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April 1 breaking news:

M ayflower 
sold to 6  tribe’
I n v e s t o r s  i n v o k e  o l d  a g r e e m e n t

BY W .H. DEAN
As o f to d ay , the M ay flo w er H otel 

has a new owner. In an unexpected and 
startling turn o f events, a d istric t court 
ju d g e  a w a rd e d  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  
lo n g tim e  P ly m o u th  la n d m a rk  to  an 
un id en tified  in v estm en t group  know n 
sim ply as “The T ribe .”

“I ’m stunned,” reports a city official 
who prefers to rem ain anonym ous. “But 
i f  th e s e  in v e s to r s  r e f u r b is h  th e  
M a y f lo w e r  as f a s t  as th e y  to o k  
ow nership, then I ’m all for it.”

U sing a cen tu ries-o ld  agreem ent as 
leverage, “The T ribe” successfully sued 
th e  M a y f lo w e r ’ s o w n e rs , w ho 
reluctantly  turned over the keys to the 
building this m orning. L ittle  is known 
about the m ysterious investors, except 
th a t  m any o f  th e ir  c u r re n t  h o ld in g s

w ere  o b ta in e d  in  a s im ila r  m a n n e r , 
I n c lu d in g  a w e ll-k n o w n  m o v in g  
com pany ju s t last month.

A c c o r d in g  to  c o u r t  t r a n s c r ip t s  
le a k e d  to  T h e  C r ie r , th e  in v e s to r s ’ 
la w s u it  h in g ed  on an o b sc u re  tre a ty  
d a t in g  b a c k  to  1 6 2 2 . T h is  t r e a ty  
exp la in s how the P lym outh  P lan tation  
e ld e rs  trad ed  the rig h ts  to  the nam es 
“ P i lg r im ” an d  “ M a y f lo w e r” to  th e  
Ind ians, in exchange for land  righ ts to 
the  “M assa c h u se tts  E a se m e n t” ( la te r  
ex p an d ed  to  include all te rr ito ry  east 
o f the M ississipp i), and 40 bushels o f 
corn .

F u r io u s  s p e c u la t io n  is  r u h n in g  
r a m p a n t  th ro u g h  th e  d o w n to w n  
s h o p p in g  d i s t r i c t ,  a s  ru m o rs  f lo w  
f r e e ly  r e g a r d in g  w h a t p la n s  “ T he  
T r i b e ” m ay  h a v e  fo r  t h e i r  new

C E P  mascot picked
Bond issue in black and white, teams to follow

T h e  P ly m o u th -C a n to n  S c h o o l 
D istric t’s bond issue may be stuck in 
the mud, but the com m ittee to select a 
m ascot for the new CEP high school 
has already reached a decision.

T ask ed  w ith  c h o o s in g  a c re a tu re  
in d ig e n o u s  to  th is  r e g io n ,  th e  
c o m m itte e  f o u g h t  to o th  an d  c la w  
before finally  picking a w inner.

“ T h e  C E P  P o le c a ts  j u s t  h a s  a 
c e r ta in  rin g  to  i t , d o n ’t you th in k ,” 
says com m ittee co-chairperson Sharon 
Fusty. “N aturally , the team  color will 
be b la c k , w ith  s t r a te g ic a l ly  p la c e d  
w h ite  trim . H e re ’s the  b e s t p a r t —  
w hatever the score, we can alw ays say

By

W.H. Dean
Special April 1 reporter

we ‘skunked’ the o ther team !”
A costum e has been d es ig n ed  and 

o r d e r e d ,  an d  w il l  be w o rn  on  th e  
sidelines at every home football game.

T he  co m m ittee  w ill h o ld  a sec re t 
vote each week to decide who gets to 
w e a r  i t ;  th e  e a r ly  f a v o r i te  fo r  th e  
s e a s o n  o p e n e r  h a s  g o t to  be  J e r ry  
V orva.

