In the spint
Two productions of
A Chnstmas Carol to
play tn metro Detroit
INSERTED SECTION
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~ Cheer Club

The holiday seasen
is here and so is the
Plymouth-Canton
Observer Cheer Club

Please
join us by
bringing
donations
of new
toys and
%4 canned or

2edd hoxed
food to our office at
794 S Mainin
Plymouth, during
business hours, 830
amto530pm
Monday-Friday

The items will be col
lected until Friday, Dec
10, when we'll turn them
over to the good folks
at the Plymouth
Salvation Army They'll
distribute the donations
to needy people in
Plymouth, Canton,
Northville and Bellevilie

When you bring your
donations to the office,
we'll ask you to leave
your name and home-
town, $0 we can recog-

nize your generosity in
the paper Of course,
you're perfectly able
to remain anonymous
if you prefer

For more informa-
tion give us a call at
(734) 459 2700
“Mappy holidays, angd
please keep our Cheer
Club in mind!

Leaf pickup

City Municipal
Services crews have
started their last pick-
ups of bulk leaves
from the curb
According to city offi-
¢lals, If the weather
permits, crews wili
continue working
through this week on
leaf pickup

A changein the
weather to snow will
limit the crews’ ability
to collect teaves and
the program wili stop
Residents always have
the option of bagging
their leaves for curb-
§ide collection on
their regular sold
waste collection day
< Curbside compost
pickup 1s anticipated
fo end this week, but
will resume during the
weeks of Jan 3,10
and 17 For complete
information, contact
the City Solid Waste
and Recycling Hotline
at (734) 455-1392
- In Plymouth
Township, curbside
compost pickup is
scheduled to end Dec
3 Residents will be
&ble to put out com-
fiost on their regultarly
scheduled pickup day
étarough Dec 3
% Christmas tree pick-
Up will be done the
Week of Jan 3-7, at

ich time residents
mii have one more
&hance to put out
gompost Regular
eompost collection
won't resume unti!
Monday, April 4
> Township residents
gan call (734) 453-
8131, Ext 33

Your hometown newspaper
$erving Plymouth and
Plymouth Tewnship for 119
years
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orth|e Curch's holly produtl ‘[ry of Crstmas— A hanqe of Heart ' hits the stage Frid |ght, wih oramzers pf0|smq the
production will be bigger and better

Spreading ‘Glory’

Church production seeks ‘relevant’ message

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Expecting thousands of
people to witness their
annual ‘Glory of
Christmas” performances,
the folks at NorthRidge
Church were hoping to
come up with a production
that was relevant and
thought provoking and
could provide the kind of
holiday fireworks they re
used to giving

In 4 Change of Heart,
they beheve they've come
up with just such a produc-
tion

A Change of Heart 1s

adapted from an 1dea from
a member of the church
and 1s written by a
NorthRidge script writing
team The production fol-
Jows one man through a
mad-life crisis as he strug-
gled with the priorities
hus life and comes to grip
with the long-term conse-
quences of hus Iife choices

Ths 1s an original script

drawn from life expert
ences of people within the
congregation, said.Steve
Childerston NorthRudge’s
drama director ‘We
believe 1t s relevant to the
Iife situations of many peo-
ple 1n our culture The

message will be something
everyone can relate to

A Change of Heart ts
the stageat’7 30 pm
Friday, with additional
performances at 1 and 7 30
pm Saturdayanda3pm
matinee Sunday The same
performance schedule 1s
repeated Friday-Sunday,
Dec 10-12

It s the latest in what has
become a popular massive
production every holiday
season at the church Last
year’s production drew
some 24,000 people over
the two weekends
NorthRidge has become
known for 1ts audio and

video capabilities - church
officials have traveled to
New York and made a
moving video after the 9/11
terrornst attacks - and for
doing things bigger and
better

Roxanne Powell the
churchs director of pro-
gramming and production,
prornuses more of the same
this year, though she
declined to spoil the sur-
prise by revealing new ele
ments of this years pro
duction Its bound to be
big though — 1ts taking
some 900 volunteers

PLEASE SEE HOLIDAYS, A4

Townships can contract cops, fire

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

Gov Jenmifer Granholm
signed 1nto law Tuesday a
bill allowing townships the
option of contracting out
therr police and fire servic-
es to other communities

According to local offi-
cials, though, the bill,
which was introduced by
state Rep Phil LaJoy (R-
Canton), probably won t
have much effect around
Plymouth

“I would say the bill
applies more to rural
townships, like those up
around Midland, for
mstance, said Plymouth
Commuunity Fire

Department Chief Randy
Maycock Those town-
ships could look to bigger
towns to contract services
I don’t think 1t would be
something that would
apply here, because we
already have the support
base for fire service

“Thats never to say in
the future they might look
atit, he added, “but 1
think the bill 1s really
designed for smaller town-~
ships’

Fire services are already
combined 1n the Plymouth
community, with the
PCFD providing fire cover-
age 1n both Plymouth
Township and the city of
Plymouth Dispatch servie-

es for both police and fire
are also combined 1n an
intergovernmental agree
ment that runs through
2006

Former Plymouth
Township Supervisor Steve
Mann actually proposed
providing contract police
services for the city, a move
1n which the city comms-
sion has no interest

‘Local police and fire
departments typrcally pro-
vide residents a sense of
community, said new
supervisor Richard
Reaume ‘Residents typi-
cally feel strongly about
retaimng that identity”

On the other hand, the
bill was enthusiastically

endorsed by Canton Public
Safety Director John
Santomaurc, who testified
1 favor of the bill while 1t
was being reviewed 1n
Lansing

“I approached Phil about
this 1ssue some time ago
and he took the lead 1n
drafting the legislation and
making sure 1t was pushed
through,” Santomauro
saxd ‘The simple reason-
g 1s that while state law
allowed cities to provide
contractual services, the
law did not allow town-
ships to do that”

He said that wath the
way growth 1s occurring

PLEASE SEE TOWNSHIPS, A4
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Holiday
shoppers
hit stores

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM i
STAFF WRITER

O 7

Shoppers 1n Plymouth and Canton turned to
shopping last weekend as a means of helping to
burn off Thanksgiving calories and excess funds
1n therr bank accounts

Muchagan Retarler magazine reported that 41
percent of Michigan retailers saw increased
sales compared to 2003’s Thanksgiving week- 1
end, with 64 percent of businesses predicting
increased sales through January

ABC Warehouse on Ford Road in Canton was

one retailer reporting

/
1
i
“In our case as a bo?mmg sales '
In our case asa {
company, we did more company, we did %
more sales this year .
s than last year, said !

sales this year than o5 = vo o {
v manager ABC i

fast year. Warehouse, with ! ’g

Javk headquarters m

ay harano Pontiac, has 41 stores I
ABC Warehouse i E in Michigan, Ohio !

and Indiana

Electronics proved to be the hottest go-to
items for custony = ~pecially high-definition
televisions

‘The plasma models are moving hore and
more,” Karano said

ABC Warehouse moved to s present location,
with more square footage, abdut a year ago ,
Karano said he belhieves the new location has
helped boost s<Jes simce there 1s more showroom
space

Experienced salespeople make the difference
at ABC Warehouse, according to Karano, adding
that both Fretter and Highland Apphance
which both closed years ago, are listed as previ-
ous employers of some staff members |

“Between 5 6 of us, there 1s 175 years of expe-
rience, Karano said

O & D Bush Jewelers m Plymouth reported
steady traffic over Thanksgiving weekend

“We dud ‘extremely well all day Saturday, said
owner Don Bush As for sales predictions, he ;
said, “I'm hoping they'll be better than last year’ ‘

Rings are selling better this year, and Bush's
also saw an increase 1n special orders Bush’s
will remain open seven days weekly untit
Christmas

Some places, including Dearborn Music i
Canton, reported relatively flat holiday sales
Thanksgiving weekend compared to 2003
Machigan Retailer reported that 19 percent of
Michigan retailers had flat sales on
Thanksgiving weekend

“P'd say sales were about the same (as
2003), said Jennifer Jeffrey, store manager

Hot rtems for holhiday buyers at Dearborn
Music include new release CDs, McFarlaneToys,
plague posters and holiday music CDs

Last-minute buyers, Jeffrey said, tend to grav- {
itate toward gaft cards

At the Giving Basket, which 1s bemng renamed
Wicker and Wine pending a hiquor hicense trans-
fer, business was down before Thanksgiving
The store, at 633 S Main 1n Plymouth, sells pre-
made and custom-made gift baskets are sold 1n
the store and was previously located 1n Old
Village

Business has been picking up over the past

[E.

S m s rome

PLEASE SEE RETAIL, A4

Nobody hurt as car
crashes through
auto center window

BY BRAD KAPRICH
STAFF WRITER

All Nancy Spencer wanted was a sub-~
marme sandwich and some chips from
the Tubby’s inside the Plymouth Super

Center on Ann Arbor Road

What she got was a bird s eye view of
what could have been a hormific acaident —— : WIS A ST A AN :

It happened shortly after 5 p m Sunday Nobody was lnjured when two 450 pound wmdows were smashed by thIS car,
which crashed through the Plymouth Super Center on Ann Arbor Road short-

PLEASE SEE CRASH, A4 ly after 5 p m Sunday

Comung Sunday in your Plymouth Observer
Epilepsy

Redford man starts
support group to help /
those with medical J
condition that affects
every aspect of their
fives In Sunday s

For The Record Ad

Taste Dt

Health section
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FOUNTAIN CONCEPTS The performance features DAR MEETS the merchants with which they
Calin Radulescu and Sarah are registered For more mforma-
The Plymouth Community Dominmque 1n a presentation The Daughters of the tion on the new program, call the:
Youth Advisory Commssionis  from muste director Nan Amencan Revolution, Sarah chamber office, (734) 453-1540
accepting “concepts” for the Washburn and artistic director  Ann Cochrane Chapter of
new “Fountain of Youth” in Dawn Greene Plymouth-Northwille, host a CANTON CONCERT BAND
Kellogg Park Performances are at 11a m Christmas Teaat 1 p m
The commussion recently (with Sugar Plum Fairy Tea Monday, Dec 20, at The Canton Concert Band
took on the project of replac- following) and 4 30 p m Greenmead, Hill House 1n presents 1ts holiday concert, “A
g the fountain 1n the park, Saturday, Dec 4,and 2pm, Livora Guest speaker will be Sleigh-Ride Celebration,” at

which was destroyed earhier
this year

Youth throughout the com-
munity of any age are ehgible
to submut concepts The con-
cepts can be a photograph,
drawing or any medium
desired by the artist

They must be submutted to
Plymouth City Hall, 201 S
Main, by 4 30 pm Jan 21

MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE

The Plymouth Historical
Museum hosts a holiday open
house from 1-5 p m Sunday,
Dec 5

The event will feature special
tours of the “First Ladies of
Fashion” inaugural ball gown
exhibit and hohiday music by
‘Heartstrings ”

The 2 pm program will fea-
ture Dr Martin Brosnan, who
will talk about “The Presidents’
Wives” from Mrs Buchanan to
Mrs Roosevelt

Refreshments will be served
For more mformation, visit the
museum’s Web site at
www plymouthhistory org or
call (734) 455-8940

NUTCRACKER PERFORMANCE

The Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra and Plymouth-
Canton Ballet Company pres-
ent The Nutcracker Ballet Dec
4-5 at the Salem High School
auditorrum

