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Barn moves

Local developer Marcello
Scappaticci has offered to
donate a barn from the his-
toric Cassady Farm o
Plymouth Township. Located
at the corner of North
Territorial and Sheldon
roads, the Cassady property
is being redeveloped into the
Cassady Place
Condominiums.

Scappaticci, wanting to
preserve the barn and its
historic value, contacted
township officials in
December. It was decided
that Plymouth Township
Park, at Ann Arbor Trail and
McClumpha, would be the
proper place for the barn to
take on a new life as a
nature center.

Scappaticci has agreed to
dismantle, move and
reassemble the barn, foun-
dation and slab for the barn,
at his expense. He has also
agreed to provide equipment
and personnel to help create
the paths. Ultimately, the
township could include insu-
lation, electricity and plumb-
ing to widen the use of the
barn. Site preparation work
and reassembly could take
place as early as this spring.

Elected

Plymouth Township
Supervisor Steve Mann has
been selected by his peersin
the Conference of Western
Wayne to assume a leader-
ship position for the coming
year. Mann,
the newly
elected
treasurer,
joins new
Chairman
Tom Fiedler
of Belleville,
Vice Chair
Sandra Cicirelli of Westland,
Secretary Al Haidous of
Wayne and Chair Emeritus
Kevin Kelley of Redford
Township.

"} am honored to have
been chosen to serve in this
capacity,” Mann said. “There
is a recognition that
Plymouth Township champi-
ons low tax rates and com-
bines it with a great quality
of living. | look forward to
having the opportunity to
share this message with
other elected officials.”

The Conference of Western
Wayne encompasses 18 com-
munities with more than
700,000 residents. The com-
munities cover 320 square
miles and have a tax base of
$23 billion. Mann is in his
third year as supervisor, hav-
ing been elected in 2000.
Prior to his election, he was
amember of the Plymouth
Township Police Department.

School petitions

School election petitions
are now available for anyone
wishing to declare candidacy
for the June 9 Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education
election, Forms are available
at the E.J. McClendon
Educational Center on
Harvey. Deadline for filing is
4 p.m. April 7. Petitions must
contain at least 40 valid sig-
natures of registered voters.
The deadline to withdraw
once you've filed a petition
is 4 p.m. April 10. -

Call (734) 416-3095.

Bathey property drawing serious interest — Local News, A3
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Final performance

Athayde, please turn to page A2.

Plymouth Symphony Conductor Nan Washburn and Concert Master Juliana Athayde share a bittersweet moment on stage during
Saturday’s concert at Qur Lady of Good Counsel. Athayde is leaving the PSO to continue her education in Cleveland. She was hon-
ored at Saturday's performance with a plague, bouquet and standing ovation for her five years of performance. For more on

DONALD J. ALLEY

Magnificenza!
Italian art tells
story of late-
Renaissance
Florence.
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Severance
may offset
ayoffs

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth-Canton school board has given
Superintendent Jim Ryan the go-ahead to move
ahead with $5.6 million in cuts to balance the 2003-
04 budget, including teacher and staff layoffs,
increases in breakfast and lunch prices, as well as an
end to Sunday activities at the high school complex.

Ryan’s list of proposed cuts is predicated on Gov.
Jennifer Granholm’s projected state budget that calls
for keeping the current level of state foundation grant
for schools, which for Plymouth-Canton is $7,025 per
student.

Among the cuts: 20 teachers, which are expected
to save the district $686,000. Ryan said he’s hopeful
that with a $10,000 incentive to encourage eligible
teachers to retire or leave the district, most of those
to be given layoff notices April 15 could be rehired.

“We're hoping the severance incentive gets some
folks to declare, and we can work at trying to take
back the most senior of the cuts,” said Ryan. “I would
like to get them all hired back by the time the school
year ends.”

Plymouth-Canton Education Association President
Chuck Portelli said he’s not surprised at the number
of teacher layoffs.

“The district saves $50,000 every time a teacher is
laid off;” he said. “The more people who take the sev-
erance and leave the district, the more it will save
jobs for people that could be laid off”

Among other staff cuts will be one administrator,
who has yet to be named, two secretaries, five para-
professionals, and a number of aides.

Additional budget reduction recommendations
include cutting major projects, $400,000; ordering
fewer instructional supplies, $100,000; administra-
tive building reductions, $300,000; and a 10-percent
cut in the athletic budget, $200,000.

PLEASE SEE SEVERANCE, AS

Township
cops make
drug bust

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Plymouth Township’s participa-
tion in the Western Wayne
Community Response Team is
starting to pay off.

‘In a combined effort between
the CRT, township patrol officers
and the Western Wayne Narcotics
Enforcement Team, Plymouth
Township police arrested a town-
ship man for distribution of drugs
out of his home in the 9000 block
of Northern Street.

When police searched his home,
they found additional narcotics,
counterfeit money and equipment
designed to distribute naxcotics.

Matthew Hernandez was
arraigned March 6 on five felony
counts of delivery and manufac-
ture of drugs. One count was for
methamphetamine, which carries
a maximum penalty of 25 years in
prison and a $25,000 fine.

of Good Counsel parish who
showed up at Monday’s parish
council meeting expecting
answers as to why longtime
principal Tedd Behn is being
let go walked away largely

600 students in grades K-8.
Sullivan has, to this point,
been very quiet about the
decision not to renew Behn's
contract. On the administra-
tive intent form the principal

BY BRAD KADRICH sion in February not to bring  back from
STAFF WRITER back Behn, the principal at
OLGC School for 17 years. The
Anyone from the Qur Lady  school educates more than

unhappy. filed in January, Behn indicat- years, and
The Rev. John Sullivan, the  ed his plan to return to the from here.
OLGC pastor, made the deci-  role. However, when he gotit  to retire.”

for an administrative change.”

That's the only thing Behn
has heard to this day. Behn
said he hasn’t spoken to or
met with Sullivan since the
decision was made.

“I was shocked,” Behn said
Tuesday. “I've been here 17

OLGC principal removal angers parents

SHOCK AND SURPRISE

Sullivan, the pastor

had written, “I feel it is time

Apparently, Behn wasn’t the
only one surprised by the deci-
sion, which is Sullivan’s to
make as the pastor of the
parish under Archdiocese of
Detroit rules. According to
Richard Laskos, public rela-
tions associate for the
I1thought I'd retire  Archdiocese of Detroit, the

And I'm not ready
PLEASE SEE OLGC, A7

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Two years ago, Jay Densmore had a
giant flag painted on the outside of his
Plymouth Furniture Refinishing building
on Main Street.

“I put it there to make people think
about our veterans, to thank them for
what they’ve done for us,” said Densmore.
“They (World War II-era veterans) are
dying off at a thousand a day, and soon no
one will be around to tell the story. If
they’re not remembered ... we all owe
them a lot”

Despite the words “Remember Our

Graffiti alters mural message

ently took the message differently, spray-
painting “So Let’s Go To War” on the lower
part of the building, apparently in refer-
ence to a possible conflict with Iraq.

Densmore said Plymouth police told
him they noticed the graffiti early
Saturday morning.

“It was pretty upsetting,” said Densmore.
“The flag has been up there for a few years
and it has no connection with the war. I
think whoever did it thought I was sup-
porting going to war, but it wasn’t that at
all”

Former Plymouth resident Jerry
Phillips, who now resides in Van Buren

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Jay Densmore of Plymouth Furniture
Refinishing stands outside his building on Main

PLEASE SEE BUST, A5 Veterans” around the flag, vandals appar- PLEASE SEE GRAFFITI, AS  street where vandals spray-painted graffiti.
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Concert master takes final AROUND TOWN
ACTIVITY NIGHT CHORUS SCHOLARSHIPS “We are proud to have
_ (O'Neill) join us for this special
b ow a s ca re e r m ove s fo r w a rd Plymouth and Canton police The Plymouth Community evening,” said reception organiz-
teams are joining forces to host ~ Chorus, as part of its musicedu- er Barbara Serra. “With
an annual activity night for cation program, is offering three (O’Neill’s) broad background as
BY BRAD KADRICH Plymouth-Canton students. scholarships to students pursu-  an actress, published author, »
STAFF WRITER Plymouth’s DAREteamand  ing an education in the vocal and national spokesperson, we )
the Canton Police Teaching, field of performing arts. know she will challenge and 0
It was a night of excitement Educating and Mentoring pro- One $1,000 scholarship will  encourage us” !
and bittersweet moments as the gram members are sponsoring  be awarded to a graduating high All proceeds will be used to .
Plymouth Symphony took the the activity night from 6-9:30 school senior, and two $500 further the prolife educational '
stage Saturday at Our Lady of p-m. Saturday, March 29 at scholarships will be awarded to  work of Right to Life of o

Good Counsel.

While the symphony was
welcoming an art exhibit fea-
turing Russian artist Felix
Braslavsky, members were also
bidding farewell to Concert
Master Juliana Athayde, who is
leaving the symphony after five
years to continue her education
in Cleveland.

To celebrate her final per-
formance, Athayde performed
Prokofiev’s Troika! from
Lieutenant Kije, Shostokovich’s
Symphony No. 5 in D minor
and Tchaikovsky’s Violin
Concerto Op. 35.

“It was bittersweet,” Athayde
said. “I spent five years there;
that’s a good chunk of time. I
joined them as a college fresh-
man and now I'm a grad stu-
dent.

“It was definitely great to be
playing with people who have
been so supportive and have
been there for me all the time. I
felt like everyone wanted me to
play well, and that’s always a
nice feeling.”

Athayde’s accomplishments
belie her youth. At age 21, she’s
already played the violin for
some 19 years. She has studied
with masters such as Zoya
Leybin of the San Francisco
Symphony, University of

The Plymouth Symphony's Concert Master of the past 5 years, Juliana
Athayde, performs Tchaikovsky's Violin Concerto 0p.35., her last performance
as a member of the Plymouth Symphony. She plans a move to Cleveland to

pursue her Master's Degree.

Michigan School of Music
Professor Paul Kantor and vir-
tuoso Pinchas Zuckerman.

She has performed with the
Young People’s Symphony
Orchestra, the Diablo
Symphony and the San
Francisco Symphony, where she
was a featured soloist during 11
performances of its “Concerts
for Kids” series.

A Bay Area native, Athayde
was concert master with the
San Francisco Orchestra for
three years before moving east
to study music at U-of-M. She
earned her bachelor’s degree
last year. She had a chance to
return to the Bay Area when
she recently won a job with the
San Francisco orchestra, but
she turned it down to stay in
Cleveland.

She will be the only student
in a class with Cleveland con-
cert master Bill Preucil, learn-
ing how to be a concert master
for a major orchestra.

Athayde said it was a good
time to turn down such an
offer, even with a potential six-
figure salary, to do what she
really wants.

“It would make total sense to
take this great (San Francisco)
job, but I'm going to stay in
Cleveland,” Athayde said.
“(Preucil) is going to teach me
how to do what I really want to
do. I figured this is the only
time I'm going to be 22, single
and able to turn away from one
great opportunity to take
another great opportunity that
will, in the long-run, hopefully
serve me well”

PHOTO BY DONALD J. ALLEY
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Skatin’ Station II in Canton.

DARE/TEAM is an educa-
tional course conducted in the
classroom by police officers to all
fifth-grade students in the dis-
trict. The program equips the
students with the necessary life
skills to resist peer pressure to
ﬁxll)eriment with drugs and alco-

ol.

All students are eligible to
participate in the activity night.
Since the activity night is the

« program’s major fund-raiser,
DARE/TEAM officials are ask-
ing students to collect $30 in
pledges, to be presented at the
door. Prizes will be awarded
based on pledge amounts raised.
All proceeds remain in the
DARE/TEAM program.

Complimentary pizza and pop
will be provided. Questions
should be directed to the
DARE/TEAM office, (734) 354~
3213 or (734) 394-5433.

HIDDEN HISTORY

Plymouth's Hidden History
Series continues with “Don’t
Spit On the Sidewalk,” a pro-
gram about the unusual laws
and some of the unusual gov-
ernment officials in Plymouth’s
past. The public is welcome to
attend this presentation, sched-
uled for 7:30 tonight
(Thursday) at the Plymouth
Historical Museum. Key speak-
er is attorney John Thomas. For
more information visit the
museum’s Web site, www.ply-
mouthlibrary.org/~history, or
call (734) 455-8940.

COACHES NEEDED

Plymouth High School is
looking for candidates to fill
coaching positions with its pom
pon and cheerleading teams.

Interested candidates should
submit resumes to athletic
director Terry Sawchuck, 8400
N. Beck Rd., Canton, MI 48187.
For more information, call (734)
582-5700.

5TH ANNUAL

Join This Week

i0)

Service Fee

Req. $149

www.curvesinternational.com

students in the sixth through
11th grades. The scholarship will
be awarded at the May 4 per-
formance of Broadway Legends.
The scholarships are intended
to assist in the pursuit of studies
in the field of vocal music, an
applied vocational career in the
field of vocal music, academic
study of voice, or the study of

.voice for the purpose of organ-

ized recreational or community
singing.

Applications must be post-
marked by April 5 and can be
obtained by calling Sherrie
Northway at (313) 533-4796 or
by writing to Plymouth
Community Chorus, P.O. Box
700217, Plymouth, MI 48170.

TINY TOTS PROGRAM

The Plymouth Salvation
Army is taking registrations for
its Tiny Tots Pre-School pro-
gram for Fall 2003.

The program for 3-year-olds
meets from 9:20-11:20 a.m. on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. To be
eligible for this group, children
must turn 3 before Sept. 1.