Using a centuries-old agreement, members of an investors group known only as ‘The 
Tribe’ have purchased the Mayflower Hotel and plan to turn it into a casino, according 
to City officials. The above rendering is a preliminary sketch of what the refurbished 
Mayflower might look like, as described in The Tribe’s birch-bark press release. 
Electrically lit arrows and and a cash symbol would be added to the Main Street side of 
the hotel to help draw potential gamblers. Plymouth will b en efit, according to the 
release, with the creation of dozens of maintenance and parking jobs.

Community 
opinions

a c q u is i t io n .  A s o u rc e  c lo s e  to  th e  
investors was happy to provide details.

“ I t ’ s g o in g  to  b e c o m e  T h e  
M a y f lo w e r  C a s in o ,” he s a id . “ T he  
h o te l  w o u ld  be 
i m m e d i a t e l y  
g u t te d ,  w h ic h  
sh o u ld  ta k e  a ll o f  
f iv e  m in u te s ,  an d  
reappointed  in 17th 
cen tury  decor. The 
grand opening  w ill 
be re a d y  fo r  th is  
y e a r ’ F a l l
F estiva l.”

To com ply  w ith  
th e  g a m in g
r e s t r i c t i o n s  th a t  
re q u ire  c a s in o s  to  
be “f re e - f lo a tin g ,” 
the basem ent o f the 
h o te l  w il l  be  
f lo o d e d . O f f ic ia ls  
expect Tonquish  C reek to play a m ajor 
ro le  in  th a t  r e g a r d ,  a s s u m in g  th e  
M ayflow er is deem ed seaw orthy.

A lth o u g h  th e  o u t-o f- to w n  ow n ers  
w ill en jo y  g ig a n tic  p ro f its  once  the 
ca s in o  open s in  S e p tem b er, the  c ity  
w ill not be le ft h igh and dry. D ozens

o f new job s w ill be created  fo r locals, 
particu la rly  in the fast-g row ing  fie ld s 
o f slo t m achine m aintenance and valet 
park ing .

“ J u s t  w a i t  a n d  
se e  h o w  m u c h  
tra f f ic  th is  c a s in o  
w il l  b r in g  to  th e  
d o w n to w n  a r e a ,” 
assures our source. 
“Shuttle  buses w ill 
ru n  c o n t in u o u s ly  
b e tw e e n  K e l lo g g  
P a rk  a n d  o u r  
r e m o te  p a r k in g  
c o m p le x  n e a r  
L a k e p o i n t e  
s u b d i v i s i o n .  
P e o p le  w il l  b e  
p o u r in g  in  f ro m  
e v e ry  d i r e c t i o n ,  
lu r e d  by  th e  
p r o m is e  o f  e a s y  

m oney and cheap th r ills .”
T h o u sa n d s  o f  f la s h in g  l ig h ts  an d  

neon  sig n s w ill ado rn  th e  to p  o f  the  
bu ild ing , but p lans fo r a ro o ftop  h e li
p a d  a re  on h o ld  p e n d i n g  F A A  
approval.

T ’m stunned. But if  
X  these investors 
refurbish the 
M ayflow er as quickly  
as they took  
ow nership, then I ’m  
all for it.

-  A C ity  official
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Community opinions
Plymouth recreation:

Why just the Y?
Committee should further explore proposals for municipally run rec.

EDITOR:
Recently, I attended the Plymouth 

City Commission meeting because of a 
rumor I heard, eliminating The City of 
Plymouth’s recreation programs. Boy! 
was I shocked. It was true. The budget 
was only submitted to end September 
or December of this year? What are we 
doing? I moved here because of the 
quality of life Plymouth has to offer, 
w hich  inc ludes rec rea tio n . W hat 
happened to the democratic process of 
gathering information from our community before any decisions 
are made?

