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S O M E  T H IN G S
W E ’D  L I K E  T O  L E A V E  T O  T H E  

A M E R IC A N S  O F  2 0 7 6 :
W e ’d  l i k e  o u r  g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  t o  h a v e  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  

t o  i n s p i r e  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  g u i d e  t h e m .

o u r  n a t i o n a l  s h r i n e s .

T h e  a w e s o m e  G r a n d  C a n y o n ,  t h e  g r e e n  f o r e s t s ,  t h e  s n o w - c r e s t e d  m o u n t a i n s ,  

t h e  r o l l i n g  w h e a t l a n d s  a n d  t h e  o c e a n s  d a s h i n g  u p  o n  o u r  r o c k y  s h o r e s .

A n d  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m  a n d  

o u r  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  —  a l l  o f  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  a  l i g h t  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  f o r  t w o  c e n t u r i e s

T r u e ,  w e  c a n ’t  p u t  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  a  t i m e  c a p s u l e  f o r  o u r  c o u n t r y m e n  o f  2 0 7 6 .

' B u t  w e  c a n  r e s o l v e  t o  u s e  t h e m  w i s e l y  a n d  c a r e  f o r  t h e m  w e l l .  A n d  t o  t e a c h

s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  p a s s  t h e m  o n ,  a s  t h e y  w e r e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  u s .  '
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As we celebrate our nation’s birthday this year, we also mark 
two other anniversaries important to our community.
It was 150 years ago , in 1826, when the first white child, George 

Anson Starkweather, was born in Plymouth. His parents William 
and Keziah Starkweather had fashioned first a bark and sapling 
leanto and then built a log cabin on their property on the 
southwest corner of where Ann Arbor Trail and Main Street in
tersect now. The Mayflower Hotel is currenty located on that 
spot.

A century later, in 1926, leaders of the community assembled a 
drive to raise funds fo r/ ‘a new and modern hotel”  in Plymouth. 
The successful project led to the hotel’s opening in November,
1927. This group of local fundraisers included such local notables 
as: Paul Wiedman, Carl Shear, Sid Strong, Edward C. Hough, 
Charles Bennett, E .J . Allison, Rev. F.C . Leferve and John 
McLaren. They felt that a first class hotel was important to the 
vitality of a community.

H O T E L  m  M O T O R  I X X
8 2 7  W .  A n n  A r b o r  T r a i l  4 5 3 - 1 6 2 0  

P l y m o u t h ,  M i c h i g a n  4 8 1 7 0
i

F e a t u r i n g :
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See the p a ra d e

11:40 a.m.
firew o rks at B u rro u g h

Th e  Plym outh Jaycees w ill begin the annual 
Fourth  of Ju ly  Parade, Sunday at 12 :30  at 
Main Street and Theodore . Leading o ff the 
procession w ill be the  Jaycee Banner followed 
by the V FW  color guard .

N ext w ill be parade M arshall, James T .  
H yslo p , the British Consul in Detroit \vho w ill 
be making his final appeareance in a Plym outh 
parade. Next w ill comO Mayor Joe B id a , Jaycee 
President Phil Soper and his fa m ily , and the  
P lym outh  F ife  and D rum 'C orps.

Justice  G . Mermen W illiam s w ill fo llo w , along 
w ith  U .S . R ep . Marv Esch , State Sen . Carl 
Purself, State Rep . R o y  Sm ith and State Rep . 
Thom as B ro w .

Com ing next w ill be the Brigadiers, D istric t 
Judg% Dunbar D avis, D . E d . Pierce, P lym outh 
Tow nsh ip  Supervisor J .D . M cLaren , Sheriff 
W illiam  Lucas and G regory Dean .

B icentennial Com m ission members w ill 
fo llo w , along w ith  the Danish Band , John 
Sm ith 's elephants, the P lym outh Chamber of 
Com m erce retail f lo a t , the Plym outh Chamber 
o f xCom m erce board float and the Green 
Thum b F lo a t.

Charles Dehoe's 1921 "J** F ire  Engine w ill 
come next fo llowed b y  antique cars (which w ill 
appear throughout the parade) the Clan M cRae 
Pipe B an d , Indian G u id es , the Canton HN orth- 
ville  and Plym outh Y M C A  flo a t, Indian 
M aidens, and the P lym outh  K iw an is f lo a t .

T h e y  w ill be fo llow ed by the M ayflow er 
Hotel's English ta x i , Cub Scout Pack N o . 8 5 4 , 
The P lym outh  Business and Professional W o

men’s Club flo a t , Je rrry ’s B icycles and the Mil
ford High School Redskin Marching Band. 
The  Garden C ity  Tw irle ttes w ill come- next, 
fo llowed by the United Assem bly of God float, 
Parents W ithout Partners float, Cub Scout Pack 
N o . 1539 flo a t, the Shawn Q uilter Derby car, 
Don V anA tta 's  1931 A lfa  Romeo Replica and 
Doreen W ilson’s horse and riders.

G ary Jean w ill fo llow  in a 1929 L inco ln , 
then the Troubadors of T a y lo r, Plymouth 
Grange N o. 389 float, V FW  Mayflower 
A u x ilia ry  f lo a t w ith  "M iss Poppy” , League of 
Women V o ters’ f lo a t , the DeM olay No. 1999 
f lo a t , the Order o f Rainbow No33 an the 
Eastern Star N o. 115.

The  Tri-C lub . L ions Youth  Band w ill come 
n e xt, followed by the F irst Baptist Church of 
P lym outh ’s f lo a t , the Plym outh Towns & 
Country 4—H flo a t , Everett L .  Salow’s 1936 
and 1942 Deere Antique tractors, the Tonquish 
T ra il Riders 4-H Club -21 horses and riders. 
: Coming next w ill be a McDonald's Restaurant 
flo a t, the Canton Chiefettes, the Plymouth 
Com m unity Band and the Redford Prancers.

In succession w ill be the Plym outh Rotary 
flo a t, Boy Scout 'Troup N o. 743 , the Huron 
V a lley G irl Scout Council, the Plymouth 
Jun io r F ife  and Drum Corps and S t . Peter’s 
Lutheran Youth  Group float.

The Hood fam ily  horses w ill fo llow  along with 
Dave’s Carpet Cleaning, the C ity  of Plymouth 
F ire  Department and the Plym outh Township 
F ire  Department.

Bringing up the rear of the parade w ill be 
bicycles and kiddle floats.

