offers. Rates are effective for a limited time only and subject to change 
without notice. Certain restrictions may apply. Competitors'rate information based on Market Rates Insight, dated 11/9/2009. Comparisons based 
on minimum deposit level for each institution. * 

874 Ann A r§d^^W^M| f " " " ' " 
PlyrnbiurtS^ 

Store HoumilWlbrt;'^ 

Griffin hosts memorial service 
Griffin Funeral Home 

in Canton is inviting the 
Plymouth-Canton com­
munity to a holiday-season 
memorial service 7-8:30 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19-

The funeral home, 42600 
Ford Road, offers the ser­
vice every year for people 
who have lost loved ones 

and who may need support. 
The program will include 

a grief counselor, a priest, a 
minister, a reading of names 
of family members who have 
died, a candle service and 
prayers. Refreshments will 
be served. 

For reservations call (734) 
981-1700. 

38000 Ann Arbor Rd 
Livonia 
(734)464-0330 

Now taking on 
FRESH AMISH TURKEYS & 
DEARBORN SPIRAL HAMS 

Call our meat department NOT 
SALE VALID NOV. 16-NOV. 22 

GradeA 

HHUPWiiffcif I p 

TURKEY ww ii 
Limit 1 with additional $25 purchase 

Boneless, Skinless ^ gimf* 

C
^ B B H 1̂  Bm JRa 11¾ V§ HH Mjlnjp^ fflBn^VBUmfllnl Q̂p Hfii <ifcj__fr Qggp 

BREAST Family Pack 

59 
1 lb. 

Fresh Ground Beef 

G^ s S s ^M^m WMWS |g "̂jfjp ^B^S BSBBBB H MM 
MSBSEMLMM WHJM. n w l B| BSH 

SIRLOIN 
Family Pack 

31-400. 

Check us out on the Web every day 
at hometownlife.com 

http://hometownlife.com
mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
http://www.flagstar.com
http://hometownlife.com
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Canton couple waives exam, heads to trial 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Nancy Ziomek and her husband, Christopher, are headed to trial on 
embezzlement charges. 

BYKENABRAMCZYK 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The owners of a now-closed 
funeral home who are accused 
of embezzlement waived 
their rights to preliminary 
examinations Tuesday in 16th 
District Court, but witnesses 
testified against them any­
way. 

Christopher and Nancy 
Ziomek of Canton, former 
owners of the Ziomek Funeral 

Home, face charges of two 
counts of embezzlement 
greater than $50,000 but less 
than $100,000, three counts 
of embezzlement by an agent 
or trustee greater than $1,000 
but less than $20,000, and 
funeral contracts-conversion. 

A pretrial court hearing 
is scheduled for Nov. 24 in 
Wayne County Circuit Court. 

Some of the witnesses are 
elderly and some have health 
issues so they testified any­

way Tuesday to get their com­
ments on the court record 
without further delay. 

Nine witnesses testified 
that they signed prepaid con­
tracts with Chris and Nancy 
Ziomek for funeral arrange­
ments. Payments ranged 
between $1,600 to $13,000, 
according to testimony. 

A 90-year-old woman told 
prosecutor Tom Wenzel that 
she wrote a check for $5,070 
in 2004. She was Up North 
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when she heard the funeral 
home had a new name and 
that Ziomek was not in busi­
ness any longer. She spoke 
with police about it. 

Upon questioning from 
defense attorney Theodore 
Empson, who asked the 
woman if she had asked for 
her money back, she replied: 
"No, I didn't know anything 
about it until eight months 
ago." 

An 83-year-old woman 
testified that she paid Chris 
Ziomek $8,200 in 2004. 
She didn't try to get a refund 
because she didn't believe 
she needed to at the time, she 
said. 

An 89-year-old woman 
made her arrangements in 
2004, paying $7,820. "I gave 
them a check, and the rest I 
gave cash," she said. 

She also testified that she 
sent two letters asking for a 
refund in 2008. She filed a 
police report in December 
2008. 

A 72-year-old man pur­
chased a cremation agreement 
for $1,636, giving a check to 
Chris Ziomek. He saw a sign 
at the funeral home that indi­
cated that another funeral 
home would be in business at 
the site. He contacted Ziomek 
and requested a refund in 
May 2008. 

He testified that he handed 
Ziomek a letter and that 
Ziomek said he would give 
money back to him, but that 
it took six months to pull the 
money from the trust. The 
man received $816 back, but 
not the remaining $800, he 
testified. 

Another man testified that 
his wife wrote a check for 
$13,000. He told the court 
that he didn't contact Ziomeks 
because he felt it would serve 
no purpose. 
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DAY IN THE LIFE 
So you want to be a big-time hockey 
player? 
Then prepare for having hectic 
schedules to deal with, which is 
what Tyler G. Brown of the Plymouth 
Whalers routinely encounters. 
Following is a peek at a recent "game 
day" for Brown, who during hockey 
season lives with a billet family in 
Canton. 
Morning: Tyler goes to the Waffle & 
Omelette Cafe in downtown Plymouth 
with teammates and walks around, 
the city to burn off those carbs. 
Noon: After driving back to the home 
of hosts Mark and Lindsay Hill, the 
player goes back out to a restaurant 
- a coney island - with Lindsay and 
her younger sister, Meghan - cel­
ebrating her 22nd birthday. 
2-to-4 p.m.: He dons a suit and 
tie and tries to relax before doing a 
newspaper interview. There's time 
to play a video game with 5-year-old 
Trevor Hill. 
4:15 p.m.: Tyler waves so long-to 
the Hills and leaves to pick up a 
couple other players before going to 
Compuware Arena. 
At the rink: He needs to get there by 
5 p.m., after which he'll attend pre-
game meetings, tape sticks and gear 
up for the 7:05 p.m. puck drop. 

Looking for a 
Ijnemate to 
pass the puck 
to during a 
recent game 
is Plymouth 
forward Tyler 
G. Brown. 

PHOTOS BY RENA LAVERTY 

For Tyler G. Brown of the Plymouth Whalers (top) and his billet family, the Hills of Canton, it's been a virtually perfect match since he started living 
there during hockey seasons in 2007. Sitting on the couch in front of Brown are (from left) Mark, Trevor and Lindsay Hill. 

Canton family helps Whalers' Tyler G. Brown feel right at home 
BY TIM SMITH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Tyler G. Brown knows it. And so 
do all the other Plymouth Whalers 
players who suddenly find them­
selves hundreds of miles away from 
their homes. 

Just as important as training, 
coaching and ice time in the Ontario 
Hockey League in the development 
of these transplanted teens are 
so-called "billet" families such as 
Canton's Mark and Lindsay Hill. 

'He's a good kid, he's thoughtful and 
he's part of our family. And, hey, he 
goes to my mom's for dinner.' 
LINDSAY HILL, Canton 

The Hills are hosting the 19-year-
old forward from Wasaga Beach, 
Ontario, for the third season. 

"Coming here my first year, it was 
obviously hard being away from 
home for the first time," Brown said 
during a recent interview at the 
Hills' home. "But it didn't take long 

for me to fit in with the family. 
"They've taken me in like I'm one 

of their kids," he added. "It's been 
great living with these guys." 

Mark, Lindsay and their 5-year-
old son (Trevor) indeed have wel­
comed "Ty" into the fold. 

"He's really fit in well with us," 
said Lindsay, 28. "He's a good kid, 
he's thoughtful and he's part of our 
family. And, hey, he goes to my 
mom's for dinner." 

Please see HOCKEY, B3 

SIDELINES 
Weekend D-1 footbal l 

Saturday's regional 
Division 1 football game 
between Canton and Novi-
Detroit Catholic Central 
took place after this issue of 
the Observer went to press. 

Please go to www.home-
townlife.com for the game 
story. 

Steelers in Super Bowl 
With a record of ll-O, 

it's on to the WS JFL Super 
Bowl for the Plymouth-
Canton Steelers freshman 
football team, after its 26-
6 win over the Rochester 
Redskins in the second 
round of the playoffs. The 
Steelers will face the Lakes 
Area Hawks at 11 a.m. 
Sunday, with the contest 
hosted by the Dearborn 
Redskins. 

In the win over Rochester, 
the "Steelers Black" offense 
was anchored by Matthew 
Poet, who opened huge holes 
for the running backs, like 
Dylan Stackhouse (three 
TDs). Evan Good and Billy 
Flohr both did an excellent 
job blocking on the O-line. 

Defensively, Vinny 
Convertino had great 
cornerback play, mak­
ing numerous tackles and 
intercepting a pass. Aaron 
Garbarino did a fantastic 
job defensively all daylong 
and recovered a fumble late 
in the game to secure the 
win. 

Precision Baseball clinic 
Baseball players take 

note: Precision Baseball in 
Canton recently announced 
an eight-week Progression 
Clinic on pitching, catching 
and hitting, to feature mem­
bers of Eastern Michigan 
University's coaching staff. 

Those coaches include 
assistant coach Aaron 
Hepner and assistant 
coach/recruiting coordinator 
Andrew Maki. 

Areas where pitchers can 
expect improvement include: 

Please see S IDELINES, B2 

Eagles' bid for D-4 regional title falls short 
BY TIM SMITH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Kristin Malcolm and her Plymouth 
Christian Academy volleyball teammates 
had no answer for a pumped up opponent 
trying to turn the tables on them. 

On Thursday at the Division 4 regional 
final at Hillsdale High School, the Eagles 
were swept by the team that they knocked 
out of the 2008 regionals — Hillsdale 
Academy. The Colts won 25-18,25-22,25-
21, led by the strong play of 5-foot-lO senior 
middle blocker Grace Leutheuser (18 kills). 

"She (Leutheuser) was quick and she 
always knew where to put it where our 
defense wasn't," Malcolm said. "She never 
hit it to us, she hit it to the holes and 
around the blocks." 

Leutheuser smiled when asked if the 
Colts (36-12-1) had extra incentive entering 
the match to get back at PCA for last year. 

"Of course, that's a big motivation to 
know we lost it last year and this was the 
team we lost to," Leutheuser said. "Yeah, we 
definitely wanted to beat them." 

THEY'LL BE BACK 
According to Malcolm, a sophomore 

middle blocker who tallied 14 kills, losing 
in the regional final for a second straight 

PREP VOLLEYBALL 

'We just needed to keep staying 
aggressive, stay focused in every game 
and make them make mistakes. We had 
to do that and we did it. They (Eagles) 
played really well, but we just stayed on 
them.' 
KATHE8INE JONES, Hillsdalefirst-year coach 

season left a bitter taste. But virtually the 
entire roster will return in 2010. 

"We're really excited to have the whole 
team back and this makes us even more 
motivated to win next year," Malcolm said. 

Eagles head coach Kelly Blackney con­
curred that there is some consolation in 
knowing most of her players (except for 
senior Ariel Rock) will have another chance 
to win a regional. 

"But they really wanted it tonight," 
Blackney said. 

The lack of consistency in all aspects 
hurt the Eagles, who finished with a 29-11-
3 record. 

"We made a lot of unforced errors, a lot of 
serving errors," Blackney said. "We weren't 

as strong on serve-reception as we've been 
before. I wish we would have played our 
game and not given them so many points." 

NO ANSWER 
Leutheuser was a major reason why. 
"We just couldn't put a block on her," 

Blackney said. "If we would have been 
smarter and put a block on her, we would 
have played better defense." 

On the other hand, Leutheuser, senior 
Laura Wonders (nine kills) and sophomore 
Emily Pewe prevented PCA's front-row 
players from picking their spots. 

"We just needed to keep staying aggres­
sive, stay focused in every game and make 
them make mistakes," Hillsdale first-year 
coach Katherine Jones said. "We had to 
do that and we did it. They (Eagles) played 
really well, but we just stayed on them." 

Before Game 1 of the final, the PCA 
student section cheered boisterously from 
the bleachers, but it didn't take long for the 
Colts to quiet the group, building a 16-9 
lead. 

Junior Grae Barber (10 kills, 10 digs) reg­
istered three aces among a four-point run 
to get the Colts rolling. 

Please see EAGLES, B 4 
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MATT ZANDEE 

Who: Matt Zandee, Plymouth 
Christian Academy senior, boys 
soccer co-captain. 
Miscellany: Zandee, 17, car­
ries a 4.0 grade-point average. 
His parents are Jim and Joyce 
Zandee. He helped his team 
reach the Division 4 district 
finals this season. 
Captain's job: "As captain, I 
lead the team in prayer before 
each game as well as being a 
vocal leader on and off the field. 
My role is to get the team fired 
up, giving it their all, as well as 
making sure we don't lose our 
cool." 
Leadership style: "As a defen-
seman, I may not lead the team 
in points, but my job is to read 
the field and communicate with 
my teammates. I'm not usually a 

loud person, but once the game 
starts, I'm yelling as well as 
encouraging the team." 
Why him?: "I think my team 
looks up to me as a leader and 
valuable component in our 
game style and it's my respon­
sibility to keep my attitude and 
actions in check." 
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Hot shots 
tfc: I. 

All-Observer boys tennis team features PCEP contingent 
FIRST-TEAM SINGLES 

Aaron Zhang, Soph., Plymouth: 
The sophomore really burst 
onto the scene for the Wildcats, 
becoming the first boys tennis 
player from the school to make 
it to the Division 1 state meet. 
He finished 17-6 and quali­
fied by upsetting Ann Arbor 
Pioneer's top player in straight 
sets at the regionals. At the 
state meet, he lost to Northville 
senior Melvin Joseph. 

His season did not go unno­
ticed, as he was named the 
team MVP, Most Improved 
Player and KLAA Scholar 
Athlete. 

"Aaron has become a high-
level player by combining 
incredible tennis skills and 
natural talent with mental 
toughness and an exemplary 
work ethic," said Plymbuth 
head coach Tom Kimball. t 

John McDonald, Jr., F.H. 
Harrison: Playing No. 1 singles 
for the second year, McDonald 
compiled a 22-2 record and 
was a Division 2 state quali­
fier after a runner-up finish 
in the regional. He took first 
place at the Lakeland and OAA 
White Division tournaments. 
McDonald was a state quar-
terfinalist, losing to the No. 2 
seed. 

"John's game has improved 
tremendously," coach Joe 
Ludwig said. "He has much 
crisper shots and a more 
consistent serve, and he has 
incorporated a more versatile 
game plan. John is a pleasure 
to coach and will improve with 
time to become an even stron­
ger player." 

Stephen Payne, Soph., Liv. 
Franklin: The sophomore 
earned a trip to the Division 1 
state finals after winning the 
regional. . 

