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Transport
‘company
hit by fire

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

As she gazed at the five .
charred, unrecognizable pas-
senger vans, Elaine LaMontagne
sighed when she thought about
the days to come.

“We made it work today, but I
don’t know about tomorrow,” she
said. “This is the biggest financial
loss we've ever had. It just took
my breath away.” '

LaMontagne is the director of
Community Work Opportunities,
a nonprofit agency that trans-
ports physically and emotion-
ally disabled individuals to their
jobs or community activities.
According to LaMoniagne, they
transport riders from all over
Wayne County, including Canton,
Plymouth, Livonia, Westland and
Redford.

The agency lost six of its 19
vans when a power line came

" down during a storm and set off
a blaze Saturday afternoon at its
Lilley Road office. No one was -
injured in the fire.

While five vans were destroyed
a sixth could be salvageable.
Three of the vehicles had special-
ized equipment.

“We've tried to use humor to
get through this but it’s been .

ending a message

Pi*ftesté s hope rally sways McCotter on Irag
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District
begins
search

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

- The concept of replacing retiring

~ Superintendent Jim Ryan took a step

closer to reality Tuesday when trust-

-ees on the Plymouth-Canton Board

of Education agreed to solicit pro-

posals from five search firms, includ-

ing two from Michigan, to help find

. Ryan'’s successor. _
When the proposals are received, .

the board will schedule interviews -

with each of the firms. The chosen

firm will then lead the search for

Ryan’s replacement. Ryan is sched--

-uled to retire Feb. 28. 7
Board President \

Judy Mardigian said
using a firm with
national search expe-
rience is a critical
part of the plan to
replace Ryan.

“It’s very impor-
tant,” Mardigian

pretty emotional,” LaMontagne
said, adding that at least one
rider was kept away from the
agency’s offices on Monday.

“That person (thrives) off of a
routine so this might have been
too much,” she said.

The vans, which were still
smoking hours after the fire had
been extinguished, were used
by 60 people at least five days a
week.

The total program has more
than 260 riders.

On Monday, CWO used tem-
porary vans from its parent
company, Quest Inc., and staff
‘members drove riders around in
their personal vehicles.

“We provided the services as
best as we could,” LaMontagne
said, noting that it may cost as
much as $30,000 to replace each
of the vehicles. “We’re hoping

Please see FIRE, A5 -

i

Michelfe McMonaqle of Livonia carrie

sign during an Iraq war vigil at Keliogg -

Park in Plymouth. The event "Take A
Stand Day," sponsored by MoveOn.orq,
drew more than 80 people.

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, (R-
Livonia), has been a staunch supporter
of the war effort in Iraq.

On Tuesday night, more than 80
people, many of them local members
of the liberal political action group
MoveOn.org, staged a rally in down-
town Plymouth’s Kellogg Park hoping
to convince him to change his mind.

. The crowd observed a moment of
silence for American soldiers killed in
Iraq, and read the names of the more
than 600 Americans killed in the war
since Jan. 1. :

“It’s a religious and civil war, and we
don’t need to be there,” said Canton

- resident Natalie Mosher, who orga-

nized the rally. “We're sending a mes-
sage to (McCotter) we want our men

‘and women to come home.”

According to Mosher, the Plymouth
rally was part of a national effort by
MoveOn.org to “raise awareness about

all the men and women we have lost.”

" Organizers hoped the rallies, planned

for before Congress goes back into ses-
sion, would convince representatives to
cut off funding and set a timetable for
bringing the American military homie.

Based on his feelings for the war,
Mosher knows McCotter could be a
tough sell. But she believes he should
listen to his district.

“(McCotter) supports the war, so
obviously we're not on the same page,”
she said. “But if he would listen to his
constituents, people are not support-
ive o :
According to Mosher, some 37 peo-
ple registered on the group’s Web site.
But when the rally started, more than
double that number had turned out.

And those who were there believe
McCotter could soon start feeling pres-
sure to alter his position. ,

- “I think (McCotter) is feeling some
heat right now,” said Scott Craig,

Please see PROTEST, A5

Ryah'

said. “We heard that
- reinforced by dis-

tricts that are snmlar in size to us.

We're at that tier now where we need
a firm that can help us recruit, not
just put out a posting.”

Originally, the plan was to solicit
proposals from two Michigan firms
— Michigan Association of School
Boards of Lansing and Michigan
Leadership Institute in Old Mission

"— and a third, national firm.

But as Mardlguans search subcom-

“mittee began looking at firms, they
~ found others they liked. The committee

added three out-of-state firms: Goens/
Esparo LLC of West Hartford, Conn.;
Hazard, Young, Attea and Associates

“LTD of Glenview Ill.; and PROACT

Search out of Milwaukee, Wis.

- The school board will review pro-
posals at its Sept. 10 meeting, and
from there schedule interviews with

the firms.

Please see SEARCH, A5

Crews put flnlshlnq touches on new tower

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

While not everything in'the process has -
gone particularly smoothly, contractors still

are on schedule to have Plymouth Township’s

new water tower operational and providing
improved water pressure to the western end
of the township by mid-October.

" Crews have been at the tower, located on 1.18
acres of land at what was the Western Wayne
Correctional Facility, given to the township - -
under a law passed last year that gave the land,
owned by the state, to the township for $1.

“They’re in the painting phase,” town-
ship engineer Michael Bailey said.
“They’re doing surface preparation, those
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areas w111 be primed, then the whole tank
gets painted, inside and out.”

After that, Bailey said, final electrical
work can be completed, including a light
atop the tower, interior lighting, etc.

The painting was supposed to have been
done by the end of August, but that won’t
happen, Bailey said.

“The tank was supposed to be substan-

tially completed by the end of August, but ﬁ

we'll probably be about 10 days behind
that,” Bailey said. = -

Once that work is done the next step, ,
according to Bailey, will be chlorination and
then putting the million-gallon tank in ser-/
vice, which Bailey said will probably occur /
“the second or third week in October.”

The second tower is des1gned to comple-

ment the existing tower near the Lake
Pointe subdivision and would provide
better water pressure to the western side

oof the township, where residents have for

years complained about the pressure.
The land, near Five Mile and Beck,

! includes the highest point in Plymouth

Township, and is thought by township
officials to be ideal for a tower site.
“It provides an excellent location on high

ground for the township’s second water tower,”

township Supervisor Richard Reaume said.

“It will allow the township to buy water from

(Detroit) at off-peak hours and then provide

that water to its residents during peak demand

times, thus lowenng the overall cost of water.”

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Painters work near the top of the new water tower, located near 5 Mile
and Beck a_nd yexp;ected to serve the western end of Plymouth Township.
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A chance to lead

Former P-C teacher takes over South Redford elementary

BY REBECCA JONES
STAFF WRITER.

Deborah Greenwood said
South Redford Schools has
a good reputation, which is

~why she did the “happy dance”
when she heard she got the job
as new principal of Jefferson
Elementary..

“Throughout my career,

T've always heard that South
Redford does whatever it
takes to help kids learn,” said
Greenwood, a graduate of

- Stevenson High School in
Livonia who started her career
teaching in the Plymouth-
Canton district.

Calling the district, “small,
but mighty,” Greenwood said
she is looking forward to the
atmosphere of strong collegial
teamwork and she’s excited to
work with the “dynamic, ener-
getic” Jefferson Parent Teacher
Organization.

As for the Jefferson staff, she
said, “I'm so impressed with
their talents and abilities.”

As a new initiative this year,
South Redford elementary
schools will be instituting
“positive behavior support,”
which focuses on using a
positive approach to problem
solving and helping students
learn how to make positive
choices. -

Greenwood, an Auburn Hills
resident, comes to the district
from Holly Area Schools.

In 30 years as an educator,

get her room ready for the beginning of school

she has worked as a teacher,
administrator and principal.
She most recently worked as a
kindergarten teacher in Holly
after being laid off from the
principal’s job for bﬁ'dget rea-
sons. She said the expenence
was insightful.

After spending many years .
in-administration, going back

to a classroom “takes you back

to your roots.”