The Plymouth Jaycees wish, to thank the 
following community members and friends for
their cxntributlons that will make this parade
and fireworks possible.:

Antique Auto Restoration
Audette Office Supply McCarthy, James, Atty.
Austin -Vacuum .Cleaner McCully Egg Co.
B & F Auto Supply • .McKeon-Noling Real Estate Inc.
Robert Bake, Realtor McDonald’s
Bail Drug Service McLaren Sitkworth
Tivador Balogli, Architect McMurrray Ins. Cd.
Bathey Manufacturing Co. Manley', Bennett & McDonald
Beautiful People Hair (•‘orum March Goodyear Tire Com.
Bed'll Stead Marcus Auto Sales
Bee Jay’s Pizza Marquard, Robert O.D.
Beitner Jewelry Inc. Massey Cadillac
Beyer Rexatl Drugs Master Collision Shop
Bill’s Market ■ Mayflower Wine Shop
Bluford Jewelers . Mayflower Hotel

; Bowles, Geo. E., A tty. Me & Mr. Jones
Box Bar , Merle Norman Cosmetics
■Cadillac Drapery Mel’s Golden Razor
Cal’s Standard Service Merriman and Assoc. Inc.
Chuck’s Standard Merritt, Joe, Insurance
N & J Clock Restaurant Meyers, Ron - Architect
Cloverdale Farms Dairy Mich. Nat’l. Bank of Detroit
Colonial Cleaners. Inc. Midas Muffler Shop
Colony Car Wash Muriel’S Doll House
Courson Upholstery Myron’s Barbershop
Cricket Box National Bank of Detroit
Cu tting Quarters National Concrete Products Co.
Daly Drive In No. 1 Nawrot Inc. Pendelton Shop
Damsel Salon Norman’s Shoes & Apparel
Dean Engineering Old Friends Menagerie
Del’s Shoes * Olson Heating & Air eoilditiong
Detroit Edison Palace Fine Roods
DiVeto Electronics Paneling Unlimited
Dick’s Pine Crafts Parkway Vet Clinic
Draugelis, Ashton & Scully Party Pantry
Dunbar Davis Pease Paint & Wallpaper Co.
Early American Shop Inc, Penniman’s Market
Fltec Corp Pilgrim Party Store
Emery Air Freight * Pilgrim Printer ,
Fvenson’s Shell Plymouth Bbqk World
Fiesta Motors Inc. Plymouth Community Credit Un
Final Touch ; Plymouth Drapery
C.L. Einlan & Son, Inc. Plymouth Glass Co.
•First Fed. Savings & Loan Plymouth Metal Detectors
first Nat’i. Bank of Plymouth Plymouth Office Supply
Fish Barrel Plymouth Plant Shop
P isher-Wingard-Fortney Agency Plymouth Products Co.
Dr. Fred Foust Plymouth Radiator
(iatco Corp Plymouth T.V. Service
Glassline Inc. Plymouth Travel Consultants
Gould’s Cleaners Plymouth Vacuum & Sewing
Graham -Culotta Architects Pick o’the Wick
F.H. Green Post, Smytlie, Lutz & Ziel
The Green Thumb Rafferty, Frederick CPA
Heide’s Flowers & Gifts Saxton’s Garden Center, Inc
J.B. Ffolden Co. Schrader Fuenral Home
James C.Houk 7-Eleven Store
House of Glamour * The Silent Man
James M. Jahara John Smith of Plymouth
Juyman’s Fashion Boutique Spartan Warehouse
Jennnotte Pontiac Sun Plastic Coating
Jerry’s Bicycles -Surety Federal Savings
John’s Boron Stereo Rama-Inc*
Joy Book Store Sutherland and Yoe
Kay’s of Plymouth S &■ W Hardware
Kehoe Antiques Taits Cleaners ■
Kerr.Wattle & Russell John E, Thomas, Atty
Keim Realty Thompson McCully
Kobeck Stride Rite Bootery Top Drawer
Kresge, S.S. Town Foods
F & M Bookkeping Travel Centre
Laurel Furniture Co. Vico Products
Dean Lcnhei.sor, Accountant Village Body Shop
Tents Clothing - Wayside Gift.s ...
Tittle Angels Shoppe Walton Barber SI'OP
Tittle Professor Book Center Western Electric Co,
Lorraine's Dolls , Wlltse Community Pharmacy

Jaycee Page' Courtesy of The Community Crier
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H a n d s  a c ro s s  the sea

re
When you picked up this edition of The Community Crier, you probably 

noticed a difference.
It’s a lot thicker, a lot mcfre colorful, than The Crier that lands on your 

doorstep.every other week. .
Later this year, to mark the opening of the new First National Bank of Ply

mouth building on Main Street, a time capsule will be placed in the bank’s 
cornerstone . This edition of The Crier will be sealed in the papsule .

In 100 years, the capsule will be opend. What our descendants find then will 
be the most complete chronicle of our cornmunity ever assembled in news
paper form.

In these pages, along with the regular weekly edition, of The Crier which 
begins on page 19, you’ll find histories of Plymouth and Canton, pictures of 
our past, a look into the future of our community and some thoughtful mes
sages from the most prominent businesses and industries of our community.

I t’s all here in the largest edition we’ve ever published. It took us more than 
two months to produce it and we hope you like it.

Additional copies are available at The Community Crier building, 572 S. 
Harvey St.

Time Capsule

Cover by 
Cynthia Trevino

t h e  C o m m u n ity

Published each Wed. 
at .572 S. Harvey St. 
Plymouth, Mich. 48170 - 
Carrier delivered: $6/ yr. 
Mail Delivered :. $ 10/yr. 
Mailed at Controlled 
Circulation rates, 
Plymouth, Mich. 48170 T h e  s t o r y  b e h i n d

4 t r e e s

o u r
On the government grounds 

of Plymouth, England, are four 
Imperial Locust trees and on the 
government grounds of 
Plymouth, Mich, is a Rock 
appropriately encased in its own 
monument located between our 
City Hall and Library.

It all began when the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of Ply
mouth, England, came here to 
join with us in the celebration 
of our City’s Centennial in 
1967:
The Lord Mayor and his asso

ciates brought With them a rock 
removed from the steps used by 
the Pilgrims upon their embarca- 
tion to America.

The past mayors of Plymouth, 
Mich: provided the monument 
in which our Plymouth Rock 
is encased.

Local citizens responded to 
this impressive gesture of friend
ship by sending four Imperial 
Locust trees to be planted on 
the municipal grounds of Ply
mouth, England.

Then, all the physical elements 
necessary were present for an . 
annual ceremony relating to our 
Rock and Trees.,

In 1968, in conjunction with 
our July 4th parade, British

Consul General Roy McGregor 
visited our City for the purpose 
of joining in our celebration of*- 
our separation from England. 
Mr. McGregor waited at our 
Rock monument as' our parade 
approached our City Hall. The 
The parade stopped at ,the Rock 
and ” or Mayor Jabara joined 
Mr. McGregor at the Rock. 
Mr. McGregor expressed Lord 
Mayor Lowe’s regret at not 
being able to be present and 
then read the Lord Mayor’s 
letter stating our four Imperial 
Locust trees are doing very well 
in their new home in Plymouth, 
England.

Mayor Jim Jabara expressed 
our City’s . appreciation and 
friendship and invited Mr. Mc
Gregor to join him in leading our 
4th of July parade.