W hat is going to happen to Plym outh Soccer? The soccer 
program is run by The City of Plymouth recreation department and 
has 1,200 Plymouth Township and city children playing in the 

program (763 are from the township). The Soccer Club represents 
the largest youth recreation in the community. We are all volunteer 
coaches, assistant coaches, managers and parents.

I ’d first like to ask why our program has no representation on a 
com m ittee  th a t is d ec id ing  the fu tu re  o f rec rea tio n  in the 
community? Who will be running it. Also, why isn’t Tom Willette, 
the city’s recreation director, or at least a recreation professional 
from another community on this committee for input?

Can you give me an example in the 
S ta te  o f M ich igan  w here an 
agreement with a YMCA has worked 
or is working? In communities where 
th ere  is a Y M CA , the “Y ” is a 
com plem en t to the com m unity  
recreation program, thus providing 
m ore recreation  opportun ities for 
re s id en ts . H as anyone from  the 
committee contacted Mike Maisener, 
executive director o f the M ichigan 
Recreation and Park Association for

advice or assistance?
It’s my understanding that there are two proposals. One from 

the YMCA, and another outlining a joint recreation program run 
by the township and the city. Why isn’t this other proposal being 
looked at? Shouldn’t both proposals be evaluated at the same time, 
the pros and cons of each program weighted evenly against each 
other?

I would hope that the committee’s decision not be ru shed tha t 
both  p roposa ls  are re sea rch ed . I w ould  a lso  hope th a t the 
partic ipants o f all recreation  program s have a voice in this 
decision, because these are thejlrople this decision will affect.

RICHARD TEEPLE
Treasurer, Plymouth Soccer Club

■ hy isn’t this other
proposal being looked 

at? Shouldn’t both be evaluated 
at the same time, the pros and 
cons of each weighed evenly?

Mailed ballots not unconstitutional
EDITOR:
M ichael Khoury claims that communities such as Plymouth, 

P ly m o u th  T o w n sh ip  and  C a n to n  v io la te  th e  law  by 
au to m atica lly  send ing  ab sen tee  b a llo t req u ests  to  sen io r 
citizens. He claims this is creating a special class which is 
u n c o n s titu tio n a l. He u ses  th is  ta c tic  to  ra tio n a liz e  th e  
Plymouth-Canton Schools B oard’s rejection o f Jerry V orva’s 
offer to settle the appeal.

Khoury couldn’t be more wrong; First o f all, the rejection 
of o f the settlement had nothing to do with the Constitution. It 
was a m atter o f continuing the practice of discouraging seniors 
from voting on money issues.

Secondly, his analysis o f the legal issue is so far off base,

Tantalo irresponsible
Praise for Crier columnist

EDITOR:
Kudos to Erica D’Angelo for her excellent column regarding 

Jim Tantalo’s journalistic ability and judgement! {Into the fire, 
3/25/98.)

She hit the nail on the head when she referred to his lack of 
responsibility by retaining his anonymity, while he “wrote his 
viewpoints in an immature and distasteful manner.”

I sure hope she makes it to the national level of journalism. Her 
respect for responsibility, word choices and judgement would be a 
good lesson for some of our present “journalists.”

JANET CAMPBELL

I ’m w o ndering  i f  w e s tu d ied  the sam e c o n s titu tio n . If, 
how ever, he really  th inks he is righ t, it is h is duty, as an 
officer of the court, to spend his money and his time to bring 
these wrongdoers to ju stice  —  all those officials who have 
condoned such practices for all these years. M oreover, all 
those municipal attorneys who have advised their clients for 
all these years that the communities were justified in sending 
ballot requests to seniors probably should be reported to the 
A ttorney G rievance C om m ission by Khoury -— if  he really 
thinks he is right.

Somehow I think he will rethink his position and rely on the 
5th Amendment the right to remain silent.