Greenwood, who earned
her degree at Michigan State
University, is married with

- three daughters. Two are
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graduates of MSU and the
youngest just started there as a
freshman. She said her family

is close knit and everyone was

supportive during her summer

- of interviews.

A team conducted four
interviews in a little more
than one week, and each can-
didate had to submit a writing
- sample.

“The interview process was
very intense,” she said. “Then
you're just waiting and waiting
and waiting.”

When the good news came,

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O.
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-Deborah Greenwood, new principal at Jefferson Elementary School, helps first qrade teacher Kellee Gourlay, right,

Greenwood said, “You try to be
professional, but I squealed a
little.”

Those who haven't had
chance to meet Greenwood
can head up to Jefferson from
5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday for
“Popsicles on the Playground.”

A kindergarten open house
will also take place at 5 p.m.
and all students can also check
out the class lists to find out
who their teachers will be for -
the coming year.

rrjones@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2054
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Your money and music, always close at hand.

festiva

In 1908, when Absopure
was born to humble begin-
nings in Detroit, the compa-
ny always held that quality
would come first.

Fast forward to the early
1990s, when the Young
family, owners of the com-
pany, joined forces with
Robert McCabe of Detroit
Renaissance to demonstrate
their support of the Detroit
International Jazz Festival
as an economic engine and

- significant cultural event in

Detroit.
Today, Plymouth-based
Absopure is on the eve of its

100th anniversary as asuc-

cessful national business,
and its 14th year as a key

. sponsor of America’s larg- - -

est free jazz festival, which
brings an estimated million
people, 26 percent from out-
state and out-of-state, to
Detroit each year. - -

The event takes place
Friday-Monday in down-
town Detroit.

Absopure is one of many
sponsors who help bring'
hundreds of artists to
Detroit to perform on Hart
Plaza, Woodward Avenue
and Campus Martius
each year. They are joined
by several other “Made
in Michigan” companies
including Mack Avenue

. Records of Harper Woods,
Carhartt Clothing Company
* of Dearborn, Motor City

. Casino Hotel of Detroit,

Art Van Furniture and Big
Boy of Warren, Greektown
Casino, Compuware,
Detroit Receiving Hospital,
Wayne State University,
DTE Energy, Hour Detroit
Magazine, Hammell Music,
Detroit Media Partnership
and Honors of Royal Oak.

- Third-generation

‘Absopure helps whet
'S Jazz appetite

Absopure owner William
Patrlck Young grew up with
Jazz Fest and has been a
champion of it, both person-
ally and professionally.
“I was raised on jazz and
now my children are being
raised on jazz,” Young said.
“It is a real tradition in my
family. As an American
company based in Michigan,
~ we recognize the impor-

tance of supporting this
American art form and
matching our quality prod-
uct with this high caliber
event in Detroit.”

Perhaps it is not by acci-
dent that water has become
a major theme for sponsors
this year. Art Van has incor-
porated it into its inaugural
sponsorship of Jazz Fest.

“Art Van will feature the
Grand Shores Collection
at the Jazz Festival, and
when you purchase any-
thing from this collec-
tion, a portion of the pro-
ceeds goes to the Water
Quality Protection Fund
of Michigan’s Department
of Environmental Quality,”
said Debra Colon, Special
Events Director for Art Van
Furniture. Michigan
based companies are joined
by others including Chase,
now in its third year spon-
sorship of the Main Stage
at Campus Martius; MGM
Grand Detroit Casino, hosts
of corporate hospitality at
the Amphitheatre; and oth-
ers including Budweiser,
Future Brands, Starbucks
Coffee Company, Glaxo
Smith Kline, Johnson &
Johnson, Pepsi, Comcast
and Fox 2.

For more information on
the Detroit International
Jazz Festival, visit www. ,
detroitjazzfest.com.
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Library closing

The Plymouth District
Library will be closed on
Sunday and Monday, Sept. 2-
3 for the Labor Day holiday.
Library users can still return
materials by using the drive-
through drop box.

Beautification awards

Nominations are being '
sought for the Chamber’s
Annual Business
Beautification Awards.

For the past 10 years,
the chamber has presented
Beautification Awards to
acknowledge those busi-
nesses who strive to make the
Plymouth Community a more
beautiful place to do business.
Winners have included every
type of business, from small
retail to larger corporate com-
panies.

Nominations are eligible in

three exterior categories: reno- -

vation, landscaping and new
construction. Nominated busi-
nesses must be located in the
City or Township of Plymouth.
Nominations must be
done in writing by Sept. 20
and mailed to the Plymouth
Community Chamber of

Commerce, 850 W. Ann Arbor

‘Trail, Plymouth, MI 48170,
faxed to (734) 453-1724 or
e-mailed to chamber@plym-
outhmi.org

For more information, call
the chamber, (734) 453-1540.

Baseball legacy

The Plymouth Community
Council on Aging presents
“Coffee with a Baseball
Legacy” featuring former
major league baseball player
Tom Paciorek 1 p.m. Monday,
Oct. 8 at the Plymouth
Cultural Center, 525 Farmer, _
in Plymouth.

Emcee Raymond Rolak and
Pacxorek now a motivational
speaker, will deliver a lively-
afternoon of hijinks, motiva-
tion and tales of perseverance.
Paciorek’s career spanned 18 -
seasons as an outfielder for the
Los Angeles Dodgers, Chicago
White Sox and others. After .
his playing days, he got into
broadcasting, and broadcast
Detroit Tigers’ games from
2001-2003. Most recently,
Paciorek called games for the
Washington Nationals.

Tickets are $2 each or $15

to reserve a table for eight, can

can be purchased at the PCCA
201 S. Main (in the city hall ¢
-building). A “coffee and sweet
table” will be served, and the
event features two baseball
raffles. :
For more information, call

the PCCA, (734) 453-1234,
Ext. 236.

BeckRidge Chorale news

B The BeckRidge Chorale
is holding auditions for its
upcoming season. Auditions -
will be by appointment only.

To schedule an appoint-
ment or for more information
contact (734) 416-9885, e-mail
Beckridgechorale@aol.com;
or visit the group’s Web site at
www.plycommunitychorus.org

M The BeckRidge Chorale
continues to honor its com-
mitment to vocal music by
offering scholarships to college
and high school students, age
16 and over, interested in vocal
performance.

‘Scholarship winners must
agree to participate as a
member in good standing, of
the BeckRidge Chorale for
the Fall/Winter 2007-2008
Season.

For more information or to
schedule an audition appoint-
ment call (734) 416-9885, e-

mail Beckridgechorale@aol.
com, or visit the group’s Web
site at www.plycommunity-
chorus.org

Ladies' Night Out

Ladies are invited to attend
the fourth-annual Ladies
Night Out Plymouth Style 6-9
p-m. Thursday, Sept. 13.

The evening, sponsored by .
the Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce, is
designed as a night for the .
ladies to do some shopping
and get pampered while enjoy-
ing an evening out on the
town. o
. Parti¢ipants can visit the
participating stores and enjoy
unique refreshments, enter to
win gift baskets, receive free
giveaways, and be papered
with mini-makeovers, hand
treatments and massages. In’
addition, some participants
will offer special discounts on
in-store merchandise.

Participating stores this
year include B.E. Unique
Co., Clearly You, Dearborn
Jewelers, Delta Diamond
Setters & Jewelers, Eclectic
Home, Gabriala’s, Gigi’s
Mode, Hands on Leather,
Haven, Lynn’s Corner Shoppe,
Maggie & Me, Merle Norman,
Michigan Made & More,
Native West, Nature’s Choice,
Penn Theatre, sideways, Spa

" Julianna, That’s Awesome,

TranquiliTea, Vanity Salon,
Village Shopkeeper and oth-
ers. Maps will be available that
evening to identify all partici-
pating businesses.

For more information, call
the chamber, (734) 453-1540.

 Taste of Greece

The third-annual “A Taste
of Greece Festival” takes place
Sept. 14-16 at the Nativity
of the Virgin Mary Greek
Orthodox Church grounds,
39851 Five Mile Road (near
Haggerty) in Plymouth.