Sunday, Dec 5, with Sugar
Plum Fairy Tea following

Tickets are $20 for adults,
$10 for children and $5 for the
Sugar Plum Tea They can be
found at the Plymouth
Symphony office, 18 Forest
Place in Plymouth, Crystal
Diamond Setters, 467 Forest
Ave , Plymouth, Dearborn
Music Company, 1745 N
Canton Center, Canton, Evola
Music, 7170 Haggerty, Canton,
Dancewear Gallery, 44926
Ford Road, Canton, Joanne’s
Dance Extension, 42020
Koppernick, Canton,
Childrens Dance, 581 Forest,
Plymouth, and P&P Dance
Centre, 329 Industnal Park,
Bellewille

Salem High Schoo} 1s located
at 46181 Joy Road in Canton
For more information, visit
www plymouthsymphony org
or call (734) 451-2112

COMMUNITY BAND CONCERT

The Plymouth Community
Band will be giving its 2004
Christmas concert at 8 pm
Frniday, Dec 3 at the Canton
High School Little Theatre

Canton High School 1s on
Canton Center Road, just
south of Joy There 1s no
admssion

For more information, the
band’s Web link 1s www geoci-
ties com/plycomband
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Sue Daniel For more informa-
tion, call Pam Westerhold,
(734) 420-2775

PICTURES WITH SANTA

RE/MAX Crossroads spon-
sors ‘ Pictures with Santa,” 10
am to12 30 p m Saturday,
Dec. 4 Refreshments will be
provided RE/MAX Crossroads
18 located at 7277 N Lilley at
the corner of Lilley and Warren

PANIC PARTY

The Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce spon-
sors a2 ‘Men’s Panic Party” Dec
16 to help men get their
Christmas shopping done 1n
downtown Plymouth

The evening will feature free
gift-wrapping, “men-style”
treats and extra shopping help

The event takes place from
6-9 p m 1n a vanety of down-~
town Plymouth businesses

For more information, call
the chamber, (734) 453-1540

FEATURED SOLOIST

Plymouth resident Lauren
Erickson will be a featured
soloist at The Tuesday
Muszcale of Detroit Holiday
Concert at 10 30 a m Tuesday,
Dec 7, at Grosse Pointe Woods
Presbyterian Church

Enckson (flute) wall be
accompanied by Lydia Cleaver
(guest harpist) performing
Four Medieval Dances by
Joseph Lauber She will per-
form Cantabile et Presto
(1904) by Georges Enesco and
Tambourin by Gossee, accom-
panied by Noriko Ernst (guest

pianst) Erickson will also pldy

flute for Jan Rae Purdy, col-
oratura soprano, the beautiful
aria Charmante Owseau (La
Perle due Bresil) by Fehdien
Dawid, accompanied by Noriko
Ernest The church 1s located
at 19950 Mack Admuission is
free, with a donation of $5 sug-
gested For more information,
call (248) 848 9930

GRIEF AND THE HOLIDAYS

Ward Presbyterian Church
sponsors a holiday workshop
for those who are grieving

All adults who have exper1-
enced the loss of a loved one

Anniversar ‘

call 416-5527

In honor of Jazzercise Inc's 35th anniversary, the students and
Instructors at the Jazzercise Fitness Center tn Plymouth celebrated
with a special anniversary class and party More than 100 students
danced for an hour on the state-of-the-art aerobic fioor Jazzercise,
located at 250 N Main in Plymouth since March 2002 offers 28 classes
a week, most with free baby-sitting available For more information,

are welcome and encouraged
to attend this free workshop
presented by Cathy Clough of
Plymouth, director of New
Hope Center for Grief Support
The workshop takes place 7-
8 30 p m Monday, Dec 6 at
Ward Church, located at
40000 Six Mile Road in
Northwille The workshop wall
end with a special time of
remembrance

There 15 no need to regster,
but for further information call
Dorothy at (248) 374-5966

PLAYERS' PRODUCTION

The Plymouth Uptown
Players at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council pres-
ent “The Tral of Goldilocks,’ a
one-act fairy tale fantasy n
verse by Joseph Robinette

Performances are at 7 p m
Dec 3,2 and 7p m Dec 4 and
2 pm Dec 5 at the Plymouth
Commumnity Arts Council, 774
N Sheldon Rd , Plymouth
Tickets, priced at $5, are avail-
able by calling (734) 416-4278

JEWELRY FESTIVAL

Native West 1n downtown
Plymouth celebrates its 15th-
annual “Holiday Jewelry
Festival,” featuring a selection
of Native American jewelry
from the southwest, Dec 2-5

Its a trunk show of Native
American Jewelry offering an
assortment of sterling silver
using turquoise, sparkling
opals, coral and gold The
show will also feature a selec-
tion of inlay preces with hand-
cut stones The event runs 5-9

Ice cubes from

the North Pole

...inn Santa’s special tray!

620 Starkweather
?3mUUthWOIdWIIage Plymouth

M%

8565 N. Lilley

We Deliver Lunch Specials
¢ Chicken or Beef Shawarma
¢ Kasadia Chicken or Steak
® Fried Chicken
e Shish Kabob

)\NDWI cl

(must be sam

Opening!
Landers Pita Cafe

wicH

e sandW!

F()ll 0

ch- coupon only « EXpi

o Canton

{Golden Gate Center) 734-414-6200
M-Sai 8am-9pm * Sun 10am-6pm

Let us cater your
Holiday Party!?

\
Halal Meats
¢ Kafta
¢ Hamburgers

OE0627681 2

OEC8278732

734-453-1860

December 2

p m Thursday, Dec 2 (with
food and refreshments), 10
am-9 pm Friday, Dec 3,10
am-~6 pm Saturday, Dec 4
(with free carrage rides from
noon-4)and 11am-5p m
Sunday, Dec 5 Native West 1s
located at 863 W Ann Arbor
Trail For more mformation,
call (734) 455-8838

MAKE IT-TAKE IT PARTY

Kids ages 5 and older can
make a special gift for hohday
gving Dec 11 at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council

Classisfrom10am-2pm,
so bring a lunch and be ready
with create wonderful art and
play some games duning this
tun-filled day Participants will
even make the wrapping and
have 1t all decorated to take
home The cost 1s $40 for
PCAC members, $45 for non-
members Class size 1s
limited To register or for
more information, call the Arts
Council at (734) 416-4278

GIFT WISH LIST

The Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce, work-
g with realtors around the
Plymouth community, has
come up with a way to take the
guesswork out of Christmas
shopping

The chamber 1s offering the
“Giaft Wish List Program,
where participating merchants
will maintain a hst of items
customers have registered as
being part of thear ‘wish hist”
Customers will then receive a
‘Gift Wish Card ’ designating

L
@t

7 30 pm Saturday, Dec 11
The evening of classic and
holiday favorites will be at the
new Village Theater at Cherry
Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill Rd,
Canton Tickets are $8, and
are available at the Summut,
46000 Summit Parkway,
Canton, (734) 394-5460

For more information about ...

the concert or the band, goto
www cantonband com

TOY DONATIONS

Mel’s Golden Razor will once
again be collecting new toys
for needy famihes and kuds It’s
the 25th year the barber shop
has collected toys

Donations will be collected |
through Dec 18 Mel’s Golden
Razor 15 located at 595 Forest
For more mformation, call
(734) 455-9057

HOLIDAY GREENS MART

The Plymouth Garden Club
offers 1ts Holiday Greens Mart
from 10 am.~5 pm Saturday,
Dec 4 at Bettner’s Jewelry, 904
W Ann Arbor Trail, n down-
town Plymouth Offerings
mclude Boxwood wreaths, Noble
Fir/Incense Cedar wreaths,
mixed-green bundles, mixed-
green roping and handmade
bows Proceeds support college
scholarships granted to local high
school students For more mfor-
mation, call (313) 594-0540

CINDERELLA PERFORMANCE

The Canton Youth Theater
presents Rodgers &
Hammerstemn's Cinderella
Dec 2-5 at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill in Canton

A classic fairy tale, this pres-
entation will charm audiences
of all ages with 1its timeless
music and beloved herome
Artistic sets, beautiful cos-
tumes and clever magical
transformations mvite every-
one nto this fanciful world of
“dreams do come true’ and
“happily ever after’

For more information, call
the Village Theater box office
at (734) 394-5460 This pro
duction 1s presented by Ever
After Productions, Canton
Leisure Services and Re/Max
Classic Bittenger Team

o

What if you
could give someone

a gift that could
change their life?

A free two month membership to Curves may be
thebest present you Il ever give Because along with
the beaunful cernficate someone will be getting the
best excuse ever to meet new friends accomplish
new goals and feel a joy that will last long after the
holiday season That s 2 powerful gift for §99

Curies

The power to amaze yourself’

wiww cyrvesmiernasonal,com

JRUONBGIII] SIITYHH0TO
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44717 Flve Mile R,
PLYMOUTH

734-414-0515

New members only Val d only at part ¢ pating locauons now

[
6-7:30 p.m.
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Southfield

NGO APPLICATION FEES!

Explore over 50 undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral pregrams
offerad at Lawrence Tech's Southfield campus. Sslecied
programs aiso offered in Clinton Township, Plymouth, Warren,
the Downriver area, Traverse City, and Petoskey.

Bring your resume and unofficial transcripts
for an on-the-spot credential review

Flexible eveming and weekend
classes in Architecture and Design,
Arts and Sciences, Engineering, and
Management Visit www ltu edu for
a complete list of majors

PN\]REN
TEﬂﬂNﬂlﬂﬂlﬂll
UN]VERSITY@

The Future in the Making

21000 West Ten Mile Road
Southfield M! 48075 1058

admissions@ttu edu » wwiv ftu edu

800 CALLLTU ext 1
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satisfies demand
for unique
newborn market

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

When Kelly Karadsheh was
pregnant with her second
child, she did what ali moms-
to-be do She went shopping

In stores from here to Flint,
she had a difficult tume finding
more than bedding and basic
baby needs So, after being a
stay-at-home mom for more
than five years, 1t seemed natu-
ral to Karadsheh, who had
buwilt a word-of-mouth reputa-
t1on as a decorator by design-
1ng her son’s room, that she’d
open a baby boutique

And just like that, Mha Bella
was born And, like most
babues, this one grew quickly in
its first year, forcing Karadsheh
and her mother, Rosahe
‘Whyman, to move the bou-
tique nto bigger digs

Now business 1s boonng at
Mia Bella’s new location on
Ann Arbor Trail

“There wasn’t anyplace
Plymouth where new moms
could come,” said Karadsheh, a
harrdresser by trade before get-
ting mto the retail business “A
lot of our stuff 1s one-of-a-
kind Our products aren’t
mass-produced This 1s some-
place you can come to find
something umque”

When the store first opened
1in November 2003, it occupied
some 800 square feet and spe-
ciahized mostly 1n things hike
bedding and Christening
dresses and 1tems for new-
borns The store also carres
things like strollers, dresses,
books and baby brushes

As word spread, Karadsheh
and Whyman expanded into
maternity clothes and other
unique items

‘When we opened, we were
mostly bedding and newborn
stuff, Karadsheh said

Business exploded, and we
had such an overwhelming
demand for maternity clothes
We just didn t have the space

They’ve got the space now,
and Karadsheh 1s enjoying
using tt She had a hair salon
for 12 years before settling
down to be a stay-at-home
mom, but she’s always loved

P

Taking advantage of a baby boom

Plymouth boutique

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Kelly Karadsheh recently moved her Mia Bella baby boutique into new, larger quarters on Ann Arbor Trail

® Work

Business Mia Bella Baby
Boutique

Address 853 Ann Arbor Trail
Owner Kelly Karadsheh
Phone (734) 737-9879
Principat products

Baby and maternity items

There wasn t anyplace in
Plymouth where new moms
could come A lot of our stuff
is one of a kind Our products
arent mass produced This 1
someplace you can come to
find something unique

= Kelly Karadsheh, owner

sewmg and has been doing 1t
since she was 3

After the birth of her second
child, she stayed home After
decorating her sons room,
Karadsheh noticed people tak-
mg note of her skill and asking
her to do rooms 1n their
homes

‘It just spread by word-of-
mouth,” Karadsheh said “I had
a base already before we

This Black Shark pedal cart's propeiler turns using pedals it s one of the

items featured at Mia Bella in downtown Plymouth

opened the store”

Now that 1t’s open,
Karadsheh and Whyman make
sure the customers who've
made 1t work are taken care of
Customer service 1s “the most
important thing” to the two
women

“We do a lot of custom work
here;” Karadsheh saxd “We
work with every level of cus-
tomer here They all get treat-
ed the same”

While Karadsheh does much
of the sewing, Whyman adds
her personal touch to murals
she paints The two women
complement each other in
many ways

“My mom balances me,”

e Pleased to Announce...