This cerembny of friendship 
and respect for each other had 
become an annual event and on 
this Sunday, July 4, 1976, 
we will have marked the ninth 
time of continuous observance.

Many of our local citizens 
have visited and observed our 
Imperial Locust trees in England 
and our City has nrTurn, been 
visited several times by resi
dents of Plymouth, England.

t h e  H a r o l d  G u e n t h e r  F a m i l y
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AARP to lead sing-a-long

Our in song 
url

ONE Y E A R  A FT ER  this pictute was taken, Plymouth High School b&med 
down. The Methodist Church, seen behind the trees to the left, also burned, 
but determined parishioners rebuilt a small meeting house within 18 days.
(Photo by Davis Hillmer)

%  N A T I O N A L  C O N C R E T E  P R O D U C T S  C O M P A N Y  $
W  "CONCRETE FOR PERMANENCY’' i f
M  . CONCRETE PIPE PRECAST MANHOLES C r( g 939 S. M IL L  - P L Y M O U T H , M IC H  - GL. 3 -8 4 4 8
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The final program of the Bicentennial-in-the-Park Series Thursday July 1 
will feature a concert by an all-girl Danish Band, as well as music by the Ply
mouth Community Band and a sing-along led by the American Association of 
Retired Persons.

The program, open to all area residents„will begin at 8 p.m. in Kellogg Park. 
In the event of rain, the concerts and sing-along will be held in the Salem 
High School auditorium. «

Eighty girls from Copenhagen will be giving their first American concert, 
as they begin a U.S. tour with the Plymouth park performance. Three perfor
ming units - stage band, concert band, and fife and drum corps - compose the 
touring group. The girls, age 12 to 21 will be staying at Plymouth homes from 
June 28 through July 5. They will also march in the Plymouth Fourth of July 
Parade.

The Plymouth Community Band, under the direction of James Griffith, 
will share the spotlight with the Danish girls during the evening concert. This 
will be. the second in the community band’s series of 1976 summer concerts. 
They will continue performing in Kellogg Park every Thursday night through 
July 29.

When the bands break for intermission, the park audience will be able to 
participate in a bit of Bicentennial nostalgia. Fred Bradley and members of 
the. Plymouth-Northville American Association of Retired Persons will lead 
the crowd in an old-fashioned sing - along sheet, ‘‘Our Heritage of Song’’ with 
27 patriotic and popular favorite from 1780 to 1950.

The AARP has printed copies of “ Our Heritage of Song” , which will be dis
tributed to the audience to refer to during the sing-along and to keep as Bic
entennial souvenirs.

Members of the AARP will be present to help start .the park singing, but the 
entire audience will be encouraged to  join in the Bicentennial spirit and sing. 
Piano accompanist for the sing along will be Fanny Bear.

The Plymouth, Northville, Canton, Novi League of Women Voters will be 
set up in the park from 8 p.m; to 9 p jn . for a final evening’of-voter 
registration. Residents of the City of Plymouth, Canton, and Plymouth 
Township may register during that time.

The Bicentennial-in-the-Park series is being sponsored by the City of Ply
mouth. Arrangements have been handled by the Community Bicentennial 
Commission.

e a t  a t  V F W
The Mayflower VFW Post and Auxiliary No. 6695 will present its annual 

Fourth of July “ Inflation Fighter” Dinner at the VFW Hall, 1426 S. Mill 
St., from noon to  6 p.m.

Dinner will include a half barbecue chicken, baked potato and sour cream, 
cole slaw, roll and butter and a beverage, all for $2,75.

1 \ ■ tit
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TH E W ILLIAM S BROTHERS ran this canning factory near the intersec
tion of Pearl and HolbrOok. This photo was taken in 1914. Old timers remem
ber the business being called the “ tomato factory.” (Photo by Davis Hillmer)

( C O1
4401 GOCfW. OMVt • PUMOUIH, MCH 4M70 m: 3W-465-9W • 455-1770

m

B R A S S  R IN G  P R O D U C T IO N S

NOT THE ROCKS OR C H IEFS , but the PEARLS was the name of one of 
the original Plymouth high school baseball teams back in the 1890’s. The 
Team was started by a group of high school boys before the Plymouth 
schools had an officials baseball squad. The Pearls played most of their games 
on Saturday afternoons, against teams from Farmington, Northville and 
Wayn« their means of transportation from town to town was horae-drawn 
lumber wagons. The first official record of a Plymouth Rock High School 
baseball team was in the early 1920’s, according to the yearbooks of that 
time. Pictured in this shot of the 1895 Pearls are: top row from left John 
Herdeman, Charles Riggs, Sam Spicer, »core keeper Bert Ray, Reg Oliver, and 
Arthur Todd. Bottom row from left, Arthur Briggs, William Peck, George 
Smith, and Floyd Allen. (Photo courtesy of the Plymouth Historical 
Museum) ■ ■ ■ . ■> .
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s
BY HANK MEIJER

With apologies to Sam Hudson, from whose comprehensive history of.Ply
mouth much of this was gleaned and the late Nettie Dibble, who wrote a
four-part series on local history for the Plymouth Mail in 1959.*

Long before Plymouth existed before William Starkweather built a cabin of 
saplings and bark in 1825 where Main Street now meets Ann Arbor Trail, 
before a lone French ,or English trapper traced a path along a bank of-the 
Rouge River, there was only Bob-o-quah. -

At dawn or sunset, several time a year, perhaps since ancient times bands of 
Indians- would assemble solemnly here before Bob-o-quah, a square black 
stone, as if to worship the Great Spirit. The setting was recalled by an early 
settler. Beneath a circle of pines on a hillside, he said, the Indians, probably 
Ottawas or Potawatomls, recited verse or a story. To mark the conclusion 
of their ceremony, they passed a pipe.

The stone, is gone today. No one is sure even which hillside in this gently, 
rolling country was the setting of the mysterious assembly , though histo
rians mention both the slope behind the town’s old cemetery on York Street 
and the rise, where Indian bones were found where the Presbyterian Church 
stands today. The Indians didn’t live here, and after the ceremony, they 
moved on, following well-traveled paths which today include Ann Arbor Trail 
and North Territorial Road. No one lived here until 1824, when William and 
Allen Tibbits settled on 800 acres in western Plymouth Township, out hear 
where Beck now intersects North Territorial. A year later, Starkweather built 
his cabin and brought his wife and infant son here from New York state. 

Land was cheap and fertile and the Erie Canal with its steamboat traffic 
meant Michigan was no longer isolated from the bustle of the eastern sea-.- 
board.

Iri the 1820’s, Michigan was a land of promise for those easterners, William 
Starkweather and his family were soon joined by other settlers, who built 
a cabin near his, and near where Main now intersects Mill Street. Stark
weather’s settlement was “Podunk” to those who passed through on the line 
between Detroit and Ann Arbor, while the other was “Joppa.”