Payne, 23-6 overall, also 

2009 ALL-OBSERVER 
BOYS TENNIS TEAM 

FIRST-TEAM SINGLES 
Aaron Zhang, Soph., Plymouth 
John McDonald, Jr., Farm. Hills 

i ' Harrison • 
Stephen Payne, Soph., Uv. Franklin 

Walter Woods, Jr., Uv. Franfclin 
Ryan Hansz, Jr., Canton 

• Josh Famie, Sr., Farm. Hills Harrison 
FIRST-TEAM DOUBLES 
Brock Foster, Jr., Salem 
Josh Perrin, Jr., Salem 

Preston Strauch, Sr., N. Farmington 
Max Kohl, Soph., t i Farmington 
Josh York, Jr., Liv. Stevenson 

Paul Franchina, Jr., Liv. Stevenson 
COACH OF THE YEAR 
Tom Kimball, Plymouth 
HONORABLE MENTION 

Canton: Adam Payne, Varun Bandrt; 
Plymouth: Matt Dwan; Saiem: Brett 
Foster, Jacob Scott Mike Keum, Andy* 
Steinrhan, Zenik Pelekh, Greg Selewski; 
Ctaircfcill: Eric Sternberg, Ryan 
McPherson, Imm Deng; Stevenson: 
Clayton Northey;Noi*tfcFarmiagton: ••• 
Andre Dupret, BrbofcHeefcner, Scott 
Kennedy: Farmit»*|tom Koashik Yadati,: 

Joey Amis, Lokesh Pagadaia; Harrfebn: 
Zach Wagner. ' . ' :'":. 

captured Stevenson Quad 
and Warrior Classic. The 
Patriots' No. 1 singles player 
was also runner-up in the 
Monroe Classic and reached 
the quarterfinals of the KLAA 
Kensington Conference 
Tournament. 

"Stephen was only one of 
four individual qualifiers to 
advance to 'state' on his own," 
Franklin coach Dawn Fallu 
said. "And that was all through 
an injury to his dominant arm 
after being hit by a car just 
prior to the season beginning." 

Walter Woods, Jr., Liv. Franklin: 
Nobody had a better season 
than the junior, who finished a 
perfect 27-0 at the Patriots' No. 
2 singles player. 

Woods earned regional 
and conference titles, while 
taking both the Warrior and 
Monroe classics, along with the 
Stevenson Quad. 

"Walter's season this year 
was exemplary to say the least," 
Fallu said. "Twelve of his 27 

matches were won 6-0, 6-0. He 
was never pushed to a third set 
- quiet impressive." 

Ryan Hansz, Jr., Canton: The 
junior parlayed strength, poise 
and intensity into a 9-4 record, 
which could have been even 
better if not for missing part 
of the season due to injury. 
Another highlight was being 
champion in the back draw at 
the Plymouth Invitational. 

Canton head coach Barb 
Lehmann said Hansz is a dedi­
cated student-athlete who is 
well-respected by teammates, 
opposing players and coaches. 

"Ryan is a strategist that 
sees the play and makes 
changes during and after the 
point.," Lehmann said. "Ryan 
•maintains his determination 
throughout a match, never 
showing his frustration or 
excitement." 

Josh Famie, Sr., F.H. Harrison: 
A senior co-captain, Famie 
racked up 16 wins in 21 
matches at No. 2 singles for the 
Hawks. He finished second in 
the OAA White Division tour­
nament, and he was third at 
the Lakeland tournament. 

"Josh had his best season this 
year," coach Joe Ludwig said. 
"He is a four-year varsity player 
who has matured as a person 
and a player each year. He has 
been a joy to coach and will be 
greatly missed." 

FIRST-TEAM DOUBLES 
Brock Foster, Jr., Josh Perrin, 

Jr., Salem: The junior duo went 
20-3 at No. 1 doubles and took 
first in all three of the team's 
invitationals. 

"Both players play an aggres­
sive style game and are quite 
comfortable controlling the 
net," said Rocks' head coach 
Bill Nelson. "Both players were 

elected captains by their team­
mates and their leadership was 
proven as they are coming back 
next year as two-year captains." 

Foster (a 3-time All-
Observer player) and Perrin (a 
3-sport letter-winner) closed 
out the season with a regional 
semifinal loss to eventual state 
runner-up Ann Arbor Huron. 

Preston Strauch, Sr., Max Kohl, 
Soph., N. Farmington: Strauch 
and Kohl had a winning record 
at No. r doubles while compet­
ing in the rugged OAA Red 
Division. They also served as 
team co-captains. 

"They were leaders on and 
off the court, and they did a 
nice job improving through­
out the entire season, which 
is why they both received the 
Most Improved Player Award 
at our banquet," coach Whitney 
Wasielewski said. "They had 
some great wins against some 
very strong teams like Andover 
and Lahser. They also had 
some close, three-set losses to • 
tough teams like Seaholm. In 
my opinion, Max and Preston 
were one of the toughest one 
doubles teams in the state and 
would have done very well at 
the state tournament if given 
the opportunity to compete." 

Josh York, Jr., Paul Franchina, 
Jr., Liv. Stevenson: This junior 
duo reached the semifinals at 
the highly competitive Division 
1 regional at Novi as well as the 
semifinals of the Kensington 
Conference tourney. 

The pair finished the season 
with an 11-6 mark. 

"Paul and Josh had a great 
season," Stevenson coach Don 
McCathney said. "The were 
both very focused competitors 
that played very well together. 
They were both regional and 
conference semifinalists losing 
to only to higher seeded play-

Paul Franchina 

Stevenson 

Ryan Hansz 

Canton 

Max Kohl 

North 

Farmington 

Josh Famie 

Harrison 

Brock Foster 

Salem 
Stephen Payne 
Franklin 

Walter Woods 
Franklin 

Preston Strauch 
North 
Farmington 

John McDonald 
Harrison 

Josh Perrin 
Salem 

Josh York 
Stevenson 

ers. Josh controlled the net and 
Paul was a consistent baseliner. 
They steadily improved dur­
ing the season and played their 
best tennis at the end of they 
year." 

COACH OF THE YEAR 
Tom Kimball, Plymouth: 

Accolades keep piling up for 
the Wildcats' coach, and it's 

easy to see 
why. Plymouth 
excelled all 
year, finishing 
7-2 and cap­
turing its first 
KLAA Central 
title with a 5-0 
mark. 

The Wildcats 
also placed 
fourth at the 

regional tournament, third 
at the KLAA Kensington 
Conference tourney and sec­
ond at the Plymouth Invite 

Tom Kimball 
Plymouth coach 

Aaron Zhang 
Plymouth 

while finishing on top at the 
Dexter Invite and Canton JV 
Invitational. 

Kimball also was named 2009 . 
Michigan High School Tennis 
Coaches Association Regional 
Coach of the Year. 

Another honor that Kimball is ; 
especially proud of is the 2009 
All-State Academic Award that 
the Wildcats garnered. 

"Perhaps the best accolades of 
this season are the comments I 
regularly received from opposing 
coaches and players about the 
exemplary sportsmanship and 
behavior of my players," Kimball 
said. 

Finishing his 15th season as 
a tennis coach, which includes 
stints at Salem and Canton, 
Kimball also teaches business 
courses at PHS — which he 
emphasizes is his top job and top 
priority. 

"(But) I have developed a pas­
sionate interest in playing and 
coaching tennis," he noted. 
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SIDELINES 
FROM PAGE B1 

increasing velocity and arm 
strength; changing speeds; 
improving control; and learn­
ing proper warmup techniques. 
Batters can increase power, hit 
to all fields, reduce strikeouts, 
make good contact and recog­
nize a fastball instead of a chan-
geup or curve. 

Meanwhile, in the catching 
department, instructors will 
focus on blocking, receiving, 
throwing, calling a game and 
being quick behind the dish. 

All ages are welcome to sign 
up for the clinic, which begins 
Monday, Nov. 16 (4:30-6:30 
p.m.) Sessions are every Monday 
and Friday and are $15 per ses­
sion, per player and $225 for all 
16 sessions if paid up front. 

For more information, send 
an e-mail to info@precision-
baseballone.com or call (734) 
459-5921. Precision Baseball is 
located at 7835 Market Street 
in Canton. 

All-WHAC soccer 
Individuals from both the 

Madonna University men's and 
women's soccer squads were 
well-represented on the All-
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference teams. 

Earning All-WHAC first-
team honors for the women 
were senior Jessica Austin 
(Livonia Franklin), who scored 
11 goals, and senior Lia Melasi, 
who added two goals and three 
assists. 

Senior midfielder Lauren 
Hess (Livonia Ladywood) 
made the second team, while 
junior teammate Sarah 
Rokuski, a defender, made 
third team and was named 
to the WHAC's Champions of 
Character teams for displaying 
the NAIA's five core values. 

All-Academic choices, for 
those carrying a grade-point 
average of 3.25 or higher, 
included Austin (language 
arts), Hess (nursing), Rokuski 
(dietetics), Franklin's Diana 
Brda (psychology), Katie 
Kozlowski (clinical imaging 
services), Plymouth's. Brittany 
Warner (marketing) and 
Jaclyn Ventimiglia (nursing). 

Junior midfielder Jacob 
Rosiek was MU's lone first-
team men's selection, senior 
midfielder Emilio Giorgi 
and senior midfielder Eric 
Kiebert made the second 
team, while freshman for­
ward Moses Otieno took 
third-team honors. 

Seniors Isaaac Saint John 
(business) and Mark Pikula 
(cinema arts) both earned 

All-Aacdemic honors. 
Saint John also made the 

Champion of Character team 
as the student-athlete who 
best exemplifies qualities 
of respect, responsibility, 
integrity, sportsmanship and 
leadership. 

Give 'Pickleball' a try 
Plymouth and Canton 

residents are welcome to 
sign up for a unique recre­
ational sport being offered 
by Northville Parks and 
Recreation — pickleball. 

The sport combines ping 
pong and badminton, with 
a hard paddle used to send 
the ball over the net. Open 
pickleball sessions are held 
at the Northville Recreation 
Center based out of Hillside 
Middle School. 

Beginner to intermediate 
play is 1-3 p.m. Mondays 
and Tuesdays ($2 per per­
son) and 10 a.m. to noon 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 
($2). Three courts are avail­
able. 

Intermediate to advanced ' 
play is noon to 3 p.m. 
Wednesdays ($3) and 6-8 p.m. 
Saturdays ($4). 

Paddles and pickleballs are 
provided at the center. Call 
(248) 349-0203 for more infor­
mation. 

A picture is worth 
a thousand words. 
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PHOTOS BY RENA LAVERTY 

Playing Mario Kart on a Wii console in the basement of Mark and Lindsay Hill's Canton home are 
Tyler G. Brown and 5-year-old Trevor Hill. They treat each other as if they were actual brothers. 

It's high-
five time 
for Tyler 
G. Brown 
and Trevor 
after they 
finished 
their video 
game. 

Kicking it up to another gear during a recent game is Tyler G. Brown of the Plymouth Whalers. He has scored two game-winning goals in 
overtime this season, including Nov. 7 against Sault Ste. Marie at Compuware Arena. 

HOCKEY 
FROM PAGE B1 

JUST 1IKE BROTHERS 
Trevor also considers Brown 

an older brother. On this par­
ticular Saturday afternoon, 
they found the time to go 
downstairs and play the Wii 
video game "Mario Kart." 

Other times, they'll play 
ball hockey. Or Brown might 
take the youngster over to 
Compuware for some open 
public skating. Trevor also is a 
hockey player, on a Mini Mite 
team at the Beck Road com­
plex. 

The relationship these days 
is more like an older brother or 
son coming home on weekends 
from college, because of the 
demanding game and prac­
tice schedule the Whalers 
have. 

Make that a very hun­
gry brother or son, because 
Brown eats, eats and eats. 

For example, he and team­
mates might grab breakfast 
in downtown Plymouth at 
the Waffle & Omelette Cafe. 
After coming back to the 
Hill compound, it's time for a 
hearty pregame meal, which 
usually features pasta and 
chicken (no veggies, please). 

This time around, it was a 
big bowl of spaghetti. 

Lindsay said it's not 
uncommon to have to double 
the amount of food she pre­
pares when Brown is home: 
"I'll make two casseroles, one 
for Tyler and the other for the 
family." 

Guelph goalie 
frustrates 
Whalers 

The brilliant goalkeeping 
of Guelph's Cody St. Jacques 
frustrated host Plymouth time 
and time again on Friday night 
as the Storm eked out a 2-1 
Ontario Hockey League victory 
at Compuware Arena. 

St. Jacques outdueled 
Plymouth's Matt Hackett, 
turning aside 46 shots — with 
17 of his saves in the third peri­
od when the Whalers held an 
18-4 shot advantage. It was 2-0 
before Plymouth finally found 
the back of the goal as left wing 
Josh Brittain scored at 16:10 
on assists from Tyler G. Brown 
and Garrett Meurs. 

But despite furious pressure, 
the Whalers could not score the 
equalizer. 

It was an evenly played open­
ing period, with the Whalers 
outshooting Guelph 17-16. But 
the game remained scoreless 
entering the middle stanza. 

Plymouth's Hackett (36 
saves) thrilled the Compuware 
crowd by stopping a penalty 
shot by Cody McNaughton 
with 2:44 to play in the frame. 

Finally scoring the game's 
first goal was Guelph's Carter 
Sandlak, at 15:38 in the second 
period. Setting up the goal was 
Conor O'Donnell. 

I f you're wearing anything with 
the Whalers symbol on it, the 
kids will notice/ 
TYLER G. BROWN, Plymouth Whalers, 

Since Brown arrived on the 
scene in 2007, he's a bit more 
picky. 

"Before, he'd scarf it down 
because he thought he had 
to (to be polite)," Mark said. 
"Now, he won't eat something 
if he doesn't want to." 

TIME TO CHILL 
Saturdays are when Brown 

actually has the chance to 
relax with the family for a 
while before games. 

"During the week, we'll go in 
for (a morning) workout, ride 
the bike a little bit. But on the 
weekends, like today, we just 
sleep in a little bit, rest up and 
we have to be at the rink by (5 
p.m.)," Tyler said. "I've got to 
go pick up some of the guys. 
(Goalie Matt) Hackett wants 
to go to the rink early all the 
time to prepare for the game, 
so I've got to pick him up 

around four." 
Hackett is another 

Canadian living with a host 
family in Canton — not 
far from Compuware and 
Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park, where younger Whalers 
attend high school. 

There might be time to 
grab a takeout coffee at the 
Haggerty-Ford Tim Horton's 
on the way to the rink. 

"Ty should have stock in 
Tim Horton's," joked 31-year-
old Mark, a recreation league 
goaltender. "He's always there." 

On game nights, the Hills 
often watch Brown (not to be 
confused with Westland native 
Tyler J. Brown of the Whalers) 
from seats at the top of Section 
115 with other billets. 

"We live at Compuware," 
Lindsay said. 

What they're seeing from 115 
is good stuff, since Brown is 
enjoying some on-ice success 
this season with the Whalers. 
After 19 games, he has tallied 
three goals (including the OT 
winner Nov. 7 against Sault 
Ste. Marie) and seven assists. 

For part of the year he has 
skated on the top line with hot 
NHL prospect Tyler Seguin 
(one of the players who attends 
PCEP). 

"I can utilize my speed play­
ing with him (Seguin) since 
he's quick, too," Brown said. 
"He'll hit you anywhere you're 
open" with a slick pass. 

HOW IT STARTED 
Hockey itself isn't all that's 

going well where Brown is 
concerned. 

In fact, the Hills couldn't 
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be happier with how hosting 
Brown has worked out, right 
from the beginning. 

In 2007, they signed up with 
the Whalers to host a player 
after finding out from friends 
Christian and Bill Baker that 
the experience is a positive one 
for families and players alike 
— as long as compatibility isn't 
an issue. 