New Livonia Office’
14921 Middiebeit Rd
734-261-1050

* Replaces old Livoma office
af 9373 Middisbelt Rd

www.michedcu.org  [ENoer

Michigan Educational Credit Unfon membership is open to
employees of schools located in Wayne Washtenaw Oakiand
Macomb Livingston andJackson counties and thelr families

Our Livoria office 1s moving up Middlebelt! Stop by
the new office at 14921 Middlebelt Road (next to the
Westborn Market that’s just south of 5 Mile Road)
during our Grand Operung Week, December 6-10

e
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Office Opens Monday,
December 6, 2004!

QOur New Livonia

i

Karadsheh said “Im kind of
wild with colors, and she’s
more monochromatic”

Better, though, 1s the rela-
tionship the two develop with
customers, many of whom are
new moms or new grandmoth-
ers shopping for their babies

“We have a mom’s perspec-
tive and a grandmas perspec-
tive,” Karadsheh saxd ‘We have
two great perspectives coming
nto a mom-and baby store

Getting
a grip

Invention
makes trip to

market easier

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

If Canton resident Dan
Carter tells you to “bag 1t” or to
“get a grip on it,” he’s not being
unfriendly

He's just trying to be helpful
And he hopes to make a couple
of bucks 1n the process

‘About a year and a half ago,
I was having a bad day, he
said “We'd been to the grocery
store and there were bags all
over the place I was frustrated
And then 1t hit me hike a ton of
bric

What hit him was an 1dea
Why wrestle with all those
plastic grocery bags from
checkout counter to the ¢ar to
the kitchen when you could
handle them with one hand ~
or maybe two

His 1dea was for a sumple
gadget - a nylon grip, sort of
like 4 suitcase handle, that
could attach to the handles on
the plastic bags and allow peo-
ple to carry as many as five
bags 1n one hand

“I wrote 1t out on paper and
designed it,” he said ‘Then I
took 1t to someone who does
sewing in the basement and
she made a prototype”

He now has a manufacturer
for his product, a company -
Wrap and Grab Products - and
a Web site, wwwwrapand-
grab com, where his product,
the Comfort Grip, can be
ordered online

That’ the only product he’s
making at the moment, but he
has some others in mind,
which he hopes to develop mn
the months to come

He’s also got a slogan -
‘Wrap 1t, grab 1t and you're
good to go” — and hes even
written and recorded a radio

TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton resident Dan Carter demon-
strates his invention, which allows
users to carry several grocery bags
with one hand

commercial

That’s all part of his creative
side He studied cartoomng in
art school, does caricatures for
private parties, wedding recep-
tions and bar mitzvahs, and 1s
also a vocahst

Right now he’s concentrating
on promoting his gadget He's
had T-shirts printed up featur-
g the Comfort Grip, and has
distributed some of them at his
church and a private party His
next goal 1s to get them out on
the market

‘Td Like to get 1t 1n stores at
the checkout counter;” he saxd

And he’s already hined up one
store — a small chain grocery
store not far from his house

He'd also hike to get his prod-
uct advertised directly on gro-
cery carts 1n supermarkets

“If they have the product for
sale 1n the store, that would be
a pretty strong advertisement,”
Carter said p

He's got a couple of partners,
Melvin Freeman, who helps
put out fhers, and Mike
Gubaay, a business owner who
helps with the finances

And Carter just wants
1o keep cranking out the
1deas

‘I want to be one of the most
creative people ever;” he smd

jgtadden@oe homecomm net
(734) 459 2100

¢ In good health

For more i tion

IRBMED#2004-0334

Participants Needed for Influenza Vaccine Research Study
The University of Michigan, School of Public Health is conducting a three-year
study to compare the flu shot with the new nasal spray flu vaccine
Participants in this study will be compensated.

You may be a good candidate for thus study If you are
» Between 18-46 years of age

* Willing to receive either vaccine or placebo
(83% will get vaccine)

* Wiliing to provide a blood specimen on three occasions during each of the
first two years, and twice In year three

* Willing to have a throat swab specimen collected if you have a respiratory
iness during flu season

ntact study staff:

Ann Arbor site - call 734-615-8331 or toll free 877-452-0012
Livonia site ~ cali 734-763-5162 or toll free 888-895-0025

View our website at www.umich.edu/~fluvacs

SGHOOLOFI'EALTH

Umiverstty of Michigan

OEN8276807

Consider hecoming a leader in

Product Development and Manufacturing, an

industry-focused-product-

‘“developmg technology-managing
bridge-to-your-future.

]
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SAVE

FREE Shop-at-Home Service

We'll bring the store to you!

et our team of tramed professionals
help you choose the style and color

BIG

BLINDS &

WALLPAPER |

Always 25%-85% Off !

most retail store prices l

‘FREE

MEASURING &
INSTALLATION!

1

| 1 Onallblnds orders over $750 before sales tax. There sa %55
1 refundable measur ng deposit requ red for the measuringand
1

[

hats best for every room of youi
home Select from a full assortment o
blinds window shades, shutters cur 4
i tains top treatments and more! '

Call 800-380-6782 and press “2” for a
FREE appointment and details.

The greatest thing you It ever design I1s your own career The best way to enhance your
career Is with a Master of Science in Product Development fromthe University of
Detroit Mercy The innovative program
* Has a convenient executive program structure
(2 nights per week for 2 years)
Is a Jjoint program of the Engineering and Business schools X
* Is consistent with MITs System Design and Management Program
* Apples best engineering and business practices

M AR e S A S i A

instal at on offer Offer does not apply to shutters,draperiesand 1
top treatients, Cffer appiies to Shop at Home and Showroom
purchases. Please mention code BEN4 or present coupon l

1 when plac ng your order

l--———----—-----—--‘

Shop our Showrooms!
We have 1 000s of blinds and over

No minimum purchase
*Ask for detalls

* s talored to the auto industry with industrial case studies . 500 wallpaper books on display
Sterhng Heights Plymouth
Enrollment for the cohort beginning in JANUARY 2005 Amerlcan jocasdat o7 Ml JogtedatSoIN.
Road and Utica Road South of M 14
BLINDS, WALLPAPER & MORE
www.americanblinds.com

800-380-6782 -

Levoior’»’-‘j . Duette@;' Kirsch“—*i" . American‘i—“-’ . .Sllhou’ette@ » Hunter Douglas® & more

is ALREADY IN PROGRESS (a rolling admission process).

Call for detailed directions

Showroom Hours

930am 7pm  Sat
930am 9pm  Sun

We want great things for you.
Contact the MPD Program Office

313.993.3378 © 313.993.1128 « Fax 313.993.1955
mpdeudmercy.edu @ eng-sci.udmercy.edu/mpd

Yam-6prm

11am S5pm
POF QEQS276478

FPDF QE0827330



http://www.michedcu.org
http://www.umich.edu/%22fluvacs
mailto:mpd@udmercy.edu
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CRASH

FROM PAGE A1

when Spencer, and the
employees and other cus-
tomers m the center, were
stunned to see a 1994
Plymouth Sundance come
crashing through the front
windows

“We heard this absolutely
horrible screechirig of tires and

gunning of an engine, said
Spencer, who stopped at the
center with her husband, John
“I turned around and saw a car
driving directly into the front
plate glass window of the store,
right 1nto the chip display
Thank God I wasnt a couple of
munutes faster or 1d have been
standing right there”

No one was mjured 1 the
accident, although significant
damage was done to the store-
front Plymouth Police ticketed

the driver for violating a
license restriction

According to reports, the
driver of the car was pullng
mto the center, and his foot
shipped off the brake

When he went to reapply the
brake, he accidentally hit the
gas pedal and crashed through
the windows at the front of the
center

Those windows, according to
Plymouth Super Center vice
president Drew Wolford,

weighed about 450 pounds
apiece

“Thats 900 pounds of bro-
kenglass It’s lucky no one
was under that, Wolford saxd

“Fortunately, the car got
hung up with the front
wheels off the floor If they
hadn, the car would have
crashed right through the

whole store’

bkadrich®oe homecomm net § (734) 459 2700

RETAIL

FROM PAGE A1

week, said Shoumaker People
have been buying gift baskets,
brimming with various goodies
such as chocolates, candies and
snacks to use as personal gifts,
corporate gifts, thank-you gifts
and more

The cool thing about gift
baskets, Shoumaker saxd, 1s
that the packaging 1s almost as
cool as what's inside 1t

“The big thing 1s the presen-

. CANTON CINEMA

$7 25 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat
J66.25 DAILY Matineos til 6pm} £3 No Passes
i tln!imited Free !Jriuk & 25e Corn Beﬂlls

| Parchase Mowvie Gift Cards

| ReceiVe one FAIG card punch
| forevery $5 00 you buy in
g’?mﬁe Gift Cards

SHOWTINES 12/83 - 1287
LY TTLFS & T MES SUBJECT 19 CHANGE [y

L] © AUEXANDER (R) 2 pronre / 2 soRsens
F §11 15 1200 240 330 608 700 830 ™
P FRI/SAT 1.8 10 20

BRIDGEY JONES THE EDGE OF
REASOK (R) 1245 300 515 730

B¢ 45 FR SAT LS 1200
4 AFTER THE SUNSET (PG 1)
"84 05 0 015 FRUSATLS 1120

tation — we really try to make
it look nice,’ he said

“Plus, I like to think they’re
good for the hard-to-buy-for
person

Giving Baskets can make
personalized gift baskets
around a particular theme,
even tatloring the basket to a
customer s budget

Cantons Kohls store, 44444
Ford, reported a booring
Thanksgiving weekend Hot
1tems at the store included
‘LeapFrog” toys, apparel, toys
and novelty 1tems, such as
poker accessories

Lisa Grasso, manager of
Cantons store, described the
weekend as “fantastic,” but
would not describe sales as
mereased, flat or decreased
compared to 2003
Thanksgiving sales

It was an amazing week-
end, she said, adding that cus~
tomers’ spirits seemed high

‘My customers, for the
most part, really seemed to
enjoy shopping that day,
Grasso said, referring to
Nov 26

“I thank we 1} have a very suc-
cessful shopping season’

Olde Town Grille hosts
auction for Toys for Tots

Last year, the folks hosting
the Toys for Tots event at
Hermanns Olde Town Grille
were happy the event raised
some $3,000 and 14 bags of
toys

This year, orgamizers are
hoping to do better

The 2004 Toys for Tots event
1 scheduled at Hermanns for
noon-5 p m Sunday, Dec 5
Admuission 1s $5 or a new,
unwrapped toy The day will
feature door prizes, ‘Happy
Hour prices and a disc jockey
playing music

The event also includes an

auction featuring, among other
1tems, a pair of boys’ 20-inch
bicycles, four girls’ 20-mch
bicycles, an electric sweater, a
leather jacket, hotel accommo-
dations and restaurant gift cer-
tificates

Also included are various
NASCAR memorabilia donated
by Roush Racing, and there
will be a 50-50 drawing every
hour

Hermanns Olde Town Grille
15 located at 195 Liberty i Old
Village For more information
on the auction call (734) 451-
1213

TOWNSHIPS

FROM PAGE Al

southeast Michigan, townships
may actually be 1n a better posi-
tion to offer contractual servic-
es than some cities

“You can’t look at townships
the way we would have 35 or
40 years ago,” Santomauro said
“The mchnation for a township
to become a city 1s pretty non-
existent anymore ”

LaJoy said he was pleased his
bill has now been signed by the
governor

“A township deserves the
same chance to be competitive
and better utihize 1ts police and
fire services (as does a city),” he
said

“I am pleased this bll 1s now
law m Michigan

While more and more local
governments are looking at
ways to combine services,
Santomauro saxd law enforce-
ment and fire departments
have been doing that for years

“Our fire service mutual axd
pact has been in place for 40
years,” he saxd ‘We have a
number of partnerships 1n law
enforcement’

Staff writer Brad Kadrich contnbuted
to this report

1g|adden@oe homecormm net
(734} 459 2700

.