The group for 4-year-olds
meets from 9:20-11:30 a.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. To be eligible for this
group, children must turn 4
before Sept. 1, 2003.

For information or to sign up,
call Peggy at (734) 453-5464..

CHARITY RECEPTION

Jennifer O'Neill, actress,
author and national spokesper-
son for Silent No More, will be
the featured speaker at the sec-
ond-annual Benefit for Life I1
charity reception, scheduled for
6:30 p.m., April 3 at St. John's
Golf and Conference Center in
Plymouth.

Joining O'Neill and serving as
master of ceremonies is James
C. Hunter, best-selling author of
The Servant. The reception will
focus on the beauty of life, born
and unborn.

Curies

The power to amaze yourself.™

*Bring a bag of non-perishable food items this
week (March 17-21) to your local Curves
and join with no service fee. All groceties will
be donated to local food banks.

Michigan. St. John's Golf and
Conference Center is located at
44045 Five Mile Road in
Plymouth. For more information
on attending the charity recep-
tion, contact Barbara Serra,
(248) 371-0466 weekdays from
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Tickets are avail-
able by reservation only.

KOHL'S SCHOLARSHIPS

Kohl’s Department Stores is
accepting nominations for its
third-annual Kohl’s Kids Who
Care volunteer recognition pro-
gram. Each year, Kohl’s recog-
nizes kids across the country
who work hard to give back to
their communities. The program
recognizes and rewards kids
who volunteer in their commu-
nities. Nominees must be
between the ages of 6 and 18.
They will be judged in two age
groups: 6-11 and 12-18. The
deadline for entries is March 15.

Two winners will be selected

at each store - one from each
age range - to receive a $50 gift
card. Those winnerswillgoon |
to compete for one of 94 region- '
al scholarships worth $1,000
each. Regional winners will
compete for one of the 10
national scholarships worth
$5,000 each. In addition, Kohl's
will contribute $1,000 to a non-
profit organization on behalf of
each national winner.

Area residents can nominate a
youth volunteer by downloading
a nomination form from
www.kohlscorporation.com or
by picking up a nomination
form at a local Kohl’s store.

KIWANIS GOLF OUTING

The Kiwanis of Colonial
Plymouth is planning its 21st-
annual Kiwanis Golf Outingand -
Feast. The event will be played
at Fox Hills Golf and Country
Club in Plymouth Thursday,

Aug. 7. Reservations can be
made by calling Rob Noel, (734)
453-6000.

FOOD DRIVE

(734) 844-6741
44248 Cherry Hill Road ® Canton
(Corner of Cherry Hill & Sheldon)

*Offer based on fi ini d.
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(In Busch’s Plaza)
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Plymouth city officials are

property along Mill Street

otherwise known as Bathey
Manufacturing.

of the property in January as
the result of a negotiated set-
tlement with former owner

pay $3 million in back taxes,
interest and penalties.
City Manager Paul Sincock

in the largest tract of land
available in the city.

“We have a list of nine peo-
ple who have expressed inter-
est in the property,” Sincock

groups through so they can
get a perspective on it.”

City planners are currently
working on a land use for the
site, which is expected to be
revealed to the city commis-
sion in the near future.
However, there appears to be
little interest in the industrial
and office segments, leading
to speculation residential will
eventually be constructed on

receiving a fairly good amount
of interest in nearly 16 acres of

once owned by A&E Holdings,

The city gained ownership

Wendell Flynn, after a 20-year
battle in which Flynn failed to

said interest has been growing

said. “We've taken a couple of

the site,

“I've not heard of any inter-
est for manufacturing, which
is probably welcome news for
some of the neighbors in the
area,” said Sincock. “Some of
the groups have expressed
interest in some type of con-
dominium development, and
perhaps single family homes
as well”

Mayor Bill Graham believes
Plymouth is still a hot market
for developers.

“The city is still a hot area to
be when it comes to residen-
tial,” Graham said. “The large
piece of property will certainly
afford for some significant
development in the city’s
boundaries.”

While the list of interested
parties is being kept quiet,
one reportedly intrigued by
the property is Joseph Freed
& Associates from Wheeling,
111, which is developing a 163-
unit residential project at the
former Daisy BB Gun factory
on Union Street. The Bathey
property is located just across
the railroad tracks from the
11-acre Daisy site.

One of the pluses for the
city owning the property is
being able to have a say in
how it’s developed.

“We’re able to call the shots,

City gets ‘good amount’ of interest in Bathey site
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The BMC property on Mill is for sale, and city manager Paul Sincock said it is drawing considerable interest.

and we're rarely in that posi-
tion,” said Commissioner
Stella Greene. “We, as a city
bought the property so we
could make the best use of it,
and have some say in deter-
mining how it’s used.

“Personally, my first choice
is to see additional residential,
but I'm not ruling out any
other type of configuration,”
she said. “I'm open to seeing
what developers can submit to
the city”

After chasing down back
taxes for 20 years, Sincock is
certain of what he'd like to see
on the site.

“I'd like to see a taxpayer;
somebody who pays their
taxes in a timely manner,

somebody who pays their
water bills in a timely man-
ner,” he said. “That’s what
we're interested in.”

thruscato@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 459-2700

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Assault suspect could
similar Plymouth investigation

BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

A 21-year-old Canton man
has been charged with third-
degree criminal sexual conduct
in connection with an alleged
assault on a 15-year-old girl.

Jody Preston Yanez was
arraigned on Saturday, March
8, in 34th District Court. A plea
of not guilty was entered in his
behalf and he was remanded to
the Wayne Cotinty Jail. A'pre-
liminary exam is scheduled for
Friday, March 21, at 35th
District Court in Plymouth.

He could face up to 15 years
in prison if convicted.

Yanez, who was scheduled to
stand trial in Oakland County
on Tuesday in a similar case, is
also a suspect in an incident in
Plymouth Township.

Canton Police Sgt. Todd
Mutchler said the Canton girl
told police she met a friend ata
coffee shop in Plymouth where
she was introduced to a man
known as “JD.” She said they
went for a walk and she gave
him her telephone number.

The man called her the fol-

lowing day and asked her to
meet him at Westland Mall.
When they met at the mall, she
told police, he asked her if she
wanted to go to a movie and
they returned to Canton.

He began to make sexual
advances during the movie,
then took her to an apartment
complex on Haggerty Road
where he sexually assaulted her
in a sauna room, she said.

She did not report the assault
immediately, Mutchler said,
because she was afraid and
embarrassed. Her mother
found a note the girl had writ-
ten to a friend and she and her
daughter went to the police.

Police were able to identify
the suspect, Mutchler said, and
Yanez was arrested. Based upon
information obtained during
the investigation, police got a
search warrant to seize Yanez’
computer for forensic evalua-
tion.

“We're looking for specific
evidence to use in our case,”
Mutchler said. “Apparently he
was sending instant messages
to her”

Mutchler said Yanez is also a

be tied o

suspect in at least one other
CSC case in Plymouth

. Township.

Tom Tiderington, Plymouth
Township Police Chief, con-
firmed that his department was
looking into a similar case but
said it was too early in the
investigation to discuss details.

Meanwhile, in Oakland
County, officials asked for a
delay of the trial set for Tuesday
dué to the new developments in
Canton.

In the Oakland County case,
Yanez was charged with
assaulting a 15-year-old
Wolverine Lake girl who subse-
quently became pregnant,
according to assistant prosecu-
tor Paul Walton.

Yanez entered a plea in that
case on Nov. 25, Walton said,
but then withdrew it to seek
probation under the Holmes
Youthful Trainee Act. He was
not given probation but was
released on a $10,000 personal
bond. .

He was still out on bond
when he was arrested in the
Canton incident.
jgladden@oe homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700
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Township to pursue new hall

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Plymouth Township
Supervisor Steve Mann
remains undaunted in his plans
to build a new township hall
complex, despite the fourth cut
to state revenue sharing in two
years and the nagging feeling
that more will come.

The budget revealed last
week by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm took another 3-per-
cent bite out of the state rev-
enue sharing apple, meaning
another $73,000 out of the
township’s budget. In the four
cuts, according to township
treasurer Ron Edwards,
Plymouth Township has lost
some $250,000.

Still, Mann appears commit-
ted to pushing forward on the
$10 million-plus project, which
would see a new complex built
on land the township will pur-
chase from auto magnate Don

Massey at Ann Arbor Road and
Haggerty.

The Plymouth Township
Board of Trustees met
Tuesday night in a closed ses-
sion to discuss the purchase,
although no decisions were
actually made. Mann has pre-
viously indicated Massey is
seeking some $1.7 million for
the nine-acre parcel; the
township has had it appraised
at $1.6 million, while a
Massey appraisal has its worth
set at $1.8 million. .

“In this economy, construc-
tion costs are never going to be
cheaper,” Mann said. “We saw
that with the WTUA expansion
project in Ypsilanti. We got
almost twice as many bidders
as we expected. We're never
going to get lower interest
rates, and that saves the taxpay-
ers money.’

Since Mann'’s plan is to pay
for the township complex
through bonds, he knows he’s

going to have to sell it to resi-
dents who will foot the bill. The
issue will be put to voters and,
if they approve it, the estab-
lished millage will be dedicated
to paying off the bonds.

When those are paid off, the
millage is removed from resi-
dents’ taxes. “If voters approye
it, we have a set stream of rev-
enue that can go only for that,”
Mann said.

He also knows it might be a
tough sell in tough economic
times, but he feels it’s still a
necessary expense, and he’s
confident he can sell it to vot-
ers: ™

“It’s not the time to be asking
(residents) for more money,”
Mann acknowledged. “But you
have to look at the need. It’s
something we need to do; we've
put it off for too long. But we
have the lowest tax rate in
Wayne County, and that’s going
to remain true, even if this
passes.”
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Win your share of $60, 000> Cash!

Sign up for any one of our fun and exciting entry fee slot tournaments. Our next tournament 1s
May 28h and costs just $330°/$225 to enter. Register by calling 258-7878, or visit
us for more information.
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Luxury for less -room rates just $65

Enjoy a mid-week getaway (Sun-Thurs) in our world-class four-diamond hotel for
$65 U.S.* Book early - limited availability. This great room rate is available until
March 31, 2003. Rates are per night, plus taxes, double occupancy

More reasons to come out & play at Casino Windsor!

The days.may be cold and short, but the action is always hot, and with these great promotions, long on value at Casino Windsor!
Beat the winter blahs by heading to Casino Windsor where the U.S. currency exchange gets you more play time and more chances
to win. We're just a few minutes away, but worlds apart in comfort and style. Heat things up with these great promotions.
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Triple Cash Back - February .- March 3¢

Players Prestige™ Slot Club members always earn Cash Back but now you can earn three times
as much for points earned on slot play. Weeknights from 3 p.m. - 3 a.m. Feb. 39— March 31%,

as-Style Entertainment in the Showtime Lounge!

- A REALLY BIG SHEW: Starring Jerry Hoban as Ed Sullivan - MAR. 11"
| TRIBUTE: A salute to the superstars — APR. 15" — MAY 10"
Tickets for these great shows are jUSt $10 U.S. Call 1-800-991-8888 to order tickets.
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Get More Play Time for your U.S. dollar’

Exchanging your U.S. currency gives you more cash in your pocket, more play time and more chances to
win. Exchange rates fluctuate daily, but over the last year have averaged approximately 50%. That means
for every $1.00Y¢ you exchange you receive $1 50
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For information on these and other reasons why you should visit Casino Windsor this winter call 1-800-991-7777.

CASINO VVINDSOR

www.casinowindsor.com

Go For Fun, Not For Broke Play Responsibly
1-888-230-3505 Ontarto Problém Gambling HelpLine
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10X ODDS ON CRAPS

It’s the hottest game in town and 10 times odds makes it sizzle.

Only Casino Windsor can take the most exciting game around and make it
even better. 10X Odds on Craps only at Casmo Wmdsor
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Must be 19 years of age *Cityview rooms onl!
person $20 Cancel by 6
charged Subject to availability Room rates and ticket prices
may vary dependin,
on table games
cancel or chan% e the above promotions without
1997 A Really By,

reserved
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BY PAULINE LUPERCIO
CORRESPONDENT

The incident happened a
month ago and there are still
no official answers regarding
the deadly fire at the Maybury
State Park living farm.

John Burn, specialist ser-
geant with the state police fire
marshall’s division, said the
cause of the fire is still under
investigation. Arson, he said,
is not likely.

“The actual scene examina-
tion has been completed and has
been for some time. The scene
was turned back to the DNR for
their disposal,” said Burn. “That
is why the debris has been
cleared [from the site.]”

But the actual cause of the
deadly fire is still yet to be
determined. A full 30 days
have passed since the barn
was burned to the ground, but
Burn said it is not unusual for
an investigation of this nature
to “drag on for some time.”

“We are still waiting for

Cause still unknown in
Maybury Park farm fire

some results and some other
things that we are looking at,”
he said. “Once we have those
details, then hopefully we be
able to issue a statement as to
what we believe happened out
there.”

Northville Township fire-
fighters received the call on
Feb. 12 at approximately 9:45
p-m. and arrived at the Eight
Mile and Beck location to find
the barn in flames. Fire
departments from the cities of
Northville and Novi assisted
in the firefighting effort.

With no water supply on
the scene, and not enough
water brought in by the
tanker truck to fight the barn
fire, township firefighters
made the executive decision
to use the water supply to
save the surrounding build-
ings.

Fifty animals died as a
result of the fire.

plupercio@ht.homecomm.net
(248) 349-1700, Ext. 109

@ter Presented by
Hands On Center For Physical Therapy

GET A GRIP!

means 1s that working to preserve
muscle strength can pay big divi-
dends later in life.

