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Local girl hopes to turn her singing into a career — Observer Life, C5
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Layoffs loom as district eyes cuts

est thing in the world to do.
“People work here because

they’re trying to make a living,”

he added. “Many of the people
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shortfall because the district
won't get a $200 increase in its
foundation grant originally
approved by the state
Legislature but eliminated by
Gov. Jennifer Granholm.

“Yes, we're going to be looking
at layoffs,” said Supt. Jim Ryan,
who noted that people-related
costs make up 87 percent of the
district’s budget. “Once you start
to lay off people ... it’s the hard-

the top of the list as the
Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education prepares to cut at
least $3 million to balance the
2003-04 budget.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Employee layoffs and pay-to-
. participate extracurricular activ-
PLEASE SEE CUTS, A6

From the heart

At 12 years old, Ryan
Thomas thinks he's a little

ities and sports appear to be at

The budget is left with a

Masked men rob township Arby’s

too old to go see Disney On
Ice, but when he won the
Observer's Middle School BY BRAD KADRICH reports, two employees but did recover some of the
design contest during the ice STAFF WRITER were on duty behind the money, along with ski
festival, that’s the prize he counter, and a third wason  masks and a black-and-sil-
chose anyway. Three armed men wear-  a break at the rear of the ver pellet gun, according to
ing full ski masks Tuesday  store. The suspects jumped Tiderington.
night walked into the Arby’s over the counter, forced one Witnesses described the
restaurant on Ann Arbor employee to the floor and suspects as “three teenage
Road and made off with an  ordered the other to open black men””
undisclosed amount of cash  the cash registers and the One was described as
after brandishing weapons  safe. being 6 foot, 3 inches tall.
at two restaurant employ- “The third employee was  The suspect brandishing
ees. taking his break and saw the shotgun was said to be
The robbery happened the suspects,” Tiderington ~ wearing a red-and-white
shortly before 10 p.m. when said. “He ran out the back  winter coat.
three men, described by door, then called the police.” Anyone with information
witnesses as young black By the time police about the incident is being
males, entered the restau-  responded, the suspects had encouraged to call the
rant. According to fled through the rear of the = Detective. Sgt. Bob Antal of
Plymouth Township Police  store. The department’s K-9 the Plymouth Township

Ryan, once a cancer
patient at William Beaumont
Hospital who has been clear
for a year now, is donating
his prize to a family whose
child is in treatment at

Chief Tom Tiderington, one
of them carried a shotgun
and the other two held what
appeared to be handguns.
According to police

handler, Steve Cheston, and
dog Hogan, tracked the sus-
pects to Morrison. Police
believe the suspects escaped
southbound on Morrison,

Police Department, (734)
354-3241.

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 459-2700

Beaumont. R

“We received tickets for a
Hearing focuses on rebuttal repor
Ryan was in treatment, and
just had to hope his blood
counts were high enough to BY BRAD KADRICH attorney Michael Schwartz, engineering firm for whi
go and not risk infection,” STAFF WRITER claims Munfakh violated he works — Ayres, Lewis,
said his mother, Mary Lynn the ethics policy by partici-  Norris & May — handled
Thomas. The end could be in sight  pating in negotiations — the negotiations, and that

“t know a family in treat- for the months-long ethics  specifically a February 2002  he did nothing wrong.
ment will be thrilted to get inquiry into actions of meeting — between Salem It’s a claim backed up by
these tickets ... and it really Plymouth Township Trustee Township and the Detroit the report Munfakh’s lawyer
makes Ryan feel good to Abe Munfakh. Water and Sewerage commissioned to refute
help another chitd.” The Plymouth Township  Department to bring the Schwartz’s allegations.

Ryan is a student at All board has scheduled a Detroit water system to the ~ Written by Bloomfield Hills
Saints Catholic School in meeting of its ethics com- southeastern corner of lawyer Christine Derdarian,

Canton. mittee for 7 p.m. Tuesday, Salem Township, where it includes letters from
Feb. 4, at township hall to Johnson Controls, Inc., has  Ronald Cavallaro, a senior
larger sanct“ary accept a rebuttal report purchased property for a associate for ALNM, and
Alarger sanctuary to submitted by Munfakh’s possible relocation. Salem Township attorney
enhance music and perform- lawyer. In his report, Schwartz Wm. Douglas Winters.
ing arts outreach is part of Munfakh’s attorney, said Munfakh’s participa- Derdarian also makes
the expansion at Risen Christ Southfield lawyer Tom tion in those negotiations observations of her own,
Lutheran Church in Ryan, submitted a report violated his fiduciary duty =~ based on a review of those
Plymouth. this week that answers to Plymouth Township, letters and Schwartz’s
The expansion also will : » : charges leveled by an earlier which already suffers from  report.
enable the remodeling of the PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER report commissioned by the periodic low water pressure “Abe Munfakh engaged in
existing sanctuary to serve 0 township’s Ethics and objects to the addition  no conduct that violates any
as a family life center/gym- ﬂ lce Committee that says of another user to the township ethics policy, state
nasium. Alexis Gardner, 16, and her sister Gabriel, 11, of Farmington Hills, gaze at a shark Munfakh violated the town- Detroit system. law or constitutional provi-
Work began in January to carved from ice at the Plymouth International Ice Spectacular Saturday afternoon ship’s ethics policy. Munfakh has maintained
build the new 11,000-square- at Kellogg Park in downtown Plymouth. That report, done by that other members of the PLEASE SEE REPORT, A6

foot worship and welcome
area, which will be twice the
size of the old sanctuary and
narthex.

King Day celebration stresses building on diversity

The congregation hopes

to be worshipping in its

new sanctuary by

Thanksgiving. BY TONY BRUSCATO ‘We have students coming from ferent sexual orientation get
“The new sanctuary and STAFF WRITER around the world and it should be  together to learn, to live and to

the family life center will
give us many more options
to reach into the communi-
ty," said Rev. Dr. David W.
Martin, pastor of this grow-
ing congregation of about
600 members.

“Qur children and family
ministries are being abun-
dantly blessed. We look for-
ward to having the space to
increase ministry.”

Blood drive

Diversity in schools is a strength
that should be used as a building
block to further the dreams of the
late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

That was a main theme Monday
at the second annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Day Celebration
held by Plymouth-Canton Schools
at Salem High School.

“Diversity in our school district
is a major strength that makes
things happen,” Rev. Alfred
Johnson, pastor at Bethel AME

reflected in our staff because it
gives us more opportunities to
share one with the other”

Board of Education Vice
President Mark Slavens said the
public school system should be a
conduit to teach and encourage
diversity.

“I absolutely believe that Dr.
King was a strong supporter of the
public school system because he
knew it was an area that would
help society reach the promised
land,” Slavens said. “Where else do

play for over seven hours a day?”

Sonya Reeves of Capton said she
attended the Martin Luther King
Jr. Day Celebration to show her
support for the district’s diversity
program.

“We've lived here four years and
I'm surprised it’s taken this long
for it to get to where it is,” said
Reeves, an African-American. “I
think they have a long way to go,
but I think it’s a lot bétter. I think
they're really trying.”

Her sister, Toni Robinson of

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The American Red Cross Church in Ann Arbor, told the we have a place where people of Plymouth Township, said she
will be accepting blood dona- approximately 100 people in atten-  different colors, different races, dif- would like to see more children The Rev. Alfred Johnson, pastor of Bethel AME Church in Ann Arbor,
tions from noon to 6 p.m. dance. “No longer are we just one-  ferent religions, different origins, makes a speech during Monday's Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebra-

Wednesday, Feb. 5, in the
West Lounge on the campus
of Madonna University in

sided, but now we’re multi-faceted.

different physical abilities and dif-

PLEASE SEE MLK, AS

tion at Salem High School.
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Township, New Mornin"g
School reach agreement
on soccer park

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth Township
Board Tuesday night signed off
on an agreement with New
Morning School regarding the
township’s new Lake Pointe
Soccer Park that both sides feel
will be mutually beneficial.

‘Work has begun on the $1.2
million project, located just
north of the New Morning
School property on Haggerty,
near M-14, and the agreement
between the two entities spells
out what each side gets.

The top benefit to the town-
ship is the ability to connect the
water main to the park through
New Morning property, rather
than having to run it across
Haggerty.

The other top benefit,
according to township engineer
Michael Bailey, is access to a
smaller piece of land between
the smaller park property to the
north, which connects to
Russet Lane, and the park
proper.

The school gets, among other
things, a 12-by-195-foot strip of
land to be used as a playground
area.

“It’s a very good agreement
for both sides,” said township
supervisor Steve Mann.

“We've been working with the
school for more than a year
now, and we've come up with
an agreement that benefits the

township as well as the
school”

In addition to the playground
area, New Morning School gets
to link its parking lot with the
parking lot being put in at the
soccer park, and access to the
park itself when the township
isn’t using it. The township will
also build a pedestrian walk
from the park lot to the school’s
walkway, a distance of some 85
feet, although the school will be
responsible for maintenance
and upkeep of the walkway.

The township, meanwhile,
gets an easement across the
western part of the school
property for pedestrian access
to the park, and the school pays
for connecting the school’s
drainage system to the park’s
detention pond.

“I think it’s a wonderful dis-
play of two entities working
together for something that
benefits both of them,” said
Elaine Yagiela, director of New
Morning School.

“We feel pleased to be able to
work with the township in this
way.”

The township park is expect-
ed to be used primarily by
youth soccer groups in the area.
Mann said he expects construc-
tion to be finished on the park
by August. Teams will be able
to start playing on the fields in
2004.

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700

INTRO TO RADIO

WSDP, the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools radio sta-
tion, planned to offer an intro-
duction to radio class for mid-
dle school students through
Community Education, but the
class is now in danger of can-
cellation due to lack of interest.

The seven-week class is
scheduled to be conducted
Tuesdays from 7-8:30 p.m.
beginning Jan. 28. It will be
taught at the WSDP studios at
Salem High school. Topics to be
covered include news, produc-
tion, on-air announcing and
promotions. Biil Keith, WSDP
station manger, and Jody
Gross, assistant station manag-
er, will teach the class. Salem
senior Greg Angel will provide
assistance.

The class was first offered in
1996. Five students who have
taken the class have joined the
station’s staff.

“We enjoy offering the class
and it would be a shame to can-
cel it,” Keith said.

The class is limited to nine
students. Each one who com-
pletes the class gets a WSDP T-
shirt and certificate.
Registration is $65.

For registration information,
call Community Education,
(734) 416-2937.

NEW MORNING ENROLLMENT

Parents are invited to an
Interested Family Discussion
night to meet with teachers and
staff of New Morning School
from 7-8:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 29.

Tours of the preschool, ele-
mentary and middle school, as

AROUND TOWN

well as discussion of teaching
philosophy, small student-
teacher ratio and parent
involvement will take place.
The school recently underwent
a building expansion to
increase classrooms and add a
gymnasium.

The school is located at 14501
Haggerty, between Schoolcraft
and 5 Mile. For details or to
register for the discussion
group, call (734) 420-3331.

CITY APPOINTMENTS

The Plymouth City
Commission has reappointed
Gerald Sabatini and Richard
Foersterling to the Zoning
Board of Appeals. Their terms
expire in December 2005.

Sabatini has been a member
of the ZBA since 1991 and has
served as the board chairman
for the past seven years. He is
also a current member of the
charter review committee and
the zoning ordinance study
committee. Sabatini is a finan-
cial analyst at Ford Motor
Company’s world headquarters.

Foersterling has been a mem-
ber of the ZBA since 1996 and
has served as the board vice-
chairman for the past four
years. He has lived in the
Plymouth community for more
than 30 years. Foersterling is a
self-employed financial advisor
and owner of Sterling Financial.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION CLASSES

Registrations are now being
taken for classes through
Plymouth-Canton schools’
Community Education pro-
gram. The following classes are
available:

DO YOU SMOKE? OR HAVE YOU QUIT?

Either way, you may be able to be a part of an
important lung screening study for healthy men
and women between the ages of 55 and 74,

n For adults — Paint a craft;
watercolor painting; glass art
painting; stenciling; beginning
and intermediate on Microsoft
Word; intermediate Excel; ball-
room dancing; country-western
two-step; line dancing; salsa
and swing; aerobics; dance-
lates; kickboxing and Tai Chi;
volleyball; yoga; basketball,
racquetball and volleyball;
French, German, Spanish, sign
language; Dulcimer; harmoni-
ca; piano; organ; crocheting;
knitting; first aid; massage
therapy.

Youth offerings include ACT
prep workshop; parent-tot
cookie bake; photography and
scrapbook; French and sign
language; jeweled waterglass
art class; mad science; plaster
playtime; yoga; radio; kinder-
music; piano; junior karate;
Tae Kwon Do; gymnastics and
swim.

For class and registration
information, got to the Web
site, www.pces.k12.mi.us, or call
(734) 416-2937.

ROTARY GOLF

The Plymouth Noon Rotary
Club is taking reservations for
the May 19 golf outing at Fox
Hills Golf & Banquet Center.
The 18-hole scramble with a
cart, dinner and prizes costs
$800 per foursome and spon-
sorship, or $175 per person.

Reservations can be made by
calling Marie Morrow at (734)
453-6879 or Tom Piotrowski at
(734) 455-1220.

SYMPHONY'S HOT TICKET

The Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra celebrates the area’s
wealth of young musical talent
with its third-annual
“Instrumentorship” concert, set
for Feb. 8 at Our Lady of Good
Counsel.

The concert pits symphony
musicians with students in the
middle school orchestras,
under the direction of
Catherine DePentu and Erin
Zurbuchen, and is sponsored by

The “instrumentorship” pro-
gram teams string coaches
from the PSO with middle
school musicians and culmi-
nates with the annual concert
featuring both mentors and
students. It’s part of the larger
CLASSical Music Outreach to
the Schools program, which
fosters dedication to the arts, as
well as musical excellence.

This year’s concert also serves
as the inauguration of the
newly installed Casavani Freres
pipe organ at OLGC.

Individual concert tickets are
$16 for adults, $14 for seniors
and $10 for college students.
School-age children (K-12) are
admitted free. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 451-2112.

TAX ASSISTANCE

Free income tax assistance
will be available to Plymouth-
area seniors beginning Feb. 5,
and every Wednesday there-
after through April 9.

AARP volunteer tax-aide
counselors, trained by the
Internal Revenue Service, will
help seniors fill out tax forms at
the Plymouth District Library,
223 S. Main in Plymouth.
Appointment times are avail-
able at 9:30, 10:30 and 11:30
a.m. and 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30
p.m.

For an appointment, call the
Plymouth Community Council
on Aging, (734) 453-1234, Ext.
236.

SOCCER REGISTRATION

The City of Plymouth
Recreation Department will be
taking Spring Youth Soccer reg-
istration during January at the
recreation office at the cultural
center from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

All registrations require a
birth certificate. Fee for Under
6 through Under 8 divisions is
$50 for city residents, $70 for
non-residents. Fee for Under 9
and older divisions is $55 for
residents, $85 for non-resi-
dents.
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o a $3,500 grant from Marshall For more information, call
= Fields. (734) 455-6620.
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The University of Michigan Health System is looking for volunteers for the National Lung Screening Trial
(NLST). Smoking puts men and women at risk for lung cancer. NLST is comparing spiral CT scans to chest X-
rays to find out if one is more effective than the other at lowering lung cancer deaths,

For more information, please call UMHS Cancer Center Answerline at 1-800-865-1125 M-F, 9-4:30, messages accepted after hours
or the Cancer Information Service at 1-800-4-CANCER (1-800-422-6237).
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A REAL PAIN

The normal muscle burning noticeably improved, it 1s time to }
hat most of us experience durm% seek professional care, i
a hard workout is usually fine. [ Often, injuries occur because
you suffer more serious, wincing a certain muscle or muscle group §
| pain (especially in a joint), and has been overdeveloped, causing }
| the pain reaches a 4 or 5 on a a physical imbalance. This results
] scale of 10, you should probably in wear and tear which can regis
1 stop the activity to prevent more ter as pain and reduced range of
{ serious injury. Other red flags motion. Treatment may consist of
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in your gait or stroke mechanics, cent muscles. If you are exper :
1 muscle “spasms, significantly encing pain or stiffness while §
{ reduced strength, ands a continu- performing daily tasks or exer-
cise, ask your physician for a |
referral to the HANDS ON

Enjoy free-time
in addition to free checking with

direct Checking

from Community Federal Credit Union.

ous dull ache. When these symp-
toms arise, it 1s recommended
that you take three to five days
off and undergo conservative
self-treatment with Rest, Ice,
Compression, and Elevation
1 (RICE), and pan control. After
five days, if the injury has not
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With the busy pace of life today, it seems like there
are fewer hours in the day to get everything done.
With this in mind, Community Federal has a way to
make banking more affordable and convenient.

ties located in Plymouth at 650
South Main Street. For more
information, please call 455- |
8370. i

. . . 4 PS. The RICE prescription is one of the best and safest ways to reduce : 4 I
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Mother Nature does ice fans
a favor by extending festival

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

“We made arrangements with
the city to leave them up an
extra week.”