Some 900 volunteers combined efforts to put on the holiday production, “A
Change of Heart,” which starts Friday at NorthRidge Church

HOLIDAYS

FROM PAGE Al

working from the parking lot
to the stage to put on the show

‘We're very comfortable, the
last dress rehearsal was
(Monday), and 1t’s gomg well,”
Powell said “We have a lot of
new elements, video segments
to help with the scenes, and we
have a lot of surprises It’s just
gomg to be a show-stopper’

While many observers would
expect something smaller 1n
scale from a church,
NorthRidge officials think their
philosophy 1s the right one

“We believe theres always
another way of commumcating
Christ’s message with excel-
lence,” Brad Powell says of his
churchs Broadway-esque pro-
duction ‘ The reason Toronto
and Broadway are successful 1s

HITTING THE STAGE

What: Glory of Christmas A
Change of Heart

Where: NorthRidge Church
corner N Territorial and Ridge
When 730 pm Dec 3and Dec
10 tand 730 pm Dec 4 and
Dec 1t 3pm Dec 5 and Dec 12
Tickets: $1275 and $1475
available through Star Tickets
Plus at 1-800-585-3737 or at
Star Tickets Plus No children
under 4 years old

For more information see
NorthRidge Churchs Web site
at www NorthRidgeChurch com
or call (734) 414 7777
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they do their entertainment
with unbehevable excellence
“Excellence nspires people,’
he added ‘We believe 1t
behooves the Church of Christ,

Change of Heart” does exactly
that “Everyone’s gomng through
different things during the hol-
1days, and we try to find a
human condition that’s rele-

TAX
PROBLEMS?

BARNETT

=== Roofing and Siding Ic. ==

(248) 985-HELP
- (4357)

bkadr ch@oe homecomm net | (734) 459 2700
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The Italian—Aherican Banquet and Conference Center of Livenia

New Yeat's Eve Celehvation 2005
Dec. 31, 2004-]an. 1, 2005

7 pm-1:30 am
’ 885 Per Person * No Ticket Sales at the Doo
*Hot and Cold Hovs D'oeuvres ch *Deluxe ?‘:u"’ )
A ampagne at Midnight
1\ Eh%l}:;l;;%ngseoﬁrﬁidﬂl %u? l:?ag . Red Wine served During Dinner
'i Linguis vih ot Swaco * Expresso & Cappuccino
indiviually Pstad Flet Mignon * Late Night Buffet
Take advantage of an Ciiicken Sattimboce

Anna Potatess with Regglano Ghesse Satce Live Entectainment by Atlantis
Rapin! Satttoet In Ol and Garlic Complimentary Valet Parking

mm?‘b?:su:ﬂmﬂ $85.00 per person
Tickets Available M-F 9 am-5 pm
Call 734-953-9724 for move information!
Must be 21 or older. Ticket deadline December 27

Localed at 38200 Five Mile Road, Livonia
Belween Newhurgh & Haggerty Roads

outstanding credit card
from Catholic Parishes
Federal Credit Union!

Our Visa® Platinum card features:

* 2.99% Special Holiday APR* on purchases, balance
transfers and cash advances

* Low fixed 8 9% APR* thereafter

¢ Credit lines up to $30,000

* No annual fee

For Iit:ket
information
please gail

Plus, a few added benefits:

* $1,000 Identity Theft Insurance
* Identity Theft Victim Assistance
* 24-Hour online account access
* Travel reservation service
¢ 90-day product protection

Make the season brighter
with a new Visa® Platinum
credit card from Catholic

hes Federal Credit Union

Corner of Holimes & Ridge Rd

‘ Faﬂn Wkets (1 bik West of E Michigan Ave )

. 10 VHRIETIES OF
mmmM CHRISTMAS TREES |

reon’ 19"

Al Little betlen Dree. ..

/@4 @ Liltle leds moreey!
MANY WREATHS X ROPING

5 by ¥ %

- Apply today, shop:
tomorrow!
(734) 432-0212.

cash advances 12004
31 2005 and will resnaln neﬂectmmugh.luneso 2005, nning Juty 1 Zoos,ﬂxwatewlllmenoalcws.so%ﬁxedme Some
ctions apply. 2.99% Special Hollday Rate also available for Classlic and will reset to a low 10.90% fixed rate on July 1 2005

/

36111 5 Mile Road (East of Levan,
Livonia, MI 48154 e 734-432-0212
arishesfcu.org .

APR=Annual Percertage Rate
Janui
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M““s Lincoln, rescue run on Wolf River,
‘ A rescue run to a public

Alice Aldrich, 88, died Nov, 22,
Charles (Gene) E Amyx, 68, of
Birmingham, died Nov 28,

B

Carl Herman Berke, 53, of Pinckney,
died Nov. 21

¢
Eugene D Cotter, 80, died Nov 22
G
Betsy Morgan Garthwaite, 41, Nov
4

F

5 i
%@%@ﬁ@ ﬁ“ﬁ

f J
Lallah G. Johnston, 86, of Howell,
28, Westbrook, on Linden, on McKinley,
M on Chestnut, on lvywood and on

Maynard S Martin, 82, of
Farmington Hills, died Nov 26
Weston W Meyer, 83, died Nov 24
Marian (Bell) Marrow, 87, of Naples,
Fla, died Nov 28

Schoolcraft, vehicle fire on west-
bound M-14 west of Beck, rescue
run to a public buildmg/school on
Penniman

H Monday, Nov. 29 ~ Investigation
on Plymouth Road, idustrial rescue

R
Paril R Riley, 66, of Novi, died Nov run on Halyard; rescue run to a pub-

3, fic burlding/schoot on Ann Arbor
. H] Road, residential rescue ryns on
Glenn L Stephens, 102, of Livonia, ] Mili Race Circle and on Joy Road,
died Nov 27 < commercial rescue runs on Massey
w and on Ann Arbor Road

Lillian Marie Wilcox Whims, 92, of
Coral Springs, Fla , formerly of
Grosse Pointe and Troy, died Nov

B Sunday, Nov 28 — Residential
rescue runs on Northville Road, on
Pine, on Beacon Hill, on S Harvey

22. and on Haggerty commercial res-
Luella M Winning, 70, of Westland, cue run on Marn, rescue runto a
died Nov 23 public building/school on Ann Arbor
Road
FIRE RUNS M Saturday, Nov 27 - Vehicle acci-

dents on eastbound M-14 west of
Sheldon and at Harvey and Linden
residential rescue run on
Marguertte, rescue run to a public
building/schoof on 5 Mile

M Friday, Nov 26 — Restdential
rescue runs on Shadywood and on

The Plymouth Community Fire
Department responded to the fol-
lowing runs between the period of
Nov. 24-30

M Tuesday, Nov 30 - Residential
rescue runs on Fairground, on

building/school on Plymouth Road,
smoke investigation on Westbrook
M Thursday, Nov 25 — Residential
rescue runs on St Andrews Square,
on Ball and on Northville Road

il Wednesday, Nov 24 -
Residential rescue runs on Ann
Arbor Road and on Willowbrook,
vehicle accident on M-14 at
Schoolcraft, on eastbound M-14 at
Sheldon and on northbound 1275 at
M-14, special run at Hamilton and
Roe, hazardous materials run on
Galleon, industrial rescue run on
Plymouth Road

CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR

State Rep. John Stewart, (R-20th
District)

I E-mail
johnstewart@house mi gov

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Police have no leads, and
store owners are trying to
piece together reasons why
someone would target them,
after someone smashed the
glass out of the door at
Dearborn Jewelers of
Plymouth i th early hours of
Wednesday morning

The thief or thieves got
away with an undisclosed
amount of merchandise No
one was injured 1n the inci-

Thieves rock downtown jeweler

dent mventory to determine how
Plymouth Police Chief much was stolen
Wayne Carroll Wednesday “They threw a rock through

the window in the maddle of
the might,” owner Theresa
Allen saxd “Were trying to do
an 1nventory to get to the
1nsurance company
Fortunately, no one was 1n the
building when 1t happened”
Anyone with information on
the mncaident can call Plymouth
police at (734) 453-1234

characterized the robbery as a
“smash-and-grab,” and said
mvestigators had taken some
evidence to be mspected

“It happened in the middle
of the might, someone just
smashed out the window,”
Carroll saxd “We're following
up some evidence, but right
now we don’t have many good

leads’
Store owners were busy bkadrich@oe homecomm net
Wednesday conducting an (734) 459 2700

M Phone (517) 373-3816

State Sen Bruce Patterson (R-7th
District)

8 E-mail

senbpatterson@senate michigan go

v
Hl Phone (866} 262-7307 (toll-

US Sen Carl Levin (D)
269 Russell Senate Office Bldg
Washington DC 21510

W E-mail
senator@levin senate gov \\
W Phone (202) 224-1388
US Sen Debbre Stabenow (D)
702 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington DC 21510
M E-mail senator@stabenow sen-
ate gov
M Phone (202) 228-0325

featuring living puts the senior first, giving them
AL A SKA options to meet thewr individual needs
and wishes
with Holland America Cruises

Tuesday, December 14

6:00 p-m.
AAA Travel / Canton
2017 N Canton Center Road

~"To RSVP, call 734-844-0146

living options

The holidays can

reveal some changes
feo in your parents.

Sunrnise Senior Living can help.

A loss of weight. Forgetfulness.
Disinterest in regular activities.

Holidays can bring certain changes to light
that may concern you about a senior parent
We can help you recognize their significance
and help you make informed decisions

For over 20 years, Suntise Senior Living
has offered a variety of living arrangements,
personalized assistance and care, amenities
and services, delicious meals, sumulating
activities and scheduled group excursions
Qur resident-centered approach to seniot

Visit or call a Sunrise Sentor Living community
today, and let us be your resource for senior

e
SUNRISE.