Some of those early settlers gathered at Tibbits’ barn (still standing today) 
one day in 1827 to organize their fledgling community. They talked about 
naming it after one of the exotic Chines cities which Americans were just 
learning about* or, inexplicably “ Leroy.” They decided on Leroy, with Ply
mouth as their second choice if the other were already taken.. Apparently, it 
was, and in 1827 Plymouth Township was organized’.

The' Rouge offered a source of water power where flour could be ground 
and lumber milled. Detroit was a burgeoning center of trade as the western 
terminus of Lake Erie shipping and in Ann Arbor a new university was grow
ing. On the,stage route in between was Plymouth. With its mills for local far
mers and its midway location, the town grew, its patchwork Main Street, 
offering, board and lodging to travelers and tools and staples for farmers.

By 1840, there were ?eVen communities in Michigan with populations of 
more than 2,00.0. Flint and Lansing and Grand Rapids were little more than 
trading posts, but Plymouth, with a population of 2,163, was ranked along 
with Detroit , Ann Arbor, Jackson, Tecumseh, Adrian and Ypsilanti, Today 
only Tecumseh is smaller. ,

By 1850, the square black.Bob-o*quah had disappeared. The nation was 
soon to be caught up in Civil War and Plymouth residentSiOperatihg a major 
northern station of the Underground Railroad , helped ferry runaway slaves 
from the south up through Detroit and to freedom in western Ontario.

The City of Plymouth took shape for the first time when it was incor
porated as a village in 1867, the same year the proposed Detroit and Howell 
Railroad was granted permission to run its line through the community. /  

Small factories here made potash and cheese and iron plow points and 
Plymouth became a center for marketing wool after a carding mill was built 
on the Rouge.

The trains arrived in 1871, with east-west and north^outh tracks cfiss- 
crbssing in Plymouth. The Main Street of merchants and professional offices 
which grew up between Mill and Ann Arbor Trail appeared.in the eyes of 
some city fathers destined to take second place to where the rails met, Near 
the train depot grew Old Village, a block of shops on Liberty Street and 
cafes and a hotel to serve rail passengers who stopped there on trips between 
Detroit .and Western Michigan and Toledo and Flint,

Although Old Village - then called Lowcrtown - flourished with the tail- 
road traffic, the railroads ' didn’t shift the center of commercial activity. 
What they did do, as every resident who has ever waited for a train might 
surmise , was changed forever the life in Plymouth.

One of the 18 passenger trains that pulled in and out of Plymouth every 
day was stopped short one summer morning in 1907 in the worst tragedy the 
Plymouth area has ever seen.

An eastbound Pere Marquette Railroad train carrying passengers from 
Ionia bound for a picnic on Belle Isle, rounded a sharp, high banked curve 
four miles west of town and collided with a westbound freight.

The “Salem Wreck,” blamed finally on misread train orders, claimed 33 lives 
and injured 200 others.

In 1887 a young Plymouth man, William F. Markham, took out a patent for 
a toy air rifle. He’d been making the toy wooden guns for two years, although 
whether he or Charles Roe, another Plymouthite, or someone else first 
conceived of the idea of using compressed air in a toy rifle has never been 
determined. Cont.on p, 53

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S  I N  P L Y M O U T H

S I N C E  1 9 0 4

r  a  c l i  t  i  c  
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F o r  t h r e e

f a m ily  h a s  s t r iv e d  d a ily  to

; ' <*L , ■

p ro v id e  t h e  h ig h e s t  d e g re e  

o f t h o u g h t fu l, c o n s id e r a t e

a n d  p e r s o n a l s e r v ic e .
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How long does it take you to

do your hair 
* mornings

Debbie Williams

* swimming 
*or tennis 

before that

You need a

Pat Daniels

care free
a

hairstyle!
Carol Niemiec Dolly Ettenhofer

Call for an appointment.
459-2880

■  ...... ........ ....................

450 Forest, Plymouth 
{across from Cloverdale)

26 years in this community

It is the elegance of paint arid 
wallcovering that changes 

a house into a home.
We Carry

f
We discount all our wallpaper

*Clocks and mirrors 
•Unf.nirt.ed furniture. *Deeoratiue waM hangings

•Picture frames 8. pictures 'Complete line of A rts & Crafts supplies

COMPLETE YOUR DECORATING 
WITH O’BRIEN PAINTSPease Paint &Wallpaper Co.

570 Soath Main Street Plymoath
453-5100

★
★
★
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story of Canton’s past
The story of Canton is the story of families and farms and hardy settlers 

who raised their children and educated them in local schools run by local ci
tizens. ■ ' ■

Certain family names have existed in Canton for more than a hundred years. 
Many of them are now found as street names and school names and some 
drifted into the Plymouth community and became associated with that area.

There are inumerable names that could be mentioned, names like Trues- 
dell, Hannan, Gyde, Dingledey , Morton, Franklin, Gill, Beuhler, Knapp ami 
Palmer. Each was known for the mark it made on Canton through the schools 
or because of the farms or small businesses that served the community well. 
It would be impossible to mention them all - but through the assistance of a 
Canton resident, we have picked a few who might be characteristic of Can-
ton’s citizens.

Charles Zazula, Canton’s self-appointed historian, resident and member of 
the Canton Bicentennial Commission, has written a text on Canton’s history, 
particularly its families and how they intermarried - and stayed in the 
Canton-Plymouth area.

The following are excerpts from Zazula’s history:
“President John Quincy Adams signed deeds to land purchases west of the 

13 colonies. Many settlers of the old Plymouth area, which included Canton, 
procured their land in 1825 .soon after Adams took office.

Archibald Y. Murray, with a parchment deed signed by Adams dated Oct. 
2, 1826, emigrated from Orange County, N.Y. Having procured 75.8 acres 
of land from Uncle Sam. Archibald built himself a log cabin homestead By 
1837 he started to erect at the northeast corner of Napier and Warren Roads 
a 17-room mansion with full basement and attic, heated by seven fireplaces. 

Murray served as supervisor of Canton from 1836 to 1838.
Archibald had an only son, Hiram, whose daughter, Alma, married Samuel 

Spicer. Their daughter, Louise, married Jesse Tritteh - who Is a leader today 
in Plymouth Grange No 389.

B.W. Huston, foremost of the Hustons to leave a legacy in Canton became 
Attorney General of Michigan. He started as a farmer’s handy man operating 
a seed -mill business and roamed the crop fields as a thresher.

John Huston boarded a steamboat from New York to Detroit in 1833. 
Having eight children, John’s intelligence, ambition and patience were tested, 
as he guided his family through the rugged terrain to Canton Township. By 
1876, there were Hustons galore, as Oscar, William, John, Robert and F. 
Huston owned sizable parcels of land.

John Huston II was supervisor from 1873 to 1878.
John Huston (senior’s ) daughter married Dan Cobb, and their great grand

son, John. Wiles, and his family still live on Cherry Hill Road today on the 
landmark homestead.