One thing the Whalers do 
is to make sure the players 
are matched well with billets, 
Mark and Lindsay empha­
sized. In Brown, they got a 
well-mannered, level-headed 
kid who is driven to succeed 
in hockey and life. 

Meanwhile, Lindsay said 
the OHL team entrusts those 
players to their host families, 
even making curfew calls. "It's 
our responsibility to make 
sure he's home, fed and gets to 
practice on time," she said. 

The transportation situation 
is a key component, although 
for the Hills and Brown it's 
changed since 2007-

"The first year Tyler was in 
high school (Plymouth High) 
and he didn't have a car," 
Mark said. "So I was pretty 
much picking him up for the 
Whalers, dropping him off at 
high school and then I'd go to 
work. 

"Now, Tyler is out of high 
school and has his own car, so 
he's off taking the other guys 
places. Besides that, it's really 
neat. He comes and goes as 
he needs to, and has his own 
life." 

CRASH COURSE 
Mark shook his head when 

asked what players such as 
Brown would do without fam­
ilies to look after them. 

"I don't know. They would 
have to find somewhere where 
there's supervision," he said. 
"But I don't know what they'd 
do without billets. 

"A lot of the kids are still 
really young and they're away 
from home. They look to 
their billets to help them out 

through school and personal 
things other than hockey." 

Of course, playing for a 
high-profile team is like speed 
reading the manual on grow­
ing up. 

Brown attends mandatory 
meetings, watches tape on 
upcoming opponents, helps 
out with community service 
endeavors (as do all Whalers) 
and even wears a suit and tie 
to games. 

He also has to learn how to 
be a celebrity. 

"If you're wearing anything 
with the Whalers symbol on 
it, the kids will notice," Brown 
said. "I've taken Trevor out to 
free skate, and I'll have my 
Whalers track suit on. One kid 
will come up to me and say, 
'Do you play for the Whalers?' 

"I'll say yeah and a bunch of 
kids come up to me. It's nice to 
have kids looking up to you." 

Grownups look up to him, 
too. Just ask the Hills. 

tsmith@fiometownlife.com 
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Ladywood blazes to regional title EAGLES 
BYBRADEMONS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Maybe only a trip to Cedar Point could have 
provided more thrills. 

That's because it was a harrowing ride much 
of the night for the Livonia Ladywood girls vol­
leyball team, but when the rollercoaster finally 
came to a halt, the Blazers emerged wearing all 
smiles. 

Earning its first state Class B quarterfinal 
berth since 2004, Ladywood needed all five 
games to pull out a 23-25,25-22,25-17,14-25, 
15-6 victory Thursday over a scrappy and deter­
mined Riverview squad in the regional final 
hosted by Livonia Qarenceville. 

The Blazers, 39-22 overall, with face DeWitt 
in the Elite Eight beginning at 6 p.m. Tuesday at 
Williamston High School. 

"It's not how we planned it," said a relieved 
Ladywood ninth-year coach Erin Craggs. 
"Even when it was 16-9 (the second game), our 
experience came through. We had to pick up 
our intensity. I think we timid at the beginning, 
but we started to come on. We have a couple of 
seniors who have played a lot of volleyball, along 
with some of those juniors. I think our strength 
of schedule helps. We lost in the district finals 
last year and this we huge for them." 

Already down 1-0 in games, the Blazers 
found themselves trailing 16-9 in the second 
game and staring a potential 2-0 deficit in the 
face. 

"I think we had to get back to basics," Craggs 
said. 'We were on our heels, we were pressing 
and feeling the pressure. 

'We just had to do what we had done the last 
two weeks - serving well, playing defense and 
hit to transition." 

Senior outside hitter Claire Dezelski had 
five of her team-high 15 kills during the second 
game rally, while sophomore McKenzie Kettner 
and senior Katy Rooney each added four. 

'We're up 16-9, they came back and that's 
what turned it around," Riverview coach Tony 
Budimerovich said. "If we finish that (second) 
game off, that match is ours. 

'We got caught in one tough rotation and 
they had one tough server and we went out. 
Their first two servers are very good. If we get 
by them, we'd be O.K." 

Ladywood went ahead in games 2-1 with 
convincing 25-17 win in the third thanks to 
four blocks and a kill by 6-foot-2, junior middle 
blocker Caitlin McClorey and ace serves by 
Dezelski, senior libera Ashley Hines and 
KristineAurand. 

"The third game we lost ball control," 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Triumphantly celebrating after capturing the regional volleyball crown are Livonia Ladywood players. 

Budimerovich said. 'And when our offense 
became predictable, they were able to block 
well." 

But the momentum Ladywood had gained 
was erased quickly in the fourth game as the • 
Pirates roared out to a 7-0 lead and never 
looked back to even the match at two games 
apiece. 

Riverview was led by 5-10 senior outside 
hitter Arianna Bazzarelle, who had six of her 
game-high 21 kills. 

"Riverview played great and number 13 
(Bazzarelle) brought her A' game," Craggs said. 
"She hit a ton of balls that we didn't touch. 

"I can't say enough about the way they played. 
They kept us off our game and they served 
aggressively." 

In the decisive fifth game, it was all 
Ladywood as the Blazers jumped out to an 8-1 
lead with sophomore Jennifer Rhodes leading 
the way with five kills. 

Rooney's block clinched the match. 
Alex Hines, a 5-9 sophomore setter, finished 

with 34 assist-to-kills, while Ashley Hines and 
a team-high 28 digs. Rooney added 11 kills, 
while Rhodes and Kettner, two sophomores, 
added eight and seven respectively. 

Dezelski also added 17 digs. 
The Pirates, who bowed out with a 39-11-5 

record, got 46 assists from Nicole Karaboyas 
and 31 from Vana Kotsogiannis. 

Deanna Petkov finished with 21 digs, while 
Bazzarelle added 13. Melanie Petersen contrib­
uted eight kills, while Jordann Assed had five 
blocks. 

"Once we got out on the court, we felt we 
could play with them," Budimerovich said. 'We 
felt we should have won, but they (Ladywood) 
played a great match and you had to congratu­
late them." 

bemons@hometownlife.com | (313)222-6851 

UNABLE TO RALLY 
Early in the middle game, the 

Eagles briefly led by a point on 
several occasions. PCAs combo of 
junior setter Brianna Harris (23 
assists) to Malcolm worked twice 
for kills to stop Hillsdale servers. 

But the Colts pulled ahead 
9-8 and never trailed again. 
Leutheuser accounted for anoth­
er four points soon thereafter 
(two on tips, two on spikes) to 
make it 15-12. 

Leutheuser went on a three-
point serving run early in Game 
3, building a 7-3 edge for the 
Colts and the Eagles never caught 
them. 

There were times when PCA 
got close and had serving honors 
(21-18,22-19,23-21) to try to 
finally get over the hump. But 
each time, booming spikes by 
Leutheuser (set up by junior set­
ter Heather Lantis, 31 assists) 
made it all the more clear how 
the night was going to end. 

Another key player for the 
Colts was senior libera Callie 
Watkins, with 22 digs. 

For PCA, junior middle blocker 
Folake Olojo collected seven kills, 
while sophomore outside hitter 
Amy Zinn chipped in with four 
kills and three aces. 

"I don't know if we were ever 
leading by one or two points," 
Blackney said. "I just wish we 
could have scored more on the 
serving line. Not play to them, 
but have them play to us." 

tsmith@hometownlife.com 

Bridges to 
spark Britons 
Albion College men's 
basketball coach Jody 
May has announced the 14 
student-athletes that will 
start the 2009-10 season on 
the Britons' varsity roster. 
The roster includes Andre 
Bridges, the son of Denis 
Bridges and Linda Bridges 
of Canton and a graduate 
of Canton High School. A 
senior at Albion, Bridges is a 
guard/forward who averaged 
8.4 points in 25 games last 
season. Albion begins the 
season with a home game 
Sunday against the College 
of Wooster of the North 
Coast Athletic Conference. 
The Britons will also host the 
Rotary Club of Albion's Tip-
Off Tournament Nov. 20-21, as 
well as home games against 
Ohio Wesleyan University on 
Nov. 27 and North Central 
College on Dec. 2. 

PREP VOLLEYBALL 
MICHIGAN VOLLEYBALL COACHES 

ASSOCIATION 
ALL-REGION 18 TEAMS 
CLASS A SELECTIONS 

Livonia Churchill: Cory Urbats, Taylor 
Kerr, Kristi Walker, Kara Kempinski, Cierra 
Yetts; Canton: Jordan Kielty, Kristen Muir, 
Lauren Macuga; Salem: Nicole Merget, 
Kerry McDonald; Plymouth: Katie Salo; 
Livonia Stevenson: Kelly Vellucci, Reina 
Tyl; Westland John Glenn: Lauren Baker, 
Halie Baker; Northville: Kelly Maise; Garden 
City: Kellyn O'Brady, Stephanie Stevenson; 

Grosse Pointe North: Ariel Braker, Maggie 
Tignanelli; Grosse Pointe South: Chloe 
Srebernak. 

CLASSBSELECTIONS 
Livonia Ladywood: Claire Dezelski, Katy 

Rooney, Ashley Hines, Jenny Rhodes, Kenzie 
Kettner. 

CLASSDSELECTIONS 
Lutheran High Westland: Emilie Freeman, 

Rachel Storck, Lauren Switzer; Plymouth 
Christian Academy: Kristin Malcolm. 

REGION 18 COACH OF THE YEAR 
Mark Grenier, Churchill 

To place your ad here contact m at 

camer$§hometownl\fe.com 
or call 1-^00-579-7355 

assifieci section! 

Help Wanted-Genera I 

ACTIVITIES 
ASSISTANT 

The Village of Westland, a 
mission of Presbyterian 
Villages of Michigan, is 
looking for a part-time 
activities assistant to work 
days in our Licensed 
Assisted Living Cottages. 
Experience with seniors is 
a must. Qualified candidate 
must posses top notch 
people skills with attention 
to detail, resident centered 
care and the ability to work 
as a team player. Only 
qualified candidates need 
apply. No phone calls 
please. Send resume and 
qualifications to: 

HR Manager 
32001 Cherry Hill Road 

Westland, Ml 48186 
jfeasel@pvm.org 

APARTMENT MANAGER 

Detroit. 96 & Outer Dr. area. 

174 units. Some experience. 

Fax resume: 248-649-0775 
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Observers 
Eccentric 

Newspaper! 

Banking 

dfcu 
C | j p FINANCIAL 

needs friendly, upbeat, 
service oriented 

individuals to work 
Part-Time. 

Hiring for branch locations. 
Job duties include 

cash handling & product 
sales. Goal oriented sales 

experience required. 

Next class scheduled for 
January 2010. Intense paid 
training mandatory. 

Must be available to work 
Mon-Fri. 9:15am-6:30pm 
Saturday 9:15am-2:30pm 

Complete job description 
and locations available at 
dfcufinancial.com 
See Member Relations 

Representative - PT 

Accepting Applications 
through December 4, 2009 

Apply in person at any 
DFCU Financial 
Branch Office 

Credit Record in good 
standing required. 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

Become a Federally 
Certified Heat, 

Air & Refrigeration Tech 
in less/30 days. Tired of 
losing work? Want a actual 
stable career in the worst 
of economies? Then call & 
get trained for a real career 
today! Call 7 days per wk! 

866-967-5814 

CLEAN HOMES 
Team Leader Needed. 

Immediate Hire. Exp. req. 
Start $10/hr. No Calls. Apply: 
www.bettermaidsclean.com 

CLEANERS/JANITORIAL, PT 
Evening positions avail now. 
All individuals placed within a 
10 mi. radius of home. Call 
for more info. 586-759-3700 

Customer Rep 

HOLIDAY HELP 
Students Welcome 

$14.25 base-appt, flexible 
schedules, no exp needed, 

conditions apply, all 
ages 18+, Call now! 

(248) 426-4405 

Customer Service/ 
Estimator 

A growing Franchise Co. is 
seeking a high energy & multi­
tasking capable person to join 
our team. Duties include: In-
Home Consultations and han­
dle Inbound & Outbound Calls. 

Email resume & 
salary requirements to: 
jcohen@molly.ldmi.net 

DISPATCHER 

Ground transportation 
company servicing Metro 
Detroit airport seeking 
experienced dispatchers. 
Knowledge of Metro area 
and excellent communica­
tion skills a must. Experi­
ence within a courier or 
taxi dispatch environment 
is helpful. Two way radio 
and computer experience 
preferred. This position 
requires flexibility in sched­
uling as weekends/holi­
days/shift work are 
required. Starting wage is 
$11.25/hour. Hard-work­
ing, dedicated individuals 
interested in a challenging 
opportunity forward 
resume with cover letter to: 

Attn: HR Dept./DISP. 
24957 Brest Road 
Taylor, Ml 48180 

Fax: 734-946-7417 
E0E 

HUMAN RESOURCE 
SPECIALIST 

Entry level position available 
at Co-op Services Credit Union 
in Livonia. Human Resource 
Management degree req along 
with strong inter-personal 
skills, organization skills, and 
the ability to manage multiple 
tasks. Excellent salary, benefit 
package, and work environ­
ment offered. Email resume 
with salary requirements to: 

sselewski@cscu.org 

"It's All About Results" 
Observer & Eccentric 
1-800-579-SELL 

INTERNET 
MARKETING 

Full time/Part time temp 
position. Computer and 
marketing savvy per.son 
experienced with internet 
video creation and html. 
Experience with CS 4 and 
MS office desired. Must 
also be well organized and 
willing to learn all aspects 
of our marketing depart­
ment. Resume to 

resumes@tradefirst.com 

MAINTENANCE TECH 
Dependable person needed for 
general maintenance at a mid­
size apartment community in 
Plymouth. Full-Time, benefits 
included. Must live on-site. 
Call: (734) 455-3880 
Fax resume: (734) 453-6050 

MARKETING 
ASSISTANT 

The Village of Westland, a 
Senior Living Community, is 
looking for a part time mar­
keting assistant. The quali­
fied candidate must have 
word and excel computer 
skills and a customer serv­
ice background, be available 
to work Saturdays and be 
flexible during the week. 

Send your resume to: 
jfeasel@pvm.org 

SHOP LABORER 
Part time position in an 
industrial gas fill plant. 
Applications accepted -

Mon&Wed9a.m.-2:00p.m. 
(313) 834-1663 

Or email resume to 
Scott@cryogenicgas.com 

SNOW REMOVAL 
Part Time Removal help as 
needed for Southfield apts. 

Call 248-353-9050 
or fax 248-353-1878 

STOCK GROCERIES 
2 Part Time Positions 
Must have experience 

Apply in person: 
Holiday Market 

520 S. Lilley Rd., 
Canton, 48188-1104 

Teacher 
Kindergarten/1 st Grade 

Co-Teacher 
For Montessori School 

in Farmington Hills. 
Experience required. 
Fax: 248-851-4237 

Or email: administrator® 
montessoricenterfh.com 

ZENITH 25" Console TV with 
remote. May deliver. Very good 
cond. Canton: (734) 446-6888 

Helpi Wanted-Off ice 
Clerical 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 
FULL-TIME 

To support operations & 
transportation manager. 
Must have experience in 
design & management of 
Access Database. Prof­
icient in Word & Excel. 
Associate Degree & 5 yrs. 
exp. necessary. Knowledge 
of ISO 9000 a plus. 