None of the lighting or other
amenities will be used, but the
sculptures themselves will be
up through the weekend.

Other than the weather, the
festival appeared to be a com-
plete success. Thousands of
people poured through the
streets of downtown Plymouth,
watching the competitions and
viewing the dozens of sculp-
tures.

The festival’s dinner-dance
and auction also made a solid
return, drawing more than 150

Mother Nature may have
done fans of the Plymouth
International Ice Sculpture
Spectacular a favor.

By blasting the area with
temperatures in the teens, she
gave festival organizers a rea-
son to leave the sculptures up
an extra week.

“It got so cold that we felt
some people may not have had
the chance to come out and
enjoy the beautiful sculptures,”
said Mike Watts of Watts-Up,
Inc., who handles the festival.

An ice sculpture of a butterfly titled, “At Rest,” is lit up in Kellogg Park
Saturday evening.

PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Saturday, January 25
9am to 5pm

Sunday, January 26

noon fo 5pm

Don’'t miss your chance fo buy
the very finest interior
furnishings, from the finest
manufacturers, all at prices of
60% to 70% off or more!

MDC is the resource for the
interior design professional
and for 2 days, we’re

’{:@f}}% opening our doors fo the
G public!

e All items sold AS IS; FINAL SALE

e Payments by cash or check
(most showrooms also accepting major credit cards)

@ All items are take-with, or delivery arrangements
must be made at time of purchase at customers
expense. Delivery must be accepted within 10 days.

$6.00 Admission
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a portion of the proceeds to benefit COTS - The Coalition on Temporary Shelter

DESIGN SEMINARS!

Attend our design seminars at 1, 2, 3 and 4 pm each day.

Topics include “The Art of Accessorizing”
“Color Trends 2003,” “Using Scale & Contrast,”
and “Kitchen & Bath Surfaces”

SOME SHOWROOMS WILL BE CLOSED BUT WILL BE LIGHTED FOR WINDOW VIEWING

NO STROLLERS PLEASE! Michigan Design Center 1700 Stutz Dnve s located
north off Maple between Crooks and Coolidge In Troy 248 649 4772
For directions or more info wvisit michigandesign com
PDFOEO08065340

people at $100 per person to
Northville Hills Golf Course.

“We had a great turnout,”
said Ron Edwards, the dance’s
co-chair. “We sold the thing
out, and everyone had a great
time.”

bkadrich@oe homecomm net | (734) 459-2700

Above, a woman pauses to view the
roses frozen inside the Holiday Inn
sculpture in Kellogg Park Saturday at
the Plymouth International Ice
Spectacular. At left, Andrea Jacques
of Redford, a Schoolcraft culinary
arts student, gets a face full of ice
spray as she carves an eagle at the
Plymouth International ice
Spectacular Saturday.

A winged dragon is lit up in Kellogg
Park Saturday evening.

TWO

FUR

< B

N

THE FUR GALLERY AT PARISIAN LAUREL PARK PLACE -~ .»

P

20-60% OFF

A SELECTION OF

FUR-TRIMMED LEATHER,
SHEARLINGS, MINK,
SHEARED BEAVER
AND FOX

ALL FURS ARE LABELED

TO SHOW COUNTRY OF CRIGIN.
SAVINGS ARE OFF OUR REGULAR
PRICES. NO ADJUSTMENTS ON
PRIOR PURCHASES, MAY NOT
BE COMBINED WITH ANY

OTHER OFFER.

A S AN, AT,

£
,
¢
§
o ¢ e o e MWN.MMHEEM
¢
:
i
¢

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

PERISHN

LAUREL PARK PLACE

CALL 1-800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills and Laurel Park Place open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9.
FOR INFORMATION call The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 or Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa,
the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET;
AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD.
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$9.99/cd $9.99/cd $9.99/cd
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SARAH VAUGHAN
“Sarah for Lovers”

$9.99/cd

VARIOUS ARTISTS

“When Love Goes Wrong”

COMMON

“Electric Circus”

“Quality ”

»

$9.99/cd $14.99/cd $14.99/cd
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NEW FOUND GLORY ROOTS SHAGGY FRIDA LEIDER
“Sticks And Stones” “Phrenology” “Lucky Day” “The Singers”

$14.99/cd $13.99/cd $14.99/cd $11.99/cd

SIGUR ROS BREAKING BENJAMIN

“Saturate”

(
$14.99/cd $9.99/cd

"50CENT BON JOVI "SALIVA | T suMdl
“Get Rich Or Die Tryin” “Bounce” “Back Into Your System” “Does This Look Infected”
Out 2/11/03! $14.99/cd $14.99/cd $13.99/cd

e HRE S wa Y n R

'3DOORS DOWN " RUSSELL WATSO RENEE FLEMING ANDREA BOCELLI
“Away From The Sun” “Encore” “Bel Canto” “Sentimento”

$15.99/cd $14.99/cd $13.99/cd $14.99/cd

DEARBORN CANTON
22000 Michigan Ave. 1747 Canton Center North
(313) 561- (734) 981-7530

HOURS: M-THR 9:30-9:00; FRI-SAT 9:30-10; SUN 11-6

*Excludes sale items
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Linda Kay Barylski

Services for Linda Barylski,
53, of Canton, were held Jan.
22 at St. John Neumann
Catholic Church with the Rev.
George Charnley officiating,

Mrs. Barylski was born
March 24, 1949, in Detroit and

Church of Plymouth and
for Cash Builders until
1991. She loved many
church activities and lov-
ingly gave of herself. She
also loved to bake for oth-
ers. She thought of others
with letters and kept track

died Jan. 18 in Canton. of birthdays and special
Survivors include husband, occasions,

Richard Barylski; mother, Mrs. Cash was preceded

Esther Grannack; sons, Jason  in death by husband of 51

and Scott Barylski; and sister,  years, Charles Cash.

Karen (Vincent) Magi. Survivors include sister,
Arrangements made by Lois (Robert) Reid of

Neely-Turowski Funeral Home. Rochester Hills; numerous

nieces and nephews; and
Phyllis A. Mitchell - many close friends.

Services for Phyllis Mitchell,
74, of Plymouth, were held Jan.
23 at Our Lady of Good
Counsel Catholic Church with
the Rev. John Sullivan officiat-
ing. Burial was at Riverside
Cemetery in Plymouth.

Mrs. Mitchell was born July
16, 1928, in Highland Park and
died Jan. 20 in Pittsfield
Township. She was a retired
school teacher from Fiegel
Elementary School in the
Plymouth/Canton school sys-
tem., She came to the Plymouth
community in 1942 from
Detroit. She was originally
from the Upper Peninsula.

She was a member of Our
Lady of Good Counsel Catholic
Church, the Michigan
Education Association and the
National Education
Association. She and Millard
had been married for 63 years.

Survivors include husband,
Millard L. Mitchell of
Plymouth; children, Michele
(Regan) LaMothe of Grass
Lake and Annette (Rahn)
Frederick of Plymouth; grand-
children, Kyle and Cody
Frederick and Lindsay, Ryan,
and Patrick LaMothe.

Arrangements made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home.

Memorial contributions
may be made to Beaumont

Florene Cash

Services for Florene Cash, 79,
of Plymouth, were held Jan. 20
at the First United Methodist
Church with the Rev. Dean
Klump officiating. Burial was
at South Lyon Cemetery.

Mrs. Cash was born Aug. 31,
1923, in South Lyon and died
Jan, 18. Mrs. Cash graduated
from Cleary Business College
and was a secretary at
Michigan Seamless Tube from
1953-1977, and as secretary for
the First United Methodist

LA 2000

FURNISHINGS LTD.
90 DAYS
SAME
AS CASH

Expires 1-31-03

*99

Dining Room
ACRYLIC
CHANDELIERS

OBITUARIES

Hospice or the American
Cancer Society.

Arrangements made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home.

Oliver W. Wheeler

Services for Oliver
Wheeler, 68, of Ypsilanti,
were held Jan. 17 at the
Vermeulen Funeral Home
with the Rev. John McLean
officiating.

Burial was at United
Memorial Gardens in
Superior Township.

Mr. Wheeler was born
Sept. 3, 1934, in Detroit
and died Jan. 13. He was
employed as a supervisor in

the work force. He served
in the U.S. Army and was a
member of Berean Bible
Church.

Survivors include wife,
Joan M. Wheeler of
Ypsilanti; father, Ueless
Wheeler; daughter, Debora
Nagel of Ypsilanti; daugh-
ter, Wendy Pellerito of
Ypsilanti; son, Darrell
Wheeler of Indiana; and
eight grandchildren.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the Timmy
Foundation, P.O. Box
24286, Indianapolis, IN
46224

Arrangements made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home.

MK

FROM PAGE At

included in the celebration.

“I still don’t think (children)
have a clue as to who Dr.
Martin Luther King is and
what he was trying to do,” she
said, “and they're still shocked
that blacks and whites could-
n’t do things together.

“A lot of people are afraid to
talk about what did happen,”
Robinson said. “It happened,
and now let’s see what we can
do to make it never happen
again.”

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 4592700
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PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Rev. Alfred Johnson, pastor of Bethel AME
Church in Ann Arbor, gets a moment alone with
Plymouth-Canton Schools Superintendent Jim Ryan
at Monday's Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration
at Salem High School.

SUPER SPEClAL '!2 88

~ Great assortment of ¢
~ for gitls and boys pA ant
for bnys from Zana-di, Squee g,

Py

BTB RGXN and Plugg Reg 2 8-

TAKE AN EXTRA

507
OFF
THE TICKETED PRICE OF ALREADY

REDUCED CLEARANCE MERCHANDI‘?E
FOR TOTAL SAVINGS OF 60'75 o!

Why bu! fabric,

if you can get PLUS, SAVE EVEN MORE WHEN YOU
'TAUAOM-EATHER USE YOUR SHOPPING PASS BELOW!
Sofa....$849 Look for the Yellow Dot signs in Ladies’ Apparel.
Locv:;iera t.$.'5$9794. 9 NO PRICE ADJUSTMENTS FOR PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED MERCHANDISE.
4 Colors & 2 Styles to
choose from

Large
FOYER
PIECES

$999

Different sizes -,
and finishes

available.

Beautiful
DINING ROOMS

Different Styles & Finishes
Floor Sample Specials

15870 Middlebelt

(Between 5

E" MA| L N EWS L ETTE R Visit parisian.com to sign up for our e-mail newsletter for special offers and advance notice of sales.

CALL 1-800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills and Laurel Park Place open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION call
The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 or Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF
ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET: AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD.

5 & 6 Mile)
L|von|a ;
734.:421.0200

Financing Available
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CARPET SALE'
3 ROOMS

Completely Installed
36 Yds./324 Sq. Ft

*399°%

PRICES VALID WITH AD!

i
CHAMBER
o [IMMERGE

LOW o\rerheud Savings to You!"

| Voo G| PLUSH i BERBER 1y LINOLEUM
| LAMINATE " | LamINATE |} FREEPAD ] i |

|
E $1 79" Ft. Il 858q Ft. || 79&; Ft. || 793q Ft. l

With Coupon.
Expires 1-31-03

With Coupon.

With C: .,
AP Expires 1-31-03

With Coupon.

Expires 1-31-03 Expires 1-31-03

DETROIT HAZEL PARK SOUTHFIELD LIVONIA
16838 E.8 Mile 1543 Eight Mile 15047 W. 8 Mile 33555 Seven Mile
(313) 372-6692 (248) 546-4419 (313) 342-8959 (248) 442-9707

All 4 Location Hours: Monday - Saturday 10 am - 7 pm

L VZ%%E’

OE080656511

See Us For Great Seats'

3
¢

Right now we have plenty of
La-Z-Boy® Recliners
in exciting

styles and fabrics

that are now on sale
and ready to be
delivered

in time for

the Super
Bowl!

SALE PRICES scarcing ac > 349

FINANCING AVAILABLE UP TO
12 MONTHS NO INTEREST!*

Since 1933

CutsS

FROM PAGE A1

who work here live in our com-
munity, and many of the people
who live in our community
send their kids to us.”

Last year, district cuts includ-
ed laying off 19 teachers. All
were eventually brought back,
with additional teachers hired at
the beginning of the school year.

Ryan is adamant that no deci-
sions have been made on what
cuts will have to be made.
However, he noted that some of
the items saved last May, when
the district cut $1.2 million to
balance this year’s budget, may
be back for consideration.

“Im sure all the things that
you've seen in the past might
resurface,” Ryan said. “Pay to
participate, which we looked at
last year but didn’t follow
through on, new programs
(which) might not be initiated,
materials (which) might not be
purchased, we may not replace
equipment.”

Ryan said employee staffing,
busing and sports will be areas
that will be especially difficult to
cut.

M Layoffs — “If you've got to
get $2 million to $3 million,
you can’t get that with a couple
of teachers,” Ryan said. “It takes
a lot of folks to get you some
significant number. I don’t fore-
see laying off any administra-
tors because we certainly aren’t
top heavy in administration.”

M Busing — “We bus 11,000
kids a day and parents rely on
us to get their kids to and from
school,” Ryan said.

B Sports — “We have an obli-
gation to kids, coaches, booster
groups, the league,” Ryan said.
“The board will want us to stay
away from (cuts involving) the
classroom as much as possible,
and sports is a second classroom.”

W Extracurricular activities
— “Band, the newspaper, robot-
ics, they are all connections to

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

This year’s budget deficit
of at least $3 million comes
on the heels of a $1.2 million
budget shortfall in the
2002-03 budget.

Among the cuts approved
last May by school trustees
to balance the budget were
the reduction of four ele-
mentary teaching positions,
which saved $200,000; field
trip transportation,
$90,000; an administrative
intern program, $70,000;
athletic department
expenditures, $65,000;

Schools face big cuts
for 2nd straight year

elimination of a middle
school teacher, $50,000;
general budget reductions,
$50,000; and reorganiza-
tion of the transportation
department, $44,000.

The Board of Education
voted for a pay-to-partici-
pate program for athletics
and extracurricular activities
to offset higher operating
costs.

However, the administra-
tion said it was able to avoid
instituting the approximate
$13 per-student fee.

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 459-2700

the school district,” the superin-
tendent said.

School board Treasurer Judy
Mardigian said the Budget
Advisory Committee she heads
will meet next week to outline
recommended cuts, which will
be given to the administration
for consideration.

“I'm sure (administrators)
have a mental list, and well
generate ideas maybe they
haven’t thought about,”
Mardigian said. “I don’t think
the Legislature or the gover-
nor’s office anticipated a loss in
revenue that we're currently
discovering, and we’ll see more
dramatic cuts than anticipated.

“We don’t have a lot of extras
in our budget, and we'll feel it
more than some districts that
have more realistic foundation
grants,” she added. “We're going
to have to react to what
Lansing hands us. I hope it’s
more freezing (of programs)
instead of cutting.”