James J. Hanford - the first public school teacher of the historic Ridge 
(Cherry Hill) settlement - abandoned Highland Park to teach in Canton. 
Accordig to a track book dated Oct. 6, 1826, President Adams deeded to 
Hanford 160 acres of land at ...the corner of what is today Ridge and 
Hanford Roads.

In 1890, Henry O. Hanford sold property to the estate of Ebenezer Penni- 
man Jr. for $4,000. Involved were 290 acres of land except one acrea at the 
northeast corner reserved for a school which later was Called the Hanford 
School. •

Since 1825, the Houghs have established a heritage of historical significance 
in the Plymouth metropolis. Names like Cass, Edward, Lewis and Ira Hough 
became by-words. Not only was the Hough name noted for the Daisy rifle 
and Mayflower Hotel, but it left a legacy in the establishment of the 
Dunning-Hough Library .

The father of Mayor Cass Hough of Plymouth owned a large homestead at 
Warren and Haggerty. A model log cabin stood at the bend of Haggerty. 
Both were demolished to make way for the I --275 expressway. Another 
landmark was the Hough Schooi, Which was moved and converted into a 
nursery school at Haggerty Road.

John Haggerty, after whom Haggerty Road was named, actually lived on 
Canton Center Road. It was called “Carlton’s Place,” where a man named 
Carlton manufactured bricks while John farmed the land. Later John establi
shed the renowned Haggerty Brick Yard of Detroit.

The ovbr-centiiry old Haggerty House has been remodeled, but still possesses 
a portion of the original building. John Haggerty left no descendants, but the 
landmark still stands at 1850 S. Canton Rd.

naggeny served as Attorney General of Michigan in 1920.
The Northwest Territorial Law of Jan. 18, 1802, provided for an electio i 

each township on the first Monday in April of the following officers: one < 
more supervisors, a clerk, three trustees or managers, two or more oversee 
of the poor, three fence viewers, two house appraisers, one tester of taxab 
property and one or more constables.

The first meeting for officers in Canton Township (in 1834) was held at tl 
home of John Chaffee. James Safford acted as moderator, clerk was Lynn 
Witter. Elected as officials were James Safford, supervisor, Thomas Hooke 
clerk; and Amos Stevens,justice of the peace.

Clarence Stevens (relationship unknown) was born on Nov. 23, 186 
at Ford and Canton Center. His family moved to Ridge Road, from wbc 
he rode a horse down Proctor Road to school. Like other Canton students I 
attended Plymouth High, from which he graduated in 1883.

Clarence studied music and his ambition was to become a teacher. I 
1908 he became a piano tuner, which* profession he pursued for over 5 
years. At 92 he finally stopped tuning, not because of his inability but b 
cause the law forbid him to drive a car.
H ie was a choir member at the First United Presbyterian Church < 
Plymouth until he was 92, and died on January 28. 1969, after surviving 
mellow 103 year, on earth. C o n t.o n p .57
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Editor’s Note: Davis B. Hillmer, who will be 80 on Oct. 3, is the grandson 
of George and Amelia Starkweather. His great-grandfather, pioneer William 
Starkweather, built the first cabin in the Plymouth settlement. Davis’s 
brothers, Karl and Max, both changed their names to Starkweather, but the 
Starkweather name<ended with them in Plymouth.

Davis Hillmer’s memories of early Plymouth have been captured, both in the 
following words and in the photographs he took here as a young professional 
photographer. He left Plymouth in his youth to begin a photography business 
in Detroit which continued for 50 years. He returned to Plymouth a few 
years ago.

BY DAVIS HILLMER
When I started Pymouth School back in 1903 or 1904, the kindergarten 

was in the basement with entrance midway between the girls’ and boy’s main 
entrances in the main building.

My aunt Blanche Starkweather and her assistant Maud Milspaugh were the 
3 kindergarten teachers. Rosy-cheeked John Meely was superintendent of the 

village school. My aunt was always very kind to me and my two brothers and 
two sisters. ;

The water closet was a frame wooden building about 60 feet in back of the 
main brick building. There was no running water there. I don’t remember 
where we washed our hands.

There Was an old orchard in back of the school, it was the remains of what 
belonged to Theodatus Lyon the pomologist who moved to western Michigan 
with his experiments . The only fruit I remember is russet apples.

There was a family connection between the Lyon and the Davis family. 
I was named for Mary Davis, Grandma Starkweather’s foster mother.

I remember the tall man who in about 1907 laid the bricks for the Main 
Street pavement. He was the handsome sum of!$7 a day. At that time or
dinary labor was paid two dollars a day. The pavement was the pride of 
Plymouth.

Gala Day was a bid day for the boys in Plymouth. In 1912 I covered some 
of the' events with my Pony Premo No. 6 camera, including the water battle, 
and balloon ascension. There were two ball games that day. In the morning 
Plymouth played the local Daisy team and the winner, Plymouth, playd 
Northville in the afternoon and won again.

The baty park then that supported both grandstand and bleachers was 
located between Blanche and Farmer, the other side of the railroad in “ Lower 
Town.’’

There were people who came to Plymouth on these occasions as a commer
cial venture only. I remember one man who rented a buggy from the Czar 
Penny Uvery Stable and backed it up on Ann Arbor Trail near the comer of 
Main. He auctioned off watches and other small items at what I presume was 
a profit. He invited the watch buyers to take his goods to the local jeweler 
for true evaluation. Some things, sold for as low as 25 cents and shone like 
gold.

There was a merry-go-round near this comer on these occasions, and other 
interesting local things. The local bands were always on hand.

Please don’t refer to me a as a pioneer - that was my great - grandfather 
(William Starkweather).

Another Gala Day attraction some years before 1912 was “Professor 
Harper” , high diver. This was also near the penny Livery Stable. Harper 
climbed up a high ladder, prayed and dived into a small tank. He was killed at 
another town when he hit the tank’s edge. On other days there were foot 
races of local men and boys for small money prizes. The prizes for catching 
the greased pig was the pig.

These were great days for boys, both small and large.

MY FLAG

By James Bancroft 
Grade 5

Starkweather School

What the flag means to me 
The flag means one society.
We pledge to it everyday v
Because it has the laws we obey.
The flag has one big specialty 
Because it represents the land I see.
From the Grand Canyon as far as I can see 
I know I live in the land of the free.
From land to sea of foam
We all should be glad of the world we roam
The flag is a special quality '
That’s what the flag means to me

BICENTENNIAL HAIKU
By Paula Merchant and Candy Moore 

Fiegel School

Flag ,
Stars, Stripes 

Waves, flies, flutters 
Proud, happy, honored, decent 

Banner

Front Row Fred Drews, Fred Wagenschutz,. Back Row:Gus 
Meyers, Ed Bolten, unidentified, Harry Brow,n, unidentified, Roy 
Hewell, Frank Dix, Fred Reed, Tite Ruff, Bill Gigler, Sid Strong.