Please fax resume 
734-266-6400 or email: 

zdavis@generaloilco.com 

BOOKKEEPER/SECRETARY 
AP/AR. Quickbooks. Exp'd. 

Farmington. Resume: 
fettermanagement@att.net 

PARALEGAL/ 
LEGAL SECRETARY 

for Birmingham commer­
cial litigation law firm. 
Minimum 2 yrs. exp. Must 
have excellent grammar, 
computer, research and 
typing skills. Salary com­
mensurate with exp. 

Email resume to: 
MA@m-apc.com 

Help Wanted-Denta! 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
Small Livonia office needs 
exp'd dental assistant. No 
Saturdays. (734) 425-0850 

RECEPTIONIST/ 
DENTAL ASSISTANT 

Experienced req'd. Friendly 
office. Livonia area. 734-525-
3150 or fax: 734-525-6432 

Echocardiographer 
Mobile Diagnostics Comp­
any in Southfield is seeking 
a RDCS/RCS minimum 2 
year's experience. RVT/ 
vascular experience a plus. 
SIGN ON BONUS OFFERED 

Email resume to: 

visitingphysicians.com 

MEDICAL 
ASSISTANT 

Full time, for pediatric 
office in Novi/Livonia, 
area. Exp. preferred. 

Fax resume to: 
248-662-0365 

MEDICAL ASSISTANT 
For Rochester Hills family 
practice. FT/PT. Exc. pay & 
benefits. 2 yr. exp. necessary. 
Call Rob: (248) 650-1532 

MEDICAL CLINIC in Garden 
City & Novi looking for 

•Receptionist 
•Medical Assistant 

•Biller 
•Manager 

Please fax resume: 
(248)592-0706 

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST 
For Rochester Hills family 
practice. Full-Time, exc. pay & 
benefits. 1 yr. exp. necessary. 
Contact Rob: (248) 650-1520 

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST 
FT for busy Southfield 
internist office. Must have 2 
yrs. exp. working in medical 
office environment. Benefits & 
vacation time available. Please 
fax resume to: 248-358-2511 

MEDICAL. RECEPTIONIST, FT 
2 yrs. of Phlebotomy exp. for 
busy West Bloomfjeld office. 
References. (248) 855-5620 

PHYSICIANS 
WANTED 

SIGNSON BONUS 
Increased salary! Full 
time with full benefits. 
Excellent opportunity! No 
call or weekends. Internal 
medicine, family practice, 
& geriatric needed. 

Practice located in 
Southfield. 

Call 1-877-531-9955 

\'V^U^Phy.^'^ftsA-~^Xsi;'tk~«."' 

RECEPTIONISTS/ 
CONCIERGE 

West Bloomfield Nursing 
Center, an affiliate of Wm. 
Beaumont Hospital, has a 
full-time day position as our 
Concierge. We seek some­
one with multi phone line 
skills, enjoys working with 
the public and has some 
knowledge of the health 
care field. Hours are 8AM-
4:30PM Mon-Fri. with some 
holidays. Uniform provided. 
Fax resume to Ronda at: 

248-661-2276 or email at: 
rkuzmanovich® 

beaumonthospitals.com 

RN 
For Rochester Hills family 
practice. Full-Time. Exc. pay & 
benefits. 1 yr exp. necessary. 

Contact Rob: 248-650-1520 

Observer & Eccentric Classifieds 
Just a quick 
call away..... , 1L3ao, 

1-800-579-SELL' 

RN of LPN: 
Medilodge of Plymouth cur­
rently hiring RN or LPN for 
midnight shift. SNF experi­
ence preferred. 

All interested applicants 
please call: 734-453-3983 

RN 

The Village of Westland, a 
mission of Presbyterian 
Villages of Michigan, is 
looking for a part-time RN 
to work days in our 
Licensed Assisted Living 
Cottages. Experience with 
seniors in Assisted Living 
or Nursing home is a must. 
Qualified candidate must 
posses top notch RN skills 
with attention to detail, res­
ident centered care and 
ability to work every other 
weekend. Only qualified 
candidates need apply. No 
phone calls please. Send 
resume & qualifications to: 

HR Manager 
32001 Cherry Hill Road 

Westland, Ml 48186 
jfeasel@pvm.org 

RN's, LPN's 
& CNA's 
All Shifts. 

Westwood 
Nursing Center 

(313) 345-5000 x200 

Help Wanted-
Foorj/Beverage 

COOKS & WAIT STAFF 
Exp. req. Apply at: 

RAM'S HORN 
32435 Grand River, Farmington. 

call ciassitieas teaay? 

COOKS 
FULL& PART-TIME 

Nights & Weekends. 3 yrs. 
minimium exp. Apply in 

person Mon-Thurs. 2-4pm. 
44282 Warren Rd., Canton. 

Help Wanted-Sales 

ADVERTISING 
ACCOUNT 

EXECUTIVE 

We're looking for customer 
-centric, energetic, aggres­
sive account executives 
who can follow a solutions-
based strategy of sales 
with clients, have a proven 
ability to close sales and 
can think big to take their 
place as part of our 
Advertising team! 

• College degree or equiva­
lent work experience in 
field sales. 
• Proven sales track record. 
• Have impeccable commu­
nication skills. 
• Outstanding computer 
skills. 

We offer base + commis­
sion and benefits in a work 
environment that is stimu­
lating and fast-paced along 
with opportunities for 
career growth with Gannett 
Co. Inc. 

Email resumes to 
employment@dnps.com 

Fax to 313-496-4793 
Attn: 0E/HTW Sales 

EE0C 
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NEWSPAPERS 
HOMETOWN 

If the whole 
world is going 
to the dogs, 
you may as 
well have one 
of your own. 

Find® friend 
today 

in your 
CLASSIFIEDS 

Its All About Results0 

TO PUCE AN AD CALL: 

1-8004794ELL(73S5) 
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MILESTONES 

Larry and Joyce Arnold of Canton 

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 

Larry and Joyce Arnold of 
Canton celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary Nov. 14. 

The couple met at Scott High 
School in Toledo, Ohio, both 
graduating in 1956, and they 
were married on Nov. 14,1959 
at Glenwood Lutheran Church. 

Larry went on to receive his 
degree from the University 
of Toledo. They moved to 
Michigan in 1970, living in 
Plymouth for six years, and 
then settling in Canton where 
they still reside. 

The Arnolds have two chil­
dren, Laura (Ed) Wright and 
Jeff (Kellie) Arnold, and six 
grandsons, Erik, Brandon and 
Ben Wright and Kyle, Jason 
and Jake Arnold. They cel­
ebrated their anniversary with 
family. 

KOZIK-TEMPLETON 

Kristin Nicole Kosik and 
Ryan Lee Templeton were 
married Aug. 15, 2009 at the 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Plymouth. The Rev. Dr. James 
Skimins officiated. A recep­
tion followed at The Inn at St. 
John's in Plymouth. 

The bride, daughter of 
Richard arid Rosanne Kosik 
of Plymouth, graduated with 
an undergraduate and M.B.A. 
degree from University of 
Michigan in 2001 and 2007 
respectively and works in 
Marketing for Ford Motor 
Company. 

The groom, son of Darrell 
and Sandra Templeton of 
Middletown, Ohio, graduated 
from Ohio State University 
with a degree in electrical 
engineering in 2001 and works 
for automotive supplier, Vitec. 

Dawn Giszewski served 
as the matron of honor and 
Jacqueline Kosik, Robin 

_ _ _ _ _ _ 

Barbara Weiss of 
Farmington Hills and Stephen 
Schwagle of Royal Oak are 
pleased to announce the 
engagement of their daugh­
ter, Kellie Breanne, to Joseph 
Donald Wagner, son of Laurie 
Wagner of Plymouth and A. J. 
Wagner of Northville. 

The bride-to-be is a gradu­
ate of Mercy High School and 
the University of Michigan and 
is employed as a dental hygien-
ist in Chicago, 111. Her fiance 
is a graduate of Plymouth-
Canton High School and the 
University of Michigan, and 
is attending graduate school 
at the Kellogg School of 
Management at Northwestern 
University. He is a vice 

OLIVIA GRACE HELMICK 

Olivia Grace Helmick 
was born Sept. 23, 2009, at 
Beaumont Hospital Royal Oak. 

She weighed 8 pounds, 10 
ounces and measured 22.5 
inches. 

Proud parents are Joseph 
and Erin Helmick of 
Farmington Hills. 

Grandparents are Richard 
and Nina McEachin of Ann 
Arbor and Kenneth and Barb 
Helmick of Livonia., 

Larry and Joyce Arnold of Canton on 
their wedding day. 

u 1 • *; 

Kosik-Templeton 

Templeton, and Laura 
Mclntyre were bridesmaids. 

Jason Templeton was best 
man. Jody Templeton, Justin 
Kosik and Shane Eversole 
served as groomsmen. 

The couple took a hon­
eymoon trip to Greece and 
resides in Canton. 

Schwagle-Wagner 

president at P&M Corporate 
Finance in Chicago, 111. 

A September 2010 wedding 
is planned in Northville. 

Olivia Grace Helmick 

Check us out on the Web every day 
athometownlife.com 

Metroparks brighten 
holidays for children 

Add a special meaning to 
your next visit to a Huron-
Clinton Metropark - drop 
off a new, unwrapped toy to 
brighten a child's Christmas 
through the "Toys for Tots" pro­
gram. Starting Saturday, Nov. 
14, seven Metroparks and the 
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan 
Authority Administrative 
Office will serve as collection 
sponsors for the "Toys for Tots" 
program. Toys will be col­
lected through Sunday, Dec. 6, 
at Lake Erie, Kensington and 
Metro Beach Metroparks, and 
the Administrative Office; and 
through Sunday, Dec. 13, at 
Lower Huron, Hudson Mills, 
Indian Springs and Stony 
Creek Metroparks. 

New, unwrapped toys that 
have no violent connota­
tions maybe dropped off at 
park offices or the HCMA 
Administrative Office for this 
program, conducted annually 
by the United States Marine 
Corps Reserve to serve needy 
children in local communities. 

Donated toys will then be 
distributed to needy chil­
dren in Wayne, Oakland, 
Washtenaw and Macomb 
counties through local Marine 
distribution centers. Park visi­
tors and employees typically 
donate more than 4,000 toys 
each year at the Metropark col­
lection sites. 

Metropark drop-off centers: 
Administrative Office near 
Brighton, (800) 477-2757, 
Hudson Mills Metropark 
near Dexter/Ann Arbor, (800) 
477-3191, Indian Springs 
Metropark near White Lake, 
(800) 477-3192, Kensington 
Metropark near Milford/ 
Brighton, (800) 477-3178, 
Lake Erie Metropark in 
Brownstown, (800) 477-3189, 
Lower Huron Metropark 
near New Boston, (800) 477-
3182, Metro Beach Metropark 
near Mount Clemens, (800) 
477-3172, and Stony Creek 
Metropark near Rochester/ 
Washington Township, (800) 
477-7756. 

ucQurrioni 
launches 
HINlca 
center 

Got a question about the 
H1N1 flu virus? 

Beaumont Hospitals can 
help you identify flu symptoms 
and understand your treatment 
options through its toll-free, 
24-hour-a-day call center. . 
Beaumont registered nurses 
staff the center, which can be 
reached at (888) 375-H1N1 
(4161). 

Dr. Jedd Roe, chief of 
Emergency Medicine at 
Beaumont Hospital, also will 
respond to questions about 
HlNl flu during a live Web 
chat, 2-3 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
18, at www.beuamonthospitals. 
com. 

"The call center and Web 
chat will provide information 
to those who suspect that they 
or someone they care for have 
the flu," stated Roe. "We'll 
help them determine when 
home treatment is appropri­
ate and when they should see 
a physician or come into the 
Emergency Center for assess­
ment and treatment." 

Symptoms reported with 
this virus are similar to those 
experienced with the sea­
sonal flu, such as fever, sore 
throat, cough, body aches, 
headaches, chills and fatigue. 
Most people who have HlNl 
can recover without requir­
ing medical treatment. 
However, certain people are 
at higher risk of developing 
severe symptoms that require 
medical care and possibly 
hospitalization. According the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, these people 
include those who are: 

• age 25 or younger 
• are pregnant 
• have a chronic medical 

condition 
• have suppressed immune 

systems 
For more information about 

HlNl and the seasonal flu, go 
to www.beaumonthospitals. 
com. 

Obituaries, Memorials & Remembrances 

1-800-579-7355 • fax 313-496-4968 

View Passages Online; www,hometownlife.com 

JOHN K. "JACK" COTTON 
Age 86 of Birmingham, and 
formerly of Farmington, 
passed away on Sunday, 
November 8, 2009. He died 

at Borgess Medical Center in 
Kalamazoo from injuries suffered in a 
car crash on October 24th. Cotton was 
riding to the Wayne State University 
football game in Hillsdale when an 
approaching pickup truck crossed the 
centerline. The drivers of his car and 
the truck survived. Jack was born on 
October 17, 1923 in Penzance, 
Cornwall, England to John Kingsley 
Cotton, Sr. and Clara Cotton (nee 
Rowe). Jack came to Detroit as an 
infant and graduated from 
Northwestern High School in 1941, 
starring there in football and baseball. 
At Northwestern he met his future 
wife, Lois Urquhart. After spending 
two years enrolled at Wayne State, he 
joined the U.S. Army during WW II 
and saw action in the battles of Saipan 
and Okinawa in the central Pacific. He 
was wounded twice and received two 
Purple Hearts. While overseas Jack 
corresponded almost daily with Lois. 
In recent years he assembled those let­
ters, which were solicited by, and 
recently accepted for, a Library of 
Congress project about WW II veter­
ans. Following his service to his coun­
try, he returned to his education and 
graduated from Wayne State 
University. He was a football standout 
at Wayne before and after his army 
service and captain in 1946. He was 
named by Michigan State University 
to its all-opponent team. Jack and Lois 
married on September 21, 1946. Their 
wedding pictures show.Jack with a 
swollen lip and black eye from that 
day's game. Following graduation 
from Wayne State he stayed on and 
was hired as a teacher and coach. He 
remained a lifelong supporter of 
Wayne State University. In 1956, Jack 
became the first athletic director for 
Farmington Public Schools until he 
retired in 1983. He and his family 
resided in Farmington for more than 
50 years. During his tenure at 
Farmington, Jack was a statewide 
leader in interscholastic athletics and 

, physical education. He was proud he 
established one of the first physical 
education programs in the state for 
elementary grades and was an early 
proponent and leader in establishing 
girls' interscholastic competitive ath­
letics. Along the way he received 
every state award in his field and 
many national honors. After retire­
ment Jack and Lois remained extreme­
ly active, acquiring a private business 
and serving in numerous capacities for 
their church, civic organizations and 
Wayne State activities. Jack was also 
elected twice and served eight years 
on the Board of Education for 
Farmington Public Schools. Along 
with his wife, he is survived by their 
four children, Kingsley (Beverly), 
Leslie Helwig (Rick), Mary Anne 
Cotton (Alan Koles), and Laurie Dalin 
(Mike). He was also a very special 
uncle to Kathleen Gallagher Lewis. 
He was a proud grandfather of seven: 
Anne Drolet (Michael Petruzzi), Jack 
Drolet (Kavita), Lauren Allswede 
(Rusty), Alexander Cotton, Kate 
Larcom (Chris), Elizabeth Cotton, and 
Chase Dalin, and great-grandfather of 
Sophie Drolet and Madeleine 
Petruzzi. He is also survived by two 
cousins in England, Jack Searle and 
Carlotta Fiskin. He was preceded in 
death by a brother, Alex Cotton and a 
sister, Megan Gallagher. Family will 
receive friends at A.J. Desmond & 
Sons (Vasu, Rodgers & Connell 
Chapel) 32515 Woodward Ave. 
(between 13-14 Mile) Wednesday, 
November 11, 2009 from 2-8pm. A 
memorial service will be held on 
Thursday, 10:00 am on November 12, 
2009 at the First Presbyterian Church 
1669 W. Maple, Birmingham, MI 
48009. In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests memorials to either the 
church or to Wayne State University 
Athletic Department 5101 John C. 
Lodge, Detroit, MI 48202. 