Cali Deborah at
Brighton Gardens
or Sylvia at
Sunrise Assisted Living
for a personal tour and

@ Holland America Line

Picture
deepest,
you ve
Imagine

you the

way to

Financing Available Up to 12 MONTHS

Sincel933

@

) North Main Streec © PLYMOUTH e (734) 459
%‘Thlalfs Fri 10 9 « Tues Wed , Sat 10-6 #i8)

roval, Minimum Payments Apply *Bpe
, ! wwg,ikethuzﬁ ol

Special booking incentives available
during the event!

from your choice of two of th
finest bedding brands, Sealy and
Stearns & Foster Each brand offess

mattress technology and a long
heritage

workmanship Come mn today and |
you ll soon find there ts no better

Stearns & Foster Now
Holiday Sale priced!

0% Off The Sale
Price Of All Stearns & Foster Mattress Sets.

e FREE Delivery, Set-Up & Removal of Old Beddmg* é%a
* We Are Your Factory Trained Spe talists

Walker/Buzenberg

fine furniture

Celebrating 70 years of Quality, Sawm%%

Sunrise of Northville

SENIOR LIVING

Brighton Gardens of Northville

complimentary lunch.

734-420-7917
734-420-4000

15870 Haggerty Road
16100 Haggerty Road

Assisted Living Alzheimers Care

2é&

www sunnsesemorlwmg com

PDFOEW2 43 2

ALL
MOVADO, FENDI,
ESQ WATCHES

%o

yourself enjoying
most  satisfying

ever dreamed possi}
sleeping on a new

combination of the latests

of handcrafted
sleep All Sealy and

(s

YOU DESERVE A STEARNS & FOSTER

2

PogzepclSpport

NO INTEREST !+ SELECT

GOLD
*%, BRACELETS

Sale Terms:
« CASH
«VISA

* MC

* DISCOVER
* AMER. EXP.

Prices good
thry 12/7/04

ROSY’S

JEWELRY CREATIONS

Sale Sale Sale

Every Item On Sale!

ALL
DIAMOND
EARRINGS

This sale was initiated only after
careful consideration. It is our way
of thanking our loyal customers
and friends for their valuable
patronage and at the same time
accomplishing our goals.

Rosy
Win
A Fantastic
Prize!

No purchase necessary o
register No luck involved to win
Limited to registrants at the
spongoring store
¢ Apex 27" Flat Screen TV $239
= Polaroid Portable DVD Player $199
¢ Apex 14 Fiat Screen TV/DVD §159
+ Toshiba Home
Theater System
» Sony tUnder Cahinet
CB/Radio/Clock $119
« Magnavox DVD/CD combo  $109
¢ HP Printer/Scanner/Copier  $ 89
« Samsung Microwave Qven  $ 79
 Hitachi DVD Player
* Viech 2 4 GHZ Dual
Handset Phone $59

* R s couponor a Spocnr™ YR9P DISCONTINUED
,” Return this coupon for a Specia

Bonus of 100 000 prize dollars'
' P | MENS JEWELRY

| Name
| Address

| City
\
AS

ALL
DISCONTINUED
BIRTHSTONE
JEWELRY

$139

st Zip

L mitt 1 coupon per person per day
- . Bxplres 127704 _

Holiday
Hours:
Mon.-Fri.
10 am-7 pm
Saturday
10 am-6 pm
Sunday
12 pm-4 pm,

EORD RD

ROSY’S I

Centre
Village
Plaza

CENTRE VILLAGE PLAZA

5

ad HIINID NOINVD |

1729 Canton Center Rd. » Canton, MI 48187
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Hospice to
offer holiday
grief support
workshops

Anyone who has experi-
enced the loss of a loved one
knows that the holidays can be
an especially difficult time
Family traditions and holiday
activities can amphify feelings
of loss, and quiet tume can be
hard to secure m the mdst of
the hustle and bustle of the
holiday season

Angela Hospice will offer
special holiday workshops to
assist individuals who may be
feeling the stress of the hoh-
days while trymg to cope with
the loss of a loved one

We want to place control m
the hands of the bereaved,’
saxd Joan Lee, a social worker
in Angela Hospice's bereave-
ment department “We try to
give them options, and let
them know they can make
decisrons on what 1s best for
them’

The adult workshop, which
will be held 2 30-4 pm
Sunday, Dec 5, will focus on
how individuals can balance
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Soclal worker Joan Lee will offer helpful {fips at Angela Hosp;ce s ‘Gettmq
Through the Holidays Grief Workshops The workshops are free and open to

the pubiic

traditions and personal expec-
tations with what feels nght
for them The workshop dis-
cusses the choices indviduals
have for making the hohdays
easier, ways they can talk with
farmly and friends about the
changes they’re making, and
the feelings behind those
changes

A childrens workshop meets

5-7 p m Tuesday, Dec 7, and
will feature a holiday wreath
activity, where kids will con-
struct wreaths that have per-

Mmhlgan s Largest Ceramic & Stone Superstore!

relile Shog

sonal meaning to them
regarding the loved one
they’ve lost Children will be
encouraged to express their
feelings by talking about what
they’ve made and what 1t
means to them

All workshops will take
place at the Angela Hospice
Care Center, 14100 Newburgh
Road, Livonmia The workshops
are free and open to the com-
munity Please register n
advance by calling Joan Lee at
(734) 953-6012

PRIVATE SALE!
Saturday, DEC. 4

PHOTOS BY HEATHER ROUSSEAU | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
John and Norma Damiany, grandparents of Erika Anstett, were on hand to light candles during last year's
Compassionate Friends ceremony i Plymouth's Ketlogg Park

Friends host candlelight vigil

Members of the Compassionate Friends know
the hohdays are tough times for people who've
lost loved ones, especially chaldren

In an effort to help with the grief, The
Compassionate Friends, Western Wayne County
(Lavonia) Chapter, sponsor a candle-lighting
ceremony Dec 12 1n conjunciion with Childrens
Memoral Day

The holidays are espeaally difficult for par-
ents who have lost children, said commuttee
member Gail Lafferty This candle-lighting cer-
emony honoring them helps their memory live
on

The ceremony will include the dedication of a
tree decorated with ornaments with the chil-
dren's names, a candle hght vigil, a reading of
the childrens names, poetry and songs

The local ceremony includes the candle-hght-
mgat 7 p m 1n conjunction with the world-wide
candle-lighting The 1dea 1s that, as candles burn
down 1 one time zone, they’re hit 1n another,
creating a 24-hour memonal

Recognized 1n communities around the world,
International Childrens Memorial Day 15
already officially sanctioned by the U S
Congress ‘Hundreds of farmihies will gather near
a tree specially decorated with the names of
children who have died too soon, Lafferty saxd

For more information or to register a child,
call or e-mail candle-hghting commuittee mem-
bers Gail Lafferty, angel4gail@aol com or (734)
981-4528 or Virgima Hernick, herrick@muller-
canfield com or (248) 449 7598

The Compassionate Friends is an internation

6pm-8pm enEy

00/ O OFF

ALL TILE
PURCHASES

including natural stone
i.e. granite & etc.
plus ceramics
w/Ad Only

¢ Largest Showroom in Michigan

¢ Specializing in Natural Stone,
Porcelain and Ceramic Tile

* No Restocking Fees for

their children

Community Financial s Vice
President and Chief
Operations Officer Wilham
(B1ll) Lawton has been pro-
moted to president and CEO,
effective Saturday

Lawton succeeds
CEO Roger Ballard, who
recently resigned to assume a
position with a California
credit union

Community Financial s
Board of Darectors 1s
confident Bill s many
years of experience with
Community Financial and his
participation in the commu-
nity will continue our credit

F rchandis umon’s tradition of strong
s ‘ § (Rfe}r:::&ism oemc )a flzs ] leadership and team bwild-
/\ 2 u ¥ ing,” said board chairman

s Friendly and Knowledgeahle
Staff

¢ FREE Installation Glasses held

on Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Ron Carlson

Lawton joined Community
Fmgnecial 11 1982 as manager
of information technology
and later served as vice presi-
dent of information technolo-

0pen 7Days a Week gy from 1986 until 2002,
to Serve You: when he was promoted to vice
Monday-Friday 7am-9pm president and chief opera-
Saturday 9am-5:30pm tions officer

A resident of Plymouth,
Lawton currently serves on

Sunday 1" am-5pm

N

al non profit non denominational self help
orgamzation offering friendship unde~standing
and hope to bereaved famihes with the loss of

Credit union bar

Lawton Pter

the board of the
Plymouth Community Arts
Council and on the board of
Community Financial’s
Scholarship Foundation
Lawtons father, the late
George Lawton, was CEO of
Community Financial from
1958 to 1987

“I am proud to have a hife-
long history with this credit
union, and to have also bene-
fited from Roger Ballard’s
past s1x years of leadership as
CEO,’ said the newly appoint-
ed Lawton

Lawton earned his bachelor
of arts degree from the
University of Michigan
School of Management

M Meanwhile, Community
Financial recently welcomed

A tree covered in omaments w:th the names of the Chl]
dren for loved ones to find and keep is set up 1n down
town Plymouth for the Compassionate Friends candle
lighting ceremony

s on new leader

mvestment representative
James D Potter to the
Investment and Insurance
Services area to help mem-
bers with short and long-term
financial planmng and nvest-
ment goals

“Potter’s considerable edu-
cation and experience 1n the
mmvestment and 1nsurance
business will benefit our team
and enhance the services we
provide members, said
Michael Bullis, vice president
of Community Financial’s
Investment & Insurance
Services

Before joming the credit
union, Potter worked for
Cambridge Group
Investments 1n institutional
bond sales and, previously, as
a financial advisor and con-
sultant for other investment
firms

A resident of Plymouth,
Potter earned his bachelor’s
degree from Michigan State
Uniwversity He holds Series 7,
and Series 63 registrations, as
well as Lafe, Accident, Health,
and Vanable Annuities
licenses

Shop ar“oundﬁfof; tlﬁféﬁ best rate. (Please.

ulnu e

Circle Money Market Accoui

Balance¥ of $50,000 or more
Rate glidfanteed through July 1, 2005
FDIC nsured

To

APY

@

To open an account, call 1-877-TOP-RATE or visit us it person at any Charter One Bank branch.