PHOTO COURTESY OF
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Heating and 
Cooling

Residential 
Commercial 
453-6630
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ladies...18 to 80 
In celebration of

.4

month

Start your "Total”  Woman Program now 
for as little as..20 visits $20 for 2

"E X E R C IS E  M ACHINES ' 
"B A B Y  S ITT IN G  F A C IL IT IE S  
"SAUN A AND SHOWERS

459-4040

"H A IR  D R Y E R S  AND LO C KER S  
* FLO O R E X E R C IS ES  AND JOGGING 

"M EM BERSH IP HONORED IN O VER 
1,000 C LU BS COAST TO COAST

TOTAL HEALTH SPA
Across from Mejjer Th rifty  Acres in the T O T A L  PLA ZA

** " . A A 1 1 A; I ,

V.'
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|
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TH A I 'S PROTECTED 
AGAINST LOSS

N

RACHEL
OILMAR

SANTANA

Youcangiveno 
finer diamond ring 

than a Keepsake. Guar
anteed for perfect clarity, 

precise cut and fine white color.

Jew eler

K e e p s a k e *
Registered Diamond Rings

JO IN IN G CANTON'S PROGRESS

Harold and Art Ederer

G ift Shop

44570 Ford RdL

Since 1929

455-6860

H o u g h  S c h o o l  c l a s s  o f  1 9 2 2

RECOGNIZE ANY OF THESE students from the Hough School during (he 
1921-22 semester? First rowV.Stanley Truskowski, Flora Gerst, Ellen Buehler, 
Luella Swegles, Pauline Gust, Raphael Mettetal, Sigmond Przbylowski,Esther 
Merriman, Lester Reddeman; (second row) Arthur Kreger, Eleanor Spisz. 
Mary Truskowski, Phillip Pocket, Persis Fogarty, Harold Brown, Mildred 
Pocket, William Kennedy, Theresa Spisz, Leroy Tillotson; (third row) Carl' 
Forgarty, Edward Przybylowski, Felix Truskowski, Phila.Gust, Lottie Szy
manowski, Crystal Swegles, Genevieve Witt, Janette Merriman, Conrad 
Kreger; (fourth row) Harold Knapp, Martha Truskowski, John Kramer, An
thony Kreger, Mary Merriman, Lottie Kaiser, Jennie Przybylowski, Wanda 
Przybylowski; (fifth row) Thelma Swegles, Wilford Bunyea, Tony Truskows 
ki, and teacher, Mrs. Carrie Tillotson. (Photo courtesy of Flora Gerst 
Thorman) , •

Colburn V . Dennis was the founder of this then General store.
Later he turned it to a full line Grocery store. Now, with present 
owners Colburn V . Dennis Jr. and Colburn V . Dennis I I I ,  it is a 
party store.

1928 •*k*;
mm nIMc m an

i  1976
DENNIS MARKET
G R O C ER IES  -  B E E R  -  WINE 

G A S - O IL  
PACKAG E LIQ UO R Open 7 days 

7:00 a.m. -10 p.m.

ARNOLDT
WILLIAMS

Arnoldt Williams 
Music, Inc.

S'0,
B p -

j o in  IN OUR B IC EN TEN N IA L  S A LU T E  TO MUSIC 
We are proud to present some of the best examples of 

American Craftsmanship. Mason & Hamlih* Chickering, Gibson 
and Martin guitars; A R P  synthesizers. The list is endless, the 
quality unsurpassed.

Come in and hear them all I 
M AD EvIN U .S .A . never sounded so good!

CALI 453-6586
5701 Canton Center Road just north of Ford Road 
Canton, Mi. 48187
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BY KATHY KUENZER
One look at any of the Plymouth School District’s new school buildings is 

all you need to know that education in our community has changed immea
surably ,since the earliest days of the settlements of Plymouth and Canton.

J.I. Tibbits, speaking before the Wayne County Pioneer Society in 1874, 
recalled thos eschool houses of an earlier day:

“A school house of the pioneers was built, of course, of logs and was 
generally located at the intersection of two cross-roads...or on the brow of 
some hill which afforded fine facilities for coasting in the winter season.

“Branches taught in those early days were reading, spelling, writing, geo
graphy, arithmetic and grammar.

“ If he (the student) mastered multiplication the first year, he did well. Pos
sibly he might get as far as vulgar fractions or the rule of three the second 
year, but usually he would have occasion to repeat quite often the old fami
liar saw:

Multiplication is a vexation,
Subtraction is bad:
The. rule of three, it puzzles me;
And fractions make me mad.”
Indeed the concept of the open classroom was not foreign to our early 

educators. All classrooms were open in one large room where four and five 
year-olds through eighth graders were always privy to what was happening 
around them.

Teachers in those days were paid incredibly small sums by today’s standards 
- maybe $20 a month - but they, were provided with room and board by 
families of their students-

they didn’t hove

Gas Grill that 
Cooks like Two

biit we do!

Teachers unions? N ot until very recently. Teachers retiring from Plymouth 
schodl in 1976 remember the superintendent coming to them in the 
1930’s with contract in hand.
One Canton woman remembers when her husband was school board presi

dent of the Canton Center. School. The teacher there that year had to chase 
him down in a field where he was plowing in order to ask for a raise. Per
haps with that boldness, she got it.

Old records from the Hough School, which still stands at Haggerty and 
Warren in Canton and is used by the Plymouth Cooperative Nursery, show 
exactly how money was raised through each school family to run the school.

Charles Zazula, Canton historian, recalls “there was no school millage tax, 
each family paid according to the number of children in school.

“ In 1842 the ‘Rate Bill’ was enacted, paying the teachers according to the 
hours spent in the schoolroom. Students attended six days a week from six 
to eight hours per day.”

Today’s schools still teach the three basic R’s - readin’, ‘ritin,’ and ‘rithme- 
tic - but education itself is a study * and the methods of teaching are as various 
as the tcaehers themselves. Air-conditioned schools,, video-tape equipment, 
team-teaching, modular scheduling, year-around schooling, school within^ 
a-school and the appearance of parents and classroom aides are but a few 
of the space-age innovations and tools found in the education of youngs
ters here today.

A  S T E A K

S IM M E R  A  

C A S S E R O L E

ARKLA
Flavor Twin

reg. $205.00 
now $178.95

cooking surface 
455 sq.in.