Ryan said earlier that with no
foundation increase and a
2-percent rise in retirement

rates, the district would face a
$5 million shortfall. If the dis-
trict, which has been growing
the past several years, receives
more new students than antici-
pated, Ryan said the increased
foundation grant money
($7,025 per student) could
push down the deficit to about
$3 million.

And, there’s the threat by
Granholm to cut this year’s
foundation grant, which could
cost Plymouth-Canton nearly a
million dollars and reduce its
foundation grant next fiscal year.

“It’s hard to make these
choices, but we get paid to
make them, and we’ll make rec-
ommendations to the Board of
Education,” Ryan said. “And,
the board will agonize over
them, too.

“My biggest fear is that I
don’t want the community to
think we haven’t handled our
money well,” he added. “I'm
very proud of the financial
work of this district.”

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
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sion,” Derdarian wrote.

She did say that Munfakh’s
decision to take part in the
February 2002 meeting may
not have been “the most pru-
dent,” but she also said “pru-
dence is not the issue here.

Stop in between

Grand Opening
Specials.

t8eeR Member FDIC

located in Plymouth Township.

January |5 - February 8, 2003
and take advantage of our

wall street %
P|us APY*
checking ®

guaranteed through 5/28/03

Improper conduct is.”

“And while Mr. Munfakh’s
decision to attend the meeting
... may not have been the wisest
choice, it was, nevertheless,
completely outside the realm of
illegal or unethical conduct,”
she wrote.

Township supervisor Steve
Mann, who chairs the ethics
committee, downplayed the
impact of Derdarian’s report.

1e Bank is ceiebratmg\ AN
the a;:vemng of our new banking center

Grand Opening Celebration
January 15 — February 8,2003

Grand Prize Drawings:
Sony DVD Home Entertainment System

One entry per person Complete Sweepstakes Rules and prize details posted on entry boxes

%

Located at 44815 Five Mile Road
Plymouth Township, Mi 48170

734-254-9220

energized
checking™

Any Charter One Checking
Account And Get All Of This

“They misrepresented the
facts and included incorrect
assumptions,” Mann said. “It
doesn’t give you the full picture
of what took place between
Detroit Water and Sewerage,
Salem Township and Mr.
Munfakh.” Mann said he hoped
the Feb. 4 hearing will be the
end of the discussion. “I would
hope for a quick conclusion to
the issue;” he said.

guaranteed through 5/28/03

OPEN

FREE!

CHARTER ONE®
BANK

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) valid as of January 15,2003, After May 28, 2003, the interest rate may change at any time  Current non-special, three-tier Energized Checking®’
Account rates are for: $0-$9,999 1.50%APY, $10,000-$24,999 {.50% APY and $25,000 or more [.50%APY. Offer valid fanuary 15~ February 8,2003,at the 5 Mile/Sheldon Banking
Center only and subject to change without notice. Mimimurn opening balance 1s $50.A monthly service charge of $12 will be charged if the minimum darly balance in the account
s below $2,500. A monthly non-activity fee of $10 will be charged when the account reflects no deposits or check writing for two consecutive months regardless of balance.
Account service charges, if any, may reduce earnings on the account. See Account Rules and Regulations brochure for complete disclosures about these accounts. Business accounts
not eligible. Premium rates avarlable for new money (funds not currently m a Charter One Bank account) only. There is a fee of $50 if the account 1s closed within 90 days of
opening

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) valid as of january 15,2003, After May 28, 2003, the interest rate may change at any time Current non-spectal Wall Street Plus rate 1s 1.25% APY.
Minimum opening balance to open the account and obtain the advertised APY is $50.A monthly service charge of $12 will be charged if the minimum datly balance in the account
s below $1,000.A monthly non-actiity fee of $10 will be charged when the account reflects no customer activity {deposits or check writing) for two consecutive months
regardless of balance. There 1s a fee of $50 f the account is closed within 90 days of opening. Account service charges, if any, may reduce earnings on the account. See our
Statement of Fees contained in the Account Rules and Regulations booklet for any card fees that may apply to your account and for opportunities to waive such fees.This checking
plan is avarlable for personal accounts only This s a limited time offer valid January 15 — February 8, 2003 at the new 5 Mile/Sheldon Banking Center and is subject to change.

alker/ Buzenberg

. fine furniture

) 240 North Main Street ¢ PLYMOUTH e (734) 459-1300

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 e Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 ® Sun. 1-5
*Wath Credit Approval & Minimum Payments Apply ® See Stove for Details
www.walkerbuzenberg.com

1The Gold MegaRewards monthly card fee ts warved for Energized Checking, Privilege Select, the Works Checking and Privilege Gold. The card fee is also waived if you use your
card three or more times each statement cycle for purchases at locations that accept MasterCard and/or point of sale locations wherever you see the MasterCard?, Maestro®,
STAR or Cirrus® logos
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OE08065335
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Guarantee -
See store for details
We take trades

on cameras
Bring yours in for free
appraisal

ADRAY

Camera

Dearborn ¢ Troy ¢ Canton

‘Get °100 R
and FREE
ShowBiz"

by mail when you buy the
Elura 40MC and CP-100

Canon

Canon Elura 40MC Digital
Video Camera

*999

680,000-pixel CCD, image stabilizer, precision
Canon optical zoom, color viewfinder, 2.0”
LCD Screen.

of skill level

Produce a great movie
in minutes - Regardless

Canon CP-100 Card Photo Printer

$19995

/

Canon

Digital

Canon CP-100 $ ]_ 9995

Photo Printer

Print beautiful color photos without a
computer! Direct printing from select
PowerShot digital cameras, high quality
dye-sublimation technology:.

modes,

Optura 200 MC

*1499

1.33 megapixel CCD, opti-
cal image stabilizer, preci-
sion zoom, four shooting

Canon

Video Format,

color viewfinder

and 2.5” LCD screen.

Prices good thru January 31, 2003

All Canon products include Canon U.S.A., Inc. Limited Warranty

"Get FREE ShowBiz"

Video Editing SOftwar € (Retail value $79%)
By mail when you buy the ZR50MC, ZR45MC or ZR40

Canon

ZZ40

Canon ZR40 Camcorder

*549

still pics, analog to digital converter, 2.5-in. LCD screen.

18x optical zoom/360x digital, image stabilizer, DV terminal, digital photo mode for

ZZ50

Digital
Video

Canon ZR45 MC

*599

18x optical/360x digital zoom, image sta-

bilizer, FireWire® DV  terminal,
MultiMedia Card and SD memory card
mode, 2.5” LCD screen. ZR45

o

Canon ZR50

Camcorder

22x optical/440x digital
zoom, night mode
image stabilizer, 2.5-in.
color LCD viewfinder,
shoot stills or video.

*699

Mini DV

Get *100 Rebate and FREE ShowBiz"

By mail when you buy the Optura 200MC and CP-100

o

Produce a
Great
Movie in
Minutes -
Regardless
of skill level

Detroit
Jazz CD

9 artists, 18
songs

« Johnny Trudell
° Dale Grisa Trio
¢ Larry Nozero
° Eastside Brigade ¢ Barbara Ware ¢ Matt Michaels
* Jack Brokensha ¢ Sounds Incorporated
* Bobby Brew Orchestra
All proceeds are for Dearborn Rotary and Rotary
International and their Polio Eradication Program

$ 1399

www.adraycamera.com

the
Price of
J ' Adray Quality
== Adray Processing
DigiPI'intS Canton Store only
On-Line Digital Photo “
Processing
at

Prints for

35mm develop &
print orders

Yashica Profile AF
Camera
$ 9 99
Was 59

Autofocusing point and shoot simplicity, glass lens,
built-in flash. 20 to sell.

www.adray.com or www.adraycamera.com

Adray Coming soon
Appliance [ Canton | Adray February 2003
TV * Photo and 1693 Camera Adray Ann
Sound N. Canton Center Troy Arbor
Dearborn : ‘) 734-844-9500 1905 E. Big Beaver 3215 Washtenaw
20219 Carlysle Cameras*Film ¢ Video*Film Processing * Digital 248-689-9500 734-663-9500
313-274-9500 9 Mon Thur. & Fri 10a-9; Tu.Wed. & Sat. 10a-6p Sun. 12-5p ) Camera items only  Camera items only

wcp) AT
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Tough times call for
more local attention

Gov. Jennifer Granholm last week announced she was
cutting the foundation grants to public schools, a move
she swore during her inaugural address she wouldn’t
make and one that could cost Plymouth-Canton schools
nearly $1 million.

The City of Plymouth and Plymouth Township late last
year lost tens of thousands of dollars in state revenue
sharing funds, and face the very real possibility of losing
between 10 and 20 percent soon, according to some
observers.

City Manager Paul Sincock has already told department
heads to curb their spending. Township Supervisor Steve
Mann presumably has done the same. You can read else-
where in this paper what the school district might do in
the face of such large cuts.

All three bodies have a lot to think about, a lot of plan-
ning to do in order to put together a cohesive plan of
attack in terms of setting priorities for spending dwin-
dling taxpayer dollars.

YOUR taxpayer dollars.

Never has it been more important for residents to take
an interest in what goes on at city commission, township
board and board of education meetings. These meetings
suffer from historically low attendance, with residents
choosing not to attend unless a controversial item is on
the agenda.

That means these boards set their priorities without a
great deal of input from the communities they were elect-
ed to serve. There’s an argument to be made for the “We
elected them, let them do their jobs” mentality. But not in
economic times this tough.

Do you think the school board should buy buses instead
of artificial turf for its football field? Think the city should
continue plowing streets instead of spending more money
on the cultural center? Think the township should pro-
vide some recreational opportunities rather than doing
streetscaping?

Residents all have their priorities, whether they've
made them known or not. When municipal budgets are
this strapped, it’s best to speak up, or you may never be
heard.

King Day deserves more
than simple lip service

It’s all well and good that Plymouth Township officials
have now bargained recognition of Martin Luther King
Jr. Day into all of its labor contracts, and that the policy
on holidays has been amended to give nonrepresented
employees that day off instead of their birthdays.

But township officials were for the second straight year
noticeably absent during the MLK observance conducted
by the Plymouth-Canton schools. Until township officials
actually take part in observing the day, all the bargaining
in the world will seem like just so much lip service.

Don't cut school funds

Local school systems got a jolt last week.

Gov. Jennifer Granholm announced that, unless the
Legislature acts, she would cut school foundation grants
by an average of $56 per pupil for this year. The basic
foundation grant is $6,700 per pupil.

Granholm acted because of a shortfall of $127 million
in the state’s $12.7 billion school aid budget and a state
law requiring a balanced school budget. The action fol-
lowed announcements that foundation grants would be
frozen for the next two school years.

The state Legislature has 30 days to act before
Granholm’s plan takes effect and the Democratic gover-
nor has said she is willing to work with the Republican-
dominated Legislature to find some solution to the prob-
lem caused by the steep decline in tax revenues.

State Rep. John Stewart (R-Plymouth) called
Granholm’s move “posturing” in an effort to motivate the
Legislature to delay planned reductions in the small busi-
ness tax and the personal income tax.

“The economy is expected to begin its recovery this spring,
which means tax receipts will start to grow;” Stewart said. “If
we put a pause on the reduction in the single business tax and
personal income tax, we can come up with a balanced budget”

Former Gov. John Engler has left a trap for the new
governor. Either she goes back on her commitment to
fully funding education or her commitment to staying the
course on tax reductions. g

It is now time for the governor and the Legislature to bite
the bullet and delay the planned tax reductions and restore
foundation grant funding. Our future is in our schools.

Mbserver

Part of HomeTown Communications Network™

Brad Kadrich | Todd Williams
Community Editor | Director of Advertising
Hugh Gallagher | Peter Neill

Managing Editor | General Manager
Susan Rosiek | Dick Aginian
Executive Editor | President
Jeanne Towar | Phil Power
V.P. Editorial | Chairman of the Board

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers.
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PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Judge Ron Lowe, left, and Tom Morse work on their carving, Sponge Bob, during the Plymouth International Ice Sculpture Spectacular celebrity competi-
tion last week. Due to the extremely cold weather, organizers made arrangements to keep the carvings around an extra week.

Condolences

I was so sorry to hear about the death
of Tedd Schneider. I met him when I
was running for (Canton) Township
trustee. He always impressed me as a
kind and fair person and a good jour-
nalist. He was a very easy person to talk
to and I know he cared a great deal
about the Canton community. He will
be missed around this town and I hope
his family finds the strength they need
to deal with their loss.

Tom Hartnett

Canton
Missing Tedd

The Canton community lost a dear
friend on Tuesday evening (Jan. 14,
when Tedd Schneider passed away.
Tedd really liked and understood
Canton and was a wonderful advocate
for our community. He was interested
in the whole community, not just the
“frosting” He wanted to know the peo-
ple, not just the “big names”

I remember the nights that Tedd suf-
fered along with the rest of the audience,
through long Canton planning commis-
sion meetings when the Observer had cut
back on staff - he saw to it that the
Planning Commission was covered by a
reporter — Tedd, the editor - on site.
Then the next night at the Canton Board
meeting -~ again, Tedd the editor - sat in
the audience to ensure that the news in
Canton was reported and important sto-
ries were covered.

Tedd was always fair in his editorials,
even if he didn’t agree with the Canton
board’s actions. He never sank to name
calling or innuendo in his opinions. He
strove to write accurate stories in the
paper, never trying to make fools of those
that he was reporting on. He understood
what a “hometown” newspaper was really
all about.

Tedd was always friendly and warm, he
was dedicated to his profession and his
job, and he served with dignity and
honor. He will be missed by us all. Peace
be with you, Tedd.

Melissa McLaughlin
Canton

Undermine our country

I can accept that some among us might
show hesitancy about a war with Iraq in
the next three or four weeks. Most of us
believe Saddam Hussein is in violation,
that he has threatened several peoples in
his area, and killed hundreds of thou-
sands.

But among those who dissent on the
timing of the start of the war, some are
parading and carrying signs that read,
“Blood for Oil.” Other sign carriers bare
“Bombs Equal Terrorism” and “Fight
Corporate Crime.” There is more than
dissent to be concerned about with state-
ments like these used in protesting.

“Fight Corporate Crime,” for example,
indicates the liberal ideology of the
planned economy. Socialists abound and
the thinking is un-American.

Socialism is slavery. If this is not
understood by the liberal mentality, fur-

LETTERS

ther education is suggested. The worst
condition of mankind is not war, it is
slavery.

It is no wonder that many Americans
are concerned with not only the lack of
patriotism, but the more than apparent
hatred of our country. The woodwork has
exuded many different groups who work
daily to undermine our “dream.” They
undermine and deny the Constitution,
the Bill of Rights, and dismiss limited
government and the free market as social
impediments of equality and sharing,.

Dissent. Venture your own ideas. If you
attack our country, our culture, our her-
itage, you should be suspect, guarded
against and feared. And when you pre-
pare your signs, learn how to spell!

Neil Goodbred
Livonia

More scandal

Phil Power expresses his outrage at the
seemingly inadequate and nonexistent
punishment meted out to the corporate
executives responsible for the recent
accounting scandals (“Wall Street
shenanigans made for a sorry story,” Jan.
2). Unfortunately, he failed to shine a
light on the largest accounting scandal in
the history of the United States and the
culprits behind it.

As of Jan. 2, the Bureau of the Public
Debt reports $3.6 trillion as publicly-held
debt in the form of treasury bills, notes,
and bonds. In addition, the bureau
reports $2.7 trillion of intragovernmental
debt. For the mathematically-challenged
in Washington, this totals $6.3 trillion.

In addition to underreporting the debt,
politicians lied about a budget “surplus.”
For the past few years, Americans were
told government income exceeded expen-
ditures for the first time in decades and
the government paid off some of its obli-
gations.

The government did pay off some of
the publicly-held debt, but at the same
time increased the intragovernmental
debt. From fiscal year 1997 to 2002, the
national debt rose each year from $5.4

. trillion to $6.2 trillion. I wonder how

much debt we would have accumulated
without the “surplus”?