STEPHEN H. BOAK

Letters to the Editor
Send your letters to the Editor to:

The Community Crier 
8 2  X Penniman Avenue 
Plym outh, M I 4 8 1 7 0

CrierNews@aol.com
A ll letters m ust be signed when sent to The 
Crier. When circumstances merit. The Crier will 
publish letters without names.
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D IA I_ @ IT
S h o p p i n g

H e l p  is onl y  a p ho n e  c a l l  a w a y ! lc |ir

A C /H E A TIN G

P u c k e t t  C o .
Inc.

412 Starkweather 
Plymouth,Ml(7 3 4 ) 4 5 3 - 0 4 0 0

• Air Conditioning •  Heating
• Plumbing •  Sewer Cleaning

• Visa •  Master Charge
• Night & Day • Licensed 

•  All Areas

A U TO  REPAIR

Affordable
D u lo m o N v e

Specializing in Ford

S t a r t e r s  ® A l t e r n a t o r s  
G e n e r a l  R e p a i r  

I m p o r t s  &  D o m e s t i c  
8 5 0 8  L i l l e y  •  C a n t o n

(734) 454-4804
Mechanics with a conscience

KEETH
•  H E A T IN G  •  C O O L IN G  

•  E L E C T R IC A L  
One Call For All 

(734) 453-3000
4 0 0  N . M a in  •  P ly m o u th

LENNOX
Since 1951 • FINANCING AVAILABLE
Free Estimates •  Licensed/lnsured 

VISA • MASTERCARD

DECORATING
SERVICES

• Painting
• Wall Papering ®Trim Moldings 

• Drywall & Plaster
free  estim ates/no ob liga tions  

p ro fess iona l w ork/fu lly  insured

(734) 451-0987

S N O W B LO W E R  R EPA IR

S A X T O N S
S n o w b l o w e r  R e p a i r

I A f"  Plus Parts 
I H Q  2 cycle powered units 
I v w  only, includes 
■ carburetor rebuild.

(Regular 49.95) 
587 W. Ann Arbor Tr. 
Downtown Plymouth
734/453-6326

$ ,

f .

A D D IT IO N S /K IT C H E N S

C w tty fe te  K itch en  
D e s ig n

Visit Our Showcase Kitchen Display 
Showroom Hours by Appointment

RAY R. STELLA
Plymouth's Hometown Remodeling Contractor
•Additions •  Fam ily Rooms •  Dormers 

•  Sun & G arden Rooms
747 S. Main • Plymouth
( 7 3 4 )  4 5 9 - 7 1 1 1

B A TH R O O M S

r i«■! ■  flOBI
| J P

1H O R TO N
P L U M B I N G

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Water Heaters 
Complete Service
Heating & Cooling

vS & m  Visit our new location!

(734) 455-3332
1382 S. Main Street, Plymouth

m  FURNITURE REFINISHING
“P r e s e r v in g  O u r  H e r i t a g e ”

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE
REFINISHING
331 North Main 

Call Jay Densmore 
(734) 453-2133

• Custom Finishing
• Repairs & Regiuing
• Caning • Hand Stripping
• Antique Restoration

F O R  T H E  B E S T  I N  P L U M B IN G  C A L L

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER  
RESIDENTIAL-COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES

7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 4 6 2 2

[
SINCE 1958 • PLYMOUTH

TR A V EL

World Travel Inc.
PMC CENTER 

42183 Ann Arbor Rd.(7 3 4 ) 4 5 9 - 6 7 5 3

Hours: Full Service
9AM - 5:30PM Travel
Sat. 10AM - 2PM Agency

o s
•V alentines 
•G et W e l l  

•T h ank  You 
•H appy B irthday

H O M E M O R TG A G E S

B usiness & P e rso n a l G ifts
THE GIVING SPIR IT  LTD.