Not sure how you measure
up? Ask your physician for a refer- |
ral to the HANDS ON CENTER E
FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY, and E
our experienced phrs&cal and §,

I

As we age, we lose muscle
strength, which can compromise
our ability to perform daily tasks.
ThUS, mamtammg as much mus-
cle strength as possible may help
avoid or postpone frustrating

roblems later i life, This notion
15 bolstered by a recent study
which shows that men with good
| hand grip strength in “midlife”
(45+ years old when the measure-
ments were taken) reported much
less disability related to muscle
| strenFth twenty years later.
] Specifically, men with weak origi-
| nal hand grip measurements had
more trouble with household
] work, slower walking speed, and
4 more difficulty dressing, bathing,
etc. than men with strong hand
grip measurements. What this

massage therapists wil
test your strength levels and rec-
ommend the right exercise pro- |
gram to achieve your specific |
oals. We also provide treatment
or chronic pain, neck and back
trauma, and bone and joint prob- f
lems. To ‘learn more about our k
wide range of services, please call
455-8370. Our facilities are
located 1n Plymouth, at 650 South
Mam Street. Early morning and
evening appointments available,  }

be glad to

PS. Ask a physical therapist to prescribe a strength-training program

designed for your ability level.

OEO0B076817},

Donations pouring in for Maybury fund

BY PAULINE LUPERCIO
CORRESPONDENT

Donations continue to come
in for the Northville
Community Foundation's
Maybury Farm Endowment
Fund and Foundation director
Shari Peters said she is keeping
tabs on where the money is
coming from, as well as what
the donations are for.

According to Peters, more
than $7,500 was collected by
press time by the state certified,
501(c)(3) organization. The
group's goal, said Peters, is to
raise $1 million dollars to help
rebuild the barn, replenish the
animals, and fund the basic
upkeep of the farm.

"Were far short of the million
dollars, and that is what we
absolutely need," said Peters.
"Although we have received a
fair amount of donations, we
still need a considerable
amount. Our next step is to
contact our corporate friends."

But for now, Peters said the
envelopes containing five, $10,

&

pancakes you can eat along with sausages, juice and coffee.

we el . and Flowering [
SRR e 5 : . Shrubs
Fun Run Entry Fee...$18 Student Fee...$10 *Irrigation
All runners regjistered on or before March 6th are guaranteed to receive *Boulder Walls
a long-sleeved T-shirt All runners receive BREAKFAST...all the *Brick Pavers
Registration: 7:30-9: ivonia Family YMCA kRoad ~= “Patlos
€gistra .1011. 7:30-9:15 a.m. at Livonia Family , 14255 Stark Roa Excelling in Remodeled
Start Times: All runs start and finish at the Livonia Family YMCA Landscapes!

1 Mile Run...9:30a.m. ¢ 3 Mile Run...8:30a.m. * 5 Mile Run...9:15a.m.

For a registration form or for more info call
(734) 261-2161 x 3314

or email: dthayer@ymcametrodetroit.org Attn: St. Pat's Run
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ST. MARY MERCY
HOSPITAL

and $20 donations - from indi-
viduals from Northville to
Grosse Pointe Woods to Clinton
township - are "touching.”

"There's no rhyme or reason
to where the donations come
from," said Peters. "Everyone
wants to help. The fire sure did
touch the hearts of a lot of peo-
ple."

After thank-you cards are
written to each and every
donor, Peters said the money is
deposited into an account at
Northville's Community
Federal Credit Union before
being placed into the endow-
ment fund by local investors.
Copies of all checks received
and all deposits made are kept
on file.

"Very accurate records are
being kept on every dollar
received," said Peters. "We have
crossed every "T" and dotted
every "I" and kept incredibly
accurate books so as to avoid
any intimation of fund mis-
management."

PAULINE LUPERCIO

A bouquet of roses and a handwritten message conveys the sorrow felt by vis-

plupercio®ht.homecomm.net | (248) 349700 itors of Maybury State Park.

PENNIS o
Crimboli
Landscape
Nursery

Celebrating our 32nd year
working from our 20 acre
nursery in Canton.

Design Service &
Custom Installation:

*Trees, Evergreens

Aivonia Family\vMCA

Present the '

Please call for an
appointment or visit our
20 acre nursery.

1 X% JDENNIS
i — .| |Crimboli
L 7134.495.1700

Fax: 734.495.1131
50145 Ford Road ( South Side) « Canton
. X 2.3 Miles W of Canton Center Road
OE08077620 4 Miles W. of I-275 OE08080820

13-Month Certificate

with rates as high as

A Safe, Secure
Investment.

Available nightly 4pm-close * February 25-March 17 « $§4.95-$15.95

Shepherd’s Pie
Grilled Chicken Boxty When planning the security of your future, a Community
Infused Pork Loin Federal 13-Month Certificate of Deposit can give you peace
Braised Lamb Shank of mind. Simply stop by one of our offices or call
Bailey's Cheesecake (734) 453-1200 or (877) 937-2328 today and find out how — -
%Zﬁﬁ,*? ﬁi?ﬁ?&%eii;g?r{y’ you can take advantage of this great rate. You can also f . ;\5 ’
Neﬂi\;{izlieig; 2487354570 D LS \oe? i open an account on the web at www.cfcu.org. ﬂ (e% Lo Lol
x | SN Mg 0“%\. QO o ¥ R /
! U3 Rt Y0 e If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, . ST

! Northville or Novi you can belong.

Hawaii Month!

7-Nt. Honolulu,
Outrigger Reef

fr. $970"

Includes Airfare!

Community

=% Federal

CREDIT UNION

RS R B SN )

N g LA

AT YOUR SERVICE.
IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

(734) 453-1200 or (877) 937-2328

March is Hawaii Month at AAA Travel!
Members can take advantage of addi-
tional benefits and savings all month
| long from Northwest WorldVacations

and Worry-Free Vacations! Win FREE airline tickets!

! . Ask how you can win a :
! Let your experienced AAA Tr'fxvel pair of airline tickets to WWW.CfGU.OI'g
| Agent help you choose the ultimate Hawaii courtesy of .

el

Worry-Free Vacations!

Hawaiian getaway! Contact your AAA R
Travel Agent today! . *Minimum deposit of $10,000 required. Rates as of 3/12/03, subject to change. 2.40% APYQ@%%‘
; avatlable for members of our President’s Club Additional rates available depending on Mesmbgs

Reward Club membership Member Reward Club status 1s determined by the total degosit ang *
AAA Travel/Canton loan balance, excluding 1% mortgage balance, held at Community Federal. A $10,000 depestt -
2017 N. Canton Center Rd.

automatically qualifies you for our Advantage Club and an APY of 2.30%. APY for Sterling $iufs -

| AAA Travel World Card members,
book a Northwest WorldVacations or

T - N . . © 734-844-0146 _ members 1s 2.35%. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal, fee may reduce the amount of
’ W::g :::i\)g ;a:jt(;ogfsf :aeia;:;):k?nagc I:;'«xng ¢ 3 earnings. NCUA - Your savings federally insured to $100,000 by the National Credit Union ¢
select 2003 domestic air/hotel Weekdays Administration, a U.S Government Agency. ©2003 Communtty Federal Credt Union
packages, including Hawaii. 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
5 ML Thursdays until 7:00 pm Plymouth ° Cantﬂn
‘ R

* Certain restrictions apply Prices are per person, based on
double occupancy, subject to change and availability Travel
dates 4/6 - 5/18 Additional fees/taxes apply Package
inclusions Airfare from Detrott, hotel, accommodations and
, taxes, assistance of local host

Follow your favorite
high school sports team
each week
in the Observer

Plan your weekend
activities each Thursday
with Arts & Entertainment

Travel
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www.aaa.com

Travel With Someone You Trust.®
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FROM PAGE A1

Hernandez also faces a possi-
ble seven years in prison on
one charge involving keta-
mine, and four years in prison
on each of three marijuana
charges.

Hernandez is being held in
the Wayne County Jailon a
$50,000 cash bond. He's
scheduled for a pre-trial hear-
ing March 21 at 35th District
Court in Plymouth.

“It was a combined effort
from our patrol officers, our
NET, our CRT and the
Western Wayne narcotics

SEVERANCE

FROM PAGE A1

Cost savings and revenue
generating recommendations,
designed to add money to the
general fund, include eliminat-
ing Sunday activities at The
Park, $22,000; increasing
breakfast and lunch prices,
$100,000; preschool and
extended day fee increases,
$85,000.

“For the most part, what
we've tried to do is to have as
little impact on students in the
classroom, and look into

In planning the $5.6 million
in cuts, the district increased
its prediction of the number
of students that will attend
Plymouth-Canton Schools
next year.

administrative and noninstruc-
tional areas,” said board mem-
ber Judy Mardigian. “You can’t
make cuts of this magnitude
and not touch students, but I
think to the greatest extent pos-
sible that has been the goal”

Trustee Tom Wysocki agreed.
“We've done a lot of talking in
workshops and study sessions,
so we're prepared on what
needs to be done,” he said.
“There’s been a lot of work and
thought to not affect kids and
their education, and the things
we're cutting are not things that
tug at parent heart strings.”

There were areas the board
listed as “untouchable” while
arriving at places to cut the
budget. They included class
size in kindergarten through
second grade, the elementary
Talented and Gifted program,
no double sessions or four-day
school weeks, keeping bus
transportation and middle
school athletic programs.

In planning the $5.6 million
in cuts, the district increased its
prediction of the number of
students that will attend
Plymouth-Canton Schools next
year, thereby increasing the
expected amount of foundation
money from the state. The plan
also calls for approval from the
Board of Education to use $2
million of the projected June
30, 2003, fund balance of $11.1
million.

“While we look at the painful
future, we've done the best we
can with the scenario we can
control,” said Patricia Brand,
executive director of business
services, “Were now walking
into a time where our future is
being determined by the state,
with level revenue and expendi-
tures that are sometimes
beyond our ability to control”

With last week’s announce-
ment by the governor that the
foundation grant will remain
stable, the district’s refigured
budget deficit dropped from an
expected $9 million to $5.6
million,

“It’s not as unpleasant as we
thought, but it’s still painfully
unpleasant,” added Brand.

Board President Elizabeth
Givens said the district will
eventually need to change the
way it thinks to avoid more
drastic cuts in the future.

“We still need to look long-
term at some new ways of
thinking in public education
because the issues aren’t going
to go away,” she said. “We're
going to have to behave more
like private education in think-
ing about how to pay for every-
thing. I don’t think miracles ~
happen in Lansing.”

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700

team,” Plymouth Township
Police Chief Tom Tiderington
said, “We received information
that Hernandez was selling
various drugs from his moth-
er’s residence and ... he was
selling to kids as young as 15
and 16 years old. With that
information, we initiated a
concerted effort to investigate
him, arrest him and put him
out of business.”

Police say Hernandez was
supplying, among other
things, ketamine to teenagers.
According to Tiderington, ket-
amine is an animal tranquiliz-
er that is becoming a very pop-
ular drug among teenagers
and young adults. “He wasn’t

just selling a little marijuana,”
Tiderington said. “Ketamine is
cheap, and it’s viewed at least
by the kids as a somewhat
non-risky type of drug. But
there have been deaths associ-
ated with it

This is the third drug arrest
in Plymouth Township in the
last month.

In late February, police
raided a township apartment
complex and arrested two peo-
ple, one for possession of mar-
ijjuana with intent to deliver,
the other for possession and
loitering in a place where
drugs are sold. In mid-
February, township police
arrested a Plymouth Township

man, Joe Young, after a search
warrant turned up about 1.6
pounds of marijuana in his
Parkhurst home.

Tiderington credits teams
like the CRT for the successful
arrests of late.

“With the cooperative effort
we've created the last six or
seven months, it’s given us the
opportunity to follow up on
leads that might not have -
developed in the past,” the
chief said. “It gives us a much
more comprehensive ability to
address what’s going on in the
community.”

bkadrich@oe,homecomm.net |
(734) 459-2700

GRAFFITI

FROM PAGE Al

Township, stopped in to thank
Densmore for his support of
veterans.

“I just came over to thank
you for respecting our veter-
ans and not promoting a war,
for remembering what we
did,” Phillips told Densmore.

" “I was a Vietnam War-era vet-

eran, and we weren’t treated
all that well when we came
home. In fact, we were told
not to go home in our uni-
forms.”

As for a possible war with
Iraq, Phillips supports the

U.S. military, saying President
Bush should complete the job
that wasn’t concluded in 1991.

“I think we should go back
and finish it,” he said. “We
can’t wait for this guy
(Saddam Hussein) to pull the
trigger.”

Meanwhile, Densmore said
he’ll paint over the graffiti
when the weather gets
warmer, and hopes word of
his support for veterans will
keep other pranksters from
doing the same thing.

“I hope whoever did it will
stop and think it wasn’t right,”
he said. :
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 459-2700
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30% OFF Carters, Carter's Eric Carle Collection, Garfage
Boutigue and more. Reg. 9.00-46.00, sale 6.30:32.20. -

0% OFF Goodiag, Baby Togs; Buster Brown and mare.

Rep. 18.00-37 50, sale 8.98-18.75,
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the ticketed price of
already-reduced merchandise.

Look for the Red Balloon signs
in Ladies” and Juniors” Apparel.

FOR PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED MERCHANDISE.

* NO PRICE ADJUSTMEP%S

WHE§ YOU TAKE AN

EXTRA 70% OFF

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

PARTYIAN

_ FIVE GREAT WAYS TO SAVE

PARIS'AN PRlCE ASSU RAN CE guarantees that you'll never pay more at Parisian — we will match a competitor’s advertised price on any identical merchandise.