Now if $6.3 trillion seems rather large,
brace yourself. Liabilities include all
financial obligations, not just the amount
of debt. For corporations, examples of
additional liabilities include retirement
and insurance benefits to be paid in the
future.

The Social Security Administration
reports their fraudulent trust fund has a
long-term unfunded liability of $25 tril-
lion while Medicare’s unfunded liability
stands at $17 trillion.

While future reforms such as personal
Social Security accounts and medical sav-
ings accounts could reduce these liabili-
ties, the lack of honest dialogue between
Republicans and Democrats offers little
hope for the near term.

To put this into perspective, Worldcom
overreported earnings by $7 billion while
Washington underreports its liabilities by
over $4.0 trillion.

But Washington’s accounting malfea-
sance doesn’t stop there. The General

Accounting Office discovered $17.3 bil-
lion in unreconciled transactions last fis-
cal year. This means the federal govern-
ment could not account for more money
than Worldcom and Enron misstated as
earnings.

In addition, Congress plays with the
books to avoid spending caps. When
trying to avoid the cap, Congress will
declare expenditures as “off-budget” or
classify them as “emergencies” or
“move” expenditures into the previous
year to free up more money for the cur-
rent year.

So while Congress attacks corporate
America and demands accountability,
they turn a blind eye to their own abuses.
Does this somehow forgive the deceit and
fraud committed by a few corporations?
Absolutely not. Executives should be
prosecuted and, if found guilty, thrown
into prison.

But at the same time, let’s send them
some cellmates from Washington. Let’s
restore confidence in the economy by
applying the same standards to govern-
ment officials as corporate executives.

Steve Sutton

Farmington Hills

DARTA was no solution

Your editorial on Jan. 9 lamented the
veto of DARTA, while admitting it wasn't
the solution to the metro area’s trans-
portation problems. DARTA was sup-
posed to study the transportation issues
in the metro area. There were two things
that DARTA was expected to recom-
mend: 1) That SEMTA and DDOT need
to be merged, and 2) Taxes need to be
raised.

The first is obvious to anyone that has
ever tried riding a bus in the metro area,
and the second is the same conclusion
made by all government studies. We need”
to create another fiefdom of patronage to
accomplish that?

Don’t mourn DARTA’s passing. It had
no mandate to improve anything. We
have enough politicians and bureaucrats
now. Let the “players” come to the table
now if they really have concern for the
citizens.

Tom Stenzel
Livonia

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and
content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Plymouth Observer
794 . Main
Plymouth, MI 48170

Fax:
(734) 459-4224

E-mail:
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

QUOTABLE
“When other people hear her sing, you don't get, ‘Aw, she’s so cute for a little girl," ... You get, ‘Wow!™”

- Bill Trail of Canton, uncle of young singer
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Could a Supreme Court ruling
re-segregate college campuses?

was serving on the University of Michigan’s
oard of regents in 1997 when the Center for
Individual Rights brought the now-famous law-
suits against our affirmative action admissions -
system.

In essence, the system gives extra points to
applicants who are minorities ... or who live in the
Upper Peninsula, or whose parents are U-M
alumni, or who have overcome things like physi-
cal handicaps, or who possess special skills like
running with footballs, or ete.

The legal basis for the policy is the Supreme
Court’s 1978 Bakke decision, in which the court
held (narrowly) that universities could take race,
among other factors, into con-
sideration when making admis-
sions decisions. Since then,
nearly all elite universities in the
country have, by one means or
another, skewed their proce-
dures to help minorities gain
admission.

The case will go to the
Supreme Court this spring. The
Bush administration last week
submitted a brief opposing affir-
- mative action. With a subject as

complicated and as emotionally
charged as this one, it’s important to sort out the
sense from the nonsense. Based on my experience
as a regent, this column tries to do just that.

The first issue is quotas. President Bush’s
spegch last week condemning the U-M’s policy
used the word “quota” three times and the phrase
“numerical targets” once. But neither the univer-
sity’s law school or undergraduate admissions sys-
tem work by assigning a “maximum number, as of
people, that may be admitted to ... an institution”
- the dictionary definition of “quota.”

As U-M President Mary Sue Coleman pointed
out, “It is unfortunate that the President misun-
derstands how our admissions process works.”
President Coleman was being, well, diplomatic.
President Bush (or his speech writers and
lawyers) understands perfectly well how the U-
M'’s system works; but he also understands (even
better) just how unpopular the word “quota” is
across the political spectrum. At best, the presi-
dent’s comments are disingenuous; at worst, they
are inaccurate and inflammatory.

The second issue is race and academics. The U-
M’s system for undergraduate admissions uses a
maximum of 150 points in weighing applicants. A
total of 110 points are possible for purely academ-
ic factors such as high school grades and overall
academic strength and standardized test scores.
Black, Hispanic or American Indian minorities
are awarded an extra 20 points, the same that can
be given to a low-income student, but applicants
cannot get points for both.

Critics of affirmative action argue that any
favoritism based solely on race is morally wrong

Phil
Power

With a subject as complicated and as
emotionally charged as this one, it's.
important to sort out the sense from the
nonsense. Based on my experience as a
regent, this column tries to do just that.

and that, in any case, assigning 20 admission
points (or 13.3 percent) to race is just too much.
And I must confess there is something intrinsical-
ly offensive about a system that arbitrarily awards
X admissions points just because of race. Clearly,
however, many very able minority students grad-
uate from crummy high schools, so it only seems
fair to find a method to avoid penalizing them for
an unfair K-12 school system.

So what about formulas? Most elite universities
give race some factor when making admissions
decisions, but they have avoided lawsuits because
they don’t set out explicit numerical formulas and
use imaginative ways to disguise what they’re
really doing. At the U-M, where a relatively small
admissions staff annually has to process some-
thing like 25,000 applications for 5,000 places,
using point scores and formulas seems to me a
practical but unfortunate expedient.

Does affirmative action admissions really
make a difference? In my view, yes and no. The
U-M certainly has been more successful in
achieving a diverse student body than most
other elite schools; undergraduates are now 8
percent black and nearly 5 percent Hispanic
and the law school is nearly 7 percent black and
4 percent Hispanic. But even a quick walk
around the Ann Arbor campus suggests that a
kind of student self-segregation is taking place;
black students tend to socialize with black stu-
dents, for example.

I believe most people agree the basic objective
of achieving a diverse student body is absolutely
right. The issue is how best to do it. Plainly, affir-
mative action-based admissions plans do it, but at
a cost. Those states that use President Bush’s pre-
ferred method, admitting the top 10 percent of
high school graduates willy-nilly, appear to have
had less empirical success.

At the end of the day, I fear that if the Supreme
Court throws out affirmative action in admis-
sions, the inevitable result will be the tragic re-
segregation of college campuses all across the
country.

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at
ppower@homecomm.net.

Follow your favorite
high school sports team
each week in the Observer

time to reflect on the life and ideals of
the civil rights leader and the history
that thrust him into the spotlight.

This year’s holiday comes at an odd conver-
gence of events that draw on King’s history
and speak to the never-ending conflict of
ideas in which King was so brilliantly
engaged.

On Saturday, thousands of concerned citi-
zens rallied to protest the
Bush administration’s
threats of armed conflict in
Iraq. Many of these protest-
ers believe passionately that
any war is wrong and
unnecessary. Others believe
that the motives for this war
against Saddam Hussein
and the people of Iraq are
questionable, driven more
by personal revenge and oil
profits than by the best
interests of the United States or the Middle
East.

Toward the end of his life, King was out-
spoken in his opposition to the war in
Vietnam. King argued that the resources
that were used to burn through the jungles
of Vietnam could be better spent on hous-
ing, food and education for those who
struggled to survive in this country and in
destitute places all over the world. He was
also concerned that a disproportionate
number of African-American young men
were being asked to make the sacrifice
(which is still true today).

King would probably have been at the
protest in Washington Saturday lending his
eloquent voice of caution and admonition.

Last week, the Bush administration filed a
brief opposing the University of Michigan’s
affirmative action programs in two cases
before the United States Supreme Court.
Bush, of course, said he was all for diversity
and fairness but that U-M’s program was “a
quota system” that is “racially discriminating.”

When evaluating students for admission
to its undergraduate school, U-M has a 150
_ point system. The weight of those points,
110, are for academics, 80 for grade point
average. It also gives points for high test
scores, attending challenging high schools
and taking a more demanding prep school
curriculum. In an effort to create more
diversity on campus and to right past
wrongs, the university awards up to 20
points for having an economically disadvan-
taged background, being an underrepre-
sented minority or attending a high school
serving a predominantly minority popula-

Hugh
_‘Gauagher

King's voice would be loud
today for peace and equity

onday was Martin Luther King Jr. Day, a tion. The university also awards one to four

points for being related to an alumnus.

This was too much for George W. Bush and
his conservative supporters. Bush favors a
system similar to that in Texas which awards
scholarships to all students who finish in the
top ranks of their high schools. Critics say this
system merely reinforces segregation by mak-
ing it more attractive for good minority stu-
dents to stay in less competitive segregated
schools.

This is especially a problem here in
Michigan, which has considerably more seg-
regated schools than Louisiana or Mississippi
according to a recent Harvard University
study. We don’t need a program that rein-
forces segregation.

We do need a program that emphasizes
fairness, opportunity and diversity. Will some
academically talented white students be beat-
en out for a position by an academically tal-
ented black student with slightly lower GPA
or test scores? Possibly. But they might also
be edged out by the son or daughter of an
alumnus, a graduate of a private prep school,
a student from a rural area or a basketball
player. Doesn’t the state and the university
have an obligation to address the broader
needs of society?

I think Dr. King would probably be
lamenting that a United States president
would make such disingenuous arguments
against the U-M admission policy while
offering nothing of real substance as an
alternative.

Last week we lost one of our own at The
Observer, Our Canton Observer editor, Tedd
Schneider, died following a battle with cancer.

Tedd was a compassionate conservative
before the president gave it a name. He
argued his positions congently and was an
important voice in editorial deliberations. As
Canton editor, he argued year after year that
Canton needed to do more to recognize
Martin Luther King Day. He argued that it
should be a holiday for township workers and
that the township should have special pro-
grams on race relations.

King Day has been recognized as a holiday
for the last two years in Canton. This year,
township employees attended three training
sessions on diversity.

Tedd would be proud that Canton has
stepped up and taken his views seriously. He
understood how important it was to make the
American Dream a reality for everyone.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of The Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at (734) 953-
2149, by e-mail at hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net or by
fax at (734) 591-7279.
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Open House
Thursday, January 30, 2003
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31 Years of Excellence

Dearborn Heights Montessori Center
466 N. John Daly, Dearborn Hts. Call (313) 359—3000

OB08065448

5:30-6:30 p.m.

Elementary/Middle School Information Meeting 6:30-7:30 p.m.

We offer highest quality:

¥ Preschool classes
¥ Kindergarten
¥ Full day child care
¥ Elementary school
¥ Middle school
& Summer programs

FREE ESTIMATES

(734525-1930
Our 28th Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
\91 9 MIDDLESELT » LIVONIA

OE08056578

EVERY ITEM UNDER $50
OR ON ANY 2 ITEMS

The Datl Faspital & Toy Saldier Shat
3947 W. 12 Mile Rd. » Berkley (248)543-3115
Mon-Thur 10-5:30 » Fri 10-8 # Sat 10-5:30

RARE APPEARANCE - WWE SUPERSTAR

STOI\IE COI.IJ
STEVE AUSTIN

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26TH ¢ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
$35.00 ANY ITEM

'84 WORLD SERIES CHAMP

DAN
PETRY

SATURDAY, JAN. 25TH
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
$3.00 ANY ITEM

Giblalta

TRADE CENTER, INC.

I-75 & EUREKA RD. §
(EXIT 36) TAYLOR [}

734-287-2000
GIBRALTARTRADE.COM

HOCKEY GREAT

BOBBY
BAUN

SATURDAY, JAN. 25TH }
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
$5.00 ANY ITEM
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| FRIDAY ADMISSION

WITH THIS COUPON

T

OE08064523

Fifth Third Equity Flexline™

Bye, Bye Bills. .
Hello Low Payment!

Borrow $10,000 for
: 36/\ MONTH

Y

Fifth Third
Equity Flexline

LOW PAYMENT
°

FIXED-RATE LOCK OPTION
)

CARD ACCESS

WA KIN one of 930 locations

CALL 3-888-797~§3§3 | VISIT 53.com

Fifth Third Bank

Working Hard To Be The Only Bank You’ll Ever Need?

*Upon qualification Payment shown 1s interest only based upon an Annual Percentage Rate (APR) of 4.25% as of 01-01-03, and a balloon payment may result.

Terms and conditions subject to change without notice When opened, the introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is as low as 3.74% for the first three months. ¢
Beginning with the fourth month, variable APR i as low as Prime + 0% and s currently 4.25% as of 01-01-03. Interest rates may vary and are indexed to the Prime

Rate as published on the fast business day of the month in the Wall Street Journal. Applicable interest rate varies depending on your credit qualifications

and loan-to-value ratio from a variable APR of Prime + 0% (currently 4.25% APR) to Prime + 4% (currently 8.25% APR). $5,000 initial draw required to

receive introductory rate The maximum interest rate will not exceed 25% or the state usury cetling, whichever is greater. $50 annual fee waived for one

EQUAL

year In Florida, documentary stamp and intangible taxes apply Terms and conditions subject to change without notice. No other discount applies. Consult  LevoeR
tax advisor regarding deductibility of interest. Fifth Third and Fifth Third Bank are registered service marks of Fifth Third Bancorp. Member FDIC.

PDFOE08065595 ¢
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and Brighton Area Kroger Stores.

Saturday Jan. 25, 2003 in the Howell
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Cats in competition

See Turkish Vans,
Norwegian Forest Cats,
Exotics, Maine Coons,
Oriental Shorthairs and
Sphynx, in addition to 40
other purebred categories at
The Midwest Persian Tabby
Fanciers Inc., cat show, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday,
Jan. 25-26 at the Ford com-
munity Center for the
Performing Arts, 15801
Michigan Avenue, Dearborn.
Admission is $5 for adults, $4
for senior citizens and $3 for
children. For more informa-
tion call Judy McDaniels at
(248) 681-4863.

Camp in style
More than 400 recreation-
al vehicles are be on display
at the 20th Annual Michigan
Camper, Travel & RV Show
through Sunday, Jan. 26 at
.the Pontiac Silverdome, 1200

28

Featherstone, Pontiac. Show
times are 3-9:30 p.m.
Thursday-Friday, Jan. 23-24,
10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 25 and 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 26. Admission is
$7 for adults and $3 for chil-
dren, age 6-14. (248) 456-
1600 for the Pontiac
Sliverdome.

Reel ‘em in

Learn the basics of ice
fishing and then try your
new skills on icy Wildwing
Lake (weather permitting) at
Kensington Metropark near
Milford and Brighton. The
fishing lesson starts at 10
a.m., Saturday, Jan. 25 at the
park nature center. The pro-
gram fee is $5 for adults and
$2 for children. Pre-register
by calling (800) 477-3178.

Music and comedy
Ron Coden performs folk
music and comedy, along
with bass player Steve Fava
and guité‘ﬁa&f&on Blight, at

8:30 p.m. Jan. 25, Feb. 1,8
and 22 at 0'Mara’s, corner of
12 Mile and Coolidge, Berkley.
No cover charge. Call (248)
399-6750 for reservations.

GALLERIES = THEATER 2 DANCE = DINING

Emerging artists

Ann Arbor Folk Festival spotlights performers with an edge

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

ever heard of 24-year-old singer/songwriter Erin
McKeown? That’s not surprising. David Siglin
prides himself on presenting up and coming per-
formers at The Ark so it’s no wonder this year’s Ann
Arbor Folk Festival offers adventurous programming
on Friday night in addition to legends like Taj Mahal
on Saturday, Jan. 25. Unfortunately, that concert’s
already sold out but Siglin isn’t worried. In fact, he’s
excited about the prospect of spotlighting emerging
artists on Friday, Jan. 24, at the Michigan Theater in
Ann Arbor.