ROBERT J. ~~ 
DEBENEDET, JR. 

Age 44, passed away on October 21, 
2009. Robert was a man who lived 
his life to the fullest. A devoted hus­
band, father, son, brother & uncle. 
Robert was working as Director of 
Southern Operations for the LaSalle 
Group in Buloxi Mississippi. 
Diagnosed with a rare form of cancer 
in late 2003, Robert never put his life 
on hold. After initial treatment, he 
continued to embrace the triumphs 
and the challenges that this world had 
to offer, living his life the way he 
always did. Continuing to be an 
example of the power of positve spir­
it, for his family and his many 
friends. Donations should be directed 
to: The DeBenedet Family Memorial 
Fund, c/o Aleda DeBenedet, PO Box 
87072, Canton, MI 48187. 

In Memory Of 

EDDIE L I E B E R T 

My best friend who went to be with the 
Lord on Monday November 2, 2009.1 
will always miss you until we meet 
again. - Bernard Miley 

KAREN L. M A G I 

November 8, 2009, age 67. Beloved 
wife of Vincent. Dear mother of Lisa 
(Jason) Davis. Grandmother of 
Sydney and Hunter. Visitation was 
held Thursday and Friday. Services 
were held Friday at the Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home, 280 South 
Main Street, Plymouth. Share your 
special thoughts and memories at 

www.schrader-howell.com 

W I L L I A M L. M U L L E N 

Died peacefully on the 
evening of November 7th at 
the Jupiter Medical Center. 
"Bill" was born on August 7, 

1915. He was raised in the southwest 
and educated at the University of 
Wichita. During World War II he was 
production manager of Woodward 
Company who manufactured precision 
airplane parts for fighter planes. After 
the war, Bill founded and was presi­
dent of Industrial Fuel Corporation. 
Upon retirement he began a cattle 
breeding venture at "Sherwood", a 
farm near Charlottesville, Virginia. 
After a second retirement, he and 
"Win" elected to spend their senior 
years at Lost Tree Village in North 
Palm Beach, Florida. There he 
became interested in community 
activities at the Lost Tree Club and 
served a term as president. Bill Loved 
golf and played at every opportunity. 
Sailing was another activity he truly 
enjoyed, first racing then cruising with 
his wife "Win" on their boat "The 
Wilwin". He is survived by his wife 
Winifred Teare Mullen, and daughters 
Christine, Amy and Wendy. He will be 
sorely missed as a great contributor to 
the betterment of life for those around 
him and his beloved country. He was a 
man of great intelligence, integrity, 
and wit, much loved by all. 

Arrangements entrusted to: 
Aycock Funeral Home 

1112 Military Trail 
Jupiter, Florida 

MISS JEANNETTE 
MCCLINTOCK NICOL 

Age 90, passed away 11/5/09 in 
Sarasota, FL. She was born on 
3/16/1919 in Detroit, and grew up in 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. She 
attended Brookside, Kingswood, 
Grier School, and Wellesley. College, 
volunteered for many years at the 
Detroit League for the Handicapped, 
and was a longtime member of the 
Junior League of Sarasota. In 1955, 
she joined her parents, Frank & Elsie 
Nicol, on Longboat Key, FL, and 
cared for them until their passing. She 
is survived by her nephew, Dwight 
McClintock Moore and his wife 
Diana, of Spring, Texas, and is pre­
ceded in death by her parents, her sis­
ter Clara Childs Nicol Moore, and 
nephew Alfred Cleon Moore, Jr. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial contribu­
tions may be made in her name to the 
charity of your choice. At her request, 
no services are planned. 

MERCEDES HEINJEN 
RAKESTRAW 

Age 91, of Columbia, MO, formerly 
of Birmingham, November 9, 2009. 
Beloved wife of the late Dr. William 
Charles Rakestraw, DVM. Loving 
mother of Patricia Cowden (Dr. John 
Williams Cowden). Grandmother of 
Catherine Cowden Fox (Gregory), 
William (Tracy), Thomas (Elizabeth), 
John David (Suzanne), Michael 
(Nancy), Daniel (April), and Christine 
Cowden Collie (Brian). Great-grand­
mother of 34. Funeral Mass was held 
Saturday at St. Hugo of the Hills Stone 
Chapel, Bloomfield Hills. Memorial 
tributes to the Capuchin Soup Kitchen, 
1820 Mt. Elliott Ave., Detroit, MI 
48207 or Catholic Social Services of 
Oakland County, 1424 E. Eleven Mile 
Road, Royal Oak, MI 48067. A. J. 
Desmond & Sons (248) 362-2500. 
View obituary and share memories at 
www.DesmondFuneralHome.com 
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JOSEPH ROHATYNSKI 
November 8, 2009, age 88. 
Member of the Company I, 
123rd , Infantry, 33rd 
Division of the U.S. Army, 

serving in the Pacific Theater during 
World War II. Beloved husband of the 
late Gladys. Dear father of Linda J. 
Scussel, Joanne (Kurt) Seifert, 
Therese Eaves, Karen Ward and 
Joseph (Tammy) Rohatynski Jr. Also 
leaves 11 grandchildren and 11 great­
grandchildren. Visitation was held at 
the Schrader-Howell Funeral Home, 
280 South Main Street, Plymouth. A 
Funeral Mass was held on Thursday 
morning at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Catholic Church, Plymouth. 

CHESTER T. 'CHET' 
SOLOWIEJ 

Age 85, long-time resident of 
Plymouth, passed away November 8, 
2009 at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital 
with his family at his bedside. 
Beloved husband of 65 years to Irene. 
Loving father of Richard A. (Cheryl) 
, Glenn E. (Cheryl) and the late 
Daniel C. Proud grandfather of Scott 
(Anna), Sean, Eliza, Steven, Jordan 
(Sarah) and Nicole. Great grandfather 
of Thomas, Benjamin and Lucia. Chet 
will always be remembered for his 
friendly spirit, his charming and gre­
garious nature, and his instantly rec­
ognizable baritone voice. Chet was a 
benevolent and trusted member of his 
family, his community and his neigh­
borhood. Active for many years as a 
leader in the Boy Scouts of America, 
long-time volunteer at the Plymouth 
Library, and decades long member of 
the Plymouth Lions Club, Chet 
believed in and practiced "community 
service" and helping those in need. 
Son, brother, husband, father, grand­
father, great grandfather, uncle, stu­
dent, veteran, humanitarian, friend, 
colleague, mentor and advisor, are all 
worthy titles earned by this lovable 
man of honor. Services were held on 
November 11, 2009 from the 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home, 
Plymouth. Memorials may be made to 
the Plymouth Lions Foundation P.O. 
Box 701159, Plymouth, MI 48170 or 
to the Charity of your choice. Share 
memories at schrader-howell.com 

HARRY MELVIN 
THOMPSON 

Age 92 of Farmington Hills, Michigan, 
formerly of Livonia, Michigan, passed 
away November 10, 2009. Born in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada, he 
graduated from the University of 
Saskatchewan with a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. He served as 
an officer in the Royal Canadian Air 
Force in World War II and then came 
home to marry his wife, Jean Elizabeth 
Edwards (deceased). He was the 
beloved father of Peggy (Norm) 
Schmidt of Farmington Hills, 
Michigan, and Bobbie (Gary) Steinke 
of Martin, Tennessee, and the loving 
grandfather of Geoffrey Schmidt 
(Hayley Weiss) of Cleveland, Ohio, 
and Megan Schmidt of Farmington 
Hills. Harry was a gregarious, loving 
man with a great sense of humor, an 
effective leader, and a strong believer 
in service to his community. He had a 
passion for hockey, curling, football, 
classical music, reading, current 
affairs, and traveling. A long-time res­
ident of Livonia, Michigan, he was 
Livonia's Citizen of the Year in 1987. 
He coordinated the AARP tax center, 
volunteered at the senior citizen center, 
worked in the Cass Corridor on home 
rehabilitation, and was an active mem­
ber of the Plymouth United Methodist 
Church. His memorial service will be 
Friday November 20, 2009 at 1:30 
p.m. at Plymouth United Methodist 
Church. Contributions may be made to 
the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation, the American Heart 
Association, or the American 
Alzheimer's Association. 

JUDITH M. WORKEY 
Of Warren, Mich. November 1, 2009, 
Age 66. Arrangements by Simple 
Funerals. Phone: 248-227-1954 or 
www. S impleFuneralsInMichigan.com 
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Children's Hospital of Michigan Auxiliary offers this colorful holiday card 
with the greeting 'Capture the Joy this holiday season/ 

Beaumont Hospital's Integrative Medicine program offers this card with art 
by a 17-year cancer survivor. 

An exceptional home-tike setting for 
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering, 

Memory Impaired and Alzheimer's residents. 

-24 Hour Professional Staffing 
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free 
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day 
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard 

Planned Activities 
Beauty & Barber Shop 
On Call Nurse Practitioner 
Medication Management 
Incontinence Management 

CANTON 

Located at 8121 Lilley 
be tween Joy & Warren Roads 

Cards for a cause 
Send holiday wishes and 
benefit a local charity 

You can help spread the mis­
sion of your favorite charity 
by buying and sending holiday 
greeting cards this year. 

The card designs run the 
gamut — from children's art 
to photography — and support 
missions that involve health, 
pets, food assistance, and 
more. 

Here's a list of some of the 
organizations offering greet­
ings this season: 

ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION-
GREATER MICHIGAN CHAPTER 

The organization has a vari­
ety of holiday card designs, 
with 45 percent of the pro­
ceeds benefitting Alzheimer's 
research and support. Most 
cards cost $27 for a box of 25; 
some are $31. Designs range 
from a whimsical polar bear 
clutching a candy cane to a 
manger scene. For all designs, 
you can select a verse, font and 
text color. To view all designs 
and order, visit www.alz.org/ 
gmc. For more information, 
call (248) 351-0280. 

BAND OF ANGELS 
A set of 12 holiday cards and 

envelopes cost $12 and feature 
a photo of a girl planting a hol­
iday kiss on a boy in front of 
a Christmas tree. The greet­
ing reads "May your Holiday's 
be filled with life's simple 
gifts." Buy them through the 
organization's Web site, www. 
bandofangels.com. Band of 
Angels advocates and educates 
on behalf of people with Down 
syndrome, autism and other 
disabilities. (248) 377-9308 

BEAUMONT HOSPITAL 
Beaumont Hospital's 

Integrative Medicine pro­
gram is selling a card that will 
benefit programs for cancer 
patients at the hospital. The 
card, showing an angel hold­
ing a candle, is available in 
packs of 10 for $15.90 ($15 
for the cards plus 90 cents 

mi- i 
l i l l f l 

^iiillllfe^" *** / 
illllllllM"it^£"~ ~** \ 
|::|||i;ipiliiliii:i:::^ ̂ :-̂L ,, f 

" > > » • > - - -

S | ^ • » " "» , % " * 

| | | | | | | | f f i | 

iliilBli ¥ 
iPl 

,- ., , i 

Spice up your holiday greetings with 
this card from the Forgotten Harvest 
collection. 

tax). All proceeds from the 
cards, minus printing costs, 
will benefit programs for 
Beaumont cancer patients. To 
order, call (248) 551-9990 or 
visit the Integrative Medicine 
program, suite 304 of the 
Beaumont Cancer Center, at 
Beaumont Hospital, in Royal 
Oak. Beaumont's Integrative 
Medicine program offers 
treatment to supplement stan­
dard therapy. Services include 
clinical massage, medical acu­
puncture, naturopathy, Reiki, 
healing touch, guided imagery, 
yoga and meditation. 

CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL OF 
MICHIGAN 

The Children's Hospital of 
Michigan Auxiliary holiday 
card, featuring a colorful pic­
ture of a child with open arms 
in the snow, is available in 
packs of 20 for $20. The greet­
ing reads "Capture the Joy this 
holiday season." Children's 
Hospital of Michigan 
Auxiliary holiday cards can be 
personalized with the sender's 
name for an additional cost. 
The cards are available online 
at www.childrensdmc.org/ 
giftshop. Donation cards also 

CATCH THE BUS TO 
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For locations & reservations call Blue Lakes Charters 5 Tours 

866-2-ROLLEM [866-276-5536] 
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The Michigan Humane Society card offers the greeting 'May all your wishes 
come true this holiday season.' 

This is one of the 11 holiday card designs available through Seedlings Braille 
Books for Children. 

are available to remember 
someone special. For a mini­
mum donation of $5 per card, 

the donor will receive a card 

Please see CARDS, B7 
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Arthritis j o ^ y 
JOSEPH J. WEISS, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY 

18829 Farmington Road 
Livonia, Michigan 48152 
Phone:(248)478-7860 

TUC AOOlZMIiiyQE M1Q TUC pMU 

In arthritis, there is no relation between the amount of fluid and the amount of pain. 
A person with arthritis of the hands, shoulder, knee or ankles may be experiencing pain, 
but may have no fluid an its accompanying swelling as evidence of an impaired joint. 

The same problem occurs with sore muscles. If the overlying skin is not red or the 
arm and leg does not look swollen, an observer could comment that "you look alright, 
when in fact "you" were far from well. 

Doctors take this discrepancy into account when learning about the arthritic 
problem and then examining the areas of pain. How a person moves a joint is as 
important as what the individual says about the place and intensity of the pain. 

At times, but not always, laboratory work and x-rays may provide information that 
reveals what questioning and examination did not bring out. However, doctors are wary 
of laboratory and imaging results as the findings are often irrelevant. An x-ray may 
show a change in a knee or ankle, but the doctor often knows that the abnormal finding 
on the image has little to do with patient's present pain. The same possible disconnect 
can occur between laboratory findings and the problem confronting doctor and patient. 

When a patient has pain and nothing shows, the doctor is challenged in both 
diagnosis and treatment. Patients are also challenged to keep their composure and 
maintain a good outlook while time and investigation takes it course to a solution. 

V. www.drj jweiss.yourmd.com OE08679281 
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online at hometownlife.com NEIGHBORS Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, November 15,2009 (WGcReLCP) B7 

CARDS 
FROM PAGE B6 

acknowledging the gift. For more infor­
mation, contact the Children's Hospital of 
Michigan Auxiliary at (313) 745-0962. 