»■,

For
Big Families 
Big Parties 
Big Cooking

V'

(h 'K : C tfn  A Lj 7 - til
(a  a
'■Y ' /

4 / m JV'm. a  . t c/ /  /  , /  / /'
(A w  t'A - ^
J r i y  c J c L  i f  ?>'
Z~Zc(/)d (fi id  d-tf A a /)

. y  . . . . . . .  .
/M-a.A .&-» o / t Z r t r  Z- -  (& / .  fryc Z  A+•n?r /UCl  C rv , /  l Ti ./ > w  cr < > ' "  • ‘ ‘

(S ' r t /<//**< / tW Z A c  Z ( m \  < f t i  w X  ^
^ Z S Z gZ', 61 'pct/. Z'ZvA. jZ ^ y |

M & Z  ^  Cvxy -i Z( dZ ~f? Anx. /Z k  ZZ//Z
Z Z L i Z iZd aM ddA jr

/7

reg. $318,000 
now $240.00
Use one side and
cook for your family - use the other and 
cook enough for a small army!
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SCHOOL TAXES WERE CONSIDERABLY LOWER In the early days of 
Canton and Plymouth. This “rate bill” lists the parents of children who at
tended school in District No. 1 (Hough School) and total number of school 
days their children attended class. Parents paid more J f  they had mote child
ren in school - but even then the maximum payment for this particular 
semester was paid by James R. Hough, a whopping $2.5,0 including 12 
cents assessor’s fee. (Courtesy of Flora Gerst Thorman)
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up your
with a gas lamp on sale 

at the Deck & Den Shoppe

from $61
WE STOCK PARTS FOR ALL MAKES O F GAS GRILLS 

♦Charmglow *Char Broil

Installation Sale Price: $42.95 includes up to 50 ft. o f  tubing

T H E  B E C K  A  D E W  S H O P P E

7387 LILLEY RD. AT WARREN
455-7080

CANTON

<£<

uv 1
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ONE OF THE EARLIEST PICTURES of i  Plymoqth HighSchool football

The his mry^uf sport s in PiynTOUt h?_ — ^
Like most of the sports news in the Ply mouth-Canton community to.L-. 

the btggest organization of athletics was through the prep circuit of the <■/.■:
Plymouth High School Rocks.

Football and track were the mainstays of the Plymouth athletic program 
Both sports started back in the 1890’s as a representative of the school. hL1; 
the first records o! the Plymouth sports teams were in 1913 with the pur.;: 
canon of the first yearbook, the “Plythean”

The'football schedules, like the equipment back in those days, were not ^  
sophisticated’ as they are to d a# ' Plymouth’s seven-game schedule in 19:
r c t i de.d two games with Royal Oak, a first year team, Wayne, and Cht Oc -
along with one game against Brighton. This doesn’t compare with the nine 
game schedules of today with nine different, teams, including the likes c 
Bloomfield Hills Andover, Livonia Churchill, etc. . ’

The track team had many of the same running and field events used toda;. 
.including.the dashes,jumps and shot p u t . . '

Basketball for both girls and boys started in 1919. The six man squad los
er ery game that season; one by the score of 63-3. The girls were a little more 
successful, winning' their’ final and only game of the season, 27 -10 over 
Ham tram ck.

Baseball started as a club project with the Plymouth Pearls organizing a 
team In the late 1890’s. The regular school sponsored Rocks first occurred 
in the 1920s.

teams in s  is  this one takes is  1902. So  records of floes squad are known, 
bat it is tbaaght titti the Iks* fooibstS ream played in Plymouth in 1896. 
at the bid fairgrounds near Aon Arbor Trail and M i .  Plymouth belonged to 
the old Tri-county league , and pliyed teams from NorthfiBe, Wayne. Saline. 
Soeth Lyoa and PanB a^tos arid Chelsea. Members of the 1902 Rocks were 
(top row from left) A nun Cady, Arden ChSsosa. Dank Smith, Roy Lang, 
and coach R a ^ S h a p s o n , center row from left, Mon tie Wood. Charles Hub
bard. Ernie Genuu Frank Spicer and Eiered JoRiffe and (bottom row  from  
left) Perry Shaw and Edgar JoSiffe. (Photo courtesy of the Plymouth 
Historical MuseumV.

'The heme of Don GS.. wfckh was. located at 1600 Ridge'Road .in Canton, 
on a piece o f property settled by his grandfather Peter Gill m I SSI., was taxed 
by SvpesiM T<wmi3iijp - except for its kitchen which was. m. Canton Township 
and taxed by that gowmmeht.

The early girls sports programs included basketball and track in the !.i*e 
■ 1910's. ; v .

The high school later discontinued girls sports until its revival in the late 
1960s and early 1970'$.

During this time, the Leaders Club was formed for the girls. This3club was 
of an intramural variety which played among themselves for its competition 
The girls in the Leaders Club were also team captains and helpers in the re
gulars gym classes. These girls had an opportunity to earn letters like the boys 
with sports activities outside the school system.

The Girls Athletic Association (G.A.A.) formed from the Leaders Club and 
was present with much interscholastic sports competition through the 1960 s.

Saitz Road in Canton was once called Salts Road, named after the pioneer 
Canton brothers Andy and Tom Salts.

■’■V., ...
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THE 1890 PLYMOUTH CORONET BAND 
Historical Museum photo appears courtesy of

and

M M L

P I P E  &  S T E E L  C O R P O R A T I O N
41600 JOY ROAD * PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 481TO
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CANTON Oi l ICES 

SHELDON OFFICE
Michigan at Shtklon 

728-4150

FORD -HAGGERTY 
OFl;ICE 
455-5900

MAItfOEFICE
3 5215 Park at Biddle

.WAYNE 
721-4151

SAVINGS EARN 
EVEN MORE!

In help in g  us ce leb ra te  o u r  n ew  F ord -H aggerty  O ffice  G rand  O pening  
w e 'd  like to  m ake y o u r savings w o rth  even m o re! So ju s t d e p o s it 
$ 1 5 0 , $ 2 5 0 , or $ 3 5 0  or m o re  in any  o f our Savings A cco u n ts  and  ta k e  
y o u r  ch o ice  o f g ifts show n  b e lo w  u n d e ro a c h  a m o u n t. If y o u 're  t r a n s 
fe rring  fu n d s  fro m  o th e r  in s t itu tio n s , ju s t give us th e  okay  -  w e 'll h a n 
dle all th e  details!
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S A T U R D A Y
B A N K IN G

D rive -in  and  Lobb y
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C O M P L E T E  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B A N K I N G

ty .e '/e  B e t t e r

SAVINGS COMPOUNDED DAILY LOWEST SERVICE CHARGES 
PAID QUARTERLY IN THE AREA

, AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LENDER

Ford-Haggtrty Office 
41652 FORD ROAD 46$r60OO
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HOURS: 
Lobby

MON
9:30-3

TUES
9:30-3

L IM IT  

O N E  

G I F T  

P E R  

FA M ILY

O F F E R  

G O O D  

A T  A L L  

W A Y N E  

B A N K

______ O F F I C E S

WED THUR FRI SAT _
9:30-12 9:30-3 9:30-6 9:30-12
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SPECIAL
CUSHION

SALE
REG. SALE 

Chaise $29.95 $17.95

K . ,s.O' ~w,

y\*.

rw*‘r. X'". i •

Chair $25.95 $15.95

Ottoman Cushions are lavishly filled 
w ith 3" of 100% shredded 
foam. *«r

/
V  V

v
<;5> W /|l

5 Pc. Love Seat Group  
1 — Love Seat 

2 — Club Chairs 
1 — Ottoman
1 — Coffee Table

4 Pc. Gin Rummy Group
1- —Gin Rummy
2 —  Club Chairs 
1 — Ottoman

ON JOH 
HANCOCK 
REDWOOD

GENUINE r  REDWOOD Buy now t  u v i  «o that you can 
INCLUDES — YOUR CHOICE enjoy your comfortable, long 
OF 3” CUSHION IN looting Redwood Furniture this
2 PATTERNS year on your potto Or screened In

porch.