“This is the first time in the 26-year history of the
festival we're doing it for two-days,” said Siglin, artis-
tic director of The Ark which puts on the folk festi-
val. “It’s hard on an audience to mix all those styles -
bluegrass, jazz, different eras of music. Over the
years, we discovered part of the audience doesn’t like
an edge, they’re more traditional. Friday night’s a lit-
tle more adventurous with progressive sounds of folk
and roots music.”

ERIN MCKEOWN

McKeown’s music is beyond categorization. Her
distinctive voice and sometimes quirky lyrics set her
apart. She’s especially fun to listen to. Distillation is
her debut CD. The recording process is as unique as
McKeown who combines pop, bop, roots, and Tin
Pan Alley in her music. Produced by David Chalfant
for Signature Sounds, the CD consists of originals
except for Rodgers & Hart’s 1940 You Mustn't Kick
It Around.

MecKeown grew up in Virginia where her mother
made her take piano lessons from preschool to her
early teens. It 'was then she picked up the guitar and:
started to think of herself as a musician. By age 14,
she was playing in a cover band and deep into the
bar rock culture. But it wasn’t until her student days
at Brown University that she began performing solo
and writing music.

“David was living in a farmhouse in
Massachusetts when he built a studio and we decid-

Linda
Chomin

Storytellers
warm the
heart

on a cold
January day

st people dread the cold
and boring days of
January, but not me. I
look forward to talking to the
storytellers featured in
Canton Project Arts’ annual
festival.

Storytelling is a way of life

Jeff Lang hails from Australia where he played slide guitar in
the blues band Chain before pursuing a solo career.

ed to record there,” said McKeown. “We worked in
whatever rooms were available. It’s a very simple
record. What you hear is what you get. When you're
recording you have to maintain separation. He'd
place someone in the kitchen and someone upstairs.
He placed us in stairwells, the bottom of a staircase.
You need to get as much separation as possible.

“For the new CD, we're utilizing the same philoso-
phy of listening to instruments in rooms. It was
recorded in a different Massachusetts farmhouse and
set for release in late spring. There’s a wide dynamic
range. It’s a lot of fun. I try to bring those things to a
live performance. Hearing it live is not all that differ-
ent from the recording. I just hope that people would
have a different appreciation for a wide variety of
styles. Look at people’s CD collection. You'll find dif-
ferent styles. People like different styles of music.”

PLEASE SEE FOLK FESTIVAL, B2

for them and they can’t help
interspersing tales into the
conversation. All I have to do
is ask a question and they’re
off telling me about growing
up across the street from the
Detroit Zoo.

That’s what makes the festi-
val so delightful. You never
know what you're going to
hear. As usual, organizer
Corinne Stavish has lined up a
variety of tellers for the festival
Saturday, Jan. 25, at Summit
on the Park in Canton.«

“It’s all new tellers present-
ing the oldest community-
based art form,” said Stavish, a
Southfield resident who will be
telling at The Ark during the
Ann Arbor club’s annual festi-
val Friday-Sunday, Feb. 14-16.

ANN ARBOR
FOLK FESTIVAL

What: The Ark For more information, call
presents its §73‘.*) aisé-wtoo. ll;ikg ezthzrz:srk
Zéth annual . oi;zlr‘; s;orirtneﬁ;glic(i)i]nes for
festival featuring children and adults.
Patty Griffin, _ “The audience is very much
Jeffey Gaines, hove difforent artisti styles
Erin McKeown, and represent different eth-
Jeff Lang, The nic and religious groups.
Ritter, B'”‘/ Jonas, Jones Clark to Laura Pershin
and Seth Bernard

PLEASE SEE STORYTELLERS, BS
When: 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24
Where:
Michigan Theater,
603 E. Liberty,
Ann Arbor
Tickets: 525, Call
(734) T63-TKTS.
For more
information,
(734) 761-1800
or visit The Ark
online at
www.a2ark.org

A

Barbara Jones Clark will share her
love of children's literature at
Canton Project Arts’ annual
Storytelling Festival.

to Paris

BY ELEANOR HEALD
CORRESPONDENT

Bistros, especially in the fifth and sixth dis-
tricts on the Left Bank in Paris, are legendary.

team. He cooks and she greets, serves and
runs the front of house with one, or at most
two, servers. Aromas of simmering meats or
Escargots sizzling in garlic butter, are instant-
ly warming on a winter evening. Tastes offer

French bistro food: Trip
isn't necessary

comfort. Ah, the delights of Paris!

Yet it’s all as close as a trip across the Detroit
River to Windsor and an unhurried dinner at
Elaine Bistro Francais, owned by Valerie and
Laurent Devin, who speak perfect English

They're small, generally with an ever-so-charming French accent. They
EATING OUT crowded andrunbya  do, however, answer the phone with the
husband and wife appropriate French greeting, “bonjour” during

the day or “bonsoir” in the evening.
Windsorites call the location the Old
Riverside neighborhood, 10 minutes from the

PLEASE SEE ELAINE'S, B6

Makes no difference as long as you take
time to put your feet up, get comfortable
and spend some time with us.
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FOLK FESTIVAL

FROM PAGE B1

Applications
available

JEFFREY GAINES

Pennsylvania singer/song-

Applications for writer Jeffrey Gaines’ mellow
Warren’s Art in the Park voice sets the mood for
are now available. romance. Far from a newcomer,

Art in the Park will be Gaines is still trying to climb to
held July 12-13 in Halmich the top of the charts with the
Park on 13 Mile between Feb. 11 release of his fifth CD
Ryan and Dequindre, just Toward the Sun on Artemis
east of Troy. Records. For more information,

see www.jeffreygaines.com.

“It’s going to be a real person-
al concert with just me and my
guitar and we can break for

For more information or
for an application, send a
stamped, self-addressed
business-size envelop to A.

Jeanne Zaroukian, 39346 conversation in between soulful

Bella Vista, Sterling ballads,” said Gaines. “When

Heights MI 48313. Or call I'm making music and writing

(586) 977-1837. songs I'm so often by myself
The entry deadline is with my guitar. That’s when I

May 10. slow down and hear the inner
Art in the Park is spon- voice.”

sored by the Warren Audiences can hear a variety

of influences in Gaines’ music.
He grew up listening to his par-

Cultural Commission and
Warren Tri-County Fine

Arts Inc. ents’ collection of Motown, Otis
Redding and Wilson Pickett
albums. In the 1970s, he fol-
lowed the music of Bread and
the Moody Blues and by junior
high school was playing with a

Plan your New Wave cover band before
weekend going solo. His early years
activities included tours with Melissa
Etheridge and Sting. Produced
each Thursday by Gaines and Mitchell Froom
with Arts & (producer of Elvis Costello and
Entertainment Bonnie Raitt), this fifth record-

ing promises to be a winner
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licensed or equivalent only
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who’s been on staff at The Ark
since 1968. “I listen to 1,300
demos a year and maybe take
25. They're the cream of the
crop. For the festival I'm look-
ing for somebody who can walk
out in front of 1,700 people and
knock them flat and whose
music is valuable. We're trying
to preserve roots and alterna-
tive music.

“At The Ark, we present a huge
variety of music seven nights a
week. I tell people look at the
Web site (www.a2ark.org). Pick
out the kind of music they like.
Try it. They'll like it. That’s the
essence of the club scene. The
Dixie Chicks played at The Ark
three times before they made it.
People who saw them here had a
chance to see them perform
before most even knew they
existed.

“Besides music we put on a
variety of events. We'll have a
musical play, North Country
Opera (Feb. 1-4), and our annu-
al Storytelling Festival (8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, Feb. 14-15
(adult), and 1 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
16,) with Corinne Stavish (a
Southfield storyteller) Friday
night. It’s all stories. Some play
an instrument and can tell 2
story in a song. Personally, 1
love storytelling. Most people
have never been to a story-
telling but storytelling’s been
around for thousands of years.
It’s like going to a movie with-
out a screen.”

with cuts like Falling Apart,
Without You, and Love Me.
Influences of all of the above
come together in Gaines’ laid-
back style and hooks in songs
like Beyond the Beginning.

“I'm heading toward opti-
mism,” said Gaines. “That’s
where the title of the album
came from. I want the sun on
my skin. I want to be happy,
alive, enjoy every minute. I'm
really beginning my life. Most
people have dreams all the time
but I'm living mine.”

JEFF LANG

Among the other performers
on Friday night are The
Waybacks and their mix of
mandolin, guitar, fiddle, bass
and percussion, Idaho-born
Josh Ritter, and Jeff Lang from
Melbourne, Australia. Inspired
by Leo Kottke, Bob Dylan and
Ry Cooder, Lang started play-
ing guitar at age 14 and by 20
was a slide guitarist with the
Australian blues band Chain.
Lang’s best known for his gui-
tar work but the audience will
enjoy his writing as well.

Siglin liked Lang’s playing so
much when he appeared at The
Ark in 2001, he booked him for
the Ann Arbor Folk Festival.
Siglin uses the same philosophy
to book the festival as he does
The Ark, a musical showcase
since 1965.

“At The Ark, some of the peo-
ple don’t even know who the

performers are,” said Siglin Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 9532145

“LAUGH-OUT-LOUD FUNNY,

high-octane action and a cool kangaroo!”

- Mike Sargent / WBAI RADIO

*“Hysterical! A laugh riot!”
“Your Kids il have
hopping good timet
“An action comedy for
the entire family!™

- Jim Ferguson / FOX-TV
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Jeffrey Gaines sets the mood for romance with his soulful voice.
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Chelsea’s Jeff Daniels promotes |

BY KURT ANTHONY KRUG
CORRESPONDENT

Actor Jeff Daniels says he
found it easy to work with the
writer and the director of Super
Sucker, the second film
released by Purple Rose Films,
headquartered in Michigan.

“We had a single vision,” said
the Chelsea-based actor, who
was promoting his latest film at
the Emagine in Novi last week.
“They all worked well together.”

Then again, it helps that the
lead actor, writer, and director
are one and the same.

“There’s really an advantage
to being all three,” said Daniels,
47, who wrote, directed, and
starred in Super Sucker, in
which he plays Fred Barlow, a
vacuum cleaner salesman who
decides to market his appliance
as a sex toy after he catches his
wife in bed with a vacuum
cleaner.

“I had a friend who was a
vacuum cleaner salesman,”
Daniels explained. “He had
plenty of stories. The passion
for his product had many comic
possibilities. Super Sucker had
such an outrageous story.”

Daniels thoroughly
researched the sales pitches and
the war stories of vacuum clean-
er salesmen. He even attended a
regional vacuum cleaner sales
convention. From that point,
the characters were born.

LOCAL ACTORS

He wanted to cast actors
from the Purple Rose Theatre

Company (with the exception
of Dawn Wells of Gilligan’s
Island), a non-profit profes-
sional theater he founded in
1991, which showcases the tal-
ents of actors, directors, play-
wrights, and designers from
all over the Midwest in
Chelsea.

“I knew from day one that I
wanted to cast this with Purple
Rose actors, so I wrote all of
these parts for specific people
out of that company,” says
Daniels. “I've worked with all
these actors and I know (their
strengths). I think if the per-
formances come to life then at
the end of the movie these are
real people...these actors really
delivered.

“They loved the chance to
make a feature film. They have
a great work ethic and passion
and talent for film-making.
Some actors from Escanaba in
da Moonlight and Super Sucker
appeared in 8 Mile (the
Eminem gangster movie filmed
in Detroit). That’s great. They
only get better and better. The
fun we had (off-camera) trans-
lates onscreen. There was
never a bad day; it was a joy to
go to work.” ..

This is Daniels’ second time
behind the camera. His first
time out was an independent
film production of his play of
the same name, Escanaba in da
Moonlight, released in 2001.
The indie flick was shown on
48 screens in Michigan and
Wisconsin, grossing more than
$2.3 million, scoring 202nd in
Variety magazine’s Top

Grossing Films of 2001,

Inspired by directors with
whom he'd worked — such as
Woody Allen, Robert Altman
and Jonathan Demme, Daniels
says he grew as a director his
second time around.

“I should get better as a
director. I know more,” he said.
“Im happier with Super
Sucker. It feels more like a
movie. The script was written
as a screenplay. It gave us the
complete experience (of film-

. making).

Riding on the success of
Escanaba, Purple Rose Films
stepped up Super Sucker,
increasing the budget to more
than $3 million compared to
Escanaba’s $2.2 million. The
crew grew by 40 percent and
there were 40 more speaking
parts in Super Sucker, com-
pared to the 13 in Escanaba.

One of the challenges direc-
tors face is needing more time
and money.

“You're always asking for
another week. Then you get
that week and then you want
another week.”

ACTING HISTORY

Daniels has been acting for
26 years. He attended Central
Michigan University (CMU),
where he majored in English
and minored in theater He left
CMU ayear early after the
playing the lead in Tennessee
Williams’ Summer and Smoke,
and joined the Circle Repertory
Company in New York in 1976.
He won widespread recognition

Don't be a sucker and see this movie

BY KURT ANTHONY KRUG
CORRESPONDENT

I certainly felt like a super
sucker after seeing Super
Sucker.

The second movie from
Purple Rose Films, Super
Sucker stars Michigan’s Jeff
Daniels — who also wrote and
directed this off-the-wall, low-
brow, unfunny comedy — as
Fred Barlow, a salesman who
markets his vacuum cleaner—a
Super Sucker—as a sex toy.

As Barlow, Daniels has red
hair and a cheesy red mustache,
making him look hauntingly
like Jeffrey Jones’ dull-witted
principal Edward G. Rooney
from the classic 1986 comedy,
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.

The movie, which was filmed
in Jackson, takes place in the
fictitious Johnson City where
the premier hotel is called the
Grand Johnson (insert sexual
tilt here) where Barlow along
with his team of underdogs —
all played by Purple Rose
Theatre vets (Daniels’ theater
located in Chelsea) Guy
Sanville, Sandra Birch, and
Kate Peckham — go up against
rival vacuum cleaner salesman,
sleazy Winslow Schnaebelt
(Harve Presnell, who appeared
in The Legend of Bagger Vance
and Escanaba in da Moonlight,
which was directed by Daniels),
whose red zoot suit makes him
look like a pimp.

A COMPETITION

Both Fred and Schnaebelt are

called on the carpet by the
company president after a fight
breaks out in a steakhouse.
Fred is advised to sell out to
Schnaebelt. However, Fred
manages to get another chance;
whoever gets the most con-
tracts in the next month gets
total distributorship of Johnson
City.

Taking fired steakhouse wait-
er Howard Butterworth (Matt

Letscher, TV’s Good Morning,
Miami) under his wing Fred
and his team set out to win the
most contracts.

They begin to fail miserably.
On his first sales pitch, Howard
even runs over a cat with a vac-
uum.

That all changes when Fred
goes home and hears the vacu-
um cleaner running and his
wife Bunny (Michelle
Mountain) screaming, Fred
investigates, walking in on
Bunny in the throes of passion
with...the Super Sucker!

Fred markets the drapery
attachment as the “homemak-
er’s little helper complete with
nap-nipper.” Sales go through
the roof. Even nuns want to
buy it and Fred’s salesmen end
up pitching it to prostitutes on
street corners.

Enter Dawn Wells of
Gilligan’s Island fame, in her
only scene, playing herself; she’s
the vacuum’s celebrity endorser
and feels that Fred’s way of mar-
keting the product is murdering
her reputation. She demands
that the company president
change it, especially since
Americans Against the Sexual
Abuse of Home Appliances
(AASAHA) called her.