Founded in 1949, the Auxiliary raises funds 
to assist various departments and programs 
at the Children's Hospital of Michigan. 

FORGOTTEN HARVEST 
The organization's holiday cards feature 

whimsical food-related designs that help 
relate Forgotten Harvest's mission to col­
lect and distribute prepared and perish­
able foods to emergency food providers in 
metro Detroit. In addition to its Season's 
Greetings design showing a salt shaker 
filled with snow flakes, Forgotten Harvest 
also is selling "Peas on Earth" and "Berry 
Christmas" cards. Cards and envelopes 
are sold in packs of 25 for $23, with 
100 percent of the purchase benefitting 
Forgotten Harvest. Single cards are avail­
able for $1. Place orders at (248) 967-1500 
or visit www.forgottenharvest.org. 

LEADER DOGS FOR THE BLIND 
The cards, showing a photo of a Leader 

Dog pup, include greetings in print and 
Braille. They sell for $20 for 20 cards/22 
envelopes. Buy them with a credit card 
through the organization's Web site at 
www.leaderdog.org or in person from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, in 
the lobby of Leader Dogs' administration 
building, located at Avon and Rochester 
Roads in Rochester Hills. Leader Dogs 
provides dog guides to people who are 
blind and visually impaired to enhance 
their mobility, independence and quality 
of life. Each year, more than 270 students 
attend a 26-day residential training pro­
gram to be paired with a dog guide. It also 
offers Trekker training and orientation 
and mobility training. (248) 651-9011. 

MICHIGAN HUMANE SOCIETY 
MHS 2009 holiday cards are avail­

able in one style. The cover illustration, 
donated by Skidmore Studio, features a 
dog and cat who excitedly receive the best 
holiday gift of all — a warm, safe, loving 
home. Each box of 15 cards and 16 enve­
lopes costs $12.95. Proceeds will benefit 
the more than 100,000 animals MHS 
cares for each year. Buy the cards through 
the MHS online store at www.shopm.ichi-
ganhumane.org or by calling the MHS 
Shop Line at (800) 866-9189,24 hours 
a day. The Michigan Humane Society 
(MHS) is a private, nonprofit organization 
that's working to end companion animal 
homelessness. For more information, call 
(866) MHUMANE or visit www.michi-
ganhumane.org. 

Band of Angels offers support for families of 
individuals with Down syndrome, autism and 
other disabilities. Its 2009 holiday card offers the 
greeting 'May your holidays be filled with life's 
simple gifts.' 

Leader Dogs for the Blind is selling this holiday 
card with the photo of 'Blackjack/ taken by a 
Wisconsin woman who raised him through the 
organization's puppy program. The inside of the 
card includes a message about the dog, as well as 
a greeting in both print and Braille. 

NEW HOPE CENTER FOR GRIEF SUPPORT 
Two designs are available, both done by 

"artists" from the organization's KIDZ 

program. The cards will be available in 
packages of 20 cards and envelopes for 
$20 each and $13 will be tax deductible. 
One is a manger scene and the other is 
a Christmas tree. Have them shipped at 
an additional charge or stop by the office 
at 315 Griswold, Northville and pick 
them up. To order, call (248) 348-0115. 
Proceeds to benefit grief support pro­
grams throughout southeast Michigan. 

RIGHT TO UFE-LIFESPAN 
Christmas cards are available in two 

designs. The Baby King is a watercolor 
rendition of the first Christmas in blue 
and gold, showing the Infant Jesus, 
Mary, Joseph and the Three Kings. A 
gold foil-lined envelope is included. Cost 
is $16 per box of 20. The other design, 
Mother and Child, depicts Mary hold­
ing the baby Jesus in her arms and is 
framed with an embossed foil border. 
Mary's robe and the background colors 
are shades of blue'and beige. Cost is $16 
per box of 20. Other cards from previ­
ous years are available in packs of 10. 
Call (248) 478-8878 or visit the office at 
29200 Vassar St., Suite 545, Livonia. The 
organization was established in 1970, 
and is the largest and oldest pro-life 
organization in southeastern Michigan, 
serving Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and 
Livingston Counties. 

SEEDLINGS BRAILLE BOOKS FOR 
CHILDREN 

The Livonia-based nonprofit organiza­
tion offers holiday greeting cards in 11 
designs. New this year, Seedlings is offer­
ing two sizes of holiday cards — favorites 
from past years and a new smaller size. 
Once again, the holiday cards are cre­
ated by Pumpernickel Press and priced 
at $16 per box of 16 large cards and $10 
per box of 10 smaller cards. All designs 
are fine art embossed cards, made from 
premium grade, environment-friendly 
recycled paper, printed with soy inks and 
made in the USA — including the packing 
material. The cards are also packaged by 
occupational training workshop patrons. 
Buy cards from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, at the Seedlings' office, 
14151 Farmington Road, Livonia. Call 
(734) 427-8552 for directions and more 
information. Visit its Web site, www. 
seedlings.org/donate.php, for a look at 
some of its new card designs. Seedlings 
Braille Books for Children is dedicated 
to increasing the opportunity for braille 
literacy by providing high quality, low cost 
children's literature in braille bringing the 
gift of literacy to blind children locally 
and around the world. 

- Compiled by Sharon Dargay 

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
ADULT STORYTIME 

Listen to a few good tales 
at TELLABRATION 2009, a 
world-wide storytelling event 
with a session Friday, Nov. 20, 
at the Livonia 
Civic Center 
Library. 

Storytellers 
from all 
around the 
world across 
six continents, 
in 44 states 
and 14 foreign 
countries will 
get together 
on this same 
weekend and 
invite the pub­
lic to listen to 
their tales. 

The Detroit 
Story League Mary Masson is one of the featured 
and the Livonia storytellers at TELLEBRATION 2009. 
Civic Center 
Library sponsor the Livonia 
TELLABRATION 2009 gath­
ering from 7-9 p.m., at the 
library, 32777 Five Mile, east 
of Farmington Road. 

This year's performers are 
Detroit Story League members 
Carolyn Graves, Margaret 
Lockard, Mary Masson and 
Barbara Shapiro. Dorenn 
Lawton is the Maestro and 
will introduce the storytellers. 

Tickets are $5.00 at the 
door and include storytelling, 
refreshments and door prizes. 

women educators of The 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International convened last 
month in Livonia for a fall con­
ference. 

Delta Kappa 
Gamma is a 
professional 
honor society 
for women 
educators. It's 
established 
in 50 states, 
17 countries 
and has more 
than 110,000 
members. Its 
mission is pro­
moting profes­
sional and per­
sonal growth 
of women 
educators and 
excellence in 
education. 

Members 

HONOR SOCIETY GATHERS 
More than 130 Michigan 

participated in a variety of pro­
fessional development and per­
sonal growth activities ranging 
from technology training at 
Schoolcraft College's state of 
the art computer lab to a neu-
roscience session designed to 
help teachers teach more effec­
tively. Many sessions offered 
the women the opportunity to 
earn SB-CEUs (State Board 
of Education Continuing 
Education Units). Tom Grace, 
a former Livonia resident and 
author of five thrillers, includ­
ing The Secret Cardinal, was 
the keynote speaker. 

GARDEN CALENDAR 

If you have an item for the garden 
calendar, submit it at least two 
weeks prior to the event to Sharon 
Dargay at sdargay@hometownlife. 
com. 

At English Gardens 
Holiday "how to" week­

ends will be held noon to 4 
p.m., Nov. 15 and Nov. 21-
22. Experts will conduct 15 
minute demonstrations on 
a variety of topics, includ­
ing: Make a bow, magnifi­

cent mantles, holiday lights, 
holiday wreaths, top 10 tips 
for lifelike trees, decorating 
a Christmas tree, holiday 
light tips and decorating an 
entrance. 

Area stores are at 155 N. 
Maple, Ann Arbor, (734) 
332-7900; 22650 Ford 
Road in Dearborn Heights, 
(313) 278-4433; and 6370 
Orchard Lake Road, in West 
Bloomfield; (248) 851-7506. 
For information, log onto 
www.EnglishGardens.com. 

Expert Care Close to Home 
Same or Next Day Appointments Available 

Alberto Aviles, M.D. 
Plastic Surgeon 
5641 W. Maple Road 
West Bloomfield 
26850 Providence Pkwy 
Ste250 
Novi 
Phone: 248-538-3020 
www.dralbertoaviles.com 

Fellowship-trained hand and 
reconstructive plastic surgeon 
experienced in a wide range of surgical and microsurgical 
services including: advanced techniques for breast 
reconstruction and enhancement, surgical correction for hand 
and wrist problems, body contouring procedures such as 
abdominoplasty and liposuction and procedures to rejuvenate 
and enhance facial appearance. 

Robert Zaid, D.O. 
Family Medicine 
PrimeCare of Novi 
39555 W. 10 Mile Road 
Ste 302 
Novi 
Phone:248-426-7200 
www.primecareofmi.com 

Passionate about developing 
relationships with his patients and 
values friendly, open 
communication. Dr. Zaid provides complete care for the entire 
family with special interest in childhood asthma, dermatology, 
diabetes and osteopathic manipulation. 

Rebecca Studinger, 
M.D., M.S. 
Plastic, Cosmetic and 
Reconstructive Surgeon 

26850 Providence Pkwy 
Ste 125 
Novi 
3270 W. Big Beaver 
Ste 415 
Troy 
Phone: 248-305-8400 
Fellowship trained in microsurgical reconstruction and 
specialty trained in lymphatic reconstruction for lymphedema. 
Dr. Studinger offers the most advanced breast reconstructive 
procedures and a full range of cosmetic procedures such as 
tummy tucks, face lifts, brow lifts, breast augmentation, Botox 
and facial fillers. 

Kelly Burke, M.D. 
Obstetrics & Gynecology 

26850 Providence Pkwy 
Ste 315 
Novi 
Phone: 248-465-4340 
www.yourobgyns.com 

Committed to listening to patient 
concerns Dr. Burke provides the 
highest quality care for women of all 
generations. A background in 
social work and medicine blends to provide compassionate 
obstetrical and gynecological care with a special focus on 
adolescent gynecology and minimally invasive surgery. 

A. Damadi, M.D. 
Colorectal Surgeon 
26850 Providence Pkwy 
Ste 425 
Novi 
22250 Providence Dr. 
Ste 702 
Southfield 
Phone: 248-557-9650 

Specialized in colonoscopy, 
cancer screenings, minimally 
invasive management of diverticulitis 
treatment of hemorrhoids. 

colorectal cancer and 

Todd Frush, M.D. 
Orthopaedic Surgeon 
26750 Providence Pkwy 
Ste 200 
Novi 
22250 Providence Drive 
Ste 401 
Southfield 
Phone:248-349-7015 
www.porrettacenter.com 

Fellowship trained in sports 
medicine and orthopaedic surgery. Coordinates care with other 
physicians, physical therapists, and athletic trainers. 
Specializes in arthroscopic surgery, knee replacements, 
cartilage restoration, rotator cuff repair, knee ligament 
reconstruction, tennis elbow and other sports related injuries. 

Mubashir Sabir, M.D. 
General and Bariatric Surgeon 

26850 Providence Pkwy 
Ste 460 
Novi 
Phone: 248-662-4272 
27483 Dequindre 
Ste 204 
Madison Heights 
Phone:866-823-4458 
www.stjohnweightloss.com 

Fellowship trained in bariatric surgery at University Medical 
Center at Princeton and performing bariatric and general 
surgery since 2005, Dr. Sabir offers a full range of 
surgery services to his patients. His special interest is 
bariatric surgery which he offers as part of St. John 
Weight Loss, a Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence. 

SriOHN 
HEALTH -s 
SYSTEM 

A 

Madhuri Gudipaty, 
M.D. 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

26850 Providence Pkwy 
Ste 500 
Novi 
Phone: 248-662-4388 
www.womensdocs.com 

Dedicated to providing 
comprehensive women's health 
care including pregnancy, child 
birth, menstrual problems and menopause management with 
an emphasis on wellness through annual physicals, pap 
smears, breast exams, and preventive medicine. 

PROVIDENCE 

Susan Lyons, 
M.D., Ph.D. 
Oncology and Hematology 

47601 Grand River 2 South 
Novi 
Phone: 248-344-2000 
22301 Foster Winter Drive 
Ste 200 
Southfield 
Phone: 248-552-0620 
www. newlandmedical .com 

Dedicated to providing optimal, state of the art and 
progressive care for cancer and hematologic conditions. 
Combines vast research and clinical experience to provide 
maximal benefit for her patients while focusing on quality of 
life. 
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Do your research 
before hiring air 
duct cleaners 

Appliance 
Doctor 

Joe Gagnon 

The writing of this column 
is very dear to my heart 
and so are the questions 

I receive from the readers. 
The following is a very com­
mon one asked whenever 
I am in front of the public 
and it deserves a very candid 
response. 

Larry 
writes: "Hello 
Joe, I am writ­
ing for some 
recommenda­
tions regarding 
furnace duct 
cleaning com-

_____ panies. I have 
been research­
ing them and 
am a bit con­
fused about all 
the price dif­
ferences. I have 

researched two of them online 
and one company is saying 
$250 for their premium service 
and the other is saying $550 
for their premium service. One 
is registered with the BBB and 
has not had a complaint ever. 
The other one I can't find any­
thing on. Of course the lower 
price company is the one that 
has no information on them. 

"I am trying to make an edu­
cated decision on a good thor­
ough cleaning of all my homes 
ducts. Our home was built 
in 2000 and we purchased 
it from the original owner in 
2002. Since this is our sev­
enth year in the home we have 
decided that it is about time to 
get a good duct cleaning. Do 
you have a company that you 
have worked with in the past 
that you can refer? Thank you, 
Larry." 

Well Larry, let me first off 
praise you for doing some 
very necessary research on an 
industry that employs some 
very unscrupulous characters. 
There are thousand of these 
companies across America 
that rip off consumers right 
and left and they prosper 

because not everyone goes to 
the trouble of checking them 
out like you're doing. You most 
likely get coupons in the mail 
or hear advertising and see the 
low bottom price which tends 
to capture most homeowners. 
The most common route for 
these companies is the phone 
call which touts their special 
low price — which I get every 
few weeks at my home. They're 
aggressive and they know just 
what to say to frighten most 
people. These sorts of air duct 
cleaning companies that I refer 
to will not do the job prop­
erly and may stir up some real 
problems in the quality of the 
air you breathe. 

It takes three to four hours 
for a quality air duct company 
to do the job properly and the 
cost is usually from $350-
$450 for the standard home. 
These companies can take 
a camera and send it down 
the air ducts to show you the 
before and after appearance 
and believe me, what you see 
will make you wonder why you 
didn't get it done sooner. 

You should also go to the 
Internet and look up air duct 
cleaning associations such 
as nadca.com. Most of the 
good guys in this business 
are a member of such groups 
who monitor complaints very 
closely. As a member they must 
follow stringent policy to keep 
their membership and as for 
the crooks in this industry, 
they do nothing but tarnish 
the image of a great industry 
that does so much good for 
homeowners. As for whom I 
know and trust you can drop 
me a note at the e-mail address 
listed and I will be more than 
happy to give you a name that 
you can trust. 