748 Starkweather • Plym outh

7 3 4 - 4 5 9 - 4 5 0 6
I Serving the Community Since 1989 «

q
G r o u p  O n e

MORTGASE CORPORATION
Denise J. Sfcaffeld

M ortgage Consultant

Bus. ( 7 3 4 ) 9 5 3 - 4 0 0 0  
P ag er ( 8 1 0 ) 9 7 0 - 4 8 9 6

A IR  TR E A TM E N T A LU M IN U M  G U TTE R S

D U N L A P F L O W  R I T E
HEATING & COOLING INC. G u t t e r  C o m p a n y

A lu m in u m  Seam less  
G utters  &  D ow nspouts

eusnu mm mm  tseraar Alum/Vinyi Siding
• HUMIDIFIERS • AIR CLEANERS Soffit & Facia Trim

• AIR CONDITIONERS • FURNACES FR E E  E S T IM A T E S
SINCE 1949 ( 7 3 4 ) 4 S 9 - 6 2 8 0

( 7 3 4 )  4 5 3 - 6 6 3 0 Licensed &  Insured

B O R D E R S  & W A LLPA PER B U ILD IN G  & R EM O D ELIN G
Retail &  Commercial BUILDING A REPUTATION

G E E S
FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE 

IN HOME REMODELING
We Have the Area’s

Largest Border Selection R ichard
• In Stock &  Special Order Wallpaper ■ f s B r n r i  .

1 F R E E  S A M P L E S  J
• Special Order W indow 

Treatments Building and Remodeling
36143 Plymouth Rd. (at Levan) ( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 3 - 1 4 7 8

7 3 4 - 7 6 2 - 7 2 7 3 Licensed • Insured

A S S IS T E D  L IV IN G

m
M l t o n w d d

W alton wood Assisted Living 
Residence is designed to meet the 

individual needs of those who 
require assistance with the 

activities o f daily living, but do not 
need the skilled medical care 
provided in a nursing home. 

(7 3 4 )3 9 7 -8 3 0 0

C O N C R E T E

S l
y ~ jt t is t ic  ( j^ o n c ’iete

M A S O N R Y

•Pools & Restoration 
•Patios & Porches • Steps 
• Driveways • Foundations 

•Brick Pavers*All Type Repairs
Free Estimates 

Licensed & Insured 
( 3 1 3 ) 9 4 3 - 4 4 1 3

P U B LIS H IN

3

COMMA
W ith a  team -like  environm ent 

C O M M A , and  its on-staff m arketing  
consultants, artists, designers, 

writers and  photographers can help  

you build your publishing  
successes.

345 Fleet Street 
Plymouth, Ml 48170

7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 6 8 6 0

\ i d
- ftzr.ryjZtlhP
• Roofing
• Siding
• Decks
• Garages

J A M E S

F I S H E R

• Finished Basements
• Free Estimates
• insured

L I C E X S E 0
8 U 1 1 8 E K S ( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 5 - 1 1 0 8

& ASSOCIATES INC.

• Award Winning Landscape 
Designs & Installations

• Brick Paver Walks, Patios 
S. Driveways

(7 3 4 )4 5 5 -1 3 5 0  ■ = *
website: www.markjbaidwin.com

J L

V i t i ACE....."I.......
'98

N ow  A ccepting Reservations
• S t u d io  ‘ St u d io  D e l u x e  

• O n e  B e d r o o m  » T w o  B e d r o o m  
• I n d e p e n d e n t  L iv in g  
• I n d e p e n d e n c e  P l u s  

N orthv ille  Rd. South  of 5 M ile 
734-453-2600

V A C A N T LA N D

M O O D
REAL ESTATE COMPANY

S pecia lizin g  in 
Farms & Vacant Land 

A lso  R esiden tia l 
B uilding S ites

( 7 3 4 ) 8 7 8 - 4 6 8 6
Over 30 Years Experience

i H
BBS

B id w e ll
e l e c t r i c

•Service Changes  
•Circuits A d d e d  

•Rem odels  
• N ew  Construction 

•Free Estimates
( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 1 - 7 4 4 9

I Licensed • Insured §

http://www.markjbaidwin.com