CALL 1-800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills and Laurel Park Place open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION call
The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 or Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF
ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD.

PDFOE08080917


mailto:bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

e

R6 (P) Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, March 13, 2003 E OBlTUARIES % www.hometownlife.com

Jane Johnson Neal (Michelle) Johnson of Memorial contributions may  Mildred W. Allen Baptist Church of Westland. Taylor. Survivors include
Services for Jane Johnson, Westland, and Julie (Cameron) be made to Hospice or the Services for Mildred Allen, Survivors include wife, daughters, Bethany (John)

69, of Plymouth were held Schultz of Livonia; mother, Catholic Charity Organization. 75, of Westland were held Jacqueline Ann Robertson of ~ Whitley of Plymouth and

March 8 at the First Baptist Fannie Judd of Livonia; 11 Arrangements made by L.J.  March 10 at the Vermeulen Plymouth and son, Mike Lynda (Donald) Sell of

Church of Plymouth with Rev.  grandchildren; and brother, Griffin Funeral Home. Funeral Home with the Rev. Robertson of Plymouth. Plymouth; sons Douglas Taylor

Michael Bryan officiating, Lawrence (Barbara) Johnson of John Paton officiating. Burial Memorial contributions may  of Plymouth and Lewis Taylor

Burial was at Riverside Freeland. Memorial contribu-  Lewis R. Beeton o was at Knollwood Memorial be made to the First Baptist of Westland; brother Bill Taylor

Cemetery in Plymouth. tions may be given to the First Services for Lewis Beeton, Park in Canton. Church of Westland, 1033 S. of Bancroft, Mich.; sister

Mrs. Johnson was born July
29, 1933, in Clarksville, Tenn.,
and died March 7 in Livonia.

She was a homemaker and
also worked for AT&T for 12
years.

She and Robert had been
married for 50 years. She came
to the Plymouth community in
1937 from Tennessee.

She was a member of the
First Baptist Church of
Plymouth for 30 years. She
loved visiting their cottage on
Platte Lake in Honor, Mich.
She was a loving wife, mother,
grandmother, daughter and sis-
ter.

Survivors include husband,
Robert Johnson of Plymouth;
children, Craig (Mary) Johnson
of Denver, Paul (Diane)
Johnson of Anaheim, Calif,,

CANTON 6

Ford Rd 1Mite W of I-275

$6.25 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat

187.75 Evenings Mon - Thurs B 1R YR 133 1Y
¢ No Passes DIGITAL STERED

Unlimited Free Drink & .25¢ Corn Refiils
MOVIE GUIDE

F R E E
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r=3 HOW TO LOSE A GUY IN 10 DAYS (PG-13)
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| "2002zDRINK
with $1 50 purchase
of 460z bag of buttery popcor
m]] _10C" ons por ad @ Canton§ _ Exp. Oct.

Baptist Church of Plymouth.

Arrangements made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home.

Margaret Mary Cromp

Services for Margaret Cromp,
72, of Plymouth were held
March 11 at St. John Neumann
Catholic Church with burial at
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

Mrs. Cromp was born May
23, 1930, in Buffalo, N.Y., and
died March 8. She was a home-
maker.

Survivors include children,
Kathleen Cromp, Edward
(Pamela), Mary (Richard)
Borodzik, Elizabeth (Peter)
Fotieo, Michael (Kimberly),
and Jeanne Cromp; two broth-
ers; one sister; and seven
grandchildren.

” Make a DEAL |
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78, of Plymouth were held
March 10 at Our Lady of Good
Counsel Catholic Church with
the Rev. Doc Ortman officiat-
ing.

Mr. Beeton was born March
10, 1924, in Detroit and died
March 6 in Westland. He was a
supervisor in sheet metal work
for Crown Heating Company
for 39 years. He came to the
Plymouth community in 1977
from Detroit. He was a mem-
ber of Our Lady of Good
Counsel Catholic Church in
Plymouth, the Local 80 Sheet
Metal Workers Union and the
Plymouth Elks. He and Thresia
had been married for 54 years.
He liked Tai Chi and traveling.
His hobby was clock repairing.
He was a veteran of World War
II as well as the Korean
Conflict.

Survivors include wife,
Thresia Beeton of Plymouth;
daughters, Nancy Flummerfelt
of Wolverine Lake, Joan
(Dennis) Menzo of Shelby
Township and Pamela
(Richard) Whiddon of Saline;
grandchildren Adam and
Andrea Menzo; and Zachary,
Nicole and Elizabeth Whiddon;
sisters, Gloria Silver of
Plymouth, Beverly Reining of
Ontario and Donna Masters of
Ontario.

Memorial contributions may
be given to Angela Hospice.

Arrangements made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home.
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Mrs. Allen was born March
27,1927, in Geneva, Ala., and
died March 6 in Ann Arbor.
She has resided in Westland for
50 years, previously from
Knoxville, Tenn. She worked as
a nurses aid at Annapolis
Hospital in Wayne. She was a
member of Community Free
Will Baptist Church and the
Senior Center of Westland. She
loved her grandchildren and
playing the lottery. She had
been a cancer survivor since
age 50.

Mrs. Allen was preceded in
death by her husband, William
R. Allen, Sr.

Survivors include sons,
William Riley (Carol Tane)
Allen of Virginia Beach, Va.,
Larry D. (Karen) Allen of
Plymouth, and Michael R.
(Mary) Allen of Canton
Township; daughter, Barbara
A. (Robert) Flanagan of South
Lyon; and grandchildren, Billy
Jo, Sheila, Christopher
Nicholas, Michelle, Robert,
Dawn, Dayna, Derek, Kyle and
Zachary.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Juvenile
Diabetes Foundation, 29350
Southfield Rd., Ste. 42,
Southfield, M1 48076.

Arrangements made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home.

James Robertson

Services for James
Robertson, 70, of Plymouth
were held March 1 at the
Vermeulen Funeral Home with
the Rev. Jack Spitza officiating.

Mr. Robertson was born Jan.
8, 1933, in Erin, Tenn., and
died Feb. 26 in Superior
Township. He was a salesman.
He was a member of the First

Wildwood, Westland, M1
48186.

Arrangements made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home.

John B. Lundy

Services for John Lundy, 58,
of Plymouth were held March 8
at the Vermeulen Funeral
Home with the Rev. Robert W.
Mack officiating.

Mr. Lundy was born Feb. 13,
1945, in Detroit and died
March 5 in Superior Township.
He was an electrician.

Survivors include wife,
Denise Lundy of Plymouth;
daughters, Dawn (Todd)
Holappa of Canton and Susan
Lundy of Plymouth; son, John
J. Lundy of Plymouth; sister,
Diane (Stan) Johnson of
Westland; grandchildren
Robert and Amanda; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the John Lundy
Children’s Education Fund,
4797 Napier Road, Plymouth,
MI 48170.

Arrangements made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home.

Glen W. Taylor

Services for Glen Taylor, 83,
of Plymouth were held March
11 at the Vermeulen Funeral
Home with the Rev. Michael
Bryan officiating. Burial was at
Parkview Memorial Cemetery
in Livonia.

Mr. Taylor was born Aug. 17,
1919, in Addington, Mich., and
died March 8 in Westland. He
was a tool maker.

He served in the U.S. Navy
and was a member of the First
Baptist Church of Plymouth.

Mr. Taylor was preceded in
death by his wife, Harriet Zella

Beatrice Perry of Washington;
nine grandchildren; and nine
great-grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Odyssey
Hospice, 26111 Evergreen
Road, Suite 303, Southfield, MI
48076.

Arrangements made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home.

James Murphy Collins

James Murphy Collins, 74,
(formerly of Plymouth) died
March 8 at his home in
Crossville, Tenn. He was a
retired builder and former spe-
cial assistant to the honorable
Carl D. Pursell. Memorial serv-
ices to be held at Tansi
Community Church, Crossville,
Tenn.

Survivors include wife,
Linda; children, Cynthia,
Patricia (James), Jeffrey and
Karen; grandchildren Willard,
Sherri, James, Bryanne,
Amanda and Alexandria; and
great-grandchild, Derrik.

Memorial contributions may
be made to Hospice of
Cumberland County, Crossville,
Tenn.

Arrangements madé¢ by Hood
Funeral Home.

Eunice F. Pontone

Services for Eunice Pontone,
85, will be held at 12:30 p.m.
Friday at McCabe Funeral
Home in Canton.

Survivors include her hus-
band of 53 years, Frank
Pontone; daughter, Nancy
(Michael) Fant; grandchildren,
Dustin, Aaron and Natalie; sis-
ter, Dorothy Bendick.

Arrangements made by
McCabe Funeral Homes.
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archdiocese has no standing in
the decision.

“He may call the
Archdiocese for input,” Laskos
said. “But that decision is the
pastor’s.” ‘

However, Sullivan hasn’t
explained the decision to any-
one in the parish, and parents,
angered by the lack of com-
munication, showed up in
droves Monday for the parish
council meeting.

The majority of parents on
hand thought they were com-
ing to hear Sullivan explain
the decision. However,
Sullivan declined to do so in
anything more than vague
general terms.

“I will not, I cannot divulge
all of those (reasons),” Sullivan
told the gathering. “That’s not
your position to know. If
someone loses a job, he knows
why. If he doesn’t want to tell
you, that’s up to him.

“(Behn) was a good princi-
pal, and he did a lot of good
things over the years,” Sullivan
added. “Now, there’s an
administrative period and
there needs to be a change.”

The lack of explanation fur-
ther fueled some anger among
those in attendance, many of
whom were upset about being
left out of the decision-making
process to begin with.

Maureen Callahan, who has
been a member of the parish
for some three years, was one
of those upset about the lack
of information.

“When we don’t understand
why decisions are being made,
and we feel that we are being
shut out from the decision-
making process, we become
fearful of what these changes
may mean,” Callahan said.
“With no explanation given as
to the reasons for the recent
changes, we are left to specu-
late, which is enormously
unfair to Mr. Behn, to our pas-
tor, and to our school’s fine
reputation.”

SOME SUPPORT

Not everyone at Monday’s
parish council meeting was
angered by the decision to let
Behn go. A few people
expressed willingness to
accept the decision as
Sullivan’s to make, and tried to
move forward in replacing
Behn.

“I don’t know if all of the
anger will be gone (after the
meeting), but it’s a start,” said
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Stan Olszewski, a member of
OLGC since 1977. “People who
are concerned about the
school are concerned about a
portion of their kids’ lives.
Father had to make an admin-
istrative decision to move us
forward.”

Much of the discussion dur-
ing Monday’s meeting cen-
tered around communication,
leading some to believe that
was Behn’s downfall. When
asked why the problems
weren’t addressed in a per-
formance review, Sullivan
responded, “Who says they
weren't?”

But Behn said no such per-
formance review has ever
taken place.

“If he has a review he says
was signed by and discussed
by both of us, I'd like to see it,”
said Behn, who is currently
looking at other employment
opportunities. “He’s never
given me a job review.”

Sullivan said the decision to
let Behn go was not “a whim
of mine,” but rather had been

one three years in the making.
But Behn said Sullivan has
never expressed any dissatis-
faction with his administra-
tion. '

Sullivan, who has been the
pastor for some 10 years,
called teachers at the school
“exceptional” and said he had
no doubt they would stay on.
Also staying, according to
Sullivan, is assistant principal
Jack Curry.

According to Sullivan, a
search committee to find
Behn’s replacement will be
formed at April’s parish coun-
cil meeting. The committee,

he said, would be comprised of

teachers, staff, the parent-
advisory board and the parish
council.

“Hopefully, we’ll be able to
start interviewing in May,”
Sullivan told the assemblage.
“Hopefully, we'll be able to
announce a new principal
before the end of the school
year””
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net |
(734) 459-2700

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Fond farewell

Dozens of people turned out at the Plymouth Community Arts Council last Friday for dual purposes: To get a
sneak preview of what will be available at Friday's annual dinner-dance and auction, and to say farewell to
former executive director Jennifer Tobin, center. Tobin left last month to take the reins of the new Canton
Performing Arts Center. The annual auction is one of the PCAC’s fargest fund-raisers.
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Bond request
should be made
clear to residents

The budget revealed last week by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm took another 3-percent bite out of the state
revenue sharing apple that is a large part of the financial
meal in Plymouth and Plymouth Township.

While a 3-percent cut doesn’t amount to a lot of dollars
for either community ($73,000 in the township, $30,000
in the city), the fact that revenue sharing has been cut
several times in the last couple of years ought to be a red
flag big enough to make officials in both governments
leery about spending a lot of money until the budget ship
rights itself.

In Plymouth Township, Supervisor Steve Mann is push-
ing ahead with plans to build a $10 million township hall
complex at the corner of Haggerty and Ann Arbor Road,
on land the township will purchase from Don Massey.

We don’t dispute the need for a new complex, what
with the township offices now lodged in five cramped
buildings at Ann Arbor Road and Lilley. With mainte-
nance costs and safety issues abounding, a new complex
should definitely be a top priority.

There are a lot of advantages to the plan. The township
is likely to get more than enough in the sale of its current
location to purchase the Massey property. The economy,
in terms of construction costs and interest rates, makes
this a good time to bid such a contract.

For instance, nearly a dozen contractors bid on the
Western Townships Utilities Authority’s expansion proj-
ect at its Ypsilanti plant, nearly double the number of
expected bidders, according to Mann.