The event features Greek
food, pastry, live Greek music-
and traditional Greek danc-
ing, a Kids’ Korner with crafts,
treats and inflatable rides, a
Greek market, Taverna and
Coffee House.

Parking is available in the
Bosch Corp., parking lot adja-
cent to the festival, please use
the Haggerty Road entrance.

For more info, call (734)
420-0131 or visit the Web site
at www. atasteofgreecefestlval.
com

Walking tour

Join the Plymouth
Historical Museum and
the Plymouth Preservation
Network for an historical
walking tour of Riverside
Cemetery 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Saturday, Sept. 29.

Sanford Burr, Plymouth

‘Historical Society president,

guides participants through
Riverside Cemetery, the pub-
lic cemetery in Plymouth.
Sanford will recount stories
of the lives of those buried

in the cemetery. Rain date
September 30.

Tickets are $10 per per- . -
son; limit of 25 people on -
tour. Tickets available at the
Plymouth Historical Museum
or through PayPal on the "
museun’s web site

at www.plymouthhistory. -
org/walkingtours.html

Senior Fest

Tickets are now available
for the Plymouth Senior Fest
Picnic, sponsored by the
Plymouth Community Council
on Aging.

The picnic takes place 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 12, at Waterford Bénd

- money and reduce expenses.
" Organizers stress the panelists

Hitting the stage

Cast members Mary Ann Tweedie (Novi), Cynthia Tupper (Farmington Hills),

- Kristi Walter (Canton), Edward Hiebendaht (Farmington Hills), Michael E.

Simms (Clawson) and Barry Cutler (Ferndate) ham it up during preparation for
“Over the River and Through the Woods,” the first show of the season for the
Farmington Players. The show runs Sept. 14 to Oct. 6 at the Farmington Players
Barn Theateris located on the north side of 12 Mile Road, halfway between
Orchard Lake and Farmington Roads. Tickets can be purchased on the group's
Web site at www.farmingtonplayers.org or by calling (248) 553-2955.

Park, Six Mile and Northville
roads.

Tickets must be purchased
by Sept. 6 at the PCCA office.
Tickets cost $6 for members,
$7 for guests. A box lunch,
entertainment, prizes and ven-

. dors are included. -

For more information, call
(734) 453-1234, Ext. 236.

~ Wedding workshop

A wedding workshop,
designed to couples-to-be can
enjoy a stress-free and cost-
effective wedding by spending
just 90 minutes with a variety .

“of experts, has been sched-

uled for 6:30 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 4, at the Meeting House
Grand Ballroom in downtown

~ Plymouth.

The workshop is arranged
like speed dating, or musical

-chairs, but it’s all about meet-

ing wedding experts who can
help couples plan the event of -
a lifetime. The panel of experts
include: Photography, Florist,
D.J., Videography, Invitations,
Honeymoon Travel, Bridal
Accessories, Chair Covers,
Cakes, Decorating, Catering, -
Reception Halls, and.

"Engraving. .

The weddmg experts not
only will offer tips on how

* to better plan and prepare

for the wedding but also will
give advice on how to save

are not there to sell products
or services.

The workshop is free of
charge to those who make res-
ervations in advance; tickets
will cost $10 at the door. To
make a reservation or for more
information, call (734) 453- -
8872.

Perennial exchanqe

The Trailwood Garden Club
sponsors a Perennial Exchange
at the Plymouth Fall Festival
9-11 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 8.

The exchange is open to
members of the community

- on a “bring something, take
‘something” basis at no charge.
" The club, a member of the

Woman’s National Farm &
Garden Association, will be set

 up at the east end of Kellogg -
- Park, opposite the Wilcox

House.
For more information, call
(7349 459-7146.

Grief support
Ward Presbyterian Church
sponsors an eight-week grief
workshop, “From Grief to New
Hope,” beginning Sept. 10. .
This free workshop is

runs the 'Tiger«s will ‘ have the
followmg week (Monday-Sunday).
THAT'S IT! Go to HometownLife.com for details.

OE08546412

" shift) 12:15-5 p.m. or (second
_shift) 4:30-9 p.m. Volunteers
*"do not have to work every

open to the community and
will be presented by Cathy
Clough of Plymouth, direc-
tor of New Hope Center for
Grief Support in Northville.
Each session will begin with
a presentation about one
aspect of grief followed by
small group participation

led by trained facilitators.

. Attendees will be placed in

groups with others who have
had similar losses.

The workshop will meet
for eight consecutive Monday
nights from 7-8:45 p.m. at
Ward Church located on
6 Mile and Haggerty in
Northville. For registration
information call Barh at
Ward Presbyterian Church at
(248) 3'74-5943. For informa-
tion about other age and loss
specific grief support groups
offered by New Hope Center
for Grief Support call (24«8)
348-0115.

Corn Maze help

The folks at Maybury Farm
in Northville need volunteers
for the Maybury Farm Corn
Maze, which begins Friday,
Sept. 21 and runs through Oct.
30. Volunteers are needed on
Fridays from 4:30-9 p.m., and,
Saturdays and Sundays (first

weekend.
Drivers are also needed who

can drive the wagons with
either a tractor or team of
horses.

To volunteer or for more
information, call Shari Peters,
president of the Northville
Community Foundation, (248)
374-0200. ’

Artists needed

.The Plymouth Community -
Council on Aging islooking
for volunteer artists for a cre- .
ative display project for The
Plymouth Community Council
on Aging.

Sports background or the

. simple love of baseball would .
be helpful. The project will be

needed by Oct. 8.-

Interested artists should call
Bobbie at (734) 453-1234, Ext.
236 for more information.

Crafter call

B The Plymouth Historical
Museum is seeking crafters
for its second-annual Craft

Bazaar and Bake Sale 9 a.m. -

to 5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 1.
Tables are $15 each. Crafters
are accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis, as the
museum has limited room.
Applications are available
on the Museum Web site at
http://plymouthhistory.org/
craft/craftshow.pdf or at the
Plymouth Historical Museum.
Hand-crafted items only,
please.

® The Plymouth Fall
Festival is accepting applica-
tions for its Craft Show that
takes place during the Fall
Festival Sept. 7-9, 2007.

Ten-by-ten foot spots will
cost $75 per day or $200
for the three-day weekend.
Jewelry vendors will be juried
this year and have an earlier
deadline of June 30.

Applications are available
to download at www.plym-
outhfallfestival.com or for
more information call Colleen

-Brown-at (734) 455-1614.

Golf beneflt

Conestoga—Rovers &
Associates sponsors its
12th-annual Cal Branigan
Memorial Golf Outing, a

. charity event benefiting

Habitat for Humanity of
Western Wayne.

The event was established in
1995 to honor Cal Branigan,
a former CRA employee

" who-died of a heart attack.

Branigan was a hardworking,

" dedicated individual who was

‘well respected by his co-work-
ers and clients.

This year’s outing takes
place at Northville Hills Golf
Club, 15565 Bay Hill Drive, in
Northville, Thursday, Sept. 20.
Registration, cart assignment
and warm-up starts at 10:30
a.m., with a noon shotgun
start. A buffet dinner, with
awards, prizes and gifts, starts
at 6 p.m.

For more information, call
(734) 667-4653. ' .

Creative writing
Life and Writing Coach Jane

.. ~Saylor offers creative writing
classes that will help students -
- enjoy.writing more, feel more

confident with their writing
on a personal and business
level, challenge themselves
to learn, never be staring at
a blank page and learn about

‘- themselves in a very unique

‘way.
- Saylor teaches with one- _

" to-one, individual attention,
“in classes set up according to

the student’s schedule, and
‘provides a new perspectxve on
writing,

Saylor coaches in writing
the same way she coaches -
in life, with the focus.on the
individual as an entire being,”

- including physical, intellec-

tual, emotional and spiritual.

- Classes are fun and always '

upbeat.
Cost is $150 for six weeks,

‘which can be paid in three

$50 payments or use PayPal or

_ check by mail.

To set up individual cre-
ative writing sessions, which
will take place over the
telephone and the internet
according to the writer’s
schedule, e-mail Saylor at
GrandSchemePress@com-~
cast.net or call (734) 546-
3260.