It’s evident Wells has fun
poking fun at herself, stating
that Barlow’s actions are
besmirching the image of a
wholesome male fantasy pop
icon. When her lawyer says,
“We feel this is something
Ginger would have used,” refer-
ring to Tina Louise’s movie star
character on Gilligan’s Island,
Wells responds, “You got that
right”

This was the funniest scene
in an otherwise unfunny movie.
It goes downhill from there as
Fred demonstrates the attach-
ment for women at a country
club and his employee,
Leonard, (Sanville) dresses in
drag during his sales pitch.
Howard ends up sprinting
naked down the street with 20

feet of vacuum hose attached
to... let’s just say a very intimate
area. In short, it simply con-
sists of cheap, failed attempts at
sight gags and contrived one-
liners.

THIS IS HUMOR?

I'm no prude, but this movie
really crossed the line of good
taste. Raunchy doesn’t even
begin to describe it. It also
doesn’t know whether to be
subtle about its humor or bla-
tant. I was really looking for-
ward to seeing this, because I
like Daniels, but Super Sucker
left a bad taste in my mouth.

The $64,000 question I have
is: Why didn’t Daniels do
something along the lines of his
other movies — good movies —
like 1998’s Pleasantville or
1991’s The Butcher’s Wife? 1
know he’s on a shoe-string
budget but this is all he could
come up with?

The irony is Daniels — who's
shared the screen with Jack
Nicholson, Dennis Hopper,
Keanu Reeves, Clint Eastwood,
Reese Witherspoon, and Joan
Allen, among others — is
extremely talented. Ever see
him play George Washington in
The Crossing or serial killer
Buddy Noone in last year’s
Blood Work with Eastwood?
He has plenty of range as an
actor. While I didn’t care for
the content of this movie, this is
the second film he’s directed
and he’s come leaps and bounds
as a director since 2001’s
Escanaba. Let’s hope he can
pen a better script the next
time around.

Don't fret, if you're waiting
for a good Daniels film, Gods
and Generals, a prequel to
1993’s Gettysburg comes out in
a few months.

Rated R: Profanity; sexual innuendo;
brief nudity; sex with appliances

Rating: 3

SCHEDULED OPEN
FRIDAY, JAN. 24

DARKNESS FALLS
Kyle Walsh (Chaney Kley) must return
home to confront his troubled past
and save his childhood sweetheart
Caitlin (Emma Caulfield) and her
younger brother Michael (Lee Cormie)
from an unrelenting evil that has
plagued the town of Darkness Falls for
over one hundred and fifty years.
Directed by Jonathan Liebesman.
{Columbia Pictures) Rated R

SUPERSUCKER
Filmed in Jackson this is a hilarious
comedy at rival door-to-door vacuum
cleaner distributors Fred Barlow (Jeff
Daniels) and Winslow Schnaebelt
(Harve Presnell) as they battle for terri-
tory and survival in a winner takes all
contest. When perennial underdog, Fred

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Barlow re-discovers a long lost clean-
ing attachment, the contest turns as he
and his team of misfits determine non-
traditional uses for this attachment.
The result not only changes their lives,
it changes the home cleaning industry
forever. Other featured players include
Michigan native and Purple Rose
Theatre (a repertory theatre founded
by Daniels) alumnus, Matt Letscher
(currently on the television show, Good
Morning Miami) and Dawn Wells (played
Mary Ann on Gilligan’s Island). Written
and directed Jeff Daniels. (Purple Rose
Films) Rated R

CONFESSIONS OF A DANGEROUS MIND
This is a fictitious story about the
secret life of Gong Show host Chuck
Barris, including the time he spent as
CIA assassin "Sunny Sixkiller,” making
hits while under the guise of chaper-
oning the game show contestants who

have won vacation prizes. Stars Sam
Rockwell, Drew Barrymore, George
Clooney, Julia Roberts, Chuck Barris
(cameo), Matt Damon (cameo), Rutger
Hauer, Brad Pitt (cameo), Fred Savage,
Jerry Weintraub (cameo) (Leonard
Goldberg), Kristen Wilson. Directed by
George Clooney. (Miramax Films)
Rated R. Running time: 15 minutes. -

SCHEDULED TO OPEN
FRIDAY, JAN. 31

FINAL DESTINATION 2

Kimberly Corman and her friends go
on a road trip. When her friends die
in a horrific car accident, Kimberly,
along with some of the survivors, try
to stop death before it stops them.
Starring Ali Larter, Tony Todd, Michael
Landes, and A.J. Cook. David R. Ellis
directed this suspense film. (New
Line) Rated R

as Jed Jenkins in Lanford
Wilson’s Fifth of July. He won
a 1983 Obie Award for his one-
man World War I play, Johnny
Got His Gun.

He made his feature film
debut in 1981’s Ragtime.
However, his breakout role as
Flap Horton, Debra Winger’s
philandering husband was in
1983’s Terms of Endearment.

Some of his better known
roles include Ross Jennings
who had to overcome his fear of
spiders in 1990’s
Arachnophobia; SWAT cop
Harry Temple who was shot by
partner Keanu Reeves in order
to take him “out of the equa-

Jeff Daniels, as door-to-door vacuum
cleaner salesman, Fred Barlow, in the

movie Supersucker.

and Dumber with Jim Carrey.
He won critical praise for his

atest movie

ther Daniels nor Carrey are
appearing in the Dumb and
Dumber follow-up due out this
summer.

“It’s just two young guys
doing a dead-on impersonation
of us,” Daniels said. “If
(Carrey) decides to do a sequel,
T'll be involved.”

After Super Sucker, his next
film is reprising his role as Col.
Joshua Chamberlain in Gods
and Generals, the prequel to
1993’s Gettysburg.”

He also wants to continue
writing and directing for Purple
Rose Films. He has three more
ideas in mind.

“I was very happy with the

tion” when he was held hostage  portrayal of George regional success of Escanaba,’
by madman Dennis Hopperin =~ Washington in 2000’s The he said. “I want to continue to
1994’s Speed; and, of course, Crossing. make comedies. I'm always

Harry Dunne in 1994’s Dumb

Contrary to the rumors, nei-

looking for funny ideas.”
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National Amusements Star John-R
Showcase Cinemas at 14 Mile
322689 john R, Road
S b || M

i 0 One Unaer o admitted tor

M];T%ﬁgg:%r;ph & Rrated films after 6 pm

Bargain Matinees Daily.

AI?Shows wtibom, LISTINGS FROM MONDAY TUESDAY.
LCO nst}',n o ? 5“3“;‘ ?{l)g CALL FOR CORRECT LISTINGS,
*Late Shows Fri. & Sat & Sun.

NPDENOTESNOPASS |  wpkuNcATOOack
LORD OF THE RINGS (PG13) W NATI(()PNé\ilgECURHY
NP“T“:P'*AE";)Y""“N NP JUST MARREED (PG13)
e |
NP JUST MARRIED (PG13) "wﬁmﬁgz
NP KANGAROO JACK (PG) ABOUT SCHMIDT (R)
NPAGUYTHING(PGT3) | caTcHMEIFYOU CAN (Pclli)
TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG13
CALLFOR COM% LISTINGS AND GANGS OFNEW YORK (3
THE WILD THORNBERRY'S (PG}
LORD OF THE RINGS: THETWO

Showcase Pontiac TOWERS (PC13)

2405 Teiegr aph Rd. East side of MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG1 3)
Telegraph DRUMLINE (PG13)

83346171 HARRY POTTER AND THE

Bar%am Matinees Daily CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG)

» All Shows Until 6 pm

Continuous Shows Daily CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND

Late Shows Fri. & Sat, TIMES
NP DENOTES NO PASS _—

Star Rochester Hill
NP KANGAROO JACK (PG) 200 Barclay Circle
NP NATIONAL SECURITY (PG13) 853.2260

NP A GUY THING (PG13) No one under age 6 admitted for
NP mc%gm N PG13 & R rated fims after 6 pm
THE GANGS OF NEW YORK (R) | 1imone aeLow ARk £RoM DEC. 24,
TWOWEEKS NOTICE(PGT3) | catt FOR COMPLETELIST OF FEATURE,

THE WILD THORNBERRYS MOVIE
(76) AGUY THING (PG13)
NATIONALSECURITY (PG13)
CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND KANGAROO JACK (PG)
TIES JUST MARRIED (PG13)
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (PG13)
Showease LORD OF THE RINGS: THETWO
Westland 1-8 TOWERS (PG13)
6800 Wayne Rd., THE Mmlg"’fllil(zgzl)ﬂmﬂs

One blk S, of Warren Rd.

313-729-1060 TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG13)

Bargain Matinges Dally GANGS OF NEW YORK (R)

AIFShows Untl 6 pm MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG13)

Continuous Shows Daly DRUMLINE (PG13)

Late Shows Wed.Thurs. Fri. & HARRY POTTER AND THE
Sat. CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG)
NP mm No PASS STUDENT DISCOUNT KOW AVAHABLE
WITH VAUID SCHOOL T D,
LORD OF THE RINGS (PG13 CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
KANGAROO JACK (PG) TIMES
NP A GUY THING (PG13)
NP JUST MARRIED (PG13)
NP CATCH MEIF YOU CAN Star Southfield
NP NAT!ONA(I.PSGE‘&}RITY R 12 Mile between Telegraph
(PG13) and Northwestern, Off 1696
MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG13) 248-353.STAR
MWEEY(SNNLTTEI%E(P&B No one under age 6 admitted
(PEB) [ forpGT3 & Rraté fims ffer 6

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

pm

Saturday Night s Family Night at Star
Southfield Star Theatres is commmitted
to providing the best emvironment for

Stal' Theatres fomily entertamnment and to gnwumge
The World's Best Theatres sé%%fﬁ%fﬁ%ﬂﬁf%u
Bargain Matinees Dally $5.75 Al 1 PO and POPCORN to all i 16 and
Shows Sterting before 6:00 pm | under facompanied by a purent to
Now accepting Vin& shows atter 8,30 pm During our Fmally
MasterCard Saty:rl;!ggs,mmrs 16 yea,f a t;'mder
NP* Denotes No Pass parent after 830 ;r‘,ng u;]abﬁMv:m :nd
Engagement Dad and HEAD FOR THE MOVIES
i FOR SHOWTIMES AND TO PURCHASE
Stcar;a?{:!:ets %i?okpepsmcgrg:::g, TICKETS 8Y PH(Z)QIZEZCALL 248372
. ncsm"c‘ﬁn%? " YW STAR-SOUTHFIELD com
[l EVE
LISTINGS ARE FROM TUES 12/24, CALL
FOR CONPLETELLTINGS FOR COMPLETE UHIN/GS.
NP A GUY THING (PG13)
WML aharoae
NP NATIONAL SECURITY (P61
NPTHEHOURS(PGI(B) M oo oo
NP ANTWONE FISHER (PG13) “’mm‘)(ﬂ)
NP JUST MARRIED (PG13) O TR
NARC (R) (Pat3)
THESTHHOUR R ABOUT SCHMIDT
ABOUT SCHMIDT (R) m‘g{ﬂ;‘m{%
TREASUREPLANET (PG) |y i NoriCE pc13
(HICAGO (Pat3) D TR S
CATCH MEIF YOU CAN (PG13) 0
L0RD °,’o"vfm“s"2§é‘,§')m° GANGS OF NEW YORK ()
TWOWESNOTICEpery) | O OFTHERNGSZ THo
WILD THORNBERRYS MOVIE TOWERS (PG13)
) MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG13)
GANGS OF NEW YORK (R) m:ﬁg;‘#’;‘&“(‘;gﬂ)
MADINMANRATIAN pet3) | on b )
STARTREKCNENESS (ct3) | BAROREolene
DRUMLINE (P613) ()
THE HOT CHICK (PG] 3) PLEASE ONLY ONE TICKET PER D FOR
RO ) | Sttt
( ) PLEASE N0.0UTSIDE FOOD OR DRINK,
CALLFOR COMPLETELSTINGS p |~ CALLFOR COMPLET ISTSINGS AND
N b
:«1 ﬁ»ﬁ 3%%%’%

United Artists Theatres

Bargain Matinees D, for all

shois starting before 600 PM
Same day advance fickets

available.
NV~ No VP, tickets accepted
United Artists

West River
9 Mile,
2 Blocks West of Middlebelt
248-788-6572
OR VISIT WWW.UATC.COM

NATIONAL SECURITY (PG13) NV
A GUY THING (PG13) NV
KANGAROO JACK (PG) LNV
JUST MARRIED (PG13) NV
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO
TOWERS (PG13)

TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG13)
DRUMLINE (PG13)
MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG13)
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (PG13)

CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES AT 248-
788 6572 OR VISIT WWIW.UATC.COM
CALLFOR COM;LETE LISTINGS AND
IMES

United Artists Commerce
Township 14
3330‘Spm?vale Drive
Located Adjacent to Home Depot
Just North of the intersection of

14 Mle & Haggerty Rd
248-960-3801
or vistt WWW.UATC.COM
*All Stadium Seating
*High-Back Rocking Chaf Seats
*Two-Day Advance Ticketing

NATIONAL SECURTIY (PG13) NV
THE HOURS (PG13) NV
KANGAROO JACK (PG) NV
A GUY THING (PG13) LNV
ABOUT SCHMIDT (R)
25TH HOURL(R) NV
JUST MARRIED (PG13) NV
NARC (R) NV
CATCHMEIFYOU CAN (PG13)
ANTWONE FISHER (FG13)
LORD OF THE RINGS: THETWO
TOWERS (PGI3)NV
TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG13)
MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG13)
GANGS OF NEW YORK (R)
THE WILD THORNBERRYS (PG)
HARRY POTTER: CHAMBER OF
SECRETS (PC)

CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES AT 248-
960-5801 OR VISIT WWW. UATC.COM
CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Birmingham 8
Uptown Birmingham 8
211§, Woodward
Downtown Birmingham
248-644-3456
NP Denotes No Pass
Enga?ements
Order Movie ickets by phone!
Call 644-3456 and have your
VISA or Master Card ready! (A
51¢ surchar%e per transaction wil
apply to 2l telephone sales)
MATINEE MOVIES $6.00

NP THE HOURS (PG13)
INTACTO (R)
CHICAGO (M)

ABOUT SCHMIDT (R)

NARC (R)
GANGS OF NEW YORK (R)
FAR FROM HEAVEN (PG13)

CALL 644-FILM FOR INFORMATION

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Birmingham Palladium 12
Up Town Palladium 12

250 North of Old Woodward
Ave,
Downtown Birmingham
8-644-¥1

Featuring 12 stadium seating
auditoriums with sate-of-the-art
wallto wall curved screens,
Doy Digital surround sound
two gian concession stands, valet
parking, Little Caesar's Pizza,
Ray's fce Cream and the all new
Premiere Entertainment
Auditorium,

MATINEE MOVIES $6.00

NP NATIONAL SECURITY (PG13)
NP KANGAROO (PC)
NP A GUY THING (PG13)
NP 25TH HOUR R)

NP JUST MARRIED (PG13)
ANTWONE FISHER (PG13)
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (P13)
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO
TOWERS (PG13)