But that’s a double-edged sword, because the same lull
in the economy that has interest rates low and a bevy of
construction firms underbidding each other makes it
tougher on the taxpayers who will have to bear the
expense.

Township residents will have to approve the millage for
the bonds, and it’s a request they can expect to see from
their government before the year is out. As Mann correct-
ly points out, board members aren’t likely to be daring
enough to ask for a tax increase in an election year.

With another $73,000 disappearing from the general
fund, and more cuts likely if the governor can’t find rev-
enue elsewhere, we believe the township board should be
focusing hard on maintaining its general fund budget.

While we reserve judgment on the township hall bond
issue until such time as the request actually comes, we
have this piece of advice for board members: Remember
the failed millage request of the late 1990s, and make
things clear to residents before you go to them hat in
hand.

Legislature must act
on budget challenge

As Jennifer Granholm traveled the campaign trail, and
then again as she toured various town meetings at which
she sold her budget message, the state’s first woman gov-
ernor promised to make K-12 education a top priority.

At the same time, legislators on both sides of the aisle
agreed the state’s budget was in such bad shape that
nothing but a bipartisan effort would solve it, and they
promised to deliver just such an effort.

In unveiling her budget in an unusual personal appear-
ance before the House and Senate appropriations com-
mittees, Granholm kept her promise.

Now it’s time for legislators to do the same.

Granholm’s budget pretty much preserved K-12 fund-
ing, if you don’t count a 25-percent reduction for items
such as adult education and talented-and-gifted pro-
grams and an 80-percent slash to MEAP scholarships.

Her solution for the rest of the $1.9 billion budget mess
is about equal parts aggressive slashing of what she
thinks is government waste and ambitious optimism
about what she thinks the state can generate in revenue.

The biggest losers in her budget are the state-funded
universities and the students who wish to attend them,
who will likely be hit with double-digit tuition increases;
and patrons of the arts, who saw their favorite destination
for state money cut by 50 percent.

Granholm campaigned on the idea of a “lean, not mean”
government that reduces waste and lives within its means.
She believes the budget she delivered does exactly that.
And, unless they have a better plan, it’s incumbent upon
legislators to finally mean it when they say they’ll deliver a
bipartisan effort to solve the state’s financial problems.
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Third-graders were treated to special readings from books by Dr. Seuss during a guest reading by Annette and Kyle Frederick and Michele Mitchell
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LaMothe, who helped the school celebrate Dr. Seuss' birthday and the National Education Association's “Read Across America” program. The readers read
in honor of Phyllis Mitchell, who taught third grade at Fiegel from 1968-88. The family also donated a series of Dr. Seuss books in her honor.

Great women

March is National Women’s History
Month. It was established to recognize
and celebrate women’s accomplishments.
And I would like to tell you about four
great women who live and work here:

Jennifer Tobin shares her energy and
devotion to the arts with all of us, but
especially children. Many, many children
have been a part of the Plymouth
Community Arts Council’s Children’s
Theater over the years. My oldest son,
Andrew, 20, now a college student, was
part of the first group of Whistle Stop
Players. Jennifer shares her love of per-
forming with kids, not so they will
become great actors, but because she
knows the arts are magic. She knows that
when children are involved in the arts, it
helps them become the best children they
can be.

Jennifer’s last official act as director of
the arts council was to write a letter of
recommendation for my middle son,
John.

Christina Deininger is one of the newer
teachers at Central Middle School. She’s
also a new mother. In addition to teach-
ing math and science, she’s taken on extra
duties as a coach for the Math Counts
team, which my youngest son, Mark, is a
part of. She spent the first day of winter
break at a Math Counts Regional
Competition with her students at the
University of Michigan-Dearborn.

Jenny Melkvik is a math teacher and
Math Counts coach at East Middle
School. She also spent the first day of
winter break at the Math Counts
Regional Competition. Jenny proudly sat
in the first row with her students during
the competition. More than 100 students
from a dozen schools participated, and
six of Jenny Melkvik’s students finished
in the top 10.

Cathy Sobie is a parent of two teenage
girl and does day care for Plymouth-
Canton teachers, including Mrs.
Deininger’s little girl - which means that
Mrs. Deininger and other teachers can
spend time helping other people’s kids,
like my son.

These women have many things in
common, but their greatest accomplish-
ment is their dedication and willingness
to share their talents and time with chil-
dren every day. They do so because they
know it’s important.

Debbie Madonna
Plymouth

Welcome new PTO

In response to Tony Bruscato’s article,
“Fiegel PTO resigns in clash with princi-
pal,” the Fiegel staff looks forward to wel-
coming and working with a new PTO
board, that as the bylaws state, “shall
cooperate with the school to support the
improvement of education in ways that
will not interfere with the administration
of the school and shall not seek to control
their policies.”

We are anxious to begin the rebuilding
and healing process supported by our
new PTO board’s child-centered focus."

According to the PTO bylaws, “The
children are the reason this organization
was formed.” This is also the desire of the
Fiegel staff. Our administrator’s focus is
on what is best for children and their
learning. Mr. Johnson has supported the
staff in implementing policies that have

LETTERS

provided positive student learning expe-
riences and their safety.

Our goals cannot be met when a few
vocal individuals attempt to break down
and publicly criticize our school and per-
sonnel rather than working together to
come to a mutual consensus that would
benefit and build our learning communi-

Fiegel is an exciting and enjoyable
place to learn and work, due to the lead-
ership and example set by our adminis-
trator, Mr. James Johnson, and the dedi-
cation of our highly trained staff.

Fiegel teachers and staff members
Plymouth

Obnoxious announcer

On Feb. 20, 2003, L.was a spectator at
the PCS Penguins-University Liggett
girls’ hockey game at Arctic Edge. The
public address announcer introduced the
incorrect team as the opponent. It only
spiraled downward from here.

In the countless youth hockey games I
have attended over the years, I have never
witnessed such a display of unsportsman-
like conduct as exhibited by this
announcer. He stumbled to introduce the
visiting team’s starting line and he then
went into his “obnoxious act” when intro-
ducing the home team. This childish
behavior continued throughout the game,
when announcing the home team’s goals
and when they won the game.

Regardless if this is a paid position or
that of a volunteer, such one-sidedness
is not a good example for any of the stu-
dents and parents in attendance. In
addition, on at least two occasions
music was played while play was in
progress instead of ceasing once the
puck is dropped. OL a positive note, as
an away team spectator I only have to
endure these antics once this season
while the home team fans have 10
games to experience this classless and
unprofessional demeanor.

Deborah Redford

) Plymouth
Important lesson

I read with interest your article on
Miller Elementary School’s talent show. I
have some personal experience with this,
because my son attends Miller and tried
out for the show this year and last. I think
it is unrealistic to expect that the show
can accommodate every act.

My son (who plays piano) did not make
the show last year, but he still enthusias-
tically attended the performance.
Hearing the performances of the kids
who were chosen gave him something to
work toward in the ensuing year.

He practiced extremely hard (dedica-
tion to a task is unusual for him) and was
accepted into the show this year. My
experience has been that Mrs. Zabowski
is very, very fair. The pianists who were
chosen last year were more skilled than
my son, and their performances were
something to emulate. I think that he
learned an important life lesson through
the tryout experience.

Ellen Mozurkewich

Plymouth

Diplomacy first

The League of Women Voters urges
President George W. Bush to continue

working with the United Nations to
resolve the situation with Iraq.
International cooperation is essential in
guarding against terrorism and protect-
ing all nations from attack, particularly
those involving nuclear, chemical or bio-
logical weapons.

Working with the United Nations pro-
vides the United States with many for-
eign and domestic policy advantages:

B It ensures a full and exhaustive
debate of a range of alternative policies
and actions

B 1t builds unity of purpose by clearly
defining the objectives to be fulfilled

M It assures the world that the United
States is not acting solely for its own ben-
efit, while reassuring the American peo-
ple that the United States is not acting
alone -

M It provides the legitimacy of interna-
tional law

B It increases the chances of long-term
success through international peacekeep-
ing and nation-building efforts

The United Nations should be an
important component of U.S. foreign pol-
icy. Resolution of past crises has shown
the effectiveness of multilateral action.

Paula E. Bowman
president, League of Women Voters
of Northwest Wayne County

Parental responsibility

My son, a third-grader at Miller, took
the Cognitive Abilities Test in January.
This test is used as an entrance test to the
TAG (talented and gifted) program.

Although he had scored above aver-
age, he was not invited for the phase IT
of testing. He was disappointed. There
are 200 third-graders vying for 26
spots in next year’s fourth-grade class.
These children too must learn to cope
with disappointment if they do not
qualify.

'I am sure that the kids at the variety
show competition were never led to
believe that they “weren’t good enough” if
they didn’t qualify.

However, it seems that children should
do the best they can do and just be happy
giving their best effort. Parents should
recognize, encourage and support their
children in their endeavors and not apply
too much pressure or express disappoint-
ment if their own expectations are not
met.

Tammy Sergeyev
Canton

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and
content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor N
Plymouth Observer

794 S. Main

Plymouth, MI 48170

Fax:
(734) 459-4224

E-mail:
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

QUOTABLE

“We know there are people who for various reasons haven't fearned to read or write. That's why we're here, to provide
one-on-one tutoring to help them become better contributing citizens.”

- Carol Saunders, president, Community Literacy Council
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Granholm carves new

ast week, Gov. Jennifer Granholm delivered
the most painful budget message heard in
Michigan in many, many years.

She proposed balancing the estimated $1.7 bil-
lion budget deficit for the fiscal year that begins
in October by cutting $937 million in state
spending and proposing around $400 million
each in new revenues (increasing the tax on
diesel fuel, for example) and accounting maneu-

vers.

The big winners: Public
schools (the $6,700 per-pupil
foundation grant will be
retained) and early childhood
education. The big losers:
universities and community
colleges (a 6.5-percent cut),
graduating high school sen-
iors ($2,500 college merit
scholarships for those who
did well on the MEAP test
will be cut to $500) and state

-employees ($250 million in
negotiated wage and benefit
increases were zeroed out of

the budget).

Legislative and media reaction was generally
admiring, Granholm did the run-up to her budg-
et message in a spectacularly effective series of
show-and-tell performances around the state.
And her overall tough approach — “The days of
spending beyond our means are over,” she said in
an unusual personal appearance before the
House and Senate appropriations committees —
won praise from Democrats and Republicans
alike.

Upon reflection, three things stand out.

First, Granholm may wind up carving entirely
new ground for a Democratic politician.

Her predecessor, Republican John Engler,
had an entirely different style — aggtessively
blunt and determinedly non-inclusive. And
during the last years in office, Engler tried to-
do an impossible balancing act, simultaneously
cutting taxes, increasing spending and finding
all kinds of accounting gimmicks to balance
the budget.

Granholm wants to “build a government that is
lean, not mean.” She says that at times of budget
crisis a government cannot be or do everything
for everybody and that tough-minded decisions
must be made about spending priorities. For a
Democrat to be a budget hawk is a new
approach. Perhaps Granholm’s is dictated by the
stringency of the times, but I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if it really works.

Second, nobody should assume this budget is
going to solve all our problems. It’s based on lots

ground for Democrat

of assumptions — attitudes of state employee
unions, saving money by diverting some prison-
ers to less expensive drug treatment plans, clos-
ing loopholes like transfer taxes on property sales
— that may not pan out. The economy could fall
into full-blown recession. The inevitable legisla-
tive and lobbying arm-twisting has yet to take
place.

Moreover, the fact is that the state faces some-
thing like a $1 billion “structural budget deficit”
that will dominate budget discussions for years to
come. As the widely respected Citizen’s Research
Council pointed out in a report issued last year,
the combination of tax cuts over the past decade
and relatively high expectations for state services
have resulted in budgets that are intrinsically
unbalanced unless something fundamental is
done. This debate has yet to take place, but it
surely will.

Third, Granholm is coming awfully close to
inflicting real, long-term damage to one of
Michigan’s greatest long-term competitive
advantages — our high-quality state universi-
ties and the research and development efforts
they support. Support for higher education
has now been cut by something like 10 per-
cent over the past two budget years. This is
the biggest cut since the recession in the early
1980s.

To her credit, Granholm said the higher edu-
cation cuts were the most painful part of her
budget. But she also said quite clearly that,
“Higher education is not as critical as making
sure a child is ready to go to college in the first
place.”

The fact remains that massive budget cuts
for universities can do an awful lot of damage
in a very short time, damage that takes many
years to repair. Students and families will
inevitably get hit with big tuition increases,
not to mention the loss of $2,500 college
scholarships. Universities will have to cut
courses, increase class sizes, reduce library and
computer facilities and do all the things that
save money but likely cut quality.

What keeps Michigan distinctive and fuels our
economy and the prosperity of our citizens is the
aggregate excellence of our investments in
human and intellectual capital.

Gov. Granholm and the Legislature need to be
especially thoughtful about the long-term conse-
quences as they come to closure on this part of
the budget.

Phil Power is chairman of the board of the company that
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at
ppower@homecomm.net.

‘here have been basically two descriptions
of 18-year-old Charles Savino going
around since the Stolen Pen Caper came
to light last week.

One comes from those who believe things
went too far, that Savino and his friends were
teenagers playing a harmless prank. The other
comes from Plymouth police, who portray
Savino as a braggadocious, smart-aleck kid
who was disrespectful of the local constabulary.

No matter which is true, one thing is clear, at
least from reaction to the story that appeared
in the March 9 Observer: In the court of public
opinion, at least, the cops lost this one.