YMCA board

-The Plymouth Family
YMCA is looking to grow 1ts

' Board of Advisors.

This is an opportunity for
members of the Plymouth,
Canton or Northville com-

- munities who are looking

to get more involved in

their community. There

are monthly meetings from

September through June.

Responsibilities include

advocacy, fund-ralsmg and

expertise. ' (
Anyone interested in getting

more information can contact

Josh Landefeld at (734) 453-
2904 or jlandefeld @ymcame-
trodetroit.org -
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MARKET
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; independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.‘,

hometown health plan.

Is your HMO in transition? Then take a look

at Blue Care Network. Your neighbors in
Plymouth, Canton, and all over Michigan have -
trusted us for years. And we offer the biggest
network you'll find anywhere, with-more T
doctors and hospitals — including yours. i

It's the friendly hornet0wn service and great Y

care you're used to. And now, it's there for you
in even more places, in and out of state. Talk
to your doctor or visit MiBCN.com/chooseblue
to learn more. |
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The vigil drew more‘ than 80 people on a warm late-summer evening.

PROTEST

FROM PAGE At

president of the Northville
Democrat Club, who was in
Kellogg Park Tuesday night.
“Some other key Republicans
have turned against the war.
Congress has the ability to cut
the funding and set a timetable
for getting out, which is what
we'd like to see.”;

The crowd was made up.
largely of Baby. Boomers, a _
fact.not lost on those who
were there. One woman said
] otlced the ‘majority of

the people in attendance were
close to her age, and she thinks
she knows why.

“I kept thinking, ‘Where
are the young people?” said
Plymouth resident Paula
Bowman. “They’re not here
because there’s no draft. It’s
not affecting them personally

That lack of impact and
awareness is something every-
one should take note, Mosher
said.

“We really need to be

- involved in this community,”
“Mosher said. “People need to
become educated.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTGGRAPHER

er-year-old Catherine Campbell attended the vigil with her dad and mom,
-Jeff and Heidi Campbell, sister Annie, 4, and 3-month-old brother Will. The

Campbell famrly lives in Plymouth

Another part of the plan,
aceording to Mardigian, is to -
get the community involved.
The board is expected to begin
making presentations to the
community as early as this
month, and whichever search
firm gets the job is expected
to conduct community forums
to collect public input on the .
qualities desired in a new -
superintendent.

“We have to get the commu-

nity revved up and engaged,”
Mardigian said.

Board members expect .
the position to bé posted in -
January, and hope to have
Ryan’s replacement signed to a
contract by the end of March.

Accordmg to Ryan, that timing

is critical, because that’s when
candidates will be seeking to

move on.
“The goal is to start inter-

. viewing in March, because
“that’s when people start look-
-+ ing,” Ryan said. “They re doing

all the work up front.”

The new supermten-
dent is expected to begin
work July 1. In the interim,
Assistant Superintendent of -
Admlnlstratrve Services Ken
Jacobs is expected to serveas
superintendent pro tem.

Although Ryan got the job as
_an internal promotion when he

took over for Kathleen Booher
in 2002, he said it’s unlikely

-the next superintendent will

come from within.

“There have been no identi-
fiable (internal) candidates,”
Ryan said. “If the board can’t
find someone in the search,
they could look inside. nght
now, the board is committed to
the search.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700
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3947 W. 12 Mrle 248-543 3115 M-8a 10-5: 30 Thurs 10-8:. 30 Call For Extended Hours 8/13/07 9/9/07

WANTED OPINIONS

All types of people needed for one-day focus group
Interesting discussions, thought-provoking
" material and free food are provided

$15-$18 per hour

Particpants are paid at the end of the day
586-806-0203

(No sales prtch we promrse)
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-on fire, another wire landed
- on the roof of a nearby office

FIRE

and praying we can salvage
the sixth one because we don’ t
have the money

The agency is accepting
donations.

While one portion of the
down power line lit the vans

building and caused damage.
Canton Fire Chief Michael
Rorabacher said the rooftop
fire extinguished itself.

CWO’s offices sustained -
cosmetic heat damage from
the blaze.

Although fire trucks arrived
at the office just moments
after a 9-1-1 call was placed,
Rorabacher said the crew had
to wait more than an hour for
DTE Energy representatives
to get to the scene and cut the
active wires. ,

“By that time, there wasn’t
much left to burn,” Rorabacher
said.

According to its Web site,
Quest, which also offersa

residential pr,ogram, “provides
support serviges for persons
with special needs to promote
inclusion, maximize indepen-

dence and improve quahty of
life” - ‘

To make a donation to CWO,
lqg onto WWW.Quest365.org or

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

'A total of six passenger vans were destroyed in the Saturday afternoon blaze, which was caused by a downed power line..

stop by its offices at 5900 N.
Lilley, Suite 108.

. tiparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700
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Plymouth man honored for lifetime achievement

Plymouth resident Bob
Mundt, Sr., area franchisee for
The UPS Store, was recently
recognized with a “Lifetime
-Achievement Award” by fran-
chisor Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.

Mundt received this presti-
gious award at the company’s
global convention.

As an area franchisee of
nearly 100 The UPS Store loca-
tions in the state of Michigan,
Mundt has distinguished him-
self as a leader in the industry.
His career with MBE spans 18
years, many of which have been
spent giving back to the net-
work through his involvement
on several franchise commit-
tees, MBE officials said.

“Bob has served whenever
asked with humility and digni-
ty,” said MBE President Stuart
Mathis. “His contributions to
our network are legendary.”

Mundt has been previously
recognized for his outstanding

- achievement and leadership
within the franchise network,
having received the “Domestic
PACE Award” in 1999 and the
“Area Franchisee of the Year
Award” in 2001. With the
“Lifetime Achievement Award,”

| _Arthur 7/

Franchssed

Bob Mundt, Sr. (holding award), poses with (from left) Stuart Mathis,
president, Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.; Bob Mundt, Jr.; Bob Mundt Sr.; Peter Mundt;
vern Higberg; UPS vice president, Corporate Strategy, after winning the
Lifetime Achievement Award from Mail Boxes Etc.

owners in the Michigan area,”
- said Mundt.

By the end of the year, Mundt
will be retiring as an area fran-
chisee. He will be handing the
business over to his:sons, Bob
Mundt Jr. and Peter Mundt,
who have worked alongside

he now joins only three others
who have received this honor-
able distinction since the com-
pany’s founding in 1980.

“I have really enjoyed work-
ing with all the people in The
UPS.Store network but espe-
cially the outstanding center

NEWS BRIEFS

their dad for the past 15 years.
Young poet wins honor

Nathan Wilson, a sixth-
grader at Our Lady of Good
Counsel
School, has
been named
awinnerina
poetry contest
sponsored by
Creative Com-
munication,
Inc.

Nathan’s
poem was cho-
sen from among thousands of
entries as one of the top 10 in
his grade division.

Winners in the contest, open
to students kindergarten-12th
grade, are receiving special
recognition in the poetry
anthology “A Celebration of

Wilson

Young Poets.”

Each top ten winner receives
a complimentary copy of the
anthology and a $50 savings
bond. Poems are selected for
their literary merit, creativity,
and social significance.

'
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The New Hope Center for Grief Support in Northville and Plymouth
Township's St. John's Golf & Conference Center are teaming up to try and
raise $25,000 with the ninth annual “Good Grief" golf outing.

‘New Hope Ce
it up to fun

'

'BY BRAD KADRICH.
STAFF WRITER

The New Hope Center for
Grief Support in Northville
offers a variety of grief support

groups and workshops, includ-

ing a support group for kids at
St. Kenneth Catholic Church in
Plymouth Township.

In order to continue offering

these groups free-of charge,

center staffers know they have

to count on the generosity of
Iocal businesses and residents
for funding. And so far, the
help has always been there.

That’s why Cathy Clough,
the executive director and
Plymouth resident, is confi- .
dent next week’s ninth-annual
“Good Grief” golf outing, New
Hope’s largest fund-raiser
of the year. A holiday event
generally raises some $7,000-
$10,000, and the first “Hike for
Hope” at Northville’s Maybury
State Park in May raised about
$7,000.