_ _
MD&%UM!:GNH?{;GA? 3()f'm) AMC Livonia 20
Haggerty & 7 Mile
T WEEKS NOTICE (P13 129909
MR Theatres CALL THEATRE FOR FEATURES AND TIMES
MR Brighton T are
Cinema 16 Ford Wyoming Driven Theatre]
8200 MURPHY DRIVE Deatbom
Located atsazg?éon Towne 313) 28:.6-.6?10
betind Home Depot Chxldré?sllndg anl:erze;ree
CALL (810) 88-FILMS #548 i
New 16(Screé)=.p State-of-the-Art- Hectic '"f}’ s
Cinema NATIONAL SECURITY (PG13)
Al Stadlumcrseeeaélsngmﬂ Big 1$PY (PG13)
Al Digital Sound KANGAROO JACK Sm
LISTINGS FROM TUES, CALLFOR GHOST SHIP (R
CORRECT FEATURES,
ANTWONE FSHER (PG13)
NP KANGAROO JACK (PG) HALF PAST DEAD (PG13)
NP A GUY THING (PG13)
DRUMLINE (PG13)
"”“”m“{ﬁ? (Pats) FADAY AFERNERT )
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (PG13) © NARC(R)
GANGS OF NEW YORK (8 PDNRIL
THE WILD THORNBERRY'S
™0 wg’ﬁswtfo(%cc)s (PG13)
LORD OF THE RINGS : THETWO | Cinemark Movie 16
TOWERS (PG13) The Best Seat !g TOF\{EH
MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG13) 28600 Deinced
e L) 8105588207
CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG) CARLY WEEK ESTINGS
MYBIG FAT ggx WEDDING AL FOR CORRECT FEATURES
BARBERSHOP (PG13)
CALLFOR COM;L%USTINGS AND BROWNSUGAR #GT9)
EIGHT CRAZY NIGHTS (PG13)
oty
MR .
Waterford Cinema I6 'ﬁ: %ﬂg%%i(g)
S.E. comer M- Rd? Williams Lake ,,‘ff,{‘,f, g’f(',fc))
24 Hour Movie Line (248) 666.7900
an 77mu(mzn STUARTLITTLE 2 (PG)
e
FREE REFILL ON POPCORN AND POP TREASURE PLANET (PC)
LISTINGS ARE FROM TUES 12/24, CALL XXX (PG13)
FOR CORRECT LISTINGS
‘ MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
NP KANGAROO JACK {PC) FIRST SHOW OF THE DAY 30¢
i i W Wt el
"ng}‘ﬁﬁ"mgm BARCAN TUESDAY AL SHOWS AFTRThE
CATCH MEIF YOU CAN (PC13) FRSTSHOW 410
GANGS OF NEW YORK (R)
THEWHDTHO{IR?;BERRYS MOVIE Madstone - Aﬁ% !‘i :
462 Briarwood Circle
TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG13)
NPLORD OF THE RINGS: THE 7349841000
TWO TOWERS (PC13) EARLY WEEK LISTINGS. CALL FOR FEATURES,

STARTREK: NEMESIS (PG13)

DRUMLINE (PG13) LORD OF THE RINGS: THETWO

MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG13) TOWERS (PG13)

HOT CHICK (PG13) EVELYN (PG)
DIE ANOTHER DAY (PG13) CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (PG13)
HARRY POTTER & THE nguﬂﬁf\wﬂ(k)
CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG) Lo,
CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND ON THE WATERFRONT
TIMES RIDA (R)
Visa & Mastercard Accepted ALL OR NOTHING ()
—_— MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING (PG)
T Emagine
ain at 11 Mi
Royal Oak Located in Fountaim Walk
2485420180 onthe south side fo 12 Mie Road
call T7-FILMS ext 542 1/4 Mile west of Novi Road
DISCOUNTED SHOWSH!

TC SE\)VAILABLEA?THSE gox NP A GUY THING Rgvmg%
OFFICEOR PHONE 2485420180 | NPNATIONAL SECURITY (PG13)
VISAAND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED | NP JUST MARRIED (PG13)

EVE[%PG)
NICOLAS NICKLEBY.(PC) CATCH ME IF YOU CAN “&PGB
ADAPTATION (R) LORD OF THE RINGS:
BOWLING FOR COLUUMBINE (R) TOWERS (7613
THE WILD THORNBERRYS (PG
CALLFORCOMPLETELISTINGS AND | MAID IN MANHATTAN (PC13
TIMES DRUMLINE (PG13
Children Under 6 Not Admitted ANALYZE THAT (R
—~—————— |HARRY POTTER & THE OH
AP 06
Maple Art Cinema I
4 §S W Maple, Westof | ANBE SVAM NR) T’h'?: |
Telegraph m&m Tm”!“ nguage
Bloomfield Hills elagulanguage
248-542-0180 18 ALL STADIUM AUDITORIUMS
DISCOUNTED SHOWSH DIGITAL SOUND
BEER, WINE & COCKTALS
THE PIANIST (R) Box Offie Opes ot 11:30 om
RABBIT PROOF FENCE (°G)
FRIDA (R
CALL FOR COMPETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES
S
Oxford 7 Cinemas, LL.C. ‘%@& - X
Downtown Oxford TN
Lapeer Rd. (M-24) s
(248) 628-7100 y Vo |
Fax (248)-628-1300 ’
DETROIT'S LOWESTFRSTRUN & | K
PRICES. L ¥
%
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PROFESSIONAL THEATER

Meadow Brook Theatre
Presents the Shaw Festival's
Candidaruns through Feb. 2 at
Witson Hall, Oakland University,
Rochester Hills. Tickets $19-$38.
Call (248) 377-3300 for perform-
ance times and ticket information.

CHILDREN'S THEATER

Avon Players
Presents, The Story of Hansel
and Gretel, 8 p.m., Friday-
Saturday, Jan. 24-25; 2 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, Jan. 25-26, at
1185 Washington Road in
Rochester Hills, one mile east of
the Tienken and Rochester
Roads intersection. $8. (248)
608-9077

COMMUNITY THEATER

Clarkston Village Players
Extremities, a drama by William
Mastrosimone, runs through
Jan. 25, 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, and 2 p.m.
Sunday, at the Depot Theatre.
$10 Thursday and Sunday, $12
Friday-Saturday. (248) 625-8811
or visit the Web site at
www.clarkstonvillageplayers.org

Farmington Players
Present a fund-raising gala to
celebrate their new theater,
evening includes strolling sup-
per, silent auction and perform-
ance of Noel Coward's Present
Laughter 6 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
25. Present Laughter continues
Jan. 31 to Feb. 22 with tickets
priced at $13, seniors half price
on Sundays. Show times are 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan. 31-Feb.
1, Feb. 7-8, Feb. 14-15, Feb. 21-22,
and Thursday, Feb. 13 and 20,
and 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 2, 9 and
16, at the new theater, 32332 W.
12 Mile, west of Orchard Lake
Road, Farmington Hills . Tickets
for the gala are $100 per person.
Call (248) 219-0800 or visit the
Web site at www.farmingtonplay-
ers.org

Ridgedale Players
Present Foxfire, a play with
music by Susan Cooper and
Hume Cronyn, 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, and 2 p.m. Sunday,
through Jan. 26, at the the-
ater, 205 West Long Lake
Road, between Livernois and
Crooks, Troy. Tickets are $12,
11 seniors and students on
Sundays; includes an after-
glow with sandwiches and
coffee after each perform-
ance. (248) 988-7049

H
i

Friday, Jan. 24. The show contin-
ues 8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 25,
Friday-Saturday Jan. 31-Feb. 1
and Feb. 7-8, and 2 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 26 and Feb. 2, at the play-
house, 34660 Woodward,
Birmingham. $15. (248) 644-2075

SPECIAL EVENTS

Farmington Community Band
Valentine Dinner Dance, 6:30
p.m., cocktail hour, 7:30 p.m. din-
ner, Feb.14, at Glen Oaks Country
Club, 30500 West 13 Mile,
Farmington Hills. $300 for table
of eight; $80 for two; $43 for
one. Reservations accepted until
Feb. 7. (734) 261-2202

Farmington Musicale
Presents a Valentine program
“Love - American Style" 12:30
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5, at
Hammell Music on Middiebelt in

Livonia. The program consists of " ;

a variety of piano and vocal
solos. Guests $3, Farmington
Musicale members free. (734)
421-0040 for Hammell Music.

Michigan Star Clipper Train
Tribute to Motown, 6:30 board-
ing, 7:30 p.m. departing, Feb. 28
on Pontiac Trail, just north of
Maple Road, Walled Lake. Three-
hour train excursion; five-course
gourmet dinner; musical and
narrative on Motown; reserva-
tions required. $72.50 per per-
son. (248) 960-9440

Oakland University
Celebrates African-American
Celebration Month continuing to
Feb. 20: 7 p.m. Jan. 25 Gospel
Choir Concert at Shotwell-
Gustafson Pavilion; Akanke:
African Dancers and Drum
Troupe 7-9 p.m., Jan. 31 at Varner
Recital Hall, Varner Half; Music,
the Souls of Black Folk, 8 p.m.
Feb. 4 at Gold Rooms, Oakland
Center; Step Afrikal, 8 p.m. Feb.5
at Pioneer Food Court, Oakiand
Center;
For Colored Girls Who Have
Considered Suicide When The
Rainbow Is Enuf, 8 p.m. Feb. 7-8,
10 a.m. Feb. 11-12 at Varner Studio
Theatre, Varner Hall;
The Voices of Black Folk
Expressed Through Poetry, 6:30
p.m. Feb. 10, at Honors College,
112 Vandenberg Hall; A Taste of
Africa Gala featuring music, art
and food, 4-8 p.m. Feb. 14, at
Recreation and Athletics Center;
Drum and Dance Workshop and
Crafts, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Feb. 17, at
Fireside Lounge, Oakland Center.
All events at Oakland University
in Rochester (248) 370-4345 for
more information.

Len's Lounge (pictured) appears with Corndaddy 8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 25, at Trinity House Theatre, 38840 W. Six Mile, Livonia. Tickets
are $10, (§7 theater members). Call (734) 464-6302 or visit the Web site at www.trinityhouse.org.

ists will even deliver your special
personal gift. The cost is $40. If
you wish to sing with the quartet
when the valentine is delivered,
the cost is only $20. To schedule
singers between 8 a.m. and 9
p.m. on Feb. 14-16, call (734) 981-
6342 or send e-mail to valen-
tines@WeSingBarbershop.com.
Orders will be taken to Feb. 11.

CLASSICAL

Ambassador Quintet
An interactive concert for chil-
dren ages 4-7 at 11 a.m. Saturday,
March 8, at the Farmington
Players Barn Theater,
Farmington Hills. $11. (248) 473-
1857 or (248) 473-1800
Cranbrook Music Guild
Debussy Quartet, 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 4, at the Sanctuary of Christ
Church Cranbrook, Cranbrook and

Lone Pine roads, Bloomfield Hills. |

$30, $15 students (248) 644-6352
Nardin Park United Methodist
Church

Glenda Kirkland performs 2 p.m. |

Sunday, Feb. 2, at 29887 West 11
Mile Road, Farmington Hilis. A
light reception precedes the
concert at 1:30 p.m. Free admis-
sion. (248) 476-8860

" Oakland University Dept. of

Music, Theatre and Dance
Presents Meadow Brook Estate
vocal group concert at 8 p.m.

The Hilberry Repertory Theatre Company continues their 40th season with Caryl Churchill's Cloud
Nine 2 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 29, 8 p.m. Thursday-Friday, Jan. 30-31, Friday-Saturday, Feb. 14-15, 8 p.m.
Saturday, March 1, and 8 p.m. Thursday, March 27, at the theater, 4743 Cass and Hancock on the cam-
pus of Wayne State University, Detroit. Directed by Plymouth resident Gillian Eaton, the play is a
wickedly funny examination of sexual stereotypes and the relationships between gender and status.
Tickets are $12-$20. Call (313) 577-2972.

St. Dunstan’s Theatre Guild of

Cranbrook
D.L. Coburn's The Gin Game con-
tinues 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday,
Jan. 23-25, at the theater, 400
Lone Pine Road, between
Cranbrook and Lahser roads,
Bloomfield Hills. Complimentary
parking with shuttle service
available from Christ Church
Cranbrook across the street. $13,
$it students and seniors. Seniors
free Thursday, Jan. 23. (248)
644-0527 or online at
www.StDunstansTheatre.com

Village Players
Open The Fantasticks 8 p.m.

wY2Znd Annual Valentiné Vf

Doo WOoP CONCERT‘“

Plymouth International Ice

Sculpture Spectacular
Continues to Monday, Jan. 27, in
Kellogg Park and throughout
downtown Plymouth.

Singing Valentines
A barbershop quartet from
Wayne Chapter of the
Barbershop Harmony Society will
serenade your sweetheart at
home, work or anywhere else
you choose in Wayne, Westland,
Garden City, Plymouth, Canton or
Livonia. In addition to the sere-
nade, the person receives a red
rose and personalized
Valentine's Day card. The vocal-

Jan. 24-25 and 3 p.m. Jan. 26 in
the Varner Recital Hall on the
Qakland University Campus,
Rochester. Tickets $12/general;
$10/seniors/OU Employees;
$6/students. For reservations
call (248) 370-3013.

Redford Civic Symphony
Famity Concert 3 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 9, includes selections from
Modeste Mussorgski, Ernesto
Lecuona, Meredith Wilson,
Joseph Haydn, and Leroy
Anderson. Featured artist is
Leah Dieht performing a horn
concerto, at Thurston High
School, Redford. No charge.

i

'

LECTURES/WORKSHOPS

Oakland University
The Cecchetti Council of America
holding its annual Ballet Day
from 9 a.m.-4:45 p.m. Feb. 9 at
Oakland University, Varner Hall in
Rochester. Cost of pre-registra-
tion is $20 for the first cfass and
15 for each additional class.
Walk-ins are $20 per class if
space is available. For more
information, call (248) 933-3765

Plymouth Community Arts

Council
Ice Carving Workshop, 9 a.m. to
noon or 1-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
25. Introduction to ice sculp-
tures. $35 for PCAC members,
$40 for non-members. A fee for
ice will be due at class time.
Class size limited call early to
reserve spot. (734) 416-4278.
Mandala Workshop 11 9:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Jan. 25, $65 for PCAC
members; $70/non-members.
Winter Art classes-begin on Jan
31, meet on any day of the week
and for all ages, for more infor- |
mation (734) 416-4278 or on the
website at-plymoutharts.com or
at the center at 774 North
Sheldon Road, Plymouth.

|
I
!
!

BENEFITS

'70s Bash
The Plymouth Community Arts
Council is holding its annuat din-
ner-dance and auction Friday,
March 14, at St. John's Golf and
Conference Center in Plymouth.
“Passions of the Past: A'70s,
Bash" is the theme of this year's
event that raises money for the
PCAC's educational and commu-
nity arts programming. $75. To
buy fickets, donate an auction
item or help the planning com-
mittee, call (734) 416-4278 %

Trinity House Theatre
Benefit concert featuring Jim |
Bizer, Lucy Webster, Jan Krist,
Stewart Francke, Jim Roll and
Ralston Bowles, 8 p.m. (doors
open at 7:30 p.m.) March 1, at
38840 West Six Mile Road,
Livonia. $15, $12 for theatre
members. (734) 464-6302

JATZ/BLUES

Larry Nozero Jazz Quintet
Performs 8 p.m. to midnight :
Monday at Mitch Housey's Food
& Spirits, Livonia. (734) 425-5520
or visit www. larrynozero. com.

Orchard Ridge Campus, Smith

Theatre |
Peekin’ at the Blues featuring |
Velma Jones at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 21
at 27055 Orchard Lake Road,
Farmington Hills. $15. (248) 522~
3422

Southfield Public Library

* Bluesman Robert B. Jones per-
forms 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 26, at
the Southfield Public Library,
26000 Evergreen. The program is
free, space limited. (248) 948-0470

MAKING CONTACT

Vince James Trio
Compari's, 8-11 p.m. Wednesdays,
350 S. Main, Plymouth, (734) 416
0100

WORLD/FOLK MUSIC

Mama's Coffehouse
Nick Page and Maggie Ferguson
(open mic at 715 p.m.) at 8 p.m.,
Jan. 25 at the Birmingham
Unitarian Church, 38651 North
Woodward, Bloomfield Hills. $10;
$8 senior citizens and children
under 16. Refreshments avail-
able. (248) 569-0965 for infor-
mation, (248) 626-4650 to
reserve slot for open mic.

Northville Arts Commission
The Sirens 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
26, at Little Genitti's Theatre, 108
East Main Street, Northville. $8.
Enjoyable for whole family. (248)
449-9950

Pat McDunn
Duke Humphries, 8-1 p.m. Friday,
Rochester Hills. No cover (248)
601-1100

Trinity House Theatre
Madison Green, 8 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 24; Len's Lounge and
Corndaddy 8 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 25; Jason Dennie, finger-
style quitarist, 8 p.m. Saturday,
Feb.1, and Messerly and Ewing,
8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 7, at 38840
West Six Mile, Livonia. (734)
464-6302

PROFESSIONAL DANCE

Detroit Dance Collective
Collage, a concert of contempo-

rary dances 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb.