The incident happened in
August, when Savino, a
Canton Township resident,
borrowed a pen from
Plymouth police Officer Sam
Poules. When Poules went to
use it later that shift, he
found the pen’s innards miss-
ing, Savino swears one of the
other kids took the ink car-
tridge out; the cops insist
Savino is responsible because
he borrowed the pen.

Savino said he went looking
for the cop to apologize and
arrange to get him a new pen, but instead they
arrested him. The police say Savino was “brag-
ging” about the incident on the street, a show of
disrespect that led to charges being brought.

A report was written, and Savino pleaded guilty
two weeks ago to a charge of disorderly conduct.

Last year was a tough one for Savino. On
New Year’s Day, he was the passenger in a car
driven by best friend Eric Dodsworth that was
hit by an off-duty Wayne County Sheriff’s
employee. The off-duty employee was later con-
victed of drunken driving. Dodsworth died in
the crash, and Savino was badly hurt. He spent
time alternating between the hospital and doc-
tor visits and testifying against the driver.

It was May before Savino, the eldest of four
sons, was cleared by doctors to resume normal
activity. Three months later, he was on the other
side, finding himself in trouble with the police.

The penalty for pilfering a cop’s pen? A $300
fine (which includes court costs) and a year’s
probation, If Savino stays out of trouble for the
year, it'll be like nothing ever happened.

Except it did happen, and the reputation
police have with the youth in town took another
hit, whether they want to admit it or not. This is
a town that isn’t always perceived as kid-friend-
ly, and that reputation was enhanced.

“I look at the (police) report and I see a kid
trying to say T'm sorry’ and make amends,”
said Kathleen Savino, Charles’ mom. “To me,
this was a cop with a bruised ego trying to
make an example of someone.”

Brad
.

Stolen Pen Caper never should
have gotten as far as it went

That’s from Savino’s side. From the police
perspective, it’s a matter of getting respect on
the street. If the theft of a pen valued, by the
officer’s own admission, at $1 seems trivial,
Police Chief Wayne Carroll begs to differ.

“It’s not the amount of what he took; it’s his
actions that are brought before the court,” Carroll
said. “He took his chance and laughed about it -
up and down Main Street. I think we would have
lost respect if we had taken any other action”

I have a lot of respect for Wayne Carroll and
his department. But I think he’s got it backward.
Here’s a kid who spoke glowingly of Poules and
the other young officers in Plymouth, who now
vows never to set foot downtown again.

The Stolen Pen Caper is exactly the kind of
incident that makes people, particularly
youngsters, distrustful of cops. One local law
enforcement official told us he would have
handled the situation much more differently.

“I would have chased him down and
chewed his a-- out,” the cop said.

But that’s not what happened here, and Carroll
said once the report was filled out, everything
else simply followed the normal judicial course.
The complaint was written, the prosecutor decid-
ed to proceed and the probation department
made its recommendation. Judge Mike Gerou,
whose job was created because the court docket
at the 35th District Court had swollen so badly,
sentenced Savino after he entered his plea.

“You might think it was ajoke, but it wasn’t a
joke,” Carroll said. “The man had his day in court”

All true enough. Savino certainly could have
taken his chances with a trial, but his lawyer
advised him not to. As it ends up, his mom is
out $300 and, in a year, Savino’s record is
cleared of the incident. No harm, no foul, right?

Maybe not. It’s pretty easy to believe Savino
and/or his friends were laughing it up, enjoy-
ing the joke at the expense of a cop, a claim
Savino denies. They certainly wouldn’t be the
first kids to do that, and they won’t be the last.

If the idea was to teach the kids a lesson, to
show them they can’t “dis” a cop, this case cer-
tainly accomplished that. It’s highly unlikely
youngsters hanging out in downtown
Plymouth will feel comfortable enough with
police to interact with them, at least for awhile.

But maybe this should be about more than
that. Maybe it should be about justice, about
the punishment fitting the crime. A lot of
smart people - Poules, Carroll, Gerou, even
the kids - were involved in handling this case.

Surely one of them should have realized
cases like these are why court dockets are so
clogged to begin with.

Brad Kadrich is the community editor of the Plymouth
Observer. He can be reached via e-mail at
bkadrich®oe.homecomm.net or by phone at (734) 459-
2700.
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o are less expensive than traditional remodeling

o will not mold, mildew, stain, peel, chip or crack
and are easy to maintain

#f can be installed in one or two days meaning little
or no down time for your bathroom

| Follow your favoriie high school sports team each week in the Obsewer‘

Advertisement

Third-Annual Kohl’s Kids Who
Care™ Program Recognizes Youth
Who Contribute to Communities

Menomonee Falls, Wis., —
More children would volunteer
if more opportunities were cre-
ated for them and they were
asked, according to a ground-
breaking youth volunteerism
survey that is the first to poll
both volunteering and non-vol-
unteering youth on the subject.

Nearly half of children who
do not currently volunteer
cited the same reason for not
doing so; no one asked.
Almost seven out of 10 youth
who currently do not volunteer
would likely do so if opportu-
nities were created for them by
schools or other organizations,
according to the survey, which
was conducted on behalf of
Kohl’s Department Stores by
Teenage Research Unlimited
(TRU), one of the country’s
leading research firms special-
izing in youth.

“The findings of the study
demonstrate the importance of
creating opportunities and
inviting young people to get
involved,” said Steven A.
Culbertson, president and
CEO of Washington D.C.-
based Youth Service America,
a resource center committed to
making youth service the com-
mon experience for all youth
in America.

“Today’s youth recognize
the benefits of volunteering for
their communities as well as
themselves, and we can help
plant the seeds of lifelong
community service by intro-
ducing them to volunteer
opportunities when they are
young,” said Culbertson.

According to the survey, 70
percent of the youth who vol-
unteered began doing so
before the age of 12, prior to
their schedules filling up with
other activities. Having the
time to volunteer becomes
much more of a factor among
15 to 18 year olds than it is
among 10 to 14 year olds who
do not volunteer.

The survey findings come as
Kohl’s Department Stores
announces its third annual

Kohl’s Kids Who Care™ vol-
unteer recognition program.
The program recognizes youth,

, ages 6-18, for outstanding

service to the community with
national finalists receiving
$5,000 for their post-second-
ary education. This is the first
year that Kids Who Care™
commissioned a survey that
polled young people directly.

“The Kids Who Care™ pro-
gram provides the kind of
recognition that encourages
even more young people to
make a difference in the com-
munity,” Culbertson said.

Julie Gardner, senior vice
president of marketing at
Koh!’s said, “We know that
kids volunteer because they
want to help someone. Kids
Who Care™ is about encour-
aging young people to make a
difference and have doing it.”

The survey also found that
81 percent of young volunteers
started with an activity organ-
ized by their school, a club or
religious organization.
Through their experience,
these young volunteers felt
they really helped someone
else while having fun. They
felt better about themselves
and planned to continue in
volunteer activities. In fact, 85
percent of this year’s young
volunteers plan to volunteer
next year.

“Creating opportunities for
kids to volunteer is key to rais-
ing the levels of youth service
and spreading the benefits of
volunteering,” Culbertson said.
“The Kohl!’s study quantifies
the benefits of creating volun-
teer opportunities, which is
that more kids will volunteer.”

Kids Who Care™ recog-
nizes and rewards kids who
volunteer in their communi-
ties. Nominees must be
between the ages of 6 and 18.
Nominees will be judged in
two age groups: 6-11 and 12-
18. Nominations forms can be
obtained at Kohl’s stores and
at www.kohlscorporation.com.
The deadline for entries is

March 15, 2003. Kohi’s
California stores, which open
in March, will accept nomina-
tions between March 23 and
May 3. National winners will
be announced in August.

Two winners will be select-
ed at each store — one from
each age range — to receive a
$50 gift card. Those winners
will go on to compete for one
of 94 regional scholarships
worth $1,000 each. Regional
winners will compete for one
of the 10 national scholarships
worth $5,000 each. In addi-
tion, Kohl’s will contribute
$1,000 to a non-profit organi-
zation on behalf of each
national winner.

The Kids Who Care™ vol-
unteer recognition program is
part of the Kohl’s Cares for
Kids program, which raises
funds for children’s hospitals,
features fundraising gift cards
for local schools and non-prof-
it youth groups and provides
an employee volunteer pro-
gram to encourage volun-
teerism to benefit local non-
profit organizations.

Kohl’s commissioned
Northbrook, I1l.-based TRU to
conduct the survey. TRU is the
first marketing research firm
to specialize in the teenage
market. TRU boasts the
world’s most widely sub-
scribed-to syndicated teen
study and remains the only
full-service marketing research
firm solely dedicated to under-
standing teens. Kohl’s survey
has an error rate of plus or
minus three percent.

Based in Menomonee Falls,
Wis., Kohl’s is a family-
focused, value oriented spe-
cialty department store offer-
ing moderately priced national
brand apparel, shoes, acces-
sories and home products. The
company operates 457 stores
in 33 states. For a list of store
locations, or for additional
information, visit Kohl’s Web
site at www.kohls.com.
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Sheriff institutes ‘dos
of reality’ teen program

*nv@

* Wayne County Sheriff Warren
Evans today announced the cre-
ation of a new high-powered
program designed to keep at-
tisk youth from getting into
trouble with the drugs, alcohol
and the law.

To help illustrate the conse-
quences of this type of behavior,
Evans has teamed up with sev-
eral prominent local victims
groups, each of which will give
graphic presentations to tour
participants.

“When a juvenile, or even an
adult, is heading down the
wrong path, often the only thing
that will wake them up is a dose
of reality,” Evans said. “That’s
exactly what we're calling this
new program.”

Using experience from his
days turning around the once-
trouble - but now nationally
accredited - Wayne County
Juvenile Detention Facility,
Sheriff Evans has assembled a
‘program that speaks to the
many temptations youth face
today and the potential conse-
quences of their decisions.

The daylong program will
operate every Tuesday-
Thursday and include a full
spectrum of experiences,
including a tour of the County
jail, supervised interaction with
inmates, time spent in criminal
courtrooms and hard-hitting
presentations given by Mothers
Against Drunk Driving
{MADD) and the anti-violence
group, Save Our Sons and
Daughters (SOSAD.)

Evans said that this type of
:early intervention is the key to
keeping kids out of trouble, or
from getting into trouble again.

“By focusing more on effective
guidance and training and less
on punishment, we have dra-
matically reduced juvenile crime
in Wayne County over the past
several years,” Evans said. “The
Dose of Reality Tour should help
us cut those numbers even fur-
ther by getting Kids back on

track before they get too deep
into the criminal justice system.”

A powerful way of waking
people up to the consequences
of their actions is meet face-to-
face the victims of crime, or the
family members left behind,
said SOSAD founder and presi-
dent, Clementine Barfield.

“Children know the cruel real-
ity of violence and death because

they deal with it every day,” said
Barfield, “They often times act
out with anger and our goal is to
guide them safely through their
challenging and traumatic time
to teach them the embrace
peace as their way of life.”

The program also will feature
sessions with members of True
Life Crusaders and Pioneers for
Peace. These individuals suffer
from physical and mental
impairment as a result of their
own criminal behavior or the
criminal activity of others.

Participants also will have the
opportunity to witness sen-
tences being handed down in a
courtroom to people who have
been convicted of a crime.
Thirty-sixth District Court
Judge Leona Lloyd said thisisa
critical - and effective - part of
the tour.

“For years I have included
reality tours as part of my sen-
tencing regiment. In doing so I
feel we have saved hundreds of
live,” Judge Lloyd said. “It has
brought parents closer to their
children and helped them to
make life-altering decisions.”

The Dose of Reality program
accepts individuals from ages 13
through adult. Each class can
accommodate up to 30 partici-
pants and varies slightly from
day to day. The tour accepts
class tours orindividual refer-
rals from parents or interested
teenagers.

For scheduling information,
please call 313-224-0667 or
visit the Sheriff Department’s
Web site at
waynecounty.com/sheriff

248-543-3115
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As gas prices rise in

Southeast Michigan, SEMCOG,

the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments, sug-
gests sharing a ride to work as
one way for consumers to keep
their commuting costs low.

Can consumers save money
by sharing a ride? Absolutely,
says SEMCOG. To find out how
much, visit SEMCOG’s Web
site - www.semcog.org — where
a RideShare Cost Savings
Calculator is available to calcu-
late savings. Locate the calcula-
tor under the RideShare logo
on the home page.

The calculator asks five sim-
ple questions:

1. What is your daily round
trip commute distance?

2. How many days per month
do you normally work?

3. How many miles per gal-
lon does your vehicle average?

4. How much per gallon do
you normally pay for gasoline?

5. How much do you pay for
monthly parking?

Once these questions are
answered, the calculator calcu-
lates the savings. And savings
are significant. Sharing a ride
with one person (assuming a
commute of just 20 miles and
gas at $1.75 per gallon), annual
savings amount to nearly
$1,500 per year. Sharing a ride

with three people increases the
savings to nearly $2,200 per
year. Commuting with a nine-
passenger vanpool further
increase savings to $2,600 per
year.

SEMCOG'’s RideShare pro-
gram is free, computerized
service that matches car and
vanpool partners for the daily
work commute. Users will be
matched with others who share
common neighborhoods, work
locations and hours. Those who
register as carpool or vanpool
participants are also eligible for
RideShare’s Guaranteed Ride
Home Program, which offers
taxi fare reimbursement should

e SEMCOG suggests RideShare to save on gas

an emergency arise during the
workday and there is a need to
get home in a hurry.

Other benefits of RideShare
include reducing congestion,
air pollution and energy con-
sumption. To find out if the
RideShare program will work
for you, call (866)510-POOL or
complete an application online
at www.semcog.org.