“It’s an extremely impor- -
tant event for us,” Clough
said of the golf outing,
which last year raised some
$22,000. “It’s what allows us’
to offer all the free support.
groups and workshops that
we do, not only in Plymouth,
but the surrounding commu-
nities and around southeast .
Michigan.”

“This year’s event takes place

lter tees
rograms

Saturday, Sept. 8, with a 10
a.m. shotgun start at St. John’s -
Golf & Conference Center in
Plymouth Township. The cost
for this four-person scramble,
which includes 18 holes of golf
with a cart, lunch, dinner,

- contests and prizes, is $125 per

golfer (dinner-only tickets cost
$35).

The event also features live
and silent auctions, with items
such as use of an RV for a four-
day weekend and a week-long
stay at a Florida condo among"
the items up for bid. ’

Clough hopes the event
draws the maximum 144 golf-
ers (at press time, slightly
more than 100 had signed
up), and set a goal of $25,000.
While the ticket price is
responsible for some of the
money raised, New Hope also
counts on business sponsor-
ships, which she said are
slightly down this year.

““We obviously would like to
have a few more golfers, and
we also need business spon-
sorships,” Clough said. “We're
down on those a little this year,
and I know it’s because of the
economy.

“Everything we : do we do for
free, so we have to raise money
in order to keep doing it,” she
added. “The only way wedo
that is through fund-raising
and through individual busi-
ness sponsorships.”

it
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BY REBECCA JONES
 STAFF WRITER

With the start of classes
just days away, thousands of
students can't get enough of
a fictitious high school where
everyone sings catchy tunes
and shuns stereotypes.

At Laurel Park Place on
Tuesday, Livonia Public
Schools celebrated the dawn-
ing of the new school year with

a “High School Musical” party
theme.

Drew Seeley, a smger from
the original Disney movie,
made a guest appearance and
signed autographs. Students
also took their turn at the
mike, singing karacke numbers
from the movie.

Creative and Performlng
Arts students performed the
musical this winter.

Brittany Harris, a junior
who played one of the Wildcat
cheerleaders, and castmates
Sarah Babmskl, Madelyn
Prebola and John Argue
couldn't help but dance along
to songs they knew so well.

- “Lthink it’s a good way to.get
people involved,” Harris said of
LPS’ welcome back party. “It’s
going to be a good year.” .

Students from high school
to preschool, and from cities
like Novi, Taylor and Dearborn
joined in the fun. Activities
included dance instruction,
face painting and double-
Dutch jump roping.

It wasn't the first “High
School Musical” party Jessica
and Jenna Smith of Livonia
have been to this summer.
‘When “High School Musical 2”

played on TV a few weeks ago,
the sisters had friends over.

On Tuesday, they stood in
line with Jessica and Emily
Wagner from Coolidge
Elementary to have a cari-
cature artist draw their pic-
tures.

Between 5,000 and 7,000
people showed up for the event,
said Patrick Derrig, the mall’s
marketing director.

Many of them dressed for the
occasion.

Kennedy Elementary sec-
ond-grader Kylie Vinitski wore
a shirt that said “I (heart)
Troy,” referring to the charac-
ter Troy Bolton. She picked up
the shirt at the stage version of
“High School Musical” with her
mom and sister.

“ngh School Musical” on 1ce
is in the works.

“I want there to be a ‘High
School Musical 3,” said Taylor
resident Baylie Kirk, a third-
grader who wore a shirt with

‘Seeley’s picture on it that she

CROP walkers hope to
top last year's numbers

~ BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER ‘

Organizers of the 2007
Plymouth-Canton CROP -
Hunger Walk are hoping to
nearly double the number of
walkers and amount of money
they raised a year ago to help
the Plymouth Salvation Army.

A year ago, 57 walkers raised
some $6,600 in the Plymouth-
Canton Hunger Walk. Officials
this year are aiming for 120
walkers and $12,000 in dona-
tions designed to stop hunger
both in the local community
and around the world. A por-

* tion of the funds raised here
will benefit the Plymouth
Salvation Army, which serves
Plymouth, Canton, Northvﬂle )
and Belleville.

The 2007 walk is set for
Oct. 7, starting at St. John's
Episcopal Church on Sheldon
in Plymouth Township.
‘Registration starts at 1:30 p.m.,
with the walk starting at 2 p.m.
Walkers ean do either of two
routes: a two-mile route and
a four-mile route. Both routes
will wind through the heigh-
borhoods of Plymouth, through
the downtown area and back-to
St. John's. Walkers raise money
through pledges or their own
donations. Organizers hope

walkers will raise an average of
some $100 apiece.

“We're optimistic,” said Bill
Brave, a member at St. John’s
who has organized the local
walk the last two years. “We
have some other churches
involved this year, to we're
hoping to get more walkers.
Everyone is welcome, even if
you haven't gotten pledges you
can sign up to walk that day.”

The CROP Walk, organized
to benefit Church World
Services, will take place in
Plymouth-Canton along with
some 2,000 cities and towns
nationwide, according to infor-
mation provided by Church

“World Services officials, who

said many walkers will wear
“We walk because they walk”
T-shirts, proclaiming their
solidarity with the millions of

_neighbors around the world

who have to walk to live -- as

well as with the millions served
by local food pantries, food
banks, and meal sites in the

U.S. These local ministries
share in the funds raised by
CROP Hunger Walks.

“For more information about

the Plymiouth-Canton CROP

Hunger Walk, contact Brave at -
(734) 414-9867.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700

Dancers show the crowd moves from “High School Musical 2.”

Party whets students’ appetite for new yea

picked up at the “High School
Musical” concert in January.
Having met the actor face-to-
face, Kirk conﬁrmed that he is
cute.

Frost Middle School eighth-
grader Chad Maura sang kara-
oke to “Getcha Head in the
Game.” He’s “kind of” excited
for the start of the school year.

“My friends — I want to see
them again,” he said. “I have a
new locker. I have speech and
drama this'year, so I'm kind of

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A packed crowd at Laurel Park Place watches “High School Musical” performances during the leonla Pubhc Schools
back to school party Tuesday . . '

excited.”

Maura wants to be a singer
and actor himself and is con-
sidering getting involved in the
CAPA program when he gets to

high school.

Donna McDowell, the dis-
trict administrator who helped
organize the event, said it was
a success “It’s so fun because

everyone had a chance to see
people before the school year
began

rr;ones@hometownhfe com | (734) 953-2054

Choose From The Lafest Styles & Covers

20%,,70*OFF

La-Z-Boy® Rechners ® Sofas o Motlon Sofas Sleepers
Sectlonals e Designer Chairs e EVERYTHING MUST GuO1

- PLUS -

~- One Year FREE quncmgl

VisIT THE
CANTON STORE TODAY
- FoR
INCREDIBLE SAVINGS
ON GENUINE
LA-Z-BOY® FURNITURE!

Haggerty Rd §

ThIS Locatlon Only'

FURNITURE GALLERIES®

CANTON

40150 Ford Road: (734) 981- 1000
www.lzhml.com

e with approved credit to qualified buyers, $1699 mlmmum purchase required
cing program. To avoid retroactive finance charges on deferred payment (speclal terms)

s Prevnous and/or addltlonal transactions may affect monthly payment and flnance charge amounts. Fmancmg and other prom
are ‘not vahd on prevnous purchases. 30% dep051t required on all layaways & special orders. Sée store for fuil details on financ!
ERE LA Z4 BOY and LAZ BOY URNITURE GAL‘ ERIES are reg|stered trademarks of La-Z- Boy lncorporated



http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
file:///Hamm
http://www.ErieMetalRoofs.com
mailto:rrjones@hometownlife.com

A8 (CP) Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, August 30, 2007 ' . , ‘ : ’ : \

Your Complere Home Furnishin

www.hometownlife.com

hoode Your
ize & Style

* Howme of SOLID WOOD FURNITURE
. 7]16, NORTh CENTER St.,

| DOWNTOWN NQRTIivillg'



http://www.hometownlife.com
http://WWW.SAWMiliMANTEl.CO.COM

www.hometownlife.com Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, August 30, 2007 (*) A9

Madonna
reception
features
Tuscany

Madonna University
launches its first Continuing
Education Welcome Reception
entitled, “Tastes, Sights &
Sounds of Tuscany” 6-9 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 26.