15, and 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 16, in
the Maggie Allesee Dance studio
on the third floor of the Old
Main Building, Cass and Warren,
Detreit. $12, $10 students and
seniors. Limited seating (313)
965-3544

SOCIAL DANCING

Dance Elite Ballroom Studio
Ballroom/ Latin dance party 9
p.m. to midnight, DJ, open to
the public, Friday-Saturday,
Maple at Haggerty (inside
Bloomfield Avenue Shoppe 1),
West Bloomfield. $10, $9
Michigan Swing Dance
Association, singles welcome.
(248) 926-8522

Italian Cultural Center
Country Western Dance hosted
by Blackberry Creek Dancers at
7 p.m. Jan. 24. Line dance lesson
at 7:30 p.m. at 2811t imperial
Drive, Warren. $10 includes coun-
try dancing to DJ music, lesson,
snacks, soft drinks and coffee.
(313) 526-9432

Moon-Dusters
Ballroom dancing fo live bands,
featuring swing, fox trot, waltz,
cha-cha and Latin, 8:30-11:30
p.m. Saturday, Livonia Civic
Center, 15218 Farmington Road at
Five Mile, $5. (248) 967-1428.

Please submit items for publication in Going Places

to Linda Chomin two weeks in advance of event.

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, MI 48150 or fax (734) 591-7279 E

Chrystyna Nykorak’s 24 1/2- by
68-inch batik (pictured) is one
of the works in the "Designs
with Fiber” exhibit continuing
through Saturday, Feb. 8, at the
Padzieski Art Gallery in the
Ford Community and
Performing Arts Center on
Michigan Avenue and
Greenfield, Dearborn. The
artists are members of
Michigan Surface Design
Association and show wall
hangings, home decorative
accessories and wearable art.
For more information, call (313)
943-3095 or visit
www.dcacarts.org.

Rhythm "N’ Shoes
Weekly ballroom/ Latin dance
party with disc jockey, 9-1 p.m.
Thursday, 2172 Franklin Road,
north of Square Lake Road, east
of Telegraph, Bloomfield Hitls, $7,
$6 members. (248) 334-0299.
Troy High Schoo! Auditorium
Eisenhower Dance Ensemble 7:30
p.m. Feb. 7 at Troy High School.
Tickets $12/adults, $10/seniors
and $6/students. (248) 559-2095
White Heather Club
One hour progressive “West
Coast Swing" lessons every
Sunday taught by Glen Clark at 7
p.m. through February, 150
Vester, Ferndale. $6. Doors open
at 6:45 p.m. Free snacks and
beverages. (313) 521-6564
Wolverine Silverspur Dancers
Country Western Valentine's
Dance 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, at
2811 Imperial Drive (south of 12
Mile Road, east of Hoover),
Warren, $10 includes free lesson,
DJ dancing & snacks. (586) 573-
0668 or dij@comcast,net

COMEDY

Ann Arbor Comedy Showcase
Comedy Jamm Night! 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29. All tickets
$5. Jim McHugh: 8 and 10:30
p.m., Jan, 23-25; tickets $5-$10.
Kivi Rogers: 8 and 10:30 p.m.
Jan. 30-31, Feb. §; tickets $7-$13,
at 314 East Liberty, Ann Arbor

Clarkston Viliage Players
Present Commedy Night 2003

with storyteller Norm Stulz and
comedian Jesse James Lundy
7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. Saturday,

g 4

Feb. 1, at the Depot Theatre. $12.

(248) 625-8811 or visit the Web
site at www.clarkstonvillage-
players.org

Joey’s Comedy Club/Livonia

Every Tuesday night is open mic ;

night. The club also offers a
stand-up comedy class for
those interested in performing
and writing comedy, 36071
Plymouth Road, Livonia. (734)
261-0555

~1 Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle

Kevin Pollak Feb. 13-15, at 269

East Fourth, Royal Oak. For

Information call (248) 542-9900
Paisano's/Joey’s Comedy Club-
Dearborn

Tim Jones, Jan. 23-25; Mike

Green, Jan. 30-Feb. 2. Call for

times and prices (313) 584-8885.

MUSEUMS AND TOURS

Detroit Institute of Arts
Continues its Friday night pro-

gramming, at the museum, 5200 ©

Woodward Ave. With admission
$4, $1 children, no charge for
Founders Society members. Call
(313) 833-8499 for exhibition
information, (313) 833-7900 for
general information or visit the
Web site at www.dia.org
Detroit Science Center

>

Digital Dome Planetarium Show

continues on weekends, 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Monday-Friday, 10:30

a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, noon to )

6 p.m. Sunday, at 5020 John R,
Detroit. (313) 577-8400,
“www.detroitsciencecenter.org
Detroit Zoo
Kids will love The Arctic Ring of
Life, which features a 70-foot

see-through acrylic tunnel where -

polar bears swim around visitors.
$8 adults, $6 seniors and chil-
dren. For more information, call
(248) 398-0900 or visit the Web
site at www.detroitzoo.org. Now
open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. The
200 is at 8450 W. 10 Mile at 1-696
and Woodward, Royal Oak. The
Detroit Zoo is always looking for
volunteers. To volunteer or for
more information, call Sue
Kingsepp at (248) 541-5717.
Henry Ford Museum
Museum hours are 9a.m.to 5

p.m. Monday-Saturday, and noon _

to 5 p.m. Sunday. $8.50-$13.50.
(313) 271-1620. For IMAX ticket
prices and show times, call
(800) 747-IMAX (4629).

Meadow Brook Hall
Winter tour times are 1:30 p.m.
Monday-Sunday, and 12:30 p.m.
and 2:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday,
cost is $12.50, $8.50 seniors over
age 62, $6 children under 12,
children under 2 free; special
events include Tea on Tuesday
3-4:30 p.m. Jan. 21 ($30), space
is limited so call for reservations
(248) 370-3140, and a Family Fun
Day 10-11:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan.
25, for children to learn more
about the hall's vast collection
of china, prepaid reservations
and chaperones required, cost is
$12 per child (includes one free
adult), at Meadow Brook Hall on
the campus of Oakland
University, Rochester. For infor-
mation, visit the Web site at
www.meadowbrookhall.org

Plymouth Historical Museum
New permanent Abraham
Lincoln exhibit, Images of
Lincoln, acquired from Michigan
collector Weldon Petz, at the
museum, 155 S. Main. $3, $t stu-
dents ages 5-17, $7 a family.
Hours are 1-4 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday and Saturday-Sunday.
(734) 455-8940

Rochester Hills Museum at Van

Hoosen Farm
The 16-acre museum complex
tells the story of Oakland
County's earliest pioneers.
Admission includes tours of the
1840 Van Hoosen Farmhouse,
1850 Tenant Red House and 1927
Van Hoosen Dairy Barn. The
museum's new permanent
exhibit, A Lively Town, uses
more than 200 images and 100
artifacts to show the develop-
ment of the Rochester area. $5,
$3 children, students and sen-
iors. Hours are -4 p.m.
Wednesday-Saturday, at the
museum on Van Hoosen Road,
one mile east of Rochester
Road off Tienken. (248) 645-
4663 or visit the Web site at
www.rochesterhills.org/muse-
um.htm

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2003
! 4:00 and 8:00 P.M.
DETROIT OPERA HOUSE

i-! Tickets available at Opera House Box Office, Ticketmaster-248-645-6666
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members to agree to go forth lighter in his small car. That “I'm going to tell stories of girl I loved her stories.” a construction worker: He He dropped out of high
and tell stories. It’s become a was Tedd - always trying to my wacky family, very colorful Barb King thinks children of posed for underwear ads. school, Marriott said.
hobby. Some people bike,1do  help. tales of my father, who's a trick-  all ages will enjoy Canton There's been speculation As for his newfound

. chocolate and storytelling.” “Storytelling does a lot of ster, stories of my grandmother  Project Arts Storytelling that a real plot twist could celebrity, Marriott called it

’ Clark favors telling participa- things,” said Clark. “It helps who came from the old country  Festival. The township’s official be in store — that Marriott  “freaky.” He was amused by
tion stories, African American  with enunciation of words, lis-  to America for an arranged arts council has been hosting actually may be wealthy. various rumors circulating
stories and folk tales. tening skills. You can share a marriage at 17. She was a natu-  the event for five years. Asked about that possibil- about him, but also said he
Sometimes she’ll choose a child  piece of history through a story. ral-born storyteller. Every time “Come out and have a good ity, Berman was guarded. found it uneomfortable to dis-
from the audience to come up  It’'s something that will help I hurt myself or got into trou-  family time,” said King, who's “What we presented to close his limited education.
and help tell a story. someone get through the day. ble, she would put me on her overseeing the festival. “It’s a the American public in our Joe Millionaire has
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Raynor, who has a Jewish back- .

ground, to headliner Dan
Keding of Illinois, an interna-~
tionally known storyteller and
balladeer who performs at
music festivals throughout the
world.”

Clark and Raynor share a
love of children’s stories. Three
times a week Raynor leads sto-

rytimes for families at the Ann Summit on the Park, 46000 have these stories documented Millionaire, the reality him sound far from wealthy.

Arbor District Library, where Summit Parkway, Canton and recorded. I believe chil- series built on a lie. His trade was hard hit by

she’s a youth librarian. dren can figure who they are The female contestants the post-Sept. 11 economic
Clark began her career as a Tickets; $3 for the when they hear family stories - vying for the affections of slump.

children’s librarian in 1 ¢ 85 f why they are the way they are, Evan Marriott were told he's “A lot of the reason I did

Memphis. Today the Southfield p.m. perormance, 95 for who they are. That’s why they worth $50 million. the show is I had such a bad

resident coordinates media
services, and the gifted and tal-
ented program, for
Birmingham Public Schools.
She regularly uses storytelling
as an educational tool at new
teacher orientation sessions.

“I started reading stories to
children as a school librarian

about 20 years ago,” said Clark. my dear co-workers Tedd chooses instead to draw on her  family members over, that’s dent, told the Television marily a homemaker.

“I'd choose a new story every Schneider died. family for stories. Many of true of any immigrant family. Critics Association. “We weren't living in
week to read and realized as He was editor of our Canton  them are recorded on her CD, A My grandmother lived to 105 The women of Joe poverty but my parents
time went on I was tellingit. I = Observer and it was sad for all ~ Well Kept Secret, released a and was able to see her stories Millionaire are eager to take  struggled to make sure my

hadn’t thought about it until
one day a child asked how can I
read with the book upside-
down. Before long I started
going to workshops, joined a
Story League, which requires

“I get stories from every-
where,” said Clark, who's told
stories at the Detroit Institute

of Arts, Greenfield Village, The a problem on the playground. I also interspersing them with There's an evening storytelling Berman was asked ifthe  No. 3 show among adults 18
Ark, and Cranbrook Art encourage people to read a childhood. I grew up in the ’60s  show for adults. Sometimes I public would feel it had to 49 who earn $75,000 a
Museum in Bloomfield Hills. story then tell it. From Martin  across from the Detroit Zoo. think people think this is just been deceived when the year or more, behind NBC's
“There’s a world of children’s Luther King Jr. to the You could hear the lions roar at  for children but we all enjoy a show's finale airs Feb. 17. Friends and ER, the net-
literature to choose from. I like Holocaust to the Civil War - night. I try to capture that nos-  good story.” “I think the American work said.

to tell people who worry they children’s literature is so won-  talgia.” public is going to be On March 10, another
can't tell their child a story that  derful. Twenty years ago we Like Clark, Raynor believes Have an interesting idea for a story? extremely satisfied by the reality show, Married by
there’s no one (who) has amore  didn’t have what we have avail- in the power of storytelling. It~ Call Observer & Eccentric ending of this show, America, will take over the
special place in a child’s heart  able today.” helped her land that first job arts reporter Linda Ann Chomin extremely satisfied,” she Joe Millionaire 9 p.m. EST
than a mom and dad. I tell As a youth librarian for the after graduating from the at (734) 953-2145 or send e-mail replied. Monday time slot.

them to get a story they like. If
they don't like it, the listener
will be able to tell. I've read a
story 30 times before I'm ready
to tell it. I don’t tell it word for
word but try to remember cer-
tain phrases. I try not to change
the story, never the ending.

“Good storytelling with a
message is not for young chil-
dren. When there is a message I
don’t tell them, I let them fig-
ure it out on their own.”

Clark begins telling the story
of a man killed by a lion and
the sons who put his bones
back together so he can come
back to life. I can’t tell it like
she can but the moral of the
story is that a man’s never real-
ly dead until he’s forgotten.

I especially needed to hear

%

Laura Pershin Raynor draws on her
family's stories. Raynor grew up
across the street from the Detroit
Zoo and has plenty of “tails” to tell.

STORYTELLING FESTIVAL

What: Canton Project Arts
presents storytelling
for children and adults

When: 1p.m. for families
(recommended for children
ages 4 and up) and 7:30 p.m.
for adults Saturday, Jan. 25

Where:

7:30 p.m. show with tickets
available at the Summit.

Call: (734) 394-5193

this story last week as one of

of us. A couple of my co-work-
ers began telling funny stories
about “a group move,” during
which Tedd tried to jump start
one of the moving trucks with a
cable plugged into the cigarette

You don’t know how you will
help someone through a story.
A story can help someone solve-

Ann Arbor District Library,
Laura Pershin Raynor couldn’t
agree more about the wealth of
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children’s literature, but she

few weeks ago. A second CD,
All Dressed Up, recorded at Big
Sky Studio in Ann Arbor, is set
to debut in February. Both will
be available in Canton for $15
each.

lap and tell me a story.
“My stories have a cultural
Jewish feeling to them but I'm

University of Michigan.
“How I got started as a story-
teller is I lied in an interview
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E ospice of M ichigan thanks our
community for their support
* throughout the past year.

Duc to your efforts and generosity,
we offered comfort and care to
more than 7.000 patients awd their
loved onos.

Hospice of Michigan was also able
to offer an Open Access Policy that

for an cutreach library,” said
Raynor, who grew up in Oak
Park. “I was asked, ‘Do you tell
stories?’ and I said, ‘Oh yes, my
grandmother told stories all the
time. I got the job and I've been
telling stories ever since. In the
early 1980s, a storytelling ren-
aissance kicked off. I quit my
job as a librarian and hit the
road with a partner. I've been at
the Ann Arbor District Library
since 1990 and have continued
to tell all along.

“I felt my family needed to

love to hear the story of their
birth and stories like the one
about my grandmother coming
to this country. It was a trying
period in Jewish history, the
only way to get out of the ghet-
to in Russia was through an
arranged marriage. Once here,
they worked to bring other

come full-circle. At age 100 we
had a family party for her and
she sat with her hearing aid
turned up, listening to (her
family members tell her) the
stories she told them. As a little

good family event. You can
bring grandparents, aunts and
uncles. You can all enjoy it.

to Ichomin@ oe. homecomm. net
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Joe Millionaire
TV fib OK, Fox
network says

LOS ANGELES (AP) _
Fox executives are making
no apologies for Joe

He's really a $19,000-a~
year construction worker,
according to Fox.

“I think that when people
get involved in these
unscripted shows these
days, they know they're in
for a ride,” Gail Berman,
Fox's entertainment presi-

part in post-production pub-
licity, an indication they were
satisfied with the series,
Berman said Saturday.
Marriott, 28, already has
turned out to be more than

promos is accurate,” she
said. “We are not lying to
them.”

In a later session with
reporters, Marriott
described a life that made

year financially. I couldn't
afford a bed,” he said.

His parents are comfort~
able but not extremely afflu-
ent, Marriott said. His
father worked two jobs, as a
banker and teacher, and wa<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>