The 2000 Census revealed
that 84 percent (or 1.9 million)
of Southeast Michigan workers
age 16 or older drive to work
alone.

Nine percent (or 20,000)
commute to work via carpool or
vanpool.

Red Cross launches ‘Together We Prepare’

The Southeastern Michigan Chapter of
the American Red Cross is celebrating Red
Cross Month this March by launching a new
campaign called “Together We Prepare

Michigan”

The Southeastern Michigan Chapter joins
more than 1,000 American Red Cross chap-
ters, Blood Services regions and Armed
Forces Emergency Services stations nation-
wide in working to make the United States

safer from disaster.

The Southeastern Michigan Chapter is
encouraging local residents to join a grass-

TOYS, DOLLS, GAMES
PAINT, DRAPES, CURTAINS,
WINDOW TREATMENTS, |
FRAMED ART & CRAFTS, |
LAMPS & SHADES ano MORE!

Michigan Chapter.

roots effort to make sure southeast Michigan
is better prepared should disaster strike by
doing five simple things: make a plan, build
a kit, get trained, volunteer and give blood.
“With the possibility of war, terrorist

attacks, natural disasters and everyday emer-
gencies, being prepared can help save lives,”
says Jim Laverty, CEO of the Southeastern

“The Red Cross is in nearly every commu-
nity across the country, so we are well-posi-
tioned to organize preparedness activities,’
says Laverty.

“Every individual has the opportunity to
play an important role. When we come
together we become something bigger than
us all” For more information on “Together

We Prepare,” including how to make a plan,

“These five actions of “Together We
Prepare’ will help metro Detroit residents
make their homes, schools, workplaces and
communities safer””

build a kit, get trained, volunteer and give
blood, visit www.semredcross.org.

For information of the Red Cross, visit the
Web site or call (313) 833-2664.
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STERLING HEIGHTS « 33201 VAN DYKE
UTICA « 45460 UTICA PARK BLVD.

OUR ALREADY LOW :
MARKED DOWN PRICES!

7 SPRING FASHION CLOTHING,
'FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY,
RTA FURNITURE, BIKES,
EXERCISE EQUIPMENT,
CLOCKS, MIRRORS &
FRAMES, WATCHES,
COSTUME JEWELRY
AND MUCH MORE! .

| DVD PLAYERS & VCRs,
| CAMCORDERS, SEGA &
| NINTENDO VIDEO GAMES,
KODAK, POLAROID &
' DIGITAL CAMERAS, FILM,
SOCKS & HOSIERY,
UNDERGARMENTS,
. FISHING & CAMPING
' AND MUCH MORE!

ALL SAI.ES FINAL - NO REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES

OPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD), DISCOVER, AMERICAN EXPRESS AND K-MART CARD. SORRY NO CHECKS. WE ACCEPT GIFT CERTIFICATES, STORE CREDITS, RAINCHECKS, CREDIT REBATE CERTIFICATES AND MERCHANDISE CERTIFICATES
DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO PHARMACY, RESTAURANT, AUTO SERVICE, TOBACCO, ALCOHOL, FIREARMS AND LEASE DEPARTMENTS. SOME FOOD ITEMS ARE EXCLUDED AS REQUIRED BY LAW. INVENTORY IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. U.S.B.C.#SA02-B02474

The savings are here to stay at one of the many Kimart locations that remain open near you!

We're making changes to ensure that Kmart offers uncompromising quality, selection and value each and every time ‘yo'u"shopf
our stores. If you're not sure of the location nearest you, call us toll-free at 1-800-866-0086 or visit us online at Kmart.com.
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Keely Kaleski, editor

(248) 901-2587 -
Fax: (248) 644-1314
kkaleski@oe.nomecomm.net
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Parade

The United Irish Societies
of Detroit’s 45th annual Saint
Patrick's Parade begins 2
p.m. Sunday, March 16, on the
corner of Michigan Avenue
and Third in Detroit. The

' parade will continue down

| Michigan Avenue to 14th

Street. This year's theme is
“All Ireland Free in 2003." To
find out more about St.
Patrick’s Day happenings in
metro Detroit, go to
www.detroitirish.org. See pub
story on dining page.

St. Paddy Day

Celebrate St. Paddy's Day
with Irish poetry, dance and
music 4 p.m. Sunday, March
16, at St. Regis Catholic
Church on the corner of
Lahser and Lincoln, between
14 Mile and 15 Mile in
Bloomfield Township. Irish
American author Thomas
Lynch will read from his
award-winning books. Mary
Callaghan Lynch, soprano
and artistic director of the
Motor City Lyric Opera, will
sing classic Irish songs with
her husband, tenor Patrick
Lynch. Callaghan Lynch's
father, John, a musician, will
accompany them. Dancers
from The 0'Hare School of
Dance will also be perform-

ing in Irish costume. Free-will -
offering benefits The Christ
Child Society. For more infor-
mation, call (248) 647-4619.

o
Dog show

Learn about your favorite
dog breeds, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, March 15-
16, during the Detroit Kennel
Dog Shows at Cobo Center in
Detroit. More than 2,000
dogs from representing 150
different breeds are expect-
ed to compete for honors at

GALLERIES # THEATER = DANCE = DINING

R

Agnolo Bronzino painted this portrait of poet Laura Battiferra. Her ‘iron and ice’ exterior can not be softened even

by the delicate transparent veil and ruffted collar.

Italian art tells story of
late-Renaissance Florence

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN @ STAFF WRITER

a black cloth unveil-
ing a recently discovered

Michelangelo drawing.
It’s a rare opportunity for the
Detroit Institute of Arts to display

acd
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Giambologna bronze sculpture of Venus
originally topped Tribolo's fountain of The
Labyrinth at the Medici Villa. It can be
found in the Garden Gallery along with a
farger-than-life sculpture of Hercules.

this work by the Italian master. But-

" then many of the paintings, sculpture,

tapestries, decorative arts and draw-
ings in the Magnificenza! exhibition
have never been seen in America.
Magnificenza! The Medici,
Michelangelo and The Art of Late
Renaissance Florence gathers work
from 77 lenders, including the Uffizi
Galleries, Bargello Museum, Pitti
Palace, Musee du Louvre, the
Collections of Her Majesty Queen

Elizabeth II, Metropolitan Museum of

Art, Art Institute of Chicago and
Detroit Institute of Arts.

The unprecedented exhibit was
organized by Darr to show the influ-
ence of the dynasty and the artist
referred to by his contemporaries as
“divine.”

“We feel fortunate to bring this exhib-

it to Detroit,” said Darr, exhibit project
director and curator of European
Sculpture and Decorative Arts at the
DIA. “It’s the first time many have left

their museums in Europe. This the first

time for the Michelangelo sculpture
Apollo/David in America. It was the
first twisting turning serpentine figure
created in the style that was to become

. 833-1900

£3

MAGNIFICENZA! THE MEDICI,
MICHELANGELO AND THE ART

OF LATE RENAISSANCE FLORENCE

What: 180 paintings, sculpture, drawings
and decorative arts focusing on the
influence of the Medici and Michelangelo
When: Opens Sunday, March 16, continues
to Sunday, June 8;10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wednesday-Thursday; until 9 p.m. Friday;
and 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday
Where: Detroit
Institute of Arts, 5200
Woodward Ave,, (313)

Tickets: $12, $6 ages
6-17. Timed tickets ¢
required. Call
(866) 334-2784.
Wednesday
free with paid
admission on
a first-come,
first-served
basis

e
g
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ALVIN AILEY TROUPE

What: Alvin Ailey i
American Dance Theater.
When: 8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, March 13-15;
and 2 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, March 15-16.
Where:

Detroit Opera House,
1526 Broadway, Detroit.
Tickets: $18-$86, call (313)
237-SING or (248) 645-
6666. Tickets can be pur-
chased on the Internet at
www.MichiganOpera.org.
Family performance:

Buy up to four child
tickets at half price

with the purchase of one
adult admission, 2 p.m.
Saturday, March 15.

ANDREW ECCLES

Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater performs through Sunday,
March 16 at the Detroit Opera House,

Alvin Ailey
presents
‘Revelations’

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
STAFF WRITER /

Unparalleled athleticism

. .and a particularly famous

piece of choreography are
headed to town.

Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater, known for its
unsurpassed physical verve,
is set to perform its epony-
mous founder’s signature
work Revelations, as well as
other pieces, March 13-16 at
the Detroit Opera House.

Revelations, which now-
deceased Alvin Ailey choreo-
graphed in 1960, is an
American classic, the Swan
Lake of modern dance, if you
will.

“Revelations is one of my
all-time favorites,” said Ann
Bak, company manager of
Eisenhower Dance Ensemble
in Rochester and a former
member of the troupe. “It is
just a wonderful historic
work, and I am so glad they
still perform it

Set to traditional black
spirituals, Revelations
explores themes of religion
and spirituality, translating

e 3 e o e e

This suit of half
armor was worn by
Cosimo Il as a boy.

known as mannerism. Michelangelo transcendence into move-

PLEASE SEE MAGNEFICENZA, B2 PLEASE SEE REVELATIONS, B3

each show. Tickets are $10
for adults, $8 for children
under 12 and senior citizens
65 and older. Family packs
(two adults, three children)
are $30. Call (248) 352-7469
for details, or visit
www.detroitkennelclub.com.

Fan club

The Sons of the Desert, a
metro Detroit area Laurel
and Hardy fan club, meets 6-
8 p.m. Thursday-March 20, at
Mama Mia's restaurant, 27770
Plymouth Road, Livonia. The
club has been showing
Laurel and Hardy films for
more than 65 years. For
more information, call (734)
955-2487 or e-mail
rozlaf@aol.com.

}

Irish gather to share music

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

Mick Gavin says traditionally St. Patrick’s Day
has been a time for boozin’ in America, but he’s
changing that. Every year crowds have grown at
his celebration of Irish music and dance. This
weekend the Redford fiddler has organized two
separate events — Sunday, March 16, at The Ark
in Ann Arbor, and his annual St. Patrick’s Day
Irish Fest Monday, March 17, at Hellenic Cultural
Center in Westland. Both feature live music and
beautifully costumed step dancers.

“If you can’t make it on St. Patrick’s Day on
Monday, you can catch us on Sunday at The Ark,”
said Gavin, who will play traditional Irish music
with sons Mike and Sean. Gavin immigrated to
the U.S. in 1974 and several years later patterned
the Irish Fest after St. Patrick’s Day celebrations
in his native land. “On Monday, we're going to

PLEASE SEE IRISH, B3

3

A

and dance St. Patrick's Day weekend

IRISH MUSIC AND DANCE \

M 18th annual St. Patrick’s Day Irish Fest, x
3 p.m. to midnight Monday, March 17, ﬁ
Hellenic Cultural Center, 36375 Joy Road, ‘
east of Newburgh, Westland. Tickets $10
at the door, kids free, (313) 537-3489
B Irish Gathering, 7:30 p.m. Sunday, March 16,
The Ark, 316 Main, between Williams
and Liberty, Ann Arbor. Tickets $13.50,
(734) 7611451 or (734) 7611800
B Irish Spectacular with Motor City Brass
Band, 3 p.m. Sunday, March 16, Southfield

. Centre for the Arts, 24350 Southfield Road,
south of 10 Mile. Tickets $10, $8
seniors/students, $25 family, (248) 424-9022 I
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Makes no difference as long as you take
time to put your feet up; et comfortable
and spend some timeWith us.
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MAGNIFICENZA

FROM PAGE B1

went on to influence all the painters, sculp-
tors, draftsmen. Michelangelo had a great
impact on art the next 100 years.”

Lush oils, magnificent porcelains and
sculpture illustrate the significant contri-
butions as well of the first four Grand
Dukes, who ruled Tuscany from 1537 to
1631. Cosimo I, his sons Francesco I and
Ferdinando I, and grandson Cosimo II
recognized the ability of the arts to paint a
picture of power. Originally a family of
bankers and merchants, the Medici knew
in order to maintain control over the citi-
zens of Tuscany they must be seen as
patrons of the arts. Commissions for new
buildings and the treasures to fill them
kept artists and architects profitably
engaged. At the same time, opulent por-
traits of duchesses such as Eleonora of
Toledo, Cosimo I's wife, symbolized the
wealth and dominance of the Medici

dynasty.
PATRONAGE

“Even though the Medici reign began in
the 1400s and lasted into the 17th century,
we wanted to narrow it down, to show the
birth of their patronage and through the
most impressive period of the Medici
dynasty supporting the arts,” Darr said.
“We anchored the show with
Michelangelo. There are three sculptures
including a crucifix, one of his last works.
Michelangelo was elevated in his lifetime
to a place of respect. He was celebrated as
divine and teacher of all artists.”

As Darr walks through the 17 galleries
one by one, the story of Late Renaissance
Florence evolves. Bronzino, Vasari,
Giambologna and Cellini were all major

“THE BEST BRUCE WILLIS ACTION
FILM SINCE DIE HARD”

no, TALKING PICTURES

> OF Ti

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF

‘ \REVOLUTION CHE\EH:{IE

“TRAINING DAY"

Rl

The rise of Baroque painting can be seen in
Cristofano Allori “Judith and Holofernes” from
Palazzo Pitti, Florence.

artists of the period. The first dramati-
cally showcases the DIA’s own magnifi-
cent painting of Eleonora of Toledo
against a burgundy wall. Nine works
from the collection are shown in the
exhibit. One of the most impressive is a
porcelain Ewer purchased in 2000.

“Bronzino’s Young Man with a Lute
on the catalog cover shows influence of
Michelangelo,” Darr said. “There are 180
works. Drawings rotate each venue. We've
got wonderful drawings.”