Tantalize your tastebuds
with Italian wine, appetizers,
and desserts at the strolling
reception, which will feature
artwork capturing Italy’s
character and sprawling land-
scapes. Guests will enjoy hear-
ing personal stories and memo-
ries of Italy, and possibly win a
door prize.

" “Our speakers are gifted
and talented individuals, who
have rich life experiences to
share with attendees,” said
Joan Stephens, director of
Continuing Education. “It is
a great opportunity for the
community to have fun while
learning about Tuscany.”

The reception features
author Perry J. Martini, pho-
tographer Monte Nagler and : . .
art historian Deborah Kawsky. sy , ‘ Pricg Beflosts 400 oft Sevi
Martini, the author of “My : - Lo e o ‘ ;

Father’s Compass: Leadership
Lessons for an Immigrant
Son,” will discuss his journey
from the hills of an Italian
Abruzzo village to north-
eastern Ohio. Displaying his
fine art photography of Italy,
Farmington Hills artist Nagler
then will share his travel
insights. Wrapping up the eve-
ning will be Plymouth resident
Kawsky, who will take the
audience on an art history tour
of Italy via a slide presentation.

“Tastes, Sights & Sounds of
Tuscany” costs $24 and will be
held in the University Center,
14221 Levan Road in Livonia,
north of St. Francis Pond.

To register, call (734) 432-
5804 or visit www.madonna.
edu.
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State's job losses
dampen Labor Day

Thousands of Michiganders will break out their walking
shoes Monday and follow the governor across the Mackinac
Bridge. Typically, between 50,000 and 65,000 people take
part in the annual Labor Day event, where participants walk
across the five-mile span that connects Michigan’s two pen-
insulas.

The Mackinac Bndge Walk, which has taken place on
Labor Day since 1958, is a distinctive Michigan tradition
that offers a umque perspective of our state. There may be
no other view in Michigan as grand as the one from atop
the bridge, looking out across beautiful Lakes Huron and
Michigan, with Mackinac Island dominating the eastern
horizon. ,

But it won't just be the majestic view the governor and

the rest of the participants will be there to celebrate. They

will also recognize the importance of Labor Day, which in
Michigan has always been a big deal because of the state’s
long history of organized labor. In fact, the national holiday,

which dates back to 1882, has generally been associated with -

unions and “Big Labor.”

These are not the best of times for orgamzed labor. In this
climate of outsourcing and consolidation, Michigan has been
shedding manufacturing jobs at an alarming rate. But 1t isnt
Jjust factory jobs we are losing,

Recent numbers released by the Department of Labor and

Economic Growth indicate the state has lost 9 percent of its

total jobs since June 2000. Manufacturing jobs account for
more than half of the total — nearly 300, OOO Iost jobs since
2000, which is a staggering statistic. \

Losing these jobs, which provided the backbone of middle
class for generations, has had a trickle-down effect, and other

sectors of the job market have also been impacted, including

plenty of white-collar positions. In fact, the total number of
people working in Michigan is now only about 4.2 million
— the lowest total since July 1995, according to the Senate
Fiscal Agency. The state has experienced six consecutive

years of job loss, a trend that is expected to contmue through

2007.

And these job losses have 1mpacted everything from public
school funding to the real estate market - Michigan is now
one of the leadmg states in home foreclosures.

" Despite this grim reality, politicians in Lansing have con-
tinued their partisan bickering and sniping. That’s the last
thing we can afford at a time when we need a cohesive
economic strategy to stem the tide of job loss, and actually
attract new employers to our state — something Democrat
and Republican leaders both say is important.

Well, talk is cheap. At.some point, lawmakers need to find
some kind of consensus and actually get something done.
Step up and walk the walk. Perhaps they will be inspired by

the thousands who Monday will make their way across the

Michigan should join
those going smoke-free

The Michigan Legislature has debated banning smoking
in bars and restaurants for nearly a decade, and it appears
-unlikely a vote on the controversial issue will take place again
this year.

But the issue of smoking in public places is sure to heat
up again next year, and sooner or later state lawmakers will

have to vote on the proposed ban. And when they do, we urge

them to join an ever-growing list of cities and states around
the country in snuffing out smoking in public places.
For years, the battle over smoking has focused on indi-

vidual rights: The rights of the nonsmoker to be free of the -
intrusion and potential health risks of second-hand smoke vs. .

the rights of the smoker to light up when and where he or she
pleases.

With mounting ev1dence that second-hand smoke presents
a true public health concern, one could argue that allowing
smoking in public places represents dangerous behavior. The

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates

that about 38,000 nonsmokers die from lung cancer or heart
disease each year as a result of exposure to second-hand
smoke,

Bills that would prohibit smokmg in restaurants and
later in bars were first introduced in 2000, and have been

staunchly opposed by the Michigan Restaurant Association -

and the Michigan Licensed Beverage Association. The trade
- groups warn that such a ban would be a death knell for many

of their members, and that individual restaurants and bars
* should have the right to decide whether to allow smoking.

But one of the reasons why the push to ban smoking is

gaining steam is the bar and restaurant industry has done

" a poor job of protecting nonsmokers from those exercis-
ing their right to light up with little regard for their fellow
patrons. Designated smoking areas are not properly sealed
off from the rest of the establishment or, worse in the case of
many bars, do not exist at all.

It is never easy for a politician to take on a powerful i interest
group that spends lots of cash on campaign contributions, but
at least 15 other states have stepped up and banned smoking
in restaurants and/or bars.

The time has come for Michigan to join that list.
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Public safety questions

Recently an article (‘Adding fuel to the -
fire,” Thursday, Aug. 16) had some state- -

. ments that need to be addressed by the

Plymouth Community Fire Fighters.

First of all, we are opposed to any
attempt to develop any public safety
department that would utilize employees -
as both police and fire. Recognizing that
there are financial concerns that must be
addressed, any discussion must realize that
the public’s safety must be prioritized

Plymouth Police Chief Wayne Carroll’s
statement that “Tt didn’t help in finding out
fire stations were being closed for parties,
and the (fire) chief telling us there was no
loyalty tothe city and couldn’t get guys to
come to work” is patently false, misleading

- and insulting,

The Plymouth Community Fire Fighters
step up constantly on their days off to
maintain the minimal staffing levels of

* this department. -

Currently our membership is down four
members. It is only through their loyalty,
dedication and professionalism that our
stations stay open 24 hours 365 days a
year. If there are any closings for “parties”

"I'would certainly like to know about them.

The members of our ﬁre depariment
hope that these two communities sort out
their problems and continue to allow us to

provide the best and most professional ser-

vice available to our residents.
Public Safety Officers is a concept that
does not work in Michigan. There are

‘countless cities that have fallen away from

this concept after-experiencing it. Don’t be
misled by arguments that do not include
all the facts and the true concern for the
safety of the department and the residents
it protects.

_ The city residents will lose more

than 350+ years of fire-fighting experi-
ence and the first response Fire Fighter
Paramedics with transport capabilities.
The Firefighters are currently trained in
Advanced Life Support, Advanced Cardiac
Life Support, Pediatric Advanced Life
Support and other advanced life-saving
skills. The firefighters are fully equipped
with life saving drugs and equipment and
are able to transport patients to area hos- -

. pitals.

A few questions I would ask if I was a

" resident in the city: What medical train- -
. ing will the police officers have? Who will

transport me or my children to the hospital
if and when the private ambulance compa-
ny doesn’t show up? Who will respond to
the fire or medical emergency if the police
are busy? What tax break will I be given as
a city resident for this severe reduction in
service? How much money has been saved
since the fire merger started in 1995?

Why at a time when communities all over
the state are looking at merging services
Plymouth is looking at getting out?

In the meantime, when you dial 911 for a
medical or fire emergency, members of the
Plymouth Community Fire Department
will continue to proudly serve your famlly
in a timely and efficient manner.