CHARTER ONE®

BANK

Member FD C Annual Percentage Yisld (APY) fornew persona accounts 2 75% APY fo baances of $50 000 or greater 2 50% APY for $25 000-$49 999 2 20°s APY for $10 000-$24 999 100% APY for up to $10°600 APYS accutale as of publ cat o3 date and may change afte account apen ng
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Thurston grad

wounded

e

BY JACK GLADDEN
* STAFF WRITER

N
fson o
gParmello of Canton and a 1999
bgraduate of Thurston High
{Redford, was seriously wound-
d in Afghanistan on
‘Wednesday, Nov 24, one day
efore Thanksgiving and two
{days after his one-yeat wed-
1flng anmversary with his wife,
*Sylvia
He's recovering mn a military
hospital in Germany and has
been taken off the critical hist,
according to his mother
Two other members of his
untt were killed 1n the incident
when an improvised explosive
device detonated near their
location The troops were
lattacked near the town of Deh
fRawod, 250 miles southwest of
Kabul, where the mititary has
(&lashed repeatedly with
é;l‘a.hban mulitants, according to
ia.staternent released by the
ey
“He was 1n crifical condition
and in mtensive care until
Monday morning,” Debbie
Parmello said Tuesday ‘Hes
‘out of intensrve care now and
everything looks good at this
fpomnt”
“Good,” of course, 1s a rela~
ve term
Zachary, 23, suftered a head
umjury that has resulted n
short-term memory loss, a lac
eration on the spleen, and a
gash on his face that extended
to behind his ear
He's got staples m the back
of his head, Debbiesaid ‘Itsa
miracle that hes even alive
She’s saxd shes still not sure
of all the details of the inci-
dent
" “He doesn’t remember
much,” she satxd There was an
explosion He was 1n a vehicle”
Despite his serious mjuries,
JZachary was concerned about
his family immediately after
the meident
When he got to a field hos-
pital Debbie saxd he started
fussing for a telephone He was
lying there bleeding and being
stitched up, but he worried
about us hearing from the mili
tary before we heard from
him
Someone found him a tele-
phone and Zachary made the
calls
I missed the phone call”
Debbie said ‘But he got

oot and ankle problems can

person s lifestyle

?Afghanistn batt

b »

literally alter or even ruin a

In
le

e

Parineflo

through to his wife .n Hawan
and she called us”

She said she and Sylvia are
still trymg to work on travel
arrangements so they can visit
Zachary

Due to the holhiday, we've
had difficulty trying to make
travel arrangements,” she said
‘We're still working on that
wath different orgamzations

Zachary, who grew up m
Redford and graduated from
Thurston High School 1 1999,
jomned the Army shortly after
graduation

He had just re-enhsted last
November,” Debbie said

He was assigned tothe US
Army 2nd Battahon, 5th
Infantry Regiment, 25th
Infantry Division, C Company
based out of Schofield Barracks
m Hawan

He had served in Kosovo in
2002 and 1n Iraq last year He
came home 1 September 2003
and he and Sylvia were mar-
ried in November 2003 He
was sent to Afghanistan n
September of this year

Debbie Parmello 1ssued a
statement on Tuesday, in which
she wrote

“Thank you to all the doctors
and nurses who have taken
care of my son Also special
thanks to those who are trying
to get us with him We longto
hold him

“My husband, Jack, and I
send our prayers with
Zacharys comrades who didn t
make 1t Also to the troops who
are still there i both Irag and
Afghamstan We love you all
and pray for you and your fam-
ihes every day

“Thank you, God, for our
muracle

jgladden®oe homecomm net | (734) 459 2700

Dr Tammy Gephart 1s a specialist
€ 10 the prevention care and cure of
@ foot and ankle problems offering
BY both conservative and surgical

# procedures for treatment
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£ As a podiatric surgeon Dr Gephart
& also has a strong 1nterest 1n sports
I 1njuries and works 1n general

1% podiatry pediatrics orthotics and
i diabetic imb salvage

s

Credentrals

= & Gradate of Obse College g
& Fadz%t Medrgme L
&« Surgical Rosediney Northport VA
= Medual Centor
8% Member, Amevecan College of Foot
I and Ankle Surgems
| * Stydsed with Dr Jobn Burzotta,
Foot gud Ankle Specslist for the
8 Neaw York Jors
L« Member Amerscan Podratssc
Medcal Assossatson
» Member Michigan Podiatrse
B Mediwl Assocratuon
R« Monber The Amsrscan Diaberts
e Aot
§ * HIPPA Complunt

For a confidental
consultation call
Dr Tammy Gephart D PM

® ASSOCIATES IN PODIATRY
: OF MICHIGAN

734-414-0874

8 990 W Ann Arbor Trail Suite 200
. Plymouth MI 48170

www tammygephartpm com

Bar raffle leads to unique
father-daughter racing trip

BY DAN WEST
STAFF WRITER

Rachel Medlen had no 1dea
was she was getting herself
mto when she submitted her
name for a raffle while hanging
out with friends at The Post
Bar in Nowi last summer

The psychols tudent. at
Madonna ﬁnxsymiy thought
she was 1n the running for a
free highter, however, hier im-
tiative won her a pair of all-
expense-paid trips to
Califorua to attend an auto
racing school this weekend
The trp 18 valued at $11,500,
plus Rachel collected another
$3,000 1n spending cash

Medlen, 22, whos studying
to become a speech and lan-
guage pathologist, admuts shes
not a huge auto racing fan, but
shes looking forward to taking
the trip with her race-loving
father, Michael, who once vol-
unteered at the former Detroit
Grand Prix and worked on the
sound crew for ESP during a
race at Michigan International
Speedway

“Imnot a fan of watching
races on TV, but I love talking

ain

®

about cars and I love driving
fast,” smd Rachel, who admuts
te a couple of speeding tickets

“At this school, T get to drve
as fast as I want without any
fear of getting a ticket”

Joung his daughter for
what he describes as a ‘once-
m-a-hfetime opportunity,”
Michael said the trip will cover
his daughter’s Fathers Day and
Christmas gifts for a while

“Having followed racing for
30 years, i'll be something to
experience what 1t’s Iike behind
the wheel on a track, first-
hand,” he saxd

When Rachel submitted her
name for that raffle last sum-
mer, her name was pulled for
the free highter A few days
later, however, she also
recetved an invitation n the
mail to join some dozens
of people at MIS 1n August to
meet driver Rick Mears
and take rides in race cars
along the steep banks of the
track

At MIS that day, Rachel
brought her father, who was
thrilled with the opportunity to
meet Mears For Rachel, a for-
mer Stevenson High student,

b
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Contest winner Rahel Medlen 1sn’t much of a racing fan but her father

Michael 1s They Hf travel to Califernia this weekend for a racing school
experience she won it's valued at more than $11000

there were some uneasy
moments

“Y was scared to death, she
saxd “When they drove close to

the wall, I thought he was
tentionally doing that to
scare me Ilearned thats how
they drnive 1n arace ’

WE MIGHT NOT BE IN EVERY STRIP MALL, FOOD COURT
AND GAS STATION LIKE SOME OF THE BIG GUVS, BUT
1953 BELIEVE IT, A SANOWICH WITH HONEST MEATS, CHEESES
AND VEGGIES 1S WORTH WALKING THE EXTRR BLOCK

EET THE TRUTH BE KNOWR

S ———————
PDFOEQOB278158
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Chances to give
are plentiful

Last week’s Thanksgiving celebration kicked off the tra-
ditional holiday season most noticeably marked by
throngs of shoppers hitting the retail stores and leaving
empty shelves, frustrated customers and busy shopkeep-
ers m their wake

What also gets started 1n earnest at this time of year,
but which very often gets much less attention, 1s the “giv-
ing” season, a time of year when people’s charitable
mstincts kick 1n and they begin looking for ways to help
those less fortunate

And, with signs of an improving economy being slow to
%lranslate locally, there are plenty of people who need the

elp

Fortunately for those willing to provide that kind of
assistance, there are
plenty of chances

Want to help make
sure young children
have a good Christmas?
Look for any number of
outlets for the Toys for
g Tots campaign Many of

you already helped
WMGC-FM (105 1) 1n
this regard, contributing some 2,000 toys and more than
$1,500 1n cash at 1ts annual campaign kickoff show at
Compass Cafe last week

Mel Bobcean at Mel's Golden Razor 1s once agaim col-
lecting toys It's not part of the Marine Toys for Tots cam-
paign, but 1t’s the same 1dea, and one Mel’s had for 25
years

Can’t afford to buy toys to give away? That’s OK,
because there are other ways to help The Plymouth
Salvation Army’s annual Red Kettle Campaign kicked off
last week, too, and coordmator Kelly Zmudzynski still has
plenty of openings for bell ringers You can sign up for an
hour or a day, with a variety of locations that are sure to
be convenient And it won't cost you a dime

Don’t know much about the Salvation Army? Check
with local churches, all of which run some form of holiday
campaign that depends on volunteer help or charitable
donations

Want one more 1dea® We'll plug our own effort The
Plymouth/Canton Observer Cheer Club We're collecting
canned goods, non-perishable food 1tems, toys or clothing
through the end of next week We'll take what we collect
— and over the years, you have been more than generous
— and add 1t to the Salvation Army’s program to adopt
families for the hohdays

This commumnity proves year 1n and year out it has a
heart as big as all outdoors If you're looking for ways to
help, all you have to do 1s look around

More work needed to ensure
health of our environment

Residents 1n Wayne and Oakland counties made signif-
1cant strides 1 2004 to protect the area’s natural splen-
dors

Examples of improved environmental stewardship
abound, as more of us come to understand the relation-
ship between what we pour down our home and storm
drains and the water quality of our lakes, rivers and
streams

Many parts of the Rouge River are as healthy as they
have ever been, and now support a healthy ecosystem of
fish, mollusks and plant life®

The same 15 true of the Paint Creek and Clinton Raver
watersheds, as well as our many nland lakes, thanks to
stepped up efforts to 1dentify and correct failed septic sys-
tems and reducing the use of fertilizers near waterways

A painful lesson also was learned about how a tiny bug
from a faraway land can wreak havoc on a foreign ecosys-
tem The emerald ash borer has killed tens of thousands
of ash trees, and a number of similar invasive species —
most notably the zebra mussel — are causing stmilar
destruction to the Great Lakes ecosystem

This 1s an area where our state and federal government
officials must do more 1n 2005 to protect this precious
natural resource, which literally defines our state

Tougher regulations must be adopted to stop the spread
of non-native species in the Great Lakes basin

And while they are at 1t, Gov Jennifer Granholm and
the state Legslature should be taking the lead on a jomt,
international effort to restrict diversion of water from the
Great Lakes

There 1s an old saying that you don’t have anything if
you don’t have your health The same 1s true for our envi-
ronment, and 1t 1s up to all of us to ensure that health

Look for any number of out-
lets for the Toys for Tots cam-

paign.
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HE'S GOING AS
STRONG NOW
AS WHEN HE
STARTED!

WHY WOoULO
THEN EVER

Teachers as scapegoats

It 18 extremely saddening to read the
attitude of Mr Kremer as he reflects on
contract negotiations between PCCS and
its teachers (Nov 18 letter to the editor)
First, 1n business 1t 1s a good, productive
sign when management and labor have
an interest-based relationship where
they can communicate rationally m an
attempt to find a reasonably fair and
equrtable result

Secondly, if I were part of the PCCS
teaching workforce, I would not be leav-
ng negotiations “satisfied” knowing my
salary would be about 6 percent behind
the projected rate of inflation for the
duration of the contract

Nor would I be “satisfied” knowing
that, after all the mathematical compar-
isons are done about days worked, etc,
according to labor statistics I would stall
be tens of thousands of dollars behind 1n
salary of other comparable ‘ professional”
level workers

Why does society always use teachers
as scapegoats by blaming them for gov-
ernmental finaneial difficulties® Why do
teachers and their families always have
to suffer the monetary burdens of finan-
cial mismanagement over which they
have no control, especially when the state
and federal governments are not ponying
up the monies for education® Why
wouldn’t the government increase school
funding at least by matching the nfla-
tionary rates and cost-of-living increases
to funding allowances?