Joe Gagnon can be heard at 8 a.m., 
Saturdays on WAAM1600 and Sundays 
at 2 p.m. on WDTK1400. You cane-
mail your problems and questions on 
appliances to appldr@twmi.rr.com. 

Pet lovers can help military, attend 
animal expo at the same time 

Mutts & Mutts Rescue 
League of Redford is holding 
its third annual collection 
for military men and women 
who are serving oversees. 

The organization also 
needs items for its K-9 Off 
Base Program that takes 
care of pets while their own­
ers serve abroad. 

The collection drive is con­
tinuing through December 
at Flagstar Bank, 3233 
Fairlane Drive, Allen Park, 
(313) 271-6653; National 
Storage Center, 9120 N. 
Telegraph, Redford, (313) 
537-5378; and Wheat and 
Rye Bar and Grill, 8120 
N. Telegraph, Dearborn 
Heights, (313) 908-1424. 

Donna Law, of Mutts and 
Mutts Rescue League, sug­
gests these items for overseas 
military: travel size hand 
sanitizer, tissues, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shampoo, 
gum, deodorant for both 
men and women, pre-pack­
aged vitamins, lip balm, 
baby wipes, playing cards, 
hard candy, AT&T call­
ing cards, powdered drink 
mixes, Turns, sunscreen, 
eye drops, topical ointment, 
cough drops, zip-lock style 
baggies in medium and large 
sizes. 

Law also welcomes hand­
written letters and drawn 
pictures from youngsters for 
service men and women. 

The K-9 Off Base Program 
needs 13-gallon garbage 
bags, paper towels, bleach, 
Pedigree small bites dog 
food, Pedigree chopped beef 
can food, Pro plan chicken 
& rice dog food, Pro plan 
lamb & rice dog food, used 
and new collars and leashes, 
blankets, sheets, rugs, 
squeaky toys for cats or dogs, 
dog and cat bowls, newspa­
pers and dog pillows. 

The organization currently 

Dogs aren't the only agility athletes. Cats compete in the sport, too. They'll 
demonstrate their abilities at the Michigan Family Pet Expo, Friday-Sunday, 
Nov. 20-22, at the Rock Financial Showplace. 

taking photos of the animals, 
bleach, phone cards and 
Costco or Sam's Club gift 
certificates. 

All donations are tax 
deductible. Monetary dona­
tions may be sent to Mutts 
& Mutts, P.O. Box 40386, 
Redford, MI 48240. For 
more information, call Law 
at (313) 778-2262 or e-mail 
dmuttsmuts@aol.com. 

TRAINED FELINES AND MORE 
Yes, cats can jump through 

hoops and walk over ladders 
just as easily as their canine 
counterparts. The Great 
Lakes Area Cat Enthusiasts 
(G.L.A.C.E.) will show off its 
trained feline athletes during 
the International Cat Agility 
tournament, Michigan 
Family Pet Expo, Friday-
Sunday, Nov. 20-22 at Rock 
Financial Showplace in Novi. 

Expo visitors will see doz­
ens felines finessing their 
way through an obstacle 
course of tunnels, fences, 
hoops and ladders as their 
owners encourage them on 

ET PROJECTS 

has three dogs in its K-9 Off 
Base Program. 

Mutts & Mutts Rescue 
League, founded in 1997, 
aims to provide a safe haven 
for unwanted animals, which 
are fostered in members' 
homes until they are adopt­
ed. It also has a wish list of 
items: blankets, rugs, towels, 
dog kennels, dog houses and 
hay for its outreach program, 
used wood privacy fence 
panels, dog and cat crates, 
dog and cat canned and dry 
food, leashes and collars of 
all sizes, a digital camera for 

with toy birds and dragon-
flies dangling from the end 
of small wooden poles. 

G.L.A.C.E., based in 
Okemos, awards cash prizes 
to owners of cats that dem­
onstrate the fastest times 
with the least number of 
mistakes. Some cats may 
qualify for international 
agility titles and certificates. 
"People are always amazed 
when we talk about train­
ing cats," stated G.L.A.C.E. 
President Susan Lee. 
"Actually, cats are more like 
horses than dogs on the agil­
ity course. They look ahead 
to the next obstacle much 
like a horse will look ahead 
to the next jump." 

In addition to cat agility, 
the Michigan Family Pet 
Expo will offer entertain­
ment by Johnny Peers and 
his 14 trained dogs, demon­
strations by the Rick-N-Roll 
K-9s Performance Team 
with Frisbee catching, dog­
gie limbo and other ath­
letic feats, dock jumping by 
Ultimate Air Dogs, pet adop­
tions, a farm animal petting 
zoo, Paws With a Cause dem­
onstrations, and more. 

Show hours are 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Nov. 20, 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Nov. 21, and 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., -Nov. 22. Admission 
is $9 for adults and $5 for 
children (ages 3-12). Parking 
is $5. Get $1 off regular 
adult admission by visiting 
www.PetMichigan.com or by 
bringing a can or bag of pet 
food to the show. Food dona­
tions benefit local shelters 
and rescue groups. (One dis­
count offer per adult, offers 
cannot be combined.) 

Rock Financial Showplace 
is at 46100 Grand River 
Ave., south of the 1-696 
Expressway, in Novi. For 
more information, go to 
www.petmichigan.com. 

Topics Include 

® Are you a candidate for nariairic surgery/ 

•How do the various types ol bariatric-surgery worl? 

• Benefits and risks of surgery. 

• Diet and Ufestyte changes as a result 

of bariatric surgery. 
[What to-expect from a physician consultation. 

• Question and answer session. 

Tuesday, November 3.2009 
Providence Hospital - Southfield Medical Building Room 8C 

Wednesday, November 18,2009 
Providence Park Outpatient Center (SE entrance) Room A 

Wednesday December 2,2009 
Farmington Hills Medical Center Conference Room 

All seminars are from 6-30 pm to 8.00 pm. 

Pre-Registration is required. 

Call 1-846-823--4458 or go to www,stjshnwei|htloss.coii! to register 

Car Loan-
Up to 72 Months 

buf Friend for Uie 

New or Used 

Offer Good November 1 -30 Only, so hurry! 

OS 11 i o4.o__.0-U i Uu 

www.parksidecu.org 

Some restrictions do apply. Ask branch for details. 

*Annual Percentage Rate. Rate based on credit score and for a term up to 72 months. 
Offer not valid on existing Parkside loans. 

http://hometownlife.com
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Religion calendar items appear on 
Thursdays on a space available basis. 
To submit an item, e-mail sdargay© 
hometownlife.com or write: Religion 
Calendar, Observer Newspapers, 615 
W. Lafayette-2nd Level, Detroit, Ml 
48226, Attn: Sharon Dargay. Item 
must include the venue address and 
phone number and any admission 
costs for events. Items must be sub­
mitted at least a week in advance of 
publication. For a complete listing 
online, go to hometownlife.com. 

Concert 
The preimiere of a new work, "Wild 
a Dream" is scheduled for 7 p.m., 
Sunday, Nov. 15, at Ward Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church, 40000 Six Mile, 
Northville. The music is by local com­
poser Carmen Cavallero. The concert 
includes songs by Stephen Forster 
and other American composers. It is 
presented by the Birmingham-First 
Chamber Choir directed by Tom 
Trenney. There is no admission 
charge and child care is provided 
through age 4. For more information 
call Lillian Mobley at (248) 374-5928. 

Food drive 
Kenwood Church of Christ, 20200 
Merriman, Livonia, is taking reserva­
tions for its Thanksgiving food dis­
tribution. Interested parties should 
call the church (248) 476-8222) from 

9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday to set up a reservation 
and time to pick up jood on Nov. 21. 
The church is collecting food items 
from members and the commu­
nity through Nov. 15. Items include 
instant potatoes, noodles, canned 
corn, peas, green beans, cranberry 
sauce, gravy, biscuit mix, jello, and 
boxed cookie mix. Community mem­
bers can leave items at any time in 
the donation box under the canopy 
at the church's front entrance. 

Mass for widowed 
Widowed Friends invites widowed men 
and women to celebrate Mass together 
and stay for refreshments and fellowship 
on Sunday, Nov. 15, at St. Thomas a'Becket 
Church, 555 S. Lilley Road, just south of 
Cherry Hill, in Canton. Check in by 2:15 
p.m.; Mass at 2:30, p.m. Meet new friends 
in a safe, friendly setting. Call Pat at (734) 
459-5508 or Justine at (734) 455-6939 
with any questions. 

NOV.19-25 
Chili cook-off 
« 11a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 21, at St. John 

Lutheran Church, 23225 Gill, Farmington 
Hills. This is a fund-raiser to support the 
church's "Rebuilding Together Oakland 
County" effort, assist church youth in 
attending their statewide retreat and 
defray material costs for Lutheran World 
Relief Quilts. Participants may choose 
from a variety of chili dishes, take home 
items from the bake sale and bid on items 
in the silent auction. The silent auction 
will run though 12:30 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 

• 22. $5.00 per adult, $1.50 age 10 and 
under. Price includes chili, salad and 
beverage. (248)474-0584 

Concert 
2 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 22, at Monastery 
of the Sacred Heart, 29575 Middlebelt, 
north of 13 Mile, in Farmington Hills. 
Hear sacred music featuring Lisa Agazzi, 
soprano, performing such favorites as 
"Pie Jesu," "The Lord's prayer," and "Ave 
Maria." Selections from Handel, Mozart, 
Beethoven, Bach and Gounod will be on 
the program. A free will offering will be 
accepted. For more information call Barb 
Glinski at (248) 553-0999 or e-mail to 
lglinski@aol.com. 

Dinner and auction 
6 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 21, at Solid 
Rock Bible Church, 670 Church Street, 
Plymouth. Silent Auction and Charity 
Dinner includes live, silent and raffle auc­
tions with proceeds going to the Zambia 
Mission Trip for the church. Suggested 
$10 donation for the dinner. Questions? 
E-mail to pamseymour@ameritech.net or 
call (734) 455-7711. 

N0V.2HEC.2 
Lessons and Carols 

Candlelight service, 7 p.m., Nov. 29, 
at Ward Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church, 40000 Six Mile, Northville. 
Join the chancel choir, ensembles, 
instrumentalists for this time of calm 
reflection, of hearing and singing the 
carols of Advent. Childcare provided 
through age 4. For more information 
call Lillian Mobley at (248) 374-5928. 

Thanksgiving Day service 
10 a.m., Nov. 26 at Ward Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church, 40000 Six Mile, 
Northville. 
This service will be a wonderful celebra-'. 
tion of heritage of freedom. Dr. Jerry 
Smith, former Director of Music at Ward 
Church, will conduct the Chancel 
Choir and Orchestra, Teen Choir and 
guest musicians in "Battle Hymn of 
the Republic. Invite your family and 
friends to launch the holiday season 
in prayerful thanksgiving and song. 
Child care provided through age 
4. For more information call Lillian 
Mobley at (248) 374-5928. 

DEC. 3-9 
Concert 

Christmas concert featuring the 
Classical Bells handbell ensemble , 
and the Livonia Civic Chorus, 7 p.m., 
Sunday, DecT 6 at St. Matthew's 
United Methodist Church, 30900 
Six Mile, between Merriman and 
Middlebelt, Livonia. A reception 
will follow. Tickets $12 each in 

advance; $14 each at the door; $10 
each for groups of 10 or more. Go to 
SeatYourself.biz/stmatthewslivonia 
or call (734) 422-6038 to purchase 
tickets or for more information. 

Drop and shop 
6-8 p.m., Dec. 8 and 15 at Nativity 
United Church of Christ, 9435 
Henry Ruff, Livonia. Mothers and 
Grandmothers will take care of 
children while their parents are 
out doing last minute errands for 
Christmas. No charge for the service. 
For more information call (734) 421-
5406. 

Swedish Christmas Shop 
5-8 p.m. Friday Dec. 4 and 8 a.m.-

. 1p.m. Sat. Dec. 5 at Faith Covenant 
Church, 35415 W. 14 Mile, corner of 
Drake, in Farmington Hills. Swedish 
Christmas ornaments and decora­
tions, along with homemade carda­
mom bread and crafts from Thailand 
and South Africa. 

DEC. 10-16 
Advent celebration 

Traditions of Christmas will be 
presented at Rosedale Gardens 
Presbyterian Church will present 
"Traditions of Christmas," 4:30-8 
p.m., Sunday, Dec. 13, at the church, 
9601W. Hubbard, Livonia. The eve­
ning will be an all ages Advent cel­
ebration including family keepsake 
craft stations, Christmas and Dickens 
Village displays and formal family 
pictures by the family Christmas 
tree. There will be storytelling by 
members of the Detroit Storytelling 
League and the Northville High 
School Singers will perform. A 
family-style dinner will be served 
at 6 p.m. An Advent musical, "It's 
the Most Wonderful Time of the 
Year," will be presented by the RGPC 
Chancel Choir at 7:15 p.m. Tickets are 
on sale through Dec. 5. Adult tickets 
are $7. children under 12 pay $5. 
Advance tickets only. Call the church 
office at (734) 422-0494. 

Christmas craft 
St. Paul's Presbyterian Church in 
Livonia will host a Kids Christmas 
Craft Day 10 a.m.-noon, Saturday, 
Dec. 12 for grades kindergarten 
through 6th. Kids will enjoy a morn­
ing of creating Christmas crafts to 
be used as gifts or decorations. The 
event is free. For more information 
or to sign-up, call the church office 
at (734) 422-1470 by Thursday, Dec.10. 
St. Paul's is located on Five Mile one 
block west of Inkster Road. 

Christmas musical 
"The Name Jesus," a Christmas musi­
cal, runs at 7 p.m., Dec. 11; 10:45 a.m., 
Dec. 13; 7 p.m., Dec. 18 and 6 p.m., 
Dec. 20, at First Baptist Church of 
Canton, 44500 Cherry Hill, Canton. 
(734)981-6460 

Cookie walk 
10 a.m. until sold out, Saturday, Dec. 
15, at Timothy Lutheran Church, 8820 
Wayne Road, south of Ann Arbor Trail, 
in Livonia. Christmas cookies of all 
varieties will be available for sale by 
the pound, along with various baked 

.goods. (734) 427-2290 

ONGOING 
AWANA 

Every Wednesday night Faith Bible 
Church offers an AWANA program for 
children from kindergarten through 
fifth grade at Faith Bible Church, 
23414 Orchard Lake Road, Farmington 
Hills. Drop children off or stay for a 
Bible study offered to parents from 
7-8:30 p.m. For more information, call 
(248)426-0096. 