Dan Atkins and the

- Plymouth Community Firefighters
still time to stop mine

Kurt Kuban’s Aug. 19 editorial con-
demning the DEQ for approving the min-

Michigan. Ihank you.

LETTERS

ing of nickel in the Upper Peninsula would
have made Henry David Thoreau and John
Muir proud in its eloquent defense of pro-
tecting the magnificent resources we pos-
sess here in Michigan. Not only should we
be limiting sulfide mining here in the state,
but we should severely curtail oil and gas
drilling and clear-cut lumbering practices
on our state’s public lands. We need to be
preserving the beauty and wildness that
exists within these peninsulas.

Instead of working to attract dirty man-
ufacturing plants and extractive industries
that pollute and despoil our state, the
governor and the legislature need to more
aggressively promote Michigan as a tour-
ist destination. Let’s say no to mining and
drilling and say yes to camping, fishing,
hunting, boating and hiking. Michigan can

. and should be the wildest and most unde-

veloped state east of the Mississippi.
Michigan is truly a water and winter

- wonderland. Although global warming

may bring an abrupt end to our showy
winters, the waters will still be here to
enjoy. As Mr. Kuban said, there is still time
for citizens to voice their opposition to this
mining project, which may destroy the
trout fishery on two of the U.P’s cleanest
rivers, by e-mailing the DEQ at DEQ-
Kennecott-comments@mlchlgan gov
before Oct. 17. _
Thaddeus J. Hejka
~ Canton

Mine is bad decision
I read Kurt Kuban's column on

Michigan’s decision to allow a sulfide
mine to operate in the Upper Peninsula.

- Tam very concerned, as I am from Butte,

Montana. I was born and raised in Butte
for 19 years, but havé lived in Michigan for
the last 36 years. I would hate to see hap- -
pen in Michigan what the Berkeley Pit has

“caused in Butte.

It created many jobs for my parents’ gen-
eration, but when it stopped operating, it

. filled up to be a very large body of caustic

water. To find pictures and articles about

_ the Berkeley Pit and the environmental

damage it caused, Google “Berkeley Pit.”
I hope this letter makes people
think before this devastation is done to

- Bonnie Ministrelfi
Livonia

Don't be silenced, America
In comment to Terry Ahwal’s view on
the lifestyle of the American people about
the Iraq war. My own thoughts are frustra-
tion, anger and disbelief that Washington
has carved out a policy as the American
people sit back and let happen.
If it continues ... and it seems like i it w111
.. America will not be the America as we
know it from the past. It’s going to have
a totally different look, feel and attitude.’
And my fear is that we will not realize it
is, or has happened. We need to go back
to basics, of what our forefathers drew
up for us 300-plus years ago. We need to
speak up at town hall meetings, write our
Congressmen and newspapers, and no
matter what, we should never allow the
government to silence our press, or our
words.

Jody Mosteller

Livonia

A way to solve state budqet

I was reading in the newspapers about
how “Governor Taxholm” was crying
about how there wasn’t enough money
in the general fund to pay state troopers’
salaries and they would have to lay off
about 60 to balance the budget. I have
a wonderful suggestion and thatis ... to
pass a state law that would prohibit using
a cell phone while operating a vehicle
and use those funds to help pay troopers’
salaries.

I know of communities that have
policemen, after putting in eight hours of
regular work, who can come in and take

. an unmarked car equipped with radar

and write as many tickets as possible and
receive time and a half to pay for judges
salaries and maintenance of court build-
ings. If you don’t believe me, check with
some of the surrounding communities. -
But this will never happen because so
many politicians are talking on their cell
phones.

Robert Siedlik
Livonia -

Isupport\imbéachmen't |

I write to offer my greatest thanks
to the 20 members of the House of
Representatives who have signed on to
impeach Vice President Cheney, and
to the 28 members of the House of
Representatives who have signed on to
impeach Attorney General Gonzales.-
Bravo.

But incredibly, the news of these
impeachment movements is not being’
prominently or seriously reported by the ,
mainstream media — do you suppose any-
one could guess why? :

Among my family and friends some of
them are amazed to learn that anyone in
Washington is pursuing impeachment
because, by getting their news only from
Republica.n—owned sources, they have no
idea that anyone is doing anything to put
an end to this corrupt regime. -

I have asked and I continue to ask my
representatives in the House and Senate to
support full investigations and impeach-
ment procedures immediately. This _
country and the world cannot afford to let
this corrupt regime remain in power any

_longer.

Gwen Foss
Farmington

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clanty space
and content.

Mail: '
Letters to the editor
Plymouth Observer

», 1100 South Main S

Plymouth, Mi '48}70 ,

Fax:

- (734) 459-4224

E-mail:
bkadnch@hometownhfe com

- QUOTABLE

“The money that our commumty so graciously approved in the past to i |mprove our schools can't be used by state
law, to operate our schools ... We can pass bonds to improve the buildings, but not for such things as busing,
teacher’s salaries or buying educational materials.”

- Steven Sneideman, Plymouth- Canton Schools trustee, on money prowded in voter-approved bonds to fix or :

renovate school buuldlngs



http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:DEQKennecott-comments@michigan.gov
mailto:DEQKennecott-comments@michigan.gov
mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com

www.hometownlife.com -

| _OTHER OPINIONS |

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, August 30, 2007

(CPWReGc) Al

Newspapers shedding reporters,
‘but who will search for the truth?

acations don't just refresh the body; they
help concentrate the mind and renew and
refresh thesoul.

My wife Kathy and I have just returned from some
days in our cabin on the south shore of Lake Superior.
We had family — including two adorable little grand-

daughters — with us. And we had deep blue sky, long

winding trails, clear waters and happy dinners.

Plus time to reflect.

One chain of reflections has to do with the
trade I practiced for most of my life — newspa-
pers and journalisim. I was a newspaper publisher
for more than 40 years. I sold my company a few
years ago, as it became more and more evident
that the business model that had sustained my
mdustry was in the process of dissolving.

The world I made my living
from is now a direct casualty of
massive changes caused by the
Internet, a medium that did not
even exist in 1987. Today, news-
papers evefywhere are in trouble.

Nationally, newspaper read-
ership and circulation are way
down, and advertising revenue
figures are worse.

Knight-Ridder, which for many

years owned the Detroit Free
Press and many other distinguished titles, has
disappeared. The Chicago Tribune, one of the
historic monuments of Midwestern journalism,
has been tentatively sold in a transaction that
looks increasingly shaky.

On Wall Street, newspaper stocks are perform-
ing dismally across the board. In an attempt to
preserve operating profits, newspaper publishers
have cut costs to the bone. Even great papers like
the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal
have decreased the width of their pages this year
to reduce newsprint costs.

Newspapers have clustered operations into
regional groupings to achieve economies of scale in
production and business office operations. Finally, -
they've cut staff, especially in the newsroom.

This is an industry that has existed in its pres-
ent form since the 1830s, and which has provided
the most important form of communication
throughout most of the history of this republic.

Yet now many people (including me) are won-
dering whether the newspaper industry is in an
irreversible downward spiral.

Maybe so, maybe not:. But what is clear is that
something very important in America is in the
process of radical change, perhaps even near
elimination. I don’t refer to the business enter-
prise we call the newspaper industry, but to one -
particular group of professionals.

These are folks who have played a remarkably
important role in American public life for more
than two centuries — reporters.

Thousands and thousands of reporters have
been employed by newspapers — whether daily,
weekly or monthly — in virtually every com-
munity across this land. Few of us really know
how important they are and have been. Their job,
which they have sometimes done very well and
sometimes done poorly, has been to ask impor-

Phil Power

tant and sometimes impertinent questions. That
is, to speak truth to power.

How come the mayor’s first cousin got the con-
tract to haul garbage? Why did the school board
decide to put a new school near that wealthy subdi-
vision and give the construction contract to the rich

‘local big shot? How did it happen that a very large

corporation was given free rein by state regulatory
authorities-to pollute a world-class trout stream
that has run clean and sparkling for centuries?
Some of what they ask are just things that
people in a community want to know, because
knowing them is what makes a group of people
a community: Who graduated first in her class
and who married his high school sweetheart just
before going off to war? |
Reporters. I have no idea how many thousands

‘of them there are, and I don’t think anybody real-

ly knows. But their questions have nourished the
life of this republic for more than two centuries.