The “financial eroston” Mr Kremer
writes of starts much higher than the
school district So, yes, m both the short
and long run of it, Mr Kremer, 1t 1s your
fault and the rest of tax-paying society’s
fault, for not making the tough decision
of greater financial respect for teachers
and for the improved, realistic funding
for education at the time they were need-
ed

Matthew Otto

Plymouth

Monopolistic media

Too bad, another imndependent publish-
g company 1s being lost to monopols-
tic, controlled-by-a-few mainstream
news media (“Gannett to acquire
HomeTown Communications Network,”
Plymouth Observer, Nov 21)

Such consolidation of information dis-
seminating power obviously 1s the mamn
reason behind this public, like perhaps
no other in the world, being so one-sid-
edly informed, often purposely misled,
subjected to sneaky molding of opinions
held by the molders m control

Joseph Wira
Plymouth
The whole picture
1 am mtngued by the letter from

Glenn Kremer (Nov 18) Mr Kremer
seems to be quite upset about the current
contract between the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools and the Plymouth-
Canton Education Association I am
mtrigued why he brings this up now see-
g that the PCEA 15 1n the third year of
that four-year contract Mr Kremer

LETTERS

leads me to believe he does not quite see
the whole picture @

I get the feehng Mr Kremer has not
kept up with the financal situation in
Lansing Since the current contract was
negotiated, the foundation grant has
been frozen twice, with the third year of
the freeze looming at the beginning of
the new year That will be coupled with a
reduction 1n the foundation grant These
freezes and cuts were not present or fore-
seen when the PCCS and the PCEA
negotiated m good faith

It does seem Mr Kremer nusses the
days of Errol Goldman and his cruel tac-
tics Today within the district there 1s less
of a feeling of animosity and that the
teachers and administration are all
working together for the children and
not batthing with administration i ways
that detract educators from their duties
(one only needs to look to Northwille in
order to understand what 1t used to be
like with both sides fighting)

The dedicated teachers of this district
work hard and earn the rases (2 25 per-
cent this year) that have been negotiated,
even 1f the rases fall short of the current
cost of living adjustment, currently at 2 7
percent and historically higher than
teacher raises (we are not allowed to
strike due to the beloved Gov Engler)

The contract was accepted by the
Board of Education, which 1s the govern-
ing body of the school distriet elected by
the people, of which Mr Kremerisa
part If Mr Kremer 1s as well-schooled 1n
labor relations and educational funding
as his claims yearn to indicate, then I
encourage him to step forward and run
for a seat on the board

I would be 1nterested 1n how well he
can hit the bull’s-eye on the ever-moving
target that 18 educational funding 1n
Michigan

Bob Mackethy
Plymouth

Red states, blue states

I awoke this morning discovering I
had left the computer on I was startled
by a sea of red, but pleased that the pic-
ture was one of the United States The
picture was more grand and grandiose
that a Rembrandt

There were a couple of minor flaws,
blue smears 1n the upper right hand cor-
ner, blotches of blue on the left edge But
the picture was magnificent! Speaking of
division 1n our States! The red between
the blues was stupendous, a mass of red
n the middie of blue burps 1n the East
and blue burbics 1n the west

Go with the mandate, George W
Bush! Socialism has been stilled for a
while Boom the economy and remain
steadfast chasing the barbarians

Neil Goodbred
Livonia

School boards cheat

Citizens turning out for general elec-
tions are entitled to the complete baliot
School boards cheat by withholding
1ssues for more favorable forums They
msist on separate elections because these
voters likely have special mnterests m the
results

General elections represent 11 times
more citizens than school elections, but
combining elections will occur only
when school boards no longer win An
aroused majority voting at their polling
events can defeat every proposition —
good and bad Defeated propositions
tend to re-appear with a few changes
until they are accepted

Hank Borgman
Farmington

Headlee was a friend

The Amernican Heart Association lost a
friend last week with the passing of
Richard Headlee While much has been
documented about his professional life
through his leadership of the Alexander
Hamilton Life Insurance Co and his
active political hife including term hmts,
the Headlee Amendment and his unsuc-
cessful run for governor, Dick wasjalso a
long-term heart transplant survivor

After his transplant and move tp Utah,
he became active with the American
Heart Association playing a role in the
start of the Salt Lake City Heart Walk
and becoming a spokesperson for some
unmque endowment nitiatives m
Michigan Speaking at a 2003 American
Heart Association board meeting in
Detroit, Dick credited the medical com-
munity for research advancements and
the newer anti-rejection drugs that
allowed him to remain active to the pomt
of playing tennis several times a week at
the age of 73 He viewed the last 17 years
since his transplant as a gift and treas-
ured each one, recrting the exact number
of days he'd been given to spend time
with his family and meet his younger
grandchildren

Hus transplant came at a time when
survaval rates were hoped to be 1n the five
to 10 year range In fact, it 1s difficult to
find statistics on long-range survivors At
17 years he marveled at how another
man’s heart was still beating strong
inside of him  As he noted last year,
“How do you measure a gift like that?”

Thomas H. Ritter
past chairman
Metro Detroit Board of Directors

American Heart Association

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the edifor Please
include your name address and phone number
for verification We ask that your letters be 400
words or less We may edit for clarity space
and content
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QUOTABLE

“We lost $110,000 fast month on the CMO operation under the new county contract ... We're probably going to look at
terminating the CMO services if we continue to lose month-to-month. | don't want to do that, | want to have the problem
solved. It's further evidence there are problems with the delivery system that need to get fixed.”

~ Dale Yagiela, Growth Works, on steps to be taken if the financial picture doesn't improve
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Archaic distribution laws
hurt consumers, vintners

ou don’t have to be a dyed-in-the-wool con-
servative to recogmize that there are far too
many mstances of the ‘nanny state,” where
governments presume that they alone know best
how to take care of people and that there 1s no
real or imagmed problem that cannot be over-
come by contmued and oppressive regulation

Examples abound, including that tag on your
mattress cover that forbids its removal under
penalty of law’ and state restrictions on processing
(why not ‘butchering,” for Heaven’s sake?) venison

Another example has to do with the spider web
of regulations covering the ship-
png, warehousing and selling
of wine, beer and booze When
Prohibition (atself a first-class
example of failed state nanny-
1sm) ended 1n 1933 with the
adoption of the 21st
Amendment, many states Jost
no time in combining a bow to
temperance advocates with a
grab for state profit by enacting
elaborate regulations on the
sale of alcohol

Phil

Michigan, 1t turns out, 1s one
of 11 states that forbid out-of state wineries from
sending bottles directly to customers This rule,
which restricts consumer choice and protects the
economic turf of members of the Michigan Beer
and Wine Wholesalers Association (the single
most powerful lobby in Lansmng), 1s now bemg
challenged at the highest level Oral arguments
before the US Supreme Court will be held next
Tuesday

Advocates for change argue that the
Constitution, through the Interstate Commerce
Clause, gives the federal government — not the
states — the right to regulate interstate trade mn
wine or anything else Defendants (including
Michigan Attorney General Mike Cox, who should
know better) assert that the 21st Amendment
gives states the right to regulate everything about
the sale of alcohol This argument over states
rights has been simmering quietly for a long time,
but the nse of the Internet as a shopping medrum
and the mecreasing numbers of new, boutique
wineries have brought the 1ssue to a head

The moving forces behind all this are a couple,
Ray and Eleanor Heald, who have been wrting a
column on wine and spirits for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers since 1990 Four years ago,
the Healds heard about the Domaine Alfred win-
ery in California, they contacted Terry Speizer,
the winemaker They asked 1f he could send them
a bottle of pimot norr to evaluate for thewr column
No, he rephed, because Michigan law won t allow
out-of-state wineries to send even one measly
bottle mto the state Moreover, he couldn t sell
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12-9

WEDNESDAY
OEC

OPEN
12-9

NOV 29

his product here because wine distributors 1n
Michigan couldn t be bothered with stocking
wines from such a small winery So the Healds
and Spenzer sued

There’s little doubt that overturning the restrictive
state laws that now exist in almost half our nahon
would benefit both consumers and small wineries
In all, 11 states have passed laws favormg in-state
winenes and another 13 forbid outnight all direct
wine shipment The Federal Trade Commussion
found m 2003 that direct shipping and onlme wine
sales would “sigmificantly enhance consumer wel-
fare” One reason 1s price, the FTC found that buy-
g wine onhne 1s cheaper than at local stores
Another benefit 1s choice, there are 3,700 wineries
mn the US, but most of them are too small for tradi-
tional wholesalers and distributors to bother with
The Wine Institute, a group argmng for regulation
change, says only 13 percent of Califorma’s 800
wineries have distribution 1n all 50 states

For example, consider Tantalus, a small ultra-
premium winery 1 Sonoma County, Calif I met
Jim Harwood, Tantalus’ president, last summer
when I sampled his syrah wine and found 1t excel-
lent “Can I get some?” I asked ‘Nope, unless you
actually visit the wmery 1n person, in which case
Michigan law allows me fo ship you one case”

‘My output 1s only 3,500 cases, which 1s pretty
small, sard Harwood, who married a woman
from Michigan 1n 1978 and found his hobby turn-
ng nto a fully permitted family business i 1989

‘Qver the years, I've had three distmbutors m
Michigan, but all of them found my wines uneco-
nomuc to stock. Even a winery with a 50,000-case
production 1s on the borderlne There are plenty of
people m Michigan who would love to buy my wine,
but they can’t get 1t becavse of the law And there are
so many duffering laws m the different states, ship-
pmg wine to Kentucky, for example, 15 a felony”

When asked, advocates for the present system
like to throw up moralistic rhetoric about “cur-
talling underage drinking” Sure Some kid 1s
going to go on the Web and pay 40 bucks a bottle
for an ultra-premium wine? A 2004 study by the
National Academy of Sciences found that parties,
friends and strangers are the most hikely ways for
kids to get booze, a finding that matches the
experience of most parents (They don’t normally
get 1n trouble with premium wines, either)

1 admure the Healds (who write a pretty darn good
wine column) for their professionalism and their
willingness to take on the nanny state in its lair I
hope the Supremes listen with care next Tuesday A
decision 1s expected sometime next summer

Phil Power Is the chairman of the board of the company
that owns this newspaper He would be pleased to get your
reactions to this column either at (734) 953 2047 or at ppow
er@homecomm net
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nother firearms deer hunting season
came o an end Tuesday In all likel-
hood, 1t was the last one ever 1n Canton

At the urging of Public Safety Director
John Santomauro, the board of trustees
essentially approved the concept of a com-
plete hunting ban within the township’s lim-
1ts last week There are still some details to
work through, such as how the ordinance
would pertain to BB guns and paintball guns,
but there was overwhelm-
1ng support on the board to
prohibzt the discharge of
firearms within the town-
ship

According to
Santomauro, having the
board pass an ordinance
will essentially do an end
around on the Michigan
Department of Natural
Kurt Resources, which normally
M determines where and

when hunting 1s allowed

But the process the DNR goes through to
make such determinations 1s very time-con-
suming, because the department has to hold
pubhc hearings and navigate through all the
bureaucratic red tape that 1s state govern-
ment

Santomauro says Canton doesn’t have the
luxury to wait out that process, which he said
can take several years By that time, there
just won’t be many places left to hunt, he
says And with the exception of a few larger
lots where people own more than five acres,
he’s nght

There just 1sn’t much good hunting to be
had 1n a subdivision, though you would never
know 1t by the names that often mark them,
such as Pheasant Run or Deer Creek I think
developers name subs based on the last crit-
ter they saw chased away by their bulldozers
Desprte the names, however, hunters should
probably head elsewhere unless their quarry
18 a soccer bali or SUV

Currently there a few pockets on Canton’s
west side where hunting 1s still allowed, but
development 1s quickly encroaching
Township officials, understanding the possi-
ble hability of people walking around with
loaded weapons within earshot of back yards
and playgrounds, see a need to act quickly on
the matter

So they are prepared to trump the DNR,
and enact a law that supersedes the depart-
ment’s jurisdiction

When 1t 1s finahized, this hunting ban will
mark the turning of yet another page 1n the
townships history

Although 1t was mnevitable that this era
would come to an end because of all the

Hunting ban is just another step
further away from Canton’s roots

development, 1t 18 still sad 1n many ways
Particularly to those of us who were famliar
with the town before it became the upscale
community 1t has become

My grandmother grew up 1 neighboring
Nankin Township, before 1t became
Westland and when 1t, too, was still a farm-
mg community like Canton 8

| teae

She remembers the Canton of her youth as b

a place where her brother, and many others
like him, would come to hunt, particularly
for pheasant In fact, I've often heard some of
the old-timers say they would fire off two

boxes of shells on a normal day chasing -

pheasants i Canton’s numerous farm fields
and woodiots

In my grandmother s ifetime, she saw all
the places of her youth change

The couniry landscape she remembers is a
thing of the past

She grew up with horses, cows and dirt

1

roads It must be tough for those of her gen-
eration to see how much things have changed .

m this area

[3

What scares me even more, however, 18 *

how much Canton has changed 1n just my
hfetime

There 1s rio getiing around the fact that the a

pace of sprawl 1s quickening It wasn't that
long ago that I used to creep down Denton
Road with a carload of finends on crisp fall

]

nights looking for the ghost that supposedly +

resided under a small bridge amongst the
corn fields We never did find the ghost, but
I'm pretty sure 1f 1t were there, 1t has been

Y

chased away just like the deer and pheasant ¢

And now the hunters

One of Santomauro’s maimn contentions for
the need of a hunting ban 1s that Canton 1s
very close to being fully developed, and
points to all the new subdivisions on the

western fringe of town One day you've gota ¥

field out there, the next day you've got a sub-
division,” he saxd

It 15 onlf a matter of time, and probably
not much at that, when Denton and Ridge
roads wall look very similar to the way
Canton Center looks now At that point,
sprawl will have passed Canton by Where |
will it end?