Classes/study 
• Antioch Preschool, an academic 
program complemented by Christian 
education, is enrolling 3- and 4-year-
old children for the 2009-2010 school 
year. A new toddler class is offered 
Thursdays from 1-3 p.m. Extended 
stay enrichment for 3's and 4's is 
offered Wednesdays - children bring 
their lunch and enjoy literacy activi­
ties until 3 p.m. Antioch Lutheran 
Church is located at 13 Mile and 
Farmington Road in Farmington Hills. 
For information contact Sharon 
Detter, preschool director, at (248) 
626-7906, Ext. 28, or e-mail to antio-
chpreschool@sbcglobal.net. 
• New Life Community Church, 
42200 Tyler, Belleville, offers a jobs 
seminar, 8-9 am., Fridays, a reading 
program for students in grades K-12 
and martial arts instruction, both at 
10 a.m., Sundays. (734) 846-4615 
• Orchard United Methodist Church, 
30450 Farmington Road, Farmington 
Hills, is hosting a Tai Chi Class by Sam 
Purdy, Wu Style Tai Chi. This medita­
tive form of Martial Arts is designed 
to reduce stress and is great for 
over-all health memory and balance. 
Everyone is welcome from beginning 
to experienced participants at any 
time. Classes continue every Monday. 
Cost per class depends on number 
of participants. For information or 
to reserve your space, call (248) 701-

, 1587 or (248) 626-3620. Visit www. 
orchardumc.org for updates. 
• Adult and English as a Second 
Language literacy classes are avail­
able for those who want to improve 
reading, writing and English conver­
sational skills. Open to age 18 and 
over. Trained tutors available for day 
or evening. 
For information, call Merriman Road 
Baptist Church in Garden City at 
(734)421-0472. 
Leave your name and phone number 
and someone will contact you. 

• Scripture studies, from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Mondays in the lower level of 
Our Lady of Loretto Church, Six Mile 
and Beech Daly, Redford. Call (313) 
534-9000. 
• Learner's Bible study, 7 p.m., 
Mondays, in Room A101, at Ward 
Presbyterian Church, 40000 W. Six 
Mile, Northville. Call (248) 374-5920. 
• Learn Qigong, the ancient form of 
Chinese energetic medicine - a safe 
and effective way to rid the body of 
toxic pathogens and years of painful 
emotions - at Livonia Unity, 28660 
Five Mile. Classes include: Monday 
movement Qigong, 7-8:30 p.m.; 

• Thursday Qigong meditation, 10-11:15 
a.m., and Friday Therapeutic Qigong, 
7-8:30 p.m. Call (810) 813-4073 for 
more information or send e-mail to 
gary@energeticarts.org. 
a Bible talks, 4 p.m. Sundays at the 
Friendship Center, 1119 Newburgh, 
Westland. Call (734) 728-9157: 

• Emmanuel Lutheran Church in 
Livonia invites adults with devel­
opmental disabilities and special 
needs to attend a new Open Arms 
Bible class the second Monday of 
the month at the church, 34567 
Seven Mile, between Farmington 
and Newburgh roads, Livonia. The 
class, which runs from 7-8 p.m., will 
include songs, Bible lessons, crafts 
and activities, prayer, snacks and 
fun. Contact Judy Cook at Emmanuel, 
(248) 442-8822 or e-mail to jcook59@ 
att.net. 

• Tuesday Ladies Bible Study from 

9:30-11:15 a.m. Tuesdays, at Detroit 
First Church of the Nazarene, 21260 
Haggerty, north of Eight Mile. $15 
registration fee includes interde­
nominational study materials. Child 
care available for children through 
age 5. Call (248) 348-7600. 
• A study/discussion group focuses 
on relationship with God and that 
of other religious groups and 
philosophical and scientific issues 
that might impact faith, at 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday, at St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 26701 Joy. 
A group at 10:30 a.m., Thursday 
examines early writings not included 
in the Bible as well as other versions, 
extensions and controversies con­
cerning Christianity. Led by interim 
pastor Larry Hoxey. (313) 274-3820. 

• Bible study, 7 p.m., every Friday at 
Seeds of Mercy Mission Home, 21819 
Middlebelt, Farmington Hills. Call ct: 
Nicole Christ at (313) 531-1234 for. 
more information. 
• Celebrate Recovery Bible Study, 
noon and 7 p.m., Wednesday, at 
United Methodist Church of Wayne, 
at 3 Townsquare, Wayne. Celebrate 
Recovery is a Christ-centered 
and Bible-based 12 Step Recovery 
Program. (734) 721-4801 

Clothing Bank 
The Clothing Bank has moved to 
a new location west of Canton 
Christian Fellowship. Free clothing . 
(men, women and children) for those 
in need is available 10 a.m. to noon 
the fourth Saturday of each month, 

at 41711 Joy Rd. Call (734) 404-2480, 
visit www.CantonCF.org or send 
e-mail to info@cantoncf.org for 
information. 

Concerts 
• Rush Hour concert series continues 
every Tuesday with gathering and 
refreshments at 5 p.m., concert 5:30-6 
p.m., featuring performances by local 
and national jazz artists at Metropolitan 
United Methodist Church, 8000 
Woodward, Detroit. Free. Visit www. 
metroumc.org. 

Fellowship dinner 
Dinners are at 6 p.m., the first Thursday 
of the month at St. James Presbyterian 
Church, 25350 W. Six Mile, Redford. Cost 
is $8 and includes dinner, beverage 
and dessert. The Cookie Lady, Susan 
Navarro, provides the meals. Questions? 
Call (313) 268-7780. The church phone 
number is (313) 534-7730. 

Films 
10 a.m. Wednesday Kids Matinees and 4 
p.m., Saturday family movie, at Kenwood 
Church of Christ, 20200 Merriman, 
Livonia. Guitar Praise game precedes 
the film on Saturday. Children in sec­
ond grade or younger can play prior to 
the film; those in third grade and up can 
play after the movie. Pizza will also be 
served following the movie. All events 
are free. (248) 476-8222 

Hall rental 
• Volkmar Hall located in Good Hope 
Lutheran Church, 28600 Cherry 
Hill, between Inkster and Middlebelt 
roads, Garden City, is available for 
rent. For information, call (734) 427-

3660. 
• St. James Presbyterian, 25350 W. 
Six Mile, Redford. 
For information call the church at 
(313) 534-7730 

Moms 
• Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) 
meets 9:30-11:30 a.m., second 
Tuesday and 7-9 p.m., fourth Tuesday, 
at Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
14175 Farmington Road, Livonia. 
Aimed at mothers of infants through 
kindergartners. For more information 
call Angie at (248) 427-1020. 

• MOPS, 9:30-11:30 a.m., first and 
third Tuesdays/Dunning Park Bible 
Chapel, 24800 West Chicago Road, 
Redford. MOPS is a place where 

x moms can build friendships, receive 
mothering support, practical help 
and spiritual hope. For information 
call Amy at (313) 937-3084 or Kristen 
at (734) 542-0767. 
Prayer 
• Music, singing, prayer at 7 p.m. 
Thursdays at St. Edith Church, 15089 
Newburgh, Livonia. Enter through 
entrance #2, at the back of the 
church. For more information, call 
Grace at (734) 464-1896, Shirley at 
(734) 464-3656, or Geri at (734) 464-
8906. 
• 7 p.m. Wednesday, at Nardin Park 
United Methodist Church, 29887 W. 11 
Mile, Farmington Hills. Participate in 
an open time of praying silently and 
aloud together as well as respond­
ing to personal requests. Call (248) 
476-8860. 
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Young people come together to talk about epilepsy 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 

CORRESPONDENT 

Kristen Pohutsky knew 
something was wrong when 
she started to black out a cou­
ple of years ago but didn't have 
health insurance to investigate 
the cause. Then the 25-year-
old Farmington Hills woman 
wrote a paper on epilepsy for a 
class at Oakland Community 
College in Farmington Hills. 
The pieces of the puzzle, the 
lost seconds of time, suddenly 
formed a clear picture. She 
was .diagnosed with epilepsy in 
September 2009 after going to 
the emergency room in July. 

Today, Pohutsky is among 
a growing number of young 
adults dedicated to spreading 
the word about the neurologi­
cal disorder caused by a misfire 
in electrical functions of the 
brain. When uncontrolled epi­
lepsy changes every aspect of a 
person's life from the ability to 
hold a job to driving a car. 

"I was telling myself I was 
sleepy or tired," said Pohutsky, 
a graduate of Harrison High 
School. "I was doing research, 
seeing a lot of similarities. 
In the middle of all this I got 
married. My husband, Mike, 
noticed I'd stop talking and 
stare into space. 

"Everyone knows about 
breast cancer but a lot of 
people don't understand what 
epilepsy is. That's why I want 
to create an awareness about 
epilepsy and the need for a 
cure." 

Staff at the Epilepsy 
Foundation of Michigan in 
Southfield have been work­
ing for 61 years towards the 
same goal. President Arlene 
Gorelick's observed a lot of 
progress over the 20 years 
she's been there. On Friday, 
Nov. 20, the foundation 
presents its Epilepsy Today 
Conference 8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
for individuals with the disor­
der, their families and profes-

Healthy Legs, 
Healthy You! 

"/ thought it was normal for my legs 
to ache at the end of the day." 

You may have a medical condition covered by insurance 
known as Venous Insufficiency if you experience any of these 
leg symptoms: 

-Pain/aching/throbbing 
-Heaviness or fatigue 
-Swelling of feet/ankles 
-Restless legs 
-Night cramps 
-Itchy veins 
-Varicose veins 
-Non-healing ulcers 

Studies have demonstrated that there is a significant 
deterioration in the quality of life for persons with chronic 
venous insufficiency and this can be severe. Don't wait to get 
treated. 

You're never too old or young to jumpstart your health and 
fitness program with healthy legs! Have your legs treated in 
under an hour with no-downtime, no scarring and NO 
STRIPPING using the latest technology. 

New, safe & effective treatment for 
Rosacea & Facial veins with Veinwave ™ 

Advanced Vein Therapies is the only location in Michigan 
with this technology 

Please visit our website and see how we have helped others at 
www.AVtherapies.com or call now for consultation. 

sionals at Doubletree Hotel 
Detroit/Dearborn. For details, 
call (800) 377-6226 or (248) 
351-7979. 

AT THE CONFERENCE 
Speakers include Dr. Brien 

Smith, a neurologist at Henry 
Ford Medical Center; Dr. 
Gregory Barclay, associate pro­
fessor of neurology at Wayne 
State University and found­
ing director of Henry Ford 
Hospital's Comprehensive 
Epilepsy Program; Dr. 
Michael Nigro, pediatric 
neurologist with Michigan 
Institute for Neurological 
Disorders (MIND); Charles 
Spinazola, a psychologist who's 
practiced biofeedback over 30 
years; and registered dietitian 
Rebecca Sparks of Children's 
Hospital of Michigan. Sparks 
talks about the ketogenie diet 
as a viable option for seizure 
control. 

Gorelick is especially excited 
about the performance of "In 
Their Own Words" during 
which individuals share their 
epilepsy stories. 

"It was the Epilepsy Center 
of Michigan 61 years ago. 
There was a stigma of epilepsy, 
people were ashamed to talk 

Kristen Pohutsky and her dog, 
Suzy. The lab/rottweiler mix helps 
Pohutsky get into a sitting position 
when she is about to experience a 
seizure. 

about it and because they were 
ashamed always didn't get the 
best treatment," said Gorelick. 
"The Metro Conference is open 
for anybody. It's an opportu­
nity to learn some of the lat­
est facts about epilepsy and 

meet people struggling with 
epilepsy, or parents of children 
with epilepsy, to know you're 
not alone." 

REACHING YOUTH 
Tyler MacEachran, founda­

tion vice president, believes 
it's essential to reach young 
people to get the word out 
about epilepsy. He's heading 
up a program that reaches 
onto college campuses and 
recruits students. The first was 
held Nov. 11 at Ferris State. 
In March, Eastern Michigan 
University focuses on women 
in history with epilepsy dur­
ing Women's History Month. 
The programs came out of 
the foundation's Young Adult 
Leadership Council for those 
age 18-25 who have epilepsy or 
a passion for the cause. 

"We're working on improv­
ing employment prospects for 
young adults with epilepsy, 
making the college experi­
ence a lot more positive," said 
MacEachran. "We're trying 
to work with freshmen with 
a peer to peer packet that 
gives tips on getting the right 
amount of meds, taking meds, 
not mixing with alcohol, and 
they're also available as men­

tors. We educate campus 
safety personnel to recognize 
and respond to seizures. We're 
getting tailored to organize at 
each campus. 

"I'm excited young adults are 
taking it upon themselves to 
change their campuses. We're 
going to start there and mover 
further into the community." 

For information, call (248) 
351-7979 option 1, Ext. 211, 
or look him up on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/tyler. 
maceachran. 

Pohutsky is doing her part 
by studying molecular biotech­
nology. She hopes someday to 
help find a cure. In the mean­
time her lab/rottweiler mix, 
Suzy, is by her side providing 
an early warning. 

"I'm struggling to find the 
medication that's right for me," 
said Pohutsky. "Thirty percent 
of people with epilepsy have 
depression. With medication 
I've been through every range 
of emotion and was definitely 
feeling depressed after taking 
medication. My dog's been the 
best help. She knows when 
they're about to happen. When 
it happens out on a walk, she 
helped get me into sitting posi­
tion." 

Join the fight to help individuals struggling with disorder 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 

CORRESPONDENT 

The Epilepsy Foundation 
of Michigan is asking for the 
public's help to help those 
struggling with the neuro­
logical disorder. Frequently 
individuals with epilepsy try 
medication after medication 
until finding the one that's 
right for them. Two years ago 
bills were introduced into the 
Michigan Senate and House 
by state Sen. John Gleason, 
D-Flushing, and state Rep. 
John Espinoza, D-Crosswell, 
to prevent pharmacists from 
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switching medications without 
the consent of the patient and 
physician. Today, the numbers 
have been changed on the bills 
and reintroduced (SB 318 and 
HB 4408) and the foundation 
is still fighting to provide this 
protection for patients. 

"It's very important in gen­
eral because people struggle 
to get the medication that 
helps them. A change can 
lead to adverse events," said 
Arlene Gorelick, president of 
the Epilepsy Foundation of 
Michigan. "In 25 to 40 per­
cent, it's not controlled." 

That's why fund-raisers like 
Talk About It @ Dinner, are 
important to create an aware­
ness about epilepsy. Anyone 
wishing to help is asked to 
host a gathering to let others 
know about the disorder and 
raise money for the nonprofit. 

The foundation supplies the 
educational DVD and materi­
als for the event. 

"We're hoping to have as 
many dinners as possible this 
month because it's Epilepsy 
Awareness Month," said 
Gorelick. "It doesn't have to 
be a dinner — have people 
over to watch the game, in the 
summer a barbecue. It can be 
anything you want. People can 
be creative, have a tea." 

In the meantime, Gorelick 
wants to educate the public 
about First Aid for those hav­
ing a seizure. 

"If someone's having a sei­
zure, lying on the ground, take 
everything out of the area that 
could harm them and do not 
put anything in their mouth. 
It's an old wives tale that 
people could swallow their 
tongue," she said. 

"Instead, turn the person 
on their side, loosen their col­
lar, wait for the seizure to run 
its course. If it looks like it's 
going around three minutes, 
call for help. Seizures usually 
only last a minute. Partial 
seizures, they may or may not 
lose consciousness. Just watch 
them so they don't wander 
into the street." 

In Michigan, about 100,000 
individuals, including 30,000 
children, have epilepsy. 

"We are about closing the 
gap to what can be done. 
Call us. There are a lot of 
new medications and surger­
ies, devices that work on the 
neuro system." 

To contact the Epilepsy 
Foundation of Michigan, 
call (800) 377-6226, (248) 
351-7979 or visit www.epi-
lepsymichigan.org. 
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