They've shined the light of disclosure on murky |
places and they've contributed the information
basis for reasoned discourse and shared conscience
to the lives of the communities they served.

And what is sad and virtually certain is that
there will be far fewer of them in years to come
than in the past. Mostly, again, that’s all due to
newspaper economics in the age of the Internet.

Booth Newspapers, a subsidiary of Newhouse's
Advance Publications, runs eight daily newspapers
in Michigan. Earlier this summer, they cut the
number of reporters in its highly regarded Lansing
bureau from eight to three. Meanwhile, the big
Detroit dailies have cut their newsrooms time and
again as their circulations have dropped. I'm neither
immune nor innocent; by the way; when I was a pub-

lisher, I did my share of cost-cutting over the years.

In an age when there are thousands and thou-
sands of bloggers hammering away at all hours
of the day, I happen to think we may be on the
cusp of something that mxght be called “citizen
journalism.”

Indeed, it might be that community news could
become more community-driven (and less news-
paper-owner determined) than in the past. It
might be less “professional,” but it might be more
passionate and far more broadly democratic.

Thanks to our Constitution, we all have as
much right to do journalism as the editors of the
Washington Post.

New York University Professor Jay Rosen put it
this way: “No one owns the practice of reporting
or assigns the right to do it. It’s a democratic thing
to tell others what’s going on and ‘show your work.’
Some people will not be deterred from doing that.
Most of them don’t care what you call them They
do care if their story stands up.”

Just so. Butlooking at the deep blue skies ona U.P.
summer day, I can’t but worry what our public life
might be without thousands of curious, impertinent

folk pecking away in communities all over our country.

Phil Power is president and founder of The Center for
Michigan, a moderate think-and-do tank based in Ann Arbor.
The opinions expressed here are his own and do not rep-
resent official policy pasitions of The Center for Michigan.
Power welcomes reader comment at ppower@hcnnet com.
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The fourth annual Guts & Glory Walk
helps raise awareness of Crohn’s
disease and ulcerative colitis (known
collectively as inflammatory bowel
disease, or IBD) and provides funds
for education and research to assist
those with IBD.

N/ nﬂp FUND A CURE.

1@2 CROHN'S & COLITIS

FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

Saturday, September 8, 2007
Maybury State Park

20145 Beck Road

Northville, Michigan

9:30 a.m. Registration
10:30 a.m. Walk ¢ 11:30 a.m. Family Picnic

FOR MORE INFORMATION, REGISTRATION AND
PLEDGE SHEETS, CALL CCFA MICHIGAN CHAPTER OFFICE
AT 248-737-0900 OR 888-737-CCFA (2232)

HONORARY WALK CHAIRPERSONS

Lila Lazarus
Anchor, Fox TV's WJBK

For ONLINE WALK REGISTRATION
or to DONATE TO THE WALK
go to michigan.ccfa.org
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Region's offerings seem

arlier this summer, Tom Watkins, with
whom I sometimes share this page,
wrote a column about Michigan’s many
tourist offerings. Watkins, a business/educa-
tion consultant who was Michigan’s school

who call Michigan home.
-I réad that column with more than pass—

- ing interest, as my husband and I have just

hosted friends from England for a two-week
stay, accompanied by their daughter who
turned 15 while here. Some of the stops like
Henry Ford Museum were obvious, but we
worried a bit about how
] to fill two weeks with fun
things todo. -
The daughter picked the
Detroit Zoo for her birth-
| day, a big hit, especially
the Arctic Ring of Life and
butterfly house. The Mary
Denning’s Cake Shoppe
(Westland) ¢ake capped off
the evening well.
‘We were surprised at how

‘much they liked the everyday Plymouth

things, including a Plymouth Community
Arts Council concert in Kellogg Park

Aug. 15, the farmer’s market put on by

the Plymouth Community Chamber of
Commerce Saturday mornings, and a
Contemporary Books book discussion (The
World Is Flat by Thomas Friedman) at the
Plymouth District Library. Even our regu-
lar visits to Hiller’s for groceries elicited
considerable interest, with an opportunity
to compare to Tesco’s and other British gro-
cery stores. Hiller’s has a British foods sec-
tion, which prompted some discussion as to
authenticity, but American foods (other than
root beer and Life Savers) were what they
really wanted to try.

A big hit as well was a drive out to
Michigan International Speedway for.
NASCAR qualifying. The day was sunny
and warm and the Goodyear blimp over
the track was a sight to see for our visitors.
We had a rainy Sunday to fill, but managed
with a drive into Detroit for Pewabic Pottery
(my sister-in-law’s suggestion, thank you),
combined with a trip to Belle Isle, where my
husband and I saw how cleaned up the site
was in preparation for the Grand Prix.

While on Belle Isle, we stopped at the
Dossin Great Lakes Museum, definitely
worth visiting. We had a nice chat with a
couple there about Bob-Lo memories, visit-
ing Bob-Lo for rides and how great the boat
trip was. _

We ate in Greektown (Laikon) that
Sunday and found ourselves back in Detroit
a couple days later for a visit to the Motown
Historical Museum. The tour guide was
excellent in describing this rich part of

@ Schoolcraft College

fresher after hosting visitors

Detroit’s history. The ladies had a chance
to sing Stop, In the Name of Love in Studio
A (known to the musicians as the “Snake
Pit”) while the men performed a part of My
Girl. Photos weren’t allowed inside, but our

superintendent, made a good point about all friends took plenty of the famous Hitsville
. our great state has to offer visitors and those

U.S.A. building front.

. 'While at that museum, we visited with a
businessman from Brazil, up for some train-
ing at the Rouge plant. He was so excited to
see where the Motown hits were made, espe-

- cially his favorite group, The Four Tops.

That afternoon, we crossed the border
for a brief visit to Windsor’s scenic park on "
the river. That gave our friends a chance to
say they’d been to Canada, and we would-
have liked to show them more of our good
neighbors’ country. My mom hosted us that
evening at Hogan’s in Bloomfield Township,

" my in-laws a couple days later for a Chinese

buffet (Peking Buffet) in Livonia.

A big hit was Frankenmuth (a colleague
had told me British people love it, and she
was right). We got to Frankenmuth at 10:15
a.m. and didn’t leave until after 9 p.m., with
our friends even missing out on Bronner’s
Christmas store interior, as it had closed at 9.
The chicken dinner at Zehnders, all you can
eat, was popular after a day of walking and
shopping. I even ran into a former teacher, Jay
Schwalm, from Birmingham Public Schools in

‘the dinner line and had a nice chat.

Our group later wanted to visit a beach,
and found Kensington Metropark’s
Martindale beach did just fine and was
close to home. The park looked great, and
our friends commented on how reasonable
admission was.

Tom Watkins’ suggestions came in handy,
thank you, and we needn’t have worried
about how to fill two weeks. Shopping
was popular as well particularly with the
strength of the pound, and it was a chal-
lenge for our friends to pack everything and
get it home.

A friend had somewhat _]okmgly asked
if we had wanted to give the “nice Detroit”
tour or the “shock” one. We know southeast
Michigan’s far from perfect, but our friends
enjoyed their visit, and commented often on
the good customer service that surpassed
what they find at home. The tourist stops
were popular, especially Frankenmuth and
Michigan International Speedway.

It helped my husband and me to see our
hometown and region through someone
else’s eyes to gain a new perspective. We
Detroiters may too often run down the place
we call home, but let’s not forget all the good
people and things here.

Julie Brown of Plymouth Township is presentation
editor for the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers.
She can be reached at (734) 953211 or via e marl at
jcbrown@hometownlife.com.
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Hoffmans Hard Salami
439
Hoffmans Super Sharp
Cheddar *4.89 .
Lipari Oven Roasted
Turkey Breast 2.99 .

Oldtyme Cooked Ham $1 99 lb] w
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tho Tinto (A Red Blend)<<=_

' A soft, fruity Red wine with hints of berries
' and a TOUCH of spice.
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Ale brewed with real umpkm and spices
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