•N

4 6 "  Round Table with 2 Benches] 
or 70" Picnic Table with 2 Ben- 

chat. Your Choice.
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Grade 3 
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Although earliest recollections of the Plymouth-Canton area only extend 
as far back as the settlers who arrived in 1825, it can be assumed little had 
happened to change the land and its native inhabitants before than time. It 
is with that assumption in mind that we might attem pt to describe how the 
area appeared during the year when our nation was laboring to be born - the 
year of 1776. .

In Volume I of the second edition of the“Report of the Pioneer Society of 
the State of Michigan,” H.M. Utley in 1900 described what the general ter̂ - 
rain of the lower peninsula of Michigan must have been when he relates the 
report of a Surveyor General of Ohio after the War of 1812.

After that war a corps of surveyors was sent “ to examine the country back 
of Detroit” for possible appropriation by Congress as military bounty lands 
to give the soldiers. His report stated “ there were not five hundred acres of 
arable land in the whole peninsula and it would be a mockery of justice 
to give these lands as rewards...”

Utley’s, opinion also was that even before that tie there was““not assettle 
ment of English origins within the whole territory and the entire population, 
other than Indians, was probably not to exceed 5,000.”

The Indians of which he spoke were probably Wyandotts, Pottawatomies, 
Ottawas, and Chippewas, all of which were known to have lived in the Detroit 
region as early as 1763. ^

In 1825; when William Starkweather arrived, they “slashed down the forest 
trees and made a little clearing on which lie erected a rude log house,” says 
Utley. “The country was heavily wooded and it was with considerable 
difficulty that the" pioneer settlement was reached.”

Utley’s research also recalls “thick undergrowth, fallen trees and 
quagmires.” confronting the early settlers in Plymouth.

In 1825 and shortly after, wrote Utley, “there were but few of the Indians 
left in the neighborhood, and those were of the seedy variety, who never 
dreamed of taking a scalp and cared for nothing so much as for enough to 
cat and plenty of fire-water...

“By far the more dangerous foes to the farmers were the bears and wolves, 
which at some seasons of the year were unpleasantly abundant.”

Other writers have recalled that rattlesnakes were also often to be seen and
avoided. . ■ ■

Reports from the. surveys of Douglass Houghton,.which took place from 
1837 until 1845, also tell a little of the wildlife and effects of possible
trappers in the area. *

“ According to Indians,” said Houghton, “ beavers disappeared from this re
gion (lower Wayne County) 30 years ago,” suggesting that trappers may have 
inhabited the land well before settlers first ventured as far as Plymouth.

It is safe to assume then that in 1776 the Plymouth.area was little more 
than a forest wilderness, probably teeming with wildlife and possibly a few, , 

v Indiana ...with a French trapper,Or two about to make an appearance.’ ■ •
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TEAMING UP to produce the biggest edition 
erf The Community Crier ever are (standing 
from left) Frances Hennings, Dennis ‘Doc’ 
O’Connor, Melanie Robinson, Kathy Kuenzer, 
W, Edward Wendover, and Kathy Bauer and

(seated from left) Hank Meijer, Cynthia Tre
vino, Donna Lomas and Robert ‘Flash’ 
Cameron. Not pictured is Lydie Arthos. (Crier 
photo by Robert S. Cameron)

To whomever opens the time capsule in 2076 A.D.,
In 1976 the Plymouth-Canton Community had one 

independent newspaper. We did not take that fact 
lightly , but tried to report the news o f our community 
fairly, to offer opinions on issues which affected its 
future and to present the stories o f  people who lived 
here.

That we could remain an independent newspaper - 
there were far more of those when America celebrated- 
its Centennial than there are in 1976 - reflects the ef
forts of a staff who talents and labors deserve boundless 
praise.

If we have created something of value, it’s because the 
people in.this picture believe in what they were doing.

Their efforts, and the support of our readers and ad-' 
vertiserSi may help you better understand what life was
like in these days. We cannot thank them enough.

The Publishers of The Crier 
P.S. We are indebted also to members of outf advisory 

board: Julie & Tex Thoman, Jim Jabarav Norm Ruehr. 
Harold Guenther, Elaine Kirchgatter, Bob Delaney, Joe 
Hudson, George Lawton, Mary Perna and Bill Ross.

Grandma’s Take Hone

W m us
FRIED CHICKEN

Have a poppin' good Fourth. 
Include our Famous Recipe Fried 
Chicken in the celebration. It's 
great for picnics, on -the-go 
snacks, or family fun around 
home. It'll, make the Fourth a 
real independence day for Mom. 
It's Famous Recipe Chicken that's 
extra delicious, prepared with a 
taste of honey, a touch of care. 
We'll be open all day on the 
Fourth, so stop by. Pick up the 
fried chicken bursting with 
famous flavor.

1122 W. A N N  A R B O R  R D ., P LY M O U TH  

(N ext to  Boyar's Drug*)

H O U R S : 11 A .M . 'til S  P.M .

■itHckick'
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American tradition of
ity-we have the 

spirits ‘and food9 of 976

111  W. Ann Arbor Trail, P lym outh

(Across the street from Kellogg Park)
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★  Corsages
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¥  (eras from $2.25

BI-CENTENNIAL SPECIALS
h iM  vase

¥  Hanging Baskets l l l l l l l l l

\ i

Bi-CMtamial crystal bell
J L ^ J L

$7.95

$ $ M  Novelties ¥  Gifts
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SNk flower arraagmmeats j*
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'A PENNY SAVED IS A
PENNY EARNED...'

For the Best,... 
See the Master

To n y  P icc ir illi has been involved in the au
tom otive repair business since he was a child. 
T o n y  has served the P lym outh and Livonia 
com m unities fo r over five years, as the owner 
of another lo ca l, reputable body shop. Tony 
now insures fast a n d 'e ff ic ie n t service, along 
w ith the most modern equipment in the auto 
repair business to d ay , and oversees that every 
job is done to your satisfation .

FREE ESTIMATES INSURANCE WORK

FREE CAR RENTAL with oil repair jobs over $400 

TOP QUALITY PARTS & WORKMANSHIP

ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 
ON ALL WORK

ONLY AT

CITY 
✓ "or
PUMMITM

PLYMOUTH

■UKftOUSMM
e*“23ES8H -fggiisg

i

V.

M AtTIR  A
COLLISION SHOP DIM

8
i

R EN T -A -C A R  A V A IL A B L E
M  OO PIN DAY J

300 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE
Across from Burroughs

SHOP INC.
PHONE

455 - 4400
tv* 1