Hunting, hke farming, 1s a casualty of this
process, which some call progress Even
hunters like me must admit that 1t yust 1sn't
compatible with modern suburbia

So excuse me for lamenting just one more
bit of our heritage that will be relegated to a
display at the historical museum

Kurt Kuban s the community editor of the Canfon
Observer He can be reached via e mail at
kkuban@oe homecomm net or by phone at (734) 459
2700
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Dan and Kyle Markey enjoy their Oakland
Township home one of several residences on
this year's Holly Walk The event benefits the
Rochester Hills Pubhic Library

Comfortable

and joyous

Holly Walk home
furnished with
loving care

BY MARY KLEMIC
STAFF WRITER

It was love at first sight, Kyle Markey
says

She and husband Dan wanted the
Oakland Township house as soon as they
saw 1t, the first day 1t was on the market

The family has hved 1n the house for 1-
1/2 years It 1s a comfortable setting for
Kyle Markey’s various collections and the
family’s antiques

‘With such elements as 10 foot cellings,
crown moldings and leaded glass doors,
1t has structural charm as well as charm
from the famuly’s furmishings

“You can love your home, we are
love with our home,” Kyle said

The Victorian residence 1s one of the
homes 1n the area featured on the 13th
annual Holly Walk house tour, Sunday,
Dec 12, sponsored by the Friends of the
Rochester Hills Public Library (see relat-
ed item)

Built 1n 1998, the house 1s a rephca of a
residence featured 1n Traditional Homes
niagazine 1n 1982 The owners got the
onginal plans from a home 1n Atlanta,
and discovered 1t was a copy of a house mn
Cape May, N J

It crowns a hilltop, on almost three
acres of secluded, wooded property
Among the wildlife are 36 deer that Kyle
feeds (The deer are so used to the family
that they recogmze the Markey car on
the nearby road and follow 1t up the
driveway, Kyle said )

The Markeys spend a lot of time in
their screened-in porch, which 1s filled
with flowers 1n the summer and looks
out at the beaut:ful iew all year

The wallpaper 1n the breezeway has a
pattern of birdhouses From here you can
see Kyle's collection of birdhouses on an
outside wall Within half an hour after
she first put up the birdhouses, a chick-
adee had made a nest i one of them, she
sad

'TIS THE SEASON

Almost everywhere you look, the
Markey residence 1s decorated for the
holidays The famuily put up the decora-
tions Nov 2

‘Is Christmas your favonte hohday?”
Kyle 1s asked
“Absolutely’” she replies

PLEASE SEE WALK, B4

BY JENNA KLOECKNER
STAFF WRITER

For many, 1t’s the time of
year to endure the brisk
December air i search of the
perfect Christmas tree for the
hohiday season

Although the type you
choose ~ whether a fir or pine
- depends on personal prefer-
ence, there a few things to
keep 1 mind when browsing
a Christmas tree farm or
nursery

Frank Rimi, owner of
Addison Oaks Chnistmas Tree
Farm 1n Rochester, suggests
performing a ‘freshness test”
In other words, put your hand
firmly around a branch of a
tree and pull 1t to see how
many needles fall off

‘If a lot of needles fall off,
the tree 1s dried out and will
probably not last long,” Rimm
said ‘Little or no needles
should drop”

According to the National
Christmas Tree Association,
balsam firs and Scotch pines
have excellent needle reten-
tion, while white pine, white
spruce, Fraser fir, Colorado
blue spruce and concolor fir
have good needle retention

Also, Rinm says to look for
a tree that’s proportionate
and has a good shape The
NCTA says white spruce,
Fraser fir, Colorado blue
spruce and concolor fir all
have a pleasing shape

Linnea Garvey of
Plymouth Nursery and
Garden Center suggests
checking the tree’s branches,
by feeling and bending
them, to make sure they
are strong enough to hold
ornaments Garvey said
most fir trees have very
sturdy branches
According to the
NCTA, white spruces
and noble firs are the
most ornament-
friendly Christmas
trees

Also, Garvey
recommends
looking at the
color

“You want to
make sure 1t
has a nice,
nich-green
color,” she
said “Ifit’s a

www.hometownlife.com

pea-green color, that’s really
not a good sign”

The NCTA rates white
spruce, Colorado blue spruce
and concolor fir as trees that
have good foliage color

SMELL THE TREE

Another thing to consider
when picking out a tree 1s fra-
grance If you want a fragrant
tree, Garvey said to choose a
fir tree, hike a Douglas fir,
because 1t has a “sweet,
yummy-evergreen’ smell If
you prefer a strong pine
scent, she said Scotch pines
are a good choice

If you don’t want any scent,
the NCTA suggests white
pine and Leyland cypress,
which have very hittle aroma
And 1f you don’t want a bad
scent, white and Colorado
spruces may not be your best
bet The NCTA says these
trees have a bad aroma when
the needles are crushed

Lastly, you might want to
choose between a tree with
soft or hard needies Garvey
said white pines and most firs
have the softest needles

WATER, WATER, WATER

Once you've picked out your
tree you want to make sure
you keep it 1n good condition
throughout the holiday season

The key to domng that
mvolves water Rim1 says as
soon as you get your tree
home, the trunk should be

. 1mmediately put mnto luke-

warm water
“As soon as the tree 15
severed, the fresh wound
. wants to heal,” Rinm
said “So, if 1t 1sn't put
mto water right away,
the tree will start to
seal iiself off”
More spectfically,
the cut trunk will
form a sap seal,
which Rimt saad
will lessen the
tree’s water
absorption capac-
1ty Ifyou can’t
getthe tree n
water right
away, Rim1
suggests

PLEASE SEE
TREES, B3

&

Do }esearch before shopping for Christmas tree

TREE FACTS

Here are tree characteristics from the
National Christmas Tree Association
White Pine - soft flexible needies (2 1/2-5
Inches long), bluish-green In color good
needle retention little aroma Not
recommended for heavy ornaments
White Spruce - excellent for ornaments
short, stiff needles (172 3/4 inches long with
biunt tips) bluish-green to green in color bad
aroma when needles are crushed excellent
foliage color good natural shape Needie
retention 1s better than in other spruces
Fraser Fir - branches turn shghtly upward
good form and needle retention, dark biue
green in color pleasant scent excellent
shipping characteristics
Coforado Blue Spruce - sharp needles (111/2
inches in length) biutsh-gray in color bad
odor when needles are crushed good
symmetrical form attractive blue foliage
good needle retention
Concolor Fir - small, narrow needles (1-11/2
inches tn length and occur in rows) good
foliage color good needle retention pleasing
shape and aroma
Douglas Fir - soft needles (I 11/2inches in
length) dark green to blue green in color
needles radiate in all directions from the
branch Needles have a sweet fragrance when
crushed
Balsam Fir - needles (3/4-11/2 inches n
length) last a very long time and has a dark
green appearance Retains its pleasing
fragrance throughout the Christmas season
Scotch Pine - needles (approximately 1inch in
length) don t fall when they re dry excellent
needle retention Bright green, excellent
survival rate, great "keep ability, will remain
fresh throughout the holiday season
Noble Fir - needles turn upward, exposing
lower branches, known for its beauty, long
keep ability its stiff branches make t a good
tree for heavy ornaments
Leyland Cypress - dark green gray in color,
very little aroma does not produce sap
Branches are stouf and woody and respond
very well to timming, small- medium in size
foliage becomes extremely dense
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Submissions

Do you have a special 1tem

Safe at home

antiseptic wipes, rescue bfankets, dust
masks, toilet paper rolls, samtary nap-

Update lights

If you're like many
homeowners, you string
up the same old
Christmas lights year
after year without ever
giving much thought to
their condition

Here are five ways to
know when 1f's time to
retire your holiday
lights

M Fried and frayed. If
wires are frayed and ¢
discolored, or sparks fiy
when you plug them i,
trash them and head
straight to the store for

L

a new batch You don't
want to risk a fire

M Big, bulky bulbs
We've all used them, but
those large bulbs, circa
1962, are out With ali
of the new twinkle
lights avallable {inciud-
ing the popular tcicle
variety), why drag out
your old clunkers? By
now, the paint on the
butbs is probably
chipped - not to men-
tion those old-fashioned
buibs can get mighty
hot

M Burnt-out bulbs 1f
more lights are out than
working on your string
of lights, it's time to
trade them in for some
new ones Let's face it,
you'll never replace
individual bulbs

| All knotted up
Many people uncover a
knotted mess of lights
when they search
through the boxes of
holiday decorations
Make things easier on
yourself, and skip the
hassie of unknotting the
clump Buy new fights,
and this year, make sure
to wrap them up neatly
for use next year

R Outrageous color. ™
Thought you'd be all the
rage with pink and blue
lights? Well, perhaps
this year you'll succumb
to tradition and trade m
those “umque” hues for
something more

g Christmas-y

HVAC upgrade

The Fhintstones
debuted on TV n
October 1960, with Fred
and Wilma living in a
caven Bedrock

While a bit "primitive”
in many ways, this cave
had clever upgrades
that made it OK And if
your “digs” are a bit
“primitive,” too, you
might want to do some
upgrading of your own.

If you live in a house
with no “forced-air”
HVAC, and you wish you
could add it without a
hassie, now you can -
thanks to a new tech-
nology called "high
velocity, mini~air-duct
distribution,” report
James and Morris Carey
of AP Weekly Features

Basically, it repiaces
the need for retrofitting
conventional ductwork
in walls and under floors
by using a “perimeter”
ring of narrow ductwork

kins and 12-hour kight sticks, and a flash-
light with batteries, a whistle, a pack of
waterproof matches, cotton work gloves
and a poncho The kits can be shipped
directly to the home Tax and shipping
and handling aren’t included in the retail
prices Also available are American Red

up in the attic or crawl
space, and a series of
small, 2-inch, tube-type
ducts coming off of that
It aliows you to pipe
heated awr (also from a
mini-unit instalted up

The Southeastern Michigan Chapter of
the American Red Cross offers Disaster
Supply Starter Kits and First Aid Kits
available for purchase

The Red Cross recommends that every
family has at least a first aid kit

Red Cross First Aid Kits start at $5 for a

youd ke to showcase in
Marketplace on the front
of At Home? We d ike to
feature itt Send a photo or
slide of the prece along
with information fo

Ken Abramczyk small, indiv