Darr has arranged the galleries to cover
subjects such as Cosimo I and his support
of the arts, a form of propaganda he used
to legitimize the family’s rule. The sig-
nange in Gallery One tells the interesting
story of his rise to power from the young
age of 17.

Each of the galleries focuses on a specif-

COLUMBIA
PICTUF

NOW PLAYING AT THEATERS EVERYWHERE,

mmuz
~ _313/240-6389

PHOENIX THEATRES
AT BEL-AIR CENTRE
313/438-3494
SHOWCASE CINEMAS AMC
BEACON EAST CINEMAS  FOI

RUM 30
313-882-7500 586/254 5663
STAR THEATRES AMC STAR THEATRES
GRATIOT

586/791 3420
STAR THEATRES
§2 COMMERCE STADIUM 14 CREAT LAKES CROSSING  LIVONIA MALL
248/454-7551
STAR THEATRES
JOHN-R
248/585 2070
Sorry, No Passes, Coupons, V1P or Group Actwity Tickets Accepted ® Check Theater Directones For Showtimes

Watch The Academy Awards® March 23 on ABC at 8:30 PM

GOODRICH

CANTON 6
734/981-1900
UNITED ARTISTS
248/960-5801
SHOWCASE CINEMAS
DEARBORN 1-8
313/561-3449

ACADEMY AWARD® WINNERS

TOMMY LEE JONES
BENICIO DEL TORO

‘W“‘”E"BAVII]GRIHHHS&PH[HGH!HHHS HARTAD I[RASIHtt

¢ rating reasons, 9o to www.filmratings.com

STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 14™

UPTOWN SHOWCASE CINEMAS

PALLADIUM 12 STERLING 1-15

248 644-FILM 586/979-3160
SHOWCASE CINEMAS ~ STAR THEATRES
PONTIAC 6-12 TAYLOR
248/334-6777 734/287-2200
UNITED ARTISTS
WEST RIVER
248/788-6572
SHOWCASE CINEMAS
WESTLAND 1-8
734/729 1060

MR AMC
SOUTHBATE 20 WONDERLAND 6
734/284-3456 734/261-8100

UREL PARK 10
734/462 6200
STAR THEATRES
LINCOLR PARK 8
313/382-9240
LIVONIA 20 ROCHESTER HILLS
734/542 9909 248/853-2260
AMERICAN FAMILY CINEMAS  STAR THEATRES
SOUTHFIELD
248/476 4507 248/372 2222
EMAGINE

Novi
248 319 FiLM

STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 14 EXCLUSIVELY

NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED

ic area — sculptors and painters at the
Medici Court, tapestry production, the
waning of the Renaissance and rise of
Baroque, and followers of Michelangelo.

FIRSTS

“Cosimo I and Michelangelo co-founded
the First Academy of Art, where students
were instructed to study drawings of
Michelangelo,” Darr said. “The Medici
reign saw a number of firsts. They were
the first in Europe to refine techniques for
porcelain production, the first to establish

* a major tapestry manufactory in Italy”

Paintings on copper, inlay work includ-
ing a cabinet with drawer fronts featuring
animals crafted from stone, and a moving
painting of St. George and the Dragon are
among the treasures created under the
patronage of the Medici. During the Late
Renaissance in Florence the family spent a
fortune on paintings for the Studiolo of
Francesco I — a vaulted room filled with
art, and stunning sculptures of Hercules
and Venus for the gardens at Medici Villa.
Darr covers them all in the exhibition.

Gallery 13 focuses on the story of Christine
and Ferdinando. Here paintings tell of soccer

games where teams wore his and her colors,

and a wedding celebration that lasted two
weeks. A mock sea battle in a flooded street
and a variety of banquets, balls and theatrical
events brought costs for the royal nuptials to
$7 million in today’s money.

Magnificenza! showcases marvelous
works too numerous to mention, includ-
ing Michelangelo’s recently discovered
drawing of a candelabra thought to be
designed for a royal tomb. It will be
unveiled Sunday, March 16, when the
exhibit opens in Detroit. Until then, Darr’s
keeping the fragile work hidden from
light.

Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2145

Behind the scenes
of Magnificenza

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

Visitors to Magnificenza
might not realize the years of
planning and work that goes
into organizing an exhibit of
this scope.

Eleven days before the open-
ing, couriers streamed in one
by one with pieces for the
exhibit at the Detroit Institute
of Arts. In the galleries crews
installed sculpture and paint-
ings amidst works waiting to be
unpacked from large crates.

Project director Alan Darr
seemed calm in the midst of
all the preparations. He'd
begun planning for this
moment in 1995 with Marco
Chiarini, former director of
the Pitti Gallery in Florence.
Together they approached the
Art Institute of Chicago and
Larry Feinberg, curator of
European pamtmg, who
agreed to join the project to
present Magnificenza! The
Medici, Michelangelo and The
Art of Late Renaissance
Florence in Florence, Italy,
Chicago and Detroit.

An exhibit of this scope
requires an enormous amount
of funding,. Grants from the
National Endowment for the

LECTURES

Humanities and National
Endowment for the Arts made
the exhibit possible, along with
major sponsorship from Bank
One Foundation, a natural fit
since the Medici were bankers
before coming to power.

“Particularly at this time with
budget cuts, this a relevant
exhibit. The Medici’s patronage
of the arts kept them alive,” said
Darr, who fell in love with
many of the exhibit’s works
while studying for his doctorate
in Europe. Darr joined the staff
of the DIA in 1978.

“We wanted to do something
that hasn’t been done before,
focus on a period that’s not
been studied much in English
literature. Detroit has a long-
standing relationship with
Florence since the 1966 flood
when Detroit sent aid. The DIA
also has one of the best Italian
art collections outside of
Europe.

“The Italians wanted to focus
on a narrower period of time,
but I didn’t want it to be too
scholarly. You don’t have tobe a
scholar to appreciate the beauty
and power represented by these
artists.”

Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2145

I Study Day and exhibition preview
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, March 15, in the Auditorium.
For information, call (313) 833-1720

M 2 p.m. Sunday, March 16, in Auditorium. Cristina Acidini
Luchinat, superintendent of Opificio delle Pietre Dure and
Laboratori di Restauro in Florence, presents new research on
cleaning of Michelangelo’s David sculpture and Medici Chapel

M 2 p.m. Sunday, March 23. Shelley Perlove, art history
professor at University of Michigan Dearborn,
discusses Jacques Callot's drawings of the Medici court

M 2 p.m. Sunday, April 6. William Wallace, chairman

and professor of art history at Washington University,
St. Louis, talks about Michelangelo and the challenges
of writing a modern biography on the Renaissance artist

I 2 p.m. Sunday, May 18. Cristina Aschengreen Piacenti,
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Office Space For

)

CANTON  PROFESSIONAL
OFFICE PARK - 1100 sqft
w/ull basement. Open office
area. Avail 3-1. 734-453-8181

BIRMINGHAM LOCATED at
2555 E. Maple. 2 bedroom, 1
bath, includes appliances &
carport. Washer/dryer facili-
ties in building. $850/mo. Call
(248} 646-3482

Help Wanted General .

PHOTO EDITOR

National award-winning
Observer &  Eccentric
Newspapers is in search for a
photo editor to plan & exe-
cute photo coverage for 15
newspaper editions, and
manage staff. Job require-
ments: management and 3-5
years photography exp; plus
exp with digital imaging, arch-
iving systems, Quark Xpress,
& Photoshop. Knowledge of
NewsEdit preferred.
Salary is commensurate with
experience and confains an
attractive, full benefit package.
Send resume to:
g-mait;

ebibik@oe.homecomm.net,
fax: 734-953-2057, or mail:

The Observer & Eccentric

Newspapers,

36251 Schoolcraft Rd.,
Livonia, MI 48150,
Please reference job code:
Photo Editor

Lease/Rent

Apartments -

Unfurnished

!

Medical

PHYSICAL
THERAPY

ASSISTANT

Orthopaedic physical ther-
apy clinic seeking full and
part-time staff. Saiary and
benefits will be assigned
accordingly. Certified-must
of graduated fro PTA. pro-
gram. P.T. techs and mas-
sage therapists-experience
preferable. Wil train in PT.
treatments. Massage
knowledge a plus.
FRONT OFFICE EVENING
RECEPTIONIST
Experience helpful. Duties
include: scheduling &
basic computer skills.
MEDICAL BILLER
Experienced, knowledge of
medic system, collections
of accounts.
Please fax resums to 248-
663-1903 or call

248-663-1906

X-RAY TECH -Multi Orthopedic
office in Ann Arbor area seek-
ing 1 full time or 2 part time.
Must be ARRT certified or el
gible for certification. Competi-
tive salary and benefits
offered. Indicate on resume if
applying for full or part time
position. Send resume to:
5315 Elliott Dr, Suite 202,
Ypsifanti, Ml 48197, Attn: H.R
Fax 734-712-0522

VISIT
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Jobs Wanled-Female-

Male

LIMITED REAL ESTATE
APPRAISER/Evaluation spe-
cialist wants to work with
licensed real estate appraiser.

{248) 446-6220

| 'ESTATE SALE
;1 7514 Mohawk, Westland
E. of Wayne,
N. off Warren
Fri & Sat, 10-4,
#'s Fri 9:30am
{ Complete living & family ¥
room furniture, 1850's |
| mantle/electric  logs,
farge omate gold frame
mirror, crystal hanging
 { lamp, smail deco bar
cabinet, Duncan Phiye
dining  set, electric
1 double bed (As seen on
TV), 1930°s walnut
double bed, dresser &
4 vanity, deco cedar chest,
small sleeper sofa,
1950's formica/chrome
kitchen set, religious
pictures, paper mem-
orabilia (WWII & other), §
1 old photos, set of china, }:
< orystal, glassware,
jewelry FURS: Oscar de
la Renta full length i
cappuceino mink, 2 mink
stoles/cape.

SCUPHOLM SALES

7100 Estate Sales

e

TR
T

¥
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BY LANA MiNI
STAFF WRITER

Life for David Copperfield right
now is about dreams that come true.

Fantasy is his theme in perform-
ances David Copperfield: An
Intimate Evening of Grand Illusion
coming to the Fox Theatre March
14-16.

On his cell phone from a Las Vegas
restaurant, the popular magician said
the dreamy idea for his current tour
makes sense to him.

“A good dream isn’t about half of
your fantasies coming true, it’s
about perfection,” Copperfield said.
“Everyone has dreams of finding the
perfect love, driving the perfect car,
winning the lottery...this show is
about what it would look like if
those dreams came true.”

sequence of the show. He won't give
away further details, but he will talk
about the emotion he wants audi-
ences to experience from his per-
formance.

“Laughter, tears, joy, excitement -
it’s all in this show. It’s about telling
stories...in one segment an audience
member will be reconciled with a
long lost loved one”

But there’s more. Reunion, he
said, is one of the most startling 111u-
sions he’s created.

While standing on the arm of a
crane Copperfield will be suspended
over the audience. The participating
audience member will disappear
and then will reappear moments
later in the selected location of their
dreams - be it Honolulu or
Hackensack.

And in typical Copperfield pizzazz,

ShortChange
Copperfield will
dive into the
dreams of men
across America ~
he'll step into the
pages of a Victoria’s
Secret catalogue
where he’ll magi-
cally remove a per-
sonal piece of clothing from two
women in the audience.

The illusion isn’t too risqué, it’s
OK to bring the kids.

Copperfield

“My shows are always suitable for  exciting illusions.”
the whole family but it’s not white- And is he a magician or an illu-
washed to the point of being uncool,” sionist?

Copperfield said. “It has a sexiness to
itin a VH1 or MTV sort of way.”
Another segment titled Killer
involves his magic with a black
African scorpion. This illusion is the

With today’s technology it takes a
lot impress an audience, he said.

Floating through the air, and
through steel and making 13 audi-
ence members vanish are other
highlights. But does the magician
ever long for the days when pulling
a rabbit from a hat was impressive?

“Not at all,” Copperfield said. “In
some ways today’s technology can
make things easier, but in more oth-
ers it’s more challenging.

“I've loved magic since I was a kid,
I'm always looking for the most

“If you say you're an illusionist you
get paid 20 percent more,” he said.
“And it brings me to places like the
Fox Theatre...it’s a beautiful venue
for a show.”

'

MAGIC MAN

What: “David Copperfield: An Intimate
Evening of Grand Iliusion”

When: 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, March 14-15;
1p.m. and 4:30 p.m. Saturday, March 15;
12:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. Sunday, March 16.

Where: The Fox Theatre, Detroit

Tickets: $28-546; $5 discount for kids
under 12 and seniors over 65 at the Fox
Theatre and Joe Louis box offices and
Hockeytown Authentics in Troy without
service charge - also at Marshall Field's.
To purchase tickets by phone, call (248)
433-1515 or online at www.olympiaenter-
tainment.com or www.ticketmaster.com.

Copperfield says show is about fantasy and awe

the show will have sex appeal.
In the segment called

He said the strongest reaction

from audiences currently is the car he said.

most dangerous he’s ever performed
Imini®oe.homecomm.net | (248) 901-2572
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teaches dancing to ages 4 to
70 at the White Heather
Club in Ferndale, where she
often shares a little history
about the most celebrated

calories by kicking up their
heels. Carolyn Brazzil makes
Irish step dancing sound sim-
ple. She'll be on hand to show

guests how it’s done. And les- dents. Several members are

Bargain Matinees Dally $5.75 Al
Shows Starting before 6:00 pm
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